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COMMISSIONERS® REPORT.

To the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey :

The Commissioners appointed under the act entitled “ An Act to
ascertain the rights of the State, and of the riparian owners in the
lands lying under the waters of the Bay of New York, and elsewhere
in the State,” approved April 11th, 1864, respectfully present the
following report :

The principal duties and powers of this Board are enumerated in the
first section of the act. It willbe convenient here to recite the samein
the words of the section.

It is there enacted, that the Board of Commissioners shall have
power, and it shall be their duty “to cause the necessary surveys and
examin itions to be made by competent surveyors, of the lands lying
under the waters of the Bay of New York, and of the Hudson River,
and of the lands adjacent thereto, the Kill Von Kull, Newark Bay,
Arthur’s Kill; the Raritan Bay, and the lands lying under the waters
of the Delaware River, opposite to the county of Philadelphia, the
right to reclaim which has not been granted by the State, and to ob-
tain all needful information from other sources, in order to ascertain
the present rights of the State in the same, and the value of said rights ;.
and Lo fix and establish an exterior line in the said bays and rivers be-
yond which no pier, wharf, bulkhead, erection or permanent obstruc-
tion of any kind shall be permitted to be established ; and to report to
the next legislature on or before the first day of February next, the
regnlt of the information thus obtained, and the value of the said
rights, togethor with the evidence upon which the same is founded.

“ And second, that they shall recommend to the legislature such
plans and provisions for the improvement, use, renting, or leasing of
the said lands, under water, as they shall deem necessary for, and most.
conducive to the interest of the State, and to have prepared and sub-
mit, with their report, maps of said land, exhibiting the exterior line
fixed and established by them in said bays and rivers, and the lines of’
the existing piers, wharves and bulkheads, and also showing any
grants of land under the water of said bays and river which have
not been occupied, and also the original shore line, as far as the same
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scertained, with such field notes, measurements and elucida-
:ia;:l:) Zsathey shall éeem necessary for a full exposition and understand-
i he subject. )
" ﬁg éommigsioners, on the tenth day of May last, issued and caused
to be published in the manner required by the act, a mnotice of 1‘the
time and place for their first regular meeting. This meeting tooklf). a.}(lze
pursuant to the notice, at Jersey City, on the thirty-first day o ‘ the
game month of May,and the subsequent sessions have been 1’1111116101}15,
and at such times and places as were found most convenient for the
prosecution of the business. All these meetings have been held pxg-
guant to public adjournments, and have been accessible to atiy who
chose to avail themselves of the opportunity. Many valuable sug-
gestions have been derived from individuals who have attended us on
sions. ]
su(i}tls(;zasoon seen that no important progress could be made in tbef
determination of most of the matter referred to us before prehml.nar)f
gurveys and explorations had been made of the shore, the margin 0d
upland adjoining the shore, and the submerged lands in front of an
jacen the margin.
ad']lzc::;stfherefore determined that an accurate survey must be mafle,
and suitable maps prepared to show as nearly as practicable the true
shore line,and the extent and position of the water front of the nu-
merous proprietors of the contiguous upland, and also the SOulldlDlg:S
in the waters immediately in front of such proprietors. It was a :[0
desired that examinations should be made, and information collecte 1,
as to several other particulars, among which we mention, the nature
and depth of the moveable deposits at the bottom of said waters,lthe
location and extent of rocks and ledges, and the depth of these bei] ow
the surface of the water, the line of the natural shore at places where
the same has been obliterated by encx:oachments and lmprovementﬁ
beyond the ancient margin, the dimensions, character and use of suc
encroachments, the positions and boundaries of the tracts that h?“’f’
been heretofore specifically granted by the State, or by its authority,
below the high water line, the positions, depths and general characte‘;r-
istics of channels, the deflections of the tidal currents from t](:;%e general
" direction of the shores, with the }?robable causes and effects o such de-
flections, and under what conditions and laws the contraction of_ WI;‘:).-
ter space would effect more remote ship channels at the gates of t ef
ocean. These constitute material elements in thg proper location 10
such exterior lines as shall be * most conducive to the iuterests ol the
State.” We believe that any considerable encroaclunents upon the
tide waters referred to in the act, especially those in the I—Iudgoa Rw’er
and the Bay, and its approaches from the ocean, if made without re-
gard to most of the above conditions, wyould' be hazardous to the com-
mercial interests of New Jersey. Wlth rivers and harbors on our
borders, unsurpassed for the convenience and safety of sl?lpp?ng and
commercial operations, by any in the world, artificial interference
with their magnificent adaptations would be a calamity which no val-
ues of the lands reclaimed from these waters would ever compensate.
Hence the propriety of extreme caution in the licensins of works that

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 5

would contract the capacity of any of these recepticles of the tides of
the ocean. -

A certain extent of encroachment along the shores of all good har-
bors and navigable rivers is of course necessary to enable ships to re-
ceive and deliver their freight at the mainland. So much of reclama-
tion as is required for suitable piers, docks and warehouses along the
margins of public waters is not ordinarily a detriment, but a benefit
to navigahle waters; and such improvement is therefore rather to be
encouraged by public authority, than repressed.

It is clearly a mistake to assume, as some have done, that all con-
tractions of the water space of rivers and harbors have a tendency to
injure navigation. Who does not see that without considerable re-
clamations of the shallow flats on the margins of public waters, the
commercial progress of New York, Liverpool and London would have
been 1etarded ? ‘ .

But so obscure and hidden are as yet the laws of currents, eddies,
and accretions, that except in rare and well defined instances, science
partially fails to gnide and control to certain results. Several instances
are known of the ruin of harbors and rivers by filling up from slight
changes and disturbances in currents. Schleswig, for about six hundred
years the principal commercial city of Denmark, has lost its eminence
from this cause. Yarmouth, Sunderland, Dundee, and Aberdeen are
also examples in point.—Admerican Encyclopedia, McCullock’s Com.
Dict.

# view of the delicacy of the responsibility implied by the above
considerations we found it would not be advisable to attempt within
the year to accomplish all that the act under which we were appointed
contemplates. The first section above recited embraces the extensive
range of shore, probably the most valuable in the State, from the Rock-
land County line to Constable’s Hook, thence along the Kill Von Kull
to Bergen Point and both sides of Newark Bay, thence continuing
down Arthur’s Kill to Perth Amboy, and along the long reach of
Raritan Bay, besides an important district of the Delaware opposite
Philadelphia. It is manifest that much more than one season is needed
to accomplish all this. We have limited ourselves exclusively to the
districts which seemed most to need immediate attention on account
of several enterprises for improvements therein being actually begun
or in contemplation.

The commissioners instructed Robert C. Bacot, Esq., who had been
appointed by them to direct and superintend the surveys in the east-
erly part of the State, to confine his operations during the season to
those sections which extend from the Rockland County line on the
Hudson down along said river and New York Bay into Kill Von Kaull
as far as Enyard’s Dock, a short distance west of Constable’s Hook.
Edward H. Saunders, Esq., of Camden, was appointed to superintend
the surveys on the Delaware, and to confine himself for the present to
that tract which lies between Cooper’s Point and Kaighn’s Point in
front of Camden City. Walter S. Oliphant, Esq., of Mount Holly,
was appointed secretary of the commission.

It was not probable that any extensive alterations in the tide waters

~
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wonld be begun or projected for the present upon the residue of the
territory included in the act. We felt justified on that account in
postponing all inquiry as to such localities, until we could dispose of
the districts assigned to our surveyors as above stated.

The reports of Mr. Bacot, and of Mr. Saunders are hereto annexed,
marked respectively, appendix A, and appendix B. We wish to make
special reference to these reports as containing a_detailed description
of the exterior lines adopted by us, beyond which no obstructions -of
any kind should hereafter be permitted, and many valuable observa-
tions upon other matters pertinent to the present investigations. We
shall not repeat here the minute descriptions of lines, improvements
and designs farnished by those reports, and the maps accompanying
them, inasmuch as it would be needless repetition. The execution of
the surveys and maps has received our decided approbation, and we
take great pleasure in presenting them®to the legislature for their
inspection. The plan for exterior lines between Cooper’s point and
Kaighn’s point on the Delaware, is exhibited by a single map, showing
the position of the improvements at this time, the general line of origi-
nal high water, an approximation, to the line of low water, and such
goundings as are deemed necessary to elucidate the subject of fixing
exterior lines between the points designated.

This portion of the Delaware as navigable water is somewhat pecu-
Jiar. The set of the tide is decidedly along the Pennsylvania
side. An island stretches in front of the city of Camden at the dis-
of about rods from the present ferries.  From this island a #ar
extends northwardly, nearly as far as Cooper’s point. DBetween the
island and the Camden shore, there is a weak current during the ebb,
but a much stronger one during the flood. But both currents are of
far less velocity than in the main channel near the Philadelphia side.
It is evidently important that these currents should not be diminished
in strength and velocity between the island and the main land at
QCamden. This is essential to prevent the channel from rapidly filling
up with mud. Accretions are now going on near the Camden shore.
It is said that in some places a deposit of eight feet has been made
within a few years. 'While the Commissioners desired to avoid the
removal of any permanent structures already made in the river at
Cooper’s point near the bend of the river, behind which the most con-
siderable accretions were observed, and regarding the extension of the
piers at Kaighn’s point as sufficiently prominent, we adopted these
points as the extremities of our outer line. The effect of a further ex-
tension of structures of any kind at these extreme points would, we
think, be attended with a still further retardation of the movement of
the ebb tide, and also of the flood between the Camden shore and the
island and bar, and consequently the more rapid filling up of the
whole channel in slackened water would be expected. The exterior
line as fixed by us between the extreme points above named, conforms
to some extent to the fixed improvements and plan of the city, and
does not injuriously contract the channel between the shore and the
opposite island and bar. It is expected that this determination if ad-
hered to will cause an acceleration of the current through the channel.
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If this expectation should be realized, the benefit to the channel will
be of great value. The example furnished by the East River at New
York may be repeated to a limited degree here. While, however, in,
that case the acceleration of the current has for obvious reasons,
proved a detriment to navigation, in this, for réasons equally obvious,
the result would be an advantage, In the East river the current was
always strong and rapid; while here it is weak and sluggish. At all
-events wesee no probability of diminishing the power of the flow by
-extending the improvements to the line indicated on the map, provi-
ded the extremities are kept free from barriers against the entrance
and passage of both tides. An examination of Mr. Saunder’s map
will suggest the pertinency of these observations.

Nine maps accompany the report of Mr. Bacot ; all of them have
(reference to the district assigned to him for exploration and survey.
fT.Wf) of these maps (lettered A and B) are intended to furnish a general
view of the whole ground. The one reaches from the State line to
Uastlfa Point, Hoboken, a distance of about eighteen miles and'a half,
and is protracted by a scale of 1,300 feet to the inch. The other
extends from Castle Point to Enyard’s Dock in Kill Von Kull, a dis-
tance of over fourteen miles, and is made upon a scale of one thousand
feet to the inch. An interesting feature of these two maps, and
especially of the last mentioned, is that the diverging lines of travel
and transportation centreing at Jersey City and Hoboken, are shown,

tending to illustrate the present and prospective value of the tide

waters upon which they terminate, and suggesting the importance of

keeping in view the largest accommodations for shipping, and ware- /

houses at our shores. )

The other seven maps are sections of the former two, and are pro-
tracted by the scale of 400 ft. to the inch. These afford a more dis-
tinct view of the shore and the improvements and grants heretofore
made, and a correct location of the docks, wharves and piers on the
New York side of the river, as they exist at the present time.

Upon these maps will be found the precise positions of the exterior
lines adopted by us‘for improvements, the descriptions of which will
be found accurately noted in Mr. Bacot’s report.

Open piers may in most places be thrown out beyond the bulkhead
line. 'We have, therefore, adopted double lines—the inside one nearer
the shore as the limit for solid filling or bulkhead, and the outer one
for the heads or outer extremities of piers, to be construeted from the
bulkhead into the river upon piles, or in such other manner as will
allow a free flow of the water under them. The consent by the board
to this system of pier head lines as adopted by us, is based specially
upon the condition that the water currents should not be materially
interrupted in their natural direction outside of the line of solid filling.
But for this condition we would have been constrained to locate the
lines very much further back, especially at the more contracted parts
of the river.

It is intended to establish a number of permanent monuments as
‘marks from references to which the places of these exterior lines may
be correctly found. No time has as yet been had to make these refer-
ence marks,
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No serious difficulties or uncertainties have attended the determina-
~ tion of the exterior lines between Castle Point and the State line, a.
distance of eighteen miles and a half. Above Castle Point there is
but one cove or recess of any considerable extent, known as the Wee-
hawken cove. It contains about one hundred and twenty acres of
shallow flats. Throughout the remainder of the distance to the State
line the river has but slight indentations on either side. ¢ The aver-
age depth of the river is from thirty to tifty feet, the channel being on
the New York side, and the Jersey shore being bordered by a flat of
an average width of 400 yards, upon which there is at most eighteen
feet of water.”—Coast survey rep. 1857, page 368.

The deepest water is for the most part close in upon the Westches-
ter side. From an examination of the charts of the coast survey, we
found that the average depth reached by our exterior lines is a great
deal less than is found within a quaiter of the distance from the high-
water line on the Westchester shore, and that the displacement of
water by our bulkhead line is in considerable compared with the cubie
capacity of the whole river. The diminution would be scarcely ap-

S %ﬁeciable. The current has a general tendency towards the New
=

ork side, the deep channel being there, and the few feet assigned to:

o .\ our shore for access to a nseful depth of water will hardly have any

“

perceptible effect in disturbing the body of the current at any peint in
this extended range. Engineers tell us that * whatever changes the
direction and velocity of the current must change the regimen of the
harbor for good or for evil.” But it appears plainly that the direction
of the current cannot be affected along this front of eighteen miles
by our lines otherwise than to make it more equable near the shore,
which more than counterbalances the almost imperceptible degree of
acceleration that may be given to the velocity. No barriers being
placed any where in the strong flood of the river, the banks being
made even and more nearly parallel with the direction of the main
current, and the allowed improvements occupying so little of the
water space, it is to be expected that an equal bulk of water will con-
tinue to pass this portion of the river with each fide and ebb, with
that which now finds its way throughit. The line of solid filling may
‘be considered as altogether within the eightcen feet curve, and the
pier head line very rarely passes beyond that depth between Castle
Point and the Rockland boundary. 'While we are satisfied tg recom-

" mend these exterior lines for the sections between Castle Point and

the Stafe line as useful to that district and harmless to the river and
harbor below, we much regret that there has not been sufficient time
to complete the soundings which we intended should be actually made
upon our exterior lines. Constant reference has indeed been made

- to such charts of the coast survey as were accessible to us. Yet

we see that it would have enhanced the value of our maps could they
have shown the present soundings along and within the pier and

. bulkhead lines. Usually the coast survey charts (those at least which

we have seen) do not show very numerous soundings so close in to the
high water mark, especially on the New Jersey side. It is true that
they give general indications of the whole by the occasional figures

¢
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which are seen here and tkere very near the margin of the river on
the shoal side. But for the purposes of our survey we desired to obtain
several hundred more.particulars of this kind between the watqr’s
edge and the exterior lines. Proprietors of the shore who may wish
to improve and to obtain grants for that purpose would be much aided
by a reliable chart of frequent soundings opposite their lands, and
to the extent of grants desired by them; besides, the valuation of the
grant would in some measure depend upon a minute knowledge of the
same facts.

There would also have been an advantage in showing the depths of
the mud or moveable deposits at short intervals along the pier lines of
these sections. The stress of an inclement winter drove the sound-
ing party from the water, before any important progress had beem
made in their work along these sections. The same remark will apply
in part to other localities further down the river, and in the harber.

Several months more would be required to complete these, and
some other details included in our plans of exploration in the
river, the bay and the Kill Von Kull. The incompleteness of this
portion of the proposed examination is a defect which we wish could
have been avoided.

Sufficient data have been obtained however whereon to rest the eon-
clusion that the lines established by us throughout all the sections of
the survey afe not too far out. It is possible_that at certain points in the
bay, subsequent and more extended examinations of proper relations
may justify a wider range for reclaiming lands under water than has
been here allowed. In theriver, and the Kill Von Kull every imagin-
able want consistent with reason will be met by the plan as reported.

‘We therefore, respectfully recommend to the legislature, that these
lines as now fixed and determmbe adhered to, at
least until, by further explorations and examination, departures beyond
any parts of these lines shall be demonstrated to be entirely safe as
well as desirable.

It may be presumed that the prominent objects of the legislature
to pass the present law were in the first place the prevention of a
public injury from undue encroachments upon the more important
harbors and rivers of the State, and secondly, a purpose to adapt such
encroachments as could be tolerated, to the development of facilities
of commercial navigation to our shores.

The natural fitness of the New Jersey side of the harbor of New
York, and of the lower sections of the Hudson River, for the construction
of convenient accomodations for shipping, and the business of ware-
housing must have been observed by those enterprizing pioneers in
improvements on the westerly borders of these waters, who at the
commencement of the present century secured lands for the sites of
the cities now in the full tide of expansion and prosperity ; their
sagacity penetrated beyond the conception of a quiet, easy resting
place on these shores from the clamor and clangor associated with the
trade, commerce, and artizanship of the metropolis. Mere town plots
for villas and shady bowers are not the prominent ideas suggested by
the reading of such charters as those of the Jersey associates, and of the
land and improvement companies. The privileges so providently se-




10 COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT.

cured for erecting docks, wharves and piers in the tide water for the
wmprovement of said town sites, and the benefits of commerce imply a
great deal more good sense and intelligent fore-cast than the mere
reclamation of building lots and villa sites from the domain of the
waters to the destruction of commerce, and the ruin of the means of
2eal vmprovement. These companies would have sought their upland

-space inland, if more land was desired for further improvement. Noth-

ing seems more absurd to us than the supposition that the mere en-

ls}rgement of territory irrespective of the detriment tothe harbor and
river, and the uses to which they are adapted to all the citizens of this

State, was the object of the granting of such privileges as those.

But we do understand the counsels of those corporate proprietors
of upland adjoining the margin of the Hudson, when they speak of
the policy of making their land, so fortunately situated, available as
the depots and landing places of extensive commerce and navigation,
and so far as their extensions into the water are concerned, we conceive
that they are to be limited strictly to what directly pertains to that
end. We by no means admit that they have the »ight to extend to
the middle of the river, nor even to any injurious extent for the pur-

£ pose of making land. The solid land over which they acquired rights
{ by their acts of incorporation they had already from other sources. All
» that they acquired from the State was a liberal privilege of making
Z:« the navigable waters useful to those lands as the depots of public
/’ commerce ; the Imit to that privilege being a discretion restrained
; only by the rules of public law.
. Therefore the privileges granted by these charters needed not to
! have awakened jealousy in New York. The chartered privileges on
this side used and restricted according to the understanding of them
. above indicated, would not prove to be a detriment to that  city,” but
on the contrary a fortunate fact. Several years ago it had already
become apparent that a hundred per cent.” more of dock and wharf

room was required for the shipping of the port, than existed within a

convenient distance from the centre of business. It was urged by a

number of merchants of the city of Brooklyn in a paper submitted

to the New York Harbor Commissioners in 1856, that * The accomo-
dations for shipping in the harbor of New York are already becoming
insufficient for the business of the port, which is increasing in a ratio
beyond that of any previous period. It is now a common oceurrence
for vessels to lie for days and sometimes for weeks after their arrival
awaiting berths, and at last getting inferior accommodations from the
i crowded state of the wharves.
' “ This fact tends to render the port obnoxious to ship owners and
foreign merchants, and the expenses and delays of business thus occa-
sioned have no doubt their influence in diverting commerce to neigh-
boring ports.”

The testimony of a wharfinger of thirty-five years standing, who
was consulted by the same Commissioners, confirms the same view.
Upon being asked whether the wharf accommodations of the city of
}\‘T ew York, wers then equal to the demands of commerce, he replied :

They are not :—they ought to be increased a hundred fold.”

SE
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Much stress was laid by that board upon the extension of dock and
wharf-room required by the growing necessities of commerce. The
eminent engineers who were detailed by the consent of the President
of the United States to assist that Board of Commissioners as an advi-
sory counsel, consisting of Professor Bache, Commander Davis and
General Totten, gave special attention to the same subject. They
repeatedly urged most powerful reasons for liberal provisions for the
enlargement of dock room to meet the present wants of shipping,
and to induce the still more rapid extension of the commercial opera-
tions of the port. The examples of the magnificent erections of this
kind which within the present century have stimulated the commerce
of the great entrepots of trade in England, and on the continent, were
held forth to induce similar enterprises here, before the proper waters
shouldbe filled up and converted to other uses. Several hundred
acres of land formerly occupied by thousands of the inhabitantsofthe
city of London have been excavated along the nargins of the Thames
for the construction of docks at an expense of over fifty millions of
dollars. The “London Docks,” for example, occupy ground upon which
stood about thirteen hundred houses; and 8t. Katharine’s Docks,”
the products of the wants of business at a later period, are located
within one hundred rods from the custom house, upon the site of which
stood, we are told, twelve hundred and fifty houses (including St.
Katharine’s Hospital), inhabited by eleven thousand three hundred

ersons.

With such facts before us and the known tendeney of business from
all parts of the foreign world more and more to concentrate at the
port of New York, as the centre of exchange and distribation for the
American continent, we are led to the determ$nation that every im-
provement to be permitted or encouraged in the waters of this harbor
ought to be subservient to, and not in the way of the development of
our opportunities for the accommodation of shipping. This policy
will appear the more eligible if we look for a moment at the general
map marked B, of the superintendent. Upon the New Jersey side of
the harbor converge lines of travel and transportation by canal and
railroads, which reach not only the more important agricultural, man-
ufacturing and mineral districts of our own state, but penetrate and
conduct to our shores a large share of the immense products of territo-
ry extending more than a thousand miles westward. Consider the
ratio of the increase of these transportations from the interior to these
tide waters in past years, and that the developments of the resources
of the great west are confessedly only in their incipient stages, and it
will not appear chimerical to think of provisions for a very large in-
crease in the future. Nor need it be thought that these advantages
are to pertain exclusively to the emolument of New York. The ben-
efits may by a considerate policy be mutual to both States. The prop-
er use of our advantages by us will advance both ; our neglect or per-
version of these advantages will be a calamity to both.

The jealousy and antagonism that Liverpool formerly manifested, in
a spirit of contracted selfishness, towards the little fishing village on
the opposite side of the Mersey, when Birkenhead was about to adapt
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its capacities to the conveniences of the growing commerce of the

\ great western port, have happily been driven out before the necessi-
les of business. The greatness of Liverpool is now supported by the

le docks of Birl i ‘ 4

noble docks of Birkenhead. These are now doing most to promote
the extraordinary increase in the Population, commerce and wealth of
both places. Under the present circumstances the progress and at-
tragtl(_)ns of tlln)e (})lne are shared by the other. )

- 0 1t must be here. The city of New York has already ¢ ia-
ted of the deep waters of the H};dson to her own use nZa:Erprﬁ’pﬁgt
quite as much as the safety of the harbor and the authority of her

) state government will permit. Thege 9ppropriaﬁ,tions have unfortu-
' nately not been made so much for the construction of ship basins
, + -, Plers and quays, as for the acquisition of solid acres for more_privaté

' purposes. Owing to this perversion of herValiablo water front, New

nds herself lacking room foi her shipping within donvenient
G the t is not probab g -
| ingout of basins in the inhabited parts of t%at citl; ‘1;}111‘1113 bfahereigggé)d
-7 to as has to be done in the city of London, so long as ample room ex-
1slst§ on this side of her harbor for the shelter and accomodation of her
| \% ;g}l)g%éedaii ee.xample of Birkenhead and Liverpool must surely
\ e look forward then to that kind of impre
whole harbor front, which will tend most directll; );)engﬁgt 1?1}?(?1%g0‘(1)¥'
. shipping, and the location of warehouses, as improvements that will
.be the most conducive to the interests of New Jersey.

The more acquisition of solid land for building lots, irrespective of
dock and whart improvements we deem entirely too low a motive
to induce the legislatur® to grant an acre of the water room of this
harbor, with or without compensation. Lands thus acquired may in-
deed be to a certain extent, and incidently devoted to such uses, but
then only when the grant as a whole tends to extend the benefits of
the harbor to commercial navigation. Entertaining such views we

‘ proceeded to fix the limits for filling in and for making piers in front
- of the shore examined by us : as to the future construction of piers
Wwe recommend that they be at least two hundred feet apart at all
Places except at ferries where they may be erected nearer to each
other. And we would further state that at such places as by the
maps, are not provided with the pier head line, no piers are intended

to be allowed. It will be seen that this exception applies chiefly to a
portion of the bulkhead lines of the large basin south of South street

~ 7 in Jersey City. Aside from the provision for bulkheads and open

_ piers as referred to in this report, and in appendix A with the maps
~ accompanying that document, and the basins provided for, and de-
scribed in the same papers, we are not prepared at this time to de-

- seribe more particularly plans and modes of improvement. The piers,

- "and the water space between them will afford a very extensive addi-
- tion to the landing room of the harbor.
. We trust howewer that the general observations already made in
the preceding part of this report, and the well considered observa-

N tions in appendix A on this subject, will be a guide to any more spe-

=
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cial determinations that may hereafter be settled upon. Tt is to be pre-

* gumed that the interests of those who are, or may become private pro-
prietors of submerged lands will prompt them to adopt in several oppor-
tune localities, the suggestions made in reference to wet basins, and
ware-house and storage facilities upon the margins, and within the
walls of such basins. We see that there is convenient room at sever-
al points within the range of this survey for docks of at least equal
magnitude and accomodations with those of the Atlantic Docks at
Brooklyn. A part of what remains of Harsimus cove, as well as

ortions of Communipaw cove could be conveniently and profitably
adapted to this use. We find that the enterprize which is reclaiming
Weehawken cove, has already taken this direction.

In looking over the history of such basins in the city of London,
we discover that the importunities of commerce extended these im-
provements towards the centres of business; that no expense that was
necessary to secure this advantage was spared. The ¢ East India
Docks” were built in 1799, at the distance of about four miles from
the custom house. A few years later the ¢ West India Docks” were
1aid out about three miles from thesame point. The ¢ London Docks”
are found within one mile from the custom house, and the ‘St.
Katharine’s Docks,” commenced in 1824, are still nearer than the last.
The enormons cost of the more recent of these strictire§ which were
excavated out of the improved part of the city, is an indication of the
superiority of advantage to be attained by a more central and conve-
nient location for such basins. ’

Is there any reasonable proof that such a system of improvement is
practicable upon the shoals and flats about Jersey City and Hoboken ¢
We begleave to extract a passage upon thissubject from a paper ad-
dressed by Professor Bache, and his distinguished colleagues of the
advisory council, to the New York Harbor Commissioners in 1856.
“The obvious method of turning to account this now useless and un-
profitable ground (the Jersey flats) is by appropriating it to basins
and their accompanying buildings.” ¢ Here, for example, the ware-
housing system might be pursued opposite New York, as it is at the
Commercial Docks, opposite London, on the south side of the Thames,
and at Birkenhead, on the west shore of the Mersey, opposite Liver-
pool.” “The cartage from Jersey City to the lower part of New Yorkis
less, it seems, than from Canal street, and the repose of the ferry boat
saves a great deal in wear and tear of beast and vehicle.” In this

connection we refer to a number of interrogations and answers found
annexed to the reports of the New York Harbor Commissioners, of
1856 and 1857, which corroborated the well known facts, that the New
Jersey shore is an eligible site for the harborage of vessels, quite as
good as the North river side of New York in summer, and mauch
better in winter ; thatit is easier of access for vessels from sea, and that
vessels outward bound can sail thence with a wind from every quar-
ter, excapt the east; that being a windward shore, vessels may there
remain at their berths till ready for departure, and that by a peculi-
arity of the current, assisted by the prevailing winds, the ice in win-
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s ter sets on the opposite side, while our shore remains free from thig
Y obstacle.—Appendiz C. \

The exterior lines in Communipaw cove dre by us placed much
- further out than those which were suggested by Professor Bache and

¢ his associates in 1856. These distinguished and experienced engineers

'laid down a line commencing at the Morris Canal pier at South street,

thence running westward near to South street,\as far as Van Vorst
street, and thence more southwesterly to within a few rods from the
+ . village of Communipaw, and keeping near shore along the curve of
~ .+ three feet soundings to Constable’s Hook. But it appears by the re-
ports of the same engineers that their line was intended to be only
© temporary. They say: “we recommend for the present, to prevent
éncroachments, that a line of bulkheads be drawn around the eastern
shore of the Bergen neck, at the three feet curve, similar to that in
Gowanus bay.” '
Indeed no valuable purpose for the accommodation of commerce
v . could be effected without carrying the limits of construction very far
N out into the cove. The eighteen feet curve lies outside of Bedloe’s
and Ellis’s Island. These islands, by the treaty between the two
a/ States, belong to New York. Behind them and in front of the ex-
" terior lines designated by us are evidences of _a natural channel, now
. filled up with mud, while further west are frequent obstructions of
-+ boulders and rocky reefs. )

<~ Whether the currents will be sufficiently accelerated, by the con-

traction of water space between the line of the islands and the Rob-

ing’ Reef light-house, on the one side, and our bulkheads on the other,

to open or to assist in opening this natural channel, is, perhaps, un-

- certain. But we think that this channel may easily be deepened by

. artificial means so as to give access for large vessels to the proposed
‘| piers and docks, along the whole range fiom Jersey City to Consta-
ble’s Hook, a result, which if realized, will vastly enhance the attrac-

N tion of the harbor, and promote the substantial interests of our State

to an extent perhaps seldom conceived of by the most sanguine of
those who have studied her resources and labored to add to her re-
o nown.

pt Until the merits of this plan of improvement in that cove shall have

received better elucidation from experience and science, we would
have the legislature adhere to the exterior lines where we have placed
- them. It will never do, according to the received scientific opinions
of the present day, to extend the encroachments up to or even near to
the line of the islands and light-house. That would involve the dis-
placement of a water area approximating to four thousand acres of
the average depth of five feet, at low tide—an experiment that would
- hazard the destruction of the entire harbor. At any rate we should
'postpone such an invasion until it shall have been demonstrated to a
certainty, that so large a diminution of the influx and eflux of tidal

< Wwater would not operate directly to still further contract, and shoal
= {,the channels at the entrance and over the bars, between the Narrows
% Sand Sandy Huok. We know that changes have been going on there
) during the last seventy-five years, which are full of admonition to

o
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those who would interfere with the arrangements of nature in these
waters. We would counsel the ntmost caution and moderation in
such enterprises.

Nor will it be prudent to permit any part of this large cove to be
crossed with solid work, from the shore to the line of the islands, or
near to them. Even a narrow belt of obstructions thrown across this
space would very quickly produce the same result as the deliberate
reclamation of the whole cove. The forward movements of the cur- °
rents being, by such a contrivance, necessarily abated, eddies would
take place, from which would inevitably be deposited sediment with
such rapidity as soon to fill up the whole space.

While we would deplore any unnecessary restraint to improve-
ments as the result of our views, we conceive that a mistake in this
direction will be attended with less hazard, and be more easily and
readily 1emedied than one of the opposite nature would be. Land
once reclaimed and covered with buildings and other expensive busi-
ness in\ estments would hardly be again removed, until the evil effects
of their presence had become actually intolerable, and then only upon
the expenditures of vast sums of money.

We direct special attention to the large basin reserved by our plans,
gouth of the present improved part of Jersey City. For an accurate
description of that part of our designs, we refer again to the maps
and the reports explanatory of the same by the superintendent of the
survey. We adoptthat reservation of water space, with its piers, bulk-
heads and ciossings as laid down and deseribed in said maps and in said
reports, not des.ring to report the details thereof here. The cove, as will
be seen by the maps, here recedes abruptly to the west a great distance.
A large part of Jersey City, and aninteresting and rapidly growing dis-
trict of the adjoining municipality, now border upon the westerly and
northwesterly shore of this abrupt recess, and unless some reservation
of the kind here proposed is now secured by the firm anthority of the
State, which happily, as we understand it, yet controls this locality,
the southwesterly part of Jersey City, and an important portion of
the town of Bergen, now upon the confines of the bay, will, by the
urgency of private enterprise be shut off far away from the privilege
and advantage of public navigation. By the proposed basin a valua-
ble and extensive water front will be secured on the south of the city ;
its faciliics for commerce will be greatly enlarged ; one or more pub-
lic docks may be acquired to assisi the present and rapidly expanding
business of the city which, strange as it may seem, can lay claim at
this time to but a single public wharf of moderate dimensions. The
just anticipations of those who are now riparian owners along this part
of the shore, will not be unreasonably disappointed, and the interests
of the proprietors of corporate privileges in the vicinity liberally pro-
vided for. :

An examination of the position and surroundings of this proposed
reservation will readily suggest to any person all that we could desire
to say in its favor.

The increasing and already very extensive business of a canal co
pany and a railroad company, claiming a location upon deep water 1
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. vieinity would naturally tend to occupy the more wvaluable line of
zl;ﬁpv;:;gé?i,n%ront of the rezess, and as a consequence interpose also};c;
parrier of embankment on the south, and thereby hem in a Eala_ry arg
area of the water space of the harbor from access to the public. ¢ s

There is another consideration which shows the desn‘ablenesg 0 1_
reservation of public water : Mill creek, which sets up frongl. on}m\;
nipaw cove, near the head of the _proposed basin, is a p‘%h }c?l rwei3 -
The preservation of this creek in direct communication with the OPt
waters of the bay, may be of much value to the adjacent pici}zm {‘:
By dredging that stream it will be as usefully avalla.blei{ to tha ptc{l -
tion of Jersey City and the town of Bergen, as what is ; nown as
Chicago river is to the interior of that western metro;}o 1s].J - xterior

While the consideration of this reservation and of 0%1 1?1 ex erior
lines in this part of the bay was pending, we were obhged C10 L?f-(a nine
somewhat the claims of title which it was insisted preclude ik cl‘ls'nter-
mission from advising any measure or regulations Whlch,‘W(ah 11 tor,
fere with work there begun or contemplated by the Mor;}l% anfve a
Banking Company, and the Central Railroad Company o leW blabs i?;.
We found the former had cribbed in below South street & argde Dosiy
extending southwardly from their canal at South street towar s
Island, as far as the present corporate limits of J erseyl(hty, ﬁW} b
row openings or breaks left in the easterly and westerly awaf tbhe e
basin, affording ingress and egress to and from the waters ({ the come
behind said crib. We found at the same time the .Centrad Rairoad
Company engaged in constructing a roadway by piers 5\11 id em-
bankments from the Communipaw shore easterly to }tlaepl Woorti’o -
distance of over 5,000 feet, and cutting through the s%uther y nll rtion
of the Morris Canal’s basin above referred fo. oii coth gt hiee
claimed to have adjusted the difference between then(llsedvcz_s that had
formerly existed, and now urged that the powers an hu 1e>rkS Jhi
commission ought not to be exercised Prqudwwlly to ht e Works werz
had then in progress, or in contemplation, and .thatftheué zvc;e
located upon grounds vested in them by authority of t e1 Bi) S

Recognizing in_both these powerful corporations valuat ¢ aoces

sions to the wealth an]éll ex(literpé'ise othe:; a{: iri%);, ?i%% ng?c?;s pivan
the neighborhoods where they ‘
%%1?183(‘;3, this bo%rd were disposed to concede to each %f the:n Qgﬁﬁ
consideration which our duty, as Commissioners under this act,
ermit. ) .
cl%fzb%s, however, arose at an early stage 1n our pxg)cee%;g:dasbao.
the sufficiency of the title of the railroad company, 2 ozle % ":1+,+‘1;t
low low-water mark, and thﬁse qoﬁ?ts fl‘n?&l beéngtzexﬁ_ox{s’ ) :1"; ;; qu?e:
we would be unfaithful to the rights ol the s ) acquie
as her representatives, we should conclude the State aga ny
;Il]‘:t:e:ﬂaims shepmight have had in that place. We the;'refttﬁ‘?rdgsg:ai
that pending the proceedings of the commission, thet. {u‘l ;‘ rerpcon-
ions of the company could have been suspended unti mcde or con
mation of their right, below low-water, could be procxlllxes.t eare

11 of the opinion that the evidence is not clear 'that the Sta g ss’c lo

thoge lands has been extinguished, and deem 1t to be our duty
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to report, in order that a distinet grant may, if it should be necessary, ©
be made upon proper terms to secure both parties. N

. . I S
But if we concede to both these corporations, powers, titles, rights * - - |

and privileges in these waters, below South street, upon the basis on- ; ~
which they respestively claim to possess them, we yet hold that these<>-.
are, from their nature, subordinate to the public rights of navigation.™' - - -.
Such titles and privileges cannot, especially when they are not defined,
by metes and bounds by the sovereign authority, be allowed tosubvert .
or to any important extent interfere with those things which by the pub-~ .. -
lic law ought to be and are implied reservations. One of such implied -
reservations, perhaps the principal one, consists of the substantial and
more important features of a navigable river or public harbor con- =
sidered as a thing for the use of public navigation and commerce. -2
Every substantial feature of such river or harbor ought to be con- 7~
sidered inviolable.

Inasmuch as we conceive that it ig expected of us, that we are to
point out plans and provisions how such use may be conserved con-
sistently with proper liberties for private improvements and advan-
tages, we do nol hesitate to recommend that the interests of the State
will require that at least as much of a reservation for navigable uses
as this basin contemplates be maintained in this recess of the harbor,
and that the passage thereto be required to be opened where it is
artificially obstructed, unless it shall appear that the title of the State
has already been extinguished as claimed. J

Between thirteen and fourteen acres of basin room will be left [
within the bulkheads, as they now lie. This may be disposed of, if it -~
is desired, for the private uses for which it was designed ; consider-

ing its situation, such use as a still-water basin would be the most |
suitable. ~
While the act demands of us to furnish information as tosubmerged "

lands, “ the right to reclaim which has not been granted by the State,”. "
and “ the présent right of the State therein,” and “plans and provi- 7*
gions for the improvement, use,” &e., of said lands under water, and
enjoins upon us to “not interfere with any rights already granted,”
it cannot be possible that we were expected to settle disputed titles.

- That is the province of the judiciary, and we do not mean to be under- I .
: stood as undertaking the absurdity of usurping their functions. We &~ °

nform the legislature of the modes by which we think they may con- -
sistently and benelicially improve the public waters, and promote the -

- just, and as we conceive, the unencumbered interests of the State.

‘We have songht all information that came in our way, and have
gladly received all that was offered, pertinent to the merits and de- _
merits of this part of our work. What we now offer in respect to it '~
is advisory, and we say that we have seen no clear act of cession, '
grant or permission, whereby the extinguishment or diminution of the

right of the State has been brought about so as to prohibit the preser- - ™.
vation of this basin as public, and its improvement as provided for in -
the maps and report deseribing them. o=

Upon the general subject of right in lands under tide water, but . ™
little remains to be said at this day, in New Jersey. That question

2 < ~
) N
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ig fully settled. The State is the successor to the King of Great
Britain, in this title, and at the revolution became invested with it as
a sovereign, and as the representative or trustee of her people.

We have, however, the peculiar feature in the cases of the Delaware
and the Hudson, that the completeness of a single river essentially
depends upon and consists of portions of it resting upon the soil of

. ¢ two independent and coterminus States. Each of such States is en-
- c;’éi’ﬁtled to the completeness of the river. Each of them has some sort’
of right, we think, to the good faith of the other, against the mutila-
tion or disturbance of that completeness as a navigable highway for
both; add to this the common interest that all the States may have
in the maintenance of the same unit of completeness as a thing for

= i\ common use.

\Q_\ The result of this peculiarity is, that a State, though by prerogative
—_— and as proprietor for her people, invested with the title of submerged

< \ lands within her borders, finds it necessary as a matter of good faith,

to insert in, or emply by all her grants, to lands under the waters of
public rivers, particularly those between herself and an adjoining
State, the injunction or proviso, that the interests of navigation are
not to be injuriously interfered with.

We are to understand then that each of these States, New Jersey,

- New York and Pennsylvania, while justified as the true and legal
t owner of the soil under water within her boundaries, to grant and
¢ convey portions of such submerged lands to individuals, the uses to
‘~: which such lands are to be put are to berestrained by the same maxim
! which pertains to the use and enjoyment of other possessions and
/ privileges. Each is to use his own in such a manner as will not

( + wantonly or needlessly injure his neighbor.
* = TUnder such circumstances New Jersey stood the owner of these
lands overflowed by tide waters, and under such conditions she was
- free, consistently with good faith, to convey them from the high water
mark to her boundary. If there is any exception to this, it is found
in the case of such royal patents as in a few 1nstances may have been
-made to extend to the low water mark. Though the effect of such a
grant, made by the royal aunthority, has been a subject of controversy
so far as the shore or space between high and low water is concerned,
4, we do not know that this particular question needs to arise in this
investigation. There has been at least one such patent within the
scope of these maps, but we apprehend no controversy can now arise

concerning it.

We have had our atlention directed to an opinion that some indi-
viduals hold, that the proprietary right to lands under tide water
within the ancient towns of Bergen and Woodbridge, pertains to said

“ towns and not to the State ; that they hold them by charters as suec-
cessors in the proprietorship to the Duke of York, and those who held
under him; and that said towns became invested with said title
before the surrender by the proprietors to Queen Anne, in 1702 ; that
said lands not being included in the surrender, remain to the respec-
tive towns above named. We do not consider this position tenable,
nor do we find that it has ever been seriously entertained by
more than a few persons, though it still has advocates. We
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think the idea takes its rise from a mj nsi
pl%(ild.lin }ghesancient charters referlglgat[()}.)rehensmn of the terms em-
lle the State was, in strictness, the owner of thesa 1 i
water mark, we cannot but be struck with the remarkal?lzdi‘a?t htl!iﬁ
thefState throughout the whole period of her independent legiSIa’xtion
80 frequently by express terms, limited her grants of lands under
the public water, to the space in front of the uplands of the grantees
and that so seldom the full power was attempted to be exerted to
grant the submerged lands to a stranger to the opposite upland. The
extreme paucity of instances of the latter kind, and the aboundin
number of instances of the other description had almost driven thg
cogti t(l) abandon thfe strict common law doctrine. °
Ut the passage of the law commonly known as the « Wh ”
Qf March 18th, 1851, served, we think,);s a very decided iigfi.c:tci%n
of the policy which the State had determined to establish with refer-
ence to the relation of riparian owners to submerged lands. °
The Legislature finding that in innumerable instances by her own
sufferance, individuals had acquired title to reclaimed lands in con-
tact with their upland, and that the same thing was sure to occur in
countless rmore cases, gave a general license, in accordance with the
prevailing sentiment of the people, in its favor, to all persons to im-
prove in front of their lands to low water mark, and by express terms
gave the improvements when made to the improver’s own exclusive
use. And it has now become a settled rule that, “if the owner of
land bounded by the shore upon tide water make improvements upon
or reclaim the shore adjoining his lands, the part of #he shore so Ii)m.-
proved or reclaimed belongs to him.” And in the other branch of the
wharf act, we find that though license must be obtained under the
State auth.orlty. to improve beyond the low water line yet that license
must by direction of the Legislature be limited to the i arian
al(&gel,{ and ﬁanncilt be extended to another. P owner
aking then the effect of the judicial decision imitationg i
numerous special grants made a% remote periods,, 11;1}'1;;rht[f)utf‘§1501nsﬂllleE
ferms of the wharf act, and numerous grants subsequent thereto with
the same limitation, and the absence of express legislation to the con-
trary effect in more recent years, especially in reference to privat
grantees, and we think the conclusion a fair one. that the Stali):e ?‘ ;
fers the riparian owner to a stranger as a grantee, of lands in fronI; gt:
such riparian owner. The effect of the above circumstances is not
necessarily to debar the State from making her grants to others if slg
chooses so to do. Neither is it that the State s bound to conve 1:e
the riparian owner, whether she wishes to do so or not. But ity :
tainly shows that she will prefer the shore owner to any.r other c,%r-
this extent, we believe, we may safely g0 in determining the reiatioo
in which the shore owner stditds at the present time to the Stat n
res\%ect (tio submerged lands. . ae i
e advise that the present system with regard i
the land between high and low water marl?, be gglf?iisggrféag;zt Ift’
lawful for the owner of lands situate along or upon tide wa.telgto
build docks or wharves upon the shore in front of his lands and in
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i « to imbrove the same, and when so built upon to appro-

/ 33%&%& ;‘;?getfolltﬁg oOvaz use,” and further that no absolute gr?}?t‘*

be made of the State’s title in such shore unimproved, except to ng
owner of the adjacent upland in front of which the shore hesz a ¢

. that such erant, which the State is to have the option to make ggtpo )
’ ,‘\‘/shall if ma?le be without, compensation but under such other condition

< ey

as the interests of navigation shall seem to require in that instance.

PN And we also recommend that within the next succeeding five years

i ; ter mark shall be
ts of land under tide water below low wa
?r?aggaa) any other than to the riparian owner, in front of whose shore

i - i h grants do not extend

such lands below low water lie, and that suc ‘ : ‘

1t:faleond the exterior lines fixed as_the Timif for 1m Tovements; and
d suc

8 iti trictions in each
\,F that such grants be nupon such conditions and such res

 instance as the Legislature may choose to impose for the 1mprov§m§lrllg
Il of navigation and commerce; and that such grantee pay 1;11 Oth e
. treasury of the State as a considération for the grant, one- (aurt . of
the appraised marketable value of the lands, to be ascerta:med gt the
.~ time of such grant, the remaining three-fourths to be retaﬁne 1}171 tho
rantee as an inducement for making the improvement; t at so much
Sf the wharf act as relates to the granting of licenses for 1(Iflllpll;ovf nie
below low water be repealed ; and that provision be made yb aw for
making such grants, and appraising the compensation tot e &) !
. therefor. It should in all cases be optional with the State to convey
"or not as the circumstances and discietion may* dictate. Lt the chore
’ We are not prepared to take the lead in advising {1 18t . fe 8 -
* owner has now by law an absolutely vested right to this plede{)epc ]
indefeasable except by force of the power of eminent dominn and rmgf
- ing compensation for the defeasance. We find that tlﬁ) opltrzllons r(;t
"\ Jearned men differ on this point, andl ?ebprefler to leave the settleme
\ stion to the constitutional tribunals. )
Ofﬁlz?:h%‘;eare we now prepared, nor can we be prepared without a

) great deal more time and opportunity for examination, to decide two

; t relate to the making of future grants.
Ot}'ll(‘%}ﬁolgleat:gg tr};lz;lters are the following: first, what la.ndSQShall lzle
* deemed to be in front of each particular riparian owner? sfgcmll ;
i what value have these lands beyond low water as the subjects o S?l:(i
. As to the first, it is found that although what is sometl';ne:;[?.ci loc
- ) the Massachusetts rule explained in Deerfield vs. Anns 17, 119 A,
{1 which has found much favor in some states, appears to be. app 11ca ie-
to much of the territory Qontained in these nqaps,lyet there are loca
ities where partial deviations would be unavoidable. Cetors as
The equitable adjustment of those portions ami)n% prop Aors o
the shore is now owned, would require a great deal of care an fime,
and until the exterior lines shall be adopted, the appo}rtlondmenn dv‘v;nt
be premature; for that apportionment will be somew 1at depe
\ rior lines.
upﬂl i:hrflsagafég that equal areas could not be allotted to al% wglho O\Zn
* an equal base of sbore lme; because the relative locatlonfo ) e exte-
rior Lines constantly differs throughout the whole range of the survey.
™ This disparity is therefore unavoidable.

R
N

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 21

%4 In theJabsence of any special rule in our State whereby to make
such apportionment, we presume it will be proper for the Legislature
to designate what the allotments shall be.

The report of Mr. Bacot furnishes an illustration of one plan that
may easily determine this matter, and we respectfully refer to what
he says upon the subject. No opportunity has been had for fully
testing that plan throughout the entire survey; and yet it is evident
that if shore owners alone are hereafter to be grantees, the making of
the very first grant that may hereafter be applied for, will involve the
application of some fixed rule upon this subject.

The matter of valuation is still more minute in its details than the
former. Scarcely any two consecutive areas of an acre each are of the
same value as subjects of sale, and, constantly changing surroundings
-cause continual fluctuations of values.

In very many places within the range of these maps, these varia-
tions will be perpetually going on. We do not see how a fixed
-appraisal could now be arranged that would not work great injustice
in the future.

As was urged in the earlier part of this report, the greatest benefit
which the State is to derive from such improvements as alone should
be tolerated on any terms, is to arise from the commercial navigationt
and its incidents, which such improvements will surely stimulate on
our shores. Compared with these results, any mere pecuniary com-
pensation upon the sale -of these lands would be insignificant. Still
when private emolument is to be made from the acquisition of
these lands and the advantages and privileges connected with them,
it is not amiss that the State should receive a share of the benefit for
the use of all her citizens.

Inasmuch as applications for water grants may become more and
more frequent hereafter, it would perhaps be advisable that the State

-should constitute a board with discretion and power to investigate such
applications, to determine values and conditions, and to attend minutely
to all that may be necessary or desirable to be adjusted before the con-
summation of the transaction.

By the laws of New York there is a state board called the commis-
sioners of the land office, and consists of the Lieutenant Governor,
the Speaker of the Assembly, the Secretary of State, the Comptroller,
the Treasurer, the Attorney General and Surveyor General, to whom
all applications for grants of land under th&® navigable waters must
be made, and by whom, according to certain rules grants are to be

‘econsummated.

A suitable board of fewer persons for ascertaining and settling at
least all preliminaries for grants might be of much use here. We

Should the investigation of the subject referred to us by the pre-

.allude to the subject as one worthy of consideration.

‘gent act be pursued hereafter more in detail, and to completion, there

is no doubt that more definite information upon almost all these mat-
ters would be elicited.

‘We have appended abstracts of such grants and licenses for im-
provements as belong to the range of these surveys. Some of these




22 COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT.

grants have not as yet been improved, others are obsolete. These ab—
stracts in connection with the maps will furnish all the information on
this head that will be expected in a report so general as this.—Appen-
dix D and Appendix E.

There remains but one other topic to which we are prepared te
allude. We refer to the property of individuals invested in oyster
beds or plantations upon ground that may be reclaimed or disturbed
by dredging in making the improvements within the exterior lines.

The space within the bulkhead lines will be filled up and the bot-
tom outside dredged and deepened for channels and recesses between
piers. The oystermen have invested their money upon these lands-
for the purposes of a legitimate business, and by the sufferance of
the State.

It should be obligatory upon all who by their improvements either
destroy this property or require its removal, to make full compensa-
tion for the damage sustained by such destruetion or removal, and
provision should be made to ascertain such damage by fair and im-
partial arbitration or appraisement, or by such other mode as the legis-
1 lature shall deem best, and suitable measures should be enacted to
\ enforce the payment of such damages.

ﬁ ‘We have now laid before you such suggestions and facts as could REPORT
be made by us at this time, relative to the very extensive subject com-
prehended in the terms of the act. The work is far from being com-
| plete, and as has already been stated, could not have been completed
! inhdetail at ’shiéa time. ~We trust, however, that far short 1als it ig of
| what may be desired or even expected, enough has been exhibited to « 3
il show the importance of the whol% subj’ect, angd especially to admonish R. C. BACOT? SUPERINTENDENT OF SURVEY.
“‘ us that grants in the public waters should not be made without a com-
“\ prehensive understanding of their effects upon the interest of commer-
g \ cial navigation.
I

oF

All of which is respecfully submitted.

7. R. WORTENDYKE,

F. S. LATHROP, &
JOHN L. N. STRATTON,
JNO. LINN,

JAMES T. CROWELL,

* JAMES B. DAYTON. N
February 1st, 1865.




‘ APPENDIX “A.”

To the Honorable the Board of Commissioners appointed to ascertain
the rights of the State, and of riparian owners, to the lands lying
under the waters of the Hudson” river and the bay of New York,
and the lands adjacent thereto ;

GrxrLEMEN—The undersigned, charged with the duty of superintend-
ing the surveys and examinations of that part of the state of NewJersey,
lymng upon the Hudson river and bay of New York, and of recom-
mending exterior lines beyond which no encroachments should be
permitted, would respectfully submit the following report of the pro-
gress of the survey, and a description of the exterior lines which are
recommended for your adoption.

It being apparent that the work contemplated in the act preseribing
the duties of your honorable body, could not be fully accomplished
before the present session of the legislature, that portion of the
shore front deemed most important, by reason of its liability to speedy
improvement, was selected for investigation.

Two surveying parties commenced operations about the middle of
July last. To the first, under the direction of Mr. Thomas Hughes,
was entrusted the examination of the shores and lands lying under
water in front thereof, from the northerly boundary line of the state,

- on the Hudson 1iver, to Castle point, near the city of Hoboken—a

distance of eighteen and one half miles.

The second party, under Messrs. F. J. Mallory and William W.
Miller, city surveyors of Jersey city, continued the line of survey,
from Castle point southerly to Enyard’s wharf, on the Kill Von Kull
river—a distance of fourteen miles.

The work accomplished thus far by these gentlemen,who continued
their examinations as long as the season would permit, is divided into
sections of convenient size, as exhibited on the accompanying maps,
showing the peculiarities of the formation of the shores, and such
paggiculars as were deemed essential to a full elucidation of the
subject.

These sectional maps are drawn on a scale of four hundred feet per
inch, and numbered from one to seven inclusive.

Two general maps are also furnished, marked “A” and “B,” con-
taining all the data and particulars of those first mentioned, on a
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reduced scale, for the purpose of giving a comprehensive view of the
entire shore front which has been surveyed. _

On map “B” is also included a correct delineation of the territory
embraced within an area of ten miles west of the haibor of New
York, consisting of portions of the counties of Hundson, Essex and
Union, showing the routes of tbe various lines of railroads, canals and
other public improvements, traversmg this section of the state, and
having their termini upon our shores.” This map gives a just concep-
tion of the vast commercial interests already located upon these
shores, and exhibits the necessity of making early and ample provi-
sion for its future accommodation and development.

Upon the sectional maps are shown the positions of the bulkheads,
piers and other structures on the water front existing at the present
time, with their dimensions; also the original shore lines, as far as
could be determined from authentic data, together with the reputed
ownership of water fronts, and the grants which have been made by
the state, or by boards of freeholders, under the wharf act of 1851.

The lines recommended and drawn on the maps, as exterior lines
for solid filling and for piers, will be taken up and described in the
order of the sections, as laid down thereon.

Seorron No. 1.—From the northerly boundary line of the state to
Closter’s landing. )

This section has a shore frontage of three and five-eighth miles upon
the Hudson river, the average width of the river being one mile.

The precipitous walls of the Palisades extend along its entire
length, leaving Little or no breadth of shore at the base, and conse-
quently form a barrier to any communication with the interior. This,
together with its remoteness from the centre of business, present
obstacles such as will preclude any probability ot its early or practi-
cable improvement.

As a guide, however, for extensions which may be made from the
easterly shores of the river, the exterior line for solid filling is drawn
at an average distance of four hundred feet from the natural shore,
and the pierhead line is extended five hundred feet easterly of, and
parallel with the line of solid filling.

Srcrrons Nos. 2, 8 and 4.—From Closter’s landing to Bull’s ferry.

Similar remarks, as observed of the preceding, will apply to the
probable remote improvement of the shores of these sections—the

steep walls of the Palisades continning as far as Fort Lee, with high
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section. The shore front embraced by these sections is eleven miles;
and the average width of the river is one mile.

Secrion No. 5.—From Bull’s ferry to Castle point, at Hoboken.

The shores of the southerly portion of this section already exhibit
evidences of commercial activity.

The uniformity of the carrents in this locality, together with the
protection afforded from the prevailing winds of winter, offer great
facilities for the establishment of wet basins, warehouses, shipyards
and improvements of a like character., The shore of the river here
makes the first important deflection from its general course, the
greatest indentation being twenty-two hundred feet, forming what is
known as the Weehawken cove. "Immediately south of this cove, the
rocky bluff’ known as Castle point, projects into the river, narrowing
the stream to a width of three thousand feet.

The line of solid filling recommended for this section commences at
Bull’s ferry on the north, six hundred and seventy feet easterly from
the shore, and continues in a straight line to the shore at Brower’s
%oint ; thence to the northeasterly corner of the basin of the Hudson

iver Coal Company ; thence, in a curved line, to the end of the pier
of the Venango Oil Company, and from thence curves to a point thirty
feet easterly of the stone wall at QOastle point.

The pierhead line commences five hundred feet easterly of the line
of solid filling at Bull’s ferry, and continues parallel with the line of
solid filling, to a point five hundred feet easterly of the northeasterly
corner of the basin of the Hudson River Coal Company ; thence, in
a curved line, to a point two hundred feet easterly of the line of solid
filling at Castle point.

It is recommended that in the construction of all piers which may
be extended into the Hudson river, within these limits, beyond the
line of solid filling, no erib work of stone and timber shall be per-
mitted ; but that the piers shall be built on piles, for the purpose of
allowing the unobstructed passage of the water beneath them.

The width of the river between the shores of New Jersey and
New York, upon this section, is as follows: at Bull’s ferry four thou-
sand six hundred feet, at Weehawken ferry four thousand nine hundred
and fifty feet, at Day’s point four thousand six hundred feet, and at
Castle point three thousand feet.

The niver front of the above five sectional maps is shown by the
general map marked “A,” on a scale of one thousand three hundred

I \1 bluffs extending south of this point, to Weehawken cove.
i g point,

and twenly feet per inch.
At a point about three thousand feet northerly of Fort Lee, and at

). The general shoalness of the water on this side of the river makes.

T T
'

Pleasant Valley landing, south of the same, which are respectively
opposite Fort Washington and Manhattanville,on the New Yok side,
occur two important contractions in the width of the river. At the
point opposite Fort Washington, the river is three thousand five
bundred feet in width, and opposite Pleasant Valley landing, four
thousand two hundred and fifty {ecet.

At these points the line for solid filling is drawn near the natural
shore. With these exceptions, the lines indicated for solid filling, and
for the extension of pieis, are the same as recommended for the first

V7 it advisable that the exterior lines for solid filling and for piers shonld

be cariied out to a much greater extent than is necessary on the New
York side, where, from the direction of the currents, deep water is
found near the shore. Care, however, has been observed, in deter-
mining the location of these lines, to preserve, as much as possible,
-the capacity and general direction of the stream.

The surveys of the shores embraced within these five sections hav-
ing occupied the greater part of the season during which such work
could be conducted, no opportunity was allowed for obtaining the
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soundings necessary to their completion. From the best information,
however, that could be obtained in regard fo them, and with data
furnished by the coast survey charts, it is believed that the positions
indicated by these lines will afford sufficient depth of water for com-
mercial purposes. They are “consequently recommended for your
“adoption until time is permitted for their verification by actual mea-
\Surement of such soundings. ) .
4 Where the lines are described on the maps, opposite points where
‘|«no designated monuments exist, it will be necessary to determine them
hereafter, should they be adopted, by permanent landmarks.
" Sgorrox No. 6.—From Castle point, near Hoboken, to the southeast-
‘erly corner of the bulkhead of the Central Railroad Company, of
New dJersey. )

This section embraces the river front of the cities of Hoboken and
Jersey city, and is in length four miles, .

Immed:ately below Castle point, the river commences to increase
in width, and so continues until, at the Pavonia ferry, it becomes ﬁv;e
thousand two hundred feet wide; at the Central Railroad Company’s
ferry it is five thousand feet wide.

South of the city of Hoboken, Harsimus cove, the second deep
indentation of the shore as it formerly existed, has been in a great
measure obliterated, in the filling up of the flats, by the Long Dock
and Erie Railway companies, and by individuals.

A bulkhead of stone and timber has been extended along the easterly
line of Hudson street, from Pavonia avenue to the city of Hoboken,
and the intervening space, west of the same, is now being rapidly
reclaimed and converted into building sites for railroad depots, ware-
houses and commercial purposes.

South of Pavonia avenue, as far as South Seventh street, the cove
still preserves its original boundaries, with one or two unimportant
reclamations of land under water on its western margin. .

The narrow projection of land, formerly known as North point, on
the southern side of the cove, with the contiguous lands under water,
has, within the last five or six years, been filled up by enclosing the
space south of the centre of South Seventh street, and west of Hudson
street, with a bulkhead, and reclaiming the lands, principally with the
mud dredged from the bed of the river.

The shore front east of Hudson street, between Wayne street and
the Morris canal basin, has been extended to an average distance of
about three hundred and twenty-five feet, into the river. ]

The only remaining reclamation of lands under water, to be noticed,
is that commenced by the Central Railroad Company of New Jersey,
on the southerly side of Jersey city, within the last two years, and
which is now progressing on either side of the route of the road, as
shown on the map.

The centre line of the road is about one thousand four hundred and
fourteen feet southerly of and parallel with South street, Jersey city.
The inclosure made since the year 1862 by the Morris Canal Com-
pany, by bulkheads forming a basin containing about thirty-three acres,
lies south of South street, Jersey city, between Hudson street and a

P
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point seventy-five feet easterly of Washington street. It is understood
that the southerly portion of this basin is now occupied by the Cen-
tral Railroad Company of New Jersey, in pursuance of an agree-
ment between these companies.

The line of solid filling recommended for this section commences
thirty feet easterly of the stone wall at Castle point, and curving
meets the straight line drawn to the head of the pier at the foot of
Second street, in the city of Hoboken ; thence to the intersection of
the northerly line of North Fifth street, in J ersey city, produced
three hundred and fifty feet easterly of the bulkhead at Hudson street
(as said street is laid down on the map of Pavonia, eighteen hundred
and four) ; thence it continues, in a straight line, to a point four
hundred feet easterly of Hudson street (as said street is laid down on
map of the associates of the Jersey Company), in the southerly line
of South street produced.

The easterly side of the bulkhead of the Central Railroad Company
of New Jersey is indicated as the line of solid filling in front of their
improvements, being three hundred feet easterly of and parallel with
the line of HMudson street.

The pierhead line commences two hundred feet easterly of the line
of solid filling at Castle point, and curving, meets the straight line
drawn to a point four hundred feet easterly of the end of the pier at
Second street, Hoboken ; thence to a point five hundred and seventy-
five feet essterly of the line of solid filling at North Fifth street,
Jersey city; thence continues, in a straight line, to a point four
hundred and five feet easterly of the line of solid filling at South
street produced.

Opposite the bulkhead of the Central Railroad Company of New
Jersey, the pierhead line is extended four hundred feet easterly of,
and parallel with the line of solid filling.

On the south side of Jersey city, the extension of the Central rail-
road into the bay will, unless provision shall be made for a tidewater
basin in the intermediate space, entirely cut off riparian owners, west
of the westerly bulkhead of the Morris Canal Company, from access
to tide water, and will also deprive the inhabitants of J. ersey city, of
the commercial advantages naturally to be expected from the owner-
ship or possession of said right.

To aveid an evil which must prove so detrimental to public and
private 11ghts, a plan of basins for shipping and warehousing purposes
1s presented, which wi'l, it is believed, obviate this difficulty and
prove, should this pli in your jndgment seem feasible and consistent
with the righs or oiners—highly advantageous both to the shore-
owuers and to the public generally.

The plan proposes the formation of two wet basins on the southerly
side of Jersey citv, and north of the line of solid filling, marked out
for the Central Railroad Company’s improvements. The smaller
basin will be formed, on its easterly and westerly sides, by the bulk-
heads put down by the Morris Canal Company, and now existing
between points sixty feet east of Hudson and seventy-five feet east of
Washington streets; and dn its northerly and southerly sides, by the
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goutherly line of South street, and a bulkhead to be put down three
hundred feet northerly of and parallel with the line of solid filling
shown for the improvements to be made by said company. It will
be necessary that portions of the easterly and westerly bulkheads
should be removed for the purpose of securing a passage way (intended
to be three hundred feet in width) for vessels to the larger basin on
the west. This basin will contain a water space of about thirteen acres.

The larger basin will be bounded, on its northeasterly side, by the line
of solid ﬁ%ling drawn three hundred feet southerly of and parallel with
the northerly line of South street; on its westerly side by the same
line drawn one hundred feet easterly of and parallel with Varick
street ; on its southerly side by the line of solid filling marked for the
improvements of the Central Railroad Company of New Jersey ;
and on its easterly side by the westerly bulkhead of the smaller
basin, with the passage way of three hundred feet in width, as above
described. This basin will contain a water space of about fifty-three
acres.

Piers projectingvthree hundred feet into this'basin are shown at the
terminations of Washington, Van Vorst, Warren, Henderson and
Grove streets, Jersey city, which are designed to be connected at
Washington, Van Vorst and Grove streets, by means of bridges
(having draws of fifty feet in width) with the lands to be formed on
the southerly side, adjoining the*Central Railroad of New Jersey.

The waters of Mill creek will flow into the basin at its westerly
termination.

Seorrox No. 7.—From the bulkhead of the Central Railroad Com-
. pany of New Jersey to Enyard’s dock, on the river Kill Von Kull.

This section includes the great bay, on the southerly side of Jersey
city, known as Communipaw cove, divided into two parts by the
projecting headland of Cavan point. The length of the northerly
portion of the cove, between the improvements of the Central Rail-
road Company and Cavan point, is two miles measured along the
shore lines, and its greatest indentation six thousand eight hundred
feet from Bedloe’s Island. The shore line of the southerly portion,
between Cavan and Constable points, is five and one-eighth miles in
length—its greatest indentation twelve thousand five hundred feet
west of Robbin’s reef light.

The depth of water upon the flats at mean bigh tide is shown, by
the soundings, to be of a uniform average of nine feet, no percepfible
increase of deposit appearing to have taken place upon them since
similar examinations were made by the Coast Survey department,
and shown upon their charts. From borings which have been made
upon these flats, between Cavan point and Jersey city, the depth of
mud is found to vary from eighteen to twenty-five feet, to the hard
bottom ; and nothing appears to exist in the material composing these
flats, that would likely offer any serious obstacle to the formation
of a navigable channel on the westerly sides of Ellis’, Bedloe’s and
Oyster islands. '

The increasing demands made, within a few years past, by the

{
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great lines of railroads, canals and other public and private enter-
prises, for enlarged accommodations and facilities at their termini on
the western shores of the harbor, have attracted public attention to
the improvement of these coves and the submerged lands in front of
them. With the advantages universally conceded to the shores of
New Jersey, in affording safe and convenient anchorages for vessels
at all seasons of the year, with an almost entire freedom from ice
during the winter, enabling shipping to arrive and depart without~
delay or difficulty, no doubt exists that these coves will ere long be
improved and made available for the purposes of commerce, and that
basins, piers and warehouses, to accommodate the great traffic which
must inevitably centre upon them, will be constructed.

Any plan of improvement which may be devised to accomplish this
object, must also keep in view an important consideration—namely
to preserve the harbor from encroachments, so extensive in theil"
character as to impair the main channels and currents of the bay
and consequently, its usefulness for the general requirements of
commerce.

Between the two states, enjoying in common the unrivaled advan-
tages afforded by the position and capacity of the harbor of New
York, no difference of interest can be anticipated; therefore, the
waters which wash the respective shores should be jealoasly guajrded
from encroachments which, if unwisely permitted by either, must
prove a common calamity. ’

_The State of New York, about the year 1856, impressed with these
views, instituted a commission te investigate this subject, which
resulted in the establishment of exterior lines for solid filling, and for
the extension of piers in front of the shores of that state. The elabo-
rate report of this commission upon the subject, predicated upon the
advice of an advisory counsel, composed of officers of the Coast Sur-
vey and of the most eminent engineers of the country, has furnished
data and scientific observations of great value to those charged with

, a similar duty by the authorities of this state.

/. One of the many important conclusions resudting from their exami-

-

nation of the subject, the correctness of which cannot be controverted
has special reference to these extensive coves which indent the western
sides of the harbor—namely, that they form the great tidal reservoirs
which serve to furnish and keep up the volume of water, essential to
the preservation of the currents and channels of the harbor, and that
shonld these receptacles of the tides be materially diminisl,ied, disas-
trous consequences to the general usefulness and safsty of the harbor
must ensue.

The question then arises, how far can these coves be filled up and
made available for the purposes of settlement and commerce, without
incurring a liability to this danger ? ’

The proposition advocating the extension of an exterior line to the
deep water of the channel, east of Ellis’ and Bedloe’s islands, and
reclaiming the immense area of flats lying between this line and the
present shores of the coves, would—even if practicable or probable of
accomplishment—most certainly so disturb the present channels and
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currents of the bay, and lessen the volume of tidal water, as to involve,
the serious consequences predicted of such a proceeding. )

The plan recommended and shown on the section—wherein the
exterior line for solid filling is extended about midway between the
present shores and the line of islands, and a navigable channel pro-
prosed between these shores thus extended and the islands—seems to
meet both of these requirements, in furnishing ample space for busi-
nesg purposes, without abstracting materially the volume of water
now flowing over this space. By the filling up of the flats to thig
solid line, and thus confining the flow of the water, in its passage
to and from the sea, to straight and easy curved lines, it is not un-
reasonable to believe that the soft alluvial soil composing the material
of these flats will yield to the increased action of the tides and cur
rents, and that thereby a navigable channel, of from eighteen to
twenty feet in depth at mean high water, will be formed.

This result might be materially hastened should dredging be resorted
to, and since the mud ean be used with advantage 1n reclaiming the
portion to be filled up, the cost of this dredging would be greatly
diminished, and both operations might be carried out simultaneously.
In this way the volume of water abstracted from the reclaimed space
will be restored by the deepened part forming the channel, and no
distuibing influences be created in the adjacent parts of the harbor.
The piers to be extended out in front of the line of solid filling should
be constructed so as to allow the free passage of the water beneath
them. )

An examination of the map must convince a casual observer, that
by the obliteration of the headlands of Cavan point and other minor
projections, of the cove, by filling, and the substitution of the proposed
easy curves and regular lines indicated for solid filling, the tides, in
their daily low to and from the sea into and through such an opening,
must naturally produce the effect of removing this mud from the
Dbottom, and form a channel, as described. ]

Should, however, the actual operation of this plan prove contrary
to our anticipations, it 4s evident that no injurious effect will be pro-
duced upon any interest, by the limitation of the exterior line to its

resent position. ) .

P With Fhese views, the lines shown as exterior lines for solid filling
and for piers, on this section, are recommended for your consideration,
and may be described as follows:

The line for solid filling commences at the southeasterly corner of
tLe bulkhiead of the Ceniral Railroad Company of New Jersey, and
from thence runs westerly and parallel with the centre line of said
railroad, twenty-four hundred feet (2400); thence southerly, in a
straight line, to a point twenty-five hundred feet (2500) distant (m a
course south forty-one (41) degrees and thirty (30) minutes east), from
the most easterly extremity of Cavan point; thence curving to the
right, with a radius of thirteen hundred and thirty feet (1330); a dis-

tance of thirteen hundred feet (1300); thence on a tangent sixteen
hundred and twenty (1620) feet; thence curving to the right, with a
{ radius of nineteen hundred and seventy (1970) feet, a distance of
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nineteen hundred and fifty (1950) feet; thence on a tangent, for a
distance of sixty-five hundred and sixty (6560) feet; thence curving
to the left, with a radius of twenty-six hundred and ninety (2690) feet,
a distance of thirty-two hundred and fifty (3250) feet; thence on a.
tangent, a distance of twenty-six hundred and forty (2640) feet;
thence curving to the right, with a radins of six hundred and thirty
(630) feet, a distance of mine hundred and forty (940) feet, to a point
two hundred and thirty (230) feet northeasterly of the pier of the
Hazard Powder Company, at Constable’s point; thence on a tangent
a distance of two hundred and thirty (230) feet, to a point twenty (20)
feet northerly of the head of said pier.

The exterior line for piers commences at a point four hundred (400)
feet easterly of and at right angles with the bulkhead of the Central
railroad ; thence curving to the righr, with a radins of five hundred
(500) feet, a distance of seven hundred and ninety (790) feet; thence
on a tangent, sixteen hundred and thirty (1630) feet ; thence curving
to the left, with a radius of six hundred and twenty-five (625) feet, a
distance of six hundred and seventy (670) feet; thence in a straight
line parallel with the line of solid filling, and five hundred (500) feet
easterly thereof, a distance of seventy-nine hundred and sixty (7960)
feet; thence curving to the left, with a radius of eighteen hundred
and thirty (1830) feet, a distance of seventeen hundred and eighty
(1780) feet ; thence on a tangent, and parallel with the line of solid
filling, sixteen hundred and twenty (162C) feet; thence curving to the
left,with a radius of fourteen hundred and seventy(1470) feet, a distance
of fourteen hundred (1400) feet; thence parallel with the line of solid
filling, sixty-five hundred and eighty (6580) feet; thence curving to
the left, with a radius of twenty-one hundred and ninety (2190) feet,
a distance of twenty-six hundred and ninety (2690) feet; thence par-
allel with the line of solid filling, twenty-threc hundred (2300) feet ;
thence 1n a gradual curve, nineteen hundred and forty (1940) feet to

a point two hundred and five (205) feet, southeasterly of the line '

of solid filling, at the pier of the Hazard Powder Company, at Con- /
stable’s point.

XILL VON KULL RIVER.

The surveys of this channel, between the waters of Newark bay
and the bay of New York, have extended to the distance of about
two miles west of Constable’s point. ¥rom Constable’s point to the
dock ot the Salphur works, 1ts width between the opposite shores is
two thousand feet; west of the last mentioned point, it widens to
two thousand five hundred feet, occasioned by the divergence of the
northerly shore, and forming what is known as Northeast harbor.

Deep water is found at an average distance of about one hundred
and fifty feet from the general line of the shore, except in front of
that portion lying opposite the above mentioned cove, where the
distance between the line of twenty feet water and the shores of this
cove, at the mouth of Platty Kill creek, i3 nine hundred and fifty
feet.
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This channel forms one of the principal avenues of inland transpor
tation and travel to the south and west, and being the outlet for the
extensive shipping interests-of several cities and towns in the state,
the avoidance of any encroachments calculated to lessen its general
width, or the direction of its currents, becomes an important con-
sideration.

The exterior line recommended for solid filling, between Consta-
ble’s Point and the dock of the Sulphur works, is drawn at an average
distance of two hundred feet from the shore. Opposite the northeast
harbor, as far west as the line of lands of the Delaware and Raritan
Canal Company, it is drawn at an average distance of four hundred
feet from the shores of the cove. For the remaining distance, at an
average distance of one hundred feet from the same, gradually drawn
in to the natural ghore at a point two hundred feet easterly of En-

ard’s wharf.

The exterior line recommended for piers, between Constable’s
Point and the dock of the Sulphur works, extends two hundred feet
southerly of the line of solid filling. Along the front of the north-
east harbor it is drawn at an average distance of three hundred feet
from the line of solid filling, gradually drawn in to the end of the

ier known as Enyard’s whart.

The position of these lines will leave the average width of this part
of the channel unimpaired and free from all encroachments calculated
to disturb its channels or currents.

Under a license granted by the Board of Freeholders of the county
of Hudson, in July, 1863, the Delaware and Raritan Canal Company
was authorized to build certain docks and piers, in front of their
lands, lying upon the Kill Von Kull river. The contemplated posi-
tion and extent of this improvement is shown on the map by the dot-
ted lines drawn opposite the lands of this company.

Great injury must certainly ensue to the adjacent shores, and fo
the currents of the channel, should these piers be projected for so
great a distance into the stream, and no necessity appears to exist for
this unusual extension, deep water being found quite near the shore
at this locality.

It is recommended, therefore, that these erections, when con-
structed, be confined to the limits indicated by the exterior lines
shown on the map.

Tt will be necessary that the lines described in the foregoing sec-
tions, if adopted, should be determined by permanent monuments
(where existing landmarks are not referred {o), Lo be placed at such
points as will afford convenient reference.

The several points established by the triangulations should also be
permanently designated.

Suggestions having been requested from me as to the directions in
which improvements should be made, by riparian owners, from the
points where their boundary lines reach the shore to the exterior line

of solid filling, which (if the plan herein devised is adopted) will be- *

come the water front, I would respectfully say : Whereas, it is ob-
vious that the directions for these lines, along such parts of the shore
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as run_parallel, or nearly so, with the channel, are at right angles
therewith, the establishment of such a rule becomes alone?mportant
in cases where projections or indentations of the shores occur, form-
ing coves or bays, rendering it necessary that an apportio,ninent
should be made of such lands, within and in front of the newly
established line, as will give to each shore owner an equitable share
“thereof.

The questions arising upon this complex matter have been agitated
for many years among the people of the different States, and the
gpmlons which I entertain will therefore be offered with g’reat diffi-
dence.

I think the equitable rule, in such cases would be, where there are
no infportant projections in the cove or hollow shore, to draw a line
defining the exterior line of solid filling along the front of such in-
-dentations, and permit the riparian owners to reclaim the submerged
lands, on lines convergirg to such exterior line, in proportion to the
number of feet held by them respectively on the original shore.

Should projections oceur, or re-entrant coves exist, as last stated, I
would suggest the drawing of an addiional line, running from the
most prominent points of such projections, along and corresponding
with the general line of the inner shore. To this line, thus drawn
improvements might be made by lines converging from the shore,
according to the dimensions of the original shore front of each owner,
and thence extended in the manner designated where no projections’,
exist.

This method of division is mentioned in the case of Deerfield vs.
Pliny Arms, 17 Pickering, p. 41, and although requiring modifica-
tion, according to the peculiar circumstances of each case, seems cal-

<ulated, in its general application, to avert any injustice to proprietors
of coterminous shores.

An illustration of the general rule, as well as of its modification, is
presented upon sectional map No. 7, showing the directions which
would be given to the lines of shore owners in the cove existing be-
tween Cavan and Constable’s Point, and the width which they would
respectively acquire by this plan of apportionment, on the newl
formed water front. ’ d

Sufficient opportunity, however, has not been afforded for the
proper consideration of this, and other equally important subjects, to
which our attention hzs been directed, and it would be hazardous to
indicate definitely the positions of these lines, aad the consequent ap-
portivnment of the lands under water, without further investigation
and reflection. °

The following is an estimate of the number of acres of submerged
lands, lying belween the present shores and the exterior line for solid
filling, as shown upon the maps:

' ) Acres.
Section No. 1—State Line to Closler’s Landing.............. 170
‘ ¢« 2—OCloster’s Landing to Bloomer’s............... 220
« “ 3—Bloomer’s to Fort Lee ...............oo0.... 86

« “ 4—Fort Lee to Bull’s Ferry........, i 160
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Acres..
Section No. 5—Bull’s. Ferry to Castle Point.................. 258
« ¢« g—Qastle Point to bulkhead of C. R. R. Co...... 374
«  « 7_C.R.R. to Enyard’s wharf, on K. V. Kull.... 1810
Total.eoevvinrnnnen... 3078

GENERAL REMARKS.

.. The subject under consideration opens so vast a field for inquiry
and mature reflection, that to some the views which have been ad-
vanced, as to the extent and future development of commercial in-
terests upon. these shores, may scem speculative and premature.
Should such an opinion be entertained, its fallacy might be made ap-
parent by the experience. and course of action attendant thereon, of
the principal commercial cities of the woild. B

It may be confidently affirmed, that there is no commercial port of

importance in Europe which 1s not to-day seeking room for expansion.
And it is well known that in the commercial emporiums of England
smprovements of the most substantial and magnificent propertions
have given way to the constantly increasing demands of commerce.

In London and Liverpool—neither of which cities are comparable,
so far as regards natural advantages, with the shoies of the county of
Hudson, fronting upon the bay of New York—extensive portions of’
thickly populated districts have been purchased and converted into
basins, docks and warehouses, in order that suitable accommodations
and facilities might be secured for mercantile interests.

The expense incuried in the purchase of such lands, and their ap-
purtenances, is almost incredible, and should seive to awaken our
people to a full realization of their future wants, and to the wisdom
of devoting a large portion of the lands lymng upon and in front of
our shores to these objects.

I have specifically referred to the method which I think should be
adopted for the improvement of the southeily shore front of Jersey
City. This appeared important, inasmuch as the necessities for pub-
lic wharves and commercial conveniences have already elicited the
serious attention of the business men of our city. It is a fact, strange
as true, that with a municipality numbering thirty-five thousand in-
habitants, and evidently designed for a flourishing seaport, there should
exist no more than one public wharf for the accommodation of the
business operations of the community.

Is it surprising that under such circumstances the channels of com-
mercial prosperity should have flowed, almost entirely into the me-
tropolis of the Union, on the east side of the Hudson River?

It is owing to the lethargy manifested upon this subject by the pub-
lic, and which, if continuned, will result in the entire absorption, by
individual enterprise, of all the avenues which should legitimately be
placed under the supervisory directions ot the municipal authorities.

No suggestions have been made as to the mode which should be
adopted for the improvemeunt of the shores lying within the exteiior

ol
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o the adoption of these lines by the Legislature, would be premature ;
:a.nd it may be questioned whether the arrangement and determina-
tion of such plans should not be left to individual enterprise, and to
the constantly changing necessities 6T GOMMEras. g

I woul'd suggest, however, the advantages to be derived from a
mode of improvement, essential to a well-devised management of the
subject under consideration. I allude to the formation on such shores |
ofa VYell-ngggted system of wet basins, with their warehousing and
shipping facilities.  The extensive flats which still exist in Weehaw-
ken, Harsimus and Communipaw coves, can probably be more speedi- |
ly reclaimed and rendered more valuable by this species of improve-
ment than by any other—and in this way, an extensive water front,
which is the great desideratum sought in Jersey City, Hoboken, and |
their adjacent shores will be secured. ’

By way of illustration, I would refer to the proposed wet basins re- 5 ‘
commended to be formed on the southerly front of Jersey City, where
we find, th‘at instead of a water front of about one thousand feet in
length, which would be produced by continuing the line of Hudson
street southerly to the bulkhead of the Central Railroad Company,
by the construction of these basins we obtain nearly two miles of such
frontage, answering practically the wants and conveniences of a mer-
cantile community.

To secure these important advantages at a reasonable cost, we can-
not be too prompt in carrying into practical operation this mode of
improvement; and the present period should not be permitted to pass,
as mdmatxops exist that unless this extended water front is secured,
the same difficulties which have compelled the purchase of improved
parts of other cities will arise, to cause a retrospect of our want of pru-
dence and foresight.

The shores of Hudson County have already become the termini of
the most important railroads and canals in the eountry ; and as may
be seen by an inspection of the appropriate map of this section, are
destined to be the recepticle for the products of the West and South,
and will become by judicious management not alone the depository
for their treasures, but the port of their transhipment to the harbors
of the world.

The commercial facilities of the city of New York are no doubt great
and well established, and it may be thought impossible that any great
amount of trade can be diverted from its accustomed channels, but it
must be recollected, that the portion of that city best calculated for
mercantile enterprise, is now occupied to its fullest extent, so that the
merchants of that city have already directed their attention to the
xéeltghbormg cities for more suitable and enlarged commercial accomo- !

ation.

With these views, I have ventured to attract your attention, by the /
above general remarks, to the commercial advantages nationally be-
longing to our position on the bay of New York, and have endeavour-
ed to forshadow the prosperity which must flow upon us, from well
directed efforts in the improvement of our shores,

«dines, by shore owners, inasmuch as such recommendations, previous (
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fact that this investigation is novel to the people of this States
an‘g%iez(;’censive and elaborate character of such an undertaf]\nng,
combine in satisfactorily showing that the time limited for the perform-
ance of its duties has been inadequate to a full exposition of the pralcd:
tical detail ; T think, hiswever, that a more extended examination }wlvo‘u.
serve to establish the truth and practicability of the views herein , o
iy i ledge, th ofessional APPEN DIX B.

Before closing this report, I would acknowledge, e PlrE ]

assistance and services rendered by D. E. Culver Esq., Civi ngmﬁgﬁ‘
of Jersey City, as consulting engineer, and also the energy hand. asﬂl1 :
displayed by the surveyors Messrs. Mallory, Miller and Hughes, in the: r —_—
prosecution of the surveys, and the preparation of the accompanying

maps, all of which is respectfully submitted. < To the Hon. Jomes B. Dayton, Jokn L. N. Stratton et al., Commys-

i stoners, dee.
O Bﬁom} S | Guyreewey : In accordance with your request, as made by Mr. Day-
! C. Eng’r and Superintendent of Survey.

ton, I herewith submit to you for consideration a plan of the river
front of the city of Camden, from Cooper’s Point to Kaighn’s Point
(inclusive), showing the position of the most extended improvements
at this time, as relating to fixed lines and objects on the land, —the
general line of original high water,—an approximation to the line of
low water—and such soundings of the river Delaware as I think
necessary to elucidate the subject of fixing an exterior wharf line be-
tween the points above named.
As an exterior line beyond which wharves or piers shall not here-
A after be projected, I recommend the following described line, to wit:
Beginning at a point in the river Delaware, in the extended north line
of Main street at Cooper’s Point, and seven hundred feet westward
from the northwest corner of Main and Water streets (in the city of
Camden), thence, southward, along the said river, parallel with Front
street, in the city of Camden, to a point in the boundary line between
lands of A. Browning and others, and lands of “the Camden and
Philadelphia Steamboat F erry Company,” thence, still southward,
along said river, in one straight line, to a point opposite, and one hun-
dred and twenty-five feet distant, westward, from the southwest cor-
ner of the pier lately erected by I W. and L. T, Starr, thence, still
N southward, in one straight line to the southwest corner of the wharf
upon_which the main building of “the National Iron Armor and
Ship Building Compan y” stands, at Kaighn’s Point, and there ending.
N All of which is respectfully submitted,

EDW’D H. SAUNDERS,

Jersey City, Jan. 25, 1865.

Camden, N. J., 27th Jan’y 1865.
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In May 1856, Albert Woodruff, a merchant and wharf owner of
Brooklyn, was asked “what do you suppose to be the average num-
ber of vessels waiting at this port (New York) for berths ?”

Ans. “Of the larger class, not including sloops and small craft, at
least 300.”

Abraham Turnure, & harbor master of the port of New York, tes-
tifies as follows, June 9, 1856. \

@- “Do you regard the Jersey shore as an eligible site for the har- ‘
borage of vessels ¢”

A. “I do.”

€. “Is it as good a harbor as the New York shore of the North
River?”

A. “Quite as good, and in winter better, as it is a weather shore.”

Q- “ Are there any greater objections to sending a vessel to load or
( discharge at Jersey City, than to a pier on the New York side of the

North River#’

A. “None, except the expense of ferriage, and the time lost in
crossing the river.” )

- “Then if the expense of ferriage were no greater than the in-
creased expense of cartage fiom Hammond streef to the lower parts
of the city, the advantages incident to both would be about the same #”?

; A. “They would.”

L @. “To accommodate the increasing commerce of the port, vessels

p must then go to the upper parts of the city, to Brooklyn, or to the
shores of New Jersey ¢” ‘

b A. “They must.”

Q. “Is the Jersey shore a better site for the accommodation of ves-
sels than Brooklyn¥”

A. “TIt is, except that the conveniences of crossing and re-crossing
to New York are at present greater than between New York and
Jersey City.”

John Maguire, a Sandy Hook pilot, testifies May 14, 1856.

. “Is the Jersey shore an eligible site for commerce ?”’

“T answer unhesitatingly, it is.”

. “Is it as good as the shores of New York or Brooklyn #”
. “It is as good as New York and better than Brooklyn.”
“Tn what respects is it better than the Brooklyn shore?”

D

QhOh
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A. “It is on the weather, while Brooklyn is on a lee shore; the
currents of the North River run with more regularity and with less
velocity than the East river; the ice sets from the Jersey shore while
it sets on to the Brooklyn shore. In every respect, I think the Jersey
shore is better for the accommodation of commerce than Brooklyn.” |

¢). “ Are the advantages counter-balanced by any disadvantages ¥’ |

A. “None that I know of, except the trifling expense of transpor- ;
tation, and between Brooklyn and Jersey City, this item of expense . 1

must be about the same.” L APPENDIX ¢ D.”

—— s

—_—

a4

To the Honorable Jacob R. Wortendyke, Francis S. Lathrop, James
B. Dayton, Jolm L. N. Stratton, Jumes T. Crowell, and John ‘
Linn, Commissioners. 1

- .

Strs,—You have asked me to make an abstract of all the grants
made by the Legislature of the State of New Jersey, of lands under
water in the bay of New York, and along the Hudson River from
the New York State line to a point little east of the southern end of 5
Bergen Point. I have made such examination, and have arranged.
the same under three classes: I

1. Grants in terms of lands under water. !

. + |k 2. The incorporation of companies with rights in the bay. ‘

< 3. Licenses taken out by riparian owners to build wharves and i
piers, from the Chosen Freeholders of Hudson County. |
The first legislative grant, which has come to my knowledge, is that |
I

\

|

to Nathaniel Budd, passed November 22d, 1802. Laws of 1802,
' 154,

The act appoints commissioners-to lay out a road to Budd’s Ferry, 1l
situate or the west side of the Hudson River, directly opposite to the ;
city of New York. I

2d Section. After reciting that it shall be lawful for Budd to main- ]
tain a ferry, enacts, “ that it shall and may be lawful to and for the
< said Nathaniel Budd, his heirs and assigns, to erect ferry houses,
stables and other buildings, at or near the said dock and ferry stairs,
on two acres of the land so as aforesaid, in controversy, lying on each
side of the road so as aforesaid, directed to be laid out by the said
commissioners.

An act to incorporate “7The Associates of the Jersey Company.”
Passed Nov. 10th, 1804, Taws of 1804, 367.

The preamble recites: That Richard Varick, Jacob Radcliff, and
Anthony Dey, have become the proprietors, by purchase from Corne-
lius Van Vorst; of all that certain tract or paicel of land and meadow,
situate, Iying and being in the township of Bergen, county of Bergen,
and State of New Jersey, commonly called Powle’s Hook ;' bounded
. on the east by Hudson’s River; on the north by said river, or the bay i

commonly called Harsimus Bay; on the south by said river, or the '
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bay commonly called Communipaw Bay ; and on the west by a line
drawn from a stake, standing on the west side of the small sreek
on the south-west side of the said tract, (from which stake the flag-
staff on Ellis’s Island bears south, one degree twenty minutes east;
and from which the chimney of the house of Stephen Vreeland, on
Kaywan, bears south, fifty-six degrees ten minutes west; and from
which the steeple of the Bergen church bears north fifty degrees,
twenty-five minutes west), north twenty-six degrees, thirty minutes
east, to Harsimus Bay aforesaid; together with the right of tferry
from the said tract or parcel of land, across Hudson’s River and else-
where ; and the right and title of the said Cornelius Van Vorst, under
the water of the Hudson River and the bays aforesaid, opposite the
said premases, as for as the right of the said Cornelius Van Vorst
ewtends.”’
1 Sec. Authorizes them to hold the said ¢tract and premises here-
inbefore described, with the privileges and appurtenances afo1esaid.”
By the 8d Section they have the privilege * of erecting or building
any docks, wharves, and piers, opposite to and adjoining the said
premises in Hudson’s River and the bays thereof, as far as they may
deem nccessary for the improvement of said premises, or for the ben-
efit of commerce, and to appropriate the same to their own use.”
A grant to Aaron Ogden 1 1837, Pamphlet laws of 1837—64.
Preamble recites that Aaron Ogden had acquired by deeds, all that
tract of land under water, situate in New York Bay, opposite to the
meadow of Stephen Vreeland, in the township of Bergen, in the
county of Bergen, and state of New Jersey aforesaid, beginning
at the distance of twenty chains in a course south forty degrees
fifteen minutes east, fiom the shore, and at the end of the two
following courses and distances from the highestrock on Black
Tom’s reef, to wit: one, north forty-five degrees thirty minutes
east, one cham; two, north forty degrees fifteen minutes west,
{ourteen chains seventy links, from which rock Daniel Crane’s house
at Jersey City bears north, foity-five degrees thirty minutes east; and
from said beginning Michael Vreeland’s barn bears north, forty de-
- grees fifteen minutes west; thence from said beginning, at the end of
the said fourteen chains seventy links, running, one south thiity-
nine degrees and forty-five minutes west, ten chains; thence, two,
south forty degrees and fifteen minutes east, ten chains and thirty
links ; thence, three, north thirty-nine degrees forty-five minutes east,
ten chains; thence, four, north forty degrees fifteen minutes west, ten
chains thirty links, to the place of beginning, containing ten acres
strict measure.
1st Section of act recites,—¢ That the right of the state of New
Jersey of, in, and to the lot of land covered with water in the bay of
New York as above specified and described, be, and the same is hereby
released to the said Aaron Ogden, his heirs and assigns, forever, with
all privileges and appurtenances thereunto appertaining and belonging.
The State reserving the right of sovereignty over the same.

Grant to Nathaniel Budd. Passed November 8th 1836. Acts of
1836—37, page 13.
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Section 1, Grants “all the right and title of the state of New J er-
gey to a certain tract of land situate along the beach on ‘the west side
of the North River or Hudson’s River, and running into the_ same,
between Powles Hook and Hoboken, in the county of Bergen, in the
state of New Jersey, containing fifty-three acres an-d ﬁtty-hundreqths
of an acre, which was conveved to the said Nathaniel Budd by Elisha
Boudinot by deed dated January 2d, 1804, as afgresmd, be_, and the
same hereby are granted and conveyed to the said N a,tl.)m}le! Budad,
his heirs and assigns forever ; reserving the right of jurisdiction and
govereignty.

By act of Felruary 21st, 1833 (P. Laws, 92), the Hoboken Land
and Improvement Company were authorized, with very large and ex-
tensive powers,

Section 1. To hold, acqnire and convey one thousand acres of land ;

Section 2. To improve such lands, laying out the portion situate
north of Fourth street, into streets, &ec.; making thereon all such
wharves, work-shops, factories, &c., as may be deemed necessary, or-
namental or convenient; to fill up, occupy, and possess, and enjoy, alt
land, covered with water fronting and adjoining the lands that may
be owned by them, and construct thereon wharves, harbors, piers, and
slips, and all other structures requisite or proper for commercial and
shipping purposes, and when they shall have purchased the ferry-right
from the owners thereof, to enjoy the same, and purchase and build
steamboats ; not, however, to fill up in front of a riparian owner, with-
out his consent in writing.—Act limited to ninety nine years from
date, and repealable. )

The act of February 24th, 1838, (P. Laws, 157,) to incorporate the
Bergen Land and Improvement Company, on the memorial of Samuel
Swartwout, the owner of three hundred and fifty acres of land at Ho-
boken, authorizes the subscription of capital to two millions of dol-
lais —B

Sectiozl 5. Among other things, the company is authorized to pur-
chase, fill up, and occapy all land covered with water fronting and
adjoining the premises that may be owned by them, and construct
thereon wharves, piers and slips, and all other structures requisite or
proper for commercial and shipping purposes, may purchase terry-
right, &c.; provided it shall not be lawful to fill up any land covered
with waler, nor construct any wharf immediately iu front of land of
any other person owning down to_the water, without his consent, &e.

By act of March 13th, 1837, (2. Laws, p. 443), of similar powers,

a capucious, safe, and convenient harbor opposite the city of New
York, was to be constructed in front of lands' then or thenceafter ac-
quited by the Corporators, at Payonia or Harsimus, between Hoboken
and Jersey City, with power to hold by purchase one thousand acres
of land, under and above water, reclaim land, build bulk-heads, locks,
piers, wharves and docks, and occupy all land covered with water
withim the aforesaid limi's ; nevertheless not to construct whart, dock,
or pier, between high and low water mark, without consent in writing
of the owner ; the act to become null unless within one year $1,000,000
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be subscribed, and operations begun in five years, and $500,000 be ex*
pended within ten years.

By supplement of February 24th, 18388, the time extended to three
years for such subscription : .

- Section VII, Contains, as tolocation of branch railroads a saving of
the rights of Hoboken ; the act is limited to ninety-nine years, and
the legislature may alter, amend, or modify it.

A grant was made beginning at the northeast termination of the
water line at Fort Lee, near Bull’s Ferry, by act of March 9th, 1844,
to Robert Annett, a riparian owner, he having erected two wharves in
front of his land, extending a little below low water mark, it was made
lawful for him to mantain the same as fully as if an act of the Legis-
lature had first authorized the building of said wharves, and he was
fl'%_rther authorized to extend the same one hundred feet in Hudson

iver.

0! By act of Febuary 28,1848 P.Laws 75, commissioners were ap-
pointed to ascertain the boundary of lands of Stephen Vreeland in
the county of Hudson.

‘Wheras, Stephen Vreeland by his petition has represented to the
Legislature of this State,that he is the owner in fee of certain lands in
the county of Hudson, adjoining lands claimed by the State of New
Jersey, and that owing to the continued encroachments of the wa-
ters of New York on the shore, his ancient landmarks have been des-
troyed and he has great difficulty in designating the metes and bounds
of his said lands, thereby causing great inconvenience and difficulty,
therefore, by Sec. 1, commissioners were appointed to ascertain the
metes and bounds of the shid lands.

Section 3. Report of commissioners to be filed in the Clerk’s Office of
Hudson county.

The said commissioners have made such survey,and filed the same in
the clerk’s office of Hudson county, and Stephen Vreelandhas accept-
ed the same. I have annexed the metes and bounds as on file in the
clerk’s office.

All that land lying between the present high water marks and a line
begining at a point one chain and fifty links distant from stone monu-
ment marked and run upon said map as monument No 1,in a course
of south sixty-two degrees west, which said monument is erected
in the most southerly line of a six acre lot lately owned by the said
Stephen Vreeland and by him eonvayed to the George Bommer New
York Manure Compaay, distant from the most eusterly corner of said
lot two chains and ten links in a course of south sixty-two degrees
west, thence 1: running southerly to a point distant eight chains and
sixty-six links in a course of south twelve degrees and fifty minu‘es
east from said monument No 1; thence 2 south thirty-nine east two
chains; thence 3 north eighty-seven degrees and eleven minutes
east two chains and sixty-five links; thence 4 south seventy-four de-
grees east, threc chains and twelve links; thence 5 north seventy-
eight degrees and forty-five minutes east, three chains and seventy-

seven links ; thence 6 north forty-seven degreesand twenty-one min-
utes east, two chains and four links; thence 7 north sixteen degrees
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and two minutes east, five chaing and ten links ; thence 8 north thir-
ty nine degrees west, two chains to a point distant nine chains and
sixty-six links in a course of south fifty-five degrees and thirty-five
minutes east, from a stake, marked and known on said map as monu-
ment No 2; thence 9 the same course fourteen chains and ninety links
to a point distant two chains in a course of south thirty-nine degrees,
east from a stake marked and known on said map as monument No 3;
thence 10 north forty-two degrees and ten minutes east, seventeen
chains and eighty-two links ; thence 11 north thirty-one degrees and
fifty minutes east, three chains and seventy four links to a point dis-
tant two chains a course of south forty degrees and twenty minutes,
east from the centre of a flat rock marked and known on said map as
monument No 4 ; thence 12 north sixty degrees and thirty minutes
east, twenty-two chains and ten links; thence 18 north one degree and
ten minutes west, to the mouth of Communipaw Creek as said metes
and bounds, courses and distances are more particularly laid down,
marked and designated on the said map heretofore referred to, which
we have drawn thereof, and do herewith, in accordance with the re-
quirements and provisions of the aforesaid act, return and have signed
together with this our report and as a part of this our said report, with
the aforesaid metes and bounds, courses and distances and most re-
markable places and the aforesaid monuments laid down, marked and
designated.

In witness whereof we, the said Cornelius S. Van Wagoner, Wil-
liam F. Day and Richard R. Paulison, Commissioners aforésaid, have
hereto subscribed our respective names this eighteenth day of July in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine.

C. 8. VAN WAGONER,
WM. F. DAY,
R. R. PAULISON.

Act of February 22d, 1849, P. Laws 85, granting to SamurL D.
Ineeam and Marreew C. JENKINS power to erect and build all
such docks, wharves and piers, and other appliances, in front of the
land now owned by them, situate at Bergen Point, and between
Bergen Point and Constable Point, in the county of Hudson, for
purpose of coal depot, and repair of vessels, and to extend the same
below low water line in the said Kill Von Kull, as far as may be
necessary for said purposes; and to reclaim and improve the lands
under water, in front of the lands owned as aforesaid, so fur as may
be necessary for the purpose aforesaid, and to hold and enjoy the
same, to them, their heirs and assigns, forever; and to lay vessels along
said docks, wharves and piers, and to charge dockage or wharfage
therefor ; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall be
80 construed as to impair the legal rights of any person or corporation
whatever, or the common rights of the citizens of this State, or to
authorize said Samuel D. Ingham and Matthew C. Jenkins to build
upon or reclaim the lands covered with water lying in front of the
lands of any other person or persons owning down to the said Kill
Von Kull; and provided also, that nothing herein contained shall be
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go construed as to authorize them so to improve or reclaim: the lands.

in front of their own shore as to interrupt or interfere with the navi-
gation of the said Kill Von Kull; and provided farther, that nothing
in this act shall be construed to confer any rights of ferry upon the
owner or owners of said wharf.

By Act entitled “ Adn Act to Incorporate the Pavonia Ferry Com-
pany in the County of Hudson,” passed February 28th, 1849.

Section 5. Gives the company “power to establish and conduct &
ferry across the Hudson River, between Pavonia, in the township of
Van Vorst, and county of Hudson, and the city and county of New
York, from such point or place in Pavonia aforesaid, to such place or
places in the city of New York as they may deem best for the public
accommodation and the interest of said company ; and for that pur-
pose they may purchase or lease any real estate as may be’ necessary
for the use of said ferry, and erect and construct all such wharves,
piers, slips, buildings, and other appendages as may be necessary to
carry into effect the purpose of this act, and hire, purchase, or build
steamboats, vessels; or other ferry boats, of snch descriptions and di-
mensions as they may think proper, and it shall be the duty of said
company to keep a steamboat or boats running across said river
throughout the year for the accommodation of the public, except when
the navigation thereof is impracticable or dangerous ; provided, that
the said company, in making their docks, wharves, piers, or other im-
provements, shall not occupy, in the waters of the Hudson river, or
Harsimnus cove, any greater space in width than they shall be the
owners of land on the shore, or have lawful title, by lease or other-
wise, to occupy ; and provided jfuriher, that if the said company, in
locating their wharves, piers or docks, shall pass over or acioss the
tract of land claimed under Nathaviel Budd, deceased, they shall con-
struct the pier or avenue from the upland to the bulkhead, or ferry
landing, in a direct and continuous lins with some one ot the streets laid
down on the map of Harsimus, Pavonia and Hoboken, made by
Douglass & Bacot, and of the same width with such street, until the
same passes the easterly line of said tract ; and that, after passing such
easterly line, it shall be lawful for said company to occupy, in breadth
or widsh of the land covered with water, four hundred and eighty
feet, and uo more ; and that so much of said pier, whaif, or avenue ag
passes over the tract of land atoresaid, shall be taken and deeied to
be a public bighway, and liable to be regulated, worked and used as
such ; and provided al+o, thai nothing in this act shall in any wise
interfere with or impair any legal rights or privileges, if any, hereto-
fore granted by the State of New Jersey.”

By an act entitled “ An Act to Incorporate The Weekawken Ferry.
Company,” passed March 25, 1852.

Section 1. The corporators therein named are thereby  created a
body corporate and politic,” by the name of * The Weehawken Ferry
Company” for thé purpose of establishing a ferry between some suit-
able point or points in New York, and a point north ot Deas’ Point,
in the county of Hudsun, with power to build boats, wharves, piers,
bulkheads, and all other improvements necessary to carry out the ob-

S b

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 49

jects of this Corporation,” and “also to lease, purchase, and hold,
such real and personal estate as may be necessary for the purposes of
said Corporation, and sell, lease, aillot, and parcel the same or any
part thereof, in such manner as the gaid Corporation may determine,
together with all the powers, and privileges and subject to such re-
strictions, limitations and conditions, ag are specified in theact enti-
tled “ An Act concerning Corporations, approved April 14, 1846.”

Section 3. “ That it may be lawfnl for said Corporation to establish
a ferry irom a point north of Deas’ Point, in the county of Hudson,
to the ity of New York; to construet piers, wharves, bulkheads, or
such other improvements as may be made thereon by the said Corpo-
ration, and keep up and maintain the same upon the land now cov-
ered by the water in front of the lands of said Company ; provided,
the same shall not obstruct the navigation of the Hudson River; and
to erect ferry houses and other buildings.”

Section 8. Owners of vessels not to use dock without consent of
Cowpany.

Section 9. “That this act shall continve in force thirty years, and
that unless said Company, within five years from the passage of this
act, shall have established a ferry, and have the same in operation,
this act shall be void.”

A supplement to the above was passed March 20, 1857.

A further supplement to the above was passed February 3, 1860,
and b

Sec'iyion 2. It was enacted “ That it shall and may be lawful for the
said Company to purchase and hold such lands adjoining or near the
said ferry as they may deem necessary, and to pay for the same in the
shares of the capital stock, or in the bonds of said company, and may
receive, hold, and execute all instraments and conveyances necessary
for the purchase, sale, allotment, division, lease, mortgage, or other
disposition of such property by subscription or otherwise, as said com-
pany may deem nost advantageous, anything to the contrary not-
withstanding; and shall have the right to improve any land held by
them, by laying out into lots, streets, roads, squares, cemeteries or
other divisions, and to level, grade or tunnel the same; and may build
any structuves which they may deem necessary for the suid ferry,
comumerciual, shipping or other purposes, and shall have the right to
collect. receive, demand, and sue for all wharfage, dockage and cra-
nage which they may levy upun any wharf, dock, pier, slip, or bulk-
konc creeted or owned by the sald company.”

,Section 3. “ That all things in said Aect, and in the supplement there-
to, approved March 20th, 1857, inconsistent with this supplement, are
hereby rejcaled, and this act shall continue in force thirty years;
provided, such company shall only hold lands and carry on their ope-
rations 1n the countles of Hudson and Bergen, and shall not hold more
than one thousand acres at any one time.”

By an act entitled “ An act to incorporate Zhe Jersey Shore
Improvement Company.” Passed March 3, 1854.

The preamble sets forth : ** Whereas, it is represented that Marshall
O. Roberts, Charles A. Heckscher, Moses Taylor, and others, their

4 .
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agsociates, now own certain tracts of land, and land covered with
water, and are about purchasing o.ther tracts, sjtuate in the county of
Hudson, which they intend to fill in and reclaim from the water, and
to divide into suitable building and other lots, and to sell and dispose
of the same, for the benefit of the association, with the object of
erecting a town with docks, wharves, bulkheads, ferry-slips and ferry-
houses, and also of improving the said land; and whereas, it is
necessary for the success of the undertaking,of the said associates,
that they should be able to convey the said premises, from time to
time, to such persons as may be desirous to purchase, notwithstanding
death or other cause, affecting the individuals owning, or who may
own the said land ; and in order o give greater efficiency and concen-
tration to their efforts for the improvement of said land.” Therefore,

Section 1. Enacted, that the corporators therein named, and their
successors, ‘“shall be, and they are hereby incorporated and made a
body politic and corporate, in fact and in law, by the name ol ¢ The
Jersey Shore Improvement Company.’”

Section 6. ‘“ That as soon as the said Company shall be organized,
it shall be authorized to receive conveyances for the lands now owned
as aforesaid, and which it is intended to purchase, and to hold and
execute all instruments and conveyances necessary in the purchase
and sale of such property ; and the said company are hereby autho-
rized to purchase and hold any lands adjoining or near the above
mentioned tracts, within the limits of Jersey City, Hoboken, and
North Bergen townships, which they may deem mnecessary for im-
proving or enlarging said town, and to pay for all lands, with the
shares of its capital stock, at not less than par value.”

Section 7. “That the said company are authorized to improve all and
every portion of the said lands, and lands under water, held or pur-
chased by them as aforesaid, by erecting buildings, and laying out
said land into lots, streets, squares, docks, lanes, alleys, or other
divisions, and by levelling, grading, raising or tunnelling the said
land, streets, lanes and alleys, and they shall have liberty to fill up,
raise, occupy, possess and enjoy as their own property, all lands
covered with water, which they may hold or purchase, and may build
enlarge and improve all and any wharf or wharves, bulkhead or
bulkheads, piers, slips, and other structures, which they may deem
necessary for commercial, shipping, or other purposes ; provided, that
in carrying out the provisions of this section, they shall not injure the
navigation of the Hudson River, or inlerfere with the legal rights or
privileges of cothors; and, so fur o5 ielates 10 iheir lanas, or luids
under water, within the corporate limits of Jersey City, they shall be
governed by the ordinances of that city ; and provided jfurither, that
the said company or their assigns shall not be avthorized or empnw-
ered by virtue of this act to improve, fill up, occupy, nse or enjoy
any lands lying under water in the Hudson River, south of the
northerly line of the tract of land claimed by the grantees of Nathaniel
Budd, in said river; and provided jfurther, that the said company
shall commence the improvements within two years from the first day
of Jannary, A. D. 1854, and actually expend three hundred thousand
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dollars in the improvements named in this act, within five years fron_l
the first day of January, A. D. 1854 ; and if said company shall fail
to comply with the requirements of this proviso, then all the rights,
privileges, and powers granted by this act, shall be forfeited, and said
act be void and of no effect.”

Section 9. “That this Act shall continue in force for twenty-five
years, and that the Legislature may alter, modify, or repeal the same,
whenever in their opinion the public good may so require.”

By a supplement to the act of the Jersey Shore and Improvement
‘Company. Approved Jan. 30, 1855,

So much of the Tth section of the former act as prohibited the com-
pany from improving the lands south of the mnortherly line of the
Nathanel Budd grant, be and the same was repealed, provided, the
consent in writing, of the said grantees of Budd be first obtained.

By a supplemental act to an act, entirled “An act to incorporate
the Jersey Shore Improvement Company,” passed March 21st, 1863,
it was enacted :

Section 1. “That the time limited by the third proviso of the sev-
enth section of the act to which this is'a supplement, for the expendi-
tare of three hundred thousand d.llars in the improvement authorized
by said act, be, and the same is, hereby extended to five years from
the first day of January, 1864.”

By an act entitlel ““ An Actto Incorporate the Long Dock Com-
pany,” passed February 26, 1856.

Section 1. The corporators named therein, ¢ and such other owners
of that part of the property in the fourth ward of Jersey City, known
as the Long Dock property, which is south of the centre line of Pavo-
nia avenue, as they may associate with them, and their successors,
shall be and they are hereby ine rporated and made a body politic by
the name of ¢The Long Dock Company.””

Section 6. ¢ That as soon as the said company shall be organized it
shall be anthorized to receive conveyances for the part of the Long
Dock property above mentioned, and to purchase and hold such other
lands adjoining or ncar the same in Jersey City, or the City of Hud-
son, which they may deem necessary for the Improvement of their
property, and to pay for all lands in the shares of their capital stock
at not less than its par value.”

Section 7. ¢ That said company may improve all lands, and lands
under water, that shall bs purchased or heid by tham, by erccling
buildings thereon, and laying ont s1id land into blocks, lots, squaves,
and sireets, or other divisions, and shall have liberty to fill up, raise,
oceupy, possess and enjoy as their own property all lands covered with
water which thoy may hold or purchase, or which muy lie in front of
lands along any shore which they may hold or purchase, and may
build, enlarge and improve on such lands any dock, pier, wharf, bulk-
head, slip, or other structure which they may deem necessary for com-
mercial or other purposes, not extending the same south ot the centre
line of South Second street ; provided, that in carrying out the pro-
visions of this section, they shall not injure the navigation of the Hud-
son River, and shall not interfere with the legal rights or privileges of
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others, or fill in or reclaim any lands under water, except in front of
the lands which they may purchase along the shore; and only in such
direction as those of whom they shall purchase may have by existing
laws the right to fill in and reclaim in front of the same ; and that so
far as relates to their lands nnder water within the corporate limits of
Jersey City, they shall be governed by the ordinances of Jersey City.”

Section 8. Company may establish a ferry to New York.

Section 9. Company may construct branch railroads from their lands
to intersect withm the limits of said cities any other railroad author-
ized by law, such branch railroad shall be invested with the same
powers and privileges, and subject to the same liabilities and restric-
tions as were conferred and imposed upon “ The New Jersey Railroad
and Transportation Company,” by the act incorporating the said com-
pany and the supplement thereto.

Section 11. “That this act shall continue in force for thirty years
from the passage thereof; provided, that if said company shall not
commence the 1mprovements authorized by this act in two years, and
expend upon the same one hundred thousand dollars in five years from:
the passage of this act, then this and everything herein contained shall
be void, and the Legislature may, whenever in their opinion the pub-
lic good so requires, modify, alter or repeal this act.”

By a supplement to the above act, passed March 4, 1858, it was.
enacted :

Section 1. * That the time limited to the establishment of the ferry
authé)ri)zed bdyéhe eigh.thI sectéon of the act to which this is a supple-
ment, be and the same is hereby extended to the 2 february
ment, be ang y o the 26th day of February,
_ By a further supplement to the above, passed March 11, 1858, the
time for establishing the above feiry was extended to July 26, 1861.

The act to Lncorporate the Amervcan Dock and Improvement @om-~

pany. Approved April 11th, 1864, appears to be so important, I have
annexed the entire act.

An Act to incorporate the American Dock and Improvemsent
Company.
Whereas, it is represented that John S. Gilbert, Preston H. Hodges
James Hoy, Henry L. Gilbert, and Moses B. Bramball, and others,
. A ) b4
their associates, now own certain tracts of land situate in the townships
of Bergen and Greenville, in the county of Hudson, and desire to
acquire from the State other tracts of land contignouvs thereto, covered
by water, which they desire to fill in and reclaim from the water and
to divide into suitable building and other lots, and to sell and dispose
of the same for the benefit of the association, with the object of erec-
ting a town, with docks, wharves, and bulkheads, so as to afford facili-
ties to secure to this Srate a portion of the commerce and shipping of
the city of New York: and
Whereas it is necessary for the success of their undertaking that they
should be able to convey the said premises from time to time to
such persons as may be desirous to purchase, notwithstanding death
or other cause affecting the individuals owning or who may own the

JE . - —
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-said land, and in order to give greater efficiency and concentration to

their efforts for the improvement of the said land, now, therefore,

1. Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of
New Jersey :

That John S. Gilbert, Preston H., Hodges, James Hoy, Henry L.
Gilbert, and Moses B. Bramhall, and such other persons as they may
associate with them, and their successors, shall be aund they are hereby
incorporated and made a body politic and corporate, in fact and in
law, by the name of “The American Dock and Improvement Com-
pany;’ and that the capital stock of the said company shall be three
million dollars, divided into shares of one hundred dollars each,
which shall be subscribed and paid in at such times, and upon such
notice, and in such manner and instalments as the directors of said
.company, by their by-laws, or otherwise may direct: that such pay-
ment shall be made either in money or in land sitnate in said town-
ghips of Bergen and Greenville, in the county of Hudson; and in
case of payment in land, the directors may issue in payment therefor
the stock of said ecompany, upon such terms as may be deemed best
for its interests; and that in case of the failure of any stockholder to
pay the instalments on his or her stock, at the place and within thirty
days of the time appointed for the paywent thereof, such stockholder
shall incur a forfeiture of bis or her share or shares, and of all previ-
ous payments thereon, for the use of the company.

9." And be it enucted, That the capital stock of the said company
shall be deemed personal property, and the shares shall be transfera-
ble in such manner as the board ‘of directors by their by-laws may
direct ; and every share shall entitle the holder to one vote, either in
person or by proxy.

3. And be it enacted, That the affairs of the company shall, after
the organization of the company, be managed by not less than five
.directors, or more than nine, to be chosen by the stockholders of the
sard cotnpany, annually, at such time and in such manner as the by-
laws of the company may direct, who shall serve for one year, and
until others are chosen in their stead, notice of which election shall be
previously given for two weeks in a newspaper published in the coun-
ty of Hudson. The said directors shall trom time to time elect &
President from their number, and may also appoint such other officers
.as may be convenient or necessary, who shall receive such compensa-
tion as the by-laws may direct.

4, And bo it enacted, That John 8. Gilbert, Preston H. Hodges,
James Hoy, Henry L. Gilbert, and Moses B. Bramhall, shall be the
first directors of the company, a majority of whom shall, as soon as
.convenient after the passage of this act, assemble and organize such
company, and shall continue in office until others as hereinbefore
directed shall be chosen in their stead.

5. And be it enacted, That as soon as the said company shall be
organized, it shall be authorized to receive conveyances for the lands
now owned as aforesaid between the south line of the lands of *“The
Central Railroad Company of New Jersey, (where it intersects the
New York bay,”) and Cavan Point, to hold and execute all instru-




54 COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT.

ments and conveyances necessary for the purchasing, leasing or selling-
of such property ; and the szid company are hereby authorized to
purchase and hold any lands adjoining or near the above mentioned
tracts, which they may deem necessary for improving and enlarging
said property, and to pay for all lands with the shargs of its ca;ital
stock, at such prices as the company may deem best for its interest
provided they shall not hold at any time over two hundred acres.
above the present high water mark, in addition to the tracts men-
tioned in this section.

6. And be it enacted, That the said company be, and hereby are-
authorized to improve all and every portion of the said lands nnder
water, I}eld or pm.'chased by them as aforesaid, by erecting buildings-
and laying out said lands into lots, streets, squares, docks, lanes, alleys
or other divisions, and by levelling, grading, raising or tunnelling the
flaxd la}xsxd, streets, ]ages and alle}ys ; and they shall have liberty to fill

ps raise, oceupy and enjoy as tlieir own property, all land v

with water which they may hold or pure}l)lasg, OZ’ whicﬁ nfa;ol‘;zr?i
front of any laud which they may hold or purchase, and may build

enlaige or improve (or sell and convey tb others to’improve) all’ and
any land or lands under water, wharf or wharves, bulkhead or bulk-
heads, piers, slips and other stiuctures which the)’r way deem neces-
sary for commercial, shipping or other purposes, provided that in car-
rying dut the provisions of this act, they shall not injure the naviga-
tion of the Hudson river, nor interfere with the legal rights of others

nor build out beyond the easterly line of Hudson street in J ersey City?
extended southwardly, or such other exterior line as may be fixed b ;
law ; and that the southerly line of improvements, into the bay shal};'
be on a line commencing on the southerly side of Cavan Point, at the
boundary line of lands of late belonging to Stephen B. Vreeland, and
at the point where said boundary line strikes the shore of New York
bay, and from thence running south forty-six degrees and thirty-nine
minutes east to the channel of the Hudson Rivei?, provided that the-
northerly line shall be parallel to and with the said southerly line

and provided always the said companyshall pay for the oysters plantedy
if any there be, upon any land under water which they may improve’
to the person or persons by whom they were planted or shall give them
at least one year’s notice to remove the same ; and in case the value
of such oysters eannot be agreed upon, then in such case, either party

upon twenty days’ notice to the other, may apply to the comt of
common pleas of the county of Hudson, whose duty it shall be to
appoint three disinterested freeholders of said county, to appraise the
same, whose reports or the report of any two of them made m Writihg
to the said court, shall be final and conclusive; and in determining
gaid value, the said appraisers shall be governed by the like rules as

arbitrators ; and provided further that nothing contained in this act
shall be so-construed as to give the said company any power to make
any improvement whatever upon the tract of land under water in
New York bay, heretofore granted to Aaron Ogden, without the con-
sent in writing of the said Aaron Ogden, or bis legal representatives

7. And be «t enacted, That the sard company shall have the 1ight to

-
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demand and recover by action at law, all wharfage, dockage and
cranage which may be levied upon any wharf, dock, pier, slip, or
bulkhead erected by them upon their said land by virtue of this act.

8. And be it enacted, That unless the aforesaid improvement shall
be commenced within one year from the passage of this act, then this
act shall be null and void.

9. And be it enacted, That the Legislature may alter, modify or
repeal this act, whenever in their opinion the public good may sore-

uire.

10. And be 4t enacted, That a majority of the Board of Directors
shall, after the expiration of the first year of the organization of this
company, be residents of this State, and that there shall be maintained
at Jersey City a principal office for the conduet of the business of said
companv.

11. And be it enacted, That the said company shall pay to the Trea-
surer of this State, on or before the first day of July, A. D. eighteen
hundred eighty-five, the sum of twenty-five dollars for each’and every
foot of the shore embraced and contained in this bill; the amount of
the same to be ascertained by a commission to be appointed by the Gov-
ernor, and the extent of the shore front is to be ascertained and mea-
sured as follows : commencing at a point on the southerly side of Cavan
Point, at the boundary line of lands of late belonging to Stephen B.
Vreeland, and at the point where said boundary line strikes the shore
of the New York bay, and thence northerly in a straight line to the
south line of the land of the Central Railroad Company of New
Jersey, where it intersects the New York bay, and upon the aggre-

ate amount so ascertained as aforesaid, the said company shall pay
%o the State interest, from the first day of July, eighteen hundred
sixty-five, at the rate of six per centum per annum, payable semi-
annually, and the said aggregate amount so ascertained, as aforesaid,
shall be and remain a lien upon said lands until the payment of the
same, with the interest thercon, and a certificate of the said commis-
sioners, signed by them and the president of said company, of the
measurement of the shore line, made as aforesaid, shall be filed in the
office of the Secretary of State.

19. And be it enacted, That the payment of a proportionate part of
the aggregate amount of money provided to be paid as aforesaid,
shall 1elease from the force and effect of this lien corresponding pro-
portionate part of the land under water, embraced and contained in
the bill, and the interest upon the amount paid shall cease from the
time of such payment; and upon such payment being made to the

treasurer of this State, the said treasurer shall give to the said com-
pany a certificate thereof, and the same being duly acknowledged,
may be recorded in the office of the clerk of the county of Hudson.

18. And be it enacted, That this act shall take effect immediately.

Approved, April 11th, 1864.

Secondly. The incorporation of companies with rights in the bay.

The Morris Canal and Banking Company.

Claim 1, By purchase from the Associates of the Jersey Company,
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under the grant which the Associates got in 1804, and above set out.

Secondly. By various provisions in their charter.'

By Act of ‘December 31, 1824, a company was incorporated, o
Jorm an artificial navigation between the Passaic and Delaware
LRivers” By ) .

Section 1.  The corporators therein named, their successors and
assigns, were incorporated by the name of the ¢ Morris Canal and
Banking Company,” and among other things, they had power and
authority given them “ to purchase, receive in donation, posse:s, enjoy
and retain, demise, grant, alien and sell all such lands, tenements,
hereditaments, waters, streams, and water privileges, rights, goods,
chattels and eflects of every description whatsoever, as may be neces-
sary for carrying into effect any of the provisions of this act, and
under the restrictions and limitations therein mentioned.”

Section 5. It was enacted, “That it shall be lawful for the said
company to construct, make and execute a canal or artificial naviga-
tion, to connect the waters of the Delaware River, near Easton, with
the tide waters of the Passaic River, and passing through the county
‘of Morris, with all the locks, works, devices, wharves, toll houses and
offices, necessary for the use of said canal.” And it also makes it
lawful “for the said company, by its President and directors, and
by any agent, &e., or any other person or persons employed i the
service of said cowpany, to enter on lands, whether covered with
water or not, for the purpose of exploring or surveying the route or
routes for said canal, and locating the several works as above specified
—doing therelo no unnecessary damage, and when the said route or
routes shall have been fixed upon, and a survey thereof deposited in
the office of the Secretary of State, then it shall be lawful for the said
-company, and for any agent, superintendent, or any person or persons
-employed in the service of said corporation, at any time to enter
‘upon, take possession of, and use all and singular such lands, waters
and streams, subject to such compensation to be made therefor as is
hereafter directed.”

Section 6. Authorizes them to take land, waters and streams by pur-
«chase and assessment by commissioners, &e.

By act of January 26th, 1828, the “ Morris Canal and Banking
‘Company were authorized to extend the Morris Canal to the waters
of the Hudson, at or near Jersey City,” and all the provisions of the
original act were extended by said supplement.

By act of February 18th, 1845, “The Hudson County Dry Dock
and Wet Dock Company,” was incorporated ; for—

Section 1. The purpose of building, erecting, and constructing dry
docks or wet docks, and other conveniences and structures, to be used
to raise, repair and build ships, &ec., and also to build and construct
all such piers, bulkheads and abutments, as may be necessary or de-
sirable to aid in the accomplishment of the purpose of this act, &e.,
and by their corporate name, may also have, purchase, possess and
enjoy to them and their successors, lands, tenements and heredita-
ments, goods, chattels and effects, of what nature and kind soever, ne-
«cessary for the purpose of this Corporation; and they may grant, de-
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mise, alien and dispose of, at pleasure for the benefit of said compa-
ny; and the said corporation shall have the power to lease or hire such
lands, tenements, and hereditaments as may be necessal'y” and conve-
nient to carry into effect the objects of the said company.

Section 10. “The act to continue in force for and during the term

of twenty years from the passage thereof.”

By supplement of March 17, 1860, the above act. )

Section 1. Is continued and entended for and during the time of
iwenty years, from and after the time fixed by the tenth section of
said act, for its continuance.

By an act entitled © An act o establish a ferry from Fort Lec to
the city of New York,” passed February 10th, 1854, it was enacted,

Section 1. That Robert Annett be authorized to establish, keep,
and maintain a ferry from his dock or wharf on the Hudson River, at
Fort Lee in the county of Bergen, to such place or places in the city
of New York as he may deem proper, and that the same may be main-
tained by him, his heirs and assigns, owners of said wharf or dock.

Section 2. “ That the Legislature may at any time alter, amenfl, O,f
repeal this act whenever in their judgment the public good require.

By a supplement to the act to incorporate the ¢ New Jerset?‘/ LRail-
voad and Transportation Company.” ~ Approved February 16, 1853.

Among other things, the first section authorizes them to make im-
provements at the Hudson River, with the possession of property and
other privileges, as may be necessary for furnishing ample accommo-
dation for the transporiation and ferriage of passengers and merchan-
dize, and to give full facilities to the increasing business of the several
railroad companies passing and to pass by this route to and from the
city of New York. _ _

An act was passed March 16th, 1854 (P. Laws, 360), incorporating
the Point Breeze Ferry ond Improvement Company.

Section 6. Authorizes them to acquire lands Dy conveyances, and to
hold the same, not excecding one hundred and fifty acres. They are
authorized to construct all such docks, piers, wharves, bulkheads,
ferry-slips and ferry-houses, and such other improvements as they
may deem necessary, in front of the said land so owned or occupied
as aforesaid, sufficient for the accommodation of a ferry, as hereinafler
authorized; provided, that in carrying out the provisions of this
section, they ‘shall not interfere with the navigation of the Hudson
River, or the legal rights and privileges of others. No improvement
to be made in front of lands to which they had not previously acquired
the title. All planted oysters to be paid for by the Company, upon
lands taken by them, ) )

Section 7. Authorizes a ferry from Point Breeze to the city of New
York.

Section 8. Continues the act in force for {wenty-five years ; and the
legislature may alter, amend or repeal the same, whenever in the'lr
opinion the public good may require it. )

Note.—Point Breeze is on New York bay, about midway between
Qavan Point and Constable’s Point. _

By a supplement to the Morris and Essex Railroad Company,
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approved March 6th, 1857 :_Section 1 provides that the road may be
extended from the city of Newark, to, or near the Hudson river,
or New York bay, in the county of Hudson, with right to take lands,
&e.

Section 2. Authorizes them to erect and maintain the mnecessary
docks, wharves and piers in said Hudson river and New York bay,
at the terminus of said road, for the transportation of their passengers
and freight, to and from the city of New York, and to have, maintan
and use any steamboats or other vessels necessary for that purpose
only, &ec.

Section 3. Authorizesthem to have, own and hold by lease, contract,
or deed of conveyance, all sach land and real estate at the terminug
of said road, on said river or bay, as shall cr may be necessary for
docks, wharves and piers, as aforesaid, and for passenger car and store
houses, and for the convenient transaction of their business.

Section 4. Authorizes them to acquire bonds as provided in their
original charter.

By an act entitled “ An act toincorporate Zhe Hoboken and IHud-
son Lewer Turnpike Company,” passed March 16th, 1857, by

Section 1. That the corporators therein named, “their successors
and assigns, shall be and they are thereby created a body politic and
corporate, by the name of ‘The Hoboken and Hudson River Turnpike
Company.’”

Section 7. “That it shall be lawful for said company to lay ont,
make, construct and maintain a turnpike road in the county of Hud-
son, to commence at a point at or near Bull’s ferry, and thence to run
southerly, chiefly along or near the shore of the Hudson River, to
some point on the Bergen turnpike in the city of Hoboken, said road
to be laid out below or east of the Palizades, or high bluffs, near the
west shote of the river, and not to extend so far into the river as to
interfere with navigation, and in no part to be at an elevation of more
than twenty-five feet above the level of ordinary high water in said
river; said road shall be laid out not more than four, or less than three
rods wide, and at least twenty-four feet in width of the same shall
be sufficiently arched and drained to keep the same dry, and shall be
sufliciently bedded and faced with stone, gravel, plank or other hard
material, to make a solid, firm and even rood at all seasons of the
year ; and no part of said road shall rise above an angle of three de-
grees with the plane of the horizon ; and when the same shall pass
over the waters of the Hudson, or any other streamn, it shall be lawful
for said company to construct, keep, and maintain good and sufficient
bridges on the line of said road, not less than sixteen feetin width,
and protected bv sufficient railings on each side.”

Section 15. “That this act shall continue in force twenty years, and
the Legislature may at any time, when the public good so requires
alter, amend, or repeal this act.”

A supplement to the above was passed, March 18, 1858.

é&é’urther supplement to the above was passed February 15, 1860,
and by

Section 1. % was enacted : “That the Hoboken and Hudson River
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Turnpike Company were authorized and empowered to extend their
turnpike road from the point where it now terminates, at Bull’s Ferry,
northerly over the publie road, according to most recent survey of
said publie road, to a point opposite Tillou’s dock.”

By an act entitled * An act to incorporate e Constadle’s Hook
and New XYork Ferry Company,”passed February 16, 1858.

Section 1. The corporators therein named, “and their successors,
were created a body corporate and politic by the name of ‘The Consta~
ble’s Hook and New York Ferry Company.’”

Section 6. “That said company shall "have the exclusive right,
privilege, and authority to establish a steamboat ferry, from any part
of Cons'able’s Hook or Point, to the city of New York, and that it
shall be the duty of said company to keep and maintain the said ferry,
from sunrise to sundown, at all seasons of the year, except when it
shall be deemed impracticable or dangerous.”

Section 7, “That for the purpose of carrying out the objects of this
act, the sald company may purchase or lease real estate, and erect
wharves, piers, slips buildings and other necessary appendages, and
may build, purchase, or hire steamboats, vessels, and other ferry boats,
as they may deem neccssary for the establishment and continuance of
a complete ferry or ferries between gaid places.”

Section 9. To continue in force thirty years, and posess the general
powers, and be subject to the restrictions and liabilities contained
in the act entitled “An act concerning Corporations,” passed Febru-
ary 14, 1846.

By supplement to act incorporating the Bergen Point and Staten
Island Ferry Company. Approved March 11th, 1858 (P. Laws 310)
the company by Section 4th, were anthorized to maintain a ferry from
any part of Bergen Point, within four hundred yards of the termina-
tion of the plank road, to the point of land known as Constable’s Hook,
including said Constable’s Hook, to any point or points on the shore
of Staten Island, on the opposite side of Kill Von Kull.

Section 5. Authorizes them to build and maintain all such wharves
and piers as they shall deem necessary and proper to carry out the
objects of this act.

The time for establishing said ferry was extended for two years from
the date of the above supplement.

By act of March 23d, 1859 (P. Laws 617), The Bergen Point and
Staten Island Ferry Company and the Constable’s Hook and New
York Company were consolidated, and shall hereafter be known by
the name of “7he Bergen Point, Staten Island and New York Fer-
ry Company” and to have all the powers granted under the original
acts.

By supplement passed March 22d, 1860 (P. Laws 547.) The time
for commencement of said ferry was extended until the completion of
the Jeisey City and Bergen Railroad Company, provided the feiry
was then established between the termination of said road and Kill
Von Kull.

By act of February 9, 1831, “The Elizabethiown and Somerville
Lailroad Company” was incorporated.
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exceeding two acres at each place, and may erect and build thereon
houses, warehouses, machine-shops, and such other buildings and im-
provements as they may deem expedient for the safety of property

%8Section 1. The corporators “were ordained, constituted, and de-
clared to be a hody corporate and politic, in fact and in name, by the
name of ‘The Elizabethtown and Somerville Railroad Company,’ and

by that name, they and their successors and assigns ghall and may
have contined succession, and shall be persons in law, capable of suing
and being sued, &c.; and they and their successors, by the same name
and style, shall be capable of purchasing, holding and conveying any
lands, tenements, gocds and chattels whatsoever, necessary or téxpe-
dient to the objects of this incorporation.”

Section 6. That the President and Directors of said company be
and they are hereby authorized and invested with all the richts an(i
powers necessary and expedient to survey, lay out, and construct a
railroad, or lateral roads, from one or more suitable place or places in
the village of Somerville, to one or more place or places in Eliz 1beth-
town, passing, as near as practicable through Boundbrook, Pliinfield
Scotch Plains, and Westfield, not exceeding sixty-six feet wide, with
as many sets of tracks and rails as they may deemn necessary ; and it
shall be lawful for the said President and Duirectors, their agents
engineers, superintendents, or others in their employ, to enter at all
times upon all lands or water, for the purposes ot exploring, survey-
ing, levelling, or laying out, the route or routes of such ralroad, or
lateral roads, and of locating the same, and to do and erect all neces-
sary works, buildings, and apendages thereof, doing no unnecessary
Injury to private or other property, and when the route or routes of
such road or lateral roads ‘shall have been determined upn, and a
survey of such route or routes deposited in the office of the Secretary
of State, then it shall be lawful for the said company, by its officers
agents, engineers, superintendents, contractors, workmen, and othel,'
persons in their employ, to enter upon, take possession of, hold, have
use, occupy, and excavate any such lands, and to erect embankments,
bridges, ferries, and all other works necessary to lay rails, and to dc;
all other things which shall be suitable or necessary for the completion
or repair of the said road or roads, subject to such compensationas ig
hereinafter provided : provided always, that the payment, or tender
of the payment of all damages for the occupancy of lands throngh
which the said railroads may be layed out, be made before the said
company, or any person under their direction or employ, shall euter
upon or break ground in the premises, except for the purpose of sur-
veying and laying out said road or roads, unless the consent of the
owner or owners of such land be first had and obrained.”

Section 12. “That if any person shall wilfully impair, injore
destroy or obstruct the use of any railroad constructed under the
provisions of this act, by the said company, or any of their necessary
works, Wharv?s, bridges, carriages, or machines, such person or per-
gons s0 offending shall forfeit and pay to the said company the sum of
fifty dollars, to be by them recovered in any court having competent
Jurisdiction, in an action of debt; and further, shall be liable for all
damages.” ’

Section 18. “That the said company may have and hold real estate
at the commencement and termination of said road or roads, not

and constiuction of carriages, and other necessary uses, and take and
receive the rents, profits and emoluments thereof, and shall have the
privilege and authority to erect, bnild, and maintain on the Elizabeth
creek or sound and at the point, respectively, such wharves, piers,
bridges, and other facilities, as they may think expedient and necessary
for the full enjoyment of all the benefits conferred by this act; pro-
wided, that nothing herein contained shall be go construed as to give
the company hereby incorporated the right to establish or carry on a
ferry for the carrying of passengers or freight, on or from lands taken
by nquest.”

Section 19. “ That this act shall be deemed and taken as a public
act, and shall at all times be recognized as such, in all courts and
places whatsoever.”

By a supplement to an act entitled “ An Act to incorporate the
Elizabethtown and Somerville Railroad Company,” passed February
8, 1x32, it was enacted :

“That it shall be lawful for the Elizabethtown and Somerville
Railroad Company, incorporated on the 9th of Februnary, 1831, to
continue the railroad authorized by said act, from the village of
Somerville, in the county of Somerset, on the most eligible route, to
the village of Clinton, in the county of Hunterdon, and from thence
to the Delaware River, opposite to the village of Belvidere, in the
county of Warren, with a branch, if they shall deem it expedient,
from any convenient point on the route of said road to the Delaware
River, between the mouth of the Muscanetcong creek and the Eastern
Delaware bridge ; which said road shall be of the same width, dimen-
sions and construction as the road anthoiized to be eiected by the act
to which this is a supplement, from Elizabethtown to Somerville ; and
for that puipose the said company shall have the same rights, powers
and privileges, given and granted by the said act to which this is a
supplement, and shall be subject to all the restrictions, limitations,
conditions and provisions in the said act contained, in the same
manner, and to the same extent and effect, as if the same were herein
again repeated,” &ec.

Section 4. “That the said company shall complete the said road,
and branch thereof, to the poiuts or places above mentioned, within
ten years from the time of 1he passage of this act; otherwise this act,
and a1l the powers and privileges hereby grauted, shall cease and be-
cuwar, voud and of no effect.”

By a further supplement to an act entitled, ““ An act to incorporate
the Elizabethtown and Somerville Railroad,” passed February 16,
1836, it was enacted :

«That it shall be lawfal for the Elizabethtown and Somerville Rail-
road Com)-any, incorporated by an act entitled, ¢ An act to incoi porate
the Elizabethtown and Somerville Railroad Cowpany,’ passed ninth
day of F. bruary, 1831, to have aud to hold real estate, at such conve-
nient places along the line or lines as may be sufficient and necessary
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for the use of said company, and at the commencement and termina-
tion or terminations of the road or roads authorized to be constructed
by the said act, or by the act entitled, ¢ A supplement to an act enti-
tled, an act to incorporate the Elizabethtown and Somerville Railroad
Company,’ passed February 9, 1833, as the said company may deem
expedient and necessary for the uses and purposes mentioned in the
thirteenth section of the said original act; provided, that the real
estate authorized by this act, to be held by the said company, shall
not exceed four acres in any one county, through which the said rail-
road or railroads shall pass, shall be subject to the same taxes as other
freehold estate, and that the proviso to the thirteenth section of the
said original act be, and the same is, hereby repealed.”

A further supplement to the said last mentioned original act was
passed March 7, 1837.

An act to incorporate the “Somerwville and Easton Railroad Com.-
pany,” passed February 26, 1847,

By a supplement to the above, passed Febraary 22, 1849 ; the said
“Somerville and Easton Railroad Company » were authorized to pur-
chase “the Elizabethtown and Somerville Railroad Company.”

Section 8. “ That the railroad so purchased, to be subject to the
provisions of the charter of the Somerville and Easton Railroad Com-
pany, and that from the time of the said purchase, the said Somerville
and Easton Railroad Company shall be known by the name of ‘The
Central Railroad Company of New Jersey.’ ”

Section 5. “That it shall, and may be lawful for the said company
to purchase and hold lands at the termination of the said railroad at the
Sound, in the township of Elizabeth, in the county of Essex, not to ex-
ceed twenty acres, for the purpose of erecting therenpon such depots,
buildings and shops, and such piers, wharves and other fixtures as may
be necessary for the purposes of thesaid company, and for the accommo-
dation and transportation of passengers and meichandise; provided,
that the aforesaid lands and improvements shall be subject to the same
assessment, and payment of township and county taxes, as other real
estate is, or shall by law be subjected to.”

By ¢ further supplement to act entitled, an act to incorporate the
Somerville and Easton Railroud Company,” passed March 17, 1854.
It was enacted :

Section 1. ¢ That it shall be lawful for ¢ The Central Railroad Com-
pany of New Jersey to erect, build or extend such wharves, d. eks or
piere cppisits to, and adjuiuiug any lands owaod Ly bewn iu the
township of Elizabeth, as far in the sound or bay as may be nzcessary
for the purposes of facilitating the transhipment of coal, and their
general transporting business; aund also to have and hold whatever
wharves, piers, lands or lots, steamboats, sailing vessels, and such
other facilities, in the city of New York or elsewhere, as may be
necessary, or for the management of their business.”

Section 9. “That if the said company shall, within six months from
the passage of this act, file in writing their assent to and acceptance
of all the provisions of this act, then the said act shall take eflect
immediately thereafter, but in case the gaid company shall refuse or

e
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neglect so to do within the time specified, then this act shall be null
and void.” )

A further supplement to an act entitled “An f’&ct to incorporate
The Somerville and Easton Railroad Company,” passed February
23, 1860. )

Section 1. Corporation authorized to extend road. ¢ ThTat it shall
and may be lawful for the Central Railroad Company of New Jersey
to extend their railroad from some point in their track in the city of
Elizabeth, to some point or points on New York bay, in the county of
Hudson, at or south of Jersey City; and for that purpose, in 1? con(i
struction and completion, maintenance, use, and enjoyment, a %Illl
every provision of the act entitled “ An Act to mcorporate The
Somerville and Easton Railroad Company,” and of the several sup-
plements thereto, shall extend and be applicable to the railroad now
authorized to be covstructed, in every respect as if the same had been
originally authorized under the said act to which this is a supple-
ment.” ) ‘

Section 2. To construct suitable bridges over any navigable water
that they may cross, with a pivot draw with two openings, &e.

Section 4. That nothing llerelr}l1 contained gzhall be construed to

judice the claims of riparian shore owners, &e.
Pr%;dacci of March 11th€) 1862, a ferry was aurthorized from Edge-
water, in the county of Bergen, to the city of New York, from any
dock or docks now built, or hereafter to be built, upon any landl at
Edgewater, Bergen countya opposite Manhattanville, New York, late
of mpsey, deceased.
OféslanagL e}onti{[,ed “An acfi tg i;Scoiporate The Z\tfeév Jersey Steam-

' ny,” passed March 54, it was enacted :

.bo%tegoignf :Clb %{%[‘hgt the corporato,rs therein nameq, 'and their successors,
are thereby declared and constituted a body politic and corporate, in
fact and in law, by the name of ‘The New Jeisy Stea,nﬂooath.ompan_yil
and by that name the said Corporat on shall have succe=s1‘0{1, wit
power to sue and be sued,” and “may also acquire, by‘ pm(l: 1a§? tor
btherwise, and hold, lease, and convey such real anq pelson? es :f,
and in general have such rights, privileges, and povvexsI appertaining ((1)
corporate bodies, as may be l,lecessary and useful for the purposes an

jects of this incorporation. .
ObJS(zaccttsio(ilt PZl.ng:"l‘hatlthe capital stock of this Company ‘shalg bﬁ co(r}md-
ered as personal property, transferrable upon the bOf)xc§ ottt ef T O\En-
pany, and shall be employed as the s id bo:;rd, or a majority 0 1;‘161{,
may deem expedient, 1n the purchasing, buildiang, repa.llx ing, afnat-a -
tering any vessel or vessels propelled by steam, and 1 t 1§ ngwga 103
of the same upon the waters of the Hudson River, and t ed %ys_,k?,_n 1
sound: adjacent th.reto, and in the purchase, repair, AD u.z ing
suitable landing places, wharves, and storehouses at J mgeyt'mo-y,tﬁg
its vicinity, which may be necessary for successfully fcoklll u'c. (il%« ¥
affairs of the said company ; and it shall be the duty Odt' gdsaud o?;h,
or a majority thereof,to make from time to time s%ehd ivi beln ls of the
net profits of the said company, as may be deeme af V*ISS ) et. .

Seetion 9. “That this act shall continue 1n force/ or thirty years,
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anless sooner modified or repealed, and that the Legislature may at
any time hereafter alter, modify or repeal the same.”

By act approved March 31, 1864, P. Laws 619, The New Jersey
and’ Pacific Steamship Company was incorporated.

Section 6. Requires them to kvep an offics in Jersey city, and au-
thorizes them o purchase, acquire, hold and convey, such real estate,
docks, wharves and piers as may be necessary to enable them conven-
iently to carry on their business.

Section 1. Authorizes them to own vessels, to be propelled by steam
or other motive power, and to be used in navigation to and from
Jersey city and the city of New Orleans, and the waters of the Gulf of
Mexico, in the waters of the Atlantic ocean, and in the waters of the
Pacific ocean or elsewhere, to touch at any intermed:ate port or place
between said cities or in said waters.

Capital to be 1,500,000 with liberty to increase the same, not to
exceed $4,000,000.

To continue in existence for thirty years, but to be subject to the
payment of the tax provided by the act entitled ; “An act to increase
the revenues of the State of New Jersey,” Approved March 6, 1838.

3. Licenses taken out by riparian owners to build wharves and
prers, from the chosen frecholders of Hudson county, in the bay of
New York.

By the wharf act all licenses expire within five years from the date
of the grant.

License granted September 13, 1854, recorded in the clerk’s office
of Hudson county, September 14, 1854, to Charles I. Morton, Had-
ward L. Morton, and Robert Fish, to make the following improve-
ment, viz.: to build a dock, wharf or breakwater on New York ‘bay,
beyond the limits of ordinary low water, in front of the following de-
seribed land : the first piece belonging to said Chailes F. Morton,
commencing at the southeast corner of the land of Richard Cadmus,
in the line of high-water mark ; running thence, southerly, into said
bay, on said Cadmus’ line, sixty feet; thence easterly, parallel to high
water line, fifty feet ; thence northerly, parallel to Cadmus’ line, sixty
feet; and thence westerly, fifty feet, to the point of beginning. The
second lot belonging to said Robert Fish and Edward L. Morton, com-
mencing at a point in the line of said high-water murk, fitty feet east-
erly from said Cadmus’ line; running thence, southerly, along the lot
last described, sixty feet; thence easterly, fifty feet; thence northerly,
gixty feet; and thence westerly, fifty-six {cet, to the place of begin-
ning. The last lot belonging to said Charles F. Morton, and com-
mencing at a point in said high-water line, distant one hundred and
six feet, easterly from said Cadmus’ line; running thence, southerly,
along the line of the lut last described, sixty feet; thence easterly,
eighty teet, to the line of the land of William Morrell; thence north-
erly, along said Morrell’s line, sixty feet; and thence westerly, eighty
feet, to the place of beginning: the same to be not more than twenty-
five feet wide, and to extend into said tide-water, in a southerly di-
rection, not more than four hundred feet from high-water mark, and

in a westerly direction, one hundred and eighty six feet, more or less,
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. . ,
to a point in a parallel line with the said easterly line of szlm}d Oadmltllsl
land ; the easterly ]side o{? hr_xg, (I)sismdngio%k ig to run on a line para
ith the westerly line of said Morrell’s land. .
WlLicense grante)(yi QOctober 9, 1854, recqrded October 19, 18541:,? mt;che
clerk’s office of Hudson county, to David 8. Manners, P:eterH‘ entley,
and others, to build a wharf in front of their lands in arsnnnls
cove, in Jersey City. Such whar! to extend from a line drawn paral-
lelto and one hundred feet north of the north side of Pavonia ?vgnuteﬁ
near the Long Dock, to a line drawn through the middle 0l _(:u L
Fourth street, and between said lines from and beyond the dlrﬁl} ; Ot
ordinary low-water, to a line drawn parallel to, and two hundre Mei-
easterly from the east side of the most};legsgrlér streett éa;d out on Ma
in’s map of Harsimus, sometimnes called Hudson strect. L
gl%so}c];?—}l’]fhis grant {s understood to have expired by the limitation
i tharf act.
o It.lilsefx‘se granted December 13th, 1854, Recorded Dece’mzll)[er 19th,
1854, in the clerk’s office of Hudson county. To D(wfd S. cm%e?i,
Peter Bentley, Andrew Clerk, Abraham 0. Zabriskie, Malzy ‘e :
Stephen D. Harrison and Abraham 8. Jewell, to build a doc , vg} ar
or pier in the Harsimus cove, of the following dimensions : c;}xln-
mencing at a point in the centre of Olio or Meadow street, on t]l(i
northerly line of North Fourth street, and from thence rx]mmé)g soll_ln
sixty-six degrees, east eleven hundred and sixty feet, t(}t he aégt 1tg
drawn on the map from the head land at North Puint, e'li‘S;Yd lty, A
the head land at Hobuken, thence parallel with North Thirc St rtee S
south seventy-seven degrees, west five hundred feet, to a pomth WZ
hundred feet easterly from the easterly line of Hudson stree)t,‘C ene
south thirteen de.rees, west and parallel with Hudson stru}g', se:?n
bundred and five feet, to a point one hundred feet nprtherly 1(?1{1 lue
northerly line of Pavonia avenue, thence parallel with th(? nort 1ertg
line of Pavonia avenue, one hundred feet distant therefrom, nor
seventy-seven degrees, west to ordinary low water mark,
Note.—This Jicense is understood to have expired. o, 1855,
License granted January 17, 1855, recorded February 6, 5 '1,dm
the clerk’s ofiice of Hudson county, to Albert N. Brown, té) bm 3
dock, wharf or pier, of the following dimensions: to exten f)‘cyopd
{he limits of ordinary low-water matk, into Neow York_bz}y a ?1 esal :
which said dock, whar{ or pier, shall commence at a pomi_on tb 1et 117105
northeasterly part of the said tract, where the (}1‘713101'1 ine be f&%eﬁx
the lands of George Vreeland and the said tract ‘mrm.x'natezj at uln 1%
water mark ; fiom thence, running sopth, tvyenry-sm an tha—tla,
degrees east, along the continuation of the said line, to a %0311 1.Wo
hundred feet beyond ordinary low-water mark ; from thence by a 111;3,
to be drawn in a sonthwesterly direction, seven hundred and s;;ven y
feet, morc or less, and at right angles with the last mentxox;ed1 mg, az_
continued, till the same would intersect the line between the lan god
the said Brown and Siephen Vreeland and Mary his wife, exten ?
in the eonrse of the same, into New York Bay; thence, aloné;"t 13
line hetween the lands of Albert N, Brown an Stephen Vreeland an

5




66 COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT.

Mary his wife, as extended, north, twenty-six and one-half degrees
west, to high-water mark. .

Ticense to Charles G. Waterbury, Williom B. Reynolds, and
Thomas K. Downing, dated August 10, 1859, recorded August 12,
1859, in the clerk’s office of Hudson county. The said license states
that the parties aforesaid are joint owners of lands situate along and
upon the tide-waters of the Hudson river, being deseribed as follows :
Situate, lying and being in the township of North-Bergen, at Wee-
hawken, in the county of Hudson, and State of New Jersey, contain-
ing about six acres, being a part of Slang’s Meadow; bounded north
by land of Clarence C. Moore, west by lands of David Pollock and
Franeis Price, on the south by land of Miller, formerly of the heirs of
Deas, and east by the Hudson river. The grant is to build a dock or
pier into the said river, beyond ordinary low-water mark, in front of
their said lands, and of the following dimensions and location, to wit:
A bridge one hundred and eighty-two feet long, by thirteen feet wide,
supported by piles, open to the tide, to be built out into said river;
the northerly side thereof to be one hundred and fifty feet south of the
northerly line of said land, with a-solid dock, seventy feet long, north-
erly and south, by eighteen feet wide, to be built against the easterly
end of said bridge, at the centre of said dock ; the dock to have a solid
return at each end, to be twenty feet long from east to west, by eigh-
teen feet wide.

Licenses to The Delaware and Raritan Canal Company, and The
Camden and Amboy Roilroad and Transportation Company. Dated
July 80th, 1863; recorded in the clerk’s office of Hudson eounty
September 15th, 1863.

The petition sets out that the companies own a certain tract of land
at Bergen Point, in the township of Bayonne, in the county of Hud-
son, lying on the north shore of the Kill Von Kull, and being fourteen
hundred feet in length along said shore, and lying between the lot or
tract of meadow which was conveyed by Peter Crary and wife to
Samuel D. Ingham and Matthew C. Jenkins, by deed bearing date
the fourth day of May, 1848, and the other lot or tract of meadow,
which was conveyed by the said Crary and wife to Samuel D. Ingham
and Matthew C. Jenking by a certain other deed, bearing date the
23d day of May, 1848 ; bounded on the west by the gaid lot deseribed
and conveyed in the deed first above referred to, on the east by the
lot deseribed and conveyed in the deed secondly above referred to, on
the north by lands of E. H. Coutant, and on the south by the Kill
Von Kull.

The license authorizes said companies to build docks, wharves, and
piers of the following dimensions, to extend beyond the limits of
ordinary low water mark into the waters of Kill Von Kull aforesaid.

Beginning at a point on the northerly shore of the Xill Von Kull
at low-water mark, where lands of the Delaware and Raritan Canal,
and Camden and Amboy Railroad and Transportation Companies
join the lands of Hewlett, and from thence running southerly towards
the channel of said Kill Von Kull, at right angles from the line of low
water, in front of the lands of the Delaware and Raritan Canal and
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COamden and Amboy Railroad and Transportation Conﬁp?mg:hoﬂri:
hundred feet; thence easterly in a straight hne,' plara e Wltherl
oeneral course of said shore line seventy-five feet; tler;cefsqu.d Kiﬁ
at right angles from said shore, and towards the channfa 1 1o1 Sa'lth s
Von Kull, two hundred feet; thence easterly and plalate X-ld h the
shore fifty feet ; thence northerly and at right ang es'thowid s suid
shore two hundred feet; thence easterly and parallel wi ds?i i shore
and distant therefrom one hundred feet, two hundred anh drzd b
thence southerly at right angles from said shore threehﬁ un red an
fifty feet towards the channel of said Kill Voun Kull; t ez?.ceht st 182;
and parallel with the shore fifty feet ; thence northerly, ab rig b dgred
towards said shore three hundred and fifty feet, toa point oneu ‘il ko
feet from the line of low water; thence easterly, and para hi e
said shore two hundred and fifty feet ; thence southerly, ai rltg '?ln}—{ill
from the shore four hundred feet, towards the channe f9 ts-alth o
Von Kull ; thence easterly, parallel with said shore fifty fee ; gred
northerly, and at right angles towards said shore, fom'k 'qcrlllence
feet, to a point distantone hundred feet from low water m;rﬁf; once
oast,erly, and parallel with the shore two hundred ar}x ;i yd oot
thence southerly, at right angles from said shore, three mnt rel ety
towards the channel of the said Xill Von Kull; thenlce ea?i erty;'io*ht
parallel with said shore fifty feet; thence northerly, an l?und?ed
aneles towards said shore, three hundred feet, to a potgt o“ellel dred
feet distant from low water mark; thence easterly, gmh para1 L i
said shore two hundreddafnd ﬁft;;lfeet 1,1 the;llc% fa:air&g Ktillar‘l]goi Kol
said shore, two hundred feet, to the chann of sald T thonat south.
thence easterly, and parallel with said ghore fifty fce e
Tioht ancles towards said shore, two hundred feet,
mgiyn’tagge algunc%red foot from low water mark ; thence }?aslterl‘}:,dag%
parallel with said shore sevggty}-ﬁve g‘eet;_dtkfgirifevsg;:tl{ <;ruy(,) r?elbun-
right angles towards the said shore of sal o e eomor of
low water mark, at a point on the southeaster'y 0
(tiﬁzdliﬁé tgf ct)he said Delaware %pd Iéantannggnal and Camden and
2ailroad and Transportation Uompanies.
A%?\Zﬁolx':going embraces a{)l the grants that bave con}be to mylléggwl-
edge after careful research, and I believe the same to be COMPICEE.

/

Very respectfully yours, ¥
JACOB WEART.
Jersey City, Febiuary 11, 1865.
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APPENDIX “E.”

An abstract of all granis made by the Legislature of the State of
New Jersey, of lands under water in the Delaware River, in frond
0}]: the city of Camden, between Kuighw’s Point and Cooper’s

ovng.

1st. “An act to incorporate the Camden and Philadelphia Steam-
boat Ferry Company,” Approved Eebruary 23, 1848. -

Section 1. Authorizes said company “to erect a Steamboat ferry
between the city of Camden and Philadelphia, at or adjoining the
north side of Spruce street, in said city of Camden.”

May purchase or lease real estate, erect wharves, piers, slips, build-
ings and other necessary appendages.

y a supplement to the above passed March 25, 1852. The incor-
porate name of the above mentioned Ferry Company was changed to
“The Union Steamboat Ferry Company,” and they were empowered
to erect their ferries, between the cities of Camden and Philadelphia,
at any point or points they may select, and purchase or lease for that
purpose, real estate.”

By an act, entitled, “ An act to incorporate the West Jersey Ferry
Compapy,” passed Janunary 31, 1849,

Preamble sets forth, “ Whereas, Abraham Browning and others
own the ferries between Market street, in the city of Camden, and the
city of Philadelphia, with the real estate, boats, slips, and appendages
belonging thereto ; which property not being in its nature susceptible
of division without great prejudice, and liable to embarrassment and
inconvenience by death or other misfortune, while thus jointly held,
the said owners desire to be incorporated, that they may, with
greater security to themselves and advantage to the public, improve
said ferries.”

Section 1. That the peisons named in the above preamble, “and
such other person or persons as may be hereafler associated with them,
shall be, and hereby are, ordained, constituted, and declared a body
politic and corporate, in fact and in law, by the name of ¢ 7%¢ West
Jersey Ferry Company,” for the purpose of continuing, establishing,
and improving the ferry or ferries now owned by thewm, from, at, or

b s e
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near the foot of Market street, in the city of Oamden, to some point or
points upon the river Delaware, within the city or county of Philadel-
phia; and for that purpose the said company may purchase or lease
real estate, and erect wharves, piers, slips, buildings, and other neces-
sary appendages, at or near the foot of said Market street. and at’
their landing place or places within the said city or county of Phila-
delphia; and may build or purchase steamboats, vessels, and other
ferry boats, of such description and dimensions as they’may think
proper, and ag may be necessary for the establishment and continuance
of a complete ferry or ferries between said cities ; and it shall be the
duty of said company to keep a steamboat or boats running at said
ferr{r1 or ferries in the daytime, for the accommodation of the publie
?t' Ia seasons of the year, under the penalty of fifty dollars for each
ailure or refusal, to be sued for by the party demanding and refused
4o be taken across said river, in any court of record in this State:
_gv?:goiid, that the said forfeiture shall not attach, or be recovered
ot e nawgatl?n of said river is impracticable or imminently dan-
. Sect{on 2. “That it shall and may be lawful for the said corpora-
ors, or any one of them, to lease, or sell convey or assign, all or an
portion of their said ferry pr or The sai y
s Y_property, real or personal, to the said com-
Ea . ¥ gn aéxy lease, deed of conveyance, assignment, or other trans-
tor, ma : and executed by them, or any of them, shall be as good and
cient to pass the term, property, or estate, therein mentioned and

described, as the same would be i
prson Or,persons.” e if made and executed by any other

Section 10. Penalty for injuri
i : or Injuring works, &e.
angecl;ucﬁx %1. d“ That this act shall continue in force for thirty years
: sha A e deemed and taken as a public act; and the Legislaturé
eserves the right, at any time, to alter, amend, or repeal the same.”

8d. By an act, entitled, % An act o in ) )
ﬁb{)?;y OOgizpant%’; Paﬁsed February 5, 1850(()),7” ]toggate The Philaddlphic
Jeamble sets forth, “that Richard F. Loper and other
fﬁmes between Gr}oucesteg' City, in the State}: of New J. e?sz;,vgrlldﬂilg
re:f cputniy of Phlladglphla, in the State of Pennsylvania, with the
real eiha e, boats, slips, and appendages belonging thereto, &e. ;
v teh us jointly held, the said owners desire to be incorporated’
at they may, with greater security to themselves, and advantage to
th% plzp,hc,llmpxri(‘)ve said ferries,” ’ s
ection 1. “That the said Richard F. Loper, William M. Baird’
%r;dhgzg‘]f:em;xgsg(;cly[tc%urt_ﬁe,t?nd suﬁhlother pgrso,n or persons a?airlll;.d};
e he lated with them, shall be, and here i
cox&st.ltuted, and declared to be a’body politic and cz};}fg:étgrgilgzgt’;
?l;] in %aw, by the name of “ The Philadelphia Lerry Oompa,ny ? for
e purpose of continuing, establishing, and improving the fer,ry or
éfnes now owned by the persons named in the above preamble, from
riv(é;]%Stler, in the State of New Jersey, to some point or points on the
bre 1e aware, in the city or county ‘of Philadelphia, in the State of
nsylvania, and for that purpose the said company may purchase
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or lease real estate, and-erect-wharves, piers, slips, buildings;and other
necessary appendages, and may byild or purchase steamboats, vessels
and other ferry-boats, of such description and dimensions as:they may
think proper, and as may be necessary for the establishment of a com-
plete ferry or ferries between said places; and it shall’'be the duty of
said company to keep a steamboat or boats running at said ferry. or
ferries, in the daytime, for the accommodation of the fpublic, at all
seasons of the year, under the penalty of fifty dollars for each failure
or refusal, to be sued for by the party demanding and refused to’ be
taken across said river, in any-court of record in this State ; provided,
that the said forfeiture shall not attach or be recovered when the.nay=
igation of said river is impracticable or imminently dangerous.”

Section 2. “That it shall and may be lawful for the said.corpora-
tors, or any of them, to lease, sell, convey or assign, all or any por-
tion of their said ferry property, real or personal, to the said compa-
ny; and any lease, deed of conveyance, assignment or other transfer,
made and executed by them, or any of them, shall be as good and
sufficient to pass.the term, property and estate therein mentioned. and
deseribed, as the same would be if made and executed by any other
person or persons.”

Section 9. “That all the joint'stock, property, money and effects:
of said company shall be answerable for all contracts made by said
company, or any of its authorized agents, and for all just claims.
against the same.” ‘

Section 12. Penalty for injuring works.

Section>13. “That this act shall continue in force for thirty years;
and shall be deemed and taken as a public act, and the legislature re-
serves the right at any time to alter, amend or repeal the same.”

By an Act entitled “ An Act fo incorporate the Cooper’s Point
Ferry Company,” passed February 23, 1850. ‘

Section 1. “That Joseph W. Cooper and others, and their assoei-
ates, and all other persons who shall become subscribers aud owners
of the capital stock hereby created, shall be, and they and their sue+
cessors and assigns are hereby made and declared to be a corporation
and body politic, by the name of ¢ Z%e Cooper’s Point Ferry Com-

an .) b2
o Section 6. “That the board of direclors shall have power to: erect:
a steamboat ferry between Cooper’s Point in the city of  Camden andi
Philadelphia, at such place or places as may best serve the publie:
convenience, and interest of gaid corporation; and for that purpose
may purchase or lease real estate, erect wharves, piers, slips, build-
ings and all other neces:ary appendages, and may build steamboats,
vessels, and ferry boats, of such description and dimensions as the
said board shall order and direct ; provided always, that it shall be
the duty of said corporat.on to keep a steamboat or boats runningsall
the year for the accommodation of the public; and they shall not fail
or refuse to carry any person or perzons across the Delaware river in
the daytime, under the penalty of fifty dollars for each failure or .re-.
fusal, to be sued for by the party demanding and refused to be.
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taken across the said river, in any court of record in this state; ro-
vided the said forfeiture shall not attach or be recovered when the
navigation of said river is impracticable or imminently dangerous.”
Section 9. Penalty for injuring works.
Section 10. “This act shall continue in force for thirty years, and
shall be deemed and taken as a public act.”

By an Act entitled “ An Act to incorporate the South Camden
Ferry Company,” passed March 14, 1851.

Section 1. “The] corporators’ and their associates, and all other
persons who shall become subscribers of the ecapital stock hereby cre-
ated, shall be, and they and their successors and assigns, are hereby
made and declared to be s corporation and body politie, Uy the
name of ¢ The South Camden Ferry Company.’”

Section 6. “That the board of directors shall have power to erect
& steamboat ferry, from the foot of Ferry streef, at Kaighn’s Point, in
the city of Camden, to such place or places in the city and county of
Philadelphia, as may best serve the public convenience and interest
of said corporation; and for that purpose may purchase or lease real
estate, erect wharves, piers, slips, buildings, and all other necessary
appendages, and may build steaniboats, vessels, and ferry-boats, of such
description and dimensions as the said board shall order and ditect.
Provided always, that it shall be the duty of the said corporation to
keep a steamboat or boats running all the year for the accommodation
of the public; and they shall not fail or refuse to CAITy any person or
persons across the Delaware River in the daytime, under the penalty
of fifty dollars for each failure or refusal, to be sued for by the party
demanding and refused to be taken across the said river, in any court
of record in this State; provided the said forfeiture shall not attach

or be recovered when the navigation of the said river is impracticable
or imminently dangerous.”

Section 9. Penalty for injuring works.

Section 10. “That this act shall continue in foree for thirty years,
and shall be deemed and taken as a public act.”

By “supplement” to the above act, passed February 24, 1853, the
said “South Camden Ferry Company,” were authorized to establish
their ferry at the foot of Kaighn’s Point avenue, formerly called
Market street, at Kaighn’s Point, in the city of Camden.”  And
erect and maintain the necessary wharves, slips, gates,” &e.

Section 2. “So much of the said original act as requires the said
company to erect their ferry at Ferry street, in the city of Camden,
is repealed.”

By an act entitled “ An Act to sncorporate the Kuighn’s Point and
Philadelphia Ferry Company,” passed March 15, 1859, the said
“ Kaighn’s Point and Philadelphia Company ” was granted the same
Bowers and privileges that “The South Camden Ferry Company »

eld by their charter of March 14, 1851. An abstract of which charter
is given above.

-
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By an act entitled “An act to sncorporate the Glouce%tertf_zd aﬁkztlge
delphiu Ferry Company, passed February 23, 1861. ”% dlihe , the
gaid “Gloucester and Philadelphia Ferry Com'paé\}; ’Hxa b a;ﬁes
powers and privileges given them as the above recited ierry comp .

By “An Act to authorize Joseph W. Sounder and VZII}AI%{Y:}IGQE;
Deklyne, of the city of Philadelphia, to build, m?‘mwil?,township v
repair a dock or wharf ianrc]»pt tof t};exr lands, in the
' er, in the enunty of Burlington, . :
OhSe:E:ti(,)n 1. “That i)t shall and may be lawful for the said J (;sepb};i‘{z]-
Souder and William W. Deklyne, their heirs and assu%)s2 (f)‘ront 3
maintain, and keep in repair a dock or _wharf upon anf fgluriln o
their lands, in the township of Chester, in the county o ] saidgan 4
o sufficient distance into said river for the purposes azorle? e
from time to time to rebuild and repair the same; and 3} ag;'or e
at said dock or wharf, and receive dockage or wharfige t hez o o
all persons using the same; provided, that nothing in l'ownevrs o
be construed to confer any right to ferry, upon the 'owneg Ol'd it
said dock or wharf, nor to authborize the extension oi sai doe ko
wharf so far into said river as to injure or impede the navig
the same.” L

Section 2. Penalty for injuring dock.

ler-

By “ An Act to anthorize Andrew Manderson and J affnes %ag%:;

son to build, maintain, and}keep in {ﬁpaii: %\T doctx;,n Vgga:};eorcounty s
in front of their lands in the township of Newton, in ¢

Camden,” passed March 19, 1851, The powers and privileges same

as the above. ' o ..
as“ ABn act to anthorize John W. Mickle to build wharves 12

i i i ; in the county of Cam-
t of his lands in the township of Newton, in the count
{!rgr?,”opassl:d March 17th, 1854, ~ The powers and privileges same as

the above.

i g ild wharves in

“ et to authorize Joseph W. Cooper to bui s in

frontA:f l?is lands, in the city of Camden, in_the county of Cgmaie?ﬁ 5
passed February 6, 1858. The powers and privileges sam

above.

By ¢ An act to authorize and confirm the erection o-f évhlir\g%ns a-ril1
piers, by the National Iron Armor and Ship Bmildmg ompany,
the county of Camden,” passed January 28th, 186“]'1 < orke. hereto-

Section 1. ¢ That all wharves, plers, docks, or other \7;0the  Detete
fore erected, now in course of erection, on or In front o the ance o
the National Iron Armor ?réd Shil p B\}?lﬁig%‘ a?ﬁ’gffﬁg{-eg; e
Delaware, in the county of Camden, shall be ar oy coniimoc

J e valid and effectual in like manner as though >
:::1113 i(é}gr‘ggegoegected or cummenced to be, ,erect.ed under the author
ity of an act of the legislature of this state.

Section 2. Penalty for injuring works.
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An act to incorporate the “ Camden and Atlantic:Railroad Com-
pany. Approved March 19th, 1852, page 253.

By Section 6. The president.and directors of said::company: were
authorized to survey, lay out and construct a railroad from the city
of Camden, in the county of Camden, or from some point within one
mile of said city, to run through the counties of Camden and Atlantic,
to the sea at or near Absecom.inlet, in the said county of Atlantic..

Section 13. That the said company may purchase, have and hold
real estate at the termini of the railroad, and at any intermediate:de-
pots upon the line of the same, net-exceeding five acres at each place,
and may erect or build thereon, such houses, warehouses and machine:
shops, and other buildings: and improvements, as they may .deem ex=
pedient for the safety of property, and the construction and. repairing
of cars, carriages, steam engines, and for other necessary uses. '

“An act to incorporate the New Jersey Ocean Steam Navigation
Company.” Approved February 19th, 1855, (88)

Section 1. Power “to build, lease, &ec., steamboats.and other ves-
sels, and to purchase, lease, construct, at the city of Camden, and at:
other ports and places upon the river Delaware, such wharves, piersy
storehouses, &c., as they shall deem necessary; and also power to
transport and carry freight and passengers, from the cities of Camden
and Philadelphia, and other ports and places upon the river Dela-
ware, to the cities of New York and Brooklyn, provided they shall

not make any erection npon the river Delaware so as to impair the
navigation of said river.

“An act to incorporate the Farmers’ and Citizens Ferry Company.”
Approved March 10th, 1856. (186) :
Section 6. Authorizes the board of directors of said. company to
erect a steamboat ferry from the foot of Cooper street, or some other
oint in the city of Camden, to such place or places in the city of
hiladelphia, as may best serve the public convenience and interest
of said corporation. ~ May purchase or lease real estate, erect wharves,
piers, &c., and build ferry boats, &e.
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