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GOVERNOR ROBERT Bo MEYNER~ There is before me a bill 

endorsed by Senators Hillery". Cowgill, Hai'nes 9 Lynch, Weber, 

Dumont, Ozzard 9 Crane and Fot, which reads as follows: 

''Be it enacted by the Senate and Genera 1 Assembly of the 

State of New Jersey~ 

''I. No airport for usage by air carriers en~aged in 

interstate air transportati6ri, o~erseas alr transportation, 

or foreign air transportation shall be·~onstructed in the 

counties of Morris 9 Hunterdon, Somerset, Union, ·Essex 9 Warren· 

and Passaic; prbvided, however, that this act stiall not apply to 

any existing airport or future extension thereof which is 

presently served by air carriers certificated by the Civil 

Aeronautics Board or airports operated and maintained by the 

United States Government as military installationso 

· "This act shall take effect immediately." 

The question·_i is whether or not 1 should sign this bi 11 

and the purpose of this hearing is to hear proponents and 

opponents to the propositiono 

I may say that this. bi 11 was passed prior to the time 

I left in June and there ·has been some c1ritici'sm directed to 

the Acting Governor for not having signe·d it in my absenceo I 

might point out this would be a new precedent if this were a 

method of getting a bill signed because in the first ·place I 

wouldn~t go away and in the second place there has always been 

this tacit understanding that the.person who was·e1edte·d by a 
' ', ~:-

ma Jori ty of the vote at a Gener~l Election would pass upon afi~ 

issue as important as thiso 
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This controversy as to whether or not an airport 
I 

should be banned in this fashion, I think raises some 

constitutional questiono Is it a special statute .under our . ' 

Cons.titution? I mean~ what reasonable basis is there for 

choosing six counties and excluding other counties? That is 

one propositiono 

There may be some Federal questions involvedo Certa_inly, 

before I would sign ·such a bi 11, I would seek an opinion of the 

Attorney General and if any of you who are proponents or opponents 

want to raise .these questions, we can discuss themo 

I think the more important question is~ Do we want to 

say now that there shall be no airport in six of these counties? 

I have had the controversy since December of 19590 I have been 

criticized, of course, because I haven't sided with either the 

. Port Authority or with some of the legislators who were interested 

in legislation such as thiso In all important problems it has 

always been my hope that some alternative could evolve - that 

we could get all of the factso 

Now, to be fair with those who are .here to talk for or 

against the propo~ition, I want to say this, that about June 1st 

I got the report of the Port Authorityo I al.so got the report 

of three agencies in Morris Countyo I got the so-called white 

paper of the Jetport Associationo I have read them allo I 

have arrived at this tentative conclusion, that if New Jersey ' . 

wants an economic growth rate that is almost the capacity or 

what it might expect, it· ought to have an airport and it ought 

to be in northern New Jerseyo That's the ~ogle of ito 
(Applause and hissing) 

We are here trying to get down to the facts and we want 
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the opinion of honestj dedicated citizens and I don't think 

either hissing or applauding helps very much so letis try to 

examine the factso 

I am telling you my .tentative conclusions so that you 

either in opposition or for the proposit_!on can come in here 

and address your remarks to these tentative conclusions I have 

arrived aL 

I am certain, for instance, that northern New Jersey 

faces quite an economic growth ratej but I think it will be_ less 

if_ we reach the proposition where we say no JetporL 

Now, I hope that those people who are opposed or those 

people_ who are favorable wi.11 try to address themse Ives to the 

facts,, 

Here ls a report that I would hope those of you who are 

sincerely interested in the question of an airport would read and 

I am sure the Jetport Association has reports of an opposit~ 

conclusiono Through my office, these are availableo I am 

sure through the Jetport Association the others are availabl~o 

Let's try to talk about the facts,, 

Secondly 9 I have a.sked the Federal Aviation_ Agency to 

come here and to tel1 us as to where it would be possible to. 

l~cate an airport and the factors that determine wh~ther or not 

we should have oneo I have. also asked some of the experts who 

have done the survey for the Port Authori~y to appearo We are 

trying.to arrange now an orderly procedureo. There are several 

rules: There will be no smokingo I hope there will be no_ 

recess.until such time as the hearing is conclud~do Secondly, 



it is presumed that the Governor cah read and I woufd hope , 

that the people who are going to make remarks will talk 

extemporaneously because I think there ls enough enthusia~n 

on both sides so that people will not want for words and will 

· not have to look at some documentso 

°' ,Amongst officeh_olders 9 there are certain amenitieso 

This is probably professional courtesyo So I think the Acting 

Governor who is one of the sponsors of the bill, acting when 

I am not around, Senator Thomas Hillery of Morris County, 

should have the first opp~rtunlty to speako 

SENATOR THOMAS Jo HILLERY: Thank y0u, Governor Meyner 

and citlzens of the State of New Jersey who have come here 

this morning in the interest of trying to settle this great 

problem that has been before us for almost a year and a halfo 

I -think it is very !nspi ring that we have so many of the 

citizens of New Jersey who have come out here to participate in 

this hearing and I think they deserve a great deal of commendation 

for their interest and I know they have had to take time out 

of their daily activities to do so, but government is one of the 

most important things to all of you and that is why you are here 

this morning. 

Governor, as you know, I do not appear here as a neophyte 

in an effort to appeal to the New York Port Author! ty to 1i sten 

to reason in the Port's effort to establish a colossal jetport 

in the heart· of , one of the finest residential areas of the 

stateo 

My appearance today is ln defense of S 218 which would 

prohibit such an installation, a bill which I sponsored and 



which has been passed by both houses of .the Legislatureo 

From the inception of this Port's proposal, my efforts in these 

legislative halls have been directed in an effort to prove to 

the counties affected that the plan was not in the best interest 

of the people of northern New Jerseyo Their legislators have 

gone on record substantiating this thinkingo For two years the 

Senate has gone on record· by resolut~on - the first year 9 twent:y­

te one; the second year 9 nineteen to one - opposed to the 

installation in the northern counties of a major Jetporto -

Now with the passagerof S 218 9 the lower House has also gone 

on record against the Portvs proposal for a jetport in Morris 

County or the contiguous coun~ies-0 

When 218 was passed, you stated that you would hold 

a public hearing to test the sentiment on this measureo It is 

a little difficult to understand your public pronouncements 

prior to the hearing and it would ~ppear to some of us that you 

are committed to the Port's proposalo This is difficult to 

understand in vlew of the legislative actiono When the Port's 

proposal was presented to the members of the Legislature by 

Mro Tobin a year and a half ago, he admitted when questioned 

that such an installation would destroy the residential character 

of more than half of Morris Countyo Asked if he had any qualms 

about th_is, he merely stated that he was sorryo He was referring 

in effect to communities such as Chatham, Madison, Florham Park 9 

Harding Township and Morristown and others, areas that have 

developed through the years _as cultural and social centers, 
. \ 

fine· families dedicated to the promoti-0n of their churches and 



their educational interestso 

In our county there are three university facilities 

within a few miles of the site proposed, three large hospitals, 

many churches, high and secondary schools, and Mro Tobin is 

sorryo In my judgment this is not a responsible answer for a 

public servant to make to the citizenry for such a monstrous 

proposa l __ o __ _ 

In one of your public statements you cited advanced 

opportunities for new Jobs for young graduates--would be 

availableo Now with the dunning noise, the congestion, the 

psychological effect on teacher and pupil alike, how can we hope 

to produce an adequately educated child in the area? I, therefore, 

question the validity of the argument as agains~ the untold 

damage to community life in the area o I must say with my tongue 

in my check, Governor, that your argument about the fox chase 

leaves me in complete apathyo I have never discovered a fox 

in the area, not even a political oneo 

The proposal raises the question, and it is used many 

timesover, that all of this disturbance and congestion, even 

destruction, comes to us in the name of progresso My question isg 

Is progress so~called a violator of the citizen's rights? If it 

is, then I suggest that we take a good long 190k at ourselveso 

It is iny contention and experi,ence that the Port Authority 

has always shown an a·rrogant attitude where the rights of the 

individual are concernedo - This is wrongo It raises a question of 

the rights of the individual in our area before and after such an 
.,/ 

installation, if it were ever to be, and I am certain that it never 

will beo It raises a question in the public mind by what right and 
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with public funds do we permit ourselves to be so abusedo 

It will be my intent and my purpose as long as I am 

•permitted to serve in these legislitlve halls to correct this 

injustice, to make the Port more responsible to the Legfslature 

and hence thr.ough the Legislature to the people.11 more a respecter 

of the individualo 

I am convinced that we can have a jetport in New Jerseyo 

Certainly the growth of aviation would ·indicate thiso But ·I 

am also convinced that this can be done in a proper prospectus 

and without frightening.11 terrifying and destroying community life o 

Are we lacking engineers to solve this problem in New Jersey? 

I do not think soo The proposal since it· was.made has caused 

untold anxiety, expense bf thousands of dollars to our citizenso 

They have been forced to fight with their own funds a govern­

mental proposal which should ne~er have been made in the first 

placeo The Legislature has recognized their rights and has 

moved to protect it and I trust 9 sir, that you in your deliber­

ations wi 11 offer them the, same ·,consideration;· Thank you very 

mucho (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg I take issue~ of course~ with many of 

the statements which were made by Senator Hillery, but I will 

try to rebut them by facts as we go alongo 

Now I want to try -to_ have a proc.edure by which fo:r two 

hours the proponents will have their say and then for two hours 

the opponents will have their say~ And when I say ''proponents'' and 

"opponents" I realize that there are some people who are here 

primarily to give facts rather than to take st'des; but you have 

to divide·them into two categorieso 
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I see Sena tor Peter Frelinghuysen - or Congre,ssman 

Peter Frelinghuysen, Jro - notice I didn 9 t say "Governor" o I 

would s,uggest that you be as brief as possible" If you are 

going to have two hours for the proponents, I think everybody 

should have a chance to be heardo 

·CONGRESSMAN PETER FRELINGHlNSEN, JRo: Thank you very 

much, Governor, I appreciate your courtesy in inviting me to 

testify this m~rning and I can assure you I wish to be brief 

because as it happens I have two hearings which I should be 

attending in Washington this morning and Congressman Widnall 
to catch 

and I are anxious/a train at the earliest possible time o 

I appear here today in several capaci.tieso I was asked 

whether I was here as chairman of the Jersey Jetport Site 

Association or as a Member of Congresso 

I would say first of all that I am appearing as a 

resident of the area that would be affected by a ;major airport 

of the kind proposed in Morris Countyo I recognize that the 

discussion is supposed to revolve around S 218., which includes 

seven counties 1 not six 1 Governor, I should just like to call 

to your attentiono 

Admittedly the legislation before us which we are now 

considering is broado But I would just like to point out that 

in my opinion legislation of this kind is essentialo I feel in 

no sense is it special legislation which might be unconstitutlonalo 

It ls special in the sense that there is general and widespread 

recognition that we ne~d to do something to protect a very 

substantial major portion of our Stateo 

I appear also as a Member of Congress to remind the 
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Governor of something which I am sure he knows,, and that isj 

that the entire congressiona.1 delegation has come out in 

flatfooted opposition to a jetport in Morris Countyo (Applause) 

As long ago as January 1960 9 I at the directiqn of _the entire 

delegatfJon urged you as Governor of our state to veto any minutes 

with re$pect to the Port Authoritf 9 s action in this areao 

Presumably there are ·no minutes which· can be acted upon and 

presumably you would not have followed our suggestion had there 

been such minuteso 

GOVERNOR MEYNER·~ I u 11 admit that you were early against 

the airport and led the fighL Go right aheado 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHlNSEN~ I'm glad you appreciate 

that, Governoro 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I doo 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHUYSEN~ I _would like to say also 

that our opposition continues not only are all fourteen House 

Members ---

GOVERNOR MEYNERt I am aware of that tooo 
J 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHUYSEN: (Continuing) but also two 

Unit·ed States Senators in oppositiono 

I have a telegram here rr:_om Representative Florence Dwyer 

which she has asked me to read because she is unable. to g.et here 

todayo The text of the telegram is as follows: 

ncong:ressman Peter Frelinghuysen has kindly consented 

to read my brief statement of .continued opposition to the location 

of a Jet airport in Morris Countyo I h~d hoped to be present 

personally to express my strong oppositionj but a previously 

scheduled hearing at which President Goheen of Princeton 
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University will testify before ·my Subcommittee on Inter­

governmental Relations has made it'impossible for me to leave 

Washingto·n in time to attend your meetingo 

"I have opposed the Port Authority's proposed Morris· 

County location for several reasons, none of which has been 

invalidated by the Port Authority's studyo They include the 

following~ First, the proposed site.? which would involve( the 

commitment of millions of dollars of Federal funds, was chosen 

without adequate Consultation with Federal, state and local 

public agencies regarding proper land-use patterns as well as an 

airport's impact on transportation, housing, natural resources, 

and other important aspects of the area's future developmento 

' nThis failure to achieve necessary intergovernmental 

coordination is directly contrary to recent congressional efforts 

to obtain more comprehensive planning of projects affecting 

metropolitan araaso Piecemeal planning of the kind undertaken 

by the Port Authority has resulted in the past in unnecessary 

destruction of an area's optimum development, duplication and 

waste of Federal funds, and interference with other important 

Federal, state and local programs in the areae 

"Second, the project wi 11 adversely affect a large at·ea 

in both Union and Morris Counties which is presently characterized 

by intense residential development, thereby drastically inter­

fering with the future development of the area for residential 

purposes .. 

"Third, the proposed site would destroy the last remaining 

region in the entire ~etropolf.tan-New York-New Jersey area which 

has significant natural and wildlife resourcese It would also 
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destroy your own announced efforts to protec.t open spaces 

within the metropolitan area of. New Jersey and i.t would negate 

also the plan of the Uo So Department of the Interior to preserve 

and develop the area's wi ldUfe · and recreational -potenti'aL, 

."Fourth, no new jet ~irport should be~ planned or con­

structed in New Jersey or anywhere. else ·unti 1 an objective Federal 

commission can study all the factors relating to airport location 

and reach agreement on a comprehensive set of specifications 

which should guide airport development in the jet ageo No such 

guidelines exist today~ 

"Fifth 9 to build an airport on the site propose.d by the 

Pdrt Authority would be a gross denial·of the validity of the· 

democratic processo The proposed site has been opposed strongly 

and consistently by the overwhelming majority of the people _of 

the area 9 by the New Jersey State Legislature.11 by the New Jersey 

delegation to Congr~ss, by both political parties in New Jersey 

and by both their candidates for -Governoro In the absence of 

a convincing demonstration that a jet airport must in the public 

interest be constructed at the proposed location,and no such 

convincing demonstration has been made 9 there is no Justificatl~n 

whatsoever for going ahead with this projecto 

"In view of your announced intention to abide by the 

wishes of the people of New Jersey}) it is my cons-idered Judgment 

that you have no alternative but to prohibit the Port Authority 

from proceeding with •its present plano 

"Signed Florence Po Dwyer 9 Member of Congresso" 

(Applauseo) 
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Governor 9 I a 1 so had. an .opportunity to talk to Sena tor 

Clifford Case yesterday and he requested that I reiterate his 

opposition to the Morris County site and also to ask permission 

to have included in the hearing presently being held a letter 

which he wrote to the Secretary of the Air Force, the Honorable 

Eugene Zuckert, June 29th 9 asking whether as an alternative 

McGuire Air Force Base might not be available in the reasonably 

near future for the purposes of developing a fourth metropolitan 

airporL 

-·-------_; ___ No~ 9 ~over~C>_!:~_.I would l!ke to ~et down to a very brief 

tribute to the organization which I have the honor of heading, 

though the work has .largely been done by otherso I refer to 

the Jersey Jetport Site Association because it has been a 

volunteer effort on the part of hundreds of people and it has 

been a remarkable demonstration of the character and nature of 

the oppo-sition to the proposal of a jetport in northern New 

Jerseyo And I think that we should all pay tribute to the fact 

that they have devoted themselves unstintinglyo A tremendous 

amount of money has been raised by over 8500 contributors and they 

represent 9 it seems to me, people in all walks of life who are 

thoroughly aware of the consequences of a Jetport in this area 

and are wholeheartedly opposedo 

There has been some talk publicly in the press that 

selfish interests~ the fox hunters or a n6isy minority are 

perhaps doing more than they should to influence the result in 

this mattero 

I should Just like to point out for the record that in 

so far as research has been made 9 there is convincing and 
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overwhelming demonstration that the public is thoroughly 

opposed to a Jetport in the site proposed by the Port Authorltyo 

I recently sent out a questionnaire to the c<?nstituents in my 

district and about 40 per cent of the recipients replied 9 the 

highest percentage ever to replyo Overwhelmingly there was a 

rejection of the idea of a jetport in Morris Countyo Sixty­

five per cent of the 8,000 replying came out in opposition to 

the jetporto Sixteen per cent were undecid~d and 19 per cent 

were in favor of a jetporto 

I am not saying that there is no difference of opinion 

on a matter of this size and this complexityo Of course 9 there iso 

There are two sides to every coino There are two sides as to 

the advisability of a Channel 13 on To Vo But I must say that in 

this case, there has been as near unanimity on~ matter of 

considerable substance to this_area - and my poll included not 

only Morris County where the sentiment would have been much 

higher, but all of Somerset County and the northern half of 

Middlesex Countyo And when you get people from Cartaret and 

Perth Amboy contributing to a poll which shows-an overwhelming 

rejection on the part of the people of this idea, I think it should 

at least give us pauseo 

I would like to make one further statement with respect 

to the Washington sceneo I had a talk day before yesterday 

with Najeeb HalabyJ the Director of the Federal Aviation Agencyo 

He informed me that a request had been made for one of their 

• representatives to testify todayo I regret that I shall 

probably not be here to hear trat testimonyo But I do feel I 

must- question the propriety of bringing in a representative of 
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the Federal Aviation Agency at this time if we are in fact 

discussing this particular billo 

Mro Halaby said that, if asked, he would say that so 

far as they knew the air space abov~ Morris CQunty would make 

it _suitable from an operational and a safety standpointo Hut I 

need not point out that the Federal Aviation Agency has been 

asked to make no study of a,suitable siteo You suggested that 

that is what we should be trying to do and as I recall what you 

Just said now, you were going to ask the FoAoAo to discuss with 

you where this airport should be located and what factors should 

be included in the selection of an"airporto 

I have be 1 i eved for some time that the Po_rt Authority 

is certainly an inadequate instrument to make an objective 

finding and it has seemed to me 9 as it has to others, that 

-perhaps the FoAoAo might have a more responsible role than 

it has hado But thus far there is_ nothing for them to act upon 

and it seems to me entirely inappropriate to call them in to 

help pass Judgment on the suitability of the Morris_ County siteo 

In my opinion, I must add also, there seems to be even 

less excuse to get one of the major pr~ponents of an airport, 

the Port Authority itself, to come in and test_ify on a 

so-called expert basiso 

I hope 9 and I think I can be backed by that in large 

measure, that New Jersey is never going to be run by the Port of 

New York Authority and I hope that we can --- (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: You admit you have an obsession about 

the Port Authority~ 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHUYSEN: I admit no obsessions about 
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anything 9 Governoro I admit that in my opinion the Port 

Authority has exercised Jurisdiction beyond its authority 
·, ' . . ' 

and it should not be asked to participate in what may be a 

difficult decision for you 9 whether or not to·veto this billo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Despite the fact that I named six 

people out of twelve to the agency 'lilltoact on my behalf? 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHUYSENg Governor, I would like to 

get down to the suggestion that ---

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I would hope you wouldo (Booso) 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHlNSEN ~ We 11 9 I would be g_lad to 

discuss the Port Authority 9 Governoro (Applause) 

Let's get back to the basic: dispassionate 9 if we can, 

objective discussion of the facts to which you referred at 

the outset because it seems to me that is presumably one of 

the purposes to be served even if you have m~de up your mind 

about the advisability ---

GOVERNOR MEYNER: You and I canagree that from now 

on we will be dispassionateo 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHUYSENg I I will try to beo, 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg IY11 try to beo 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHlNSEN~ I have tried to be thus 

far., Governoro You tempt me at times 9 I admito (Applause) 

Speaking for myself and I believe also the Jersey Jetport 

Site Association 9 I feel very. strongly that an airport in a 

suitable location could be a decisive asset to the New Jersey­

New York metropolitan areao 

I think it also should be said that an airport which is 

put in an uns~itable location could have a widespread and disastrous 

15 



effect and I think it is for that reaspn that our attention 

has been turned to the necessity for legislation to prevent 

us from choosing in our search for a suitable location unsuit­

able, highly~developed, residential and industrial areas such 

as are represented in the seven counties mentioned in this 

bi 1 lo 

We know, and I think one of t~e things that bears 

repeating, that the Morris County-Somerset-Union, the immediately 

affected area 9 has had tremendous growth in the past decadeo 

We now have a population in this area of some 355,000 people 

and by 1980 we expect this to go to over 614,000o In that 

same period, we expect employment to more than doubleo So 

I think it is only fair to say,and I think it cannot be 

contradicted, that we can expect an expansion of our economy 

in the northern New Jersey area without any jetporL (Applause) 

And I think it not only can, but must be s·aid, that 

the kind of stimulation that an airport would produce would 

be of a kind that would be seriously detrimental to the finest 

part of our stateo 

It seems to me that what we must do is to look for a 

suitable siteo - In no case could we argue in my opinion that 

locating a major airport in these seven counties would 

represent progresso Ad~ittedly we are going to get some people -

and I would assume they will be here today - we will get some 

people here to say that there are a great many jobs involved 9 

that there are large payrolls which will come into the state if 

we briild an airport of the character that we are proposingo 

I am not arguing about the fact that we would get more 



jobso What I am saying is that we need to locate that airport 

and provide tho_se Jobs and those payrolls in an area whe,re 

it will not be detrimental to long-established and valuable 

communities, such as are represented in·.Morris County and 

the sutroundlng areao It is for that reason,! am quite sure, 

that Senator Case is looking at McGuire Airport and trying 

to see if the Air Force will not find a way to release that 

property in the relatively near futur~o It is for that reason 

that we are all tending to look towards the south where the 

economic impact would be all to the .good, where there would not 

be the destruction of values that would be involved, affecting, 

I might add, about 200,000 people within seven miles of the 

proposed site, and, as I have• said, over 350,000 in the 

immediate area of the f 1i gh t zone o 

So I think we have to Join in a search for a suitable 

I think we must accept the fact - and I wl~h we could 

persuade you to agree with us - that the Morris County site is 

not only unrealistic, but unacceptable 9 ~nd, as Senator Hillery 

has Just said, not in the best interest of pur stateo 

I would' hope that either you or your successor, whoever 

he may be, would work out a program where we can develop what 

1s in the best interest of the State and not rely on the obviously 

biased approach of the Port Authority, which is too limited in 

its range of activities to have jurisdiction.over any of these 

proposed sites or virtually any of the proposed sites except 

those which they have already rejectedo It is for that Teason 

I think that we need as a first step to have this legislation 
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enacted 9 and I hope that you wi 11 sign IL {Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Isn't it true 9 Congressman, you 

also have a personal interest in that you own land at the very 

location? (Boos from the audience) 

I can understand some enthusiasm, but I can't understand 

interruptions when proper questions are askedo 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHUYSENg Governor, I suppose I might 

take exception to a question of that character, but I would noto 

I thank heaven 9 if an airport is built, that my land would be 

takeno If it were not taken, perhaps I could hold ont6 it long 

enough so I could get more for it than I would if I sold it 

today. But I do not think that because of my own position that I 

should be precluded from taking a position which I think is very 

much in the best interest of my area and I do not think that in 

any way it has affected my Judgment as to what is for the best 

interests of our State and I would hope that you would not---­

(Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Would you let the record indicate that 

you or your family has 312 acres with an assessed valuation of 

$110,000? 

CONGRESSMAN FRELINGHlNSEN~ Governor, I doubt if you are 

gaining any ground or making any point of substanceo If I did 

make such an admission, I would certainly not be surprised if it 

were trueo But you do not think that because I happen to own 

some land and my mother at the age of 77 happens to own some­

land that I could thereby convince the State Legislature twice 

of the advi sabi Ii ty of their ta~king my posit ion if there· were 

not substance for it or the entire Congressional delegation 
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or both candidates for the job which you presently hold? I 

think you had better look beyond that for the r·eason why- I 

am fightirig against an airport in Morris Countyo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I am glad to know you --- (Interrupted 

by applause) 

Thank you 9 Congressmano 

DANIEL PETRINOi Governerg may I ask the Congressman 

a question before he leaves? HeYs going to Washingtono 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Noo Anyone who wants to ask any witness 

any questions can submit them to the Gdvernor and they will be 

consideredo 

I again want to caution ·people to be as brief as they 

possibly cano Many of the facts and statistics are already 

in the record and in the reportso 

Congressman Widnallo 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM Bo WIDNALL~ Thank you~ Governoro 

I appreciate the opportunity to appear today in support of 

Senate 2180 I will only speak briefly because there are others 

from my own congressional district who will present very forcefully 

the attitude 6f t~ people within the districto 

As you kno~, I represent five counties: Hunterdon, 

Warren 9 Sussex,. Passaic and Bergeno And they are all deeply 

concerned with any Jetport that is built in northern.New Jerseyo 

I am convinced both by polls and from personal contact that they 

are overwhelmingly opposed to any new Jetport in that areao 

I attended in 1960 in Flemi.ngton, Hunterdon County, a 

meeting concerned with the proposal"for a Jetport that might take 

in the, S6lberg area in Hunterdono At that time;. there were around 
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700 people presento Six hundred and sixty cards were turned 

in by the piople interested and everybody in the county was 

invited to attend that meetingo. Only 16 wanted a Jetport out of 

660,, 

I have had from various organizations within my district 

representations against such a proposalo Certainly they are 

concerned with the growth rate of our· area, and it has been a 

very healthy growth rate, in fact 9 I thi~k one of the largest 

growths in the whole United States, out they want healthy growth 

and they want what has been proposed both in New Jersey and in 

the new housing bill in Washington - they want green space and 

green areas and they don't want a complex of industry depositedd 

in an area that is not acceptable to them,, 

A new jetport presents noise problems, air pollution 

problems,, It presents many, many problems that I think would 

adversely affect the entire area" 

I am convinced, Governor 9 ai Representative Frelinghuysen 

has so ably said_, that all the members of the House delegation 

from New Jersey are opposed to this and they are opposed to it 

as representatives of the State of New Jersey 9 believing in the 

best interest of the State" 

In the last election, a certain candidate laid a lot of 

emphasis on a prestige poll with respect to the United States,, 

I am convinced, Governor, if you donvt listen to the will of the 

people on this in New Jersey, if you take a prestige poll, you 

will find it is mighty: adveDse to your opinion,, {Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ May I say to my congressman, thank you,, 
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Do you want to ~peak 9 Assemblyman Franklin? 

ASSEMBLYMAN FRANKLIN g Yes o 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Assemblyman Franklino 

ASSEMBLYMAN BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 51 III~ Governor 9 I would 

also like to thank you for the opportunity to be heard on one 

of the most impor~ant long-range decisions that we have to make 

in this stateo 

I also would like to thank my friends and neighbors and 

interested citizens not only from Morris County 9 but from all the 

adjoining counties who have taken their time to come down here 

tpday and to support Senate Bill 2180 

I speak in support of this bill and I wish to address my 

comments to the fundamental question which you have raised and 9 

that is, will a Jetport located in these counties adversely or 

favorably affect the projected economic development of North 

Jersey'l I. speak 9 of. course 9 as a laymano I have read al 1 

of the studieso I have read a number of economic studies of the 

area and I have some knowledge of i to Never the less 9 I want 

you to understand that my comments are those of a layrnano 

First, it seems to me - and I sugge~t this to you -

that the location of a tremendous Jetport of this size in one of 

the richest, light industrial and residential' areas in the country 

will adversely affect the economic development of this area and 

the State of New Jerseyo 

I would like to point out to you that this area - these 

four or five counties·- is presently one of the highest income 

areas in the United Stateso It derives its fortunate economic 

position from several sourceso I would suggest that the most 

2.1 
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important is light landscaped industry~ electronics, research 

laboratories, aircraft parts, industries which require the 

highest sort of technical and professional assistantse These 

industries are attracted by the green-belt nature of the area, 

by a very fine complex of educational and cultural facilities, 

by professional services and by a well-planned community and 

economic growtho This has made this section of New Jersey one 

of the foremost centers for this type of industry in the 

United Stateso Many other states try and compete for this type 
•,•1. 

9f economic developmento Few,have been able to do it as success-

fully as we~ 

Combined with this light landscaped industry 9 which has 

been moving into this area in the state, I would suggest to 

you there is·a very large commuting population. This too is 

high incomeo This too seeks a green-belt. area such as we now 

have and the cultural and educatiqnal complex that existso 

I say to you that in this area as we now have it 9 New 

Jersey has ·"one of the richest gold mines in the world., 

I would like to echo what Congressman Frelinghuysen said by 

going a &ep further and suggesting to you that the projected 

growth is tremendous over the next twenty years., In the last 

ten, the population in most sectors here has grown by 50 per 

cento That is a rate of growth which compares favorably with 

boom areas in Texas 9 southern California and elsewhere., 

I would suggest to you that this growth with the planning 

which now governs this area is going to provide a further 

growth in high-income industry and in the high-income commuting 
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populationa 

What does this mean for New Jersey as a whole? It means 

very large tax revenueso It means an opportunity for high-paid 

Job$ for New Jersey citizenso It means a well-heeled market for 

our industries and our commercial and service establishmentso 

Now~ my concern and my opposition to a large continental 

Jetport in this area is simply this~ A faci lity··of this kind 

is a mass facility requiring the handling of enormous numbers 

of people(; a tremendous number of transportation uni ts" heavy 

automotive traffic, etco It brings with it mass industryo All 

of this requires the establishment of relatively lower-income 

serviceso In addition, this type of development with its 

destruction of the green belt, its congestion, its heavy traffic 9 

its incr~ased tax burden~ tends to drive out the light landscaped 

industry and the commuter groups that presently furnish the 

high-incom~ base of this areao. 

What r am trying to say I th ink is that the Jetport wi 11 

displace a high-i·ncome economy with a much lower income economyo 

In effect what we will do!$ displace a very rich gold mine with 

a productive but much lower yielding iron mineo 

Now, it sae~s tb me that we do prob~bly need a Jetport in 

New Jersey perhaps to serve the Philadelphia-Ne~York-New Jersey 

economic complexo But I again would c1-J:usb 1 ike· to echo what 

Congressman FreJinghuysen said 9 and say that perhaps what we 

should do is not to toss out the gold mine and to replace it with 

a lower-income iron mine 9 but to keep the gold mine for the state 

and to search for other sites where we can also put the iron mineo 

Finallysi I should like for the record to concur in what 
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has been said by my colleagues before me and, that is, it has 

been my experience- that pub lie opinion not only in the area 

of these counties, but elsewhere in the state, is overwhelmingly 

against this project of a jetport in Morris County or in any 

of these countieso 

I have received personally thousands of letters and I 

might say these just don't come from the birds and the bees in 

the swampo They come from all over the stateo And their 

expression has been overwhelmingly, enthusiastically and very 

strongly opposed to any Jetport in this areao I have received 

very few letters favoring ito I reiterate this so that you will 

have a full record as to our feeling as to public sentiment 

because I know that you yourself deeply believe that we elected 

, public officials must finally Jn the final ,analysis as repre­

sentatives of a democratic system of government express the will 

of the people that we serveo I too hope that you will sign S 2180 

(Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Assemblyman Franklin, I want to be 

fair about ito It's generally an acknowledged rule in a court 

of law that it's possible to show a person's interesto I have 

always found you trying to be objective about things, but I 

think the record ought to show that you are the owner of ten 

acres assessed at about $7j000o (Boos) 

ASSEMBLYMAN FRANKLIN~ Governor, I have no hesitancy what­

soever in answering your question and should be glad to put my 

property-owning status on the recordo 

I own a residence and twenty acres of land in New Vernon 
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in Harding Township.9 Morris Countyo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi Probably at the very site 9 is it not? 

ASSEMBLYMAN FRANKLINg We 11, I am told -- (Boos) 1 would 

like to say that this type of question does not disturb me at all 

and I might add that my wife and I figure as nearly as we can 

that our house is on the edge of runway number threeo But I 

think that I should also make this statement~ I am one of the 

fortunate few who happens to own property which is on the site 

of the proposed airporto I also happen to work for a living 

in Morris County 9 in Rockaway 9 New Jersey, and so I suppose really 

I am in a pretty good position as far as this is concerned because 

if the jetport comes 9 then I, of course.9 will convey my property 

to the Port Authority or whatever the agency may be9 and the 

history of .. Port Authority takings has been that you get the fair 

value of your propertyo So I am not going to lose any money 9 

number oneo 

Number two 9 I will be able to move back into the hills 

of Sussex County where my colleague Assemblyman Doug Ruthe:rfurd 

comes from and he is always trying to get me to move up there 

anyhow, and I will be able to commute in twenty minutes o:r 

a half an hour to my Jobo So I will enjoy the idyllic countryside 

of Sussex County and really am net going to be affectedo 

This perhaps lends more objectivity to my views than 

would otherwise be soo The people I feel sorry for, Governor, 

in this situation are not those of us who own land within the 

Jetporto The ones that I am concerned about are the hundreds 

and thousarids of people who will be on the peripheryo (Applause) 

And my concern goes beyond the aesthetic.9 important as that is 9 
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and goes beyond the noise and the congestion - it goes beyond 

the changes in really a way of life for these hundreds of 

thousands that is uniquely attractiveo It reaches really to 

what I consider the fundamental crux of.this problem for you 

and for all of us and 9 that is, the adverse economic effect 

it is going to have upon those people and upon the stateo 

There I think we all should give very careful consideration 

to putting this Jetport somewhere elseo (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Thank you very much, Assemblyman 

Frank lino 

ASSEMBLYMAN FRANKLINi Thank you, Governoro 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I want to caution the legislators who 

desire to speak that there is the Jetport Association which 

wants to p~resent its caseo I want to point out that I want. to 

try to finish at the end of two hours of the proponents and 

even if you are not finished, I'll put the opponents on for two 

hours and then we will come back to youo But I do hope that 

you will try to be brief because many of the statements are 

conclusions and we would like to have as many people present 

their views as possibleo 

Senator Dumont wants to be heardo May I hope for 

brevity from my Senator? 

SENATOR DUMONT~ You mayo 
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SENATOR WAYNE DUMONT 51 JRoi Governor 1 I.appreciate this 
~-' ·. ;· . ':; j_\ ~·,, '. .. ~ • .1. ~: .. ~- .. ,~ -· 

opportunity and 1v11 make it brief~ 

In the first pl~ce yott ara well aware of the fact that 

whether or not there is a Jetpo:rt in North·Jerseyis•going to 

be primarily a legislative declsiono 

For some time .now~ both in 19'60 and in 1961 9 the Senate 9 

at least, has taken a very strong position and likewise a firm 

position in this respect by the pas,age of resolutlonso 

I am sure that Senator Hillery has covered these 

resolutions but you will rememper that they .state our posf:tion 

as being one that we would favor a Jetport in South Jersey but 

not in North Jersey= favoring it in South Jersey providing the 

p~ople of .that area are willing to have lt9 and apparently they 

have indicated for the most part that they at least have no 

particular opposition to Ito. 

Things have sometimes been said in opposition to 

placing a Jetport· In the pine barrens that it would not be of 

service to North Jersey because of the compl ica ti ems of 

t:ransportationo It would seem to me that this ls nothing 

insurmouniable because certainly high speed rapid transit could 

be instituted and operated from such a Jetport 9 whether it be 

in the pine barrens or somewhere el,,se 1}1 South Je:rsey 9 so that 

it would serve bo\h North and Sout'h J/~·rseyj and whether that 

be a mon·orat.l system or some other kind o·tfestabl ished and 
( 
( 

effective high speed rapid-transit ls something that could be 

S9metime$ the objection bas been 6ffered about existing 
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flight patterns but 9 after all, flight patterns are man-made 

and since they are man-mad~ they ~an_certainly be changed, and 

that's not an.insurmountable difficulty. 

Of the 11 sites considered by the Port of Ne~ York 

Author-! ty, and this we got from testimony of their representa­

tives - Austin Tobin, and others - because I am a member of 

the Senate Commission which has been· investigating the Port 

of New Yo:rk Authority ....... of the eleven sites that are being 

considered by them in New Jersey, and we recognize that they 

favor, first, the Great Swamp Area in Morris County:and, 

secondly,the Solberg Airport Area in Readington Township in· 

Hunterdon County; and then;·thirdly, they favor a site outside 

of New Jersey, namely, Pine Island in Orange County, New 

York -and th.ese are the three places where they have conducted 

test borings= but every single one of these 11 sites in 

New J'ersey, by their own admissions, are outside of the 

territorial jurisdiction as it exists under the bi-state 

compact that created the Port Authority over 40 years ago~ 

Therefore, they can't possibly - and they admit this, although 

they haven't in their actions always supported their admissions, 

I would say, but they admit freely that they can't go outside 

of their territorial jurisdiction unless that is enlarged by 

the Leg i.s la ture o 

I think the decision that has been made by the Senate 
~· 

two years running clearly indicates that so long as the Senate 

retains its present composition= and I think there is a good 

chance that a large number of those who are there will remain~ 
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it isnnt very likely that there will be any legislation passed~ 

regardless of what your action ls on this blll 9 S~nate 218, 

that will authorize the Port of New York Authority to go beyond 

their territorial J~rlsdiction unless, of coursej lt were to 

be perhaps in South J~rseyo 

So this basically, the·n, is a legislative decision, and 

the Senate Resolutions clearly indicate our posit-ion in this 

resp¢cto And as one who voted for those .Resolut-ions and who 

co 00 sponso:red each of them9 and is a co=sponsor of this bil 19 

Senate 218s, which is before you.for consideration.9 l would 

feel th~t the Legislative position~ certainly the Senate 

position has been_very cleariy indicated and is not ~ubjict to: 

changeo Therefolre, it would be my conclusion from that.!) unless 

there were a great change in the composition of the Legis1a_tu:re 9 

that there isnfft going to be a.ny jetport in North Jer.sey and 

that the deliberations concerning perhaps this bill and other 

pieces of legislation may to some degree be largely a6ademlc 

because we very clearly indicated whe:re we stand and I donnt 

see any possibility that that stand will changeo (Applause) 

I would 9 therefore 9 :respectfully recommend, not only 

to you but also to the· Port of New York Authority, that they 

ought to start a much fuller consideration than they have 

indicated at any time up to this point of South Jersey as a 

possible site for a: Jetport, particularly in the plne barrens 

area where there is plenty of land that can be cleared 9 where 

the drainage is good 9 and where there seems to be no particular 

opposition to a site there· for a jetport o 
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Actually some of the sites that they were considering 

among their 11 sites are in this part of South Jerseyo 

I would hope.I) finally» that you would sign Senate Bill 

Noo 218 because it affects the county in which both you and I 

live.I) Governor~ Warren, the holding patterns would affect our 

county if there were a jetport either in the Great Swamp area 

or Readington Township; and while there seems to be no great 

sentiment one way.or the other as far as I can-detect in our 

County.I) at the same time I think we might concede·, a~rldei· ~ '? 

from any economic assets that it might represent to ou:r . : · : ;_· 

Courtty, it might be a considerable detriment in other wayse 

That 8s why I am a co=sponsor of this legislation and I hope 

that you will sign it into lawo 

Thank you very mucho (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ A good portion of your two hours is 

going and I want to caution all fut~re speakers to please be 

brief so that we can get as much in within the two hours so 

that the opponents may have their full hearingo 

Assemblyman Marazitio 

ASSEMBLYMAN JOSEPH Jo MARAZITig Governor. Meyner~ I 

appreciate the opportunity of expressing my views on this 

very vital legislationo 

Now let me set the record clearo At the outset I would 

like to say that I do not live or own any acreage in Harding 

Township; (Applause) I live in the Town of Boonton 9 many miles 

away, which is an industrialized communityi and I am opposed 

to the jetport and the people of that area of the County are 
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still opposed to the jet airporto {Applause) 

1 would like to say at the outset that I disagree with 

the concept of the Port Authority that the place to build an 

inter=contxnental global jet airport is in the heart of a highly 

and densely populated areao 

The Port Authority has expressed its view that there 

may be a need for a jetport; .,and this may be. soo And if a 

jetport is to be built in the State of New Jersey letus build 

it where we will be able to procure all the advantages of a 

jet airport without the disadvantageso. And I and many others 

feel that the location for such an airport ls in the pine 

barrens of Burlington and Ocean Countyo {Applause) 

I think it is only fair to make a comparison of the 

various factors dealing with the construction of an airport , 

between these two s!teso First 9 there is a question of cost 9 

the cost of acquisition of the land involvedo The cost 

acquisition of the land at the Morris County site would 

fabulous because although it is ,referred to as The Great 

Swamp Area there are many areas wher·e there are built=up 

sections and expensive estates and homeso 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg I 0m told it would be about $33 

million 9 would involve about 650 dwellings and about ·a50 

parcels of lando Will that help you? 

of 

be 

ASSEMBLYMAN MARIZITEg Thank you 9 Gove,rnoiro I .appreciate 

your ass i st a nc e o l ·· , 

I think that it is falr to say on the question af c~st 9 

taking those figures 9 that the pine barrens of South Jersey 

which are uninhabited would cost very 9 very 1 ltt,leo We must 
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also c6nsider that we have tremend6us acreage in that area= 

I understand about 686 9 000 acrea = which wi 11 provide the 

necessary room for the Jetport not only of today but of the 

future o (Applause o) 

I think» Governor 9 we should also consider the cost of 

construction of the airport 9 asidi from the cost of acquisition 

of the lando We have in the Morris County site a drainage 

problem 9 drain~ge of the Great Swampo There is no such 

problem in South Jersey» it is level» flat 9 and you have, 

vertical drainageo 

There is also a flood control problem at the Morris 

County siteo It 0 s known that this area, the Great Swamp 

Area 9 forms a retenti.on basin for the flood waters of the 

upper Passaic and 9 therefore 9 it will be necessary to build 

a reservoir or reservoirs in order to retain these flood waterso 

This will add to the cost tremendouslyo 

I think another factor that we should consider is the 

question·of accessibility to the alrporto It~s true that the 

Morris County site is closer 9 by distance, to the New York 

area, but I am certain that if someone were to travel by car 

from Manhattan and travel the congested and choked highways 

it would take more than an hour to reach the a!rporto The 

South Jersey,site is .a number of miles further awayo 

However~ I think that the Port Authority should do a little 

imaginative thinkingo We live in a jet age 9 they want to 

build a Jet airport, why don°t they conform their thinking 

along the lines of surface transportation to the challenges 

of the Jetage? (Applauseo) Why do they insist upon using 
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means of transportation that are conventiona1 9 means of 

transportation O)ri highways which are to be built at the expense 

of the taxpayers of the State of New Jersey? (Applauseo) 

Certainly some high speed method· of tra.nsportationSJ such 

as a monorail or another method 9 could convey the u.se:rs of the 

airport to the airport in approximately 30 minuteso 

I think we should consider 9 as has been said here 9 the 

area to be served by the airporto The Morris County site would 

only serve northern New Jersey and the New York·Metropolitan 

area~ whereas the South Jersey site would serve those areas 

including the Trenton 9 Camden and Philadelphia sectorso 

Now.we come to what I cons-ider the most important 

aspect and that is how does this jet al~port proposed in Morris 

County affect the people who live in that area= not only Morris 

County but the counties surrounding ito First 9 they would be 

subjected to intolerable no!sei a prime residential area would 

be destroyedo And now we come to what I consider a very serious 

matter and that is the safety factoiro Igm not talking about 

the planes in the air 9 1rrm talking about the people on the 

groundo (Applauseo) Hundreds of thousands of people would 

be subjected to the hazard 6f alr cr~shes .. = these people living 

in the taka=off and flight paths of these huge Jetso I think 

we should learn from the experience of the Elizabeth crashes in 

1958 and more recently in Decembet 9 19609 the crash between the 

Jet and the Constellation over the Narrows which resulted in 

loss 6f life on the groundo And· I ask this very simple questlong 

Why should we set the stage for catastrophy1 which we will be 

doing if this Jet airport is const~ucted in the highly populated 
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area of Morris Countyo (Applauseo) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Do you know that the third party 

injury statistics.9 with respect to air 9 is less than automobiles 

or railroads? 

ASSEMBLYMAN MARAZITI g . Governor, I am riot fami 1 iar 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi This is trueo There is no doubt about 

the statistiCSo 

ASSEMBLYMAN MAAAZITlg I am not familiar with thato 

That may be soo But what I envision is thisi We are dealing 

today with the fact that Jet air travel is in its infancy, 

tremendous jets will use this port; it 0 s supposed to be the 

largest jet airport in the world; and I was told by a _,Port 

Authority representative at the hearing in December 9 1959 9 in 

the Robert Treat Hotel.when Mro Tobin explained this plan, 

I said to this gentlemeng "Will freight jets be used at this 

jet ai:rpo:rt? 19 "Oh/' he sald 51 npositivelyo" He said 9 ·
1'But 

do you know som~thing 9 Assemblyman 9 we donfft know the size of 

them yet because there is no Jet airport envisioned at the 

present time large enough to accommodate themo They wl 11 be 

tremendous in size and they will carry freighto·n 

Now I say to you, Governor, if you have these large 

numbers of Jetplanes in the air in time of fog or other 

reasons why they canvt come down and they are stacked up all 

over Morris County and northern New Jersey, there are two 

factors to consider= mechanical failure 9 which you will have 

from time to time 9 and the human failure which you may haveo 

And all you need is Just one crash and all of us wHl realize 

the folly of constructing this airport in that areao One 
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crash~ and these planes going at tremendous speeds 9 could sweep 

through Chatham9 Madison 9 or that area where many hospitals 9 

colleges and residences are located and that crash would result 

in a tremendous loss of llfee All you need is oneo (Applauseo) 

One more point 9 Governoro I have heard a great deal on 

the air and read a great deal recently about the great boon= 

and lffve heard it here today= the great economic benefit that 

is to come in the wake of a Jetport in Morris Countyo And I 

consider this, In my humble opinion, to be a great delusiono 

The rapid growth which will be generated by the impact of the 

construction of a _Jet airport in this area will create a 

multitude of problems 9 loca1 9 county and state~ such as access 

roads to the Jet airport 9 additional State highways 9 

additional school buildings 9 expanded fire 9 police and other 

municipal services 9 and all at the expense of the taxpayers of 

the areao (Applauseo) 

Gove:rnor 9 I hop·e that you will give long and serious 

consideration to this legislation before coming to a final 

decision on it and I trust that you will finally conclude to 

sign Senate Bill 2180 Thank youo (Applauseo) 

GOVERNOR ME'YNER~ I want to caution the Legisfators 

speaking that they will impose upon·the time of citizen groupso 

Assemblyman Ray Bowkley of Hunterdono 

ASSEMBLYMA.N RAYMOND Eo BOWKLEYg Governor 9 first I would 

like to read a letter== 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 1 8 11. take the lettero Try not to have 

things reado If you can tell me what it is== 

ASSEMBLYMAN BOWKLEY~ Th.is is• a letter from Senator 
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Lance urging you to sign 

GOVERNOR M.EYNER! It looks shortj go aheado 

ASSEMBLYMAN BOWKLEY~ -= Senate Bill 2180 So I will 

file the letter with you~for the recordo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ All righto Don°t you appreciate 

Senate Lance being for the bill? (Applauseo) 

ASSEMBLYMAN BOWKLEYi I will be extremely brief because 9 

as you say 9 there are citizen groups present who desire to be 

heardo 

Number one 9 most of the discussion this morning has 

concerned itself with the location of the jetport in Morris 

C?untyo The second site which has been considered, of course, 

is in-Readington Township of Hunterdon Countyo As an elected 

representative of the people of Hunterdon County 9 some odd 

50,000 people.9 I might say that I have not received one single 

solitary letter from anyone 9 or any communication from anyone 

urging that I approve or urging that I seek the New York Port 

Authority to establish an airport or a Jetport in Hunterdon 

County o (Applause a) 

I have received dozens of letters and dozens of phone 

calls urging that I support Senate Bill 218 9 which I did 9 and 

urging that I do everything in my power, as _their elected 

representative, to oppose the location of a Jetport In 

Hunterdon County or Morris County or any county contiguous 

thereto, which is stated in Senate Bill 2180 In fact, I have 

introduced a bill, a House Resolution, which I withheld because 

I was urging the passage of Senate Bill 218 and consequ~ntly 

the House did not act on the Resolution which would have 
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opposed 9 as a Hous·e Resolution 9 the erection or the building of 

a jetport in Hunterdon Countyo 

The County of.Hunterdon has been stuck very heavily 

recentlye We have the l~rge State institutions at Glen Gardner9 

Annandale 9 Clinton Refo:rmatory 9 Clinton Farms 9 the public 

hunting and fishing grounds 9 Voorhees State Park 9 the Ken 

Lockwood Gorge~ and now by.taking approximately 6 9 000 acres 

out of the heart of Hunterdon County or tha most heavily 

populated area in Readington Township it would direct a serious 

economic blow in our County= taxwise and the effects it would 

have on the communities as a whole throughout the entire county.., 

Assemblyman Franklin and Assemblyman Maraziti have 

mentioned the highway problem.., The Port Authority, of course 9 

will erect the Jetport and pay for its construction but the 

taxpayers of-Hunter6on County and the entire State Will have 
. . . . ' ' . 

to pay the cost or- expanding ou:r highway fac il 1 ties to see 

that these people get from the New Yo:rk Metropolitan area 

to Hunterdon County or to Morris. Countyo 

So I wil 1 do a 11 in my power 9 so: long as I am a .member 

of this Leglslature 9 to oppose the construction of a Jetport 

in Morris County 9 which is contiguous to _'our county and which 

would affect our county 9 and particularly to the County of 

Hunte:rdono Thank youo (Applauseo) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Did you know that some of these sites 

in northe:rnNew Je1rsey are in close proximity to federal highways 

which are being built with 90% :federal funds and 10% state 

funds? 

ASSEMBLYMAN BOWKLEYg I ~now that if the Jetport were 
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to be located in Hunterdon County it would have to be serviced 9 

I suppose,= and Commissioner Palmer is here to probably v~rify 

this 9 - by Interstate Highway 78e The construction program of 

that highway is held up because it is being concentrated down 

in the E~sex County areao And even if it were to be constructed,: 

Route 78 9 I don't believe it would be_adequate_under present 

construction plans to handle the increased traffic flow from 

the New York Metropolitan area out to the ~unterdon County 9 

Readington Township areao 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Thank you very much, Assemblyman 

Bowkleye 

ASSEMBLYJVIAN BOWKLEY~ Thank youe (Applause e) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi Assemblyman Batemane 

ASSEMBLYrv'JAN RAYMOND Ho BATEMAN: Governor Meyner 9 I 

appreciate this opportunity, and you know I will be briefe 

I urge you to sign S-218 on behalf of several hundred 

people .in Somerset County who have specifically called me 

to urge you to sign the bill on behalf of the general public 

in Somerset County which, in a majority, opposes the Jetport 

near either end of our county, and on behalf of our Senator9 

Senator Ozzard, who is a sponsor of the bille 

1 would like to reiterate what Senator Dumont said 9 that 

if you so decide to veto the bill» it is not going to ·alter the 

fact that a ,Jetport will not be built in northern New Jersey., 

The next Governor 9 no matter which party wins in November, will 

be opposed 9 the next Senate will be opposed; the party 

platforms of the two political parties are opposed, and to be 

:realistic, I think this \is more than enoughe 
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Despite this~ a veto of S-218 will have a damaging 

effect on the life and on the economy of many Somerset County 

communities; it will reopen the fear of citizens in au of 

these communities that a jetpo:rt·could be~bui:.lt nearbyo 

It 1 s going to bring back this uncertainty which has existed for· 

almost 18 months now and which has stalemated plans of so many 

1 
people in my area o 

I also believe a veto will be unfair to your successoro 

Your adn inistration is nearly at its. endo You can make it 

easier for the man who succeeds you by signing this bill and 

limiting the hunt for a Jetpo~t site to the area between New 

York and Philadelphia which wants· i to By s 1gning' this bi 11 

you can help bring the day clo~rnr. whereby New Jersey 11 s 

economy will be aided by a new Jetport>.f:n the Burlington area., 

By vetoing S-218 you merely prolong this eventualltye 

I urge you very slnc•rely, Governor 9 to sign S=218o 

Thank you·o (Applause o) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Assemblyman Keonig of Burlington 

Countyo 

We, of course, will conceae·that Burlington wants the 

ai:rpo:rto (Applauseo) 

ASSEMBLYMAN Go EDWARD KOENIGg Governor Meyner, ladies 

and gentlemeng First of all I would like to thank you for the 

opportunity to present my views on the jetpo:rto 

Over the years I think all of us 9 in this room and 

elsewhere in this State, have witnessed a successive con= 

struction of airports by the Port Authoirityo Every one they 

build seems to be too small after a few yearso. That, I say 9 is 
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a lack of vision by them and at cost to the taxpayers and the 

people using ito 

I say., and I believe, that if the Jetport were to be 

built in Morris County., and I hope that it isnwt, - I say that. 

it will only be a stopgap 9 that they will have to look elsewhere 

for a jetport to accommodate the Jets of the futureo 

In the Burlington-Ocean area we have the ground to 

serve the people of the entire eastern seaboardo And I 

firmly believe 9 for one, that in the not too distant future we 

will only have six or seven or eight great airports in the 

entire United Statese In our area, in the Burlington-Ocean 

area 9 we can accommodate such a Jetporto 

The matter of ground transportation, I am sure, can be 

solved. 

I have listened with great interest to a lot of debate 

on the floor of this Assembly, both pro and con 9 on Jetports= 

whe:re they should be located 9 why they should be located, 

about the air patterns and safety factors and everything else -

.and I have also 1 istened and heard the Assemblymen here 

criticizedsi th·at we shouldnfft say anything about it because 

we were not engineerso I take issue with that point because 

as elected representative of.the people of oui State I say 

that each and every Assemblyman and Assemblywoman, all 60 of 

us., whether we be Democrat or Republican,= and incidentally 

I'm a Democrat - (Applauseo) - have the ~ight and~ frirther 

than that, we have the duty to h.erer. on this floor state the 

will of the people who sent us hereo I think elected officials 

should have this right and I think that appointed officials 
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should heed us when we. speako (Ap'plause0} 

We know that in all the studies they.say that it cantt 

be in our area ·because there is not en6ugh space up in the airo 

Now I think that we all realize too that there is something 

wrong up in the ai:ro President Kennedy has indicated this be­

cause he has asked for project beacon and project horizon~ 

a study to be made ·of safety .in air traffic patterns, patterns 

or projects that will look to the future and not tb the past, 

not just stopgap measureso 

Governor, I am in favor or S=218 and I would urge that 

you 1 is.ten to the wi'l 1 of the people o (Applause o) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Mro Albert Eo Blomqu!sto 

MIL BERNARD SHANLEY'g Gove:rnor 9 may I make a few remarks? 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Yeso Mro Shanley, representing the 

Jetport Association wishes to make a few statementso 

IVIRo SHANLEYg Gove:rnor 9 I 0ve been co-6ounsel for the 

Jet Airport Site·Assoclation, the New Jersey Jetport Site 

Association for-a year arid a half now£) and my co=Counsel were 

Justice Wachenfeld arid Mro Donald Kippo 

I would like to set the record straight£) first of all 9 

and point this out~ they a~ked me today to appe~r here as 

Counsel for the Assoc.latlortQ But I would like to say Just a 

few things in answer to the original statement that you madeo 

First of all, this is no court of lawo I think we 

ought to understam that on the recordo 

GdVERNOR MEYNER~ · Yeso · But I 0m entitled to point out 

the interests of peopleo Do you have any objection to my 

pointing out the interest? 
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MRe SHANLEY~ I do not 9 Governore 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg All right,, 

MRo SHANLEY~ But 1 want to point out that this is not 

a court of law(t 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Well 9 that~s obvious. 

MR~ SHANLEYg If it were a court of law the== 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg !snit that obvious? 

MRe SHANLEYg Well, after the statement that you made -

I thought you said that 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I said~ in a court of law it was 

customary to show a person 8 s interest and I was having some 

precedent, at least, for asking a person what interest he hado 

MR~ SHANLEY~ I just want to set the record straight 

because this is no court 6f ·law and if It were the Federal 

Aeronautics Administration wouldn't be testifying here today 

and we, of course 9 would have the right of cr~ss examination 9 

and the case wouldnvt have been prejudged and you wouldn't 

in this case be judge and Juryo (Applauseo) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg It wasnfft prejudgedo 

Mro Shanley.9 I want you to know that Iffve tried to be 

fair he:reo (Boos.,) I told you that on the bas.ls of my having 

read the record I came to certain tentative conclusions and 

I ask you to rebut those conclusionso 

MFL SHANLEY g . Werre going to do that in Just one minute., 

if I mayo But I would like one more minute to say this~ you 

raise the question 9 Governor, as to the constitutionality of 

this act~ and I can say that Justice Wachenfeld~-Don Kipp and 

myself believe this act is constitutionalo 



effect? 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Will you submit a memorandum to that 

MRo SHANLEYg Ye·s 9 if you would 1 ike it o 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi Yes 9 pleaseo 

MRo SHANLEYg The second thing is that I would like to 

say that this Association new r has been and never wi 11 be 

opposed to the jetport being in the State of New Jerseyo They 

want it in the State of New Jetseyo We want that clearo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi But in somebody else 0 s backyard., (Booso) 

MRo SHANLEY~ No 9 not in somebody elseus backyard but 

where it belongs., (Applauseo) 

I want to assure the Assemblyman from Burlington County 

that it isnrt going to be in this northern areao 

1 would like to say one or two thing~ further and that 

is that we are going to try 9 as much as possible~ to adhere to 

the letter which you wrote to tn.e Associations> and that is.9 

of course 9 to try to give you as many facts as we cano But 

I would like to point this out 9 Governor 9 that the:re is no 

substitute for reading the original reporto The report 

indicated here 9 of course 9 is just a brief of the original 

report which is about 14 inches thlcko 

We have gone out of our own g:roup 9 the people who made 

the original study which was submitted to you and I hope that 

it is being studied 9 = we have gone out of that group and 

obtained two experts$) the first of whom wUl testify here 

todayo And we have.done this to be objective in this 

situation 9 as you have indicated you want to be tooo And we 

have done it for the purpose of having these two experts who 
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are recognized in this Country as top people 9 to take a look 

at this thing now that the two sides - the two reports are 

in and give us their views on the Port Authority Report. 

It wasn't possible, of course 9 in this short period of 

time to get through this 14 inch reporte These men I think 

can testify, however, today briefly on the subject and as soon 

as the i:r report. is finished we are going to submit it to youe 

But I would like to say that ·their testimony is going to show 

very clearly that the failure to properly investigate this 

situation and the false assumptions upon which the Port 

Authority Report is based are going to be pointed out here 

briefly·today by these men. 

Finally I would like to say, because I want to cut this 

short in the interest of time 9 I would like just to call these 

people - I think you have the listg Governoro 

GOVERNOR.MEYNER: Yeso You have 28 minuteso 

MRa SHANLEYg Righto We have and we understand thato 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Then after the opponents are heard you 

can come back and try to finish upo 

MRo SHANLEYi Then I think that we will get on with the 

case and I would like to have you~ if you wills Governor, call 

Mro Blomquista 

GOVERNOR MEYNER ~ Mr o B lohmqu is t • 

MR. ALBERT Eo BWMQUISTg I am appearing today for the 

Jetport Associationo I am also a .resident of Hunterdon County,, 

My background in this field is a trained Transpo.rtation 

Engineer$ as you were trained as a Lawyero I've spent about 

30 years in avi~tlon, in all phases of it,, I have lived and 
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worked in this subject 9 in the New York area 9 for the better 

part of that timeo 

The Jetport Associ~tlon came to me~ and also came·to 

General Copsey and .asked if we would join hands to explore 

the Port Author'ity 11 s :report., They did not restrict us in 

.any way in the-ir directive., They asked us for a valid objective 

opiniono We have not had a full opportunity to go through all 

of the supporting :reports in de.ta i1 e We have gone through the 

summary report a number of timeso 

As a result of that study 9 I find that the Port Authority 

has been quite restrictive upon their own consultants by 

issuing them directives to ·explore the location and the validity 

of such a location and the economic impact of locating a major 

new civil Jet airport in both New Jersey and New York Stateo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Wouldrt 11 t they of necessity have to 

be restrictive? They couldn 8 t put it in the City of Newarko 

They couldnfft put it in the City .of Eliz-abeth., 

MR., BLOIVQUIST~ Well 9 I think I can answer that as I 

go along, Governor, if you don't mlndo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER g Al 1 :right., 

MRe BLOMQUIST~ The :restriction= and all the consultants 

they employed are exce_11erit 9 -well known, and have been in the 

industry for a lon_g time ~= the restrict ion.si however =-= 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg You don 11 t challenge the competency of 

· any of . the people o 

MFL BLOMQUIST~ · I do not·· in any· sense of the word 9 but 

I do ~u9gest that this restriction limlts the validity of the 

. report for the following reasonsg 
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GOVERNOR MEYNERg What specific restriction are you 

talking about? 

MR. BLOMQU_IST~ We 11, in th.e various sect ions prepared 

by the consultants they stated that they wished them to 

explore the impact and the various factors concerning the 

location of a new major Jet airporto Now the problem 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Where is the restriction? I've got 

all the reports here. I would like to know what you are 

ta !king about., 

MR. BLOMQUIST~ Hammer and Company Associates was 

requested to analyze --

GOVERNOR MEYNER : What page? 

MRo BLOMQUIST~ Page l4o 

Hammer and Company Associates was requested to-analyze 

the possible economic ~ffects of the development of a new 

major airport in the New.Jersey-New Ybrk Metropolitan areao 

That is also the statement that precedes a number of 

the other consultantvs summary report. 

Now the reason I bring this up is that the problem ls 

much broader than this and par.ticularly to the interest of 

the State of New Jersey. The Port Authority in its analysis,. 

for instance~ only analyzed the impact and effect of general' 

aviation upon its own airports and two additional - West 

Chester County and Mitchell Air Force Base. This ignores 

about 75% of the total aviation problem in the State of New 

Jersey alone. And the volumes of ~ircraft are in that same 

proportion that must be provided foro 

I believe that-these 
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GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Where is the other 75%? 

MR & BLOMQUIST i In additional a i rpo:rts = Mor:r is town and 

the othe:r airports scattered throughout the State= Trenton=­

GOVERNOR MEYNERt None of which handle heavy passertge:r 

flightso 

MR., BLOMQUIST! No 9 but this is on -- what rum saying 9 

Governor, is that the problem .is broader than the provision 

for a new Jet facility for air transportation aloneo 

General avaiation is Qrowing at the rate of four or 

five times. per year. of that of domestic scheduled air 

transportation" They do not appear to evaluate the impact of 

the present. or the rate of_ gro~th of the international air 

transportation 9 except to say that the New York and the 

Philadelphia area will in the future· have difficulty maintaining 

their present positions in this field 9 so far as international 

air transportation is concerned., They apparently do not 

involve themselves in the study of the impact ot the require­

ments. of the supersonic Jet wh !ch is now being actively 

planned by various governmental agencieso 

One of the ·major• factors coming out of the dis cuss ions 

concerning the handling of such airtraft is that it must have 

long=range 9 clear 9 straight in and departure patterns 1 

preferably over uninhabited areas and over ocean areas, 

definitely away from heavily populated areaso (Applause") 

Now I believe that the Port Authority in the!:r own· ··· 

economi-c- .·.and .·.other ~-a't1a·1y$-eS ~) .. 'arid :.,prta'irt:fchHa-rly .'fn' t-tiefr· , .. · · 

ariayi's fs: 6:t" -·add ft fcma 1- ·•-1r·eq\itir e·riien:ts :6:f': Je'i ·ta£{1 i°-t'fes· -t16'r 
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increasing traffic 9 have ignored the potential expansion of 

the four airports that they presently ope:rateo Newark has a 

full opportunity to go to a dual :runway configuration 9 They 

have mitigated that to a degree by trying to build a seaport 

in the area where they should have built an additional instrument 

runway which would have relieved some of the haza:rdj whatever 

that amounts to, but most of the noise that affects the Newark 

and Elizabeth areaso 

Nows, I think that the Port Authority also references 

ground transportation~ but they are not in a sound position to 

Judge the flow or the requirements of ground transportation 

because in their history they have never attempted to tie 

their existing four airports together through the New York 

City Rapid Transit operationso 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Well how could you? 

MRe BLOMQUISTg They have had ample opportunity to 

explore thisq If they a:re now finally deciding to== 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Wellj youR:re an expe:rt 9 tell me how 

you would connect themo 

MRo BLOMQUISTi I presented to them~ Governor 9 a plan 

in 1948 telling them exactly how. they could do this~ It is 

still in their fileso (Applauseo) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg How much would that plan have cost 

back in 1948? 

MR~ BLOIVIQUIST~ I canvt recite the figures offhand but 

it involved extensions of less than five miles 9 total 9 on 

subway system tracks in the New York Metropolitan area; it 
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involved either the use of the H&M or the extension of a, 

tunnel under the East River~ a subway tunnelj to use existing 

railroad facilities ln New Jersey to permit them to develop 

Teterboro and Newark as f_ull transportation centers, not alone 

airportse It is in the recordo I would be glad to furnish 

it to youo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER ~ A.11 right o I would like to have it 

and I am sorry you donit :remember how much it would costo (Booso) 

MRo BLOMQUIST~ Well, I can supply thato 

· They are planning to develop a jet fac 1 U. ty which;, for 

their forecast of peailt·: hours ·movements$) could be accommodated 

by the extension and elabolration of the present New York 

airportso 

They are also basing all of their plans upon the existing 

air traffic control networks~ with modest and minor evolvemento 

They talk about the existing air=traff!c control system for 

an airport that .is not going to come into servlce 9 on the 

basis of their own report 9 until 19700 

Now all of the federal agencies in the United States, 

the military 9 the Aiirl,ine Pilots Association~ the Pilots and 

Owners Associations 9 all concur that the air=traffic control 

systems must be radically altered, that we cannot live with 

our existing patterns and our existing systems for another 

10 years" 

ltL doesn 8 t appear to mej as an engineer, to be a valid 

basis for the location or the development of a major new Jet 

faci1ity9 to hang it on an existing pattern of air=traffic 

control which we all feel sure will not be with us ten years 
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from nowo 

I believe the best interests of the State of New Jersey 

would be served by a much broader analysis of the entire 

metropolitan area aviation problem as it affects scheduled air 

transportation and as it affects general aviation 9 which in 

the long run will be the greater problemo-

GOVERNOR MEYNERg You would think that this would be the 

function of the State rather than the== 

l'v'IRo BLOMQUIST~ I believe the State has the· law and the 

authority to undertake this, Governoro But !'believe that the 

location of this airport 1 prior to such a study 9 might well 

wind up in having the wrong airport for the wrong purpose in 

the wrong placeo 

1 believe that Philadelphia 9 and its expansion to the 

north and to the east, are of equal lmportance~to you and the 

State as is the corridor of growth of metropolitan New York 

t h.:r o ugh the northern and the cent ra 1 count i es of New Jersey i 

and that aviation p1anning 9 rather than be restricted to a 

sing le airport: whlch'9 as one of the gent 1 emen said previous to 

me, is a stopgap, and I heartily concur in that, I think this 

study, either in concert with the Port Authority and with 

other qualified groups 9 should be broadened to provide for the 

facilities that in ten years we will have to provide for the 

tremendous growth in all categorieso 

I might add one other section in he:reo The report dwells 

upon the short V = STOL ai~craft as being limited in their 

potential approach to supporting the present airport system or 

a new airport systemo 
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I have b.efo:re me9 in ?n Aviation Journal of the week of 

June 12th9 the statement as issued by the Port Authority seeing 

no major STOL transport breakthrough before 1975, and I have9 

on a different page.$ a French development which provides for 

short=haul passenger oper~tions ln fields no longer than 1200 

feeto 

Now I think9 aga in9 ,the w:rong approach was made to the 

problemo {Applauseo) 

The airllnes 9 ln support of thls 9 have recently stated 9 

and frequently stated 9 that they. must themselves make a major 

breakthrough in acquiring new traffic If they are to growo 

They also concede that this new traffic must come from Jnter= 

city automobile= private automobile travel 9 and to a minor 

degree from bus travelo They believe that their greatest 

markets on the domestic scene wi U fa 11 in this area from 

1968 Qno 

This can only be accomplishedsi if this is a short=haul 

market 9 not by being served by a single major Jet facility 

in this whole New Jersey area but by a series of smaller 

airports 51 such as the one that exists at Morristown today 

and others ~hroughout the north~rn part of the Stateo 

There are aircraft in being and being developed which wUl 

permit the air carriers to break into a major new market and 

when they do they are going to require a tremendous increase 

in the addition of New Je~s~y airports to serve this traffic 

and to help the growth of the Stateo 

I have one more point please 9 Governoro I believe that 

general aviation ls growing and in ten years will ~equlre more 
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facilities 9 will provide more jobs in the State of New Jersey 

than will scheduled air transportationo 

GOVERNOR MEYN~Rg Even if we say 9 no Jetport in seven 

north New Jersey counties? 

MRo BLOMQUISTg Correcto 

GOVERNOR MEYNER ~ How? 

MRo BLOMQUISTg B"ecause. I agree that a jetport must be 

built but a jetport should be built to serve the highest 

rate of growth, whfch is the international traffic patte:rn9) 

and ..,.,.. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well the story I get 9 and all these 

reports indicates is that such an airport in northern New Jersey 

would serve the east-west traffic and would not interfere with 

the north-south or the trans=oceanico 

MRo BLOMQUIST~ Well this is ba.sed upon two factors -

one 9 it is based upon the present air=traffic control system; 

two .s it is 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Isngt. that based upon certain funda= 

mentals 9 some of which you can 9 t change? 

MRo BLOMQUIST~ Noo I think if there are projections 9 

and there is equipment in being 9 under tests, there are 

systems not only here but in Eu~ope that will provide for a 

much better control of air t:raffic 9 a much more precise 

control of air traffic within metropolitan areas and 

complexes such as exist between Philadelphia and New.Yorko 

But the point I wish to make, in add.ition 9 on the location of 

this airport, to the best of my knowledge 9 the Port Authority 

never consulted their customers as to what would be required 
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and where it could best serve the growth of total air trans= 

portation in the metropolitan New York areao 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg What air'lines are opposed to this 

airport? 

MRo BLOMQUISTg I don°t know of any that are or are 
nota I 8m sayin~ that they were nottconsultedo There wer~ 

public statements= there were private stite~ents at the time 

the initial report came out• by the alrllnes 9 that this was 

the first time they had heard. of the subject and that they 

had not partlcipatedo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg But there is no indication that they 

a:re against ·a North Jersey afii"porto 

· MRo BLOIVQUISTg I 8m sure they will take any additional 

· facility that can come their way but··== 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Because they believe they need oneo 

MRo BLOMQUISTg 1°m sure they doo And working in the 

industry every day 9 I know they doo But Ii.also know that the 

facility that is really required is the one for international 

travel 9 which ls glrowing at a·much greater rate than domestic 

trave 1 o 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Yo~ read the conclusions with respect 

to 17 sites? 

MR o BLOMQUISTg Yes o 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Wherein do you think any of the 

conclusions are wrong with respect to the North Jersey airport? 

MR o BLOIVQU IS T g We 11 I have tr i e d to s upp:onr t my 

analysis by indicating :t;hat.r·rctmdamenta:ltty .. 9 ,_,1the · .1; 1 · 

airport ·that 8 s required as a major Jet facility is an 

53 



international= a major international facilitye In that 

sense, and for the aircraft that will use it in the future 1 

it doesn't belong in West Jersey under any circumstanceo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well, if Idlewlld· took care of the 

international situation and you had in North Jersey the east­

west traffic 1 what would be wrong with that? 

MRo BLOMQUIST~ Because about 25% of the airlines' 

traffic, on their long~haul Jets, is coming on direct or 

almost direct connections through Idlewild, from international 

carriers 9 particularly in the summer monthso The could not 

afford the length of time : in travel to provide service to their 

passengers for such an extensiono This, in the planning of 

such a facility 1 ·certainly should be consideredo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Well they could land at either places, 

the~, couldn't they? 

MR., BLOMQUIST~ They cannot land a superson1c·a1rcraft 

in Morris Countyo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well 9 can they do it at Idiewild? 

Can they land it anywhere now? 

MRo BLOMQUISHg I donfft think it will be desirable 

to land it at ldlewild., Thatns why I again say it is 

desirable to put such a facility in a place where you 'have 

direct access to it without passing over inhabited areas, 

and preferably over open water areas., 

The Port Authority has prese,nted 9 at 1 east in 

European trade Journals_, plans. which show a much greater 

potential expansion of .Id1ewild 9_ for the present classes of 

jet 9 than they presented here= a much more elaborate runway 
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plan, showing in itself a much greater potential capacityo 
' _,· ··. - ,· 

l don 8 t know why such a plan wasn 8t included in this report 

f6t your study., This ls in picttire·f~rmo It was printed in 

an aviation Journal in England about two months ago 51 showing 

a much more elaborate plan at Idlewild 9 that would have 

:received a considerable increase in traffiC over what they a:re 

forecasting at the present t !me with the
1 

runway ex tens ions 

that they show., 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Thank you very mucho 

(Applause.,) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Mr., Wescott., 

LLOYD Bo WESCOTTg. Governor Meyrter 9 many of the things 

I w.ouhi ~~ay: to you have al rsady been said., I do want to 

talk to you about one thing that seems very 9 very important 

to me, and that 8 ~ the nature.of the area that Is being 
' ' 

discussed for the locatio!). of the airport., You .know Morris 9 

you know Hunterdon = wit.h it 8 s fields and its hills and 

its villages 9 . and it is very easy to say that these are 

going to be ruined anyway 9 that the day of their future is 

over, and we are going to end up as over-built urban are~so 

And this~~ Just don 8 t-agr~e~~lth at a-110 

.Every one of .these-communities now has a planning 

board~ most of them have zoning ordlnances 9 and the growth 

in this a~ea has been rapid 9 it will b~ still ~ore rapid 

but it will be healthy·g.rowth 9 it will be growth of homeso 

I think it 8 s extraordinary to think that in the most 

highly populated st~te in the Union 9 near the most densely 

populated area of the Natlon 9 one finds an area like Morris 9 
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,Hunterdon and northwest Somerseto There is Just nothing like 

ito It seems to me to be an asset that belongs· to the State 

of New Jersey o. 

Now 9 in my estimation, a jetport there would spoil 

ite I think one of the. principal factors is the nature of 

building the ai_rporto By the Port 0 s own prognostication 9 

they will not start until 065; they will not fly the first 

plane until Y70; and it will be 1985 before the full pattern, 

the full use of the airport is established., And during that 

time 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I think the projections are for 

MRo WESCOTT~ 080o And during that time there will 

not be a single, solitary progressive move made in these 

areas., I don°t believe any property will pass hands for 

any but purely speculative reasons; I don°t think any homes 

will be improved or any lawns will be improved; I think the 

whole area will degenerate for that timeo 

I know that the decision must be madeo We 9 in 

Hunterdon, know with rather a good deal of bitterness that 

the decisions like this are made when the best interests of 

the',State 9 as a whole~ are servedo But we Just cannot 

conceive and we do not concede-that this strves the best 

interest of the Stateo There is something about green belts 9 

there are somet~ings about ,trees 9 there is something about 

an area_ like this near an intensely populated area which has 

enormous value which we .never, neverg never can· replaceo 
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GOVERNOR MEYNERg We1l 9 werengt some of these· same 

arguments made against the railroad and the building of 

extensive highways? · (Boos J 

MRoWESCOTTg_ I believe they wereo I believe they wereo 

And I .Just call to your attention what :railroads did to blight 

given a:reas~; Where ra.nroad· t,racks went 9 there was_ a blight 

that followedo In those da~s ~he railroads we,re for new 

inventionz> they could do no_wrongz> they made eno,rmous money 

· for eve_tybodys, and look what happened to the :railroads and to 

the railroad tracks and what happened to residential areas 

around ito And I am absolutely sure that jetports will bring 

the same kind of d;ete:r!o:ration of _.propertyo And the odd thing to 

fuels, t~e-Port of Ne¥ Authority with all the problems it 0s 

having with jetport service out_ of Newark can choose to. 

:recreate this whole set of problems all over again in what 

is already a highly residential area and which will develop 

into a highly residential areao It seems to me a complete 

lack of regard for not only the rights of others but for the 

well=belng of the State as a whmleo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg We11 9 haven~t Pa:ris and Rome and 

A~hensf Los Angeles and San Franc!sco 9 and Chicago and all 

the others been confronted with the same problem? 

MR., WESCOTTi I know.9 but Chicago didn°t put 0°Ha:re 

down in the middle of the Oak Fo:r:rest areai they put it way 

to the smuth of Chicago. in== (App~auseo) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg .But within an hour 0s distanceo 

MRo WESCOITi 
.'(:._ 

We11 9 Governo:r 9 \ the problem of an hour 0s 

dlstance 9 I would call this to your attention= If you go tQ 
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an airport you are required to be there 20 to 30 minutes 

before the plane leaves, I believe that now out at Idlewild 

it averages something over 20 minutes from the time an 

airline closes its doors till the time it takes offo And 

it just seems to me that the airports 9 the airlines and the 

Port Authority might solve some of those simple problems 

which take almost 40 minutes and== 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi Well some of it is the congestion 

because there are other planes ready to go off or come ino 

Is that not true? 

MRo WESCOTTg Well that possibly is true but why do 

all the planes then have to leave at one time? 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi Why do the trains have to leave at 

one time (rumble in audience) for the commuterso 

MRe WESCOTTg .The trains leave at one time for 

commuters 9 Governor 9 but they donit == I Just don°t believe 

that the airlines or the Port of New York Authority have 

applied themselves to their own internal problems 9 and I 

do not believe that the 20 minutes they would save by moving 

this into the Hunterdon or Morris area is Justified when 

they haven't managed to solve some of these other basic 

problems a 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Now you 0ve pointed out, fo:r instance, 

that you've got all of this planning and zoning in this area, 

isnVt this an argument for possibly preserving their status 

even tho~gh you do put an airport in probably a five or six 

mile. area 9 -five by five? 

MRa WESCOTTg Governori I honestly believe that if 
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a decision were made to place the air_port in Morris Qr in 

Hunterdon 9 _ that within a 15 or 20 mile radius 9 or possibly 

more than that 9 of the airport9 planning would cease 9 planning 

would be meaningless 9 nobody would know what to plan fc»ro 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg That hasn 11 t happened in Long Islando 

{Boos o) 

MRo WESCOTTg I believe it haso 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Noa I visited within four or five 

miles some mighty nice placeso 

MRo WESCOTT~ I don 11 t think they 1 ike it 9 if fact· I 11 m 

sure they don 11 t like ito And the question I ask is why go 

arid create a new problem? why go and create an entirely 

new problem? We: didn°t know»· w0;_en Newark was set up 9 what 

jetports were like; we didn 11 t know what Jet airplanes we:re 

likes· We know now and we know that it is only going to get 

wo:rseo We know that fo·:r a gl_obal Jet airport we will come == 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Well more people are inconvenienced 

in Newark than would be inconvenienceo in an area such as thiso 

MRo WESCOTTi That ~ay be true,sir 9 that may be trueo 

But you dob 8 t go and dolt deli~er~telyo I say that ln 

Newar.k we did not .know·what the !problem was and l believe 

that to let Newark Airport wi°the:r p:robably the indu$tries and 

the people living there 9 the people who have settled there 9 

the people who work there, their interest has to be taken 

into considera.tion,and they probably a:re going to have to live 

under ·a canopy of some. kind of jetpo:rt 9 but this== 

. GOVERNOR MEYNERg Well don°t you think ·this could be 

corrected by a buffer zone· as long as the runway'?· 
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MR~ WESCOTTg I believe that the buffer zone would have 

to include half of Hunterdone And if the Jetport wants to 

come in and buy half of Hunterdon and the northern part of 

Somerset 9 nobodyffs going to complainffe abso1utely 9 nobodyffs 

going to complaino But !tVs the fact that they move in 9 they 

take a minimal area and the rest of the community goes like 

houses beside the railroad t:rackso I believe thise I believe 

it most sincerelyo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Have you had a chance to read this 

report?· 

MRo WESCOTTg I have read ito I have read it and rrrm 

unconvinced, I'm sorryo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ All" righte 

(Applauseo) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg General Copseyo 

General Copsey~ are you in _the employ of the State of 

New Jersey? 

GENERAL ROBERT Lo COPSEYg I am note 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg 

of New Jersey? 

GENERAL COPSEYg 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 

GENERAL COPSEYg 

Were you in the employ of the State 

Yes 9 siro 

For how 1 ong7 

Since about 19310 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ During the years 1uve been in officej 

since January.si 1954 until now, how long have you spent in. 

office in New Jersey? 

GENERAL COPSEYg Well 1 dongt recall Just when you came 

into office 9 but I have 

60 



GOVERNOR MEYNER~ January 9 19540 

GENERAl:, GOPSEYg We 11 then I ·preceded youo I was in 

office as Chief of the Bureau' of Aeronautics since· 19470 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi Well 9 you were on federal service 

somewhere 9 we:ren 8 t you? 

GENERAL COPSEYi I ·was recalled to active duty fo:r 

.the Korean Wa:r 9 yes 9 ·sir 9 a,nd I spent four years in active dutyo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER g Wen during my term you were on 

active duty somewhereJ; werenrrt you? 

GENERAL COPSEYi Yes 9· sir 9 tllat would- be between rr.52 

and 8550 
GOVERNO~ MEYNERr Did you ever send to me a report with 

respect to a Jetport in New Jersey? 

GENERAL COPSEYg I have sent a number of reports 9 

whethe:r they ever reached you o:r n~t 9 sir 9 I do not knowo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg When did you resign? 

GENERAL COFSEYg January 1 9 19600 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Proceedo 

GENERAL COPSEYg Well~ Governor 9 I had hoped that I 

could come here on the premise that I was asked to appear 

by the·New Jersey Jetport Associationo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Are you being paid by them? (Booso) 

This is a proper questiono Do you want to answer it or 

don~t you? 

. GENERAL COPSEYg I wi U be very happy to answer i t 9 

you only surp:rise me is all and interrupted my line of 

thoughto 
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GOVERNOR MEYr-,JER~ Are you being paid or aren't yo·u1 

. MEMBER OF AUD.IENCE~ Tel 1 him 9 Generala If yougre 
'-. . ' 

being paid 9 say soo Is the Governor being paid? (Applause 

and shouting.) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER ~ Now any mo.re de:roga to:ry remarks 1 ike 

that ap.d I am going to ask the State :Police to :remove the 

person who makes themo I think it 9 s distinctly understood 

(Applause and boose) == that I'm in receipt of your tax money 

to the extent of $30,000 a year and 1 try to do my Job the 

best I know how and I have no othe:r compensation., (Boos 

and applauseo) 

GENERAL· COPSEY~ . Gove rno:r, I apologize for '·the delay 

in answering •. , I am a C6nsulta.nt to the Blomquist Association, 

The Blomquist Engineering·:Association which has been retained 

by t,he Jetport Association to evaluate the various studies 

and reports that we are able to find relative to the 

development of airports in New Jersey., 

GOVERNOR ME'YNER~ So you are working for Blomquist 

who has been hired by the Jetport Associationo 

GENERAL COPSEY: I am working jointly with Mro 

Blomquist, yes, siro 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ All righto Proceed with your 

statement, Gener~lo 

GENERAL COPSEYi. As I say, they asked me to appear 

here.today but I ani happy to appear here for another :reason 9 

for iome long=held convictions and conclusions relative to 

the concepts and to ~he factors that should be weighed when 

an inter-continental type of an airport is being plannedo 
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First of all, I would like to indicate the history 

of airport· development in the United States that I have 

been intimately acquainted with since 1917 9 and I know of no 

civil airport that ever reached its potential or its objectives 

that first did not have the coordlnition and practical joint 

actions of the ~ocality, of the county, of the State and the 

fede:ral governments Those factors have been ignored so fa:r 9 

in my opinion 9 in 1 my evaluation of particularly the 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well it is very obvious that the 

locality.doesn~t want the airport at this particular momento 

That's correct. 

GENERAL COPSEY~ They are ignoring the concept that 

that's going to hurt themo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi All :righto What~s your next point? 

GENERAL COPSEY~ My next point is that in my work 

while employed by the State I was called upon for plans 

and many 9· many reports relative to a i :rports o In none of them 9 

since 1947 9 has the Great Swamp A:rea appeared as a desirable 

place fo:r a maJo:r ai:rpo:rto There does appear in those 

reports the :recommendation for the development of the 

Morristown Airport to fit and meet the general aviation 

roleo 

My next point is that were it for no other reason than 

the natural obstructions of the hills and the trees and the 

climatology of the areas> in that G:reat·swamp Area, it would 

:rule ou½ particularly from a pi1ot 9s standpoint 9 any further 

thought of putting a major intercontlneriiai airport there 

for· the present existing type of aircraft now in the airlines 
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or the supersonic, as you and I know will be here within 10 

yearso 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Where is the obstruction? 

GENERAL COPSEY: Anywhere from 75 to 400 foot hills 

are the natural obstructions. It's like putting a baseball 

diamond in a bullfight ring, something too small to knock 

flys out of, let's say. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Well, how about the· large buildings 

in Newark, don't they obstruct the arrival or departure of 

planes from Newark Airport? 

GENERAL COPSEY: They.could very w~ll. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Well they are four or five hundred 

feet. 

GENERAL COPSEY: I think some are higher than that 

but the location of the Newark Airport was one that I 

happened to have something to do about, as far back as 1926~ 

about its location and --

GOVERNOR MEYNER: · Well that doesn't hinder the operation 

of planes. Why should th_ese hills at that distance away from 

a proposed Jetport hinder the operati~n of a Jetport in 

Morris County? 

GENERAL COPSEY: Well, I think you .are using the word 

"hinder" when I ~aid they are a natural hazard to safety 

for those in the air and on the ground. 
). ' 

Now you know, if you ever hinder an airplane in the 

air., you're all through. (Applause.) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: That's obvious. 
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GENERAL COPSEYg So those are the points I wanted 

to. make and I appreciate the opportunity of once again 

impr~ssing and urging that whatever action you take on this 

you will obtain further study and evaluate it from the. stand= 

point of all the area of New Jersey and not try to solve a 

bad problem today by adding greater congestion to an areao 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Have you read this report1 

GENERAL COPSEYg Yes~ siro 

GOVERNOR MEYNEg Do you challenge the competency of 

any of the experts that made the report?, 

GENERAL COPSEYg I challenge two statements of the 

Port of New York Authorityo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Do you challenge any of the state= 

ments made by the experts? 
I 

GENERAL COPSEYi Yes, siro 

GOVERNOR MEYNER g What 1 

GENERAL COPSEYg Many of themo Mostly their assumptions 

from which their findings are arrived ato 

GOVERNOR MEYNER g Thank you o 

(ApplaU:Se O) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ We have an understanding now~ and 

we have had better than two hours for the proponents 9 I 

think now we ought to have two hours for the opponents and 

I am ready to go ahead with people who are classed as 

opponents unless I hear some suggestlonso 

IVIRo SHANLEYg The only suggestion I have, Governo:r 9 is 

that the witnesses 9 although there are a number of them 9 

will take a very short tlmeo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Iijd rather wait because I thought 

the.Legislators would be short tooo 
h~ 



GOVERNOR MEYNF..R: Oscar Bakke, Ass~st.ant 

· Admlnlstrator, Eastern negion, Federal Aviation .Agency. 

(Mr. Bal-eke comes to t.he .microphone. ) 

I should like to point out 'that ln the la·st. . 

elghtee.n months durtng t.hls dlscu~s1on, there hai been a 

good dea:1 or talk as to what the Federal Avlatlon Agency 

says, what they think ls proper ancl !sn•t proper, and !t. 

seemed to. me that 1n an area whe·re they are t·espon~lble 

tor safety and for traffic that they ought to come here 

and tak• some position with reference to this matter. And 

the two matters I have asl1:ed them about .1 s the need for 

an airport. ln the New Jersey· Metropoll tan .Region and the 

teaslb1llty or locating that airport in the northern sect.Ion. 

lo 

l was· In touch wt th the of flee or the Admlnl strator, 

Mr. Halaby, and he has sent here ieveral people from the 

Federal Avlatlon Agency. 

_ Now, would you tel 1 us your response to the 

two questions l raised ln my letter to Administrator Halaby7 

· OSCAI:l BARHE: l w111 be very happy to, Governor. 

As you have lnd.lcated, I come h¢re ln re~ponse t.o 

your request or Mr. Halaby for the assistance~- ... 

GOVERNOR MEYNEH: 'Can that be tuned up7 

(Audience cannot hear Mr. Baklte.) 

MR. BAJ{}{Es 1 would say again, t1overnor, that. I 

com~ here at your specific Inv! tat~on to Mi ... Halaby that the 

Federal Aviation Agency presen~ some lnd1ca.t1on of the 
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extent to which lt ht:ui parttc.lpated Jn. some ot · the .studtss 

that. have been undertaken ln the recent past concerning 

the location of a. major Jet a!rpo:rt in the N®w Yorl< .Met-ropoli-ta~ 

area and including northern New Jersey. 

I have with me Mr. Jo$eph w~ Johnson, who ·is. 

Chief of the 1'Urport· ·Planning Branch of the Airp•orts Dlvlsion 

... in Washington, and Mr •. -Walter· Buechler, -♦t1h.o is a.n air traffic 

control spec1~11st• in the Regional l~adquarters at ldlewfld. 

And $hould you have any :need tor add!U.onal d€t .. al led assistance 

trom either of these gei'lt!emer? !ti the airports or a!r traffic 

control area, l should:: he hapI,?:Y t.o mal<~ them aval lable to 

· you. 

First I should say that the Federal Aviation Agency 
J 

bas no dlrect chncern In the selection or that particular 

c_ommun·l ty or ·tocate wt thl!n wh!ch any n,irr~ort sha.11 be locaitect. 

- We do wi th!n the prov!~!ons •Of the Federal Af.d to Airpctvts 

Act. We do ma.He provisi-on for Federal assistance In the 

construction of. a'i.rports upon appl !cation of the ,:1.ppr-oJ:'riate 

toca_l author1t!es. We wlll·Where airport. sites are planned 

review those planned s.l tes .with o. view toward determining 

whethe~ any conflict in the iuse of ai:r space may be expected 

a.s a result of operations ln and out of those airports, 

~rhere has been no. ,p~~c !tic site that has .been 

placed before the Peder-al Av.ta.ti.on Agency tor evaluat.!011 ·and, 

therefore, with respect to ·such matters as the su1tab111ty 

of the terrain~ tor instance, the approach areas Into end 

the departure areas out of such td rporttS, we have no. apec!f!c ·, 
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J. 
assistance that we can give you at. this tlrne. At. such. 

time as a specific site Is selected, we !$tand·ready to make 

a detat.led evaluation or that·atte and t.o orrer·any detailed 

assJst.anee we are able. 

Now, ln the preparat!on c,t many of the studies 

that were und_ert.aken by the New York Port Authority and by 

many of the consultant.agencles whos~ services were obtained 

by the Po·rt. -Authority, such as the Air-borne Instruments 

· · · Lah, we have provided a great deal ·or Information, particularly . 
' \ 

ln t.he air trattlc centred area. We recognize the fact. that 

· the Federal government.· the F.A.~. ln part.leular, has 

exclusive Jurladlctlon with respect to tbe control of air 

trattl.c and. the only source ot lnforrnat1on concerning -the 

alr traffic control eondJt.lons that shall apply to the· 

·seleotton ot an airport must ~e had from the F.A.A. Accordingly, 

• ,· .we were host to many to l~t who con·sulted wl th- u& and asked our 

· advlce. conce.rnlng alr traftlc contro 1 problems.· 

As a result or thls consultat!onwe have advised 

al'l who asked or the problems that are now peculiar to the New 

York area·, lneludlng the departure and arrival routes ·snt.o 

:·.\ < · and out or Ne\,1ark, LaGuard!a, ldlewl ld and so on. We have · · · 

also explored what. llkel}' eonf llct in air space wl 11 ext st 

from the location or·a major Jet airport elsewhere ln the 

Ne~ York Metropolitan area •. And as a result ot .these. ·st_udJes:,._ · 

we have determined that an airport bullt. too close to the 

ext,t;tng New York complex may well be Intolerable. We have 

translated t-hls generalization Into something spectfSc which 
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appears in ttie report of the New York Po·rt Authorl ty · 

dealing w!th this subject. 

I have before me some sectional charts on which 

J have Indicated by some -rather roughly-drawn lines an area 

wlt.hln northern New Jer,eywh!eh approximates that also 

described In the ·report of the New York Port Author! ty. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Do you' agree with the c·oneluslon ·· 

that has been advanced that we need one add! tlonal jfJtport 

tor the N·ew Yorlt-New-.Jersey Metropollt.an.a.rea7 

MR. BAKUE: Yes, slr, we do. 

C"lOVERNOR MEYNER: I mean, Is there any question 

about- that? 
''' 

· MR. BA.KKE: Noi so far as the F .A.A. ls concerned. ·. · 

. May. l ask • d!d you ldent.lty spec1f!cally t.he northern· New 

J-ersey area? 

GOVERNOR MEYNE:R:· Yes, from roughly a Urie drawn 

from Newark to Trenton and north of that. 

MR. BAKKE: Well, sir, let me say that we have ·. 

chtabllshed wl thout question that· there ls need tor an 

addlt!ona.1 Jet airport serving the Greater New York Metropolitan 

area. and-we have made specific provision tor such an airport•·:. 

· within the natl_onal airport _.plans upon which _the expenditure .. · .. 

of Federal funds for· ,~_edera.l airport -asslstance wt 11 be 

pr~dlcated. 

OOVEH.NOR MEYNEih The reason l ask yott th! s 1 si 

· There have been a large nurn.ber of arguments· made to the --effect·-: 

that you couJd_ accelerate the servlce-tn the Newarlt~ LaOuardla; 
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s. 
ldlewl ld and Teterbot·o. Airports and that you were. :not, u1lng 

to tht full the capacity or those four airports. NJturally, 

before we make any effort to t.ry to put an airport. somvhere 

else, we want to know whether that ·area. has used.its capac;lty 

to the full • 

. MR. BAl<KE: We beU,ve that the present airport 

tac 111 ties at Mewa-rk, Teterboro, LaOuardla and Idlewl ld are 

approximately at $&turatlon now. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: And we ought to be building one 

somewhere· ln tile metropolitan area1 

MR. BAlmE: That. there· should be another major 

Jet. airport constructed ln th~ metropolitan area. 

OOWRNOR Mt"'J·HER: Well,. so ·far a.s New Jersey la 

.concerned where would be the advantageius sl~e? 
i.' 

I 

MR. BAKKEt There are two ~ondltlons that w 

have explored,·one ot·them In falrlyigeneral· terms and one 

ot. ·them talrly specltlcally. 

·MR. SHANLEY: · .Mar I Interrupt a. m!nutel You have · 

a perfect right to ask. any,queitlon you want, but on the other 

ha.nd there ls no ~ppl!c:atlon.' before t.h~ F.A.A. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: This ls a hea.rtng In o.rder to 

enable me-""!-

MR. SHANLEYt They haven't made a thorough study 

because they have no appllcat.lon. 

GOVERNOR M!!YNER: This ls a hearing .to enable me 

to de~lde on a particular blll. Proceed. 

fv'i.R. BARKE: There are two condl t.lons that. apply, 
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6·. 

·ope. of which I am prepared t.o conttnent.. rather ·&pec:ltlcally on - -

·- __ ,1,nd tthou1d you desire any addl'tlo11al nii:taJJ, a speclallst can 

- :. · be furnished • and thls has to do wU.h the a.tr ~raffle control : :· · 

llml-tatlons that W0'11d apply to the - loc·ati:on or an al rport. 
. , . 

As 1 Indicated -before, t.he areas are ::r~ughly sbo"1n ·in the 
' ' ' . . . . . 

report ot_ the New York Port Author! ty •. 

'<._1_ have .betcrfl me on th! s sec·tlonal chart some 

_ llne.s that. lndicate-.areas ah~:~ tn.dlcated ln · the report of the-
\1 

New york Por.t Authorl':_~Y• Wba(\ 1 am saying ls .tha.t slnc·e they -
i~. ' .. ~~,~- '.. . . 

- bav,s: ob~alnecL tbe Ir baa le lntorm.atlo.n from the F.A.A., there 
·':•:\ . ·. 

-•~ general a_grcement on\ the prop~sltlon that the. areil wl-a:,lch ls.•-,:, 
1 . _ :i - -

ldentlt1e.~ b:y a llne from Greenwood Lake :t.o Somerset.. -- . 

OOVERf~ MEnilm I SoJr ae. t or ••-
_,- ,.,1. 

~i,~ 

MR. BlU<Y£: /Excuse me. 
• .J.J; 

,if/' 
GOVERNOR .Wi£YflER: its ft Summit. or Somerv111e7 · 

/t ' : 

. MR.· BAl{l<£t (con.f'tnutng) .~,,j,,- sum.ml t., an4 thence 
', . . }f' , -__ , .. 

to t:he Vlllage o.r Sto.cl\:t.ori on the Delaware. That. line repre-- - I . -
. . I . 

sen ts the east.err.uno1t ,nd .s9uther11mo1t ar~a wl thl.n whlc.h, from -
. ,.i'r . . , . 

an_ a1·r t.rafttc~eontro1· pQ!nt' ·o.r vlew, we are able to ~ccept 

a· ma.Jor Je1:. i1.l:rport. Any place west ·or. north o-t · these· lines, 

lt .l$ possible tor us to accom1uodate safely the addltlona.1 

alr t_ratftc t.hat would be hand.led by - that would ln tae.t·be 

generated by· a new major airport. eon.structed In thlt area.· 

OOVER,NOH·MEYNEH: 1n·other words, you.are saying 

tha:t. the location .frQm a traffic 1>afety standpoint would })e • 

place north and weut. ox--.. a llne drawn from Stockton t.o 5umrolt _ 

to Oreenwood·La.ke? 
. I 

Mll,. BARKEt ·That ta correct." slr. 
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GOVERNOR Ml:~YNER: . How about. the_ possibllity of a 

Burlington site? 

MR. B.AR}{E t Slr, we have looked carefully at . the· 

teasib!Ut.y of a major Jetport !oeat!on ln this area and 

our conclusfon ls that we are unable to accommodate It within 

our existing al~ traffic control system. 

OOVERNOtl MEYN.ER: Can you malte any prognostications 

as to whether or not t.here !s a strong or a weatt posslbl 11 t;y 

that you can get a new .system that would pro-vlde traffic 

safety in an area other tba.n the one you m®ntloned? 

._m. BAKKE: Well;· l am not able to foresee It at 

·the present time. To ask whether lt would be po3sfble to 

contemplate a completely new riavlgatlon system, for instance,· 

t.bat would e~able us t.o.use off-shore routes and navigate with 

a~curaoy oornparable to what !Si. now possib~e over land ls, l 

suppose, a matter of specttl.at!on. l certainly wouldn't 

visualize lt in the roreieeable future an4 as a generallzatlon,. 

wlthln the next ten or tltteen years. 

Now,. to u.nderstand the ,traffic congestion here. you 

should know that the air space required for the most heavily 

travelled routea ln the world between the New York complex and.,'. 

for Instance, liashlngton - th! a al r .space ! s completely rt~ led. • 

with control alr space required for the safe separation or 
traffic. It hiin't as t.hr.rugri ! t would be po!Ss!ble to squeeae· 

some or 1 t together or perhaps to .· find•:~: some unused alr space· 

ln betwecnG There ts no unused a!r space in between •. All of 

lt ls today occuptedt, And I say that under our existing system . 
we are unable to see our way clear. 
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a. 
Here ·l should tndleate what· the .statutory Interest. 

of t.he F.A.A, is ln t.hls matter;, . trnder t.he Federal Aviation 

Act., as ,you are doubt.less a\-Jare; the federal Av·fat!on Agency 

· doe.1. hav·e. the reapon&!b111ty to review_ the aJrport location$ 

whle.h are ccmtemplated tor new con.:1t.ruetton 1n. order -to·-. det.etmih~, 

WhetJ1~:.f', af r space. can a~cotnmochJte safely the operat!_On$ 
' ' , 

conteJ~ptat.ed out or such airports. And !t would be necessary· 

.that_t:lle· F •. A~A. _htudy particularly :any :t.ratflc haaards., which 

mlgbt -gene·rate front o.,ny :,uch l.oeatlon. ln the event. that. con- .·-­

. · t-llct: to,uld be tore seen, It wou.ld then be necessary u11der the··. · 
' ,, 

' . ' ' 

·act tor the ·Federal AvlatJon Ag~ncy ·to Jrnpose restrtctl~na on 

the use ot airspace In and <>ut. of such an airport.. 
. . .. 

GCWEJUfOR .MI::YN.eRs How about travel tlme wlth respeo·t-

t.o t.he loc.at·lon of an airport 1 

· · - ·r.,m. BJ~<KE: Sir, we ~ave rJW.de no efrott t.o ldent.Jfy 

any. part.!cular geographJ.~ :area on thh, aeettonal chart.·_ 

At a generaUzat1on we can say· in the admlnlstratlon or the 

Federal Alrport Act., we have found· that. ground. trf.\vel tlme In 

excess ot an ho~r repreienta exce·uslve ground travel tlme and 

l would say that' as the $peed ot aircraft tncrtfase$, It · 

becomes lncreastngly unacceptable. 

}low the reason I irun u.nable. to identify by specl'flc 

J.lne OT geographic area Is th~- fact that. we have no Jur1 s­

dletlon nor hav~ we any control over.the ground transport 

faei 11 tles~ We don• t bu! ld highway& to and from alrporti •. 

'We don't select the ground trattsport servicea. · What ~e .- say 

,••.-. 

$li that regardless ct wqat those g·:round .tra:n$port. facl 11 tles at,:< 
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when an airport ex.cee.ds· one hour or ground travel time, a 

inaJor Investment t'n an airport facility .to serve the 

community thus separated_from. the.airport would appear to 

be a poor one. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: 'There has been some dlSCU$Sl·on 

about the rear or about the po,alblllty of property and 

damage and deaths to third parties by reason or the operation 

of a Jetport. oo·you have any stattst.ies with reference to 

thlrd party tnJurlea7 

MR~ BAKJ{Ei St,r, unfortunately I have no such 

materlal with me al the moment. However, lf 1 t. would serve 

your purpose I would be v,~·ry htWY to fur.nlsh some- 1n detail. 

1 would like w.l th your permlsslon to. make one· 

general comment, however. I have attempted to indicate that 

the Federal government wl 11 not ... certainly does not. choose t.o 

1nJect Itself .lnto whate~~r 13$U<'U• are purely· lo.cal. or state 

ln nature. Bµt I do th!nlt that l t· is a dlscerv!c,e to t.he 

· Nation. to the .av1aUon !ndultry. unnec\fitssarlly to roallgn 

t.he alr transport 1l'ldustry by the creation of a p"tcture, an 

,lmpresslon of hazard which not only does not exist, but 

doesn't even exist cloiely ln the order· In which lt haa 

beert pictured before thlt group. 

l would saylf I could indicate thls Jn very general. 

ter.mi that lf we were to compare - because only by comparison· 

can we make rea1l$tJc evaluation of what. hazard actually la -

and I would say here that or the son1e 50 person3 who 
I . 

constitute fatalities resulting ·rrom air carrier operations 1n· 

the last ten years ... l don• t need to S.ay that theie 50 · 
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shouldn't. have been dead today ... that we certainly should 

direct -a.11 our efforts. to pre·vent th!'s sort of_ !nt.rus!on 

into the secuFlty of persons and property on the ground. 

· Bu:t I do say that It becomes m.e:aningful to compare tbJ. s wl t.h · 

third person f'ataUtie~ that resttU.,. for f.nstance, from. rall• 

roads. or buses~ It. tsn•t Just a little bit rnor~- Ooverttoro 

lt tsntt Just as though we are compurlng t\m1)_ thingi whlcb are 

ot dlf.ferent orders of grade o The ordt=u·· or huza:rd ls something 

In the nelg~1borhood of three or four hundred to one and l 

say that. -if U~e State or New Jersey has any Judgment to mw1.e 

With respect to the· hazi1rd. t.hat has been 1nt 11.cted upon 

·third persons from air transportation~ I ~ould suggest, sir, 

that !t owes a very ::&er!ous vot.0 ot thanlts to the alr carr!e~ 

industry tor hnvlng 1,rotected persone ·on the ground as well as 

11;. has ln the ytH.trs past Ill 

OOVI!RNOR MEYNEH: How a.bout the _safety record With 

l~ve you some recent statistics with 

reff.:rence to how safe- Jet:s are 1 Are: t...hey t1rn.ter than prop planes? 

MR. BAJ:mE: We U ,: sl r; st nee the pure Jets we1te 

Introduced into ~Ir t.ran:,portat!on in 1958-59, we have had 

only one fatal r1cc 1 dent, th.at 1 s • one ace 1 d~n t. 1n wh1 ch 

paiuenger frd.a.UtieS- were !nvolvedrt -rhia one was the well­

pubUc!.zed colU-810n near the Preston ,.., or Ju.s·t. beyond the 

Pr<Hrton holding pattern - Just in New York C!ty~ Now, 

with the excer,t.ion of this one ac-cidentfr there ha$ be~ln no 

i"ata.11th:!So I might ,&ay a.gain since some perspsct.lv·e ls 

re<1u1red here t .. hat it ! s m~:H:trdngtul to polnt out. that now that 
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we have tncreased t~e experienc:~ 1.evel 1n the cockpit In 

Jet operattona, now that we have gotten beyond the Jnlt!al, 

to·. use·. a phra,e, ndebuggtng•' process 1n Jet aircraft~ we 

have had a rem~rkably good.safety r~cord ln air transportation.· 

lt ls a pl'ty r.Jlat ·th@ ~QGl(bmt at Oenver yesterday \-lh!ch 

resulted h1 17 tatul!t.l@i on the Denver Airport was the first. 

air c1rrl~r ;fatality t>tt have had ln six. and one-half months 

an_d ~hrU, durhig th!t p@r·iorl we have f1o~tn approximately three 

tlmtH a~. m,r1ny pat;i@naer ml lei w1 th.out ta.tiU 1 ty ()r ser lous 

1,iJury t~ passeng,n·i as w,, hilVt In the pr@Vhlut ht story or 

Glf' tral'!·tperrt.atlon. 1 th!nlt th1i 11 a good rtc.ord, alr_, and 

J think t.\bat a'll of ,·uie 1.·ndlCtlthH\t In th1 conthn.ied Improvement 

or air aarrltr lf<'{'1dpment, ht the· 1!tt!ng or_ the ;@ru~rflt1 

eontidence ot alr Ctitrler crewe • t.htiti wt can tr.,tpfH~Jt th! s' 

leng h1provement !n air tt1aruiport aat~t.;y t~ e.zcmthme Indefinitely 

lnto th.<w tuturtt ., 

OOVEm~mn M.l:tYNTt!t: i""hanlt you V'11t)f tfiUCh, W~tdd you 

stiuid by with ;your assoc1at,;j'j' $0 that !t ·th~r(Ji ar~ ijont® qttttitU.ona 

·that aon1e up. l oould paiji them on to you? 

tlfR. t\.t~RlU~t - 1 would be very tu11,py to. 

{tCVERt·JOR MEVN.Eih Do yo·u havt ar-tyth!rtS to add? 

JV!}:1. BAH.Kt: No, str, I .b@Uev~ that covets .U. 
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GOVERNOR MEx'NERg I do want to say to any of you who are 

proponents that if you want to pass some questions up to me 

that can be asked of these people 9 1 1 11 consider ~skin~ the 

questione 

MR., SHANLEYg Thatvs very fine of you 9 Governor., Of 

coursei actually there is no right of cross examination here, 

as I indicatede 

- GOVERNOR MEYNERg Of course there isn it o Why exp la in 

the obviouse 

MRo SHANLEY: Well.9 my point is that I spent five ,years 

in the federal government and this man has no more right being 

up here testifying as he does today than flying., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Maybe.by your standards., But this man 

was asked to appear here through the Federal Administrator 

and he·was sent heree And lf you doft't like it, make your 

objections known to the administration, will you please? 

(Applause and boos.,) 

MR .. SHANLEY~ Thank you~ 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi I am told that Mro Joel Jacobson 

has another appointment and he wanted to be heard~ the 

President of the CIOo (Boos and Applau~ee) • 

MR., JOEL Re JACOBSON~ Thank you.very much$> Governor., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ No reading~ please .. 

MR., JACOBSONg I Just want to say in preface that I 

successfully sustained V-Day and four days~ four months 

subsE3quent at Anzio~ so I am not afraid of ,any noise which 

may possibly emerge as a result of my remarks., 
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My name is_ Joel Re Jacob~on and I am Pre_sident of the 

New Jersey State CIO Council. 

I welcome this opportunity to present on behalf of the 

industrial unions of New Jersey our view in opposition to 

, S-218 and in support of the construction of a major Jet airport 

in northern New Jerseye 

I would like, sir, to discuss this CIO viewpoint from 

two angles= first, the ·economic; and, secondly, the humano 

One of the· primary problems affecting a11 in New Jersey 

is the burdensome crush of unemployment (Boos o) I have a · 

great mass of statistical data to support our position that 

unemployment is one of the major problems in the State., 

Where 3% unemployment was once conside.:red normal, it -now hovers 

above and around the 10% mark and there is a great deal of 

cavalier attitude by many people concerning this. 

Secondly, there a:re 6 labor market ~:reas in New Jersey 

and each one of them in the past few years has been marked 

as substantial surpluse 

Thirdly, in the 10 years from 1950 to 1960 the combined 

poptilation of Hudson, Essex 9 Union, Passaic, Bergen and 

Middlesex Counties increased by 569,000 people 9 and in 

absolute numbers the Jobs for manufacturing industry in 

thesi areas declined by 15,000e 

A study undertaken by the Regional Plan Association 

indicates that these same six counties ~ill have an increase 

of lol million population by 1960; and somewhere in the 

neighborhood of three~quarters of a million new jobs wi11 be 
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nec·essary to support this population· 1n6:reaseo 

It has been estimated, and we-are conv-inced it is· 

accurate.9 that the over--all effect on employment-arid income 

of a major new airport wi 11 be the creation directly and 

ind i:rect ly of· 135,000 new Jobs and :the annuq. l income of 

$718 million calculated at 1960 wage levels . ., 

Govern_or:,: thts::_ atn 1·:t :··hay., 

Now the CIO has been extremely consistent !n appealing 

to businessmen to Join with us in taking moves to :r'3tain 

existing and attract new industry to the State of New Jersey. 

It is a truism which every bus inessm.a.n in the State of New 

Jersey agrees with.9 that a ·.major· new .a-irport in :North Jersey 

is a vital economic necessity. (Boose) 

I would po int out 9 Governo1:r.9 that no one ha~ refuted the 

economic gains to be derived from a jetport in this area.~ To 

the contrary, every ind!Vidual knows that jet operations are 

necessary for. a prosperous New Jersey economy.o 

And 9 Governor 9 I· would ·now 1 tke to approach .the pro·blem 

from the human angle and indicate to the people of New Jersey 

that the CIO does not ta.ke a dispassionate attitude t_oward the 

creation of jobso Our unemployed members find(.lt very difficult 

to be dis passionate about the abs_ence of work and 'income o 

Now I recognize the emotion that ls faced by individuals 

who anticipate jets .flying over their heads o I can understand 

these emotionse I would submit 9 sir 51 that an unempl_oyed 

worker'.· is very like.ly to feel just as emotional ab.out his 

inability to support his family as the Morris-County resident 

is emotional about the possibility of having his bucolic, 
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serene, affluence disturbed by airplanes .in -19700' (boos.) 

GOVERNOR IvIEYNER: ·Please· be tolerant. Yo:u,had your 

turn,. let. them have their turno (Rumble from audience.,) 

MR~.-JACOBSON: I am further, Governor, considerably 

disturbed· by the great number of more affluent airplane 

riding corporation executives-who are residents of Morris 

County who present this argument .- capsuled by Congressman 

Frelinghuysen this morning --they say that jets are vital for 

the economy of New Jersey but not over their heads, fly them 

out of Newark. (Boos.) · And I would cite as an example of 

this position that the Newark Association of Commerce and 

Industry, which is comprised of some very elegant gentlemen 

in the business: community of this city , .... .,. the Newark 

Association of Commerce and Industry in a barrage of 

statistics that wouict·stagger Isaac Newton has taken a 

vigorous·stand for the jet operation out of Newark Airporto 

I don't think it's funny to point out that four or 

the five top officers of the Newark Association of Commerce 

and Industry, the organization that wants jets in Newa:rk, ' 

h~ppen·to be residents of Morris· County. 

Now, if it werenit so serious~~it would be almost 

am~slng to watch the whirling-d~rvish tactics of some of our 

State's top corporations executives as th~y dance around 

their own· inconsistencies. (Boos.) 

And the most passionate advocates of jet aircraft I 

operations out of·Newark, because as they say it will help 

the State's economy 9 are the same corporation executives who 

1 ive in or· near Morris County and who are waxing hysterica·1 
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in opposition to a Jetport the:ree 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi In fair,ness~ I want to say that quite 

a number of executives who have contacted me are rather vehement 

about Jets in Morris and Jets in Newarko 

MRo JACOBSONg At least this is a consistent position 

which I can understand 9 Governoro 

Now I would like to conclude 9 sir 9 with one last pointo 

I would suggest to th~ good citizens of Morris County 

a little introspective analysis and a desire to reach con­

clusions based upon equityo I find them very·inconsistent, 

as I witnessed today a violent emotional reaction to the 

proposition that jets should operate in Morris _County 9 but 

I have heard f:rom these same citizens a deafening silence when 

it comes to :running jets out of Newark Airport or when it comes 

to disrupting homes in Esse~ 9 Newark and Hillside for the 

construction of highways so that they may visit and be served 

by the metropolitan ~reao 

And I would submlt 9 sir.9 that the people who 1 ive ·in 

Newark and Hillside have ch!ld:ren whom.they send.to school.9 

and they have churches they attend, and that if progress is 

to be.made you cannot invc;,ke a double standard that progress 

must be made only at the expense of those who live in urban 

areasj not those who live in rural a:reaso 

I would submit that progress, if progress in Morris 

County is to be subordinate to the rights of the individuals 

there, cannot take precendence over the rights of citizens 

elsewhere a 
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Now in conclusion1 Governor, in February, 1960, the 

State CIO Council said that we are not experts on the .1-0cation 

of a jetport& We made the position very plain that we want 

this facility in New Jerseyo 

I have heard the gentleman from the Federal Aviation 

Agency this morning, and I have read the reports, and I am 

convinced that this ha~ been an objective survey and study 

and points out the need to locate the jet airport in the 

area under considerationo To this extent we would urge you 

to veto S-218., 

Thank you0 (Hissing and booso) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Hearing hissing always makes me 

proud of a democracyo (Rumble in audienceo) 

I have a request from Ao Jo Clay, Jrc~ Airline 

Pilots Assoclationo I would hope his statement would be short 

and to the pointo 

You'll admit you're prejudiced, won't you: 

MRo Ae Je CLAY~ To some extent~ yes9 sirG 

I'm here on behalf of the Airline Pilots Association, 

Governor~ We are against S-2180 

We do not think we can afford to allow our aviation 

development to lage We feel that this bill will delay for 

a long time the construction of a Jetport in the New York 

Metropolitan Areao Our facilities have always lagged behind 

in aircraft., This has always been a major problem for the 

pilotso 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Will you try to avoid reading? 
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MRo GLAYg Yes~ siro 

We feel that this leg~slation ii prompted.by th~·fi~rs·· 

that a:re common to most technological advanceso 

Ou:r major concern is with th.e job opportunities and 

promotion opportunities for the many pilots andS> more 

recently~ stewards and stewardesses with whom we are affiliatedo 

We feel that if facilities are not available in New 

Jersey for the operation of the la:rger 9 :fasterS> ,·highet=paying 

equipment, our people will be forced to move from New Jerseyo 

Many of them have investments here, their homes, ·their interest 

in the comm.unities an·d the schoolso Many of them now are 

commuting to LaGuardia and Idlewildo They feel that the ride 

is wo:rth it because they want to live in New Jerseyo (Applause 

and booso) 

Others are flying out o.f Newark on propel le:r driven 

equipment when they could be flying out of Idlewild on Jet 

equipment for the same reasono However. if you enact the 

bill or if this bill ls approved~ we feel that lt would delay 

eventual construct_ion of the, Jetporto Many of- our people would 

becom~ discouraged o~er··a long ~alt and they ~otild have to 

move to a position closer to their worko (Boos and hissingo) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi I would gather you a:re mo:re of a 

pilot than a speechmakera 

MRo CLAY~ Yes 9 slro That us co:rrecto (Laughtero) 

This proposed jetport would ·be a supplement to the 

facilities of the New York area and we feel the primary benefit 

would be to New Jerseys, the people who U.Ve he:res, including 

ou:r members a · 



This bill would exclude from consideration a large 

areas We do feel that each proposed site should be considered 

on the merits of that site alone and not by a law which·would 

exclude such a large geographical locationc 

We believe that the recommendations of the Doolittle 

Report, while some years old now, a.re still very much as 

valuable as when the General made his report& We think that 

the safeguards that he mentions.,.., adequate runway lengths~ 

adequate over-run areas 9 proper zoning laws---= would provide 

the necessary safeguards for the communityo 

On the matter of noise abatement 9 there is progress being 

made. I do not think that further restriction of operation is 

the answers We have in the past been assured that present 

runway lengths would be adequate for future equipmento This 

has never proved to be the caseo We donfft think it wil 1 in this 
J 

instance. We feel that we will need much longer :runways than 

are presently available at most airports for the new equipment 

which we expect in about 8 to 10 years., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Does that conclude your statement? 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Someone is concerned that you havenvt 

been authorized to appear on behalf of the Ass6ciationo 'Have 

you been authorized? 

l'vTRe CLAY~ I am the Regional Vice President for the 

Airline Pilots Associatione I represent approximately 2800 

pilots in the New York=Dover,Delaware 9 - there are some pilots 

based there, = and the Boston area o I am authorized to, speak 

on all matters of Association policy in this areao 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Thank you very mucho (Applausee) 
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GOVERNOR MEYNER:. There are four peop'le who made studies 

who I think can give a brief summary. Mr. Warskow of AIL. 

Will you state who you are, Mr. Warskow7 

MARTIN A. WARSKOW·: Mr. Governor., my name is Martin· 

Warskow from Airbone Instrument_ Laborato_ry., a division· o·r · 

·Cutler & Hammer. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: And you are just going to g'ive us a~,·•.::,, 
'/ 

· short summary, 1. 1m sure. 

MR. WARSl{OW: RI gti t. 

GOVERNOR MEY~ER: How· long are you going, to take? 

MR. WARSKOW: Abo'ut 10. minutes •. · 

GOVERNOR. MEYNER :. · All right.. Let I s get th.e 10 

. MR. WARSKOW: First, I. wish to enter ,into the. record:, 

· ·.·.:.:then, c9pies .of the report we prepa;red. 

We were·retained by the.Port of New York Authort:ty. 

16ok into two areas in crinnection with a new airport~ 

the air•space sltuatlon to give an indication where new· alr,port·s 1

•: . 
. '. ·,;•, ,' 

··,could be located; and th~ second, to determine the tiltimate: 

:capacity of the present airport ~ystem in New York. 
' . : 

I will not go !nto the qualifications of our firm :exo~pt'),::: 
. ' . , 

_ to say 1:,ha t we have been in· business f.or about 15 years. 

First., I would just ll.ke to summarize the first volume 

reg~rding air space. We investigated 17 locations in New Jersey,· 

· Lo·ng. Island, and in .Westchester. They were looked at to ·make 

sure that they would not interfere with the operation of the 

present ·a.lrports because if you are trying to increase .capacity 

obviously you must gain capacity., not lose it.·. 
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We, therefore, loo.ked at what restrictions, if any, 

each of these sites ~ould place on th~ air'traffic ~ituation· 

and, in addition, the over-all iricrease in air traffic capa6ity 

that would result. 

We did look at technological advances. Our firm is 

involved in this type_of work and we are quite aware of what ls· 

goin~ on in this field. 

In the detailed study, ~hich I would like to cover 

briefly, we looked at.certain things which are quite fundamental 

to the _system. One• is the desire of the pub 1 le regarding 

where they come from and where they go to. Thi's is a fundamental 

which we do not think will change. And to do this, we spent some 

three months photographing· the radar scopes in the New York 

area and then finally picked one day from which we completely 

ca_talogued all flights in and out of the' whole New York area., 

from south of Philadelp~ia to north of Wilton, Connecticut, 

and from this found the traffic flow on an actual busy IFR day. 

I would like here to present a figure.- I don't know just 

'how to locate that~ if we may (refer.ring to chart). This figure 

represents sort of a summary of the direction of traffic flow, 

and if you can orient yourself, there you see Long Island off to 

the righ~, with Manhattan in the middle, Newark and the main 

airports. We found that the traffic flow here and in other 

similar s~udies is 30% from the west, 25% to the southwest., 

and then the remainder of the traffic comes from six other 

directions. It's rather scattered around. So your main direc.tions 

of flow are from the west and the southwest. 
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GOVERNOR MEYNER~ This is the air traffic coming in? 

MRo WARSKOW~ Correcto 

From that$ sir; we go to the nekt chart·whi6h~~lli give 

an indicatibn of the co~plexlty or·the air space lri ·this areao 

While .it is being placed, (:referring to chart)~ first 9 

regarding technologic~l advances~ to put a little perspective on 

what we might expect in the future, we have today a navigation 

system which was adopted some 15 years ago and it is only now 

coming into full useo This chart indicates the airways over 

the area from about PhNadel'phia up into the Connecticut area.9 

and the solid lines indicate exi~ting airways 9 the dotted lines 

are airways that have JU~t r~cently been established, and then 

the ~liptical patterns are th~ air space teserves for holding; 

and it Just indicates the solid cover of use of air space in 

New Jerseyo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well 9 this substantiates,9 to some 

deg:ree.9 what the Federal Aviation Regional Director mentioned== 

MRo WARSKOW~ Righto 

,GOVERNOR MEYNERg ==. that the room upstairs wa~ near 

saturation pointo 

MRo WARSKOWg It is~ That is correcto 

The possibility of relocating this in either direction 

is almost nilz) we thinko To the west you have other airways 

which a:re not shown on the chart; to the east you have the 

ocean-which doesn't lend itself to the navigation system that 

we have todayo And l say 9 ther~ is no serious move to replace 

the navigation system in use todayo 



In picking a spbt or the·areas where an airport might 

be located, we arrived at four basi~ considerations - one is 

that the instrument runway must parallel the instrument runways 

of the present airport; second, that -it must primarily serve 

this domestic long-haul traffic to the west and to the southwest; 

it must provide for airspace use over the airport without 

interference with the present airports; and then~ of course,.· 

serve the good weather or VFR situationso 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Who made those charts? Paterso.n is 

going to,be offended, you have two t 1 s in thereo 

IVIRo WARSKOWi I im afraid we wi 11 have to get after .out. 

graphic peopleo 

This chart is the summary., :really'!' Looking at the 17 

sites, all of which are numbered on the chart, the blue area 

indicates the airspace that is needed to. operate today!$ 

airports. Anything added to this area in the way of a major 

a·irport will severely restrict the present airports~ It would 

just be intolerableo 

The 1 ight bl~e area involves a. group of _airports in· 

southern New Jersey which, even if McGuire· were eliminated.9 

would still involve considerable restr-iction to their 

operation. 

The dark gray areas indicate areas where you could have 

an airport operation but. on a quite restricted basis. 

Then finally 9 the light gray area is the area wherein 

we think three possibilities lie, and those are numbers 4, 7 

and 8, Pine Island, Morristown and Solberg, Hunterdono 

That summarizes the air space study we accomplished.,· 
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I might say that took about six months of worko 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ · Wel1 9 on· the aif space study, do you 

agree essentially with the Federal Aviati-on Agency saying that 

it had to :be somewhere between a point·drawn·fromStockton to 

Summit to Greenwood Lake 9 north and west of that? 

MRo WARSKOW~ I don 11 t know the area quite that we11 9 

except I know that area in New Jersey is the area in which it 

must beo I might also say that- those bulges you see are an 

indication of the arrival and departure patterns which must 

be preserved for the present .airports o 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Mro Bakke, do you have that map? 

So, you have finished air spaceo From the standpoint of air 

space you say one of these four should be·the oneso 

MRo WARSKOWi One of the threeo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg One of the threeo 

MRo WARSKOW~ Co:rrecto 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ The:.only question I have is 9 do you 

agree substantially with the Federal 

MRo WARSKOW~ I believe soo 
. ·, 

00.VERNOR MEYNER~ You can look at this map because I 

think he's got a line there that shows Stockton 9 Summit and 

Greenwood Lakeo 

MRo ·wARSKOWg (Looking at map) Yes 9 I agreeo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ All r!ghto Now 9 what 1 s the other 

phase that you want to presento 

IVlRo WARSKOWg The second is the .capac 1 ty of the. existing 

airports or what capacity ther.could attain in the future yea:rso 
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This study took a longer period, lt covered a period of over a 

year and 9 fortunately~- we had time to really look into what is 

the practical capacity today at the airports as a base from 

which to starto 

We also then looked into any possible improvements in 

air traffic flow in airports and we were not limit_ed in runways 

or their locations at the.present airportso 

It happens that this work followed on some work we had 

done where we did for the Federal Aviation Agency develop a 

technique of accurately predicting the actual capacity of 

airportso 

And Just one small point on how we arrived at this which 

was that we did start, as shown on this chart,with the actual 
f 

spacing between aircrafts as they arrive over the threshold in 

bad weather 9 and then looking.at the improvements that might 

be accomplished to determine what the spacing would be in the 

future yea:rso 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg In other words 9 you-concluded 9 as you 

indicate in your report 9 that the other airports are crowdedo 

Is this right? 

MRo WARSKOWg Yeso There is room to grow at Newark and 

Idlewild 9 we think, but we say that today the capacity is== 

well$ when we did the study it was about 105 in instrument 

weathero That has improved some because a new major runway 

nas come into use at ldlewild and== 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg And you got most of you:r statistics 

from lhe Federal Aviation Agency which has alfeady arrived at 
',, ---

tha t conclusiono 
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MRo WARSKOW~ Righto And_ we think by 1975 the capacity 

wi 11 be some:where around 150 movements which per hour over 

the year == · 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg You have made the point about air space' 

and you 0ve made the point about 'limited capacity of p:resent 

a-i rports and the need of a new one ,9 what other points do· you 

want to highlight from the rather detailed report that you 

made? 

MRc WARSKOWg I could speak briefly on the runway layout 

on the proposed new airport 9 if you would wish thato 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Yeso We11 9 do you have a runway 

layout for a place. such as Morristown? or 1·mean 9 not== 

MFL WARSKOW~ We 11 9 in the orig inaJ Port Authority 

Report of 1959 t~ere were some preliminary plans included and 

also some criteria for a new airport 9 and we have these== 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Do you have it there somewhere? 

MRo WARSKOWg in more detail to show what is 

involved thereo First 9 basica11y 9 the airport 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg WeU 9 the one thing that bothers me 9 

I think a lot of people who are here today have no concept 9 

genera Uy 9 ·as to where the beg inning of the runway might be 9 

where the end might be 9 what the buffer zone would be== 

(rumble by audience) 

reality so that=~ 

"' 
I would like to see it related to 

MRo WARSKOWg Wel-1 9 we have another chart that would help 

on thato Let me Just say on this one that the basic layout 

must be four runways to accommodate the traff le and 'the weather 

conditionso These charts are now Port Authority== not the charts 
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but rather the o:riginal work are the criteria- developed ·by the 

Port Authority, and they have provided for 9 roughly 9 a three 

mile buffer zone_ off the edge of each runway.si as you can see 9 and 

4,000 feet wide= some 14,000 by 4 9 000 feeto 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Now~ in_ that buffer zone would all that 

property be taken? 

I.VIRo WARSKOWg That I donnt know but the idea of it is 
_J 

that it would be used fo:r such things as possibly :recreation 9 -

water storage would-possibly be necessary 9 and things which 

do not involve residential developmento 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Is there a representative of the Port 

Authority who could answer that question? Oh, Mro Fallono 

All right, 1n11 ask you to·explain that latero 

MRo WARSKOWg All right 9 then 9 the one last chart would 

indicate how, this might fit in the Morristown a:reao I think 

you probably better turn that chart up ve:rticallyo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Well 9 where would the center of that 

suggested airport be? 

MR., WARSKOWg It would 1 ie· in this fashion which would 

mean that the buffer zones== they are one way runways 9 

incidentally, the buffer zones 9 you will notice ar~ only in 

one directiono So you have four main directions of in and out 

traffic into the airporto You might point those out if you 

wouldo (indicated on chart) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Well now 9 assume you have a wind 

from the south 9 and I guess that is the most prevailing, is it? 

I.VIRo WARSKOWg In instrument weather it would be, and in 
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VFR itns probably northeast, or rather== 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg All right,, Assume the wind is from 

the south, where would the takeoffs and landings be ~n those 

northeast~southwest strips? 

MRo WARSKOWi It would be in from the north and then the 

other strip to the right would be the one used for takeoff,, 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi In other words 9 you would have 9 

roughlyi a three=mlle buffer zone for both landing and takeoffo 

MRo WARSKOWg Right,, 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg For the landing it would be three miles 

before you touched down~ and for takeoff it would be about thr~e 

miles beyond the end of the runwayo 

MRo WARSKOWg Righto This.would mean that you would 

have an altitude of 900 ~o 1~000 feet at that pointo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg At the end of the runway you would 

have how much of an altitude? 

MJL WARSKOWg No, at the end of the buffer zone o 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg At the end of the buffer zone== 

MRo WARSKOWg On an approach, some 900 or 19 000 feeto 

I 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg 900 or lsOOO feeto This is approacho 

MRo WARSKOWg Approacho On departure it generally would 

be much more than that because the climb=alt is usually more 

optimistico 

That concludes my statement unless you have something 

moreo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Thank you very mucho 
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GOVERNOR MEYNER:: Mro Ro Dixon Speasa 

Mro Speas 9 your report is here in detail and it will 

be considered as part of the recordo I assume that you, by 

virtue of the report 9 a summary of which is in here 9 have some­

thing to say about travel time to and from an airport .. 

Ro DIXON SPEAS (President of Ro Dixon 

Speas Associates 9 Inco 9 Aviation Consultants 9 New Yor~)~ 

Governor Meyner 9 our,.responsibilities included the 

reviewing and exploratinn of the technical aspects of aircraft 

equipment planning as they related to thls 9 also q1e matter of 

the traffic demando And Mro Simpson 9 who wu1· J,1r1 ~ssistlng me.11 

has also been quite active on the projecto I see he is back of 

the chart somewhere 9 .but when he comes out that will be Mro 

Simpsono 

GOVERNOR lVIEYNERg Can you be sure i~ wiJl be Mro 

Simpson? 

MRo SPEAS~ 

is Mro Simpsono 

I hope· it wi 11 1.De Mr o Simpsono And it 

Governor Meyner 9 if I may just ver,y2' briefly· review 

a 1 ittle bit of my own back ground with relationsh:ip ,,to the State 

of New Jersey: I am not a citizen of the State of New Jersey but 

all of my aviation life I have 1i ved very close to the State of 

New Jersey 9 starting some 30 years ago as a student going back 

and forth across the State of N?W Jersey by railroad. - some 

25 ye_ars ago by railroad and highway~ and I saw a situatron 

developing 20 years ago which I think has a very close parallel 

to this 9 at least as far as the events leading up to the current 
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situation, if you willo I think it was Just about 20 years ago 

· when we had Newark Airport, we had Camden Airport serving the 

greater Camden.:.Philadelphia area, and at that time there was 

consi.deration of building airports over on the New York side.9 

and we had very, v~ry active forces that were working toward 

those airports; al 1 of this situation paral 1 e 1 ed by - we have 
i/ 

heard mention of VTOL_ESTOL operations that we re . at, that time 

taking pl ace between the Camden Airport and downtown Phil ade !phi a~ 

and also a para11e·1 9 a very brief statement 9 if I may read from 

.a prominent man at that time 9 who said: 

nThe Aatogiro offers tremendous possibilities 
without. large airports. That is why businessmen 
can commute from within 90 to 100 miles from the 
center of the city and· land .on the center of their 
roof or in a,ny part .of town. n We are really ,on 
the threshold of a new era" !f-'.. · 

Nowj that ·.was 20 years ago and at that time vie all 

know and history tells us what the :decisions w~re. at that U.me.· 

Since then 9 in trave 11 ing back and forth across the -State of 

New Jersey - although. I am not a citizen 9 I am a taxpayer because 

I· have bought ·many gallons of ge.sol ine here - as a matter of fact 

in my youth I used to come over here because I .. couJ d. get it 

cheaper 9 as I recall·- but in any case -

GOVERNOR MEYNEm You ought to put an airport the re 

and you will have a lot of people ready to sell you $ome propertyo 

MRo SPEAS~ Right., P·m sure· that 1rs .the c.aseo 

As far as the ground tra.nspo rt a ti on9 it has improved 

tremendously., We have expressways., ,we have throughways that 

have .been undertaken by people of vision, people of courage 9 

people who are willing to tear out somewhat· of the old and 

build anewo I think this same -situation exists today 9 if 
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you will 9 sir, and I think it is a very fine way of facing up to 

this 9 of having a public hearing and endeavoring to hear all 

sides of the question before a decision is made for the futureo 

To relate ourselves just directly to our own studies 9 

I would 1 ike to call your at ten ti on to a chart that Mr o Simpson 

has Just put on the board which.represents the output of the study 

as far as what are going to be the movements of aircraft in and -

out of the metropolitan New York area, based upon th~ for~cast 

of aircraft types and the forecast of aircraft sizes.,, I would 

just like to briefly say that this. does include full :,consideration 

of the supersonic jet transports .. The black which you see very 

outstanding is the situation as it existed in 1959 .. ~he other 

are as are indicative of the = 

<DVERNOR: MEYNER~ 

this airport outmoded? 

Will the supersoniG transport make 

MRo SPEASr No 9 sir~ 

CDVERNOR MEYNER~ On what do you base that? 

MRo SPEAS~ Well 9 I base that on th! so 

OOVERNOR MEYNER~ I mean 9 - I have been watching this 

contr·o-versy about En~;~~ and--the- U-ni-·ted Stateso One says, 

"Let 8 s go to MACH 2 right away., 1400 miles;" otbers say 9 YYLetu s 

go to MACH 3 right awayon That~s.2,00Q miles an hour., 

MRo SPEAS~ I think· tha t 0. s a controversy 9 s i :r .9 that 

will rage for quite a while, but I know that the engineers, 

both in this country-and in England and France 9 who are wrestling 

.with this.9 are doing so with knowledge of aircraft-airports 

that are in existence and airports that are being planned. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Now, roughly 1 these suggestions 

here that you heard from the previous speaker call for two 
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) 
·,parallel runways in each direction ... east-west 9 . nortlj~south 1 

rottghly 9 and that the runways will be about 1200 feei;, 51 about 

two and half miles -

MRo ·SPEAS~ Twe 1 ve thous and. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Twelve"thousand fe~t, two and a 

half miles 9 with a buffer zone two a,nd a half miles. 9 .,roughlyo 

Now)) could they ha:n,dle supersonic.::· jets the way they .nandle Jets 

today? 

MRo SPEAS~· Yes, sir_., The airplane des! gners 

would be very-happy if there was a Jetport like that ~teach 

of the major destinations in the wor,ldo They woul_d b~ very 

happy_',: to design against such airports. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER ~ 

would be unhappy., 

Well.si we~ 11 concede the people 

MRo SPEAS~ To answer yotir question directly~ 

yes 9 sir 9 it is possible., 

The movements. 9 as .someone has suggested 9 do t-ake 

place during the busiest part of the day 9 which is just natural. 

We wouldnRt have to build the highways we have today if we could 

get people to go across them at two -oi clock in the morning. 

And i t 1r s t be s ame way w i th a i rp o.r ts • 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: The airlines make the1r schedules 

in line with the demands of the peopleo 

MRo SPEAS~ Exactly., 

Now 9 having taken those _f igures 9 there also was a 

study made on the cargo movement and business aircraft movement 

which was then combined in this next charL This shows the 

total traffic involved for three different years 9 the bottom 

year being 19759 the next 1970g and the top being 19650 
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GOVERNOR MEYNERf We 11, all of this proves that 

wetve got so much congestion werve got to have another· jetport, 

doesnYt it? 

MR o· SPEAS~ Exactly. 

©VERNOR MEYNER:· Is there anything else· it proves? 

MR., SPEAS~ Nothing else except another por t 51 and I 

agree with you that it has been proven ·very drarnatically--here 

today by other· speakers. 

I would like to speak just a few words about two 

portions of this traffic that make up the total; namely, business 

aircraft traffic and cargo aircraft traffico These .two_ subjects 

were studied by two very, very _competent firms., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Have you evaluated the private 

aircraft and the cargo traffic as ·contrasted with tlJ.e passenger 

traffic? 

MRo SPEAS: Ye s 9 s i r j we have o 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Give. us a rough summary of tha t 9 

will you? 

MRo SPEAS~ There has been some talk abou;t cargo 

airports. In factsi cargo moves relatively at. a different time 

of day., It can most ef feet i ve ly use th~ same airport but. 

there is some of the cargo mov~ment .. that happens at the same 

timeo Now, so far as the effective cargo movement for both 

the present ~nd the future, if you Will just glance at the 

chart on my left, you•ll see tbe maqner in which cargo is 

f6recast to grow as the full potential of the turbin~ i~ 

turned toward making cargo transport economical.9 and it is 

apparent that not only with respect to ai re raft movement but 

to the economic welfare· of the community 9 availali lity to the 
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community of the best tran~portation means> this matter of 

providing adequate airport:: coverage is extremely important 9 

and it is important to have adequate runways.9 •adequate: alrports 

for cargoo As far as the business aircraft traffic is concerned, 

as has already been pointed out., that in fact, volumewise.11 is 

several times that of airline traf ficc As a ma_tter .of fact 9 

in 1958 we had a cross-over where business aircraft traffic 

became a bigger item from a control .standpoint than does airline. 

traffic involvee Now, whereas the -vast major! ty of ·business 

aircraft can be accommodated in the small alrports 9 more and 

more of them are requiring the._full airport facilitie:sc The 

new family of jet transports that are going into busi_ness air­

craft operation 9 some of them are designed for short runways, 

but there are others that are ,xtremely important to ind~stry 

that require long runways in order that the jet can b,e ful iy 

exploited to give business transportation and the industries of 

New Jersey a tran~port capabi 1i ty that is equal to that .of .. 

other competitors in other stateso 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 

the summary of the report? 

MRo SPEAS~ 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 

H~ve you reviewed the report, 

D9 you ,want to cont r i but~ anything 

at this moment with respect to.- the travel time between airpibrts , 
( 

as reviewed in these sites? 

MRo SPEAS~ Well, I think I can say this, Governor~ 

It has been said that the clos~r the airport the betterc We 

know that some mistakes have been made; for example 9 in Detroitj 

an airport was put 45 minutes away from town - 45 miles - and 

it was found to be a mistake 9 and they h1ad to, renew an airport 
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in between- and get it going.9 Which now 1 s. becoming the airport 

for Detroi to It so happens that I have to· tr ave 1 quite 

extensively all over the country.9 and Europe very 9 very extensivelyg 

.and I see this: I see that the airports that are flourisliiµg and 

the communities around them that are flouri.shing have located 

themselves with reasonable access to the heart of the cityo. It 

is not ~nough just to provide a jet.airport o You have to pro-

vi de an airport that can be used o Avi~tion strength is not 

just pouring the concrete, it ls using that concrete. You have 

to put it where people· can use. it.9 and it has to be mad.e .ava.llable 

to those p e op 1 e o 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Have you checked noise factors at all? 

MRo SPEAS~ No, sir, that is not within my field~ 

There is one little point I) would like to make.9 if l 

may, about this matter of location.9. Governor., .1 happen to 1i ve 

within 30 minutes of Idlewildo Our firm is located bhereo We 

· u t i 1 i z e a i r tr ans po rt at ion gr e at 1 y in our own bus i ne s s as we 1 1 

as in our personal lives, and we find air transportation of jet 

category to be of tremendous benef i to In the 1 ast 4.5 years. I 

have had occasion to go to Europe three times j Los Angeles 

once -

CDVERNOR MEYNER: 

away are you from Idlewild? 

MRo SPEAS: As the 

We 11 j 

crow 

mi !es, something on that order .. 

as the ·crow f 1 ie s j 

r 
f 1 ie~,., we are about 

OOVERNOR MEYNER: Thank you very ·much. 

Mro Tyson., James L., Tysono 

how far 

11. o.r 12 

Will you summarize briefly your report. I think the 

facts are all in here, and I think you can talk quickly about 
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how you arrived at getting your facts and then what your con­

clusions were .. 

J A M E S T Y S O N~ I can su.mm a r i z e i t ve r y 

brie fly,o 

I represent C-E-I-R.9 Incorporated;, We are active in 

the field of economic and market research and we have had quite 

a bit of experience in air transportation economics and site 

location studieso I just might m~ntion that we have offices in 

seven cities, including two in New Jersey, so we are to some 

extent business citizens of New Jersey .. 

A bttef word about our methodsg We were retained 

by the Port Authority to do a study of the economic impac;:t of 

air transportation on the New York-New Jersey metropolitan_ 

area in general terms., The methods we used were quit_e ar1 ex= 

haustive analysis of existing pubii$hed and unpublished data.9 

plus our own survey developing.new data of various types based 

on personal interviews among executives of the New York trans­

portation industry and other industries using air transporta­

tion and various other fields that might be interested in this 

whole subjecto 

I think I can skip over a lot of the data that·we 

developedo Some of it has been coveredpretty_well todayo I 

was going to say something about th~ total importance of air 

transportation in the New York area, but I think that is fair~y 

well acceptedo The total size of this field is now getting to 

be tremendous - 16,000,000 passengers entering and leaving 

New York last year and a very large volume of ._.atr:1n.ar9-o now 

of various typeso 

I would Hke to ment~o.n in more detail the third 
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major field of air transportation = general aviation = which is· 

not quite as well understood by the public 9 I don1rt thinkc 

This general aviatioJ includes business,aircraft 9 -chartered 

aircraft, constructional aircraft, and pleasure aircrafto There 

are now 2,000 of these based ·1n the New York-New Jersey metro­

politan area and 9 of course, many more enter and leave every 

day, in addition to those that.are based hereo Fifty-one per 

cent of these are now used for business purposes. This volume 
7\;, 

is expected to doubU~ in the next five years~ Many more of these 

are now jet aircraft than used to be and more and more of them 

require ~instrument-landing facilities, so this is getting to be 

quite a major burden on present airport facilitiesc 

To support ·these a-ir trans_po:rt requiz:iements.9 the ai;r 

transportatibn industry in the New York-New Jersey·metr9polltan 
., ~-

are a has become real_ly one of the major industries in the ar~ao 

I am not sure that the public 'IJl,ncierstands completely th~ size 

of this industryo I will Ju~t be brief here., but I can smmmarlze 

the size of the industry and its importance I think at three 

leve 1 s ~ 

There is the primary level which I think the public 

understands.9 employment by the airlines themselves 9 employment 

at the airports and restaurants and other types of services 

at airports., and employment by.other businesses that are 

directly connected with air transportatiano 

OOVERNOR MEYNER~ 

what period of time? 

You made those estimates for 

MRo TYSON~ Our main estimates are for the most 

recent yearo We have figures for 19590 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: We 11 9 are you t alklng abou. t the 
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proposed jetport or are you taJking ~bout existing airports? 

MRo TYSQNg Our study cove red only the pre$Em t 

si tuaticm. 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg All ri ghL We have fou:r airports 

operating under the Port ,.Authority jurisdiction~ Do -:;ota have 

the figures on it? 

MRo TYSON~ Yes o 

GOVERNOR MEYNER.~ 

MRo TYSON~· Primary e:mployment at the airports and 

industry directdy a$sociated with air transport.ation totals 

about 50.11000 people employed and about $3~8 9 000 9 0_~0 of payroll 

in this .fieldo Then you get into the very important secondary 

result of this industry.11 the industries that are somewhat more in­

directly dependent on air transportation - such things as hotels 

and restaurants that depend on air passengers visiting th~ cityc 

GOVERNOR IVIEYNERg We 1 1 s> 1 e t me ask you. th ls g The re 

are some people who say we don 1r t ·have a jetport in New Jersey 9 

RQso what? WeRll grow anywayou What do you think of this 

proposition on the basis of your study? 

MRo TYSQNg 

addressed to the present situation 9 but I think even.from that 

you can say that ,t the present time New Jersey is not getting 

anywhere_; near·;_td'H:> is getting quite. a minority share of the 

economic :benefits of' air transportation in this areao [Boos]., 

I would say ·about 14 per cent..-".".' Well, 51 . this chart I was coming 

to here .shows the total number of employees in the air trans­

portatio.n industry in the. New York-New Jersey metr.opolitan 

area broken down by counties 9 and about 14 per cent of this 
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employment is west of the Hudsono 

<DVERNOR MEYNER~ In other words.11 you say that if we 

had an airport located over in North Jersey rather than having 

the Newark, ldlewild, Teterboro and LaGuardian operations, we 

would be making more payrol 1 here and more money from the 

related industries? 

MRo TYSON: Yes, to a v~ry large extento 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: And this shows a breakdown of 

things right now? 

MRo TYSON: By counties, yes .. 

CDVERNOR MEYNER: Now let me ask you about one 

additional thing: Do Industries dee ide to expand or 1 ocate 

on the basis of air service, do you _know? 

IVIRo TYSON: Oh 9 yes, to _a very great extent., We _had 

quite a few interviews with executives who make these decisions 

and that was one question we asked themo And it is a very big 

factor" 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Well, do you think they really mean 

it when they say that they wouldni t come to New Jersey if 

they d idnv t have adequate air service? 

MRo TYSON: This is one:' of many factors they take into 

account and it is a very important factor. With certain 

industries it is much more important than others 9 particular_ly 

those making high-priced goods_ that have to be moved quickly 

and they donrt like to warehouse them for a great length of· 

time, and that type of t hingo It is also a very big factor 

in locating company headquarterso That~ s one thing we founc;l, 

which is getting to be a rather major industry in this area, 

this company headquarters which employ quite a large volume of 
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peoplea 

CDVERNOR MEYNER: 

add? 

MRo TYSON: No., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 

Company Associates. 

Is there anything else you want to 

Those are the major points~ Thank you. 

Mr. Robe rt Glads tone of Ha.mmer & 

This concludes the four experts - 1 hopeo 

ROBERT GLADSTONE: I have just turned in 

the copies of the fu 11 report that we prepared. as part of a 

series developed in connection with the proposed airport, 

and thatus in the recorda I have also turned in a written 

statement in connection with this hearingo 

I think that there are a couple of supplementary points 

that might be covered in addition to the points that were made 

th i s mo r n i n g j) an d I w i 11 t r y t o cove r those very b r i e f 1 y : 

The airport needs to be looked at in two ways.9 in terms 

of the economic effect and area developrnenL The first way 

I think has been covered amply in terms of.the discussions 

preceding this 9 and in part th~ airport itself that is being 

proposed here mirrors the economic benefits that are already 

evident in the area in terms of the proportional role that it 

would play in total air transportation activities in the 

regiono In facto the C-E-I-R representative covered some of 

these items that would be spe~ifically involvedo The data 

specifically in connection with_ this airport is in the record 

already as part of the formal report., 

The second item that might deserve a little more specific 

attention is the role of this airport as a transportation 

service and the role, in turn, of a transportation service and 
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airport facility in the development of an area's economy~ The 

importanre of aviation and air travel has been covered in parL 

The mobility of peopl~ and goods today in terms of all trans­

portation media is tremendously important. Air transportation 

in particular is vital ~s expressed in terms of the fantastic 

growth that we have seen in air passenger service in the United 

States, especially since the end of the waro An airport is a 

supporting facility in the economic development of an area in 

the same sense that highways and roads, water and sewers are 

supporting facilitieso And I think you can ask the question 

that you asked of the preceding witness as to what the effect 

of not bu i I.ding this airport might be in terms of the comparable 

effect of not developing one of the supporting elements that go 

to make up the framework foT economic development in an a.rea 

like, for example, the reservoir or water storage facility 

proposed near the Hunterdon-JS6lberg site in the Round Valley 

areao There is no question that the facility proposed in North 

New Jersey as one of. a series of sites would be important to 

business and industry in the areao 

The potential over the next 25-year period - and I am 

citing here figures developed in connection with the New York 

metropolitan region study prepared for the Regional Planning 

' . . Association of northern New Jersey - is for an additional 

population, and I stress the word "potentialn here - of an 

additional 2o5 million people and an additional number of jobs 

.totaling one milliono This would be a very substantial increase 

and would shift the role of this sector ·or the metropolitan 

region from its present share, accounting for one-fourth of 

the total jobs and population in the region, to approximately a 
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position of one-third of the total jobs and population in the 

reg!ono At the present time 9 however.9 75· per cent of the air 

service in the r_egion is at LaGuardia and International Air­

ports9 not readily accessible in the same sense that a Northern 

New Jersey airport would be accessible to the increased 

population and increased industrial and commercial activity in 

the Northern New Jersey regiono This new growth would aggravate 

what is a deficiency and potentially inhibit further development.9 

at 1 e as t to a ce rt a! n ext en :t o-

CDVERNOR MEYNER~ In other words.9 you make the point that 

we wonit grow fully or adequately if we don 9 t have a jetport as 

part of our economy? 

MRo GLADSTONE~ Yeso I might say, in fact.9 that the 

projections for the region.9 and the northern New Jersey sector 

in particular.9 developed by the Regional Planning Association 

and its ad hoc study team from the Harvard Graduate School of 

Public Administration, have built in to them the assumption that 

the kinds of facilities, the uframework facilitiesn as I called 

them a moment ago = water.9 roads.9 sewers, airports and the like 9 

port facilities, waterport facilities= 

CDVERNOR MEYNER~ And lacking any one of those 9 you 

would most likely have trouble having that predicted growtho 

Is that it? 

MRo GLADSTONE~ They again assume the development of 

these facilities on an adequate and convenient level in order 

to service and accommodate the economic growth and development 

of the are a.; 

OOVERNOR MEYNER~ Does that conclude your statement? 

MRo GLADSTONE~ Yes o 
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·OOVERNOR MEYNER ~ Thank youo 

I have-asked a Mr., Fallon of the Port Authority, so that 

you can get a picture of where a possible airport would be 

and what influence it would have, to project on a map runways 

and distanceso Mro Fallon, would you try to get' that done? 

Does this map show the towns? 

A R T H U R J o F A L L O N: Ye s , Governor , this i s 

the same map that Mro Warskow was us·ing, and I am quite_ familiar 

with i to 

CDVERNOR MEYNER: Maybe if you could move it back so that 

most people could see it. 

Well, there have been no drafts of actual plans but there 

has been a proposed airport with two parallel runways in either 

direction with a buffer zonea · Will you describe that? 

MR., FALLON~ Yes, sir a The pro to type pl an in our 

report is basically the same as they have in the form of a cut­

outo It would vary from area to areao 

OOVERNOR MEYNER~ Now, whatvs the advantage of that kind 

of airport over something like you have at Idlewild or Midway 

or Newark? 

MR~ FALLON: Well, I think the value of it and the 

difference between that kind of a layout is purely and simply 

this, Governor - that up to the present time, in airport con=. 

struction, the runways have been contained within the boundary 

of the airport and there has been, as part of the airport, no 

particular area from which residences would be excludedo We 

have the problem at Idlewlld; we have the problem all over the 

United States; in fact, all over the world - of airports having 

been built with runways fenced off and then communities 
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immediately adjacent to the runways, 

Now we have a noise problem. It isnu ta new problemo We 

have had a noise problem for many years~ But 9 as the com­

munities and the runways get close~ to one another, the problem 

becomes more acuteo 

Now, we have proposed here in our preliminary report and 

in our final report that no new airport - no airport constructed 

by the Port Authority= shoufd be built so as to allow this to 

happen, and we have said that, as part of the land acquisition, 

it would be necessary to provide at least the equal amount of 

area to protect the people around the airport runways from air­

port ·noise and from aircraft noise by adding w_hat we term 

ubuffer zones~ n I don~ t believe, Governor, that this has been 

done anywhere in the world but it is going on at Dulles in 

Washington now, the airport presently being constructed by the 

FAAo We think it will be effectiveG We think it will cure 

the problem that exists at the present airport of people having 

to accept terrible noise values over their headse 

CDVERNOR MEYNER~ There were some sites brought out in 

one of the airport advertisement~. Have you got the distance 

of those sites from the end of the runway 9 or from the start 

of the runway 7 

MRo FALLON~ Wel1 9 I donut actually have the distances, 

Governor 9 but looking at the map I think you can ,Qet a fair . 
estimation of the distances of many of those placeso But I 

should comment first of all on the fact that the reason for 

the peculiar layout that you see there, with offset runways 

and w it h bu f f e r zones , i s- t o a 11 ow a ir craft t o ope r ate i n and 

out of the airport unde-r any wind conditions without flying 
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immediately over someonev s home before he hits the end of the 

runway or immediately after he le aves it o 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ What are those spots on that map? 

MRo FALLON: Unfortunately, I canw t r,ead the legend fro'm 

here -

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ We! !,SJ go ahead., 

MRo FALLON~ Perhaps we can take it from thereo Show me 

runway 4-L, please., All right,SJ runway 4-L then points in the 

direction of an area immediately between Morristown and Madison" 

In that particular area are installations such as Fairleigh-

. Dickinson -

COVERNOR MEYNER: Cant:t you use the mike over there by 

the mapo You can walk over and use that mike~ 

MR .. FALLON~ I would be happy to if there is one avail-

able 9 Governor. Governor 1 I think I can use this one. From 

where I am standing 9 I may get ·a krick in my neck but Iv 11 do 

my best., 

I suppose what you would like me to do is to point to 

these installations" I see immediately in this location 

[indicating] the Villa Walsh Junior Collegeo I think my comment 

on that, Governor 9 of necessity then would ~e this 9 that .an 

aircraft taking off on this kind of a runway layout with the 

wind from the west would take off on this runway only and 

consequently - I am not too clear on the scale of that map -

but I would say he would be nowhere near that particular 

installation,SJ since it's quite obvious that if he is taking 

off with a west wind he is going out in this direction. An 

aircraft landing toward the west, with that same wind,SJ would 

not use that runway but would use a runway that is directly 
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north of there and in that situation would not be flying over 

on his- landing approache In fact 9 he would use this runway., 

Now 9 the spots to the no.r-th and the spots to thei north­

east represent other facilities - ins.titutions that _have been 

constructed and that exist in that areao- Each one bf those ·1s 

protected by a buffer zone on this layouL In the landing 

approach from that direction, an ai :rcraf t would have approximately 9 

depending on runway length 9 two and a half to three miles of 

airport to fly over and to approach the end of the runwayo His 

altitude obviously 9 when he touched the runway, wou 1 d be .zero o 

When he approached the buffer zone 9 he would ben s·oiru~wh·ere.JancHind .:Ii'. -,. ' 

800 or 900 feeL [Boos J 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ We want to get you the fact~L [Boos] 

MRo FALLON~ I think the question can be answered 9 if 

the mathematicians want an exact ·answer, on the basis ·that a 

two and three-quarter or a two and a half or a .three degree 

glide slope for jets over the buffer zone will tel1 you exactly 

what altitude would be minimum altitudeo On a clear day.I) he 

could be higher than thato We would hope he would never be 

lowero [Boos] It would be somewhere withi.n the extension of 

that planeo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~. In what direction would most of the 

flights go? 

MRo FALLON~ Well, I think within the New York area 

the majority of the flights use Runways 422,., 

{DVERNOR MEYNER: Thatu s northeast to southwest. 

MRo FALLON: .Northeast to southwesto They operate 

basically in that flow and would be takin.g off then in either 

one of those two directions.; their landings would be· on those 

runways., Naturally 9 wit}) the cross-wind. runways we would 
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expect use but they would not g~nerally be used under instrument 

conditions g because. instrument runways are· the 422, the nor the as t­

southwest runwayso 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I think you can r·eturn to your former 

seat. I was asked to ask you~ Do you have any compl'aints 

about noise at ldlewild five, four and three miles from the 

beginning of th~ northiast-south~est instrument runway; iQeO 

beyond the 3-mi le buffer zone? I think what they are talking 

about is; do you have them four, five and six miles away -

complaints about noisec 

MRo FALLON: Our analysts of -those complaints, Governor,-

and we do analyze .the comp 1 a int~,. and the NATCC analyzes the· 
r 

complaints, and it becomes immediately obvious 9 as you look at 

the black pins on the ~ap, that the majority of complaints are­

from the close-in areas, dwindling off to -only a scattering ·or 

com~laints as you move f~rther outG 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: But you do get some from four, five 

and six = 
(_,{ 

MRo FALLON~ Very fewo We qefinitely get them ~nd you 

get them on particular days and under particular circumstanceso 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Then, of 9ourse, you get more in the 

summertime than you do in -the wint.ertime because ·of the. c+osed 

windowso 

MR., FALLONfi Th~t.vs right. But the basic horrible com-

plaints and compl~ints of horrible noise results are from areas 

that are as close to the· end of the runway or. the beginning 

of the runway as. two and .a half miles. And this is obviously 

in the center of the airport on the layout that we are propos.ing., 

CDVERNOR MEYNER: Thank yo~ very much. 
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Mr o Pe t er We be r o 

.... ~.... .... ... 

Might I ask you not to read and to be brief? 

PETER WEBER: lg 11 be shorter if I re ado 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I have a mandate against reading, and 

I know you have no trouble talkingo 

IDI:r o Weber~· Thank you, Governor. 

Gentlemen of the Assembly and the Senate, State repre­

s e na tat iv es and Uni t e d St ate s rep re s e D: ta ti ve s -

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Do you want the airport, or dongt you? 

MRo WEBER~ I certainly do, 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ · Why? 

MRo WEBER~ Well, my name is Peter w. Weber, and 1 reside 

at 549 Park Street, Montclair.11 New Jerseyo That happens to be 

a part of Essex Cou·nty 9 but also in my official· position as a 

representative of Labor, I· represent the Operating Engineers 

Union which embodies the 21 counties of the State of New Jersey, 

and I appear in my position here with no apologies to anyoneo 

I feel.9 in the position I hold in Labor.11 that the impact 

of this airport is one of importance, not alone to those who 

labor and will seek employment and the construction of that air­

port51 but 1 feel that it will affect every individual who its a 

taxpayer in the State of New Jerseyo 

Mrd Governors I am used to crit!ciam pro and con 9 but you 

never receive such criticism from people who seek employment 

and when they are out of work 9 and when· their families donut 

receive any income to carry on their duties and· responsibilities 

as employees who are responsibl~ as. breadwinners. to carry on 

the :functions of .-the i r f ami 1 i es.; 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Welli there is no doubt that if yori 
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were to construct an airport in northern New Jersey.11 you have a 

large number of people in your Union who would get employment, 

i s that r i gh t 7 

MRo WEBER: They sure wouldo 

<DVERNOR MEYNER: Now 9 over and above that., how do you 

think it is going to serve all the people in northern New Jersey? 

MRo WEBER: I think it would have a great effect on the 

State of New Jersey 9 worldwide 9 because !t would be an airport 

that would receive traffic from all corners of the worldo I 

think it would put the State of New Jersey back on the map 

where it should be. [Boos] 

CDVERNOR MEYNER: If there is anything else you want to 

add, I think ~ 

MRo WEBER~ Well 9 I can talk for another couple of hours 

if you~ll let me~ 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I am trying to hold each side to about 

two hours so that I can get as many people as_ possible. 

MRo WEBER: I would like to say, Governor/ that the 

President of the Building Trades in the State of New Jersey 9 

who represents over 100 9 000 skilled mechanics 9 a.s.ked·me to say 

this 9 that he is in favor of the jet airpqJJrt in Morris County 

and that he is against Bill 218. I. also have a personal 

knowledge of the residents who are in that area and are repre­

sented by the Morris County Building Trades that they are in 

favor of the airport tn Morris- Countyo [Boos J 

GOVERNOR· MEYNERi Now, be kind to your neighbors. 

MRo WEBER~ We feel, Governor 9 that the Morris jetport 

in its early phases will pr~vide a tremendous spurt to our 

economy by involving all phases of construction and activi~ies 
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and their related components.I) calling for thousands of workers 

and ~illlon of dollars being speht on materials.I) which would 

have a terrific impact on our financial stru6ture in~the State of 

New Jersey and could eliminate the possibility of an unemployment 

situation such as we had here last winter 9 where 90 per cent of 

the construction workers and manj connected with industry with 

jobs as a part of construction of this airport would be affectedo 

I feel that the ones who would benefit mostly would be those in 

the petroleum ·industry since that would provide the petroleum 

products necessary to fly the Jets. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Thank you very much 9 Mr" Webero 

[Applause and boos] 

Anthony Mo Hauck 9 Jro,I) of Whitehouse, New Jerseyo 

Will you be brief, please? 

' ANTHONY Mo HAU CJ, J Ro~ Your Excellency 

the Governor, ladies and gentlemen, I will· try ·to be brief, but 

I am representing one of the few groups other than Labor and 

other than the experts who oppose Senate Bill 2180 I represent 

a group of citizens right in the middle of the Solberg-Hunterdon 

airport area.9 known as the Hunterdon-Somerset Association for 

Progress~ We are not in favor of and we do not want the air= 

port in Morris Cciunty but we do want the airport at the Solberg­

Hunterdon siteo 

This organization was started two weeks ago by two menc 

These two men were conscious of the fact that the County of 

Hunterdon had been hysterical for a year and a half over a jet 

airporto W1th that in mindJ) they thought they would make a 

personal surveyJ) which they dido They called on some twenty or 

twenty=f i ve friends and nei ghbo.rs of theirs right in the 
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territory and they were surprised and astounded to find out that 

these people were not only in favor of a jet airport either a 

hundred per cent 9 or we re in favor of it but afraid to say any­

thing because of the many people who were opposed to ito 

So they formed this organization and they incorporated 9 and the 

papers are filed in Flemington and in the Secretary of Stateus 

Office o 

This Association is against Bill 2180 It is for the jet 

airport at the Solberg-Hunterdon siteo . It is for the intro­

duction of industry in northern New Jersey. It intends to give 

information to the voters in Hunterdon County in favor of the 

Jet airport and try to bring industry into the County of 

Hun terdono 

The reason why these people are in favor of this jet air-\ 

po rt .9 your Exce 1-lency .9 is because of the r'ac t that their taxes 

have increased incessently 9 and 1 have here some typical tax 

bi 11s from the Readington Township areao I have a tax bi 11 for 

194 ac :res., - ! n 19 50 .9 $489 o 37 -

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Mr o Hauck~ you are for a Jetport. in 

Hunterdon County; you represent an Association that is for it; 

and you are going to go out and try to sell the airport for 

Hunterdon Countyo 

MRo HAUCK: We are also against the bill 9 your Honor, 

and I think we should have the right, in view of the many 

speakers who will be for this bill 9 tro have a little timeo 

<DVERNOR MEYNER: We 11 9 I am sure that each one of 

these people would like to speak 10 or 15 minuteso [Applause] 

But wen11 just have a practical limitationo 

MRo HAUCK~ The 1961 tax bill is $1548 9 and thatis only 

..) 
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one of the many that I have here., These _people o~r,. opponents . 

will say are selfisho They are selfJ.s.ho T~ey are selfish 

because_ they want to do something about the taxes o They are 

selfish because they want to sell their farms even to _the Port_ 

Authority = like the other gentleman heres, Mro Wescott.9 and his 

neighbors sold to the Department of Conservation and Development 

and got a fair price in moneyo. They want the ri,ght to have some 

of the 30 9 000 jobs.9 the 150.9000 jobs.9 that are coming in herei 

they want the right to build up this country by economic develop-

ment~ 

I call your attention to an article in NEWS WEEK magazine 

of this week., This is Khrushchev talking.9 Governor Meynero 

[Boos J nwej the country which has existed for only 44 years.si 

have come to occupy second place, 0 udl~clared Nikita Khrushchevou 

Englands mistress of the seass, which had Africa and Asias, we left 

behindo We left France behind us too 9 comradeso There is only 

America, and that.country can be compared to a worn out runner 9 

and our Soct~lfst country - young 9 strong 9 organized 9 mobilized -

is snapping at the heels of Americao n And he goes on to _tell 

that he won 8 t do this by an atomic war but by an eco11omic waro 

And I say that industry in the State of New Jersey 9 as set forth 

in this reportj the many jobs 9 the many homes - wherever it is = 

will help this country maintain its prestige of first place 

against the Commun! st ic nations o •. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Thank you very mucho 

MRo HAUCK~ Now9 we are against th is bi 11 be cause it is 

unconstitutional; it is against Article I of the New Jersey 

Constitution~ it is against the Fourteenth Amendment of the United 

States Constitu,tion; and.I) your Honor, what it has said - and 
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sometimes I think we are sending too mahy lawyers to the 

Legislatureo I am a lawy_er and I was in the Legislatu.reo 

The Legislature has said that a jet ~irport is a nuisance 

per se in 7 counties 9 but it i sn v t a nuisance Ibe.rLse :.: in Bergen 

or Huds,on or Monmouth, -or other countieso We have orderly 

procedures in the courts by way of injunction to prevent a jet 

airport that is a. nuis~nceo If the Legislature .is allowed to 

do this., your Honor., then the Legislature can come in and say, 

nyou cannot be a dairy farmer in the County of Hunterdon, the 

County of Warren; you cannot occupy a service ·station," and we 

say it is unfair and it is· not good 1 e gi s 1 at ion. We a 1 so say 

that it takes away the right of.home ruleo 

Chapter 40 - sub-chapter 40 of r55 gives the municipalities 

the right of planning and zoning., and I will give to you a brief 

on the question of the constitutionality of this statute~ and we 

say that it is against home rule and we are opposed to it. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Thank rou very much., Mro Haucko 

'MRo H:A.UCK~ I meant to say, your Honor, that I expect to 

be paid .. 

CDVERNOR MEYNER: Mr. Charle·s Marciahte 9 New Jersey st·ate 

Federatibn of Labor - Secretary-Treasurero 

CH AR LES Ho MARC I ANTE: In order to save 

time., as it is growing late an~ as the occasion calls for 

brevity, I have submitted.my statement for the recordo However!l 

I want to point out that the JOO~OOO members. of the Ao Fo of Lo, 

as stated in the past; - that we are in favor of a jetport in 

North Jerseyo In factj we were the first organization fn the 

State to endorse the Port Authorityns proposalj and we 'of the 

State Federation ask you, Governor, to veto Senate Bi 11 2180 
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Thank you o [App 1 au.se] 

COVERNOR MEYNER~ I have about 10 minutes more for the 

opponents., Now, who is eager to speak? I have a number of· 

requests hereo + will give you three minutes and then I .will 
.,, 

ask that you stop. 

D A N I E L PETR IN O~ Governor 9 ladies 

and gent 1 emen., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Please sit down and talk in the mik~o 

Do you want me to sign the bi 11 or donrr< t you? 

MRo PETRINO~ I do not want you to sign the billo 

COVERNOR MEYNER~ ·All righto Explain whyo 

MRo PETRINO~ Ladies and gentlemen, as a world war 

veteran, have respect for me and have respect for the flago 

[Boos] Please do not bOOo 

My name i s Dani e 1 Ao Pe tr in o ~ Trenton 9 New J e rs e y o I am 

a World War II veterano I have a disability, World War honorable 

discharge from the First Cavalry Division. I am here today to 

represent 40.9000 working-class people, 50,000 World War II 

veterans who signed my petition· as an independent candidate for 

Governoro· [Rumbling throughout audience] My ancestors came 

here -

<DVERNOR MEYNER~ Let 1 s address our remarks to the bill 

and not to your cand~dacy for Governor.,_ [Applause] 

MRo PETRINO~ Written in law by Congress is a phase of 

the public interesto Theoretically an individual or business 

firm or newspapers is not permitted to damage the public interest, 

but it is done right along by the organized groups of newspaper­

men and also citizens which gives them immunity from punishment 

by casting their support for the candidate or the political 
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party which plays their gameo 

I am a World War II veteran [laughter in audience J and 

I am a Republican on recordo I am not allowed to pass my 

opinion on any state views,/or back Governor Meyner on his views 1 _.,..,,,·' 

\ 
on his issues, in favor of a Morris County Jet airpor_t .. 

According to some newspaperme~ to buy votes in New Jersey -

to buy votes in New Jersey - ls not a crime. But to line up 

votes in the New Jersey Legislature in behalf of special intere._sts, 

in behalf of special people and interests, isnrt a crime. To 

al1ow political leaders, with their campaign funds withheld by 

their group until assured of whous going to support which - · 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Your three minutes are upo 

MRo PETRINO~ Just a minute, Governo1t· .. 1 would like to 
/ 

speak on the jet airport hereo 

COVERNOR MEYNER~ Your three minutes are upo 

MR .. PETRINO: Let me speak on the airport~ 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: No, your three minutes are up .. 

MRo PETRINO: 

[Laughter J 

CDVERNOR MEYNER: 

to conclude this .. 

Let me speak on the airport .. 

Your three .minutes are up.. P ve got 

MR .. PETRINO: Let me speak on the airport .. 

CDVERNOR MEYNER: 

[Applause] 

·No, your three minutes are up .. 

MR .. PETRINO: This is not a free stateo You wonit let 

I me speak .. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I Ym told that there are five or seven 

or eight minutes left, and I am told that the Federal Aviation 

people want to leaveo 1th.ink I w-ill call just two others., 
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JOSEPH J O H N S O N: 

GOVERNOR MEYN"ER: I understand that you ere 

from the Washington Office· of the Federal A\11 ~tion Agency. 

MR. JOHNSON: That is correct, sir. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: · I would 1 Ute the benef~ t ot 

your experience as to the location of.airports with 

reference to the time interval between the centtr of 

population and the location oft.he airports. 

MR •. JOHNSON: We 11, Mr. Baklte talked briefly.· . 

.. on that polnt, i believe. 1:Ve have found .as a matter or 
experience over sorne 20 yea.rs in planning end developing 

airport$ that when you exceed ·- [Shouting .by a member ot the · 

audience] 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Any more outbut$l.~ 1 lke that 

and 1 will ask the people to leave• please. 

MR. JOHNSON; I w 111 .s ta rt e ga 1 n • s 1 r. We have 

found as a matter of experience over some 20 years ln the 
..... ' 

airport development p,rogram that we administer that .whon 

. you exceed a travel time on the ground by common carrierJ.­

t.hat · 1 s, a common au tomob! le -

GOVERNOR lJlEYNER: I think you should speak louder. · 

Spmebody should turn .that up. 

MH. JOHNSON: 1 • 11 try again. We have tound 

8$ a .matter of experience: over some 20 years o! planning 

and developing airports th.at when you exceed e. ground travel 

tlme of more than 60 minutes in a large metropolitan area•· 

such as the one you are t a.lking about, you then be gin to 
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de.feat th~ pu.r:P-O Sf: of trD.Vl11.. l t •s a simpl~ matter of 

arlthm,itic that when :you haw to travel mn hour at each 

~nd of your £'light~ for example, to f l_y two hours ln. the 

air, you. shottld take some other mode of transportation. 

So·It-1$ our ouide, so to sp~rc.l-t 11 that wf?-would: notr-ecoa.imend· 

~xceed1ng 60 minutes ori the ground In en area such ns the 

on~ you are. ta.lldng about here. 

GOVEHJ·JOR MEYNER: Thi~; isnt t on the basis of 

what you recomrn-end hut what you can {;et the investor to 

invest in or get the public to -pattonize; _isn't that 1 t7 

MR. JOfD\lSON: gxnctly. You ,~,ould not ~xpect 

public acceptance of a ground trnvel time more than that 

length of time. 

Now, at srr.ial101r cities where the airline distance 

might he. shorter Uum ~~00 -miles ;---you would expect that to 

be even a more er! ti-eel elernent on the ground. Where 1 t 1 s 

a 200 mile haul,· we hin.ve found that you lose passen~rs 

aft.er they have to travel a distence of 1$m1nutes on the_· 

~round, or roughly 10 miles •. 

So this is~ graduated sort of thing. It varies 

and differs with the size of the cl ties thet you are 

de al lntJ With. 

- GOVE:PJ110H MEYNgR: Thonk you very much. 

MR. JOHNS•JN: Thsnlt you, sir. 

GJVBI{t'\!QH. F,AEYNEH: . 'Mr. Buechler,. Air T raffle 

Control Specialist. 

So that we can expedite the closing of the one 

side of the case, or at l~ast chanoin9 the pattern - you 
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h-ave heard the _test!moJ~\y, 1 . thlnk tro1t1 the htlglnnlng, t.bls -­

morning wlt.h reterence to al.r apace upstairs.· 

WALTER ·BUECHLER: 

OOVE.RHOR MEYNER: 

your speelaltry, is•, lt not1· 

l woultl tlSSUf£18 t_hat this !8 

MR.: BUECHLER: yes, st ro 

- OOV!aNOR MEYNER: What poislblllty do··you see 

or our being abl-, to alter t.he concl_uslon that was _glw:n 

by Mro ·:Bal<.kc; ·na.naely, ·that there isn•t much chance of 

· loca-t.lng an. 1d rport trom a point .trom Stocl<ton. t.o Summl t. .. 

. to Greenwood Lake, anything oat oi- $01.lth ot that• ln the · .· 

reasonably near tutu.re? .ls there any ch~uica th-at by some·· 

. · audden discovery or some sudden re·.,-eareh you could cban!~e 

. the pattern end dlp down into Bu.rUng~on or some other 

. pl ace thsn th.la North J•rsey sectlont 

MR. BUECHLER: 

t.o Uie South Jer$ey area yoif mention, ·1 have 1H1de a etudy 

. ot lt,. and 1n specitio re-ply to your <1ueat,!on ... no, J. do not· 

foresee· a posslbiU:ty ,Qf developing an airport ln t.hls area 

whlch :~ould adequately s ◄irve the metropol 1 tan ar•a, because 

, ot ptlmerUy the contlg~ous •irwey ayat.e.m serving t.he New York•/.:: 

Waahlngt.on area. lt ope area were· relocated, -l t. would caua• · 

a chain react.ion and at·te~1i every airway 1n th• area. 1 do not, , 
.1·,\'I . . ' 

. se@ the devo_lo_pmcnt .or aids· at this moment that .would enables 

us t.0., _.,_reduce perhaps tbe:,,,-Width ot oui~-· el rways.1a · Aa ·a 1nat ter: . 
~ -.. . . . ' . ' 

of fact., as we· go lnt.o the taster and he avle r Jet. t.ypt a! rcra:tt 

at. -the higher al~itudes, the wtdths of our~trways ere Jncr~as:!·no\.t 

- rat.her than decrees ing. 1:' 

,. : .- - ' . 
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CDVEHJVOR MEYN.ER: There has been some talk to 

the ettect Uuit it· you built an e!rpo:.':.wit.h better then. 

a 2-mlle runway e.nd better t.han a 2•mile .butter zon~ • 

. parallel · runways 1n a north•south direction and east-west. 

dtrectlo~, the customary ones, that th!& would not be· 

suit.able tor Mach 2 and Mach J operations that tdghfbe 

· coming ·along soma day. What ls your thought about that? 

MR. 8UECHLERc Well, l .believe, slr, lam a 

ll~tle out of my area of reaponslbillty when we t.alk a.bout 

atrcrart performance. As I say, I am primarily concerned 

wlt,h end deal directly wl th the control of nlr tratflc, 

end we ere now talking 1n the area -

mllJ.tary planes t.hat go into thls pattern and you have to 

, gt ve them pc rmlsa ton, don• t you. ln certs. in areas? 

MR •. BUECHLER: We11 1 mllltary alrcratt ln wnat. 

pat.terns are yo.u referring to, Governor? 

OOV£HNOR MEYNE:R: Cross country. 

MR. BUECHL£R: M111tary aircraft operate 1u and 

out o! our rr.-atropol 1 tan are~ui ot the type that are a irnl lar 

t..o the carrier • 

GOVERNOR MEYWERt But not the Ma.ch 2 or J~ 

MR. · BUECHLER: We don•t have the fast atrcrart 
. . . ' 

that you speak ot operating ln our.civil airports. 

OOVEl1NOR MEYNER: · You mean, we• ve got. i'llQU!)h 

problems for_ the next. 10 yo.r8f'lthout that, 

MR. BUECHLER: we .sure do, yes, slr. 
' -

GOVERNOR MEYNER:. Do you want to e.dd .enythlng 
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.. 

to the dlacuse1on hero or do you wan~ to- comment on any 

. point.a :uiat you have heard ralsedt 

• MR. ·BUECHLER: I have some information which mlght 

be of some value ln your eonslderatton. I would Just 1·1ke 

to run down a 11st. Qt typical day operetton.s 1n the New Y-or.k • 

Phllade~phia area wl'th dlr,ct respect tot.he tratt1c 

· generated at the airports involved. 
. . 

;• ·At LaOuard!a. Airport, a typical day• s operat.1·on ·· 

ls 1oinethlng In the n~ tghborhood. ot 9.$0 11 tghta or :one . 

. . operation on and off that a~rporl .. every one and a half . 
. . 

ml mat••• · ldlewUd rs compateble to· the· Laouardla figure. · 

•~d r•pl<Uy increa•·~ng almost to· ~he point where both ot 

. tbo,e 11Jrport1 are near aaturatio~. ·. A pea.k•day count, a . 
. ) 

· top eoullit at llo~h t.l'tese tUrpo.rts h:aa exceeded J 100 ope rat.lone. 

At Newark, thh•· ttoure 11 600 on a typt cal day· ~· this ls· not: 
a pe~lt•day f .lgute • 9r one operatlon every 2.4 minutes. And 

· · '1n· the _Pht ladolphla Metroplex,, soo is a typical daUy count. 

For what,ve.r value that !nformatlon might be, Mr! 

Qovernor, l thought 1 would mention 1 t.. 

OOVERNOR MEYNER: 

A' VOlCEt W111 he answet a question? 

OOVEHNon MEYNER: 1 asked ·you to subm_l t QtJ.SStlona 

tt yo11 have any. (Quettlon aanded to Governor Meyner]. 

Are you sure thl 1 1 an• t a eomr.nerc.1 al 7 

[Read!ng J "lf the fAA accepts tht eirlane tratt$c. 

contro. 1ystem dealgned by General P1:ec,isfon Equipment, would 

the e.trw·ay traffic control problem be e~enged? This system 
I 

· •• cu.rrently be!ng evaluate·d by the FM,, Lloyd Edwards." 
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MR. BUECHLER: 1 am not. faml 1181" With the GPE 

sy_at.em. ·As far as 1 understand, ·the system has not yet 

been evaluated. 

GOVEHNOR MEYNER: Thank you very much. 

1 want to express my a,preciatl.on ~o the Federal · 

. Avl at.ion Agency tor having sent the lr J>eopl e .here end for 

their frankness ln glvlng us the! r vlewa. 

· MR. SHANLEY: 

· ot tlclal capacity? 

OOV!f{NOR MEYNER: They are here ln their of tlcla.1 

capacity,· 1 wou·td e.:iuuune •. 1 wrote a let,ter and 1 called 

Halaby ts t)tf1ce,. end. 1 was assured bythls~ assist.ant that 

they telt tnat, In vlew ot the taet that the Govern'or 

called them and asked them to send a·repreae11tat1ve who 

"10Uld gtve t.heJ r vtews, they sh.ould respond. ·And l also· 

want. to point out. to you that there wa, no etfort made 

to get their opinion 1n adyance, and the tlrst tlme 1 sew 

Mr. Bakl<e waa t.hts morning at about. quarter ot t,en, end 

the first tlme I saw the other gentlemen was when they 

came 1n here thla morning. So there was no ef tort. to try 

. to get· an opinion ·1n advance or to try to get the testimony 

warped and biased o.r favorable, 
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It is now time to go to the opposition againi or the 

people favorable to the signing of the bill. 

·Sister Hildega:rde-Marie 9 I think~ has to get awayo 

I want to_ congratulate you~ Sister Hildegarde, you brought 

your lunch~ I see - you have more foresight than I havee 

S I S T E R H 1 L DE-GARDE MAR IE~ 

I didno t bring ito Somebody was very chari·tablec 

I am President of the College of Saint Elizabeth· and 

Chairman ·of the Institutions Gommi ttee of the New Jersey Jetport 

Si t e Ass o c i at i on. I have 1 is ten e d with a gr e at de a 1 o f i n t e res t, 

Governorj to the presentations, and I would hope 9 as I feel sure 

you do 1 that this will be handled in a rational way and decided 

on the basis of argumento It 1 s a highly complex question and 

one which is of considerable import to New Jersey, in which it is 

important to consider not only the desirability of a jetport in 

relation to the progress of New Jersey but what would be damaged 

in the proposed areas of its location in relation to the 

benefits to be derived 9 and also the technical feasibility of 

its ~erhaps being located at some other siteo 

Now I am speaking in behalf of the· schoolsj colleges and 

uni ve rs l t i e s i n the are a t' hat wou 1 d be af f e c t e d by the 1-oc at ion 

of the proposed jetporto There are five institutions of higher 

educationo There are 110 public elementary schools,,· There are 

22 public high schoolso There are 20 Catholic parochial 

elementary schoolso There are two Catholic diocesan regional 

high schools and there are 11 private schools, some of them 

conducted under Catholic auspices, some under Protestant 

auspices~ and some that are non-church related and rndependent 

schoolso 
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Now, so far as the public schbols are concerned, the 

municipalities in the area, in taking official action against 

the location of a jetport in Morris County, I think have 
I 
\ 

expressed the attitude of the public sch.9ols and they have 

protectid, as they see it, the interest of the public schoolso 

So I am speaking now for the 20 parochial elementary schools in 

the area, the two diocesan regional Catholic high schools, namely, 

Bailey-Ellard High School in Madison; Mor~is Catholic Regional 

High School; and then the following 11 private schools which 

authorized me to express their opposition .. And if you will permit 

me, Governor, I wi 11 re ad that 1 i st so that I wonu t omit anybody 

that asked to be mentioned. 

First of all, the Academy of Sto Elizabeth at Convent 

Station; Del Barton School in Morristown; the Far Hills County 

Day School in Summit; the Gill School in Bernardsville; Kent 

Place School in Summit; Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child in 

Summit; Our Lady of Grace Training School in Morristown; the 

Peck School in Morristown; Sto John the Baptist School in Mendham; 

and Short Hills Country Day School in Short Hillso 

I am speaking also, as I said, for the five institutions 

of higher educationo They are, namely, Drew University; 

Fairleigh-Dickinson University; Assumption Junior College; 

Villa Walsh Junior College; and the College of Sto Elizabetho 

I think 9 Governor, you are well aware that official 

spokesmen for the Board of Education and other .official bodies 

in New Jersey have during recent years been emphasizing the 

shortage of facilities for higher education in this State and the 

necessity of doing something about i L To me, it would be rather 

sad that 9 through any governmental action, damage would be 

done to existing facilities for higher education in the State 
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by locating a Jetport in Morris County unless!~ is absolutely 

necessaryo And I must say 9 from what I have read and from 

what I have heard here today.9 1 myself do not believe that it 

is necessaryo [Applause] 

I would like to say a word about each of those institutions 

of higher education~ Drew University at Madlsono Drew University 

is one of the leading institutions of higher education 9 operated 

by the Methodist Church of the United States~ It has been 

located at Madison since 18670 Dre Fred Hollaway; former 

President of Drew University and now Methodist Bishop of West 

Virginia.11 was co-chairman with me of the Institutions Committee 

of the Jersey Jetport Site Associationo His recently-appointed 

succes~dr 9 Dro Robert Fisher Oxnam, has agreed to continue in 

that position held by his predecessor, and he has reaffirmed the 

opposition of Drew University·to locating a Jetport in Morris 

Countyo 

Fai rle i gh=Di ckinson University is we 11 known as one of 

the fastest growing institutions of higher education in New 

Jersey and in the nationo It is non-sectarian institutiono 

A representative of the uni ve rs i ty has informed me that he has 

be en authorized to st ate that F'ai r 1 e i gh-Dicki ns on ·uni ve rs i ty 

joins with its sister institutions in opposing a jetport in 

Morris County 9 and that the Board of Trustess of the University 

has adopted a resolution to that effecto 

Assumption Junior College and Vii la Walsh Junior College 

are junior colleges operated by congregations of teaching Sisters 

of the Catholic Churcho.., 'the Sisters of Christian Charity and ·the 

Religious Teachers-Filippinio They are operated for the education 

of their own _µiembers = for the early college years at least of 
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that educ at ion - for their own members who 1 ate r wi 11 teach 

in the parochial schoolso 

The College of Sto Elizabeth, of which I am President, 

is a four-year liberal arts co 11 e ge which is operated by the 

Sisters of Charity of SL Elizabetl).t" The Sisters of Charity 

Mother House has been at Convent Station 51 which is in the 

Borough of Florham Park and within Morris Township - the ground 

lies within the township and borough - has been located there 

for over one hundred yearso It hfas contributed to and has been 

part of the orderly growth and development of that areao The 

College was founded over 60 years ago on the grounds of the 

Sisters of Charity of SL Elizabeth and was the first college 

for Women to be established in the State of New Jersey - the 

first, therefore, to offer the opportunity for higher education 

to women in this Stateo Its lay graduates are to be found in 

every sphere of life - in teaching,11 in law, in scientific 

research, in medicine 51 in social work, in dietetics, holding 

public office 51 and in the very comparably important :role of 

wife and mother in the family circleo 

The Mother House of the Sisters of Charity of SL Elizabeth, 

however, I think has even greater importance in relation to 

this problemo The Mother House of the Sisters of Charity is 

a place of formation and-training of the Sisters who staff 104 

parochial elementary schools, 28 secondary schools, 7 hospitals, 

5 schools of nursing 51 and other institutions, the~majority of 

which are located in the State of New JerseyQ 

In the last school year, 1960-61, there were over 65,000 

students in the schools coiiducted by the Si~ers of Charity in 

this State. In the past 10-year period, there were over 85,000 

graduates of the schools that they_ conduct in this State, both 
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elementary and secondaryo 

Now, this vast educational effort has been:made possible 

without one penny of tax support through the dedicated lives 

of the teachers who staff the schools and through the voluntary 

financial sacrifices of the Catholic people who maintain themo 

And these people are concerned about what wl 11 happen to the 

Mother House of th~ Sisters of Charity of Sto EJizabetho I do 

not in any way hide the fact~ Governor, that there is a special 

interest involvedj but an interest that I feel is of great 

importance :to the well-being of this Stateo 

We made known to the parents of the students in the 

schools in a very simple way that we felt there was an issue 

here that was of considerable importanceo We also asked those 

who have been served by the institutions we conduct - the five 

hospitals we conduct in the State of New Jersey - to indicate 

their opposition to the location of a jetport in Morris Countyo 

Now~ franklyj we would have been gratified, I think we would 

have expected that we would re9eive about 20,000 signatureso 

We would have been very highly_ gratified if we had received 

50,000o But I tell you I was overwhelmed when signatures 

Just poured in from Bergen 9 Essex, Hudson 9 Mercer, Mlddlesex 9 

Monmouth 9 Morris, Passaic -and Union Counties to the number of 

945)0000 [Applause] Now, these we were very happy to add to -

the 30j)000 signatures that had been gained primarily.-through 

the efforts of the WomenR"s Committees in the municipalities., 

They were presented to Senator Farley at his hearing a few 

weeks ago and, through the kindne~s of Senator Farley, they are 

present in tD,e_ ch.ambers here today, Governor, in case you would 
',, I I " \, < 
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care to consider them 9 and I believe 9 at the direction of your 

counsel 9 they are back of the desk thereo 

Now, it is my belief that the distinguished members of 

the New Jersey Assembly and Senate have assessed we 11 the 

attitude of the people of New Jersey 1 and that they have acted 

in the interest of New Jersey in the Bill 9 Senate 218, which 

they have passed. And it is my hope 9 Governor, that you will 

use the authority of your office to sign it into lawo [Applause J 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Thank youo 

Well, I had hoped that we could finish this hearing early 

this afternoono I think there is one other person 1 see who 

wants.to speak on it 9 Frank Bohreno 

Do you want to be heard now 9 Mr! Bohren? 

FRANK BOHREN~ Yes 9 siro 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ May I suggest that you be brief? 

MRo BOHREN~ P Ll be very brief. You donut mind if I 

stand 9 do you? 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi You donn t want it in Hunterdon, is that 

right? 

MRo BOHREN~e I just wanted to be here to speak in 

behalf of your signing s-2180 It might be dangerous to 

say this 51 but Lloyd Wescott was here this morning and I 

would like to think that we were here speaking to you as 

a friendo They are rather scarce here todayo The 

Democrats are rather scarce here todayo 

I got into this Citizens Jetport thing about a year ago 

and~ of. course 9 we are very much opposed to it and 1 wou.ldn°t 

have taken even a moment or two except that you did allow 

Hunterdon County to be heard trying to convince you to veto the 
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bilL When Counsellor Hauck can have as much time as· he had 
I 

to speak for six people, I feel that I should have a ~iriute or 

two to speak for 15,000 people o [Applause J 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Maybe you can do in one minute what 

he couldn't do in six minuteso 

MRo BOHREN: You betcha., He admits it's 75; excuse meo 

However, you missed one little question you should have asked 

him., Did he own any 1 and and who was he paid by, and so forth 

[Appl a use ]o 

GOVERNOR IVIEYNER: I dldri.V t have to ask himo. He said he 

was be i n g p ai do 

MRo BOHREN: But .he didnu t. say by whom., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: . Well 9 by his clients 9 I um sure.o 

MRo BOHREN: A hundred· to one shot, i Us Mro Solbergo 

MRo HAUCK: I deny that. 

MRo BOHREN: Congressional immun.ity, or whatever it is ... 

legal immunity = precludes me from saying how I know this, but 

itns being paid for by Mro Solbergo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg All right., .Now let 1 .s get on to the 

issue., 

MRo B:>HREN~ Al 1 I wanted you to consider was - in 

the expression in a· game of poker,nif you 1 re beat on the'-board 

you fold up}R So, theoretically 9 as Wayne Dumont and all these 

experts have testified today 9 you are be a.ten on the board 

because of the legislative stand" In that casej as a friend 

could we ask you in Hunterdon to get us out from under the 

c 1 ou d in th is th i n g ,. And we re a 1 i ze f rom a 11 -th is con f H ct i n g 

testimony i t wi 11 be five to ten years before any action is 

takeno In the meantime, our 1i ttle county - and I guess Morris 
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equally as well and all the others - are under a cloud which can 

be dispelled only by you signing this bill. rvm not sure that 

you could put it through the Legislature in the next· two or thrwe 

years o 

Ray was here this morning speaking, and since I got into 

the jetport thing I am now also - either Ray Bowkley or myself 

are going to be in the Senate come November,· come Januaryo So 

that adds one more vote that is going to be against the jetporto 

So it is not very probable that you could put it through 9 and I 

would consider it a friendly gesture to get us out from under 

the cloud of this thingo When you stop to consider that your 

Morris County site is 28 miles from New York, no one mentioned 

it today 9 but McGuire Field is 50 mi_les from New York and, as 

th~y have told you time and time again you sit and wait half an 

hour or an hour at the airport, so time hasn 9 t seemed to be that 

much of an essenceo According to the Wail Street Journa-1 9 Lockheed 

is now building a .monorail ~ystem for Japan for a mile,: artd, if 

i t 1 s successful, which they be 1 ieve, they are going to build 

one for 80 miles - I believe the story said just last weeko 

Consequently, with the rapid changing of the picture scientifically 

and a 11 9 i t w ou 1 d a pp e ar that a 1 it t 1 e de 1 ay of f ou r or f i ve 

years is going to come about anywayo Then let us out from 

u nd e r th i s c 1 o u d . 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well, I didn't create the cloud. 

MRo BOHREN~ I know you-didn't create it, but you can 

let.us out from under it. [Applause] 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I have a lot of requests from people 

who want to talk. I wou 1 d hope that we can lirnl t it. 

[Addressing Mro Shanley] Can you limit it? 
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MRo SHANLEY: Lim! t it on a time basis?· · 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well 9 on the people themselves; 

because a 1 ot of it is going to be repe·t i ti ve. I want to gl ve 

you a chance to clean up on yours., Can you persuade ·anybody 

on this list to be modest in time consuming? 

MRo SHANLEY: I have promises from each one of t.hem that 

they will take no more than 3 minuteso I.am just speaking about 

our groupo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: All right. Mro George Bushfieldo 

Let 1 s try to keep every statement to three minutes nowo 

GEORGE BUSHFIELD: Well, Governor Meyner 9 

I know your mind is made up, but still you are interested in one 

thi ngo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: How do you know my mind is made up? 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ Because The New York Times announced it, 

and I believe the New York Timeso 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Well, the New York Times had- no.basis 

from my mouth at least for that statement.. 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ All right, I still know one thing though, 

from what I know about you, that you are interested sincerely 

in the welfare of the State as a whole and that you really· 

believe that this jetport is going to help New Jersey as a 

whoreo NOW.9 I am not an officeholder -

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I stated that as a tentative conclusion 

and I want to hear from youo 

MRo BUSHFIELD I· · have no po 1 i t i ca 1 amb i t i on s bu t I do 

have some facts, and I think you sti 11 are interested in facts 

that concern the St ate as a who le o I donut know that I can do 

this in three minutes, becatlse I have devoted some time to 
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research in this matter~ and.I hope to bring up some new 

materialo Maybe youVll be interested in ito If youYre not, 

I vm wi 11 ing to sit down.. But in this country today and in this 

State, there are certain important trends whlch have to do 

importantly with a jetport and where it goes. 

The 1960 censu~, for example 1 shows that this country 

is going through the biggest population boom in history - 18o5 

per cent increase; 28,000,000 new people - the biggest increase 

since 19100 Now, New Jersey is doing even better. ·New· Jerseyv s 

increase was 25-1/2 per c~nto It added about a million and a 

quarter people., 

OOVERNOR MEYNER: Much more than our neighbors in New York 

or Penns y 1 vani a., 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ Now~ if that raio of increase is kept up 

in this country, b~ the year 2050 - and some people alive will 

live to see it - the population in this country is going to be 

one billion peopleo. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: When? 

MR. BUSHFIELD~ In 2050, 90 years from now. New Jersey 
I 

is not smallo_ We shouldnYt think of it as smallo It has ts,day 

6,066,000o We are eighth in population in the country. But, 

stranga:U.y enough, with this boom tha_t I speak of, more than half 

of our counties- in this ·country lost population ov~r the last 

decadeo The big cities, the big industrial cities, have been 

losing population. Your 12 largest cities in rank in 1950 -

11 of those lost population, all but Los Angeles. 

Now, the question ar~se.s, Governor, if we have added 

28,000,000 people, where did they gQ to if they didn9 t go to 

the big cities, if half our counties have lost population? 
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Where are they? And this is where we get to New Jersey ... 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Exurb! a, or suburbia. 

MR., BUSHFIELD~ They are in the suburbs, as you know,/ 

which have been three times faster than the national -

CDVERNOR MEYNER: Well, up to this point you have given,· 

me facts that I already haveo Now, whatws the new r~search.11 or 

what 1l s the new point 51 please? 

MR., BUSHFIELD: Al 1 r·ight, IR m coming to a. point of view. 

Not by accident, itUs the two states that stand for outdoor 

living.11 for good living, that· have had the biggest bursL 

Thatus California and floridao They have added 5,000,000 and 

2,000,000. T:heJ res two 1i t t1 e towns, or they we re 1 it t le towns, 

out in Arizona= Tuscon and Phoenix - that were way down on the 

lisL They have just gone crazy - . 369 per cent and 311 per cent 

increase, which is just phenomenal. 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi What has that got to do with. a jetport 

in Northern New Jersey? 

MRo BUSH FI ELD: What that has to do with a jetport in 

New Jersey is this: The people today want living space, 

breathing space; they doni t want to stay penned up,· and nei_ther 

does industryo And industry is moving out and wanting green 

acre sites and you 9 up to now 51 have been one of the proponents, 

for which we have honored you, of the green acres idea. 

Now, much has been ~ritten about this famo~s megalopolis, 

from Boston down through Baltimore and Washington - a continous 

strip of smokestacks __ ._and traffic lightso Well 51 i tR s interesting 

that within that megalopolis there are 48 cities of 50,000 

population and above - and i tu s interesting that 28 of those 

cities have lost population in this last censuso IRm leading 

up to something here, I hopeo Th~ same point -
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GOVERNOR MEYNER: You talk about the _green acres., 

Conceivably 9 you could get an area of 35 or 40 square miles 

set off for airport use and conservation use. 

MR .. BUSHFIELD: All right. Let1t s get down to New Jersey 

now., New Jersey has an encircling circle of inqustrial cities 

too 9 with Jersey City, Elizabeth, N~wark, Camden 1 Trenton -
' 

CDVERNQR MEYNER: All losing populati0no 

MR., BUSHFIELD: New York 9 Philadelphia., Easton 9 Bethlehem -

they have all lost population; you 1 re right, and even the famous 

little town in the County of Warren by the name of Phillipsburg 

lost 417 people., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: And ten years before 9 they losL 

MRo BUSHFIELD: Now, New Jersey has this same megalopolis 

along the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks.= our show window for 

years~ has given a terrible picture of New Jersey to hundreds 

of thousands of travelers., Fortunately, however, this is offset 

by the fact that we do have this corriidov: of living. space across 

the center of New Jersey, and I am not talking about Hunterdon 

now - I am talking about a corridor of three contiguous counties -

Morris, Somerset, and Hunterdon, which have got this combination 

that people have talked about today, including Mro Wescott, of 

villages, small towns, hills, rivers, green acres. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Well 9 it has an onslaught now of people 

pushing out trying to buy property and trying to build homes 

there, isn't that true? 

MR., BUSHFIELD: Well, I point out -

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I mean 9 even the experts who made the 

studies for Morris County and the two townships.point out that 

this surge is coming there, and they want to resist some of it 

by zoning., they want to try to preserve their way of 1 f.fe., 

138 



MRo BUSHFIELD~ I want to build up - I am not someone 

who simply owns some acres and "don't disturb me" - I am 

building up here as sincere an interest as you have, Governor, 

in the prosper l ty and welfare of this St ate as a who le o 

Now, this three-county area has a value - I'm talking 

economicsj which I assume ls what you are interested ino We 

have heard al 1 about the Jobs today and the money~ Let us talk 

a minute about what else this area means that we are going to 

need vitallyo There i~ no place else where people can go, 

with this bulge that I am talking abouL In this area today 9 

that i~~he thr~e counties, we.ha~e 460~000 peopleo By 1975, 

only 14 years off~ the Port Author! ty themselves· s_ay it's going 

to double to a million pe6ple without any Jetporto· NowJ this 

area= there's been kidding about the facts - it~s not a wealthy 

area; it~s an area, as wewve hear~ of schools and colleges and 

homes o 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: We 11, somebody said the income 1 s we 11 

above the average., rvm sure itlts middle income and !Us 

prob ab 1 y bet t e r th an ave rage mi d d + e Income " 

MRo BUSHFIELD: , It is., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: We 11, 1et es not say i tu s not fairly 

we 11 - to -do ; i t i s o I t ll' s bet t e r th an aver a ge o 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ Certainly 9 and so is New Je rseyR s. 

[App'lause] The tax value - th,e true value rat ables in this 

corridor, this living corridor that I am talking about today, 

is almost three bi 11 ion do 11 ars., , It~ s two bl 1 lion seven hundred 

and eighty-one million, to be exacto 

GOVERNOR MEYN ER~ 

assessoro 

But they are keeping it for the tax 
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MRo BUSHFIELD~ Well, it amounts to $6,051 for every man, 

woman and child in the area, and, as our labor brother says, 

nThatv s aing t hay." 

Now, thereYs one obviou~ question: Why do I rink Hunterdon, 

Morris and Somerset as one group? Well, therets an obvious 

answer, because the Great Swamp -,and I haven 9 t heard this said 

before by the FAA or the Port Authority or anybody, but all 

youvve got to do is look at the map - the Great Swamp is exactly 

15 airline miles from the Solberg-Hunterdon site. Now, 15 

miles is a matter of seconds in a modern jet airplane.. We 

don't dispute and I donvt dispute that a jetport is a good idea 

somewhere in New Jersey, and this is not again a question of 

putting it in the other fellowis backyardo Pm talking about 

the economy of the State, and I do maintain that this block­

buster should be placed with as much attention and care fori 

human values as has been pai,d to engineering values. [Applause] 

Now, these new jobs, Governor, that you talk about and 

the new structures that ""ar~ bulltj) and rim down the home stretcho 

You didnrt look at your watch during the first two hourso 

-GOVERNOR ME"'x'NER~ Well, I was trying to give you a break 

the first two hourso 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ 

<DVERNOR MEYNER~ 

Well, thank youo Give me a break -

After all, you haven~t s'aid anything 

up to this point that we havenu t heard before or that isni_,t in 

your report. No, reallyo 

MRo BUSHFIELD: Well, maybe not 9 >· ·i". '· 

I ,l•OOVERNOR MEYNERi 

MR-i.:BUSHFIELD:- .; 

But you said you had a new ideao 

If this is a sounding board 9 1uve spent 

a good many years in planning and zoning _from my area in·· 
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New Jersey, and I think there is a reason for a sounding board 

for a certain viewpoint here.I) which is the one which you have 

been a proponent of up to now - which is the green acres ideao 

All of a sudden we are now talking about the money -

GOVWRNOR MEYNER g I didn't say abandon green acreso You 

can still have green acres and expand., 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ All right., I think 9 Governor, these Jobs 
they .. 

and these new structures are fine if/are pure gain 9 but if they 

destroy and depreciate more than they create 9 they are no bargain 

for New Jersey" [Applause] 

Now, Governor.11 weuve heard a lot today about crying poor 9 

unem·ploymento You know as well as I do that New Jersey is 

a prosperous Stateo Our per capita income according to the last 

commerce report. = 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I have all thato 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ = was $2 9 006, and we rank 8th of all the 

50 states of the United States in our incomeo I say that New 

Jersey does not have to take this jetport at any priceo It does 

not have to take it and dump it in the middle of one of New 

Jerseyg s finest living areas 9 regardless of what it does to 

people or their homes or theitr standards or their human vah:1esj 

or the character of the en ti re are ao 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: In other words~ you are against the 

jetport and you would accept a lower r·ate of economic growtho 

Is that correct? 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ I am against it 9 and I want to make two 

quick comments and then 1um at my conclusion., I want to comment 

on one of the appearances here = the airline pilots~:r:'m~w,, 1w1J.0 9 

of course; is representing his Union~ which he has a right to doc 



i am associated and live with. at least 24 pilots in 

Hunterdon Countyo I met with a group of the~ at the Court 

House in Flemington a year ago; they passed a resolutioni they 

sent a member officially to our public forum 9 and every one 

of those pi lots ~ I wish youi d, get their viewpoint - they moved 

out here to get away from a jetport and they donnt mind commuting 

to ldlewild and they hope -

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 

me 9 wi 11 you~ please? 

You get their reaction and send it to 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ All right 9 rum Just giving it to you., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Why should I 'f•-

MRo BUSHFIELD: Now 9 you asked several questions today 

abou·t ownership of lando This is not meant in an unfriendly way 

with Tony Hauck 9 for whom I have regard 9 but it also happens 
) 

that his client.I) Mro Solbergsi lives in the same township that 

I do; I know him9 hea s a good solid citizeh 51 but he happens 

to have= heis paying taxes on, in the middle of the Solberg 

airport 51 865075 acres right this minutesi and across the line 

he owns enough to bring it up to 19 000 acres in Somerset County 

talking about some of our men here and how much acreage they owno 

CDVERNOR MEYNER~ Well 9 heus one who wants to sell his 

and the others donit want to sell theirso 

MRo BUSHFIELD~ Now 9 1u 11 close by making a quote and 

a pred.iction, and the quote is from the July 6, 1951 9 editorial 

in Engineering News Record - a top professional journal in the 

field - and they say.9 speaking of the Port Authorityi nAnd 

hopefully the court will remind all such authorities that their 

existence stems 3 not from their investors 3 but from the 

citizens whose representatives created them under the lawo 



Their 'bosses are the elected representatives of that pub! ico-tn 

And now for the pre di ct !on that I promised~ I predict 

if the decision is ever made to put this Jetport in Morris or 

Hunterdon Countyj it will rank with two other famous decisions 

or actionso .The first is that of the Chinaman who burned down 

his house to get a roast pi gj and the second is the. farmer who 

killed the golden goose to reap all the golden eggs~ 

Thank you for your pat i e~ce o [Applause J 

NORMAN· J., GRIFFITHS., 

GOVERNOR MEYN ER~ Wi 11. you stick to three minutes? 

MRo GRIFFITHS: Governor, I speak for the people of 

Morris County and I would like to read this., l donrr t expect 

to take much more· than ·that., It is three pages.9 double spaceo 

CDVERNOR MEYNERi I donR t want you to read i to 

MRo GRIFF! THS~ This is. a sunmary of a reporL 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: If you intend to read i t 9 1 u tl have 

to c.al 1 on the next pers ono I can re ado If yourr 11 give it to 

me , l u 11 · re ad i t -0 

MRo GRIFFITHS: I would like to read it., 

CDVER.NOR MEYNER: weu re at a rather late houre .some of 

these people _want .to get .homeo I am making the ruleso I sayj 

le tu s try to get thr ou·gh., 

MRo GRIFFITHS: Did you discuss the rules with anybody? 

You just made them arbitrarilyo !Ud like to read this and give 

you -some figures 9 and I think !·have a right to as a'citizen 

of New Jersey and as Director of the Board of Freeholders of 

Morris Countyo 

CDVERNOR MEYNER~ 

MRo GR! FFITHS: 

All right 9 if you people want to stayo 

[Reading J 
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As Director or the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders and as.a member ot. 

the Morris Co1111,ty Planning Board.,-I am appearing to support signature by you ot 

Senate Bill No. 218 • 

. In December of 1959, when word ot the proposal by the Port Authority to locate a 

major jet airport.in Morris County first leaked out, the Morris Cotlllty Board ot 

Chosen Freeholders recognited that such a facility would have a tremendous effect 

on its surrounding area and on the County as a whole• With this . in mind1 an 

appropriation was made in the 1961 County budget to have an objective study made 

of just what the economic and social effects of such an ai.rport would be. 

This study, made by United Research, Inc. of Cambridge, Massachusetts, makes the 

important point that different possible sites tor a major-jet airport vary in 

their suit~bility to receiving such a tacility--that an airport might be entirely 

appropriate and creative to its surroundings ~none case, and highly unsuitable 

and destructive to the surrounding area in another. If such a facility were to 

·be looated·in an area with no intensive development already in existence, the 

future use of the land for·m11es·around the site could be appropriately planned 

to fit the high noise levels and congestion suoh an airport would bring. If such 

a facility were to be located in the middle of an area already having a considera~ 

ble amount of intensive development, however, this would not be possible, and as 

a result many tens of thousands ot persons would suffer--not once or oocasiQnally, 

but every ·day and night. 

The area proposed for a jetport in Morris County has been ref erred to as the Great 

Swamp., implying that it is a large area of little or no development. Actually · 

it is an area that is surrounded on many sides by a high concentration of desir ..... 

able residential development. Within Smiles or the center of the proposed site1 

· there is a population ot more than 70.,0001 in the area within 7½ miles there a,re 

o-ver 19S,ooo persons, and within 10 miles,over_4oo,ooo. 
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It is these people who would have to bear the -brunt of the disrupting ·ettects trui.t ... ·- · 

an enormous· jetport would have it it were located a·t this esite;..•the noise ot low-. 

: f:~ ~e:ts ,_ the traffic con.g~~tion on _highwayEI,. · the increased de~ds · f?_r more 

intensive development of- al.1 · kinds, and the increased -pressttres on -already hard~ -

_ pressed municipal budgets• In short, for the outer· part o:t this area, a new major 

airport would mean only a great :lntensi:tication of the very trends and.conditions 

that most of the residents moved into this area to escape. For much of the.area 

within 5 to 7¼' miles~ however, it would mean a complete change o:t community 

.character from what now exl.sts and from what is sought by the present residents. 

Withi~ the closest part ot this i~edi~te are~, some 10,000 to 16,000 persons at 

their homes, churches or· schools would be s'l,l.bjected to noise levels far above what 

is considered.to 'b~ an acceptable_ma.x:Lmwn for residential areas; tllis ntUnber would 
. . 

be in addition to the_ approximat~lY 2,SCJQ :reside;nts wti,o would be displaced .from 

the ·site i tselt. · 

It is obvious that the imposition pt such a fa~ility on a _site such as this would 

be completely.contrary to the intent of the Legislature in its adoption of plruµrl.ng 

l~gis4tion that ~ants to e~ch municipality the powers to shape its own destiny in 

terms of' land use an.cl physioai.deyelopment. It would also be contrary to the ob­

jectives 9£ the 60 million dollar Green Acres program that is slated to be on tpe 

ballot this year, since this is a conse:rvation and wildlife area that is unique in 
• " I 

. . . . . 

size and type to the entire northeastern seaboa+d., and especially since ;it is one 
-, . ' ',, . '. . 

_ot the largest remaining green areaswithin the Metropolitan Area close to popula• 

tion centers. 

True value of ratable properties in only those municipalities lying entirely 

Within -a 10 mile radi,us of the center of th~ proposed jetport amounts to over one 

billion eight hundred and ten miU~on dollars. 0.f this value, 72.6%, or more 

than 1.3 billion dollars, is attributable to residential properties. 

l 
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-Air operations from the proposed jetport are conservatively estimated at 550 take• 

offs and landings per day. These movements would be concentrated between 8: 00 AM 

and 10: 00 PM ·wen they would occur on an average of every l¼ minutes I At night be• 

tween 10:00 PM and 8:00 AM, they would average one every 7 minutes~ 

The report estimates the jetport would generate in the v::tcinity of 361000 vehicle 

movements per day. Such a volume or vehicles would ~ut deeply into the capacity 

or t~e proposed freeways which have a projected total capacity of just 601000 to 

90,000 vehicles per day each. 

ln ad~tion to these f'a~tors and the serious traffic load that would be added to 

the local road system in the area, a jetport at this site would produce unbearable 

noise levels over Jockey Hollow National Historical Park and over the adjacent 

Lewis Morris Park, a key area in our County Park system. A major airport at this .· 

site would also interfere with the plans of the u.s. Corps of Engineers for pro• 

v:tding flood control protection for the entire Passaic River Valley. 

It has been -argued that Northeast New Jersey will suffer in its economic growth it 

~ jetJJort is not built in ~his general area. However, without the jetport., among 

the 21 counti.es, Morris has jumped in estimated value of industrial plan approvals 

from 12th in 1959 to 4th in 1960 to 2nd in the first third of 1961, aooording to· 

New Jersey Department of , Labor and Industry statistics. The Port Authority• s own . 

report.on the eo~nomio effect ·of a new major airport quotes a projected population 

growth without the proposed jetport of 54% £Qr Northeast New Jersey between 1956 

and 1980,ap.d• an employment growth .of' 66% in the same period. In the nouter_. Belt" 

in which Morris County is located, these growth figures are 172% tor population and 

165% for empl~yment in the twenty .. four year period. In t.erms of population, thie 

would represent a 1960-1980 numerical increase ot nearly double the,1940-1960 in­

crease for all of Northeast New Jersey; in the outer ring it would mean a numerical 

increase or well,over thr~e times the 1940.1960 rate. 



For Morris County itseli',-a 19BS population of 7301000.is projected; a size that 

was: exceeded by only ·24 counties ·1n: -the entire United &-r:,a tea in 1~60. · I subrrd t 

that this area does not need any further eoonomio stimulation--we have all the 

growth we can handle right nowo 

In . conclusion,J:- the Morris County .Board of Chosen Freeholders supports Senate Bill 

No •. 218 for -the following reasons: · 

lo At the Morris County Site, a major jet airport would be extremely 

disruptive to an area that already has a very extensive amount of 

desirable residential, research laborator.v · and -industrial . development. 

and-t~at is ~lready co~t~ibuting its full share to the Northeast 

NE3w Jersey·Metropolitan Are~J 

211 Such a facility-in this a:rea woulq. be entirely contrary to the _ 

efforts of both the legislative and exe~utive branches or_ the 

State Government to stimulate future planrdng on the local level, 
-

and in-conflict with the objectives of the new Green Acres program; 

3. _Responsible projections of both population ~nd employment indicate 

that the economic stimulation that would be brought by such an air• 

port is entirely unneeded in this part of the State. 

ior these reasons, the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders strongly urges 

you to si€ID into law Senate· Bill- No.· 2~8. 

And I predict, Governor, ·that if you .don't sign it, when the 

Port Authority makes its application for extension, therij will 'b@ 

somewhat more_ against it and the·y will ne·ver get it, and I hope 

th at you w i 11 s i gn the bi 1 L 
GOVERNOR MEYNER: '!'hank you. So that tnere will be an ord~rly 

terrni_nation o:f this hearing, I am limiting any further statements_. t~ 

tnree m.i-nu tes each. And please do riot read - t·alk in to the rntcrophone 
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and the rest of the people will hear youo 

FRANK PH ILL I PS: My name is Frank Phillips 

of the Jersey Jetport Site Associationo 

Joel Jacobson wou 1 d have us be 1 ieve that the prosperity 

and growth of this State has sagged under your administration 9 

Governor, but I know that you and I are both happy and proud 

that it hasnut 9 and I noted that on the presentation on 

Channel 13 you made note of that on page 27 and 28 9 and again 

on your T\/ Program on Sunday night. 

The only new point that I have to bring out is as I have 

shown you on page 3 of the memo 9 and its a quest ion of the 

southern. counties versus the northern countieso We have had 

tremendous growth but it 1 s all in our northern area and it•s 

going to continue, but the southern counties are lagging very 

badlyo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: No.9 we 9 ve had a tremendous growth in 

Burlington and Camden and Gloucestero There•s no question 

about it.9 and Delaware Valley is one of the most rapidly growing 

are as., 

MRo PHILLIPS: Notwithstanding Delaware Valley, I have all 

the figures on counties and 1 will be glad to go over them 

with you privatelyo There are building or built in this 

State 120 some industrial parks - the newest phenomenon in 

the State; 108 of them are in the northern counties, 13 are 

in the southern countieso [Applause] And in population, in 

retai 1 sales 9 in covered employment 9 in raw manufacturing 

establishments, the northern counties are far ahead and the 

southern counties are not holding _upo 
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GOVERNOR MEYN ER~ We 11 9 I donut know why · 1t is o You R ve 

got ncovered Employment 9 Increase 1959 o'ver · 1950 ~ northern 

counties 146,000, southern countie.s 46,000ou Yo'u 8 ve·got a 

ratio of about four to lo You 0 ve always had& They ~re 

1 nc re as in-g1pt0port i ona te ly o 

MR o PHI LL IP S ~ And the areas are equaL· Now.11 to have this 

proparity continue in our State, we 0 ve got to have the 

southern counties do their pi.t.11 which they 9 re· not ·doing., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 

MRo PHILLIPS: 

are the same" 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: 

10 years o 

They areo Proportionately, they -

They are not proportionatelyo· Their areas 

I u ve looked a.t the census for the 1 ast 

MRo PHILLIPS~ Wel 1 9 this information comes out of your 

Department of Cons.ervation and Economic Dev~lopment, Governoro 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I think youu re -getti11g to a conclusion 

I c an u t ge t t o on those facts o 

MRo PHILLIPS·g But we can have our prosper! ty and our 

growthi we can have our good residentials sections, we can 

create our own growth"'"g.ene rator right in this State that 

New York, Philadelphia and Pennsylvania will patronize 

instSad of it being a connecting link~ 

OOVERNOR MEYNER~ How? 

MRo PHILLIPS: A port in South Jersey will be accessible to 

all New Jersey citiesg Atlantic City 9 Vineland, Camden 9 Trenton 9 

Asbury Park 9 or even Passaic and Paterson-via highwayso Letis · 

build for New Jersey 9 not to glorify the Port of New York 

[Applause] but to !mpr.ove New Jersey., 
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GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well, how do you answer the suggestions 

of the'experts that there is no room upstairs in those areas? 

Do you just say goodbye, or. "you u re crazy, n or -

MRo PHILLIPS~ May_ I answer that, Governor? I have heard 

the experts speako I have talked to several pilot friends of 

mineo They say that this immovability of the airways: is 

nfor the birds. 11 Every week they get bulletins and maps that 

they are shifting the airwayso [Applause] And they said that 

surely in ten years -

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Maybe, t.hatu s exactly why they are pilots 

and not employed by the Federal Aviation Agencyo [Boos] 

MRo PHILLIPS: Well, the pilots also say that they wonvt 

fly into Morris - it 9 s a soup-bowl, itns a hazard. They have 

to worry, not when things are all right, but when they 9 ve got 

an engine out or something of that sort,• and those hills are 

bad, but the-worst hazard of all is the mental hazard of town 

after town after town all around the clock., If they miss, 

they know they are going to plow into a town, and they donut 

like it., 

CDVERNOR MEYNER: Well, how about Long Island and. Idlewlld? 

If they miss, they know they are going to hit a town., 

MRo PHILLIPS~ I am not speaking for any pilot, Governor, 

I am speaking for Captain Jo Do Smith, Safety Chairman of 

the ALPA, of the whole ALPA.9 not a regional man., And I did 

not hear this man say he was authorized to speak for his 

membership; he represente,d themo I know dozens and dozens of 

pilots., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Well 9 they didnvt -

MRo PHILLIPS: All right. I won 9 t quibble wi~h youo 
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But they don 1tt like this siteo ;And the airways can be· moved 

6ertainly in ·10 yearso The pilots are getting change~ every 

day o [App 1 ause] 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 

JAME S 

Thankyouj siro 

HENDERSON~ Your ~xcellency 

Governor Meyner~ I am James Mo Henderson, Mayor of the 

Borough of Chatham in Morris County~ and Vice-Cha~rm~n of the 

Jersey Jetport Site Assotiationo 

I wish t~ bring t6 you the expression of a number of the 

Mayors of directly-affected municipalities by the proposal 

of the Port Authority that a jetport site be set up in 
.I 

Morris County· and urging you to sign into law Senate Bill 2180 

[Reads the following letter] 
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June 26, 1961 

The Honorable Robert B~ Meyner, Governor, 
State of New Jersey 
State Bouse, 
Trenton, New Jersey 

Dear Gover.nor Meyner: 

.This letter is to reaffirm our strong• 

positive conviction that there should be no major 

jetport constructed in Morris County or contiguous 

counties., and that every possible means be furthered 

to consider the feasibility of a jetport location in · 

. southern New Jersey. 

We• the undersigned as !A'..ayors of 

communities which we feel would be adversely and even 

disastrously affected by a jetport, finaly believe in 

preserving the orderly planning which has charact~ized 

these comnunities through the years, · and in the wel 1 ... 

Qonceived planning for their future development. 

Professional authorities evaluate our areas 

as having increasing economic importance in planned 

grOW1:h, and we believe that this, coupled with the necessity 

of preserving our Green Acres and their conservation values,. 

makes it imperative that the present and projected character 

of these areas be maintained. 



Tcu . The llonorabl e Robert B. Meyner. 

Your sincere interest in the growth of 

Ne.w Jersey and in the preservation of its remaining 

Green Acre$ is widely known and is highly commendable •. 

Therefore, for the reasons which have been _expressed, 

we. most sincerely urge that you give your deepest 

consideration to the effect on our conmunities. and the 

entire area encompassed in the Senate biU 218 which we 

trust you will approve0 

Yours very truly• 

County 

f Mendham~lforris County 

L .. o~_,1_ .• R.obin_son-MaY.i0r-B. ernards Township-Somerset 
· _.·'#/ ·· /} • /J, · County 

.· . ..-l c .:..ct(\ _____ ' // (' 1t ( l t-1. "(L. · · 

County · : 

,!1-J3• Appl 
(:~, ,/ ,/ .(~ • ,J/ ,, 

"\ 
orr1stown-- ounty· 



To: The Honorable Robert Bo Meyner Page No. 3 

David~. Sutton-Mayor-Parsippany-Troy Hills Township. 

11 
- &'l. -~-+_,.,, Morris County 

",,, ,,_. -~- Y-,•:1..~.,~··l' 
ip-Morris ·County 

County 

Frank Te LeBart..;.Mayor'~"Iloro or New Providence· 
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GOVERNOR MEYNER~ You .took five minutes e 

' May I make one plea 5 - please do not r·ead; tel 1 me what 

you want to tell me~ and letu s get it over with. 

THOMAS M U T C H~ My name is 

Mutch; Pm a Presbyterian Minister in Morristown 51 and I 

am speaking for twenty-two ministers whose pastorates are 

either in the airport site or adjacent to it. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 

want the airporto 

And the twenty-two ministers do not 

MRo MUTCH: We areJ naturally, very much concerned 

about it and we ask you this~ We recognize that an east 

coast jet_, .. ai'tport· is a necessity in this day. We. recognize 

also that technical considerations will have much to do with 

determining its locationo But we do ask you that human values 

should have at least as much to do with determining its 

location as purely technical and economic considerationso 

I am giving you this statement for your considerationo 

[App 1 ause ] 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I now have even a higher regard for 

the ministry c [App 1 a use] 

Who else wishes to be heard? 

Please state your name for the record" 

JOHN N O L A N, J Ro: I am John W" Nolan, 

Acting Mayor, Chatham Township" The Mayor is away on vacation 

and I ~m filling in for him today at this hearingo 

As a member of the Township Committee and as a member of 

the Planning Board~ the jetport does not in any way fit into 

the plans of Chatham Township as they have been formulated 

over the last 20 yearso r would r_epre~ent to you that, if 
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this goes into effect~ it will destroy half the ratables 

of Chatham Townshipo We will not be able to surviveo It 

wi 11 be a bankrupt communi tyo 

At the present time, some six thousand people are·. living 

in the community and they 1 ike the way they are 1 iving at. 

this time. They would l~ke to maintain it and, as their 

representative, I ask you to sign Senate Bill 2180 

[Applause] 
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FREEHOLDER JOHN B., DONOHUEi I am Freeholder John Bo 

Donohue representing Union County" At the last ·meeting of the 

Union CountyFreeholders we· passed a resolution unalterably 

opposed to the jetport in Morris County.9 but we were more 

interested in Newark Airport. . ., We do not want .jets there; 

We have been sprayed by airplanes in Newark or the Elizabeth 

area for the last several years and many hundreds of lives 

have been lost due to this and we feel that the area for a 

Jetport should be in southern Jersey and we are so on recordo 

Thank youo 

ROBERT Go BOYDg Ggu~rnor Meyner 9 I am Robert Boyd 9 

Administrator of Morristown Memorial HospitaL I represent 

three hospitals in and around Morristown 9 namely~ All Soulsu;J 

SL Clareu s and Morf''istown Memorial HospitaL In addi'tionsi 

Morris View ~osp·ftal has taken a position against the jetport 

and urges that you sign Sht2l8_o_, But. the_y have stated their 

po~ition in a s~p~rate lettet~ 

I have a letter here 9 but I will leave it with youo 

It states as the major reasons of ~hese hospitals against 

the Jetports, the matter of nolse 9 psychological distriss,. 

especially to sick people, neighborhood congestion and adverse 

· changes in the character of t-he communi tyo 

I thought it might be helpful to find out what has 

happened ~n hospitals that have-been uryder the Jetport gun 

and therefore I talked to two of my colleagues who are admin­

istrators of hospitals In such a situationa One is William 

Cosmasi administrator of Peninsular General Gik>i!S<prhtallJo-~p:t t.L.1 ~ 

Edgemere 9 In Rhode Islanda Their hospital is about seven miles 
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east of Idlewildo He stated to me that his greatest concern 

is that one of these days one of the jets may crash right 

into their hospitalo He says he has been up on top of their 

hospital ---

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ That hazard is less of a hazard than 

you might have from the motor car or the railroado (Demonstration 

by audienceo) Statistically it hasnVt been refutedo 

MRo BOYD~ I am sure that is correctj Governor Meyner:, 

in terms of statisticso I think we have a special group of 

people in the hospital who merit special consideration.9 

namely 9 they are sick and they are helplesso 

GOVERNOR MEYNERt Well.9 would you suggest 9 for instance 9 

the Uo So Naval Hospital at Sto Albans~ Doctors~ Hospital in 

Queens, Sto Josephvs Hospital.9 Rockaway Beach Hospital.9 Mary 

Immaculate Hospital 9 Jamadca Hospital 9 Uo So Naval Hospital 9 

Massachusetts Gene_ral Hospital.9 Holton General Hospital 9 

City Hospital 9 Massachusetts Institute of Technology Hospital -

a 1 1 of whom are c 1 o s er to a i r port s 9 t o: I d 1 ew i 1 d and Bos ton , -

be relocated or we close down the airports? 

MRo BOYD~ I wouldn't advocate that 9 sir 9 but I would not 

advocate getting in their situation if at all possibleo 

(Applause) 

The most serious thing that Mro Cosma told me was that 

the doctors and personnel complained repeatedly because he 

said the noise of the Jets is such that you can 9 t talk and It : · 

interferes in patient careo 

There is another serious aspect of this - and I am sure 

you are aware of it - and that is, the quality of patient care 
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in a hospital has a direct relationship to the extent of 

teaching in the institutiono And I can certainly appreciate 

this administratorvs statement that it interferes with 

teaching in the hospital - student nurses 9 lab technlcians 1 

x-ray technicians 9 lnternes and residentso 

The other administrator to whom I talked had one other 

significant thing to sayo He is Francis Co Loophold 9 adminis­

trator of Jamaica Hospital, which is located three miles 9 he 

tells me 9 approximatelY; from Idlewildo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ What hospital? 

MRo BOYD~ This is Jamaica Hospital 9 Long Islando 

GOVERNOR MEYNER g We 11 9 it i,s 4o 2 mi le so 

MRo BOYD~ 4o2o He stated more or less the same 

things as Mro Cosma 9 but he said one 1other thing that I 

thought was very significanL He said nyou know we have been 

complaining about these things for years and we don~t get 

any placeon Now 9 to me that is very significant because it 

shows either that the PoAo brazenly disregards the complaints 

of a substantial number of the citizenry or else is unable to 

do anything about ito (Applause) 

MRSo Co To DOWNEY~ Governor 9 I am Mrso Co To Downey 

from the 86rough of Chathamo· I wish to present to you some 

125 resolutions that hav~ been received by the Jersey Jetport 

Site Association from various organizations within the directly­

affected areao These resolutions protest the building of a 

Jetport in North Jerseyo I hope you will sign bill S 2180 

(Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi Thank youo 
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MRo GEORGE Ko BATT~ Governor, I am George Bat~ 9 

Chairman of the Citizens Committee of the Jersey Jetport Site 

Associationo Governor, we have called that by that name rather 

than the Anti-Jetport Association because from the start we 

wanted to be constructiveo We wanted to feel that we were working 

for ·the 1lnVer,es,t:. of the entire state.9 not j.lst one part of the 

stateo 

On our fourteen-page report to you 9 sir, we had _quotes 

from Secretary of-Interior Udall on ~he matter of conservation 

and its importanceo 

We quote from Senatcr' Williams who recently in his amend­

ments to the Federal Airport Act was speaking on conservationo 

We have a quote from the FHA to their various regional super­

visors on the inability to make loans in areas adjacent to an 

airport 9 and also, Governor 9 from 14 9 000 miles away 9 an article 

from Kenya.9 Africa 9 on Jets or wildlifeo 

But, Governor 9 we think that the best reference of all 

6n the question of people versus the modern airplane was made 

by you yourself in 1960 in Dallas, Texas 9 in which you said 9 

Governor, in a speech before the Wildlife Management Institute 

- and I am quoting: "The development of Jet planes which 

break the sound barrier threatens peaceful living in our cities 

and suburbso A sound national aviation policy 9 predicated on 

the safety and rational needs of peaceful living is neededo 

The aviation specialists must learn to treat citizens as more 

than mere inhabitants of houses that lie in the path of proposed 

landings arid take-offso" 
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Governqr, ho better ef)pousal of our cause and that of 

al 1 the people of New Jersey could have ·been made than your 

statement in that Dallas-speecho 

We of the Jersey Jetport Site Association and th~ t~ns 
, I 

of thousands of people ~ho support our views and your thoughts 

as set forth in that Texas speech thank you and pray that you 

will sign S 2180 (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg You were applauding- me 9 wereni t you? 

(Rumble by audience) 

JOHN Bo APPLEGATE~ Your Excellency 9 this is a bad 

spot to follow in after that.very war~ welcomeo 

GOVERNOB MEYNERi Didn 9 t you research my speeches•too? 

MR.o APPLEGATEi No 9 I dfdn~to 

I am John Applegate 9 Chairman of the Harding Town$hip 

Committee 9 which is at the core of the site 9 and I would like to 

get to the core of the problem which you- so kindly invited me 

to assist wi'th 9 namely 9 what should your disposition be as to 

signing or not signing S 2180 

I think the thing got off the track a way back in my 

humble opiniono I am not good.at reading all these surveys.I) 

although I have t'ried to struggle through them.11 your Honor5) and 

I know what a task you must have had because you have had more 

of them than I have had to go througho Btit through careful 

planning.I) I believe.I)~·:· .. ; the fundamental issue was forgotten about 

and we Jumped into the third, fourth and fifth stage of this 

rocket Journey without examining the first stageo And I think 

the Port Authority very carefully calcul~ted us to do Just thata 

Today 9 as I sat here, I have heard much about mone~ 
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· economics., profit~ and jobs and so ~orth 1 .but until Sister 

Hildegarde,t6ok the microphone 9 I heard very litt~e about 

peopleo (Applause) 

There are only two reasons that I can offer as suggestions 

to assist in this difficult decisiono One reason is that the 

equities call for thiso You and I know what those terms meano 

This is not a legal problemo Obviously, from everything I read 

in the press,it is not a political problemo It ist therefore 9 

/ 

a weighing of the equitieso And, Governor 9 all of these fine 

things about profits and this economy and this great prosperity 

that I don't think we can afford - (Laughter) - it has to be 

weighed against somethingo Everybody is for progress, but at 

what price and to.whom? 

Now, before I finish - and I am mindful of my time - I 

must get this over because it seems to have been overlooked by 

so many peopleo The Port Authority is not suggesting the .taking 

of our lari~ in the northern counties f6r- a water supply for the 

City of Newark or the City of Jersey City if they needed iL 

It is not like" the gentleman mentioned here about what happens 

when highways are needed and are takeno 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ One of the experts said that ---

MRo APPLEGATEg Governor 9 I want to abide by your ruleo 

I want to rush througho (Applause) The one thought I must get 

over is that the Port Authority, as 1 understand their whole 

report and their project 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: You're not fighting the Po·rt Authorityo 

We're talking about the issue of an airport at-this memento 

(Rumble by the· audienceo) 
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MR.o APPLEGATEi So am lo The alrport 9 howeverj I agreej) 

wherever they are.suggesting it, any one of fourteen places -­

the airpo!"t 51 however 51 _ wi 11 be uti Uzed by dommercdal airlineso 

1 may sound naive ---. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ For private business corporationso 

MRo APPLEGATE~~ -- for private business corporationso 
\ 

And that is where I say the equation has got to take placej) 

Governoro The people have to be weighed not against a city, 

for instance 9 that is starving or dying of thirst and needs my 

watero 1~11 have to move out; I 9ve got to give wayo But I 

respectfully suggest that I don't have to get out of my house 

for one of the airlines to mak~ a profit and run an affair there 

if the rest.-of the people don't want it that wayo (Applause) 

I wi 11 cone 1 ude with this, your Honor o P 11 try very· 

hard to· remember;) but I did want to make one other statemento 

I think you ought to sign this 218 for another reasono I think 

it will do the most good fot the cause of the Jetport in New 

Jersey and.even for the-program of my beloved friends in the 

Port Authorityo And I say that because if you donit s(gn it 51 

your Hono:r 9 and the matter sits in limbo~ the Port Authority will 

persist - they never give up - they will per~ist in the idea that 

they can put ~:rte in northern New Jerseyo Whereas 9 if your- Honor 

signs this bi11 9 it 51 at least, while it wonwt bind - I realize 

this full well - all future legislatures or governcirs, but it 

will for the time being make the recalci.trant servant turn away 

and go to seek something.somewheres else and perhaps find some 

of the things that these oth~r gentlemen technologically have 

suggested to USo 

163 
Nevw Jersey State Llbf'iilJ 



Fin a 1 ly, my qua 1i f i cat i on s , s i r - I f ind no fa u It w i th 

your questions, I own a little plot of ground and a simple 

home up in New Vernon and I would like to. at the.• same time suggest 

to your Honor that Mro Wiley or somebody - I canvt quote this, 

but I think it should be looked at - the qualifications of the 

sponsoring party in this ~mbracing project - I would look to 

see the Port Authorityvs experte~s or their experience in these 

things, their degrees of svccesso And finally I have been 

informed by reliable sources - and this only goes to the reason 

you asked the question - namely, whether there is bias or not 

on any part of the witnesses - that somewheres along around 1947 

an amendment was made to the compact, as I ~understand it, that 

required that i f the Port Author i ty . had any a i r term i n a 1 fa c i 1i t i e s 

unpaid for'or unliquidated, they did not have to forfeit or do away 

with the tolls on the tunnels and the.bridgeso Nowi I submit, 

your Honor, if this question of bias gets into the picture, 

if that be true, this might be a very good reason why they are 

so persistent in _putting this thing in a place where they could 

control it and have facilities still unpaid fora 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Do you believe that? Do. you really 

believe that? 

MRo APPLE.GATE: I could be 1 ieve it as we 11 as I could 

that I am prejudiced because I own a little ploL 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Thank you very mucho 

MRo APPLEGATE~ Thank youo -(App la use) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I would hope tha_t honest people could 

have honest differences and I think we have to have the presumption 

164 



that six Tepresentatives of the Port Authority from New Jersey 

go to that agency and try to present the view of what they think 

is right for New Jerseyo I wotrld hope that that attitude fuight 

be perpetuatedo I donit say to any of you ."You donwt have a· 

right to come here and express your viewo" I think any one of 

you have a right to come hereo But. letYs not make accusations 

unless we have some foundation on which to base the accusationso 

MRo WILLIAM Jo DOYLE~ Governor Meyner 51 my name is 

William Jo Doyle 9 Public Rel~t~ons Chairman for the New Jersey 
; 

Junior Chamber of.Co'mmerceo 

I appreciate having the opportunity to appear at this 

public hearing today to represent 41 chapters from across the 

State of New Jerseyo These chapters have adopted the position 

of endorsing the pending legislation, Bill 2180 As spokesman 

ofirth~ New Jersey J.,cous let me assure you that our organization 

with over 5500 members from across this state represent a very 

important segment of public opinion with respect to a jetport 

in New Jerseyo 

Our members are young, between the ages of 21 and 35 9 

~11 vitally interested in the future of New Jerseyo· One of 

our primary objectives of the New Jersey J oCo us i:s the 

encouragement of orderly industri~l growth in the stateo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg No commercialso You are against it 9 

right? 

MFL DOYLE~ Yes o 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ What else have you to say? 

MRo DOYLEi We feel that the proposal that a new Jetport 

be established in New Jersey presents an unparalleled s~tbat&oµ 
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for the State of New Jersey, and accordingly 9 these JoCoYs will 

support any effort to bring a jetport to a suitable location 

' in New _Jerseyo 

Our organization feels that the facility should be -

located in <),n area where growth is most neededo The present 

legislation which is now awaiting your signature will serve to 

exclude _a Jetport in the northern counties of New Jersey and 

these JoCo's stand in favor 9f the legislation since we feel that 

New Jersey has the most suitable undeveloped region•for the 
I 

location of a proposed~jetporto We fav6r the location of this 

facility in the Burlington-Ocean County areao We feel that 

the vast pine barrens in these counties offer the best site for 

a Jetporto If a Jetport will bring ecnomic development in the 

area where it is located 9 'it makes sense to place it where 

economic aid is most neededo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ What do you say to the expert opini'on 

that has been given today, namely, that it has to ·be in North 

Jersey and it has to be within commuting distance? Are you 

Just going to ignore that? 

MR., DOYLE~ I would say I would agree with the gentleman 

who spoke previously that most of these things - and I read the 

New York Port Authority report - are based on assumption and 

this is the way I accept ito 

Now 9 I see it this wayo I have seen the area., I look 

at ito I am not an engineer, bu~ I am a citizen of New Jersey 

and this is the- way·I _see·it and this is the way the 41 chapters 

of the New Jersey· Junior Chamber· of Commerce see i L 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Thank you very much., NexL (Applause) 



MRo DOYLE~ Governor 9 if you donvt mind --­

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Your three minutes are upo 

MRo D0YLEg I don't think my three minutes are upo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well, I have ruled theyvre upo Thank 

you very mucho (Rumble by audienceo) 

WI.LLIAM LEWIS ARTHUR~ Governor, I represent.the Morris 
I 

County Park Commissiono We support your green acres and we 

hope that you will support our green acreso Many times we have 

helped with the Department of Conservation and Economic Development 

in supporting your many progra~s to keep the State of New Jersey 

open, not only in Morris Countyo 

Now 9 I do have some facts of:'.whith I don't think you are 

awareo Conservationists back as far as' 1955 were interested in 

preserving this Great Swamp as a heritage to the futureo 

Now, a small start was m~de with a few acres gatheredo 

Due to the sudden turn of events 9 we find that in the past 

year - and I would like you to make a note of these figures 

and I will submit•this for you-· 1100 people from thirteen 

states have contributed approximately $400 9 000 to keep this 

place an open areao Now, this is not done in sight of a Jetpor·t, 

this is done in sight of the fact that there are people in the 

United States and in the State of New Jersey who believe that 

this space should be kept as a conservation areao 

I will go one step furthero On July 21, 1961 9 a letter 

was received from the Boston Regional Office of the Department 

of Interior from the Fish and Wildlife Service and I will quote 

just a portion of that letterg 

"The plans which are now being discussed in a general way 9 
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will, if carried to completion along the lines which we are 

discussing, result in_ a model arrangement for the. public enjoyment 

of a wildlife refug~ unmatched, so far as I know.s> anywhere in 

this country." 

He further stated that "These efforts for preserving the 

Great Swamp have the full support" of the Department of Interior0 

' Now, I would like to allude to your statement before 

that you made in Dallaso If you really believe in preserving 

these wildlife areas, please sign the billo (Applause) 

MRo HARRISON WEMETT~_ Mro_ Governor, I am Harrison Wernett 

of Berkeley Heights - the Union County version of the anti-Jetport_, 

site associationo Our condilion over there is entirely different 

from what it is in Harding Township., We are distinctly a 

middle-income, middle-class communityo We are on the edge of 

the gr-t~en be 1 to We are very fortunate in that we have a great 

deal of rese~rch and scientific development in that areao 

Murray Hill is in our township where Bell Laboratories are 

located and we have.Air Reduction and other laboratories in the 

vicinity., A great many of our residents are young scientists., 

They live in those hills because they want to get away from 

their slide rules, _test tubes and scie_ntific instruments., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Or the results of their research., 

MR., WEMETT: -- or the results of their research., And 

I might say that all of them are unalterably and many _of them 

bitterly opposed to th~ location of thi$ monstrosity of trans­

portation in the Great Swampo 

Incidentally, you ~o not seem to be familiar with the 

fact that the terrain over there for an airport could hardly 
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be worseo You probably know that the Great Swamp is the­

bed of a glacial lakeo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I have flown over it a number of 

times o 

MRo WEMETTg • You have gone over it; you have seen the 

mountains and you know what the area iso We11 9 I·stand 

corrected as to thato 

My point is this~ 

GOVERNOR MEYl\JERg As a matter of fact 9 I flew all 

over it trying to find some siteo 

MRo WEMETTg You did? 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Yeso 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg You couldnYt find iL Well 9 it will 

have to be created by bulldozing those hills down into the 

bed of the swamp 9 of courseo And I personally donut think 

the PoAo. is interested in the Great Swamp so much a·s it is 

that beautiful rolling country in Harding Townshipo So we 

are not in Harding Township 9 but we have a great deal of sympathy 

with themo 

We have institutions of religion and educational 

institutions tn our towno We have a great many middle-class 

res!dentso Our people feel that we would be affected Just as 

seriously as the people in Harding Townshipo 

· GOVERNOR MEYNER~ In other words.si you are :nagin" it? 

MRo WEMETTg Yes 9 and 90 per cent of my fellow townsmen 

are the same wayo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Thank youo 

MRo WEMETTg The point I would like to make is this~ 
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We fee 1 about it_ so keenly that in spite of our sympathy 

for the unemployed of other areas of the state, we donvt 

intend to be displaced to make way for a one hundred and 

fifty thousand construction job if we can help it'o 

There is one other thing that I would like to call 

to your attentiono The way of life up there, Mro Meyner, has 

been in the making for two hundred years and the lives and 

the fortunes of a great many men over the past two centuries 

have been going into the way of life that exists in that 

areao And it has been in creation since the time that General 

Washington was up at Jockey Hollowo That you know alsoo We see 

no reason t'o tear down the existing values for the panoply 

and confusion that goes along with an international airporto 

Now if I have any time left, I would like to yield it 

to Mro Basham of our organizationo {Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ You have none lefL Thank you., 

(SEE 

NEXT 

PAGE) 
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C ff A R L -£ S B A,.-S H A M: Governor Meyner, 

my name l• Mr. Basham end 1 em a Captain on· one or .tmt" 

alrllnes. 

GOVERNOR M~VNERt That• 9 about the way they 

start.when you•re about. to take ott. 

- UR. BASHA.Mt -Wel 11 anyway, I would 1 lke to 

challenge some of the experts• statements. I believe you 

are relying on them, so 1 would llke to tear some ot their 
' . 

polnta·e.part, lt 1 ma;y. -

_ ©VERNOR. MEYNER: Wol 1, now, :how about the· F•deral 

Av.letlon Agency1 · 

Are ttusy_here· or have they gone? 

OOVERNOil MEYNER: We 11, what dJf terence doea J.t 

make? 

MR. BASliAMi 1 hope it doeant t. make any dltterenc:e, 

but 1 would llke· t.o have them het·e end l !sten ln on t.hls. 

But anyway, Just before 1 go into the airway part -
\ 

_ OOVERNOH MEYNER; You have three mlnutea from nowjl 

MR. BASHl~Jt: Itll try_ to lu1ep lt thort. 

The Port Au tho~! ty made a statement ln the tr report_ 

that, tor instance, an area celled Jeiuetsln.trg. la 81 minutes t.o 

Manhattan end t.hen they :further make the ,tetement that It 

takes 6 more mlnutes from Manhattan to ldlewild ln the same· 

repprt. Now 1 have travelled_ between .. rather to ldlewl ld 

many times a.nd 1 have newu'A been able to ruaJ-ui lt from Manhattan 

to ldlewlld 1n 6 minutes. Thls 1 think ls an error that anybody 

can 1ee and l_t •doesn.:.ft take an expert. 
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Mow as tar a·s the airways are concer.ned,· Mr. Clay 

who ls from Boston - tt ls questionable Whether he represents 

the alrllne pl lots be_cause th!_ 1 type. -of thing snould be on an 

ag~nda and lt hasn't· been. 

Secondly, Mr. J. B. Sml th' s name was brought" up, 

who ls o·ur safety chairman· tor the alrllne pl lots, and of 

anybody, I Imagine he would have more right to speak ln their 

behalf. I'm speaking tn my behalf. 

Now 1 probably have more .room to galn from thl s than 

a~ybody_else.- 1 wlll_not. probably be affected by the nolse 

as great.ly as the otter- people and I'd be tlfteen. minutes from 

work.· But, nevertheless, as a ptlot, these alr1,1ays ~an be 

moved.· As a matter of fact, we ht\Ve questioned their move­

ment sometimes&$ a·"make work" coildJllon bec:ause we do have 

numerous changes every month In every map 1n every locale. 

So these airways can be changed. As a matter ot fact, l 

at.tended an A.T.c. meeting yesterday and ln there the new 

rneasur lng de.vices to be brought out. can and wt 11 change the 

airways by 1962 and why these are not brought Into this 

di scuru.ton by theise so-cal led expert.s, l do not know. 

(Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNETU The engineer on the ral lroud . 

alway~ can run the rat !road better t.hen- the pre$.ldent. 

Mn. BASHAM: Now, wait a minute.. I don• t nec_esuu1rJ ly· 

reel that· l am only qualified a$ an engineer, $0 to speak, ln · 

c:ompar I son be.cause I am wl 111 ng to challenge roy knowledge and 

abt11ty to theirs and that's the reason 1 wa, hoping they -
' 

were here. 
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OOVERMOR f.mvtfflRt What 0th.er- position did yo-u 

eve.r bold ? 

MR. BASHAM: Wha.t•s that? 

OOVERMOR MEYNERt What other ·poslt.lon dld you ever 

hold b<udde a pl lot? 

MR. BASHAM: Well, I don•-t thlnlt ~hat posltlon Is .. 

. everything ht ·11ttf all the thne. Knowhtdge. 1 thla!c. has a 

llttle bit. more to do wlt.h poa!tlon It you can refu.te .the 

statement. w!th oerteln tacts. 

Now, for lnst•nce, they have been atatlng that 

· Viet.or· Three would not bfJ attected or th.• airways wt 11 

'least be af·fected. Victor Three · by A.T .c.' s own adml :sslon 

l• one ot the ·busiest airways ·tn>the coimtry, which goes._· 

directly over Solberg, which goes directly over the Morris 

Coµnty airport site. 

OOVEHMOR MEYNER: They sald you needed an 

additional Jetport 1n northern New Jersey'. Do you dispute that? 
_,I 

MR. BASHAM: Yes. 1 don•t think we need It ln 

northern New Jer~ey_and l don't thJnk the alrwaye are 

necessarJ ly conf1,fled t.o put thl I thlng t.here. For lm,tance,. II"'-• 

OOVERNOn J~EYNERt You're conv!nced that. despite 

al 1 of the expert testimony· .ln the:ui reports, \-Je don't need an 

extra Jttport fn northern New Jersey aa part of the New J~rsey• 

Hew York a·r·eu. 

MR. &ASHAfH You.t ve ma.de the statem.ent ht1re -• you· 

are wording these thing& so that they Inter that. 1 t 1 s not. needed. 

l don•t say that. l i~y this Jamesburg slte whl~h 1, Just as close 
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which is flat 9 level country 9 is not surrounded py mountains 

in a bowl and predominant:ly covered by fog when the ~foggy 

weather is around - I say this place is considerably_bettero 

I am not sayfng you are not going to get employment -.- you 

are going to get employment; you are going to get an airport 

and you're going to get it within fifteen minutes of the 

other one on a super highway tha t'w s a 1 ready in.. This is 

what I don 1 t seeo The bordering position is the New Jersey 

Turnpike on the west, Route 18 on the north 9 Route 9 on the 

east and Route 33 on the south .. It is four times the size 

of the Great Swamp .. 

I repeat and I can't emphasize enough 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ In other words, you like Jamesburg? 

MRo BASHAM: It is obviously the best place for 

an airport, including the airwayso Thank you., (Applause) 

MRo BECKER: Governor, I am here representing the 

Summit Nature Club., 

MR. SHANLEY~ May I just say that we concluded our 

presentation with Mr., Batto Not to disavow the other witnesses, 

but I'd like to make that statement., 

MRo GEORGE BECKER~ I am here representing the Summit 

Nature Club and the Conservation Council of New Jerseyo 

What I am most interested in bringing out is that it 

seems to me that we haven't given enough attention to these 

human values., 

In the December 17th issue of the Saturday Evening Post, 

Joe Alexander Morris points out that the eyes of the Nation are 

on New Jersey to see whether an enraged public can preserve 
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its heritage against the continuing pressure of big business 

and the quick bucko 

Now what I want to point out is that as we go along 

we are gradually losing these various recreational areaso 

We have in New Jersey 9 which I don 1 t think is altogether 

realized, about 100,000 members of organizatioreof conservation 

societies and many thousandsmore who are not organized into 

such societies who are interested in matters of conservationo 

All of these people do not get their recreation out of the 

theater, the television, radio or the bridge table that they 

can get in a few minutes in unspoiled open spaces where their 

tensions are resolved, their frustrations shrink and mental 

balance is restored which is needed for effici~ncy on the jobo 

(Applause) 

If we are not to become a phalanx of goose-stepping 

robots, marching for the moloch of materialism to a tune piped 

by those torchbearers of the quick buck and industry, we will 

have to see that our blueprints for the future take cognizance 

of the needs of human nature itselfo (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Three minutes .. 

MAYOR ROBERT Jo BEST~ Governor Meyner, I am Robert 

Jo Best, Mayor of Passaic Township in Morris County" 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I have had a lot of communications 

with youo 

MAYOR BEST~ Our resolution was the first you received 

on December 2nd, 1959, I believeo We are hardworking peoples 

we are not millionaires; we are not foxhunters, believe meo 

But there is one question that I would like to ask youg 
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Do you really believe that these holding patterns cannot 

be moved? 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I think that there is considerable 

evidence.that you must go to the west of this point indicated 

by the Federal Aviation Agencyo They made the statement, 

based upon many years of experience and studies that they make, 

that if you have a jetport, and you do need one in northern 

New Jersey, it would have to go somewhere west and north of a 

point starting at Greenwood Lake, down to Summit and then 

over to Stocktono Now~ I think you have to give a lot of 

weight to that - I really doo 

GOVERNOR BEST: Well.9 Governor, my only question is 

this then: If Morris County is the only site for a jetport 

in northern New Jersey, where are you going to build the next 

one we need? 'There is no place to build ito Let~s build that 

next one nowo (Applause) 

Those holding patterns can be movedo They can hold over 

the oceano The man from the Federal Aviation Agenc_y said they 

could do this, but they don't like to do it because of the 

familiar landmarks that they use for this holding patterno 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I am afraid you are just rushing off 

and saying they cano Now, you have a lot of traffic that 

travels north and southo You have a lot of traffic that _travels 

east and westo You have trans-Atlantic traffic and you have 

New York and Washingtono And I would love to find a solution 

by which nobody would have to worry - everybody could sit backo 

MAYOR BEST~ Burlington is the solution and we can all 

sit backo (Applause) 
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GOVERNOR MEYNER~ 1 want to find those solutions based 

on facts, riot'on wishful thinking, not 6n hysteria, but r~ther 

based upon actual facts that engineers can presento 

MAYOR BEST~ Governor, the gentleman from the ·f"oA.oAo 

who was the first speak~r for the FoAoAo and the opponents to 

this bi 11. stated that they could hold over water, but they 
---, . 

had to have certain instrumentation which was not developed 

as yeto · He is telling us ·this when we have had polar crossings 

of submarines by instrumentationo You mean to say that they can­

not hold a flying pattern over the water? They don't have to 

use the .Esso, Bayway Tanks as a point to hold overo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ All I can say to you is:that I have 

found that mayors can build better roads than the Highway 

Department on the basis of the mayor's assertion and I think 

many public officials think they can build better airports than 

the people who are skilled and trained in this areao Now, there 

are certain responsibilities a ptiblic official haso He has 

to depend upon the facts and some experteeso 

MAYOR BEST~ Well, Governor~Meyner, I appreciate I 

am sure I have gone past my three minutes, but I would just like 

to close with this: 1 am sure that if you sign Sen~te Bill 218 

denying anyone the permi~sion to build a major'Jetport in 

northern New Jersey - I am quite sure that both the Port Authority 

and the FoAoAo are not going to come to you and say "We wonVt 

build this in Burlington Countyo" 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Somebody else might thougho 

MAYOR BEST: They will build it in Burlington Countyo You 

tell them that they must build it in Burlington Countjo (Applause) 
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MRSo JAMES Wo HAND, JRo: Governor Meynerj my name i.s. 

Mrso James Wo Hand., Jro I am a resident of Green Villageo 

I am speaking as a member of the Summit Nature. Club., an organ­

ization of 300 adult members interested in the appreciation 

and conservation of wildlife and other natural resourceso 

We submit that the people of New Jersey must look to the state 

to provide for a diverse set of needs., such as transportation 

facilities., education and a host of otherso An important 

requirement of all people, however, is the opportunity to 

be refreshed by the beautiful - the beautiful in natureo 

We have in the Great Swamp a small, but well preserved, 

sample of that natural beautyo It is ours now to enjoyo We 

hope that· it may be preserved for future generations, for it is 

one of the last of such areas in the Easto Once it is cleared or 

altered it is goneo Money could never buy it back or restore ito 

We need- t11is green oasiso Only one of our twenty-eight 

national parks.9 Acadia., is in the. Northeast, and only six are 

east of the Mississippi where half of the people liveo The 

most densely populated of these eastern states 9 our own New 

Jersey, needs the Great Swamp left green for the enjoyment and 

mental health of its people, their children and their children's 

childreno Thank youo (Applauseo) 

DRo ROBERT Fo OXNAM~ Governor,Meyner, my name is 

Robert Fo Oxnamo I am President of Drew University in Madison., 

New Jerseyo 

May I first say, sir, I admire your patienceo Although 

university presidents are not noted for terminal facilities., I 

assure you I will finish in less than three minuteso 
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Our Board of Trust~es, sir, is on record in opp~~1t~on 

to the location of a Jetport adjacent' to our, campus~ .. Here you 

have, sir, a one-hundred-jeai-old~ nearly one-hundred-year-old 

institution of higher learning, consisting of a college of 

liberal arts.9 a school of theology and a graduate schoolo 

I am not ,an engineer; I am an administrator of an 

a cad em i c inst i tut i on o 1 t i s my f i rm be Ii e f 51 s i r , that the · 

location of this airport adjacent to our campus would damage 

irreparably the educational process conducted on our campuso 

Drew University has about one hundred and thirty acreso 

Its replacement value currently is between eighteen and twenty 

millions of dollars for land, equipment and buildingso We 

think far beyond the value of the plant, equipment and land 

that educational institutions are of considerable real value 

to our country - to the State of New Jersey as well, ~hat these 

inst i tut l on s make a s i g n i f i cant cont r i bu ti on to the int e l 1 e c t ua 1 

and research power of our state and our countryo I thank you, 

siro (Applause) 

MRo EDWARD Po REID~ Governor 9 my name ls.Ed Reid and 

I am het.,.e: ra:s :.a c 1 ti zen and independent voter from Madi son o 

I was puzzled by the need of the hearing,,as I am sure 

many of these people have been puzzled by Ito It had seemed to 

. me that the elected representatives of Madison and. of all the 

other counties in the state and all the other cities had 

expressed on two occasions, quite eloquently, what the wishes 

and desires of the pe~ple of New Jersey wereo 

Notwithstanding, I wouldnYt have mi~sed it here for the 

world be~ause having spent thirty-five years g:rowi~g up on the 



sidewalks of New York and having finally made 1t to northern 

New Jersey)) I donYt like to see· it lost so soon,, 

I would. like to comment on the position taken by the 

peopl~ in the FoAoAo As an engineer and as a pri~ate citizen, 

I feel I have a lot more faith in what they can accomplish 

than they have indicated themselveso I have personally dealt 

with the FoAoAo during the last couple of yearso I .have fo~nd 

that ·they have on many occasions been able to increase the 

safety of the airways, change th~ir ways of handling air 

traffic, and I am confident that in ten yearsv time they can 

accomplish what you feel to be the major obstacle to putting 

the airport down in Burlington County, whicb is relocation of 

the air traffic patterns$ 

As far as travel time is concerned, I assume that our 

desires here today are those of the people of the State of 

New Jerseyo I for one as an air traveler think I speak for 

the majority of people in northern·New Jersey in saying I 

would be most willing to spend the time to travel to Burlington 

to take advantage of those facilitieso (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Thank you very mucho 

MADELEINE BAITER~ I am Madeleine Baiter., Madison, New 

Jersey, fifty years a resident of New Jersey, twenty-nine being 

spent in Madison,, I didnYt want to come up here, but I have a 

load of notes which I am not going to read because everybody 

before me has taken up all the subjects I wanted to speak upon 

except twoo 

There was no mention made of the destruction of one of 

our very oldest churches which is in New Vernori and of one of 
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the brand new ones which has only been. completed a few months 

which will be a stone's throw from that which is going to be 

bulldozed out for the runwayo That was one thing I wanted to 

mentiono 

Another thing, I haven't heard anybody ---

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I t:hlnk there are a lot of· people up 

there who would like to he~r youo I c~n hear you, but I think 

they would like 

MRSo BAITER: Can you hear me? 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: A littleloudero 

MR.So BAITER: What are you supposed to do with this? 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi Well, just get within an inch of iL 

MRSo BAITER~ Al 1 r i ghL We' 11 try againo 
. . 

The other thing was that I did not hear any mention made 

of the Bell Laboratories in Murray Hill. and over here in Whippanyo 

Those a.re very important installations for our government and 

they could not work on the instruments - if you asked anybody 

who works over there, theyv11 tell you the same thing that I 

am saying - they could not work on their instruments with the 

flights of jets over themo 

Another thing I was going to deal with was the name of your 

famous., so-called Great Swampo It should have been Wild Haveno 

It never should have been Great Swampo It isn't any more of a 

great swamp than any of the woodlands you go in in New Jerseyo 

They are all just as bado They have swamps, yes., but they are not 

great swamps o 

And the thing that·I think a great many people whom I 

have talked to from here to Califorhia resent is the fact that 
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when the news came out, ~othing was ever mentioned except 

that the Port Authority was going to develop the Great Swamp, 

saying nothing of the three towns they were going to demolish 

and the thousands of people they were going to throw out of 

their homeso Now, I feel sorry for those little fellows who 

have come out to Jersey, bo~ght houses~ raised their families and 

probably paid one or two installments on the price of the houseo 

Those are all American citizens who raise their children, who go 

into the Army to fight for our freedom and why in the world should 

they hav~ to fight the enemy within our fold? That's what I 

can't understande 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Do you feel the same sorrow, for 

instance, for the several thousands that are going to be_ dis­

placed by reason of our building the Bergen-Passaic Freeway 

or the Essex Freeway? 

MRSe BEITER: That isnYt one communityo You are going 

to spread it alongo It's quite dlfferento 

The development in Morris County - they have spoken of 

the hospitals and the colleges - we have a tremendous amount 

right within the radius of about seven mileso 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ The cost of progress in any community 

MRSo BEITER: Oh, progress~ my eyeo Excuse meo 

That's the way I feel about progresso 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Well, that's the issue: Do we have_ 

that kind of progress or doh't we? 

MRSo BEITER: Well, there are plenty of other places 

for this Jetport o It's perfectly si 1 ly that they c_an' t go down 

to Burlin~iton County for the si~ple reason you can't tell me if 
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Watt Ptsney can build a monorail out in Disneyland that the 

Port Authority can't bµi ld one down to South .Jerseyo (Applause) 

I have lots more to say, but I won'te I am not reading 

a papero 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ It 1 s Just like arguing with my mother 

or my wife or my sistero (Laughter) 

MRS., BEITER g We 11 , there i s no argument as. far as I am 

concernedo I do feel sorry for the people who are going to lose 

their homes" I wish you would ask me how much property I owno 

(Laughter and applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg I would rather not have you display 

your wealtho 

MRSo BEITER~ Well, my wealth consists of not that 

·much territory in the State of New Jersey (indicating)o I am 

fighting for my fellowmen, by gosho I don 11 t like to see them 

put out of thel.r homeso 

VieWSo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi More power to youo (App la use) . 

You see, there are many who want to repento 

MRSo BEITER: Many who what?· 

GOVERNOR MEYNER ~ Many vifflO. want to r~pen t or express their 

MRS., BEITERg Well, I am going to get off, donwt worryo 

But I do hope that the person who has or the peopl~ who have the 

final decision on this question will weigh on the scale of Justice 

the Jetport and the few people itvs going to benefit.- theyv11 

have Just as much labor if they go down to South Jersey - against 

the people who are going to lose the 1 r. homes o 

I read a very fam0us article when I was a childo Andjl 



believe me, I was a child once o It seems a long· way off o There 

were seven words that made a great impression and I would like 

to quote those words: "Life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happinesso" I would hate to live to see those wo~ds changed 

to "Strife, slavery, and the loss of happinessoff (Applause) 

FATHER FALLON: Your Excellency, I am Father Fallon, 

the pastor of Christ, the King, Church in the area which would 

be directly affected by the jetport an~ so I have a very selfish 

interest in the mattero 

However, my only comment today would be this., that I think 

that your job of making a decision about whether or not to 

sign the bill, 218, has been greatly simplified by this hearing to­

da~~J Inasmuch as the will of the people has been expressed so: 

unanimously in favor of the bill, it appears to me that if you 

should sign the bill and if history should prove that it was 

a mistake for the State of New Jersey, it would not be your 

mistake, but the mistake of the people of the State of New 

Jerseyo (Applause) 

. GOVERNOR MEYNER: I do want to caution the remainder of 

the speakers - rvve sat here since ten o'clock without inter­

ruption - but someo~e in my absence several weeks ago set up 

a reception at the Governor's residence at four o'clocko Now, 

I don't expect that I can get up there at four o'clock, but I 

would like to get there before the guests go homeo So would 

you accommodate me and be very brief in your statements, please? 

MAYOR Jo H.. CRANE·, JR .. : Thank you for the three· 

minutes, Governor .. I won't take that longo 
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My name is Craneo I am Mayor of the Borough of Florham 

. Park on the periphery of this proposed airporto I sometimes 

thought that the port wi 11 have but 1i t t le effect on a community 

such as mine, which is, as I said, on the periphery and a 

distance of four or Tive miles from the coreo However, in 

our Borough in Florham Park we have had planning for some 

twenty years, a planning board, and we have had a master plan 

for ten years - a master plan which, by the way, has received 

special commendation from the State Board as being outstanding 

as a document of that typeo 

I would ask you what would happen now to all our planning 

- the hours, the m6ney, the effort 1 the sweat that has gone 

into the making of the planning for the Borough of Florham Park? 

I ~epresent but some seven thousand people, incidentally 

ad1 of whom have been solicited as to their opl~ion of the 

establishment of this installation, and only four per cent of 

whom have favored ito I am wondering what we could say to 

these people and how we are to take them.out of the problems 

and the things that are suggested here which according to our 

engineers are going to result in cost to us in the addition of 

new drainage facilities, new roads, new services, the requirement 

of new schools because of the influx of new citizens,and other 

services, which they tell us can very well bring us into the 

realm of bankruptcy? What of planning now? What of all these 

years? 

I ask you to give consideration to this as Florham Park 9 

I believe 9 to be representative not only of communities through­

out Morris County, but ·throughout your entire stateo Thank youo 

(Applause) 
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MAYOR JOHN ROACH, JRo: Governor, I am Mayor. John Roach, Jre 

of Dover, New Jerseyo I have waited here all day Just to ~et 

a few momentso 

I would like to say 9 first, that I think that this 

hearing could have been a little more convenient and a littl~ more 

comfortable for people held some place elseo Every indication 

pointed,when it was planned, that there would be a large delegationo 

I think people have suffered and have been very uncomfortable 

here today. They have been -over in the Senate Chamber, they 

have been in the hallways, they have been in the stairways, 

and I, myself, didn't get a seat until about fifteen or twenty 

minutes ago o. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Well, if you were being sworn in as 

Senator from your county,. you would find it quite convenient 9 

I would thinko 

MAYOR ROACH~ I have no desire to be sworn in as a 

Senator, Governoro I have had mine, which you probably.know 

abouto I am about finished, not by choice eithero (Laughter) 

I think you have been a little rough on the people who 

wanted this billo You have interrupted their speeches when. 

they have been ta !king when you didn't agree with the_i r subjecto 

Instead of making notes 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Are you for or against the bill? 

MAYOR ROACH: Never mind.,. You are interrupting me nowo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Are you for or against the bill? 

MAYOR ROACH: I am definitely for the bill all the way, 

and you.know ito 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: You can go out in the hall and call a 
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p~es$ conference and tell them anything you want about me, but 

the p:urpos_e of .this hearing ---

IVIA.Y.OR ROACH: l am not ca.lUng· any. press qo_nfer-ence at 

allo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Are. yon: fo,r or against ~his bill? , 

MAYOR ROACH: I have something I want to say about the 

bi 11, briefly& I want my thre.e minutes. 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: All right., Addre-ss yourself to the. 

bill or you will be ruled out of ordero 

.MAYOR ROACH: . I want my -three minutes., 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: All righL Youv 11 get your three 

minutes, and let's have it on the bill., 

MAYOR ROACH: Let me say this to you, sir, that- I think 

that New Jersey is large enough to find some area rather than 

in a congested area like they are gain~ now., I- have faith in 

our scientists and our engineers and when I .hear these mert 

stating that this is it - that. it can't be changed and that the 

whole future of thi~. gqvernment of ours must live in a certain 

f lig,ht pattern for the rest of their days, there.· is something 

wrong.with the thinking of people somewhere., 

I want to say to you it's going to disrupt the tax 

structure of Morris County; I mean, on a county level, as well 

a~- on a municipal levelo You canvt wipe out the ratables 

that you are wlp1ng out and take them away from th~ county tax 

structure without caus.ing a shock to. that tax structure, and 

you know that because you made a study of government~ 

This picture doesn't show complete,ly what the dam.age is 

going to· be., I.t' s. a cata$trop1).e to the State'.. of New Jerseyo 

186 



Some way, some how, youvve got to find a way to build a; jetport 

other than in the area where it is going now., (Applause) 

I want to say· to you that I don't think the Port of 

New York Authority or the State of New Jer~ey or New York State 

is responsible for all the international traffic being routed into 

a small area of land and that it must accept the growth of 

the whole United States and handle it through this areao I 

believe that the flights today, the distance you can take, that 

they donYt have to be on the shoreo They could build hotels and 

they could service these facilities and I think they must come 

to ito 

I believe that there is a solution to our air problems 

and I believe we should find it and we need helpo We need time 

to get this thingo We are not done in this country yeto I 

mean, our thinking and planning is not done o And when these 

experts say to us here today that this is it and labor says we 

are going to be-destroyed because we don 9 t get this certain 

thing - thatVs not S0o 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I have been looking for an answer for 

eighteen monthso 

MAYOR ROACH~ Let's ke~p on looking for it theno We have 

a tremendous standard of living in Morri~ Countyo We have in 

Morris County the highest family payroll of any county in the 

United States or very close to ito I don 9 t think you have to 

worry about Morris Countyo I think Morris C6unty will take care 

of itself and contribute·much to governmento In our fiscal po1icy, 

you throw the biggest paft of the load on thi mtinicipalittii and 



on the· counties. more than they do in other states - not your 

fiscal po,licy; but· the planning of the pas to we have no plan 

for ~he operation of the legislature or the governor in the 

Stat.e o-f New Jersey1~, (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Thank you very much~ Mayor Roacho 

MRo HENRY MANN~ My name is Henry Manno I represent only 

myselfo I am a member of the Bell Telephone Lal:)oratorieso I live 

and· work in Berks.tey: Heights a I moved to that area from New 

York City right out from underneath a landing pattern onto 

LaGuardia and was very happy· for a few years unti 1 this Je.tport 

issue came abouto 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ You havenvt got any noise.overhead yet,, 

have you? 

MRo MANN~ Yes .11 I do o I have lots of noise and I 

complaln all the time to the Por.t Authorityo. I am probably the 

only one who doeso Airplanes come overhead ;.:~~1,1 .... 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ You are the only one that does? 

MRo MANN: I th.ink I amo (Continuing) --- at an a 1 tit ude 

of 2000 feet and shake the house aparto 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: This bothers youo 

MRo MANN: Sureo I like to work at home at night in 

peace and quiet and I don v t think I could to le-rate 60 or 100 

planes 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg At 2000 feet 9 it bothers youo 

MRo MANN: Did you ever hear an airplane gunning its 

engin.e at 2000 feet 9 trying to climb~ or 1500 feet? 

GOVERNOR MEYNERi Very frequentlyo 

'MRo MANN: We11 9 in any event - maybe I am just a sensitive 
\ 
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soul - but I think that there is something _more to life than 

just breathing kerosene and having your eardrums pounded by 

airplaneso I like a little peace and quieto 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: What research are you engaged in? 

MRo MANN~ I am now working on a sateliite proje~L 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Arenwt you making some smoke there? 

MRo MANN~ No, no, it's very quiet where I amo (Applause) 

(William Fo Blanchard comes to the microphoneo)_. 

-GOVERNOR MEYNER: We are not prejudiC:ed toward or against 

bankerso 

MRo BLANCHARD: I don't know what you'd do without themo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I don 1 t know what to do with themo 

MRo WILLIAM Fo BLANCHARDg Governor, I am here at the 

req~est - and I am going to be exce~dingly brief and simply 

leave this with you - I am here at the request of a group of 

industries and businessmen from Morris Countyo There has been 

intimations arid insinuations that many of the business people 

of Morris County, in fact, the majority, might be for the airport, 

but they are afraid to say so on the theory they might lose 

customers, etc., 

I have there a statement which is suppcrted,as you will see 

when you read· itsi by many _businessmen in Morris County, proving 

that they are very much against ito And I mean Morris County 

businessmen - I am not talking about a man who lives in 

Morris County and works in New<:3-rk or anything_ qke __ thaL 

Oner thing - there is on the back there si . which I just 

realized is not thoroughly identified - that is.a map that was 

prepared by the Bell Laboratory people showing where everybody 



in their Murray Hill office plant liveso The first ring~ 

I thi'nk there is a ring 9 isn't there? - the. first ring is within 

five miles and the second ring within ten_miles, and ·I think 

there are something like 8500 people involved in that thingo 

They have made it pretty clear that they are very much disturbed not 

only as to their operations in the center 9 but all these scientists 

and laboratory technicians in this violent area - and the center 

of the ring is the center of the proposed airporto Thank· 

you very mucho (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Thank you very mucho 

MRo RALPH So WILLIAMSg Governor, my name is Ralph 

Williamso I am a resident of Harding Townshipo 

Prior to this meeting, you asked for factso 'This 

morning you asked a question to which you got no·. adequate 

answero 

It so ~appens that in a prepared statement I have a 

partial answer to that questiono I have one fact which I 

can present - additional fact - which I can present in about 

thirty secondso 

As a business man I have r1own over 500 9 000 miles 

throughout the United States and since January 1933 I have 

witnessed the development of airports in almost every major city 

in the. United Stateso lf an impartial survey was made of the 

conditions that develop within a radius of ten to fifteen miles 

of these large city airports 9 it could easily be shown how. 

undesirable they are, and as the noise factor has developed 

due to jets, the basic condition has become worseo The combination 

of the dirt, noise 9 traffic dens~ty and blight is irideed a high 
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price to pay for a public necessityo 

It is not ?boo late to have an aerial survey made of 

the general environs of these immense Je_tports and if those 

pictures, together with a factual description of what exists in 

these areas, could be shown to the residents of the area that 

will be affected by the propo$ed Jetport in Morris Cnunty, I 

am confident the public reaction would be one of overwhelming 

oppositiono 

One further fact: A large part of the millions of 

dollars needed to finance this project will as usual come 

from the Federal government and as taxpayers that _is our 

money and we donvt want it spent for our destructiono 

May I state that the creation of this airport will also 

have created a prime military opjective subject to almost 

immediate attack ln the event of future hostilitieso (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Just a memento We have now had two 

hours of "pro" againo Now, if there is some opposition to this 

bill 9 I think they are entitled to be heardo Are you opposed? 

MRo DONALD Jo WILFORD~ Yes!) siro 

Governor 9 I have lived in New Jersey all my lifeo 

Eighteen years I have lived up on the side of a hill overlooking 

the Great Swamp areao To me this Jetport is an economic 

necessity to not Just the area that will be directly involved, 

but to the many mi! lions of people in the metropo Ii tan areao 

It is going to hurt some peopl~ unquestionablyo Brit I haven't 

heard one tear shed for the 49 000 families being displaced by 

the Narrows Bridge today and a home in the run-down section of 

Brooklyn may be Just as important to that man as an estate out 
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in New Vernon or some other areao 

I like the green belt, but I donvt believe that the 

installation of this jetport will eliminate all green belts in 

New Je:rseyo 

As far as the criticism of the jetport - or the Port 

Authority going beyond its teF..r·,1torial Jurisdiction 9 these same. 

people are requesting the Port Authority to take ove:r commuter 

serviceo The Jetport will be supported entirely by tollso And 

yet these same people who object to it want state subsidies to 

buy their commutation ticketso This to me is inconsistento 

And when you have said people are afraid in the county 9 you are 

absolutely right because for a year and a half I have been talking 

to themo When this thing first broke 9 I wrote you a letter and 

I requested you personally to take your time and study it 

carefully, not as it affected me or the people in this room 9 but 

everyone concernedo I think you have done so and I think you 

are continuing to do soo 

.I am a conservative Republican who has never voted 

Democratic in my life 9 but in this case I think you are acting 

very carefully and very surelyo And 9 sir 9 I think it would be 

a crime to approve a bill which would eliminate the northern 

counties of New Jersey from a facility which is absolutely neededo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Have we your full name? 

MRo WILFORD~ Donald Wilfordo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Thank you very mucho Some more ·opposition? 

You are opposed to the bill? Give your full name and your 

positiono 

MRo LEONARD:MASSEYg My name is Leonard Masseyo I am 
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Business Representative of Labor's Local Union 472, which 

covers the State of New Jerseyo We represent close to 10 9 000 

laborers in this state and we went on record to appear before 

Governor Meyner today to ask him to please not sign the bill 

for many, many reasons which have been stated before by the 

previous speakerso I think they all gave you the factso I 

would only be taking up more of your timeo Thank youo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Are you opposed to the bill or are 

you for the bill? Anybody else opposed to the bill? 

Does anybody want to speak against the bill? (No response) 

All right, we will hear those for the bill and please make it 

quicklyo You have had double the time of the other side anywayo 

MRo DAVID _Bo NORRIS: I wi 11 leave my sta.tement with 

you, Governor, and comment only on one or two phases that I feel 

have not been made clearo I, too, am a con~ervative 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Did you give your full name? 

MRo NORRIS:· David Bo Norriso I too am a conservative 

Republican and represent labor union people as well as all classes 

of peopleo 

I am representing today 17,000 citizens of the county 

seat of Morris County, Morristowno I am Chairman of the 

Legislative Committee of the Morristown Board of Aldermeno 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ How do you happen to represent 17,000 

people? 

MRo NORRIS: Because, Governor, for once our entlre 

Board representing this amount of people is unanimous and has 

taken polls, very careful polls, on this matter and we know what 
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our town thinkso We are but 2o9 square miles and therefore we 

are able to keep in close touch with our constituency~ 

I have other things_ that I would· like to have said 9 

but they have been said perhaps more ably by others before meo 

So may I Just comment on the one factor that I.feel is of,most 

importance to our communityo 

Frankly, we have a tremendous_ congestion-of traffic on 

the streets of Morristown and I know that towns surrounding us 

have the same situationo We feel very strongly - and speaking 

for the Planning Board too - that this installation would 

certainly bring about the influx of literally millions of_ 

automobiles in this areao There can be only one obvious.resulto 

We have had it partially already, and that is, a compounded 

congestion which we feel can have nothing but a strangulating 

effect on the business and the residential area in which we 

1 ive o 

We don 8 t want this Jetporto We donvt intend to have 

it foisted upon uso We. 9 therefore, would like to urge you, 

Governor, to sign this bill already overwhelmingly endorsed by 

both Houses of the Legislature and by the citizens in the 

affected area" (Applause) 

MRo ALBERT PIERSON~ I am Albert Pierson from Warren 

Township, Somerset County 9 and I am representing the Chairman 

and the group of us that belong to the Jetport Site Association 

in Warren Townshipo 

I only want to ask two quest.ions 9 Governoro I would be 

more ready to accept today that this Morris County site is the 

only site that can be had - I do raise a qu~stion~ Is it possible 
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in following the ,experience with many of your authorities 

that they decide a thing ls so and then you find experts 

that will support that? I do ask thi's:· Where are the studies? 

What are the results of studies that have been made on the 

other sites that have been under corisideration? They have not 
- . 

been mentioned todayo I have not seen any specific information 

or heard any discussed today saying that none of these other 

sites are possible of use .or considerationo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: I think they were given equal 

considerationo I think some of them where they were completely 

out of the distance probably were not giv~n as careful a 

consideration, but I feel sure that they looked at all of themo 

If you have any evidence to indicate that the.Port 

Authority consists of a- scheming, contriving, tonspiring --~ 

MRo PIERSON: I am sorryo I realize it may have. sounded 

that w~yo I do ask and emphasize again ---

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Well, we have loads of this material 

and any time you want to get in touch with Personal Counsel 

and look it over 9 I 1 d be glad to unload ---

MRo PIERSON~ Is the Port Authority presenting also in 

this study that they made that none of these other. sites can 

be used? Have they presented that opinion to you? 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Noo After all, they were so abused 

that they have g6tten to the point now where they say "Here 

is the studyo Now, you make the dee isi ono u So far as I know 

there is no active propaganda effort be_ing made by the Port 

Author! ty at this momenL 

MRo PIERSON~ I_ don v t mean propaganda efforL I mean, 
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have they given you a definite•statement that thes~ other 

sites are not utlllzable as a je~ airport to serve this 

same purpose? 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg Well, I can reado I read the reporto 

Get a copy of this (indicating)o They give a summary of ito 

MRo PIERSONg I intend to do soo If they have not said 

that these other sites are not utilizable as a jetport site, 

then that would indicate 9 if they have not done so, that these 

sites are not out of the question ~oTUSeo That rs the only point 

I am trying to makeo 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg 

.( 

All I am pointing out to you ls - 1 8 m 

trying to get to the pointg They point out all the siteso 

MRo PIERSONg Yeso 

GOVERNOR MEYNERg They offer the conclusions of the 

experts and I 1ooked:·:them over as a reasonable being and I 

add up one, two, threes four in that order 9 and I say the Morris 

County site is the best one according to these reportso Now, 

shall we have it or shall we not? 

Then we get the Federal Aviation Agency that says you. 

have.to have it somethlng north and west of thls line drawn from 

Stockson to Summit to Greenwood Lakeo Are they right or are 

they wrong? 

MRo PIERSONg I would ask one other question, and that 

isg Whether or not your State Highway Department in its 

considerations of Route 78 and when there was a discussion 

sever a 1 years ago of the, r reaH gnment of Route 78 going 

through Warren Townships whether one of the major factors that 

they gave as far as trealignment was that they did not want to 
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put Route 78 or a part of~ major highway through on a clay 

base such: as an old glacial 1akebed1- This glacial lakebed 

which extends over across through the Passaic Valley there -

th'is same type of terrain also lies over in our areao 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ This is my impression and Commissioner 

·Palmer can correct me if I am wrongo I understood that Routes24 

and 78 hatfr more or less been tentatively established at the 

ti~e the Port Authority was first looking at this siteo So 

far as I know there was no alteration made to accommodate the 

siteo 

MRo PIERSON~ I only raised the question why 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I am sure Commissioner Palmer would 

be glad to talk with youo We have nothing to hide in this thingo 

MRo PIERSONi I didnwt say you were 9 siro I raised the 

question as to why ---

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I didnvt say you necessarily had 

the suspicions thattbther people haveo 

MRo PIERSONi Believe me 9 I am just trying to raise 

the questiono I Just raised it on the basis that the State 

Highway Department did not wish to go across this clay base 

which you have extending down 45 to 50 feet geologically 

in this areao ThatVs allo Thank youo 

MISS BARBARA STOESSER~ Barbara Stoesser 9 resident of 

Green Vi 1 lage o 

Governor Meyner 9 ladies and gentlemen~ You are undoubtedly 

interested in hearing how the youth of the State of New Jersey 

feel regarding the Jetport situationo I participated in the 

Youth in Government Program both in 1960 and in 19610 This 
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program: is statewide and ls sponsored by the nyHO 

In 1960 a bill was passed by the Senate, House, and 

signed by the Youth Governor to the effect that the Great 

Swamp should be created into a state parko 

1 Gentlemen, if a cross-section of the youth of the State 

of New Jersey feel such a strong need for recreation areas and 

the conservation of available tracts of land, certainly their 

foresightedness should act as a guide to your decisiono Thank 

youo (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Thank youo I 1 m sure with youtho 

MRSo JOHN Ro PIERCEi Mrso John Ro Pierce from Berkeley 

Heights, New Jerseyo 

I speak for myself alone 9 but I think I represent a 

type of individual who has not been heard here todayo I donwt 

think I am particularly anti-progresso I have been flying since 

I was fifteen in both private and commercial planeso My 

husband is the father of this little Echo satellite.si which is 

not exactly an unprogressive sort of thingo 

The people in my family use the airports and use the 

Jets continuallyo And I am quite happy to allow three hours to 

drive to Idlewild in order to permit them to take them, although 

sometimes it means my son gets to schoo 1 1i teral ly and is in 

bed in the Midwest before I get homeo I am willing to do this 

so that he will have a place to come home to when he comes 

for vacationo My husband feels, I am sure~ quite the sameo 

In my community of Berkeley Heights we have had a burgeoning 

growth which has tripled our population within less than ten yearso 

W~ have no need for economic growth 9 but rather we are desperately 
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in need of measures for contro I ling ·the growth which we have o 

I have heard much mention today on the side of those 

who are for-the jetportj all of which seems to boil down to 

vested interests of a commercial natures, whether these are 

jobs or whether they are corporation profit interestsQ It 

still comes down to ·a corporate interestj) whether it is labor 

federation or whether it's a corporation of some other kind 

which hopes to have a general economic growtho 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Is there any other way to get a 

living except through some of the corporate interests? 

MR$o PIERCE: But you can't eat dollars.SI sir,, and you 

can't bask in the sun ---

GOVERNOR MEYNERi You canwt exercise your personality 

without something to eat either, can you? 

MRSo PIERCE~ Quite true, but we are not suffering 

particularly in Morris Countyo The people who cited the 

great figures on unemployment did not mention Morris County, 

they mentione·d Essex County - they mentioned some of the other 

countieso Also some of the people spoke of the great burden 

the people would have ---

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Ye·s.s> but I have to consider the whole 

state tooo 

MRSo PIERCE~ Preciselyo But people.SI if they came to 

Morris County.SI for construction Jobs - many of them would have 

to move from other areaso They could just as easily move where 

the Jobs areo I have every sympathy for the fellow who is 

without a Job.SI including you, sir 1 since you will be unemployed 
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after January lsto 

GOVERNOR MEYNER i , Well .9 I ·appreciate that sympathy o If 

you hear of any openings, let me knowo 

MRSo PIERSON~ I ·helped you get a job in 1957 and I 

contributed to your anteo I hope it wasn 1 t a mistakeo But 

I hope you won 1 t pul 1 a chair out from under me in my get ting 
I 

a Jobo I happen to be one of the few people here today who 

is a Democrat and who is running for _offlceo And if I am 

successful in that venture, I wi 11 have many of these township , 

problems on my handso I hope you won't make it any harder 

for meo Thank youo (Applause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Y'ouh:-e welcomeo 

MRo CHARLES Ao NORRIS~ Governor.si my name is Charles 

Ao Norris and I am also,here as an independent citizeno 

I live on the fringe and there seems to ;be an impression 

that the people over on 1 the eastern side of the county are 

indifferent about thiso I am here to tell you that we ~re noto 

As a life-~lerig .resident of Morris County.9 I am very definitely 

opposed to this airport for the reasons which have already 

been statedo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER:, You are for the bill? 

MRo NORRIS~ I am definitely for the billo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Thank you very much, Mro Norriso 

MRo NORRIS~ And also I am a regular 1i stener on 

Channel 13 at 6:30 Sunday nights and I was delighted last Sunday 

night to hea:r your comments in your interview towards the end 

of the program about the need in New Jersey for open spaces 

·because, if I remember correctly, Governor, you said that you 
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hoped that the people ·who come in the future to Jersey to 

live will be able to look out 9 not on other buildingsj but on 

green pastures, if I remember correctlyo I think you have 

a made-to-order opportunity to go through with these suggestions 

of yours by signing this bill, and. we respectfully recommend 

you do so o (App la use) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: Thank youo .Please let me go home 

soono 

MRo MICHAEL FUREY~ My name is Michael Fureyo I live 

in Berkeley Heights and work in Lindeno I represent only_ 

myself this morning, although many other people feel as 

I doo 

New Jersey is unique in having a concentration of research 

and scientific endeavors and if you look around, you find that 

most of the engineers and scientists are not from New Jerseyo 

They come from all overo They do this because it offers the 

potentiality of going into New York and still living in a nice 

residential areao 

Now, people coming to New Jersey for the first timej 

seeing the Newark entrance..;. the Newark-New York area - are 

generally quite disappointed until they go into the area that 

we are talking about nowo If we decide to bull~ a Jetport in 

Morris County, I think it will only accelerate the transition 

of this area to a Newark-New York type compfex and we will be 

losing out on a rather large percentage of people who are not 

fox hunters, who are not members of a labor union, who do not 

own a lot of land, and who do not own business interestso 

Thank you., (Applause) 
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MR" Lo ARLINGTON WAITE~ Goverhor 9 my name is L. Arlington 

GOVERNOR MEYNER: What is it? 

MRo WAITEg Waite - W-A-I-T-Eo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Wait.s that's what we have been doingo 
I 

MRo WAITE: · I would like to get in the last word, if 

possibleo 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ Donvt you think I ought to be able 

to get that in:? 

MRo WAITEi I?m going to let you get the last word in, 

but Igd like to get in next to the last word because I put in 

the first word nine months before the news brokeo I protested 

the possibi 1i ty of .a Jetport in Merri s Countyo Now, it was so 

fantastic to think about anything like that that I had to use 

a crystal ball in order to look and see this future jetporto 

Our politicians from Morris County absolutely would not believe 

anything that I saw In that crystal ballo Of course, today 

they know differento But I did not see anything in that crystal 

ball pertaining to this hearingo Now, you can· have the last 

wordo Thank youo (App~ause) 

GOVERNOR MEYNER~ I think we have exhausted all of 

those people who had the endurance and the patience to want to 

stay in order to be heardo I think there have been just two 

people that I have precluded from making any statem~nts and 

those were the representatives of both.gubernatorial candidateso 

I said to them that I felt that they could make their statements 

at some other place than in a hearing such as this on whether 

or not I should sign a billo 
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Obviously 1 I have had the benefit of your views and 

I want to say to those of you who were patient and per-severing 

enough to stay this long~ thanks for being hereo 

Sometimes when you hear views, you can capture a flavor 

and have some understanding that doesn't come from the printed 

word or from just some factual material you look aL 

Now, the q_uestion is whether I sign the bi 11 or noL 

The question will go to the constitutionality and any information 

you have with respect to that or any group has with respect 

to that, 1 1 11 be glad to look ato 

Secondly, if I sign it, that doesnvt settle the question 

once and for -all; and if I don't sign it, it doesnfft settle 

it once and for allo 

The most unfortunate part of this whole program is that 

there is - and has been for eighteen months - a bit of uncertainty 

in the neighborhood - a considerable amount of uncertainty in 

the neighborhood because people don't know what is likely to 

happeno I donVt know how to eliminate that uncertaintyo 

Of course, some of you would say "Sign the bill and it will 

be eliminatedo" I say an issue of this sort is likely to last 

for quite a whileo 

I am going to look at all of the fa~ts and I am going 

to make a decision not in terms of whether it is go'ing to help 

the~Democratic Party or the Republican Party, not in terms of 

whether it is going to be best for my dear friends in Morris or 

Somer:.:set, but in terms of what I firmly believe to be the best 

intereists of all of the citizens of New Jerseyo Whatever I 
\ 

do, I Qan be wrong or I can be right 1 according to your respective 
··i 
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ppif.n±on, but I hope that you will respect me for having decided 

what I think is besto 

I would hope that in campaigns of this sort 9 we can 

get away from a little of this vilification that goes ono There 

are a lot of people in public office who are working hard 

and arduously - many people in civic endeavor who are working 

hard and arduously - and to contend with them or to argue 

with them or to combat arguments with them1 it is not necessary 

to call them names or to attribute to them some unwholesome 

motives., 

I have enjoyed the hear Ing today even though I haven 1 t 

had lunch or I haven't gotten ou£ of this chair since ten 

o'clocko Thanks for coming and you will hear from me in due 

course., (Applause) 
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