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New Jersey Department of Labor Awards $6 Million in Grant Funding
to Help Bridge the Digital Divide

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 08, 2025

TRENTON - The New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development (NJDOL) announced that $6 million in new grant funding, which
aims to help close the digital literacy divide among Work First New Jersey (WFENJ) recipients, has been awarded to seven community-based

organizations across the state. This Digital Equity Training grant is a new initiative focused on enhancing tech-based skills among WFNJ
participants by providing them with access to training, industry-recognized certifications and employment opportunities.

WFNJ provides cash assistance, child care, job search and readiness support, and short-term housing for eligible Garden State residents and
their families.

“NJDOL is proud to launch the Digital Equity Training program to empower WorkFirst New Jersey participants with digital skills and industry-
recognized credentials and certifications that are needed in today’s job market,” said Robert Asaro-Angelo, Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development. “Our commitment to reducing the digital divide will help to connect marginalized New
Jerseyans with essential tech skills that can lead them to sustainable careers. This initiative will help to strengthen our working families,
communities, workforce and economy for generations to come.”

This grant funding will provide support to nonprofit, for-profit, governmental, and higher education institutions to integrate digital training into
their workforce programs. The seven recipients of the first round of funding of the Digital Equity grant include:

e Northern New Jersey: the New Jersey Institute of Technology, Literacy New Jersey, the Workforce Development Board of Northwest New
Jersey and the Union County Workforce Development Board.

» Central New Jersey: Mercer County Community College and Long Beach Island Community Center (St. Francis Community Center).

e Southern New Jersey: Atlantic Cape May Community College.

The initiative will foster public-private collaborations to bolster participation in training and career opportunities for WFNJ recipients including
recipients of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and General Assistance (GA). The grantees will provide New Jersey WFNJ
recipients with skill assessments, comprehensive digital skills training, and support services such as mentoring and technology access.

For more information on the Digital Equity Training initiative, please visit the NJDOL Grants Information page or contact us at WENJ@dol.nj.gov.
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