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COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 

To the Senate and General .Assembly ef the State of .New Jersey: 

The Commissioners appointed under the act entitled "An Act t0> 
ascertain the rights of the State, and of the riparian owners in the 
land3 lying under the waters of the Bay of New York, and elsewhere 
in the State," approved April 11th, 1864, respectfully present the 
followmg report: 

The principal duties and powers of this Board are enumerated in the 
:first sect10n of the act. It will be convenient here to recite the same in 
the words of the section. 

It is there enacted, that the Boaid of Commissioners shall have 
power, and it shall be their duty "to cause the necessary surveys and 
examin itions to be made by competent surveyors, of the lands lying 
under the waters of the Bay of New York, and of the Hudson River,, 
and of the lauds adjacent thereto, the Kill Von Kull, Newark Bay,. 
Arthur's Kill, the Haritan Bay, and the lands lying under the waters, 
of the Delaware River, opposite to the county of Philadelphia, the: 
right to reclaim which has not been granted by the State, and to ob• 
tain all needful information from other sources, in- or·der to ascertain J 
the present nghts of the State in the same, and the value of said rights;, 
and Lo fix and establish an exterior line in the said bays and rivers be­
yond ,vh1ch no µier, wbarf, bulkhead, erection or permanent obstruc­
tion of any kin cl shall be permitted to be established; and to report to 
the next legislature on or before the first day of February next, the 
res11lt vf the bformation thus o1tained, and the value of the said 
rigi1tc;, togetho;: Tli~h the evidence upon which the same is founded. 

"And second, that they shall recommend to the legislature such 
plans and provisions for the improvement, use, renting, or leasing of 
the said lands, undee water, as they shall deem necessary for, and most, 
conducive to the interest of the State, and to have prepared and sub­
mit, with their report, maps of said land, exhibiting the exterior line 
fixed and established by them in said bays and rivers, and the lines of' 
the existing piers, wharves and bulkheads, and also showing any 
grants of land under the water of said bays and river which have: 
not been occupied, and also the original shore line, as far as the same 
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COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. . 
can be ascertained, with such field notes, measurements and elucida­
tions as they shall deem necessary for a full exposition and understand-

h b. " ing on t e su Ject. . 
The Commissioners, on the tenth day of May last, 1saued a;1d caused 

to be published in the manner required by the act, a _notice of the 
time and place for their first regular meeting. This meetmg took place 
pursuant to the notice, at Jersey City, on the thirty-first day of the 
same month of May, and the subsequent sessions have bee1;1 numerous, 
and at .such times and places as were found most convement for the 
prosecution of the business. All these meetings have been held pur­
suant to public adjournments, and have been accessible to any who 
chose to avail themselves of the opportunity. Many valuable sug· 
gestions h~ve been derived from individuals who have attended us on 
such occas10ns. . 

It was soon seen that no important progress could be mad~ 1~ the 
determination of most of the matter referred to us before prehmi_nary 
surveys and explorations had been made of the shore1 the margm of 
upland adjoining the _shore, and the submerged lands 111 front of and 
adjacent to the margm. 

It was therefore determined that an accurate survey must be made, 
and suitable maps prepared to show as nearly as practicable the true 
shore line, and the extent and posilion of the water front of the_ nu­
merous proprietors of the contiguous upland, and _also the soundmgs 
in the waters immediately in front of such proprietors.. It was also 
desired that examinations should be made, and inforrnat10n collected, 
as to several other particulars, a1:1ong which we menti~n, the nature 
and depth of the moveable deposits at the bottom of said waters, the 
location and extent of rocks and ledges, and the depth of these bRlow 
the surface of the water, the line of the natural shore at places where 
the eame has been obliterated by encroachments and improvements 
beyond the ancient margin, the dimensions, character and use of such 
encroachments, the positions and boundaries of the tra?ts that h:1ve 
been heretofore specifically granted by the State, or by its authority, 
below the high w~ter line, the positions, ?epths and general character­

, istics of channels the deflections of the tidal currents from the general 
, direction of the shores, with the_ l?robable causes and effects f such de-

flections and under what condit10ns and laws the contract10n of wa­
ter spac~ would effec_t more re1:1ote ship cha1;1nels at the gates ~f the 
ocean. These constitute material elements .m the pr~per locat10n of 
such exterior lines as shall be" most conducive to the rnterests o1 the 

' State." We believe that any considerable encr?adnnenL., upon_ the 
tide waters referred to in the act, especially ,those 1.1! the I-lud_son River 
and the Bay and its approaches from the ocean, 1t made without re­
gard to most of the above conditions, ,!ould. be hazar<lou~ to the com­
mercial interests of New Jersey. With rivers :md harbors on our 
borders, unsurpassed for the co1:veni!:mce and safe~y ?f s~ipping and 
commercial operations, by any m the world, artifi:ial H)terference 
with their magnificent adaptations would be a calamity which no val­
ues of the lands reclaimed from these waters would ever compensate. 
Hence the propriety of extreme caution in the licensin,S of works that 
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would contract the capacity of any of these recepticles of the tides of 
the ocean. ·• 

l/,.,, A certain ~xtent of enc:oachment along the shores of all good har­
-1 bors and navigable nve:rs is of course necessary to enable ships to re­

ceive and deliver their freight at the mainland. So much of reclama­
tion as is reqnired for suitable piers, docks and warehouses along the 
margins of public waters is not ordinarily a detriment, but a benefit 
to navigahle waters; and such improvement is therefore rather to be 
encouraged by public authority, than repressed. 

It is clearly a mistake to assume, as some have done that all con­
!r~ctions of th_e water space of rivers and harb_ors have ~ tendency to 
rnJure nav1gat10n. Who does not see that without considerable re­
clamations of the shallow :flats on the margins of public waters the 
commerci::il progress of New York Liverpool and London would have 
been I etarded? • ' 

But so obscure and hidden are as yet the laws of currents eddies 
and accretions, that except in rare and well defined instances' scienc~ 
partially fails to guide and control to certain results. Several i~stances 
are known of _the ruin of. harbors and rivers b_y filling up from slight 
changes and disturbances m currents. Schleswig for about six hundred 
years th~ principal commercial city of Denmark; bas lost its eminence 
from this cause. Yarmouth, Sunderland, DundeP and Aberdeen are 
als_o examples in point.-American Encyclop(J3dia: .McOulloch's Com. 
.Diet. 

ai. view. of the delicac:y of the responsibili!Y implied by the above 
considerat10ns we f~und it would not be advisable to attempt within 
the year to accornphs~ all th~t the act und~r which we were appointed 
contemplates. The first section above recited embraces the extensive 
range of shore, probably the most valuable in the State from the Rock­
land County l!ne to Constabl~'s Hook, thence along the Kill Von Kull 
to Bergen Pomt and both sides of Newark Bay thence continuino­
dow_n Arthur's l~ill to ~erth Ambo:y-, ~nd along the long reach gf 
Ra:1tan B~y, bes1?es an. important d1stnct of the Delaware opposite 
Philadelphia. It 1s mamfest that much more than one season is needed 
t? a~com µli~h all this. We have limited ourselves exclusively to the 
distncts wlnch seemed most to need immediate attention on account 
of ~everal enterp_rises for improvements therein being actually begun 
or m contemplat10n. 

Tb_e commiss10ners in~tructed Robert 0. Bacot, Esq., who had been 
appomted by then: to direct and supeiintend the surveys in the east­
erly part ?f the S_tate, to con~ne his operations during the season to 
those sect10ns which extend from the Rockland County line on the 
Hudson down along said river and New York Bay into Kill Von Kull 
as far as Enyard's Dock, a short distance west of Constable's Hook. 
Edward H. Saunders, Esq., of Camden, was appointed to superintend 
the surveys 01; the_ Delaware, and to confine himself for the present to 
that tract which hes between Cooper's Point and Kaighn's P0int in 
front of 1/amden City. Walter S. Oliphant, Esq., of Mount Holly, 
was appomted secretary of the commission. 

It was not probable that any extensive alterations in the tide water~ 
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COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 

would be begun or projected for the present upon the residue of the 
territory included in the act. We felt justified on that account in 
wostponing all inquiry as to such localities, until we could dispose of 
rt;he districts assigned to our surveyors as above stated. 

The reports of Mr. Bacot, and of Mr. Saunders are hereto annexed, 
marked respectively, appendix A, and appendix B. We wish to make 
,special reference to these reports as containing .a detailerl description 

? -0f the exterior lines adopted by us, beyDndwh1ch no obstructions-=.of 
') -any kind should hei;eafter be perrr1it_ted, and many valuable observa­

:; tions upon other matters pertinent to the present mvestigations. We 
shall not repeat here the minute descriptions of lines, improvem~nts 
and· designs furnished by those reports, and the maps accom panymg 
them, inasmuch as it would be needless repetition. The execution of 
the surveys and maps has received our decided approbation, and we 
take great pleasure in presenting them' to the legislature for their 
insp·ection. Tho plan for exterior lines between Cooper's point and 
Xaighn's point on the Delaware, is exhibited by a single map, showing 
\the position of the improvements at this time, the general line of origi­
nal high water, an approximation to the line of low waler, and such 
soundings as are deemed necessary to elucidate the subject of fixing 
€xterior lines between the points designated. 

This portion of the Delaware as navigable water is somewhat pecu­
liar. The set of the tide is decidedly along the Pennsylvania 
side. An island stretches in front of the city of Camden at the dis­
.of about rods from the present ferries. From this island a •ar 
extends_northwardly, nearly as far as Cooper's point. Between the 
island and the Camden shore, there is a weak current during the ebb, 
but a much stronger one during the flood. But both currents are of 
far less velocity than in the main channel near the Philadelphia side. 
It is evidently important that these currents should not be diminished 
in strength and velocity between the island and the main land at 
Camden. This is essential to prevent the channel from rapidly filling 
up with mud. Accretions are now going on near the Camden shore. 
It is said that in some places a deposit of eight feet has been made 
within a few years. 'While the Commissioners desired to avoid the 
1removal of any permanent structures already made in the river at 
Cooper's point near the bend of the river, behind which the most con­
.siderable accretions were observed, and regarding the extension of the 
ipiers at Kaighn's point as sufficiently prominent, we adopted these 

• points as the extremities of our outer line. The effect of a further ex­
tension of structures of any kind at these extreme points would, we 
think, be attended with a still further retardation of the movement of 
the ebb tide, and also of the flood between the Camden shore..and the 
island and bar, and consequently the more rapid filling up of the 
whole channel in slackened water would be expected. The exterior 
Jine as fixed by us between the extreme points above named, conforms 
to some extent to the fixed improvements and plan of the city, and 
does not injuriously contract the channel between the shore and the 
opposite island and bar. It is expected that this determination if ad­
hered to will cause an acceleration of the current through the channel. 
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if this expectation should be realized, the benefit to the channel will 
be of great value. The example furnished by the East River at New 
York may be repeated to a limited degree here. While, however, in. 
that case the acceleration of the current has for obvious reasons, 
proved a detriment to navigation in this, for reasons equally obvious, 
the result would be an ad van tag~. In the East river the current was 
always strong and rapid; while here it is weak and sluggish. At all 

•·events we see no probability of diminishing the power of the flow by 
•extending the improvements to the line indicated on the map, provi­
ded the extremities are kept free from barriers against the entrance 
and passage of both tides. An examination of Mr. Saunder's map 
will suggest the per,tinency of these observations. 

Nine maps accompany the report of Mr. Bacot ; all of them have 
reference to the district assigned to him for exploration and survey. 
'.Two of these maps (lettered A and B) are intended to furnish a general 
'View of the whole ground. The one reaches from the State line to 
Castle Point, Hoboken, a distance of about eighteen miles and'a half, 
and is protracted by a scale of 1,300 feet to the inch. The other 
extends from Castle Point to En yard's Dock in Kill Von Kull, a dis­
tance of over fourteen miles, aud is made upon a scale of one thousand 
feet to the inch. An inter,esting feature of these two maps, and 
especially of the last mentioned, is that the diverging lines of travel 
and transportation centreing at Jersey City and Hoboken, are shown, 
tending to illustrate the present and prospective value of the tide · 
waters upon which they terminate, and suggesting the importance of 
keeping in view the largest accommodations for shipping, and ware- · 
houses at our shores. ·· 

The other seven ma,ps are se.ctions of the former two, and are pro­
tracted by the scale of 400 ft. to the inch. These afford a more dis­
tinct view of the shore and the improvements and grants heretofore 
made, and a correct location of the docks, wharves and piers on the 
New York side of the river, as they exist at the present time. 

Upon these maps will be found the precise positions of the exterior 
lines adopted by us•for improvements, the descriptions of which will 
be formd accurately noted in Mr. Bacot's report. 

Open piers may in most places be thrown out beyond the bulkhead 
line. We have, therefore, adopted double lines-the inside one nearer 
the shore as the limit for solid filling or bulkhead, and the outer one 
for the lieads or outer extremities of piers, to be constructed from the 
bulkhead into the river upon piles, or in such other manner as will 
allow a free .flow of the water under them. The consent by the board 
to this system of pier head lines as adopted by us, is based specially 
upon the condition that the water currents should not be materially 
interrupted in their natural direction outside of the line of solid fillino-. 
But for this condition we would have been constrained to locate the 
lines very much further back, especially at the more contracted parts 
,of the river. 

[tis intended to establish a number of permanent monuments as 
·marks from references to which the places of these exterior lines may 
be correctly found. No time has as yet been had to make these refer­
ence marks. 
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No serious difficulties or uncertainties have attended the determina-
- tion of the exterior lines between Castle Point and the State line, a. 

distance of eighteen miles and a half. Above Castle Point then~ is­
but one cove or recess of any considerable extent, known as the Wee­
hawken cove. It contains about one hundred and twenty acres of 
S?allow flats. Throughout the remainder of the distance to the State 
lme the river has but slight indentations on ei1her side. "1'he aver­
age depth of the river is from thirty to fifty feet, the channel being on 
the New York side, and the Jersey shore being bordered by a flat of 
an average width of 400 yards, upon which there is at most eighteen, 
feet of water."-Ooast su1·vey rep. 1857,_page 368. 

The deepest water is for the most part close in upon the W estches­
ter side. :From an examination of tbe charts of the coast survey, we 
found that the average depth reached by our exterior lines is a great 
deal less than is found within a quai ter of the distance from the high­
water l_ine on the Westchester shore, and that the displacement of 
water by our bulkhead line is in considerable compared with the cubic 
capacity of the whole river. The diminution would be scarcely ap-

. -preciable. The current has a general tendency towards the New 
) ·York side, the deep channel being there, and the few feet assigned to, 
\ our shore for access to~_S!3faLdeptQ_Q[JY!!!er will hardly have any 

perceptible effect in disturbing the body of thecurrent at any point in 
this extended range. Engineers tell us that "whatever changes the­
direction and velocity of tbe current must change the regimen of thea 
harbor for good or for evil." Bnt it appears plainly that the direction 
of the current cannot be affected along this front of eighteen miles 
by our lines otherwise than to make it more equable near the shore, 
which more than counterbalances the almost imperceptible degree of 

) acceleration that may be given to the velocity. No barriers being 
placed any where in the strong flood of the river, the banks being 
made even and more nearly parallel with the direction of the main 
current, and the allowed improvements occupying so little of the 
water space, it is to be expected that an eqnal bulk of water will con­
tinue to pass this portion of the river with each tide and ebb, with 
th at which now finds its way through it. The line of solid :filling may 
be considered as altogether within the eighteen feet curve, and the 
, pier head line very rarely passes beyond that depth between Castle 
Point and the Rockland boundary. While we are satisfied to recom-

, mend these exteri6r lines for the sections between Castle Poliitand 
1:lie State line as i1Seful to that district and harmless to the river and 
harbor below, we much regret that there has not been sufficient time 
to complete the soundings which we intended should be actually made 
upon our exterior lines. Constant reference has indeed been made 

-, to such charts of the coast survey as were accessible to us. Yet 
we see that it would have enhanced the value of our maps could they 
have shown the present soundings along and within the pier and 

. bulkhead Imes. Usually the coast survey charts (those at least which 
w_e have seen) do not show very numerous soundings so close in to the 
h1gh water mark, especially on the New Jersey side. It is true that 
they give general indications of the whole by the occasional figures 
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which are seen here and there very near the margin of the river on 
the shoal side. But for the purposes of our survey we desired to obtain 
several hundred more particulars of this kind between the water'& 
ed()'e and the exterior lines. Proprietors of the shore who may wish 
to improve and to obtain grants for that purpose would be much aided 
by a reliable chart of frequent soundings opposite their lands, and 
to the extent of grants desired by them; besides, the valuation of the 
grant would in some measure depend upon a minute knowledge of the 
same facts. 

There would also have been an advantage in showing the depths of 
the mud or moveable deposits at short intervals along the pier lines of 
these sections. The stress of an inclement winter drove the sound­
ing party from the water, before any important progress had been 
made in their work along these sections. The same remark will apply 
in part to other localities further down the river, and in the harbor. 

Several months more would be required to complete these, and 
some other details included in our plans of exploration in the 
river, the bay and the Kill Von Kull. The incompleteness of this, 
portion of the proposed examination is a defect which we wish could 
have been avoided. 

Sufficient data have been obtained however whereon to rest the con­
clusion that the lines established by us throughout all the sectiuns of 
the survey ale not too far out. It is possibl,eJRJ!-.t at .. ~ertain points i~ the 
bay,. subsequent and more extended examinations of proper relat10ns 
may justify a wider range for reclaiming lands under water than has 1 

been here allowed. In the river, and the Kill Von Kull every imagin- I 
able want consistent with reafJon will be met by the plan as reported.J :t. 

We therefore, respectfully recommend to the legg;lature, that these 
lines as now fixed and determined by tliis board be adhered to, at ,, 
least until, by further explorations and examination, departures beyon<l 
any parts of these lines shall be demonstrated to be entirely safe as 
well as desirable. 

It may be presumed that the prominent objects of the legislature 
to pass the present law were in the :first place the prevention of a 
public injury from undue encroachments upon the more important 
harbors and rivers of the State, and secondly, a purpose to adapt such 
encroachments as could be tolerated, to the development of facilities, 
of commercial navigation to our shores. 

The natural fitness of the New Jersey side of the harbor of New 
York, and of the lower sections of the Hudson River, for the constrnction 
of convenient accomodations for shipping, and the business of ware­
housing must have been observed by those enterprizing pioneers in 
improvements on the westerly borders of these waters, who at the 
commencement of the present century secured lands for the sites of 
the c1tie-s now in the full tide of expansion and prosperity ; their 
sagacity penetrated beyond the conception of a quiet, easy resting 
place on these shores from the clamor and clangor associated with the 
trade, commerce, and artizanship of the metropolis. Mere town plots 
for villas and shady bowers are not the prominent ideas suggested by 
the reading of such'.' charters as those of the Jersey associates, and of the 
land and improvement companies. The privileges so providently se-

__ ... 
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cured for erecting docks, wharves and piers in the tide water for the 
.improvement of said town sites, and the benefits of commerce imply a 
great deal more good sense and intelligent fore-cast than the mere 
reclamation of building lots and villa. sites from the domain of the 
waters to the destruction of commerce, and the ruin of the means of 
rreal improvement. These companies would have sought their upland 
,space inland, if more land was desired for further improvement. N 0th­
fog seems more absurd to us than the supposition tliat the mere en­
largement of territory irrespective of the detriment to the harbor and 
river, and the uses to which they are adapted to all the citizens of tliis JJ State, was the object of the granting of such privileges as those. 

But we do understand the counsels of those corporate proprietors 
'Of upland adjoining the margin of the Hudson, when they speak of 
the policy of making their land, so fortunately situated, available as 
the depots and landmg places of extensive commerce and navigation, 

~ and so far as their extensions into the water are concerned, we conceive 
that they are to be limited strictly to what diI ectly pertains to that 
end. We by no means admit that they have the right to extend to 
the middle of the river, nor even to any injurious extent for the pur-

.. ~. by their acts of incorporation they had already from other sources. All , " 1 that they acquired from tl,e State was a liberal privilege of making 
the navigable waters useful to those lands as the depots of public 
commerce; the hmit to that privilege being a discretion restrained 
only by the rules of public law. 

Therefore the privileges granted by these charters needed not to 
ha_ve _awakened jealousy in New York. The chartered privileges on 
this side used and restricted according to the understanding of them 

l,. :' abotvhc indicated, ":.ould not prove tSo be a detriment to that city( but 
-011 e contrary a 1ortunate fact. everal years ago it had already 
become apparent that a hundred per cent. more of dock and wharf 
room was required for the shipping of the port, than existed within a 
convenient distance from the centre of business. It was urcred by a 
number of merchants of the city of Brooklyn in a paper ~ubmittcd 
to the New York Harbor Commissioners in 1856, that "The accorno­
•?ations _for shipping in the harbor of New York are already becoming 
rnsnfficient for the business of the port, which is increasincr in a ratio 
beyond that of any previous period. It is now a common °occurrence 
for vessels to lie for days and sometimes for weeks after their arrival 
awaiting Lerths, and at last getting inferior accommodations from the 
crowded state of the wharves. 

"_This fact tends to render the port obnoxious to ship owners and 
f?re1gn merchants, and the expenses and delays of business thus occa­
sioned have no doubt their influence in diverting commerce to neigh­
boring ports." 

The testimony of a wharfinger of thirty-five years standincr who 
wag consulted by the same Commissioners, confirms the sam~' view. 
Upon being asked whether the wliarf accommodations of the city of 
~ew Yor.k, were then equal to the ?emauds of commerce, he replied: 

They aie uot :-they ought to be mcreased a hundred fold." 
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:Much stress was laid by that board upon the extension of dock and 
wharf.room required by the growing necessities of commerce. The 
eminent engineers who were detaihid by the consent of the President 
of the United States to assist that Board of Commissioners a9 an ad vi­
sory counsel, consii,ting of Professor Bache, Commander Davis and 
General Totten, gave special attention to the same subject. They 
repeatedly urged most powerful reasons for liberal provisions ±:or . the 
enlarcrement of dock room to meet the present wants of slnppmg, 
and t~ induce the still more rapid extension of the commercial opera­
tions of the port. The examples of the magnificent erections, of this 
kind which within the present century have stimulated the commerce 
of the great entrepots of trade in England, and on the continent, were 
held forth to induce similar enterprises here, before the proper waters 
shou1Joe·nned up· and converted to other uses. Several hundred 
acres of land formerly occupied by thousands of the inhabitauts .. ofthe 
city of London have been excavated along the margins of the Thames 
for the construction of docks at an expense of over fifty millions of 
dollars. The "London Docks," for example, occupy ground upon which 
stood about thirteen hundred houses; and "St. Katharine's Docks," 
the products of the wants of business at a later period, _are loca~ed 
within one hundred rods from the custom house, upon the site of which 
stood, we are told, twelve hundred and fifty houses (including St. 
Katharine's .Hospital), inhabited by eleven thousand three lrnndred 
persons. 

With such facts before us and the known tendency of business from 
all parts of the foreign world more and more to concentrate at the 
port of New York, as the centre of exchange and distribution for the 
American continent, we are led to the determination that every im­
provement to be permitted or encouraged in the waters of this harbor 
ought to he subservient to, and not in the way of the development of 
our opportunities for the accommodation of shipping. Tlus policy 
will appear the more eligible if we look for a moment at the general 
map marked B, of the superintendent. Upon the New Jersey side of 
the harbor converge lines of travel and transportation by canal and 
railroads, which reach not only the more important agricultural, man­
ufacturing and mineral districts of our own state, but penetrate and 
conduct to our shores a large share of the immense products of territo­
ry extending more than a thousand miles westward. Consider the 
ratio of the increase of these transportations from the interior to these 
tide waters in past years, and that the developments of the resonrces 
of the great west are confessedly only in their incipient stages, and it 
will not appear chimerical to think of provisions for a very large in­
crease in the future. Nor need it be thought that these advantages 
are to pertain exclusively to the emolument of New York. The ben­
efits may by a considerate policy be mutual to both States. The prop­
er use of our advantages by us will advance both ; our neglect or per­
version of these advantages will be a calamity to both. 

The jealousy and antagonism tbat Liverpool formerly manifested, in 
a spirit of contracted selfishness, towards the little fishing village on 
the opposite side of the Mersey, when Birkenhead was about to adapt 
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its capacities to the conveniences of the growing commerce of the 
\ ~rcat west~rn port, have happily been driven out before the necessi­

_....){fies of busmess. The greatness of Liverpool is now supported by the 
noble docks _of Bi~lrnnl:iead: These are now doing most to promote 
the extraordrnary mcrease m the population commerce and wealth of 
both places. Under the present circumstan'ces the proo-ress and at-
tractions of the one are shared by the other. t:i 

So it must be here. The city of New York hals already appropria­
ted of the deep waters of the Hudson to her owil use nearly if not 
quite as much as th~ safety ~f the harbor and tl)e authority of her 

, state government will perrrnt. These 11ppropri4tions have unfortrt-
1 nately not been made so much for the construction of ship basins 
, .,;: •· piers and quays, a~ for the acquisition of solid acres for more :erivat~ 

~~purposes. Owing. to th_is perversion of hervatuable wat~r Tront, Rew 
'. ;- . l X: di"tr1iiias herself lackmg room for her shipping within convenient 

•,' , , ~1stance from _the _custon:i hou~e. It is not probable that the scoop­
, . rng out of basrns m t?e rnba?1ted parts of that city will be resorted 
- 1 !O as has _to ?e done m the city of London, so long as ample room ex­

ists on this side of her harbor for the shelter and accomodation of her 
, shipping. The example of Birkenhead and Liverpool must surely 
, , be repeated here. 

We look for~ard th~n to. that kind of improvement along our 
w~ol~ harbor front, wh~ch will tend most directly to the landing of 

; sh1pprng, and the locat10n of warehouses as improvements that will 
, be the most conducive to the interests of New Jersey. 

The more acq;1_isition @f solid land for building lots, irrespective of 
do?k and wharf ~mprov;ements we deem entirely too low a motive 
to mduce the leg1slatu~ to grant an acre of the water room of this 
harbor, with or without compensation. Lands thus acquired may in­
deed be to a certain extent, and incidently devoted to such uses, but 
then only when the grant as a whole tends to extend the benefits of 
the harbor to commercial navigation. Entertaining such views we 
proceeded to :fix tt~e limits for filling in and for making piers in front 
of the shore exammed by us : as to the future construction of piers, 
we recommend that _they be at least two hundred feet apart at all 
places except at ferries where they may be erected nearer to each 
other. And we would further state that at such places as by the 
maps, are not provided with the pier head line, no piers are intended 
to b? allowed. It will be. seen that this exception applies chiefly to a 
portwn of the bt/,lkhead lurns of the large basin south of South street 
1~ Jersey City. Aside from the provision for bulkheads and open 
piers as referred to in this report, and in appendix A with the maps 

'" ac~omp~nying that document, and the basins provided for, and de-
' •

0 
scr~bed rn the sa!Ile papers, we are not prepared at this time to de-

- ,, :-: scribe more particularly plans and m~des of improvement. The piers; 
- 3:nd the water space between them will afford a very extensive addi-
- bon to the landmg room of the harbor. 

We trust bowewer that the general observations already made in 
t~e preceding part of this report, and the well considered observa­

'- ,' _tions in appendix A on this subjtlct, will be a guide to any more spe-

) 

-
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eial determinations that may hereafter be settled upon. It is to be pre­
sumed that the interests of those who are, or may become private pro• 
prietors of submerged lands will prompt them to adopt in several oppor• 
tune localities, the suggestions made in reference to wet basins, and 
ware-house and storage facilities upon the margins, and within the 
walls of such basins. We see that there is convenient room at sever­
al points within the range _of this_ survey for docks of at. least equal 
magnitude and accomodat10ns with those of the Atlantic Docks at 
:Brooklyn. A part of what remains of Harsi~us cove, as well as 
portions of Commumpaw cove could be convemently and profitably 
adapted to this use. We find that the enterprize which is reclaiming 
Weehawken cove, has already taken this direction. 

In looking over the history of such basins in the city of London, 
we discover that the importunities of commerce extended these im­
provements towards the centres of business; that no expense that was 
necessary to secure this advantage was spared. The "East India 
Docks'' were built in 1799, at the distance of about four miles from 
the custom house. A few years later the " West India Docks" were 
laid out about three miles from the same point. The "London Docks" 
are found within one mile from the custom house, and the "St. 
Katharine's Docks," commenced in 1824, are still nearer than the last. 
The enormous cost of the more recent of these strilctffres which were 
excavated out of the improved part of the city, is an indication of the 
superiority of advantage to be attained by a more central and conve• 
nient location for such basins. · 

Is there any reasonable proof that such a system of improvement is 
I>_I"_acticable upon the shoals and flats about Jersey City and Hoboken i 
We beg leave to extract a passage upon. t~is su?ject (rom a paper ad­
dressed by Professor Bache, and his d1strnguished colleagues of the 
advisorv council, to the New York Harbor Commissioners in 1856. 
"The obvious method of turning to account this now usele,s and un­
profitable ground (the Jersey flats) is by appropriating it to basins 
and their accompanying buildings." "Here, for example, the ware­
housing system might be pursued opposite New York, as it is at the 
Commercial Docks, opposite London, on the south side of th~ Tha!lles, 
and at Birkenhead, on the west shore of the Mersey, opposite Liver­
pool." "The cartage from Jersey City to the lower part of New York is 
less it seems than from Canal street, and the repose of the ferry boat 
sav~s a great deal in wear and tear of beast and vehicle." In this 
connection we refer to a number of interr..>gations and answers found 
annexetl to the reports of the New York Harbor Commissioners, of 
1856 and 1857, which corroborated the well known facts, that the New 
Jersey shore is an eligible site for the harborage of vessels, q uit.:i as 
goud as the North river side of New York in summer, and mud1 
better in winter ; that it is easier of access for vessels from sea, and that 
vessels outward bound can sail thence with a wind from every quar­
ter exc3pt the east,· that beino- a windw,trd shore, vessels may there 

' ~ 1· remain at their berths till ready for dep1.rture, and that by a pecu 1-

arity of the current, assisted by the prevailing winds, the ice in win-
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· ter sets on the opposite side, while our shore remains frne from this; 
'J obstacle.-~_p_pe~di.:v f!· . \ 

' ; The extenor lrnes Ill Commumpaw cove are by us placed much 
. " ~' further out than those which were suggested b,y Professor Bache and 
) ~ his associates in 1856. These distinguished and experienced engineers 

laid down a line commencing at the Morris Cant1l pier at South street,, 
):hence running westward near to South street,\,as far as Van Vorst 

·, street, and thence more southwesterly to within'!;!, few rods from the 
. village of Communipaw, and keeping near shore nlong the curve of 

j three feet soundings to Constable's Hook. But i1t appears by the re­
ports of the same engineers that their line was ~ntended to be only 
temporary. They say: "we recommend for tlie present, to prevent 
encroachments, that a line of bulkheads be drawn around the eastern 
sliore of the Bergen neck, at the three feet curve, similar to that in 
Gowanus bay." · 

Indeed no valuabJe purpose for the accommodation of commerce 
could be effected without carrying the limits of c1,mstruction very far 
out into the cove. The eighteen feet curve lies ,outside of Bedloe's 
and Ellis's Island. These islands, by the treaty between the two 

QI. tSt~tes,1 _b~~o~g ~o Ntewd by ork. ~e.h~rd1d .themfand itn fr1onth of th1 e ex­
er10£_!!!.~ffilg!1a ~ _ . Y-us are ev1 ences o _a na ura c anne , no~ 

fi1led 1:1p _witli.~110,_while further west are frequent obstructions of 
bouldc1s and rocky reefs. · 

Whether the currents will be sufficiently accelerated, by the con­
traction of water space between the line of the islands and the Rob­
ins' Reef light-house, on the one side, and our bulkheads on the other, 
to open or to assist in opening this natural channel, is, perhaps, un­
certain. Bnt we think that this channel may easily be deepened by 

, artificial means so as to give access for large vessels to the proposed 
, piers and docks, along the whole range fiom Jersey City to Consta­
ble's Hook, a result, which if realized, will vastly enhance the attrac­
tion of the harbor, and promote the substantial interests of our State 
to an extent perhaps seldom conceived of by the most sanguine of 
those' who have studied her resources and labored to add to her re­
nown. 

~ Until the merits of this plan of improvement in that cove shall have 
received better elucidation from experience and science, we would 
have the legislature adhere to the exterior lrnes where we have placed 

· them. It will never do, according to the received scientific opinions 
, of the present day, to extend the encroachments up to or even near to 

the line of the islands and light-house. That would involve the dis­
placement of a water area approximating to four thousand acres of 
, the average depth of fl ve feet, at low tide-an experiment that would 

· haza1 d the destruction of the entire harbor. At any rate we should 
· postpone such an invasion until it shall have been demonstrated to a 
ce1 tainty, that so large a diminution of the influx and effinx of tidal 

,. water Wt,uld not operate directly to still further contract, and shoal 
C_:i the channels at the entrance and over the bars, between the Narrows 

,( -::i adnd_ Sanhdy H1 uok. We k.now that changes have heen going on there 
'l urrng t e ast seventy-five years, which are full of admonition to 
~- ..J 

-.::. 
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those who would interfere with the arrangements of nature in these 
waters. We would counsel the utmost caution and moderation in 
such enterprises. 

Nor will it be prudent to permit any part of this large cove to be­
crossed with solid work, from the shore to the line of the islands or 
near to them. Even a narrow belt of obstructions thrown across this 
space would very quickly produce the same result as the delibe1 ate 
reclamation of the whole cove. The forward movements of the cur­
rents being, by such a contrivance, necessarily abated, eddies would 
take place,. from which would inevitably be deposited sediment with 
such rapidity as soon to fill up the whole space. 

While we would deplore any 1111necessary restraint to improve­
ments as the result of our views, we conceive that a mistake in this 
direction will be attended with less hazard, and be more easily and 
readily 1 emedied than one of the opposite nature would bo. · Land 
once reclaimed and covered with buildings and other expensive busi­
ness in1 estments would hardly be again removed, until the evil effects 
of their presence had become actually intolerable, and then only upon 
the expenditures of vast sums of money. 

We direct special ~ttention to the large basin reserved by our plans, 
south of the present improved part of Jersey City. For an accurate 
description of that part of our designs, we refer again to the maps 
and the reports explanatory of the same by the superintendent of the 
survey. ,Ve adopt that reservation of water space, with its piers, bulk­
heads and c1 ossings as laid down and described in said maps and in said 
reports, not des,ring to report the details thereof here. The cove, as will 
be seen by the maps, here recedes abruptly to the west a great distance. 
A large part of J e1 sey City, and an interesting and rapidly growing dis­
trict ut the adjoining municipality, now border upon the westedy and 
:north westerly shore of this abrupt recess, and unless some reservation 
of the kind here proposed is now secured by the firm authority of the 
State, which happily, as we under~tancl it, yet c_ontrols this locality, 
the southwesterly part of Jersey City, and an important portion of 
the town of Bergen, now upon the confines of the bay, will, by the 
urgency of private enterprise be shut off far away from the privilege 
and advantage of public navigation. By the proposed basin a valua­
ble and extensive water front will be secured on the south of the city· 
its facili'it•s for commerce will be greatly enlarged; one or more p1ib: 
lie clocks may be acquired to assist, the present and mpidly expandino­
business of the city which, strange as it may seem, can lav claim a~ 
this time t,, but a single public wharf of moderate dimen;ions. The 
just anticipat1,1ns of those who are now riparian owners along this part 
of the shore, will not be unreasonably disappointed, and the interests 
of the proprietors of corporate privileges in the vicinity liberally pro-
~~ ~ . 

An examination of the position and surroundings of this proposed 
reservation will readily suggest to any person all that we could des1·l re 
to say i11 its favor. 

The incrcasiug and already very extensive business of a canal co 
pany and a railroad company, claiming a location upon deep water i 

, 
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this vfojnity would natu~ally tend to occupy the more _valuable line ?f 
deep water in front of the recess, and as a consequence n~terpose a sohd 
barrier of embankment on the south, and thereby hem m a very large 
.area of the water space of the harbor. from access to ~he public. . 

There is another consideration which shows the desirableness of this 
a-eservation of public water : Mill creek, which ~ets. up from 9o~mu•, 
nipaw cove, near the head of the proposed bas1?, 1~ a r:n-bhc river. 
The preservation of this creek in direct commumcati~n with the open 
waters of the bay, may be of much value to the l:dJacent property. 
_By dredging that stream it will be as usefully ava1la_ble to that por­
tion of Jersey City and the town of Bergen, as what 1s ~nown as the 
Chicago river is to the interior of that western metropolis. . 

While the consideration of this reservation and o~ oLher extei:10r 
lines in this part ?f the b~y was_pe~ding, v:e ;Vere obliged to ,e~amrne 
,somewhat the claims of title which 1t was ms1sted pre~luded 1.,h1s _com­
mis~ion from advising any measure or regulations which _would mter­
fere with work there begun or contemplated by the Morns 0.1nal and 
Banking Company, and the Central Railroad Company of New J ers~y. 
We found the former had cribbed in below South street a large bas_m, 
,extending southwardly from their cana~ a~ South street ~owar9 Elhs's 
Island, as far as the present corporate hm1ts of Jersey City, ~ 1th. ~a.r­
row openings or breaks left in the easterly and westerly walla of said 
basin affordino- ino-ress and eo-ress to and from the waters of the cove 
behin'd said crib. 0W e found ~t the same time the _Central Ra_ilroad 
Company engaged in constructing a roadway by piers and solid em­
bankments from the Communipaw shore easterly to deep wate~, a 
distance of over 5,000 feet, and cutting through the southerly port1_on 
of the Morris Canal's basin above referred to. Both compames 
claimed to have adjusted the difference between themselve~ that ha_d 
formerly existed and now urged that the powers and duties of this 
,commission ought not to be exercised prejudicially to t~e works they 
had then in progress, or in contemplation, and _that their works were 
located upon grounds vested in them by authority of the State. 

Recognizing in both these powerful corporations valua?le acces­
sions to the wealth and enterprise of New Jersey, ~_nd special advan­
tages to the neighborhoods where they reach the tide waters of the 
Hudson this board were disposed to concede to each of them every 
conside;ation which_our duty, as Commissioners under this act, would 
dearly permit. . . , 

Doubts however arose at an early stage m our proceedlng0 , as to 
the sufficiency of the title of the railroad company, above named, be­
low low-water mark and those doubts not being removed, we folt t~at 
we would be unfaithful to the rights of the State, ff by our i;cq_ mes­
ence, as her representatives, we ~hould conclude the State agamst any 
just claims she might have had m that plac_e .. We therefor; des1:~d 
that pending the proceedings of the comm1ss1on, the rurther opeI a-Ins of the company could have been suspended until clearer con­

mation of their right, below low-water, could be procured. V{ e ~re 
11 of the opinion that the evidence is not clear ,t?at the State's title 
those lands bas been extinguished, and deem 1t to be our duty so 
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to report, in order that a distinct grant may, if it should be necessar/ ' 
be made upon proper terms to secure both parties. . '."""' 

But if we concede to both these corporations, powers titles rightt• ;'• 
an~ privileges in t~ese wat~rs, below South street, upo~ the basis on: : -~ 
which they r~spestively claim_ to possess them, we yet hold that these~"'· 
are, fr~m their na~u;e, subordmate to the public rights of navigation.~ 
Such titles and priv1,eges cannot, especially when they are not defined 
by metes and bounds by the sovereio-n authority be allowed to subvertr, 
<!r to any important extent in_terfe;e ~ith tho~e things which by the pub-,,~ ,,--
he law ~ught to be and are ;mphed reservat10ns. One of such implied 
reservat10ns, perhaps the prmmpal one consists of the substantial and 
:n:iore importan~ features of a navigable river or public harbor con­
sidered as a th1!1g for the use of public navigation and commerce. 
Every substantial feature of such river or harbor ought to be con­
sidered inviolable. 

Inasmuch as we conceive that it is expected of us that we are to 
P?int out p}ans and pr~visi~ns how such use may b~ conserved con­
sIStently with proper liberties for private improvements and advan­
tages, we_ do not hesitate to recommend that the interests of the State 
will :equu:e that at least as much of a reservation for navigable uses ' 
as this basm contemplates be maintained in this recess of the harbor 
an~ t~at the passage theret~ be required to be opened where it i; 
art1fimally obstructed, unless 1t shall appear that the title of the State 
has already been extinguished as claimed. 

_B~tween thirteen and fourteen acres of basin room will be left 
~1th1i: the bulkhead~, as they now lie. This may be disposed of, if it ' ' 
~s de.sire~, for_ the private uses for which it was designed; consider-
mg its s1tuat1on, such use as a still-water basin would be the most '\ ', 
suitable. ,, 

While the act demands of us to furnish information as to submerged , '\ 
, lancl~l " !,!i~_ight t? re~laim which has not. been granted by the State," /' 

a_nd the pre~ent right of the State therern," and "plans arid provi-'f 
s10ns for the improvement, use," &c. of said lands under water and 
enjoins upon us to "not interfere with any riohts already granted" 

, it cannot be possible that we were expected tg settle disputed titl;s. 
, That is tho provin_ce of the J. udiciary, and we do not mean to be unde1·- ,-
: ~tood as undert,akrng the absurdity of usurping their functions. ~ ~ ' ', 

w,form the legislature of the modes by which we think they may con-
~1stently and benefici~lly 1mpr";;ve the public waters, and promote the 
Just, and as we c,oncm ve, the unencumbered interests of the State. 

We have. sought all information that came in our way, and have 
gla~ly rece1_ved all that was offered, pertinent to the merits and de- \, '1c 
:ner1ts. ofth1s part of our work. What we now offer in respect to it · 
1s advisory, and we say that we have seen no clear act of cession 
g_rant or permission, whereby the extinguishment or diminution of th~ 
ng~t of the _State.has been ):>rought abont so as to prohibit the preser­
vat10n of this basm as pub he, and its improvement as provided for in 
the maps and report describing them . 
. Upon the general subject of right in lands under tide water, but / ·--.. 

little remains to be said at this day, in New Jersey That question 2 . 
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is fully settled. The State is the sncc~ssor to th~ Ki.ng o~ G;eat 
Britain in this title and at the revolution became mvested with it as 
a sover~ign and as the representative or trustee of her people. 

We Lave' however the peculiar feature in the cases of the Delaware 
and the HJdson, that the comp1e~eness o~ a sin~le river essenti:i,lly 
depends upon and consists ,of portions of 1t restmg upon the ~011 of 

1 two independent and coterminus ~tates. Each of such States is en-, 
J:ctitled to the completeness of the river. Each of them has some sort 

U of right, we think, to the good faith of the other,. against _the mutila­
tion or disturbance of that completeness as a navigable highway for 
both; add to this the common inte;est that all the States ma:y have 
in, the maintenance of the same umt of completeness as a thmg for 

~ i'1 - J, cs 

l \­
'I I ~,-~~ 
' ', 

- " 

common use. . 
The result of this peculiarity if:l, that a State, though by prero gahve 

and as proprietor for her peopl~, investe_d with the title of submer~ed 
lands within her borders, finds 1t necessary as a matter of good faith, 
to insert in, or imply by all her grants, to lands under the wa~e;s. of 
public rivers, particularly those between herself and a~ ad_Jornmg 
State, the injunction or proviso, that the interests of nav1gat10n are 

I~ l 

not to be injuriously interfered with. 
, We are to understand then that each of these States, New Jersey, 

, New York and Pennsylvania, while justified as the true and legal 
, i' owner of the soil un.der water within her boundaries, to grant and 

1 convey portions of such submerged lands to individuals, the uses to 
_, ) which such lands are to be put are. to be restrained by the sa~e maxim 

! which pertains to the use and enJoyment of other possess1oi:s and 
/ privileo-es. Each is to use his own in such a manner as will not 

I I wantoily or needlessly injure his neighbor. 
' Under such circumstances New Jersey stood the owner of these 

I' 
I 

lands overflowed by tide waters, and under such conditions. she was 
free consistently with good faith, to convey them from the high water 
ma;k to her boundary. If there is any exception to this, it is found 
in the case of such royal patents as in a few instances may have been 

, made to extend to the low w11,ter mark. Though the effect of such a 
grant, made by the royal authority, h~s been a subject o~ controversy 
so far as the shore or space between high and low water is concerned, 

,l we do not know that this particular question needs to aris~ i_n this 
investigation. There has been at least one such patent withm t~_? 
scope of these maps, but we apprehend no controversy can now anse 
concerning it. . . 

We have had our attention directed to an opinion that some rnd1-
viduals hold, that the proprietary right to lan?s under ~ide wat~r 
within the ancient towns of Bergen and Woodbridge, pertams to said 
towns and not to the State ; that they hold them by charters as suc­
cessors in the proprietorship to the Duke of~ ork, and th?se w~o h~ld 
under him · and that said towns became mvested with said title 
before the s~rrender by the proprietors to Queen An~e, in 1702 ; that 
said lands not being included in the surren_der, re1;1am ~o. the respec­
tive towns above named. We do not consider this pos1t10n tenable, 
nor do we find that it has ever been seriously entertained by 
more than a few persons, though it still bas advocates. We 
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think t~e idea ta~es its rise from a misapprehension of the terms em­
ployed m the ancient charters referred to. 

While the State was, in strictness, the owner of these lands to high 
:water mark, we cannot but be struck with the remarkable fact, that 
the State throughout the whole period of her independent legislation 
s9 frequ~ntly by express terms? limite~ her grants of lands unde; 
the public water, to the space m front of the uplands of the grantees, 
-and that so seldom the full power was attempted to be exerted to 
grant the sub~erged !ands to a stranger to the opposite upland. The 
,extreme J?~ucity of mstances of the latter kind, and the abounding 
number of mstances of the other description had almost driven the 
courts to a~andon the strict common law doctrine. 

But the passage of the law commonly known as the " Wharf act ii 
-0f March _18th, 1_851, served, we think, as a very decided indicati~n 
of the policy wlnch the State had determined to establish with refer­
ence to the_ relation of ~·iparian ?W~ers to submerged lands. 

The Legi~lat_m:e findrng that i~ Innumerable instances, by her own 
suffera_nce, m_dividuals had acqmred title to reclaimed lands in con­
tact with theu· upland, and that the same thing was sure to occur in 
-count;e,ss more_cases, g,ave a general license, in accordance with the 
preva1~rn& sentnnent. of the people, in its favor, to all persons to im­
prove m ~ront of tbeu· lands to low water mark, and by express terms 
gave the i~provements when made to the improver's own exclusive 
use. And it has now become a settled rule that "if the owner of 
land bounded by the shore upon tide water make improvements upon 
-0r reclaim the ~hore adjoining hi~ lands, the part of the slwre so im­
proved or reclanned belongs to him." And in the other branch of the 
wl;iarf act, w~ find _that though lic,mse must be obtained under the 
State auth:mt.Y: to unprove b~yond the low water line, yet that license 
must by direct10n of the Legislature be limited to the riparian owner 
alone, and cannot be extended to another. 

Taking then_ the effect of the judicial decision, the limitations in 
numerous special grants made at remote periods, prior to 1851, the 
terms of t~e ~h~rf act, and numerous grants subsequent thereto with 
the same 1trr:11tat10n, and the absence of express legislation to the con­
trary effect m more recent years, especially in reference to private 
-~rantees, _and_ we think the conclusion a fair one, that the State pre­
fers th_e nl?arian owner to a stranger as a grantee of lands in front of 
such np~rian owner. The e~ect of the above circumstances is not 
necess:mly to debar th_c Sta~e from making her grants to others if she 
choo~es ~o to do. Neither 1s it tha_t the State is bound to convey to 
the riparian owner, whether she wishes to do so or not. But it cer­
ta~nly shows that s_he will prefer the shore owner to any other. To 
!his e~~ent, we believe, we ~!Y safely go in determining the relation 
m which the shore owner stancls at the present time to the State 1n 
respect to submerged lands. , 

We advise that th~ present system with regard to the shore, that is, ) 
the lan~ between high and low. water mark, be continued leaving it 
la~ful for the owner of lands situate " along or upon tide water to 
build docks or wharves upon the shore in front of his lands and in 
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ti 
1 any other way to improve the same, and when so built upon to appro--

priate the same to his own use," and further that no absolute grant 
, be made of the State's title in such shore unimproved, except to the-
- owner of the adjacent upland in. front of which . the shore lies, and 

'-_ ) that such grant, W?ich the State 1s _to have the option to make o~ ~:10t, 
-, (shall if made be w1tho"!1L<;QA!.J>~f;l~~h~_I02..11 .. ~ ~_p.2,_er_su~~other. conditions 

,. as the interests of navigation shall seem to reqmre m that mstance. 
-,: And we also recommend that within the next succeeding five years 

<: .:~: no grants of ]and under tide w_ater. below lo'Y water mark shall be 
f' \ , ' -, made to any other than to the r1panan owner, m front of whose shore 
'f • ) line such lands below low water lie, an~u1h g:rants do not e!tend: 
'111 , _ -~, 'tt be~nd the exterior lines fixed as_Jhe 1 i or improvements; and· 

1
./·i'I\ ';:::_:-.£\ thasuch grants oe upon such conditions and such restrictions in each 

1 
I ii, · 1 instance as the Legislature may choose to impose for the improvement-
! - li of navigation and commerce; and that such grantee pay unto the 

'. -:'1:I ,. , treasury of the State as a consid~ration for the grant, one-fourth of 
I': the appraised marketable val?-~ of the lands, to be ascert~ined at the 
·' • " time of such grant, the remammg three-fourths to be retamed by the-
I ; grantee as an inducement for making the improvement ; that so much 

, Ii\ vf the wharf act abs relates1todtbe gdratnhting ofl~c~nsebs for idmpbrov1eme~t& 
11, below low water e repea e ; an at provision e ma e y aw J.Or 
I,', 1. , making such grants, and appraising the compensation to be paid: 
!' ~9}, ... therefor. It s~ould m all cases b_e op~ional wit~ the State to convey 

/l,✓or not as the circumstances and d1smehon may•d1ctate. 
' · We are not prepared to take the lead in advising that the shore 

owner has now by law an absolutely vested right to this preference, 
indefeasable except by force of the power of eminent domain and _bring­
in"' compensation for 'the defeasance. We find that the opimons of 

) 

i le~rned men differ on this point, and we prefer to leave the settlement 
'\ of that question to the constitutional tribunals. 

Neither are we now prepared, nor can we be prepared without a 
great deal more time and opportunity for examination, to decide two 

· other matters that relate to the making of future grants. 
Those two matters are the following: first, what lands shall be 

·" deemed to be in front of each particular riparian owner i second, 
,! what value have these lands beyond low water as the subjects of sale t 
) As to the first, it is found that although what is sometnnes called 

-( the Massachusetts rule explained in Deerfield vs. Anns 17, Pick 41, 
, which ha;, found much favor in some states, arpears to be applicable 

to much of the territory contained in these maps, yet there are local-
ities where pa1-tial d~viations would be un~voidable. . 

The equitable adJustment of thos~ portions among proprieto~s as 
the shore is now owned, would reqmre a great deal of care and time, 
an until the exterior lines shall be ado ted, the apportionment will 
~e premature; or .a apportionment will be somewhat dependent 
upon these exterior lmes. 

It is manifest that equal areas could not be allotted to all who own an equal base of shore lme; because the relative location of the exte­
rior hnes constantly differs throughout the whole range of the survey. 
This disparity is therefore unavoidable. 
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fiiln the:ab~ence of any special rule in our State whereby to make 
'.Buch 3:pportionment, we presume it will be proper for the Legislature 
to designate what the allotments shall be. 

The report of Mr. Bacot furnishes an illustration of one plan that 
may easily determine this matter, and we respectfully refer to what 
•he ~ays upon the subject. No opportunity has been had for fully 
testu~g that plan throughout the entire survey; and yet it is evident 
that if shore owners alone are hereafter to be grantees the making of 
.the :7ery_ first grant that may hereafter be applied for, ~ill involve the 
.application of some fixed rule upon this subject. 
. The matter of valuation is still more minute in its details than the 
former. Scarcely_ any two consecutive areas of an acre each are of the 
same valu~ as subJects of sale, and, constantly changing surroundings 
•cause contmual fluctuations of values. 

. In ve~y many places within the range of these maps, these varia­
,t10ns .will be perpetually going on. We do not see how a fixed 
~ppra1sal could now be arranged that would not work great injustice 
.J.n the future. 

4s was urged !n the earlier part of this report, the greatest benefit 
bhich the State 1s to deriv~ from ~uch improvements as alone should 

e t~ler:i,te~ on any t_erms, 1s to arise from the commercial navigation' 
.and its rnc1dents, whwh such improvements will surely stimulate on' 
.our sh?res. Compared with these results, any mere pecuniary com­
pensation. upon the sale -of _these lands would be insignificant. Still 
when private emolument 1s to be made from the acquisition of 
~h~se lands .and the advantages and privileges connected with them 
it 1s not amiss that the State should receive a share of the benefit fo; 
the use of all her citizens. 

Inasmuch as applicati?ns for water grants may become more and 
more freque1;1t hereafter, 1t would perhaps be advisable that the State 
·shou~d c_onstitute a boa.rd with discretion and power to investigate such 
applications, to determme values and conditions, and to attend minutely 
to all th:i,t may be necessary or desirable to be adjusted before the con­
.summation of the transaction. 

. By the laws of New York there is a state board called the commis­
sioners of the land office, and consists of the Lieutenant Governor 
the Speaker of the Assembly, the Secretary of State, the Comptroller: 
the Tre~sm:er, the Attorney General and Surveyor General, to whom 
all applications for grants of land under th~ navigable waters must 
,be made, and by whom, according to certain rules grants are to be 
·consummated. 

A suitable ?o~rd ?f fewer persons _for ascertaining and settling- at 
least all prehm1!1ar1es for grants 1mght be of much use here. We 
.allude to the subJect as one worthy of consideration 

Should the investigation of the subject referred t~ us by the pre­
·~ent act be pursued hereafter more in detail, and to completion there 
is no doubt that .~c,re definite information upon almost all thede mat­
ters would be elicited. 

We have appended abstracts of such grants and licenses for im­
provements as belong to the ran~e of these surveys. Some of these 
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APPENDIX "A." 

To the Honorable the Board of Commissioners appointed to ascertain 
the rights of the State, and qf riparian owners, to the lands lying 
under tlie waters of the Hudson river and the bay qf New York, 
and tlze lands adjacent thereto: 

GENTLEMEN-The undersigned, charged with the duty of superintend­
ing the surveys and examinations of that part of the state of N ewJ ersey, 
lymg upon the Hudson river and bay of New York, and of recom­
mending exterior lines beyond which no encroachments should be 
permitted, would respectfully submit the following report of the pro­
gress of the survey, and a description of the exterior lines which are 
recommended for your adoption. 

It being apparent that the work contemplated in the act prescribing 
the duties of your honorable body, could not be fnlly accomplished 
before the present session of the legislature, that portion of the 
shore front deemed most important, by reason of its liability to speedy 
improvement, was selected for investigation. 

Two surveying parties commenced operations about the middle of 
July last. To the first, under the direction of Mr. Thomas Hughes, 
was entrusted the examination of the shores and lands l_ying under 
water in front thereof, from the northerly boundary line of the state, 
on the Hudson 1iver, to Castle point, near the city of Hoboken-a 
distance of eighteen and one half miles. 

The second party, under Messrs. F. J. Mallory and William W. 
Miller, city surveyors of Jmsey city, continued the line of survey, 
from Castle point southerly to En yard's wharf, on the Kill Von Kull 
river-a distance of fourteen miles. 

The work accomplished thus far by these geutlemen,who continued 
.their examinations as long as the season would permit, is divided into 
sections of convenient size, as exhibited on the accompanying maps, 
.showing the peculiarities of the formation of the shores, and such 
particulars as were deemed essential to a fall elucidat10n of the 
subject. 

These sectional maps are drawn on a scale of four hundred feet per 
inch, and numbered from one to seven inclusive. 

Two general maps are also furnished, marked ''A" and "B," con­
taining all the data and particulars of those first mentioned, on a 

:I 
I 

:I 
I 
I 



26 COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 

reduced scale, for the purpose of giving a comprehensive view of the 
entire shore front which has been surveyed. 

On map "B" is also included a correct delineation of the territory 
embraced within an area of ten miles west of the ha1bor of New 
Y o:k, consisting of portions of the _count.ies of H~1dson, Essex and 
Umon, showing the routes of the various lmes of railroads, canals and 
other public improvements, traversmg this section of the state, and 
having their termini upon our shores. This map gives a just concep­
tion of the vast commercial interests already located upon these 
shores, and exhibits the necessity of making early and ample provi­
sion for its future accommodation and development. 

Upon the sectional maps are shown the positions of the bulkheadst 
piers and other structures on the water front existing at the present 
time, with their dimensions ; also the original shore lines, as far as 
could be determined from authentic data, together with the reputed 
ownership of water fronts, and the grants which have been made by 
the state, or by boards of freeholders, under the wharf act of 1851. 

The lines recommended and drawn on the maps, as exterior linee,. 
for solid filling and for piers, will be taken up and described in the 
order of the sections, as laid down thereon. 

SECTION No. 1.-From the northerly boundary line of the state to, 
Closter's landing. 

This section has a shore frontage of three and :five-eighth miles upon, 
the Hudson river, the average width of the river being one mile. 

The precipitous walls of the Pa1isades extend along its entire 
length, leaving little or no breadth of shore at the base, and conse­
quently form a barrier to any communication with the interior. This, 
together with its remoteness from the centre of business, present 
obstacles such as will preclude any probability of its early or practi­
cable improvement. 

As a guide, however, for extensions which may be made from the 
easterly shores of the river, the exterior line for solid :filling is drawn 
at an average distance of four hundred feet from the natural shore1 

and the pierhead line is extended five hundred feet easterly of, and 
parallel with the line of solid :filling. 

SECTIONS Nos. 2, 3 and 4.-From Closter's landing to Bull's ferry. 
Similar remarks, as observed of the preceding, will apply to the 

probable remote improvement of the shores of these sections-the 
steep walls of the Palisades continuing as far as Fort Lee, with high 
bluffs extending south of this point, to Weehawken cove. 

At a point about three thousand feet northerly of Fort Lee, and at 
Pleasant Valley landing, south of the same, which are respectively 
opposite Fort Washington and Manl1attanville, on the New Y 0ik side, 
occnr hrn important contractions in the width of the river. At 1he 
point opposite Fort vVashington, the river is three thousand five 
buudred feet in width, and opposite Pleasant Valley landing, four 
thousand two hundred and fifty feet. 

At these points the line for solid filling is drawn near the natural 
shore. With these exceptions, the lines indicated for solid filling, and 
for the extension of piet s, a1 e the same as recommended for the first 
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section. The shore front embraced by these sections is eleven miles; 
and the average width of the river is one mile. 

SEOTION No. 5.-From Bull's ferry to Castle point, at Hoboken. 
The shores of the southerly portion of this section already exhibit 

evidences of commercial activity. 
The ~niformity of the currents in this locality, together with the 

protection afforded from the prevailing winds of winter, offer great 
facilities for the establishment of wet basins, warehouses, shipyard& 
and improvements of a like character. The shore of the river here­
makes the first important deflection from its general course, the 
·greatest indentation being twenty-two hundred feet, forming what is 
known as the Weehawken cove. Immediately south of this cove, the 
rocky bluff known as Castle point, projects into the river, narrowing 
the st:ream to a width of three thousand feet. 

The line of solid :filling recommended for this section commences at 
Bull's ferry on the north, six hundred and seventy foet easterly from 
th~ shore, and continues in a straight line to the shore at Brower's ~· 
pomt; thence to the northeasterly corner of the basin of the Hudson ~:,,,, ,I- , 1 

River Coal Company; thence, in a curved line, to the end of the pier ,l'l · ', 1 

of the Venango Oil Company, and from thence curves to a point thirty " 
feet easterly of the stone wall at Castle point. 

The pierhead line commences five hundred feet easterly of the line 
of solid filling at Bull's ferry, and continues parallel with the line of 
solid filling, to a point five hundred feet easterly of the northeasterly 
corner of _th·e basin of the Hudson River Coal Company; thence, in 
a curved hue, to a point two hundred feet easterly of the line of solid 
filling at Castle point. 

It is recommended that in the construction of all piers which may 
be extended into the Hudson river, within these limits beyond the 
lir:e of solid filling, no crib work of stone an4 timber ~hall be per­
mitted; but that the piers shall be built on piles, for the purpose of 
allowing the unobstructed passage of the water beneath them. 

The width of the river between the shores of New Jersey and 
New York, upon this section, is as follows: at Bull's ferry four thou­
san<l six hundred feet, at Weehawken ferry four thousand nine hundred 
and fifty feet, at Day's point four thousand six hundred feet, and at 
Castle point three thousand feet. 

The river front of the above five sectional maps is shown by the­
general map marked "A," on a scale of one thousaml three hundred 
and twenty feet per inch. 

,.,,,L. The. general shoalness o~ th~ water on.this side of the river makes, 
1 1t advisable that the extenor hues for solid filling and for piers should 

be carded out to a much greater exter:t than is necessary on the New 
York side, where, from the direction of the currents, deep water is 
found near the shore. Care, however, has been observed, in deter­
mining the location of these lines, to preserve, as much as possible, 
-the capacity and general direction of the stream. 

The surveys of the shores embraced within these five sections hav­
ing. occupied the greater part of the season during which such work 
could be conducted} no opportunity v.as allowed for obtaining the 
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i!:.:I:. rll\1 ~ soundings necessary to their completion. From the best information, 
11, however, that could be obtained in regard to them, and with data 
1 'I ! ,. furnished by the coast survey charts, it is believed that the positions 

I:, '(r ,f: indic~ted by these lines will af!'2~d _suffi_5;ient _d_ep_th ___ of ~a_t~~ for com-
:' .]' J\'.}/_,merc1~l purpose_s. ~hey ar~ conseque~tly ~eco~menaed for your 

1 ii t't1!t-, ;✓ adoption until time 1s perm1tted for their venficat10n by actual mea-
l! '.; ::~\.--s'urement of such soundings. 
, . >-, 0·l,l:', - Where the lines are described on the maps, opposite points where 
~: ,_ - , ,,~: cno desiO'nated monuments exist, it will be necessary to determine them 

1 ', • '' • hereaft~r, should they be adopted, _by permanent landmarks. 
; j SECTION No. 6.-From Castle pomt, near Hoboken, to the southeast-

1 ! I "\ • 1 • ,erly corner of the bulkhead of the Central Railroad Company, of 
1 ii New Jersey . 

. l:,' This section embraces the river front of the c;ties of Hoboken and 
1li1 ' Jersey city, and is in length four miles. 

'

1f!I Immediately below Castle point, the river commences to increase 
, :,II[ in width, and 1:10 continues until, at the Pavonia ferry, it becomes five 

,1 :'.'I thousand two hundred feet wide; at the Central Railroad Company's 
1 1 ferry it is five thousand feet wide. 

1
• I j South of the city of Hoboken, Harsimus cove, the second deep 
1-lii1 indentation of the shore as it formerly existed, has been in a great 

1
' \ 111, measure obliterated, in the filling up of the flats, by the Long Dock 
f I' • 

I and Erie }failway compames, and by individuals. 
I · A bulkhead of stone and timber has been extended along the easterly 

: I,.· line of Hudson street, from Pavonia avenue to the city of Hoboken, 
, and the intervening space, west of the same, is now being rapidly 

' ; ' reclaimed and converted into building sites for railroad depots, ware­
houses and commercial purposes. 

South of Pavonia avenue, as far as South Seventh street, the cove 
still preserves its original boundaries, with one or two unimportant 
reclamations of land under water on its western margin. 

The narrow projection of land, formerly known as North point, on 
the southern side of the cove, with the contiguous lands under water, 
has, within the last five or six years, been filled up by enclosing the 
space south of the centre of South Seventh street, and west of Hudson 
street, with a bulkhead, and reclaiming the lands, principally with the 
mud dredged from the bed of the river. 

The shore front east of Hudson street, between Wayne street and 
the Morris canal basin, has been extended to an average distance of 
abont three hundred and twenty-five feet, into the river. 

The only remaining reclamation of lands under water, to be noticed, 
1s tbat commenced by the Central Railroad Company of New Jersey, 
-011 the southerly side of Jersey city, within the last two years, and 
wbich is now progressing on eitber side of the route of the road, as 
shown on the map. 

The centre line of tbe road is about one thousand four hundred and 
fourteen feet southerly of and parallel with South street, Jersey city. 
The inclosure made since the year 1862 by the Morris Canal Com­
pany, by bulkheads forming a basin containing about thirty-three acres, 
Jies south of South street, Jersey city, between Hudson street and a 
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point seventy-five feet easterly of Washington street. It is understood 
that th~ southerly portion of this basin is now occupied bj the Cen­
tral Railroad Company of ~ ew Jersey, in pursuance of an agree­
ment between these compames. 

The line of solid filling recommended for this section commences 
thirty feet ea.sterl>'. of the stone wall at Castle po~nt, and curving 
meets the straight hne drawn to tbe head of the prnr at the foot of 
Second street, in the city of Hoboken · thence to the intersection of 
the northerly line of North Fifth st~·eet, in Jersey city, produced 

• three hnndred and fifty feet easterly of the bulkhead at Hudson street 
(as said street is lai~ down. on th~ map of Pavonia, eighteen hundred 
and four) ; thence 1t contmnes, m a straight line, to a point four 
hundred feet east?rly of Hudson street (as said street is laid down on 
map of the associates of the Jersey Company), in the southerly line 
of South street produced. 

The easterly ~id~ o~· the bulkhead of the Central Railroad Company 
of New Jersey 1s md I c.ited as the line of solid fillin O' in front of their 
improvements, heiug three hundred feet easterly of ~nd parallel with 
the line of Hudson street. 

Th~ pi~r~e~d line comme~ces two hundred feet easterly of the line 
of sohd fillm~ at Castle pomt, and curving, ~eets the straight line 
drawn to a pomt four hundred feet easterly of the end of the pier at 
Second street, Hoboken; thence to a point five hundred and seventy­
five feet e:ist(•rly of the line of solid filling at North Fifth street 
Jersey city; thence continues, in a straight line, to a point fou; 
hundred and five feet easterly of the line of solid filling at South 
street produced. 

Opposite the bulkhead of the Central Railroad Company of New 
Jersey, the pierhead line is extended four hundred feet easterly of 
and parallel with the line of solid filling. ' 

On the sou th side of Jersey city, the extension of the Central rail­
road into the bay will, unless provision shall be made for a tidewater 
basin in the i11termL,diate space, entirely cut off riparian owners west 
of tJ:ie westerly bulkhead of the Morris Canal Company, from ~ccess 
to tide w,iter, and will also deprive the inhabitants of Jersey city of 
the commercial advantages naturally to be expected from the ow~er­
ship or possession of said right. 

'.{'o avoiu an evil ·which ~ust, pro".e so detrimental to public and 
private nghts, a plan of basms for sh1pping and warehousing purposes 
1s presented, w~icl1_ w1.'l, it is. believed, obviate this difficulty and 
prove, s1innld tlns pL, ,, m your Jndgment seem feasible and consistent 
with lh,· rights 01 0Lners-hi,2;hly advantageous both to the shore­
ow11ers 8ncl to the public generally. 
. The plan proi::oses the formation of two wet basins on the southerly 

s1ue of Jersey mt,·, and north of the line of solid fillinO' marked out 
for. the. Central R,,ilroad_ Company's improvements. 0 The smaller 
basm will be formed, on 1ts e~sterly and westerly sides, by the bulk­
heads put _dow~ by the Morns Canal Company, and now existing 
betwe~n lJornts s1xty feet ~as~ of Hudson and seventy-five feet east of 
WashmgLOn streets; and on 1ts northerly and southerly sides, by the 
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southerly line of South street, and a bulkhead to be put down three 
hundred feet northerly of and parallel with the_ line of solid filli~g 
.shown for the improvements to be made by said company. It will 
be necessary that portions of the easterly and westerly bulkhea<ls 
should be removed for the purpose of securing a passage way (intended 
to be three hundred feet in width) for vessels to the larger basin on 
the west. This basin will contain a water space of about thirteen acres. 

The larger basin will be bounded, on its northeasterly side, by the li_ne 
of solid filling drawn three hundred feet ~outherly of a;11d parallel with 
the northerly line of South street; on its westerly side by the sa~e 
line drawn one hundred feet easterly of and parallel with Vanek 
street· on its southerlv side by the line of solid filling marked for the 
i.mpro~ements of the· Central Railroad Company of New Jersey j 
and on its easterly side by the westerly bulkhead of the smaller 
·basin, with the passage way of three hundred feet in width, as above 
described. This basin will contain a watei· space of about fifty-three 
acres. 

Piers projecting three hundred feet into this•basin are shown at the 
terminations of Washington, Van V orst, Warren, Henderson and 
Grove streets, Jersey city, which are designed to be connect~d at 
Washington, Van V orst and Grove streets, by means of bridges 
(having draws of fifty feet in width) with the lands to be formed on 
the southerly side, adjoining the·Central Railroad of New f ersey. 

The waters of Mill creek will fl.ow into the basin at its westerly 
termination. 

SECTION No. 7.-From the bulkhead of the Central Railroad Com­
pany of New Jersey to Enyard's dock, on the river Kill.Von Kull .. 

This section includes the great bay, on the southerly side of Jersey 
city, known as Communipaw cove, divided into two parts by the 
projecting headland of Cavan po!nt. The length of the norther~y 
portion of the cove, between the improvements of the Central Rail­
road Company and Cavan point, is two miles measured along the 
shore lines, and its greatest indentation six thousand eight hundred 
feet from Bedloe's Island. The shore line of the southerly portion, 
between Cavan and Constable points, is five and one-eighth miles in 
length-its greatest indentation twelve thousand :five hundred feet 
west of Robbin's reef light. 

The depth of water upon the flats at mean high tide is shown, by 
the soundings, to ,be of a uniform average of nine feet, no percept_1ble 
increase of deposit appearing to have taken place upon them srnce 
similar examinations were made by the Coast Survey department, 
and shown upon their charts. From borings which have been made 
upon these flats, between Cavan point and Jersey city, the depth of 
mud is found to vary from eighte~n _to twenty-fl.ye feet, to ~he hard 
bottom; and nothing appears to exist 1~1 the material composmg th~se 
fl.a.ts that would likely offer any ser10us obstacle to the formation 
of a' navigable channel on the westerly sides of Ellis', Bedloe's and 
Oyster islands. 

The increasing demands made, within a few years past, by the 
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great lines of railroads, canals and other public and private enter­
prises, for enlarged accommodations and facilities at their termini on 
the western shores of the harbor, have attracted public attention to 
the improvement of these cov:es and the submerged lands in front of 
them. With the advantages universally conceded to the shores of 
New Jersey, in affording safe and con ,enient anchorages for vessels 
at all seasons of the year, with an almost entire freedom from ice 
during the winter, enabling shipping to arrive and depart without" 
delay or difficulty, no doubt exists that these coves will ere long. be 
improved and made available for the purposes of commerce, and that 
basins, piers and warehouses, to accommodate the grnat traffic which 
must inevitably centre upon them, will he constructed. 

Any plan of improvement which may be devised to accomplish this 
object, must also keep in view an important consideration-namely, 
to preserve the harbor from encroachments, so extensive in their 
character as to impair the main channels and currents of the bay 
and consequently, its usefulness for the general requirements of 
commerce. 

Betweeu the two states, enjoying in common the unrivaled advan­
tages afforded by the position and capacity of the harbor of New 
York, no difference of interest can be anticipated; therefore, the 
waters which wash the respective shores should be jealously guarded 
from encroachments which, if unwisely permitted by either, must 
prove a common calamity. 

The State of New York, about the year 1856, impressed with these 
views, instituted a commission to investigate this subject, which 
resulted in the establishment of exterior lines for solid filling, and for 
tae extension of piers in front of the shores of that state. The elabo­
rate report of this commission upon the subject, predicated upon . the 
advice of an advisory counsel, composed of officers of the Coast Sur­
vey and of the most eminent engineers of the country, has furnished 
data and scientific observations of great value to those charged with 
a similar duty by the authorities of this state. 

""" J One of the many important conclusions resulting from their exami­
f -nation of the subject, the correctness of which cannot be controverted, 
J has special reference to these extensive coves which indent the western 

sides of the harbor-namely, that they form the great tidal reservoirs 
which serve to furnish and keep up th~ volume of water, essential to 
the preservation of the currents and channels of the harbor, and that 
should these reiceptacles of the tides be materidly diminished, disas­
trous consequences to the general usefulness aiad saf.,ty of the harbor 
must ensue. 

The question then arises, how far can these coves be filled up and 
made available for the purposes of settlement and commerce, without 
incurring a liability to this danger 1 

The proposition advocating the extension of an exterior line to the 
deep water of the channel, east of Ellis' and Bedloe's islands, and 
reclaiming the immense area of fiats lying between this line and the 
present shores of the coves, would-even if practicable or probable of 
:accomplishment-most certainly so disturb the present channels and 
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currents of the bay, and lesse1; the volume of tidal w~ter, as to involve_ 
the serious consequences predicted of such a proceed.mg. 

The plan recommended ~nd shown on the se~tion-wherein the 
exterior line for solid filling is extended about midway between the 
present shores and the line of islands, and a navigable channel pro­
prosed between these shores thus extended and the islands-s~erns t? 
meet both of these requirements, in furnishing ample space for busi­
ness pnrposes, without abstracting materi_ally the volume of wat~r 
now fl.owing over this space. By the fillmg up of th~ fl_ats to this­
solid line, and thus confini~g the fl.ow of the wa~er, u! i!s passage 
to and from the sea, to straight and easy c~rved lm_es, it is not 1;n­
reasonable to believe that the soft alluvial soil composmg the material 
of these flats will yield to the increased action of the tides and cur 
rents and that thereby a navigable channel, of from eighteen to, 
twenty feet in depth at me~n high water, will be forn:ed. 

This result might be materially hastened should dre_dgmg b~ r~sorted 
to and since the mud can be used with advantage m reclaimmg the 
p~rtion to be filled up the cost of this dredging would be greatly 
diminished and both operations mio-ht be carried out simultaneously. 
In this way the volume of water abstracted from the reclaimed space 
will be restored by the deepened part forming the channel, and no 
distm bino- influences be created in the adjacent parts of the harbor. 
The pier: to be extended out in front of the line of solid filling should 
be constructed so as to allow the free passage of the water beneath 
them . 

.An examination of the map must convince a ?asual observer, !hat 
by the obliteration of the he~dlands of Cavan poii:t and other nnnor 
projections, of the cove, by_ fillu~g, ~nd the subst1~ut10n_ of the p~opos~d 
easy curves and regular Imes md1c~ted for solid fillmg, the tide~, m 
their daily fl.ow to and from the sea mto and through such an openmg, 
must naturally produce the effect of removing this mud from the 
bottom and form a channel, as described. 

Shou'ld however the actual operation of this plan prove contrary 
to our anticipation~, it'is evident ~h~t n? inju~·ious effect_ will. be p~o­
duced upon any interest, by the hm1tat10n of the exterior line to its 
present position. . . . . . 

W itL these views the lmes shown as exterior Imes for solid fill mg 
and for piers, on thi~ section, are recommended for your consideration, 
and may be descr~be~ ~s follows: 

The lioe for solid fillmg commences at the sout~easterly corner of 
tlie bulkhead of the CenLral Railroad Company of New Jersey, and 
from thence rnns westerly and parallel with the centre line of _said 
railroad, twenty-four hundred feet (2400); thence~ sout~erly, m a 
straight line, to a point twenty-five hund~·ed feet (2?00) distant \lll a 
course south forty-one (41) degrees and th;rty (30) mmutes _east), from 
the most easterly extremity of Cavan pomt; t~ence curvmg to t~e 
rio-ht with a radius of thirteen hundred and thuty feet (1330), a d1s­
ta~c; of thirteen hundred feet (1300); thence on a tangent sixteen 
hundred and twenty (1620) feet; thence curving to the rig~1t, with a, 

f radius of nineteen hundred and seventy (1970) feet, a distance of 
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nineteen hundred and fifty (1950) feet; thence on a tangent, for a 
distance of sixty-five hundred and sixty (6560) feet; thence curving 
to the left, with a radius of twenty-six hundred and ninety (2690) feet, 
a distance of thirty-two hundred and :fifty (3250) feet; thence on a. 
tangent, a distance of twenty-six hundred and forty (2640) feet; 
thence curving to the right, with a radius of six hundred and thirty 
(630) feet, a distance of ,nine hundred and forty (940) feet, to a point 
two hundred and thirty (230) feet northeasterly of the pier of tho 
Hazard Powder Company, at Constable's point; thence on a tangent 
a distance of two hundrnd and thirty (230) feet, to a point twenty (20) 
feet northerly of the head of sairl pier. 

The exte! ior line for piers commences at a point four hundred ( 400) 
feet easterly of and at right angles with the bulkhec1d of the Central 
railroad; thence curving to the righ~, with a radius of five hundred 
(500) feet, a distance of seven hnndred and ninety (790) feet,; thence 
on a tangent, sixteen hundred and thirty (1630) feet; thence curving 
to the left, with a radius of six hundred and twenty-five (625) feet, a 
distance of six hundred and seventy (670) feet; thence in a straight 
line parallel with the line of solid filling, and five hundred (500) feet 
easterly thereof, a distance of seventy-nine hundred and sixty (7960) 
feet; thence curving to th,J left, with a radius of eighteen hundred 
and thirty (1830) feet, a distance of seventeen hundred and eighty 
(1780) feet ; thence 011 a tangent, and parallel with the line of solid 
filling, sixteen hundred and twenty (162C) feet; thence curving to the 
left,with a radius of fourteen hundred and seYenty(1470) feet, a distance 
of fonrteen hundred (1400) feet; thence parallel with the line of solid 
filling, sixty-five hundred and eighty (6580) feet; thence curving to 
the left, with a radius of twenty-one hundred and ninety (2190) feet, 
a distance of twenty-six hundred and ninety (2690) feet; thence par­
allel with the line of solid :filling, twen~y-three hundred (2300) feet; 
thence m a gradual curve, nineteen hundred and forty (1940) feet to 
a point two hundred' and five (205) feet, southeasterly of the line 1 

of solid filling, at the_ pier of the Hazard Powder Company, at Oon- / 
stable's point. 

KILL VON KULL RIVER. 

The surveys of this channel, between the waters of Newark bay 
and the bay of New York, have extended to the distance of about 
two miles west of Constable's point. .From Constable's point to the 
dock ot the Sulphur works, its width between the opposite shores is 
two thousand feet; west of the last mentioned point, it widens to 
two thousand five hundred feet, occasioned by the divergence of the 
northerly shore, and forming what is known as.Northeast harbor. 

Deep water is found at an average distance of about one hundred 
and fifty feet from the general line of the shore, except in front of 
that portion lying opposite the above mentioned cove, where the 
distance between the line of twenty feet water and the shores of this 
cove, at the mouth of Platt,r, Kill creek, is nine hundred and fifty 
feet. 
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Acres-•• 

Section No. 5-Bull's Ferry to Cas5Ie Point ... •••.••• ; ... • • • • :~: 
" " 6,-----Castle Point to bulkhead of C. R. R. Co ..... . 
11 " 7-0. R. R. to Enyard's wharf, on K. V. Kull.- . . . 181(). 

Total.. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307& 

GENERAL REMARKS, 

·~ The subject under consideration opens so. vast a. field for inquiry 
and mature reflection, that to some the views whJCh have be~n ~d­
vanced as to the extent and future development of commercrnl m­
terests 'upon, thes~ ~bores, may _seem. sp~cnlat1ve. and pre~ature. 
Should euch an oprnion be entertamecl, 1ts fallacy might be m<1de ap-. 
parent by the experience. and course of action attendant thereon,~~! 
the principal con:merc1al cities of the woilcl.. . ' . , 

It may be confidently affirmed, that there 1~ no commercial p01~ of 
importance in Europe which 1s not to-day see:!m1g room for expans10n. 
And it is well known that in the commercial ernpoiiums of Engl_and 
·mprovements of the most substantial and magnifice11 t propcrt10ns 
1have giv(m way to. the constan~ly increasi~& d~rr.rnnds of cornr~erce. 

In London and Liverpool-neither of wh1cn cities are compai able, 
so far as reoards natnral advantages, with the sho1 es of the connt:y of 
Hudson, frgnting upon the bay of New York-extensive portion_s of 
thickly populated districts have been pnrc:hase_d and converted ~nto 
basins docks and warehouses, in 0rder that smtahle accornmodat10ns 
and fa'cilities might be seemed for mercantile interests. . 

The expense incur1 ed in the purchase of sue h lands, and their ap­
purtenances is almost incredible, and should se:ve to awaken our 
people to a 'full realization of their future wants, and to ~he wisdom 
of devoting a large portion of the lands lymg upon and m front of 
our shores to these objects. . . 

I have specifically referred to the method ,,hich I thmk shoul<l be 
adopted for the irnpr_ovement of_ the soutlie1ly sho1e fr~nt of_ Jersey 
City. This appeared important, rnasrnuch as the necessitie~ tor pub­
lic wharves and commercial conveniences have already elicited the 
serious attention of the business men of onr city. It is a fact, stnm,ge 
as trne, that with a municir:aJity numberin~ ~hirty-five thousand m­
habitants and evidently des10-ned for a flour1shm!.; seaport, there sh"uld 
exist no ~ore than one public wl\arf for the accommodation of the 
business operations of the community. 

Is it surprisino- that under such circumstances the channels of com­
mercial prosperity should have flo,:ed, ~]most entirely. into the me­
tropolis of the Union, on the east side of the Hn?son ~1ver? 

It is owing to the lethargy manifested_ upon th1s ~UhJect by t~e pub­
lic and which if continued will rrsult m the ent1re absorpt10n, by 
individual ent~rprise, of all' the avenues which shnul_d _legitimately_be 
placed under the supervisory directions ot the mumci~al authorities. 

No suggestions have been made as to the ID:(,de ~h~ch should _be 
adopted for the improvement of the shores lyrng w1tlnn the extenor 

i' 
I 
I 

I 

I' 
I 

COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 

,'.lines, by shore ownel's, inasmuch as such recommendations, previous ( 
,fo the adoption of these lines by the Legislature, would be premature; \ 
,-and it may be questioned whether the arrangement and determina• 
~tion of such plans should not be left to individual enter rise and to 
the constantly changmg necessities o commerce. 

I wonl_d suggest, however, the advantages to be derived from a 
mode of improvement, essential to a well-devised management of the 
subject under consideration. I alluue to the formation on snch shores 
of a well-digested system of wet basins with their warehousing and 
shipping facilities. The extensive flat; which still exist in W eehaw-
ken, Harsimus and Communipaw cove,. can probably he more speedi-
ly reclaimed and rendered more valuab'te by this species of improve­
ment th,m by any other-and in this way, an extensive water front, 
which is the great desideratum sought in Jersey City, Hoboken, and 
their adjacent shores will be secured. 

By way of illustration, I would refer to the proposed wet basins re- t ( 
,commended to be formed on the southerly front of Jersey City, where ))1 
we find, that instead of a water front of about one thousand feet in 
length, which would be produced by continuing the line of Hudson 
street southerly to the bulkhead or' the Central Railroad Company, 
by the construction of these basins we obtain nearly two miles of such 
frontage, answering practically the wants and conveniences of a mer­
,cant::le community. 

To secure these important advantages at a reasonable cost, we can-
not be too prompt in carrying into practical operation this mode of 
improvement; and the present period should not be permitted to pass, 
as indications exist that unless this extended water front is eecured, 
the same difficulties which have compelled the purchase of improved 
parts of other cities will arise, to cause a retrospect of onr want of pru• 
deuce and foresight. 

The shores of Hudson County have already become the termini of 
the most important railroads and canals in the eonntry; and as may 
be seen by an inspection of the appropriate map of thrn section, are 
.destined to be the recepticle for the products of the West and South, 
and will become by judicious management not alone the depository 
for their treasures, but the port of their transhipment to the harbors 
.of the world. 

The commercial facilities of the city ofN ew York are no doubt great 
and well established, and it may be thought impossible that any great 
.amount of trade can be diverted from its accustomed channels, but it 
must be recollected, that the portion of that city best calculated for 
mercantile enterprise, is now occupied to its fullest extent, so that the 
merchants of that city have already directed their attention to the 
neighboring cities for more suitable and enlarged commercial accomo-
dation. 1 

With these views, I have ventured to attract your attention, by the i 

above general remarks, to the commercial advantages nationally be­
longing to our position on the bay of New York, and have endeavour­
ed to forshadow the prosperity which mnst flow upon us, from well 
,directed efforts in the improvement of our shores. 
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The fact that this investigation is novel to the people of this St_atet 
and the extensive and elaborate character. of s_nc~ an undertakmg, 
combine in satisfactorily showing that the time hm1te~ _for the perfo~~­
ance of its duties bas been inadequate to a full exposit101;- of. the prnc-
t . 1 d t ·1 • I th'' k imwev~1• ·that a more extencled exammat10n won!d 
ica e ai ' rn , ' . b"l" f th . l rem serve to establish the truth and pract1ca 1 1ty o e views 1e 

expressed. 1 d 'b ~ · 1 
Before closing this report, I would acknow e ge, l e_ :pro ess~ona 

assistance and services rendered by D. E. Culver Esq., C1v1l Engme~r­
of Jersey City, as consulting engineer, and a1s? the energy and. skill 
displayed by the surveyors Messrs. Mallory, Miller and Hughes, m ~be· 
prosecution of the surveys, and the preparation of the accornpanymg, 
maps, all of which is respectfully sub1mtted. 

R. 0. BACOT, 
O. Eng'r and Super1'.ntendent ef Survey. 

Jersey City, Jan. 25, 1865. 
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APPENDIX "B." 

To the Hon. James B . .Dayton, Jolin L. N. Stratton et al., Commis­
sioners, &:o. 

GENTLEMEN: In accordance with your request, as made by Mr. Day­
ton, I herewith submit to you for consideration a plan of the river 
front of the city of Camden, from Cooper's Point to Kaighn's Point 
(inclusive), showing the position of the most extended improvements 
at this time, as relating to fixed lines and objects on the land, -the 
general line of original high water,-an approximation to the line of 
low water,-and such soundings of the river Delaware as I think 
necessary to elucidate the su~ject of fixing an exterior wharf line be­
tween the points above named. 

As an exterior line beyond which wharves or piers shall not here­
after be projected, I recommend the following described line, to wit: 
Beginning at a point in the river Delaware, in the extended north line 
of Main street at Cooper's Point, and seven hundred feet westward 
from the northwest corner of Main and Water streets (in the city of 
Camden), thence, southward, along the said river, parallel with Front 
st1 eet, in the city of Camden, to a point in the boundary line between 
lands of A. Browning and others, and lands of "the Camden and 
Philadelphia Steamboat Ferry Company," thence, still southward, 
along said river, in one straight line, to a point opposite, and one hun­
dred and twenty-five feet distant, westward, from the southwest cor­
ner of the pier lately erected by I. W. and I. F. Starr, thence, still 
southward, in one straight line to the southwest corner of the wharf 
upon which the main building of '' the National Iron Armor and 
Ship Bnildmg Company" stands, at Kaighn's Point, and there ending. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

EDW'D H. SAUNDERS,. 

Camden, N. J., 27th Jan'y 1865. 

t', 
I 

! 



,.. 
APPENDIX "C:" 

In May 1856, Albert Woodruff, a merchant and wharf owner of 
:Brooklyn, was asked "what do yon suppose to be the ave1 age num­
ber of vessels, waiting at this port (New York) for berths 1" 

.Ans. "Of the larger class, not including sloops and small craft, at 
least 300." 

Abraham Turnure, a h!lrbor master of the port of New York, tes-
tifies as follows, June 9, 1856. , 

Q. "Do you regard the Jersey shore as an eligible site for the har­
borage of vessels ¥" 

A. "I do." 
Q. " Is it as good a harbor as the New York shore of the North 

Rived" 
A. "Quite as good, and in winter better, as it is a weather shore." 
Q. "Are there any greater objections to sending a ves3el to load or 

discharge at Jersey City, than to a pier on the New York side of the 
North Rived" 

A. " None, except the expense of ferriage, and the time lost in 
crossing the river.'' 

Q. "Then if the expense of ferriage were no greater than the in­
creased expense of cartage fi om Hammond street to the lower parts 
of the city, the advantages incident to both would be about the same i" 

A. "They would." 
Q. "To accommodate the increasing commerce of the port, vessels 

must then go to the upper parts of the city, to Brooklyn, or to the 
shores of New Jersey i" , 

A. "They must." 
Q. "Is the Jersey shore a better site for the accommodation of ves­

sels than Brooklyn 1" 
A. "It is, except that the conveniences of crossing_13,nd re-crossing 

to New York are at present greater than between New York and 
Jersey City." 

John Maguire, a Sandy Hook pilot, testifies May 14, 1856. 
Q. "Is the Jersey shore an eligible site for commerce i" 
A. "I answer unhesitatingly, it is." 
Q. "Is it as good as the shores of New York or Brooklyn 9" 
A. "It is as good as New York and better than Brooklyn." 
Q. "'In what respects is it better than the Brooklyn shorei" 
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A. "It is on the weather, while Brooklyn is on a lee shore ; th0-
currents of the North River run with more regularity and with less 
velocity than the East river; the ice sets from the Jersey shore while 
it sets on to the Brooklyn shore. In every respect, I think the Jersey 
shore is better for the accommodation of commerce than Brooklyn."' 

Q. ".Are the advantages counter-balanced by any disadvantages~'" 
A. "None that I know of, except the trifling expense of transpor­

tation, and between Brooklyn and Jersey City, this item of expense 
must be about the same." 

r 
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APPENDIX "D." 

To tlw Honorable Jacob R. Wortendyke, Francis S. Lathrop, Jame& 
B. Dctyton, Jolin L. N. Stmtton, James T. Crowell, and John. 
Linn, Commissioners. 

Sras,-Y on have asked me to make an abstract of all the grants· 
made by the Legislature of the State of New Jersey, of lands under 
water in the bay of New York, and along the Hudson River from 
the New York State line to a point little east of the southern end of 
Bergen Point. I have made such examination, and have arranged 
the same under three classes : 

1. Grants in terms of lands under water. 
2. The incorporation of companies with riglits in the bay. 
3. Licenses taken out by rvparian owners to build wharves anil 

piers,from the Chosen Freeholders ef Hudson County. 
The first legislative grant, which has come to my knowledge, is that 

to Nathaniel Budd, passed November 22d, 1802. Laws of 1802, 
154. 

The act appoints commissioners-to lay out a road to Budd's Ferry1 

situate on the west side of tbe Hudson River, directly opposite to the 
city of New York. 

2d Section . .After reciting that it shall be lawful for Budd to main­
tain a ferry, enacts, '' that it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
said Nathaniel Budd, his heirs and assigns, to erect ferry houses, 
stables and other buildings, at or near the said dock and ferry stairs9 

on two acres of the land so as aforesaid, in controversy, lying on each 
side of the road so as aforesaid, dii;ected to be laid out by the said 
commissioners . 

.An act to incorporate " The Associates ef the Jersey Company.'1 

Passed Nov. 10th, 1804. Laws of 1804, 367. 
The preamble recites: That Richard Varick, Jacob Radcliff, and 

.Anthony Dey, have become the proprietors, by purchase from Corne­
lius VanVorst; of all that certain tract or pa1 eel of land and meadow, 
situate, lying and being in the township of Bergen, county of Bergen, 
a!lcl State of New Jersey, commonly called Powle's Hook ;1 bounded 
on the east by Hudson's River; on the north by said river, or the bay 
commonly called Harsimus Bay; on the south by said river, or .the. 
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bay commonly called Oommunipaw Bay; and on the west by a line 
,drawn from a stake, standing on the west side of the sma'll :\reek 
on the south-west side of the said tract, (from which stake the fl.aO'­
staff on EIiis's Island bears south, one degree twenty minutes east'· 
.and from, which the chimney- of the house of Stephen Vreeland, o~ 
Ka:ywan, bears south,, fifty-six degrees ten minutes west; and from 
whrnh the ste_eple of the Bergen church_ bears north fifty degreeti, 
twenty-five 11;mntes west), norl_h twenty-six degrees, thirty minutes 
,east, to Hars1mus Bay aforesaid · toO'ether with the riO'ht of terry 
f 1 'd ' ,., b rom t 1e sa1 tract or parcel of land, across Hudson's River and else-
where; and the right and ti_tle ef the said Cornelius Van Vant, under 
th~ water ef the Hudson River and the bays aforesaid, opposite the 
said premises, as far as the right of tlie said Cornelius Van Vor.st 
emtend8.'' 
. 1 Sec. Aut~orizes !hem to hold the said "tract and premises he, e­
m before describe~, with the privileges and appnrtenances afoiesaid." 

By the 3d Sect10n they h~ve the privilege "of erecting or building 
.any c~ock~, wharves; and piers, opposite to and alljoining the said 
premises rn Hudson s River a,nd the bays thereof as far as they may 
deem _necessary for the improvement of said prem'ises, or for tl1e ben­
-0fit of commerce, and to appropriate the same to their own use." 

A grant to ..A~ron Ogden m 1837, Pamphlet laws of 1837-64-. 
Pream?le recites 1hat Aai:on Og~cn had acquired by deeds, all tliat 

tract of land under water, situate m New York Bay, opposite to the 
meadow of Stephen Vreeland, in the township of Bergen, in the 
,county o_f Bergen, and state ?f ~ew Jersey aforesaid, beginning 
at the di_stance of twenty chams m a course south forty degrees 
~fteen. mrnutes east, f1om the shore, and at the end of the two 
follo~rng courses . and distances from the highestrock on Black 
Toms reef, to wit: one, north forty-fo-e degrees tliirty minutes 
~ast, one c~a111 ; two, north forty degrees fifteen minutes west 
fonrteen chams seventy links, from which rock Daniel Crane's hons; 
at J erse:Y City _be~rs north, fo1 ty-five degrees thirty minutes east; and 
from s~1d beg1_nnmg Michael Vr_eeland's barn bears north, forty de-

- grees fifteen mmntes west; thence from said be"'inninO' at the end of 
tl~e said :ourteen chains seven_ty links, runni~g, ?n°~ south thi, ty­
mne d~giees and forty-five minutes west, ten charns · thence two 
S?n:h. forty degrees and fift~en ~inutes east, ten ch;ins and 'thirty 
lml~s, ~hence, three, north thuty-nrne degrees forty-fiye minutes east 
ten _charn~; the;1ce, four, north forty degrees fifteen minutes west, te~ 
ch~ms tlurty lmks, to the place of beginninO', containin"' ten acres 
strict measure. 0 0 

1st Secti_on of act recites,-" That the right of the Rtate of New 
Jersey of, rn, and to th~ lot of land c?vered with water in the bay of 
New York as abo,:-e specified and described, be, and the same is hereby 
relea~e~ to the said Aaron Ogden, his heirs and assigns, forever, with 
,~11 pnv1leges and_ appurte1;1ances thereunto appertaining and belonging. 
The State reservmg. the right of sovereignty over the same. 

Grant to .Natlianzel Budd. Passed November 8th 1836. Acts of 
18.36-37, page 13. 
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Section 1, Grants "all the right and title of the state of New J er­
sey to a certain tract of land situate alonO' the beach on the west side 
of the North River or Hudson's River, ~nd mulling foto the samey­
betwcen Powles Hook and Hoboken, in the county of Bergen, in the 
state of New Jersey, containing fifty-three acres and fifty-hundredth& 
of an_ acre, which was conveyed to the said Nathaniel Budd by Elisha 
Buudmot by deed dated January 2d 1804, as aforesaid, be, and the 
same hereby are granted and conve/ed to the said Nathaniel Budd, 
his liei_rs and assigns forever ; reserving the right of jurisdiction and 
sovereignty. 

By act of Fehruary 21st, 1833 (P. Laws, 92), the Hoboken Land 
and_ Improvement Company were authorized, with very large and ex­
tens1 ve powers, 

Section 1. To hold, acg11ire and convev one thousand acres of land· 
Section 2. To 1mprov".l such lands, laj,ing out the portion situat~ 

north of Fourth street, into streets, &c. ; making thereon all such 
wharve~. work-shop~, factories, &c., as may be deemed necessary, or­
namental or con:,rement; to fill ~p, occnp_y, _and. possess, and enjoy, all 
land covered with wetter fronti,ng and ad;oining the lands that may 
be owned by them, and construct thereon wharves, harbor,, piers, and 
slips, and all othH structnr('S requisite or proper for commercial and 
shipping purposes, and when t~e_y shall have purchased the ferry-right 
from the owners thereof, to en.1oy the same, nnd pnrchase and build 
steam boats; not. however, to fill up in front of a riparian owner, with­
out lii8 consent in writing.-Act limited to ninety nine years from 
date, and repealable. 

The act of Febrnary 24th, 1838, (P. Lawtl, 157,) to incorporate the 
Bergen Land and lrn_provernent Company, on the memorial of Samuel 
Swartwout, the owner of three hundred and fifty acres of land at Ho­
bJken, authorizes the subscription of capital to two millions of dol­
la1 s -By 

Section 5. Among other things, the company is authorized to pur­
chase, fill up, and occnpy all land covered with water fronting and 
adjoining the premises that may be owned by them, and constru~t 
the1eon wharves, piers and slips, and all other structures requisite or 
proper for commercial and shipping purposes, may purchase ferry­
r1ght, &c.; provided it shali not be lawful to fill up any land co\·ered 
with waler, nor construct any wliarf immediately i,1 front of land of 
any other person owning down to the 'Water, without h,s consent, &c. 

By act of March 13th, 1837, (P. Laws,p. 443), of similar powers, 
a capacious, safe, and convenient harbor opposite the city of New 
York, was to he constructed in front of ln.nds then or thenceafter ac­
qui1 e<l by the Corporators, at Pavonia or Harsimus, between Hob"ken 
and Jersey C,ty, with power to hold by purchase one thousand acres 
of land, itnder and above water, reclaim land, build bulk-heads, locks, 
piers, wharves and docks, and occupy all land covered with water 
within the aforesaid limits; nevertheless not to construct wharf~ dock, 
or pier, between high and low water mark, without consent in wnting 
of the owner; the act to become null unless within one year $1,000,000 

i 
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be subscribed, and operations begun in five years, and $500,000 be ex· 
pended within ten years. 

By supplement of February 24th, 1838, the time extended to three 
yeara for such subscription: _ . 
,, Section VII. Contains, as to location of branch railroads a savmg of 
the rights of Hoboken; the act is limite~ t~ ninety-nine years, and 
the legislature may alter, amend, or modify it. 

A grant was made beginning at the northeast termination of the 
water line at Fort Lee, near Bull's Ferry, by act of March 9th, 184~, 
to Robert Annett, a riparian owner, he having erected two wharves m 
front of his land extending a little below low water mark, it was made 
lawful for him t~ mamtain the same as fully as if an act of the Legis­
lature bad first authorized the building of said wharves, and he was 
further authorized to extend the same one hundred feet in Hudson 
River. 

By act of Febuary 28, 1848 P. Laws 75, commissioners were ap­
pointed to ascertain the boundary oflands of Stephen Vreeland m 
the county of Hudson. 

Wheras, Stephen Vreeland by his petition has represen~ed to t~1e 
Legislature of this State,that he is the owner in fee of certam lands m 
the county of Hudson, adjoining lands claimed by the State of New 
Jersey, and that owing to the continued encroachments of the wa­
ters of New York on the shore, his ancient landmarks have been des­
troyed and he has great difficulty in designating the metes an~ bounds 
of his said lands, thereby causing great inconvenience and difficulty, 
therefore by Sec. 1, commissioners were appointed to ascertain the 
metes and bounds of the &'aid lands. ~ 

Section 3. Report of commissionel'S to be filed in the Clerk's Office of 
Hudson county. 

The said commissioners have made such snrvey,and filed the same in 
the clerk's office of Hudson county, and Stephen V reelandhas accept­
ed the same. I have annexed the metes and bounds as on file in the 
clerk's office. 

All that land lying between the present high water marks and a line 
begining at a point one chain and fifty links distant from stone monu­
ment marked and run upon said map as monument No 1, in a course 
of south sixty-two de~rees wes_t, which said monument is erect~d 
in the most southerly line of a six acre lot lately owned by the said 
Stephen Vreeland and by ~im l"0nu0yed to the George Bommer" N e:v 
York Manure Company, drntant from the most eusterly corner 01 said 
lot two chains and ten link,, in a course of south sixty-two degrees 
west thence 1 : running sontherly to a point distant eight chains and 
sixty-six links in a course of south twelve degrees and fifty minut,es 
east from said monument No 1 · thence 2 south thirty-nine east two 
chains; thence 3 north eighty-seven degrees and eleven minutes 
east two chains and sixty-five links; thence 4 south seventy-four de­
grees east1 three chains and twelve links; thence 5 north seventy­
eight degrees and forty-five minutes east, three chains and seven~y­
seven links; thence 6 north forty-seven degrees and t":enty-one mm­
utes east, two chains and fonr JinkP; thence 7 north sixteen degrees 
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iand two minutes east five chains and ten links; thence 8 north thir­
'ty nine degrees west,' two chains to a point distant nine cha~ns and 
sixty-six links in a course of south fifty-five degree~ and thirty-five 
minutes east from a stake marked and known on said map as monu­
ment No 2· thence 9 the s~me cuurse fourteen chains and ninety links 
to a point distant two chains in a course of south thirty-nine degrees, 
east from a stake marked and known on said map as monument No 3; 
thence 10 north forty-two degrees and ten min?tes east, seventeen 
-0hains and eighty-two links ; thence 11 north thi~ty-one degr~es a1?-d 
fifty minutes east, three chains and seventy four hnks to a po1~t dis­
tant two chains a course of south forty degrees and twenty. mmntes, 
,east from the centre of a flat rock marked and known on said map as 
monument No 4 · thence 12 north sixty degrees and thirty minutes 
east, twenty-two ~hains and ten links; thenc~ 13 north one de~ree and 
ten minutes west to the month of Oommumpaw Creek as sai<l metes 
:and bounds com?ses and distances are more particularly laid down, 
marked ana' designated on the said map heretofore referre~ to, which 
we have drawn thereof, and do herewith, in accordance with th~ re­
quirements and provisions of the aforesaid act, r_eturn an_d have s1gn_ed 
together with this our report and as a part of thrn_ our said report, with 
the afor.esaid metes and bounds, courses and drntances and most re­
markable places and the aforesaid monuments laid down, marked and 
designated. . . . 

In witness whereof we, the said Oornehns S. Van Wagoner, Wil­
liam F. Day and Richard R. _Paulison, Oo~t~issioners aforesaid, ha~e 
hereto subscribed our respective names this eighteenth day of July m 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine. 

C. S. VANWAGONER, 
WM. F.DAY, 
R. R. PAULISON. 

Act of February 22d 1849, P. Laws 85, granting to SAMUEL D. 
INGHAM and M.A.TTHEw' C. JENKINS power to erect and build all 
such docks wharves and piers, and other appliances, in front of the 
land now 'owned by them, situ~te a~ Bergen Point, and between 
Bergen Point and Uonstable Pomt, m the county of Hudson, for 
purpose of coal depot, and repa~r of _vessels, and to extend the same 
below low water line in the said Kill Von Kull, as far as may be 
n€cessary for said purposes; and to reclaim and improve the lands 
under water in front of the lands owned as aforesaid, so far as may 
be necessary for the purpose aforesaid, and to hold and enjoy the 
same to them their heirs and assigns, forever; and to lay vessels along 
said docks, wharves and piers, and to ?harge d_ockage ?r wharfage 
therefor; provided, however, that ~othmg herem contamed shall. be 
so construed as to impair the legal nghts o~ ~ny person ?r corporat10n 
whatever, or the common rights of the c1t1zens of this ~tate, or _to 
authorize said Samuel D. Ingham an~ Matthew <?· J ~nkrns to bmld 
upon or reclaim the lands covered with water lymg m front of the 
lands of any other person or persons ~wning ~own to ~he said Kill 
yon Kull; and provided also, that nothmg herem con tamed shall be 
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~o construed a~ to authorize them. so to improve or reclaim, the lands, 
m ~rout of their. own shore as to rnterrupt or interfere with the nav.i­
~at10)1 of the said, Kill Von Knll; and provided further, that nothing­
lll this act shall be construed to confer any: rights of ferry upon the­
owner or owners of said, wharf. 

By Act entitled " An .Act to Inaorporate the Pavonia Ferry Com­
pany i:i the 007:nty of Hudson," passed February 28th, 1849. 

Sect10n 5. Gives the company 'power to establish and conduct a: 
ferry across the Hudson River, between Pavonia, in the township of 
Van Vorst, and cou?ty of Huds?n, and the city and county of New 
York, from su?h pomt or 1>lace m Pavonia aforesaid, to such place or 
places m the_ city of New; York as they may deem best for the publi~ 
accomm0Llat1on and the mterest of said c,1mpany; and for that pur­
pose they may pm:chase or lease any real estate as may be· necessary 
for the use of E>md' ferry, and erect and construct all such wharves 
piers, ~lips, ~uildings, and other appendages as may be nece5sary t~ 
carry mto effect the purpose of this act, and hire, purchase, or build 
stear~boats, vessels, or ot)ier ferry boats, of such descriptions and di­
mens10ns as they may tlnnk proper, and it shall be the dnty of said 
company to keep a steamboat or boats running across said river 
through_out _the year f?1: t~e acco~modatio11 of the public, except when 
the n3;vigat1on ther.eof 1s i_mpr<1ct_wable or dangerous; provided, that 
the said company, rn makmg their docks wharves 1ners or other im­
proveinents, shall not occupy, in the wat~rs of th~ Hud~on river or 
Harsimus cove, any greater space in width than they shall be' the 
o~ners of land on the shore., or have lawful title, by lease or other­
wise, to occupy; and provided further that if the said company in 
localing- their wharves, piers or docks, sball pass over or amoss 'the 
tract ofhland ~la1med under Nathaniel Budd, decea-,ed, they shall con­
strn~t t _e pie: or avenue _from t~e upland to the bulkhead, or ferry 
landmg, ma direct and contmuous hna with some one otthe street~ laid 
down on the map of IT_ar~imus, Pa:onia ~nd Hoboken, made by 
Donglass & Bacot, and of the same width with such street until the 
same pas~es t?e easterly line of said tract; and that, after pa~sing such 
easterly hne, 1t shall be lawful for said company to occupJ in breadth 
~r width 0£ the land covered with water,. fou_r hundred ~nd eighty 
foe1, an<l uo more; and that so much. of said pier, wha1 f, or avenue as 
passc,;i over the tract of land aforesaid, shall be taken and deemed to 
be a public hig~way, and liable to be regulated, worked and used as 
such ; and provided al~o, that nothing in this act shall in any wise 
i_nterfore with or im~air an;r legal rig11ts or privileges, if any, hereto­
fore granted by the State of New Jersey." 

By an act entitled " .An .Act to lnaorporate The Weekawken Ferry, 
Company," passed March 25, 1852. 

Section 1. The corporators therein named are thereby "created a, 
body corporate and politic," by the name of '' The Weehawken Ferry 
Company" for thf! pnrpose of establishing a ferry between some suit­
able point or points in New York, and a point north ot Deas' Point 
iIJ. the county of Huds(,n, with power to build boats wharves piers' 
bulkheads, and all other improvements necessary to ~arry out the ob: 
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jects of this Corporation," and "also to lease purchase and hold 
1 ld ' '.' su? 1 rea an personal estate as may be necessary for the purposes of 

said Corpora~10n, and sell, lease, allot, and varcel the same or any 
part thereo_f, m such manner as the said Corporation may determine, 
tog;et?er wi_th _all _the powers, a;1~ privileges and subject to such re­
stnct1, ,us, hm1tat10ns and cond1t1ons as are specified in the act enti­
tled "An Act concerning Corporati~ns approved April 14 184:6." 

Sect1~n 3. "T~at it may be lawfol f~r said Corporation to establish 
a ferry !rnrn a pomt north of Deas' Point, in the county of Hudson, 
to the oty of New York; to construct piers wharves bulkheads or 

h ti . ' ' ' sue o 1er improvements as may be made thereon by the said Corpo-
ration, and keep UJ? and maintain the same upon the land now cov­
ered by the water m front of the lands of said Company; provided, 
the same shall not obstruct the navigation of the Hudson River· andJ 
to erec_t ferry houses and other buildings." ' 

Sect10n 8. Owners of vessel:; not to use dock without consent of 
Company. 

Section 9. :' That this act_ s~all continue in force thirty years, and 
that unle$S said Company, w1thrn five years from the passage of this 
act, shall have established a ferry and have the same in operation 
tbis act shall be void." ' ' 

A ~npplement to the above was passed March 20, 1857. 
A further supplement to the above was passed February 3, 1860 
~d~ ' 

Section 2. It was enacted "That it shall and may be lawful for the 
sa~d <:Jompany to purchase and hold such lands adjoining or near the 
said ferr?' ~s they_ may deem n_ecessary, and to pay for the same in the 
shar~s of tne capital stock, or _m the bonds of said company, and may 
receive, hold, and execute all mstruments and conveyances necessary 
f~r th~ p111 chase, sale, allotment, division, lease, mortgage, or other 
d1spo~it1on of such property by subscription or otherwise, as said com­
]>a11y may deem most advantageous, anything to the contrary not­
w1th.,tandrng ;_ and sha~l have the right to improve any land held by 
them, by Liyrng out rnto lots, streets, roads, squares cemeteries or 
otlier divisions, an~ to level, grade or tunnel the same; and may build 
any structures. w~ich they may deem necessar_y for the said ferry, 
cummerci,il,. shippmg or other purposes, and shall have the right to, 
collect. receive, demand, and sue for all wharfaO'e dockage and cra­
nage which they may levy uplm any wharf do~"k' pier slip or bulk-
,. ' ;J db · ' ' ' ' liCf1C C!"U;''~,1 or owne y the lla.d ce,mi,auy." 

, Sec!kn 3. "That all thi11gs in said Aci, and in the supplement there­
to, appro,·ed March 20th, _1857, inconsistent with this supplement, are 
here~y re1 caled, and this act shall continne in force thirty years; 
pr-ovidal, such company shall only hold lands and carry on their ope­
rations rn the counties of Hudson an~ Bergen, and shall not hold more 
than 011e thousand acres at any one time." 

By an act entitled "An act to incorp0rate The Jersey Shore 
lm,provtment Company." Passed March 3, 1854. 

The 1,re,1mble sets_ forth : '' Whereas, it is represented that Marshall 
0. Roberts, Charles A. Heckscher, Moses Taylor and others their 
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associates now own certain tracts of land, and land covered with 
water, and are about purchasing o_ther tracts, ~ituate in the county of 
Hudson, which they intend to fill m and reclaun from the wate:, and 
to divide into suitable building and other lots, and to sell and d1sp~1se 
of the same for the benefit of the association, with the object of 
erectinO' a to~n with docks, wharves, bulkheads, ferry-slivs and ferry­
houses O and also of improving the said land; and whereas, it is 
necess~ry for the success of the undertaking, of the said associates, 
that they should be able to convey the said premises, from time to 
time to such persons as may be desirous to purchase, notwithstanding 
death or other cause, affecting the individuals owning, or who may 
own the said land; and in order to give greater efficiency and concen­
tration to their efforts for the improvement of said land." Therefore, 

Section 1. Enacted, that the corporators therein named, and their 
successors, "shall be, and -they are hereby incorporated and made a 
body politic and corporate, in fact and in law, by the name of 'The 
Jersey Shore Improvement Company.'" 

Section 6. "That as soon as the said Company shall be organized, 
it shall be authorized to receive conveyances for the lands now ownell 
as aforesaid, and which it is intended to purchase, and to hold and 
execute all instruments and conveyances necessary in the purchase 
and sale of such property ; and the said company are hereby autho­
rized to pmchase and hold any lands adjoining or near tho above 
mentioned tracts, within the limits of Jersey City, Hobokell, and 
North Bergen townships, which they may deem necessary for im­
proving or enlarging said town, and to pay for all lands, with the 
shares of its capital stock, at not less than par value." 

Section '7. "That the said company are authorized to improve all and 
every portion of the said lands, and lands under water, held or pur­
chased by them as aforesaid, by erecting buildings, and laying out 
said land into lots, streets, squares, docks, lanes, alleys, or other 
divisions, and by levelling, grading, raising or tunnelling the said 
land, streets, lanes and alleys, and they shall h!),ve liberty to fill up, 
raise, occupy, possess and enjoy as their own property, all la~ds 
covered with water, which they may hold or purchase, and may bmld 
enlarge and improve all and any wharf or wharves, bulkhead or 
bulkheads, piers, slips, a11d other structures, which they may deem 
necessary for commercial, shipping, or other purposes ; provided, that 
in carrying out the provisions of this section, they shall not injure the 
navigation of the Ilndsun River, or iulerf'erc with tl_i.e leg3:_1 r1gli_ti, ~r 
privileges of ct;hcr;:;; and, so i(tl uc 1e1ate~ to i11c1r lanaD, ur lg:..Qs 
under water, within the corporate limits of J erscy City, !hey shall be 
governed by the ordinances of that city; and provided .further, that 
the said company or their assigns shall not be authorized or emp?w­
ered by virtue of this act to improve, fill up, occupy, use or enJoy 
any lands lying urnler water in the Hudson River, south of t:10 
northerly line of the tract of land claimed by the grantees of N athamel 
Budd, in said river; and provided furtlier, that the said company 
shall commence the improvements within two years from the first day 
of Jan nary, A. D. 185!, and actually expend three hundred thousand 
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«dollars in the im]mJvements named in this act, ":ithin five years fro~ 
the first day of January, A. D. 1854; and if said company sha.~l fail 
to comply with the requirements of this proviso, then ~11 the l'lgh~s, 
privileges, and powers granted by this act, shall be forfeited, and said 
act be void and of no effect." 

Section 9. "That this Act sbll continue in force for twenty-five 
Years and that the LPO'islature may alter modifv or repeal the same, 

) Z:-, • C 'I ., ) e " 

whenever in their opimon the public good m~y so reqmre. 
By a supplement to the act of the Jersey Shore and Improvement 

,Company. Approved Ja~. 30, 1855. . . 
So much of the 7th sect10n of the former act as probib1te~ the com­

pany from improvinO' the lands south of the northerly hne of the 
N athanel Budd gr,mt~ be and the same was repealed, prov_ided, the 
-{)Onsent in writing, of the said grantees of Budd be first obtamed. 

By a supplementd.l act to an act, enti;led "An act to incorporate 
,the Jerser Shore ImproYement Company,' passed March 21st, 1863, 
it was enacted : 

Section 1. "That the time limited by the third proviso of the se1:­
enth section of the act to which this is a supplement, for the expend1-
tnre of three hundred thonsand d,,}Jars in the improvement authorized 
by s::tid act, be, and the same is, hereby extended to five years from 
the first day of January, 18G4." 

Bv an act en 1itleJ "An .Act to Incorporate the Long Dock Oom­
_pari"y," pas~ed Fel>i nary 26, 1856. 

Section 1. The corporators named therein, "and such ot~er owners 
-0f that part of the property in ~lie !onrth wai:d of Jersey 1/ny, known 
as the Lo11g Dock property, winch 1s south of the centre.line of Pavo­
nia avenue, as they m<1y assoc,ate with them, and tlieu· succe~sors, 
shall be and they are hereby inc ,rporated and made a body politic by 
the naine of 'The Long Dock Company.'" . . 

Section G. "That as soon as the said compa 11y shall be orgamzecl it 
£hall be authorized to receive conveyances for the part of the Long 
Dock property above mentioned, and to pnrcf)ase and hol~ such other 
lands adjoining or near the same in Jersey C1t,1', or the City of Hu~­
son which they may deem necessary for the improvement of their 
property, and to pay for all lands in the shares of their capital stock 
at not less than it" par value." 

Section 7. "That said company may improve aU lands, and lands 
und:::· w::t,e:·, tbn:, 3hall lJ<:; purehnser1 or Jie1~l hy tk~m) by ercctfog 
building" tfioreon, and faying ont s·tid land mt_o blocks, l'.1Ls, sqna1:e9, 
and st1·eettl, or othet· di visions, and shall have liberty to till up, r:11_se, 
occupy, possess and enjuy as their o~n propert;y: all l::tnds _coyered with 
water which th'.'.y may hold or purcnase, or which mayhem front of 
lands alonO' anv si1ore which they may hold or purchase, and may 
bnild, en1a0rge :rnd improve on such lands any doc-k, pier, wharf, bulk­
head, slip, or o;ber structure which th_ey may deem necessary for com­
mercial or other purposes not extending the sanie south u:t the centre 
line of South Second stre~t; provide~, _that in carr_ying out the pro­
visions uf this section, they slull no~ InJnre the 11a:ngat10n o~ t?e Hud­
son River, and shall not interfere with the legal rights ot· pnv1leges of 
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others or fill in or reclaim any lands under water, except in front of 
the la~ds which they may pnrchase along the sbore; and only in such 
direction as those of whom they shall purchase may have by existing 
laws the right to fill in and reclaim in fro~t ~f the same; and_ th_at so 
far as relates to their lands under water withrn the corporate lumts of 
Jersey City, they shall be governe? by the ordinances of Jersey City.'1 

Section 8. Company may establish a ferry to New York. 
Section 9. Company may construct branch railroads from their lands 

to intersect witlnn the limits of said cities any other railroad author­
ized by law, such branch railroad shall be invested with the same 
powers and privileges, and subject to the same liabilities and restric­
tions as were conferred and imposed upon '' The New Jersey Railroad 
and Transportation Company," by the act incorporating the said com­
pany and the supplement thereto. 

Section 11. "That this act shall continue in force for tliirty years 
from the passage thereof; provided, that if said company shall not 
commence the improvements autho1 ized by this act in two years, and 
expend upon the same one hundred thousand dollars in five years from· 
the passage of this act, then this and everything herein contained shall 
be void, and the Legislature may, whenever in their opinion the pub­
lic good so requires, modify, alter or repeal this act." 

By a supplement to the above act, passed March 4, 1858, it was, 
enacted: 

Section 1. "That the time limited to the establishment of the ferry 
authorized by the eighth section of the act to which this is a supple­
ment, be and the same is hereby extended to the 26th day of February, 
A. D. 1859." 

By a further supplement to the above, passed March 11, 1858, the 
time for establishing the above fe1 ry was extended to J u1y 26, 1861. 

The act to Incorporate tlie American Dock and Improvement ~m­
pany. Approved April 11th, 1864, appears to be so important, I have 
annexed tlte entire act. 

An Act to inoorpJrate the American Dock and Improvement 
Company. 

Wliereas, it is represented that J olrn S. Gilbert, Preston H. Hodges~ 
J amcs Hoy, Henry L. Gilbert, and Moses B. Bramhall, and others, 
their associates, now own certain tracts of land situate in the townships 
of Bergen and Greenville, in the county of Hudson, and desire to, 
acquire from the State other tracts of land contignon,; thr,reto, covered 
by water, which they desire to fill in and reclaim from tbe water and 
to divide into suitable building and other lots, and to sell and dispose 
of the same for the Lenefit of the association, witb the object of erec­
ting a town, with ducks, wharves, and bulklieacls, so as to afford facili­
ties to secure to this ,State a portion of the commerce and shipping of 
the city of New York: and 

Wliereas it is necessary for the success of their undertaking that they 
should be able to convey the said premises from time to time to 
such persons as mav be desirous to purchase, notwithstanding death 
or other cause affecting the individuals owning or who may own the 
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,said land, and in order to give greater efficiency and concentration to 
their efforts for the improvement of the said land, now, therefore, 

1. Be it enacted by tlie Senate and General Assembly of the State of 
New Jersey: 

That John S. Gilbert, Preston H. Hodges, James Hoy, Henry L. 
-Gilbert, and Moses B. Bramhall, and such other persons as they may 
associate with them, and their successors, shall be and t_hey are here~y 
incorporated and made a body politic and corporate, m fact and rn 
.law, by the name of '' The American Dock and Improvement Com­
pany;" and that the capital stock of the said company shall be three 
million dollars divided into shares of one hundred dollars each, 
which shall be 'subscribed and naid in at such times, and upon such 
notice, and in such manner and instalments as the directors of ·said 
,company, by their by-laws, or otherwise may direct: that such pay­
ment shall be made either in money or in land situate in saiJ tow?,­
ships of Bergen and Greenville, in the county of Hudson; and m 
case of payment in land, the directors may issne in payment therefor 
the stock of said company, \1pon such tet'ms as may be deemed best 
for its interests· and that in case of the failure of any stockholder to 
pay the instalm~nts on his or her stock, at the place and within thirty 
days of the time appointed for the payment thereof, such s_tockholde_r 
shall incur a forfeiture of his or her share or shares, and of aU previ-
ous payments thereon, for the use of the company. . 

2. And be it encwted That the capital stock of the said company 
shall be deemed perso~al property, and the sh,u·es sh~ll be transfera­
ble in such manner as the board of directors by their by-laws may 
direct; and every share shall entitle the holder to one vote, either in 
person or by proxy. 

3. And be it enacted, That the affairs of the company shall, after 
,the organization of the company, be managed by not less than five 
,directors or more than nine to be chosen by the stockholders of the 
13a1d coin'pany, annually, at ~uch time and in such manner as the by­
laws of the company may dir_ect, who sh~ll s~rve _fur one. year, and 
until others are chosen in their stead notice ot which election shall be 
previously given for two weeks in a ~ewf paper pu1?lished i~ the coun­
ty of Hudson. Tbe said directors shail from .time to time el~ct a 
President from their number, and may also appoi1;1t such other officers 

.as 'may be convenient or necessary, who shall receive such compensa-
,tion as the by-laws may direct. . 

4. A'l'ld be it enacted, That John S. Gilbert, Preston I-I. Hodges, 
James Hoy, Henry L. Gilbert, and ~~ses B. Bramhall, shall be the 
:first directors of the company, a maJonty of whom shall, as. soon as 
,convenient after tbe pJssage of this 11;ct, ass~mble and orgam~e such 
company, and shall con_tmue. in office until others as herernbefore 
,directed shall be chosen m their stead. 

5. And be it enacted, That as soon as the said company shall be 
organized, it shall be ?uthorized to receive ~onveyances for the ;f,nds 
110w owned as aforesaid between the south lme of the lands of rhe 
Central Railroad Company of New J erscy, ( where it inter8ec_ts the 

_New York bay,") and Cavan Point, to hold and execute all rnstru-
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ments and conveyances necessary for the purchasing, leasing or selling­
of such property; and the said. ~01;11pany are hereby authoriz~d to 
purchase and hold any lands adJommg or near the above mentioned 
tracts, which they may deem necessary for improving and enla1 ging· 
said property, and to pay for all lands witlt the shares of its capital 
stock, at such prices as the company may deem best for its interest; 
provided they shaH not hold at any time over two- hundred acres. 
above the present high water mark, in addition to the tracts men­
tioned in this section. 

6. And be it enacted, That the said company be, and hereby are· 
authorized to improve all and every portion of the said lands nnder 
water, held or purchased by them as aforesaid, by erecting bnildmgs. 
and laying out said lands into lots, streets, squares, docks, lanes, alleys, 
or other divisions, and by levelling, grading, raisino- or tunnelling the 
said land, streets, lanes and alleys; and they shall have libertv to fil1 
up, raise, occupy and enjoy as tl(eir own property, all lands ~overed 
with water which they may hold or purcliase, or which may lie in 
front of any land which they may hold or purchase and may build 
enla1ge or improve (or sell and convey to others to'improve), all'and 
any land or lands under water, wharf or wharvr,s bnlkhead or bulk­
heads, piers, slips and other strnctures which they way deem neces­
sary for commercial, shipping or other purposes, provided that in car­
r_ying out the provrnions of this act, the_y shall not injure the naviga­
tion of the Hudson river, nor interfere with the legal rights of c,thers, 
nor build out beyond the easterly line of Hudson street in Jersey City,., 
extended southwardly, or such other exterior line as may be fixed by 
law ; and that the southerly line of impro,Tements, into the bay, shalt 
be on a line commencing on the southerly side of Cavan Point, at the 
boundary line of lands of late belonging tu Stephen B. Vreeland, and 
at the point where said boundary line strikes the shore of New York 
bay, an<l from thence running south forty-six degrees and thirty-nine 
minutes east to the channel of the Hudson River, provided that the­
northerly line shall be paral1el to and with the said sontherly line 
and provided always the said company shall pay for the oyr,ters planted~ 
if any there be, upon any land under water which they inay improve,. 
to the person or persons by whom they were planted or shall give them 
at least one year's notice to remove the same; and in case the value, 
of such oysters cannot be agreed upon, then in sur:h case, either party, 
upon twenty days' notice to the other, may appl_y to the co\11 t of 
common plE·as of the county of Hudson, whose dnty it shall be to 
appoint three disinterested freeholders of said county, to appraise the 
same, whose reports or the 1 eport of any two of them made m writing 
to the said court, shall be final and conclusive; and in determining 
said value, the said appraisers shall be governed by the like rules as 
arbitrators; and provided further that nothing co11tained in this act 
shall _be so"Constrned as to give the said company any power to make 
any improvement whatever upon the tract of land under water in, 
New York bay, heretofore granted to Aaron Ogden, without the con­
sent in writing of the said Aaron Ogden, or LisL1egal represent~tives. 

1. And be it enacted, That the said company shall have the nght to, 
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demand and recover by action at law, all wharfage, ~oclrng~ an~ 
cranage which may be levied upon any wharf, do~k, pier, s_hp, or 
bulkhead erected by them upon their said land _by _virtue of this act. 

8. And be it enacted, That unless the aforesaid 1:np!·ovement sha~l 
be commenced within one year from the passage of tlus act, then this 
act shall be null and void. . 

9. And be it enacted, That the Legislature ma:y alter, modify or 
repelll this act, whenever in their opmion the public good may so re-

quire. f D" t 
10. And be it enacted, That a majority of the Boar~ o_ Hec o~s 

sliall, after the expiration of the first year of the orgamzat10n. of _this 
company, be residents of this State, and that there shall be _mamtam~d 
at Jersey City a principal office for the conduct of the busmess of said 
cornpanv. 

11. And be it enacted, That the said company shall pay to th!3 Trea­
surer of this State, on or before the first day of July, A. D. eighteen 
hundred eighty-five, the sum of twenty-five. doll~rs for each!and every 
foot of the shore emLraced and contained m this bill; the amount of 
the same to be ascertained by a commission to be appoin~ed by the Gov­
ernor and the extent of the shore front is to be ascertam~d and mea­
snre<l'as follows: commencing at a point on the southerly side of Cavan 
Point, at the Loundary line of lands of late belo7:1ging ~o Stephen B. 
Vreeland and at the point where said boundary hue stnkes the shore 
of the N~w York bav, and thence northerly in a straight line to the 
south line of the lan"d of the Central Railroad Company of New 
J ersev where it intersects the New York bay, and upon the aggre­
gate ~r'nount so ascertained as aforesaid, the said co1;1pany shall pay 
to the State interest, from the first day of July, eighteen hnndre~ 
sixtv-five at the rate of six per centum per annu~, payable se~n­
ann~ally,' and the said aggregate amount so asc_ertarned, as afore~aid, 
shall be and remain a lien upon said lands unt1l the paym_ent of t?e 
same with the interest thereon, and a certificate of the said comm1s­
sione~R, signed by them and the president O\ said company, ?f the 
mensurement of the shore line, made as aforesaid, shall be filed m the 
office of the Secretary of State. . 

12. And be it enacted, That the payment of a prop~rt10nate part_of 
the nggregate amount of money provi9ed _to. be paid as aroresaid, 
shall 1 elease from the force and effect of tlns hen correspondir:g pr_o­
port ionate part of the land under water, em?raced and contamed m 
the bill, and the interest upon the amount paid sbal~ cease from the 
time of such payment; and upon such payment. bemg made_ to the 
treasurer of this State, the saiJ treasurEr sh~ll give to the said com­
pany a certificate_ thereof, ,and the same be!ng duly acknowled~ed, 
may be recorded m the office of the cle1k of the coun~y of I-~nd,on. 

13. And be it enacted, That this act shall take effect unmechately. 
Appnved, April 11th, 1864. . . . . 
Secondly. The incorporntion qf companies witli nghts in the bay. 
The .Morris Canal and Banking Company. 
Claim 1. By purchase from the Associates of the Jersey Company, 
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under the grant which the ~s~ocia_tes go_t in 1804, and above set out. 
Secondly. By various prov1s10ns m their charter. 
By Act of D~cembe~ 31,. 1824, a company was i1;1corporated, " to 

form an artificial navigation between the Passaic and Delaware 
Rivers." By 

Section 1. The corporators therein named, their successorJ and 
assigns were incorporated by the name of the '· Morris Canal and 
J3ankin'g Company," and among other things, they had power and 
authorit_y- given !hem" to pu~chase, receive in donation, posseos, enjoy 
and retam, demise, grant, ahen and sell all sllch lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, waters, streams, and water privileges, rights goods, 
chattels and effects of every description whatsoever, as mav be neces­
sary for carrying into effect any of the provisions of this act and 
under the restrictions and limitations therein mentioned." ' 

Section 5. It was enacted, "That it shall be lawful fo1· the said 
c?mpany to construct, make and execute a canal or artificial naviga­
tion, to connect the waters of the Delaware River near Easton with 
,the tide _wat~rs of the Passaic River, and passing through the c~unty 
·of Morns, with al~ the locks, works, devices. wharves, toll houses and 
'Offices, necessary for the use of said canal." And it also makes it 
lawful '' for the said company, hy- its President and direcrors, and 
by any agent, &c., or any other person or persons emplored m the 
service of said cornpany, to enter on lands, whether covered with 
water or not_, for the purpose_ of exploring or surveying the route or 
route_s for said canal, and locatmg the,several works as above specified 
-domg thereto no unnecessary damage, and when the said route or 
,:routes shall have been fixed npon, and a survey thereof deposited in 
the office of the Secretary of State, then it shall be lawful foi the said 
,company, and for any agent, superintendent, or any person or persons 
"employed in the service of said corporation, at any time to enter 
'Upon, take possession of, and use all and singular such lands, waters 
and streams, subject to such compensation to be maJe therefor as is 
ih.ereafter directed." 

Section 6. Authorizes them to take land, waters and streams by pur­
,chase and assessment by commissioners, &c. 

By act of January 26th, 1828, the "Morris Canal and Banking 
·Company were authorized to extend the Morris Canal to the waters 
of the Hudson, at or near Jersey City," and all the provisions of the 
original act were extended by said supplement. 

By act of February 13th, 184:5, "The Hudson County Dry Dock 
and Wet Dock Company," was incorporated ; for-

Section 1. The purpose of building, erecting, and constrllcting dry 
-<locks or wet docks, and other conveniences and structures, to be used 
to raise, repair and build ships, &c., and also to bmld and construct 
all such piers, bulkheads and abutments, as may be necessary or de­
sirable to aid in the accomplishment of the purpose of this act, &c., 
an~ by their corporate ~ame, may also have, purchase, possess and 
enJoy to them and their successors, lands, tenements and heredita­
ments, goods, chattels and effects, of what nature and kind soever, ne­
,cessary for the purpose of this Corporation; and they may grant, de-

... l '-
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mise, alien and dispose or, at pleasme for the benefit of said compa­
ny; and the said corporatio~ shall have the power to lease or hire such 
lands, tenements, and hered1taments as may be necessary and conve­
nient to carry into effect the objects of the said compan;}'.'." 

Section 10. "The act to continue in force for and durmg the term 
-0f twenty years from the passage thereof." 

By supplement of March 17, 1860, the above act. . . 
Section 1. Is continued and entended for aml durmg the ti?J-e of 

twenty years, from and after the time fixed by the tenth section of 
.said act, for its continllance. 

By an act entitleu '' An act to establish a ferry from Fort Lee to 
the city ()f New York," passed February 10th, 1854-, it was enacted, 

Section 1. That Robert Annett be authorized to establish, keep, 
.and maintain a ferry from his dock or wharf on the Hudson River, at 
Fort Lee in the county of Bergen, to such place or places in the c~ty 
of New York as he may deem proper, and that the same may be mam­
tained by him, his heirs and assigns, owners of said wharf or dock." 

Section 2. "That the Legislature may at any time alter, amend, or 
repeal this act whenever in their judgment the public good require:" 

By a supplement to the act to incorporate the "New Jersey Rail­
~·oad and Transportation Company." Approved February 16, 18_53. 

Among other things, the first section authorizes them to make im­
provements at the Hudson R1 ver, with the possession of property and 
-0ther privileges, as may be necessary for fnrmshing ample accommo­
dation for the transportation and ferriage of passengers and merchan­
dize, and to give full facilities to the increasing business of the several 
railroad companies passing and to pass by this route to and from the 
,city of New York. 

An act was passed March 16th, 1854: (P. Laws, 360), incorporating 
the Point Breeze Ferry and Improvement Company. 

Section 6. Authorizes them to acquire lands by conveyances, and to 
hold the same, not exceeding one hundred and fifty acres. They are 
authorized to construct all such docks, piers, wharves, bulkheads, 
ferry-slips and ferry-honses, and such other improvements as they 
may deem necessary, in front of the said ~and so owned or oc?upied 
as aforesaid, sufficient for the accommodat10n of a ferry, as l1eremafl~r 
authorized; provided, that in carrying out the provisions of this 
section, they shall not interfere with the navigation of the Hudson 
River, or th? legal rights and pri~ileges of olhers. N? ~mprove°:ent 
to be made m front of lands to which they had not prev10nsly acquired 
the title. All planted oysters to be paid for by the Company, upon 
lands taken by them. 

Section 7. Authorizes a ferry from Point Breeze to the city of New 
'York. 

Section 8. Continues the act in force for twenty-five years; and the 
leg1sLiture may alter, amend or repeal the same, whenever in their 
opinion the public good may require it. 

Note.-Point Breeze is on New York bay, about midway between 
Cavan Point and Constable's Point. 

By a supplement to the Morris and Essex Railroad Company, 
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approved March 6th, 1857: Section 1 provides that the road may be 
extended from the city of Newark, to, or near the Hudson river, 
or New York bay, in the county of Hudson, with right to take lands, 
&c. 

Section 2. Authorizes them to erect and maintain the necessary 
docks wharves and piers in said Hudson river and New York bay, 
at th; terminus of said road, for the transportation of then· passengers 
and treight, to and from the city of New York, and to have, mainta.n 
and use auy steamboats or other vessels necessary for that purpose 
only, &c. . 

Section 3. Authorizes them to have, own and hold by lease, contract, 
or deed of conveyance, all such land and real estate at the terminus 
of said road, on said river or bay, as Pha11 or may be necessary for 
docks, wharves and piers> as aforesaid, and for passenger car and store 
houses, and for the convernent transaction of their business. 

Section 4. Authorizes them to acquire bonds as proviJed in their 
original charter. 

By an act entitled "An act to incorporate Tlie Hoboken and IIuil­
son R~ver Turnpike Company," passed March 16th, 1857, by 

Section 1. That the corporators therein named "their successors 
and assigns, shall be and they are thereby created'a body politic and 
corporate, by the name of' The Hoboken aud Hudson River Turnpike 
Company.'" 

Section 7. "That it shall be lawful for said company to lay ont1 

make, construct and maintain a turnpike road in the county of Hud­
son, to comm_ence at a point at or near Bull's ferry, and thence lo run 
sontherlt, chiefly along or near the shore of the Hudson River, to 
some p~rnt on the Bei•gen turnpike in the city of Hoboken, said road 
to be laid out below or east of the Pafoacles, or high bluffs, near the 
west sho1e of the river, and not to extend so far rnto the river as to 
interfere with navigation, and in no part to be at an elevation of more 
t!ian tw~nty-five feet abov~ the level of ordinary high Welter in said 
nver; said road shall be lard out not more than four or less than three 
rods wide, and at least twentv-four feet in widlh df the same shall 
be sufficiently arched and dr;ined to keep the same dry, and shall b~ 
suffici~11tly bedded and _faced with stone, gravel, plank or other hard 
material, to make a solid, firm and even roJcl at rtll seasons of' the 
year; and no part of said n,ad shall rise above an angle of three de­
grees with the plane of the horizon; and when the same shall pass 
over t_he waters of the Hudson, or any other stream, it shall be lawful 
fo~ said company to constrnct, keep, and maintain good and sufficient 
bnclges on the line of said road, not less than sixteen feet in width, 
and protected bv sufficient railings on ench side." 

Sectio_n 15. '''J?hat this act shall continue in force twenty years, and 
the Legislature ma.r at any time, when the public good so requires 
alter, amend, or repeal tl11s act." 

A supplement to tho above was passed, Manh 18, 1858. 
A further supplement to the above was p,tBsed February 15, 1860, 

and by 
Section 1. It was enact eel: "That the Ho token and Hudson River 
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Turnpike Company were authorized and empowered to extend their 
turnpike road from the point where it now terminates, at Bull's Ferry, 
northerly over the pnblic road, accordino- to most recent survey of 
said public road, to a point opposite Till~u's dock." 

By an act entitled '· An act to incorporate Tlw Constable's Hook 
and New York Ferry Cornpany,"passed February 16, 1858. 

Section 1. The corporators therein named, "and their successors, 
we1;e created a body corporate and politic by the name of 'The Consta­
bles Hook and New York Ferry Company.'" 

Section 6. ''That said company shall · have the exclusive right, 
privilege, and authority to establish a steamboat ferry, •from any part 
of Cons' able's Hook or Point, to the city of New York, and that it 
shall be the duty of said company to keep and maintain the said ferry, 
from sunrise to sundown, at all seasons of the year, except when it 
shall be deemed impracticable or dangerous." 

Section 7. "That for the purpose of' carryino- out the objects of this 
act, tlie said company may purchase or lease.., real e&tate, and erect 
wharves, piers, slips buildings and other necessary appendages, and 
may build, purchase, or hire steamboats, vessels, and other ferq boats, 
as they may deem necessary for the establishment and continuance of 
a complete ferry or ferries between said places." 

Section 9. To continue in force thirty years, and posess the general 
powers, and be subject to the restrictions and liabilities contained 
in the act entitled "An act concerning Corporations," passed Febru­
ary 14, 1846. 

By supplement to act incorporating the Bergen Point and Stateii 
Island Ferry Company. Ap!Jro,ed March 11th, 1858 (P. Laws 310) 
the company by Section 4th, were authorized to maintain a ferry from 
any part of Bergen Point, within four hundrerl yards of the termina­
tion of the plank road, to the point of' land known as Constable's Hook, 
including said Constable's Hook, to any point or points on the shore 
of Staten Island, on the opposite side of Kill Von Kull. 

Section 5. Author,zes them to bmld and maintain all snch wharves 
and piers as they shall deem necessary and proper to carry out the 
objects of this act. 

The time for establishing said ferry was extended for two years from 
the date of the above supplement. 

By act of March 23d, 1859 (P. Laws 617), The Bergen Point and 
Staten Island Ferry Company and the Constable's Hook and New 
York 0.lrnpany were consolidated, and shall hereafter be known by 
the name of" Tlie Bergen Point, Staten Island and .New York Fer­
ry Company" and to have all the powers granted undee the original 
acts. 

By rnpplement passed March 22d, 1860 (P. Laws 547.) The time 
for commencement of said ferry was extended until the comple1ion of 
the J e1 sey 01 ty and Bergen Railroad Company, provide cl the fe1 ry 
was then established between the termination of said. road and KiU 
Von Kull. 

By act of February 9, 1S31, "Tlie EUzabetlitown and Somerville 
Railroad Company" was incorporated. 
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for the use of said company, and at the commencement and termina­
tion or terminations of the road or roads authorized to be constructed 
by the said act; or by the act en~itled, 'A. supplement to an act enti­
tled, an act to rncorporate the Elizabethtown and Somerville Railroad 
Comp~ny,' passed February 9, 1833, as the said company may deem 
expedient and ;11ecessary for _the 1:s~s and purposes mentioned in the 
thnteenth se?t10n of t(ie said or1gmal act; provided, that the real 
€state authonzed by ~his act, to be held by the said companv shall 
not excee~ four acres m any one county, through which the sa'.id rail­
road or railroads shall pass, shall be subject to tbe same taxes as other 
fr~ehol~ ~state, and that the proviso to the thirteenth section of the 
said ongmal act be, and the same is, hereby repealed." 

A. further supplement to the said last mentioned original act was 
passed March 7, 1837. 

A.n,~ct to incorporate the "Somerville and Easton Railroad Com­
pany, passed February 26, 1847. 

By a si!pplement to the above, passed February 22 1849 • the said 
"Som~tv1lle a_nd Easton Railro,td Company" were a~tlwriz~d to ur­
ehas,e _. the E~;z,lbethtown and Somerville Railroad Company." p 

SE~~IOn 3. That the railroad so purch&sed, to be subject to the 
prov1S1ons of the charter ?f the Somerville and Easton Raiiroacl Com­
pany, and t!Jat _from the tune of the said purchase, the said Somerville 
and Easton. Railroad Company shall be known by the name of , The 
Central Railroad Company of New Jersey.'" 

Sect.ion 5. "That it shall, and may be lawful for the said companv 
to purc~ase and hold ~ands at the termination of the said railroad at th~ 
Sound, m the township of Elizabeth, in the county of Essex, not to ex­
ce~d}wenty acres, for the purpose of erecting thereupon such depots 
~mlarngs and shops, and such piers, wharves and other fixtures as may 

e ~ecessary for the pu~·poses of the said company, and for the accommo­
datron and tran~portatron of. passengers and meichandise; provided 
that the aforesaid lands and improvements shall be subject to the sam; 
assess~ent, and payment of towrn;,hip and county taxes as other real 
estate 1~, or shall by law be subjected to." ' 

By '·. further supplement to act entitled, an act to incorporate the 
Somerville and Easton Railroad Company" passed March 17 13-4 
It was enacted : ' , 0 • 

Section l. "That it shall he lawful for 'The Central Railroad Com­
p~ny of N o:v J orsey to erect, bu~ld or extend such wharves. cl, .-.k,, ,,r 
TY" 0. l'(( r ·vrp .-- ,..,..., f. .l. J., '.,,., r1 1 ~ . : 1 - I \..1 ·~ ,..,, 

l:' 1 '-- _.., h·rJ.._,_..,l.,'v .. o, «......i.U <l.UJUh.1.li1g auy rtll(iS 0W.J10J. lJy t.Llt'lil i~i 01e 
towns ip of Elizabeth, a~ ~ar fn the sound or bay a<i m:ly be 1~:•ce~tm~ 
for t~e purposes _of facil;tatrng tbe transhiprnent of coal, and thefr 
g1neial tr~nsportrng busmess; and also to have and hold what"ver 
w 1arves, P:e.rs, l:i,n<ls or _lots, steamboats, sailing vessefa, and' ;llch 
ol er factl1ties, m the city of New York or elsewhere as m b · 
necessary, or for the manao-ement of their business " ' ay e 

Section 9. "That if the ~aid company shall within six months from 
t~e fassage of .t~is act, fi.l~ in writing their ~ssent to and acceptance 
? a 1 ~he provisions of this act, then the said act shall take efl'ect 
immediately thereafter, but in case the said company shall refuse or 
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neglect so to do within the time specified, then this act sliall be null 
and void." 

A. further snpplement to an act entitled " An A.ct to incorporate 
The Somerville and Easton Railroad Company," passed February 
23, 1860. 

Section 1. Corporation authorized to extend road. "That it shall 
and may be lawful for the Central Railroad Company of New Jersey 
to extend their railroad from some point in th01r track in the city of 
Elizabeth, to some point or points on New York bay, in the county of 
Hudson, at or south of J crsey City; and for thr;t purpose, in its con­
strnct10n and completion, maintenance use, and enjoyment, all and 
every provision of the act entitled ,/ A.n Act to mcorporate The 
Somerville and Ea-oton Railroad Company,' and of the several sup­
plements thereto, sliall extend and be applicable to the railroad now 
authorized to be constructed, in every respect as if the same had been 
originally authorized under the said act to which this is a supple­
ment." 

Section 2. To construct suitable bridges over any navigable water 
that they may cross, with a pivot draw with two openings, &c. 

Section 4. That nothing herein contamed shall be construed to 
prejudice the claims of riparian shore owners, &c. 

By act of March 11th, 1862, a ferry was authorized from Edge­
water, in the county- of Bergen, to the city of New York, from any 
dock or docks now built, or hereafter to be built, upon any land at 
Edgewater, Bergen county, opposite Manhattan ville, New York, late 
,of Jane Dempsey, deceased. . 

By an act entitled "A.n act to rncorporate Tlie New Jersey Steam­
.boat Company," passed March 2, 1854, it was enacted: 

Section 1. "That the corporators therein named, and their successors, 
.are thereby declared and constituted a body politic and corporate, in 
fact and in law, by the name of'The New Jeisy Steamboat Company,' 
,and by that name the said Oorporat on shall have succession, with 
power to sne and be sued," and "may also acqnfre, by purchase or 
,otherwise, and hold, lease, nnd convey such real and personal estate, 
and in general have such rights, privileges, and powers appertaining to 
corporate bodies, as may be necessary and useful for the purposes and 
objects of thrn incorporation." 

Section 7. "That the capital stock of this Company shall be consid­
,ered as persrmal property, tr,msferr'1L1~ upon the book~ of the Com­
pany, a,nd shall b_e ernnloyed ns tbe ~· id bo:ml, 01· a ffWJ0~1ty ofi~e:nJ 
mav deem expedient, rn ihe pu,d1.15rng, bwldrng, rep,rnm6, ana al­
teri;1g any vessel or vessels propelled by steam, and rn the navigation 
of the same up.m the waters of the Hudson River, and the bays, and 
sound·, adj,.c,•nt th,,reto, and in the purchase, repair, and building 
suitable landin~ pL1ces, whacyes, and storehouses at Jersey city, or 
its vicinity, wlncli may be necess.1ry for successfully conducting the 
affairB of the said c,nnpany; and it shall be the duty of the said board, 
or a major1tv thereof,to make from time to time such dividends of the 
net pro:fi 1s o"r the said company, as may be deemed advisable." 

Section 9. ' 1That this act sball contirrne in force for thirty yeara, 
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unless sooner modified or repealed, and that the Legislature may at 
any time hereafter alter, modify or repeal the same." 

'.By act approved March 31, 1864, P. L"tws 619, Tlie New Jersey 
and Pacifio Steamship Company was incorporated. 

Section 6. Requires them to hep au office in Jersey city and au­
thorizes them to purchase, acquire, hold and convey, such re'al estate 
docks, wharves and piers as may be necessary to enable them conven~ 
iently to carry on their business. 

Section 1. .Authorizes them to own vessels, to be propelled by steam 
or other motive power, and to be used in nadgation to and from 
Jersey city and the city of New Orleans, and the waters of the Gnlf of 
Mexico, in the waters of the Atlantic ocean, and in the waters of the 
Pacific ocean or elsewhere, to touch at any intermediate port or place 
between said cities or in said waters. 

Capital to be $1,500,000 with liberty to increase the same, not to 
exceed $4,000,000. 

To continue in existen_ce for thirty years, but to be subject to the 
payment of the tax provided by the act entitled; ''An act to increase 
the rev~nues of the State of New Jersey," .Approved March 6, 1858. 

_3. Lwenses taken out by riparian owners to build wharves anil 
piers, from the chosen freelwlders of Hudson county, in the bay of 
New York. 

By the wharf act all licenses expire within five years from the date· 
of the grant. 

License_ granted September 13, 1854, recorded in the cle1·k's office 
of Hudson county, September 14, 1854, to Charles F. .Norton, Ed­
ward L: .Morton, _and Robert Fish, to make the following improve­
ment, viz.: ~o ?mid a dock, wharf or bre~kwater on New York ·bay,. 
beyond the lumt~ of ordmary low water m front vf' the followin()' de­
scribed l~nd: the first piece belongin~ to said Cha1les F. Mu~ton, 
commencmg at the southeast corner of the land of Richard Cadmus 
in the line_ of high-wf t~r m~rk; running thence, southerly, into said 
bay, on_ said ~admus hne, sixty feet; thence easterly, parallel to high 
water line, :fl.tty feet; thence ~ortherly, parallel to Cadmus' line, sixty 
feet; and thence westerly, fifty feet, to the point of beo-inning. The 
second lot belonging to said Robert Fish and Edward L~Morton com­
mencing at a point in the line of said high-water rrrnrk, fifty feet east­
erly from said Cadmus' line; running thence, southerly along the lot 
l~st described, sixty feet; thence easterly, fifty feet; the~ce northerly, 
sixty feet; and thence westerly, fifty-six feet, to the place of heo-in­
ning. 'l'he last lot belopging to said Charles F. Morton and c~m­
~en.cing at a point in sa_id high-wate~ line, distant one hu'ndred and 
six feet, ea,sterly from said Cadmus' hue; rum1in<Y thence southerly 
a!ong the line of ~he lo~ last described, sixty fe~t; then~e easterly: 
eighty feet, to the hne of the land of William Morrell· thence north­
erly, along said Morrell's line, sixty feet; and thence ;esterly eighty 
feet, to the place of beginning: t!Je same to be not more than tw~ntY­
five _feet wide, and to extend into said tide-water, in a southerly di­
:ect10n, not mo:e t~an four hundred feet from high-water mark, and 
m a westerly direction, one hundred and eighty six feet, more or less, 
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to a point in a para~lel line_ with th~ said ea_sterly line of sa~d Cadmus' 
land • the easterly side or hne of sa1d dock 1s to run on a lme parallel 
with 'the wei;:terly line of said ::Morrell's lmd. . 

License granted Octoher 9, 1854:, recorded October 10, 1854, m the 
clerk's office of Hndsnn county, to David S. Ma:nners, Pfter Ben_tley, 
and others, to build a wharf in front of their lands m Hursimus 
cove, in Jersey City. Suc:h wharf to extend from a lme dr~wn paral­
lel-to and one hundred feet north of the north side of Pavorna avenue, 
near the Long Dock, to a line drawn through the m1drlle o~ S_outh 
Fourth street nnd between said lines from and beyond the limits of 
ordinar,y low-~ater, to a lin~ <lrawn par&llel to, and tw_o hundred foet 
e&sterly from the east side of t_he most easterly st;:eet laid out on Man-
gin's map of Harsimns, sometune;; calle<l Hudson street. . . . 

Notc.-Tbis grant is underotood to have expired by the limitation 
in the wharf act. 

License granted December 13th, 1854:. Recorded December 19th, 
1854 in the clerk',, office of Hudson county. To Dav,d S. Man11ers, 
Pete~ Bentley, Andrew Olerlf, .Abraliam 0. Zabri~kie, Mary Bell, 
Stephen JJ. Harrison and Abraham S. Jewell,_to bu)ld a ~ock, wharf 
or pier in the ~-Iar~imus cove, of tli~ . followrng d1mens10ns: Com­
mencing at a pomt m the centre of 01110 or Meadow stree!, on the 
northerly line of North Fourth street, and fi·om thence runmng so~th 
sixty-six degrees, east eleve,1 hundred and sixty fe~t, to the bas~ lme 
drawn on the map from the head land at North Pl>lllt, Jersey City, to 
the head land at Hoboken, thence parallel with North Th1r~ street, 
sonth seventy-seven de(J'rees, west five hundred feet, to a pomt two 
hundred feet easterly f;om tbe ea,terly lme o_f Hudson street, thence 
south thirteen de.!rees, we~t and pdrallel with Hudson street, seven 
hundred and five feet, to a point one hundred feet n?rtherly from the 
northc•rly line of Pavonia avenue, thence para~lel with the northerly 
line of Pavo11fa av,·nne, one hundreJ feet distant therefrom, north 
seventy-seven degrees, ,\est to ordinary low wat~r mark. 

Note.-Th1s license i, understood to, have expired. . 
License granted January 17, 1855, recorded February 6, 185?, m 

the clerk's office of Hndson county, to Albert N. Brown, to bmld a 
dock, wharf or pier, of tile following ~imen~1ons: to extend l;>cyo~d 
the limits of ordinary low-water ma1k, rnto New York_bay aforesaid, 
which said dock, wharf or pier, shall commence a~~ pomt. on the most 
northeaste1 ly part of the said tract, wher? the d1v1s101_1 line bet~eeu 
the lands of George Vreebnd and the sa1d tract tcr~rnate,1, at lngb­
water mark; f1 om thence, rnrming south, t~en t.r-s1x and ?ne-half 
degrnes east, along the continuation of the said lme, to a pomt !WO 
hundred feet beyond ordinary low~wat~r mark; from thence by a hne, 
to be <lrawn in a soutl1westerly d1rect10~, seven hundred_ and s~venty 
feet, more or less, and at right ~ngles with th_e bst mentioned hne, as 
continued till the same would mtersect the lme between the lands of 
the said Brown and S:ephen Vreeland and Ma1y his wife, extended 
in the course of the same, into New York Bay; thence, along the 
line between the lands of Albert N. Brown anr\ Stephen Vreeland and 
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Mary his. wife, as extended, north, twenty-six and one-half degrees 
west, to high-water mark. 

License to Charles 0. Waterbury, William B. Reynolds, and 
Thomas K. Downing, dated August 10, 1859, recorded August 12, 
1859, in the clerk's otfice of Hudson county. The said license states 
that the parties aforesaid are joint owners of ]ands situate along and 
upon the tide-waters of the Hudson river, being described as follows: 
'.Situate, lying and being in the township of N orthfiBergen at Wee­
:hawken, in.the county.of Hudson, and State of New Jersey; contain­
ing about six acres, bemg a part of Slang's Meadow; bounded north 
by land of Clarence 0. Moore, west by lands of David Pollock and 
Francis Price, on the south by ]and of Miller, formerly of the heirs of 
Deas, and east by the Hudson river. The grant is to build a dock or 
pier into the said river, beyond ordinary low-water mark in front of 
their said lands, and of the following dimensions and location to wit: 
A bridge one hundred and eighty-two feet long, by thirteen f;et wide, 
supported by piles, open to the tide, to be built out into said river; 
the northe~ly side t~1ereof to ~e one hundred and fifty feet south of the 
northerly.lme of sa1~ land, with a,solid dock, seventy feet long, north­
,m,Iy and _sout~, by eighteen feet ~id~, to be built against the easterly 
,end of said bndge, at the centre of said dock· the dock to have a solid 
return at each end, to be twenty feet lonO' fr~m east to west by eigh-
teen feet wide. • 0 ' 

Ljcenses to The Delaware and Raritan Canal Company, and The 
Camden and Amboy Railroaif and Transportation Company. Dated 
July 30th, 1863; recorded m the clerk's office of Hudson county 
September 15th, 1863. 

The petition sets out that the companies own a certain tract of land 
at Berien Point, in the township of Bayonne, in the county of Hud­
son, lymg on the north shore of the Kill Von Kull, and being fourteen 
hundred feet in lengt? along said shore, and lying between the lot or 
tract of meadow which was conveyed by Peter Crary and wife to 
Samuel D. Ingham and Matthew 0. Jenkins, by deed bearing date 
the fourth day of· May, 1848, and the other lot or tract of meadow 
which was conveyed by the said Crary and wife to Samuel D. Ingha~ 
and Matthew 0. Jenkins by a certain other deed, bearing date the 
23d day of May, 1848; bounded on the west by the said lot described 
and conveyed in the deed first above referred to, on the east by the 
lot described and conveyed in the deed secondly above referred to, on 
the norlh by lands of E. H. Coutant, and on the south by the Kill 
Von Kull. 

The license authorizes said companies to build docks, wharves and 
piers of the following dimensions, to extend beyond the limits of 
ordinary low water mark into the waters of Kill Von Kull aforesaid. 

Beginning at a point on the northerly shore of the Kill Von Kull 
at low"water mark, where lands of the Delaware and R:aritan Canal 
and Camden and Amboy Railroad and Transportation Companie~ 
join the lands of .Hew.lett, and from th~nc~ running: southerly towards 
the channel of said Kill Von Kull, at nght angles from the line of low 
water, in front of the lands of the Delaware and Raritan Canal and 
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Camden and Amboy Railroad and Transport~tion Compani~s one 
hundred feet; thence easterly in a strai~ht hne, parallel with the 
general course of said shore line seventy-five feet; the1cef so1::K~fi 
at right angles from said shore, and towards the channe o sa:i i 
Von Kull, two hundred feet; thence easte~ly and paraUel with t~e 
shore fifty feet; thence northerly and at right angles. tow~rds sai.d 
shore two hundred feet; thence easterly and parallel wit~ s~fd s;o~~ 
.and distant therefrom one hundred feet, two hundred an ty ee , 
thence southerly at right angles from said shore three ,hundred and 
fifty feet towards the channel of said Kill Von Kull; then_ce easterly 
and parallel with the shore fifty feet; thence northerly1 at nght ante1 
towards said shore three hundred and fifty feet, to a pomt one rrn ~eh 
feet from the line of low water; thence easterly, and pa~al e wit 
said shore two hundred and fifty feet; thence southerly, at ri~ht.~nfi:1_1 
from the shore fom· hundred feet, towards the channel of sa, i 
Von Kull ; thence easterly, parallel with sai~ shore fifty feet; thence 
northerly and at rioht angles towards said shore, four hundred 
feet to a point distant one hundred feet from low water mark; thence 
easterly, and parallel with the shore t:Vo hundred and fifty frt ;. 
thence southerly, at rigl1t angles from said shore, three hundred :et, 
towards the channel of the said Kill Von Kull; thence easterly, .~~d 

arallel with said shore fifty feet; thence northerl;y, and at rig t 
~nolps towards said shore, three hundred feet, to a pomt o;:e lf 1nd;e~ 
feet distant from low water mark; thence easterly, ~nd para 1 e ; 1t 
said shore two hundred and fifty feet; thence at .r1g~\f~ es Kt1t 
said shore two hundl'ed feet, to the channel of said I on u , 
thence ea;terly, and parallel with said shore fifty feet; then~e south­
erly and at right angles towards said shore, two hundred feet, to d 

oidt one hundred feet from low water mark; thence easterly, an 
~arallel with said shore seventy-five feet i the;1ce sou\£:.e1ly, an~ at 
ri ht ano-les towards the said shore of said Kill Von u 1 one un­
d g d feet "'to low water mark at a point on the southeasterly corner of 
t~: land~ of the said Dela~are a_nd Raritan ~anal and Oamden and 
Amboy Railroad and Transportat10n Oornpames. 

The· foregoing embraces all the grants that have come to my knowl­
edge after carelnl research, an<l I 'believe the same to be complete. 

Very respectfully yours, i 

JACOB WEART. 
,Jersey City, Feb, nary 11, 1S65. 



APPENDIX "E." 

.An abstract ef all grants made by the Legislature of the State ef 
.New Jersey, qf lands 1mderwater in the Delaware River, in front 
qf the city qf Camden, between Kaighn's Point and Coope1·'s 

Point. 

1st. "A.n act to incorporate the Camden and Philadelphia Steam-
boat Ferry Company," Approved Eebruary 23, 1848. " 

Section 1. Authorizes said company "to erect a Steamboat ferry 
between the city of Camden und Philadelphia, at or adjoining the 
north side of Spruce street, in said city of Camden." 

May purchase or le:.ise real estate, erect wharves, piers, slips, build-
ing_s and other necessary appendages. 

By a supplement to the above passed March 25, 1852. The incor-
porate name of the above mentioned Ferry Company was changed to 
"The Union Steamboat Ferry Company," and they were empowered 
to erect their ferries, between the cities of Camden and Philadelphia, 
at any point or points they may select, and purehase or lease for that 
purpose, real estate." 

By an act, entitled, "An act to incorporate the West Jersey Ferry 
Oompari,y," passed January 31, 184:9. 

Preamble sets forth, "Whereas, Abraham Browning and others 
own the ferries between Market street, in the city of Camden, and the 
city of Philadelphia, with the real estate, boats, slips, and appendages 
belonging thereto; which property not being in its nature susceptible 
of division without great prejudice, and liable to embarrassment and 
inconvenience by death or other misfortune, while thus jointly held, 
the said owners desire to be incorporated, that they may, with 
greater security to themselves and advantage to the public, improve 

said ferries." Section 1. That the pe1sons named in the above preamble, "and 
snch other person or persons as may be hereafter associated with them, 
shall be, and hereby are, ordained, constituted, and declared a body 
politic and corporate, in fa.ct and in law, by the name of ' The West 
"Jersey Ferry Oompany,' for the purpose of continuing, establishing, 
.and improving the ferry or ferries now owned by them, from, at, or 
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near the foot of Market street, in the city of Camden, to some point or 
points upon the river Delaware, within the city or county of Philadel­
phia; and for that purpose the said company may purchase or lease 
real estate, and erect wharves, piers, slips, buildings, and other neces­
sary appendages, at or near the foot of said Market street and at' 
their landing place or places within the said city or county df Phila­
delphia; and may build or purchase steamboats, vessels and other 
ferry boats, of such description and dimensions as they' may think 
proper, and as may be necessary for the establishment and continuance 
of a complete ferry or ferries between said cities · and it shall be the 
duty of sai~ co~pany to k_eep a steamboat or boats running at said 
ferry or fernes m the daytime, for the accommodation of the public 
at. all seasons of the year, under the penalty of fifty dollars for each 
failure or refusal, to b_e s~ed fo! by the party demanding and refused 
-to be_ taken across said river, m any court of record in this State: 
provided, that the said forfeiture shall not attach or be recovered 
when t4e navigation of said river is impracticable ~r imminently dan-
gerc,us. • 

Section 2. "That it shall and may be la wfnl for the said corpora­
tors, or any one of them, to lease, or sell convey or assiO'n all or any 
portion of their said ferry property, real' or personal, to ~h~ said com­
l?any; and any lease, deed of conveyance, assignment, or other trans­
fer, 11;ade and executed by them, or any of them, shall be as good and 
suflic~ent to pass the term, property, or estate, therein mentioned and 
~escnbed, as the same would be if made and executed by any other­
person or persons." 

Section 10. Penalty for inju;in.g works &c. 
Section p. "That this act shall conti~ue in force for thirty years, 

and shall be deemed and taken as a public act· and the Legislature 
reserves the right, at any time, to alter, amend, ~r repeal the same." 

3d. By an act, entitled, ".An aot to incorporate The Philadelphia 
Ferry Company," passed February 5, 1850, the 

r=:reamble sets forth, "that. Ri~hard F. Loper and others own the 
ferries between G!ouceste~ C~ty, m the State of New Jersey, and in 
the -county of Ph1lad~lph1a, m, the State of Pennsylvania, with the 
re~! e~tate,. ~oats, shps, and appendages belonging thereto, &c. ;. 
while thus Jomtl;r held, the said_ owners desire to be incorporated, 
that they may, with greater secnrity to themselves and advantage to 
the pnb]ic, improve said ferries." ' 

Sectio? 1: "That the s~id Richard F. Loper, William M. Baird; 
and Benpmm T. ¥cMur~ne, and such other person or persons as may 
b~ h~reafter associated with them, shall be, and hereby are, ordained, 
cons~ituted, and declared to be a body politic and corporate, in fact 
and m law, by the name of" The Pliil(l,delphia Ferry Company" for 
the _purpose of continuing, establishing, and improving the fer~·y or 
ferries now ?Wned by the persons named in the above preamble, from 
~loucester, m th~ State ?f New Jersey, to some point or points on the 
river Delaw_are, m the city or county of Philadelphia, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, and for tbat purpose the said company may purchase 
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o~ lease real estate, and erect,wharves, piers, slips, buildings}and oth'e~' 
necessary appendages, and may b11ild or purch~se,st~amboats, vessels 
and other ferry-boats, ofi such description and dune~~10ns as :th~y may; 
think proper, and as may be necessary for the e~taolrs~ment of a com­
plete ferry or ferries between said' places; and 1t ~hall be t_he duty of 
said company to keep a steamboat or boats runnrng at said _ferry or 
ferries, in the daytime, for the accommodation of the ipubhc, a: all 
seasons of' the year, under the penalty of fifty ~ollars for each fail:ure 
or refusal, to be sued for by 'the party demandrng _and ·refused t? be 
taken across said river, in any,court of record in this· State; provided!_ 
that the •said forfeiture shall not attach or be recovered when the,nav­
igation of said river i_s impracticable or imminently danger?us." " 

Section 2. "That 1t shall and mav be lawful for the said,corpora­
tors, or any of them, to lease, sell, convey or assign, all or. any por-' 
tion of their said ferry property, real or personal, to ~he said com:pa­
ny; and any lease, deed o{ conveyance, assignment or other transfer, 
made and executed by them, or any of them, shalt be as ~ood and_ 
sufficient to pass,the term,. property and estate therein m~nt10ned and! 
described, as) the same would be if made and executed by any other, 
person or persons." 

Section 9. "Tbat all the joint 'stock, property, money and effec~s1 

of said company shall be answerable for all contracts ma?e by s_aid 
compa~y, 0r any of its authorized agents, and. for ,all 1ust claims.. 
against.·the same." 

Section 12. Penalty for injuring works. . 
Section' 13. "That this act shall continue in force for thirty years~ 

and shall be deemed and taken as a public act, and the legislature re-· 
serves the right at any time to alter, amend or repeal the same/' 

By an Act entitled "An .Aot to incorporate tlw Cooper's Point· 
Ferry Company," passed February 23, 1850; ' . . 

Section 1. "That Joseph W. Cooper ana others, and their assom­
ates and all other persons who shall become subscribers aud o_wners­
of tbe capital- stock hereby created, shall be, and they and their s~1c~· 
cessors and assigns are hereby made and declared to 1?e a corporation 
and body politic, by t½e name of 'Tlie Cooper's Point Ferry Com-­
pany.'" 

Section 6. "That the board of directors shall have power to, erect1 

a steamboat ferry between Cooper's Point in the city of· Camden ar:dL 
Philadelphia, at such place o; places a~ may best serve the pubhc, 
convenience and interest of smd corporat10n; and for that purpose· 
may purcha~e or lease real estate, erect wharves, piers, slips,, build-,, 
ibgs and all other neces;:ary appendages, and may build ·steamboats,1 
vessels, and ferry boats, of such descri~tion and dimensi~ns as ~he 
said board shall order and direct ; provided always, that 1t s~all be 
the duty of said corporat·on to keep a steamboat or boats rnnmng, a!l 
the year for the accommodation of the public; and they shall ~ot fa;ik 
or refuse to carry any person or per~ons across the Delaware river rn, 
the daytime, under the penalty of fifty dollar~ for each failure or .re-. 
fusal, to be sued for by the party demandmg and refused to be, 
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taken across the said river, in any court of record in this state · J'r'O­
vided the said forfeiture shall not ~ttach or be recovered whe~ the 
navigation of 1<aid river is impractic,1blo or imminently dan"erous." 

Section 9. Penalty for injuring works. 0 

Section 10. "This ae:t shall continue in force for thirty years and 
shall be deemed and taken as a public act." ' 

By an A.ct entitled "An Act to incorporate the Bout!,, Camden 
Ferry Company," passed March 14 1851. 

Section 1. "Thej corporators' add their associates, and all other 
persons who shall become subscr!bers of the capital stc,ck hereby cre­
ated, shall be, and they and their snccessors and assiO'ns, are hereby 
made an,d declared to be a co!'poration and body 0politic, oy the 
name ~f Tlie South Oamden FerJ'y Oom_pany.'" 

Section 6. "That the board of directors shall have power to erect 
a ste~~nboat ferrv, from the foot of Ferry street, at Kaighn's Point, in 
the city of _Camden, to such pbce or places in the city and county of 
P~il~delplna, as _may best serve the public convenience and interest 
of said c_orpor~t1011; an~ for tl~at pnrpo~e may purchase or lease red! 
estate, _ei ect Wharves, p_,ers,. slips, burldrngs, and all other necessary 
apper,1d,~ges, and r_nay build Sleamboats, vessels, and ferry-boats, of such 
descnpt10n a;1d dimcmsions as the said board sha11 order and direct. 
Provuled always, that it shall _be the duty of' the said corporation to 
keep a stea~nboat or boats rnnnrng all the year for the accommodation 
of the pub~1c; and they shall r:ot f~il or refuse. to carry any person or 
pers~ns aCioss the Delawa;e River m the daytune, under the penalty 
of fiity _dollars for each failure or refusal, to be sued for by the party 
demand1n~ an~ refused to be_ taken across the said river, in any court 
of record m this State; provided the said forfeiture shall not attach 
or ?e r~covered when the navigation of the said rivet· is impracticaulo 
or 1m~111ently dangerous." ·• 

Sect10n 9. Penalty for injurinO' works. 
• Section 10. "That this act sh~ll continue in force for thirty years, 

and shall be deemed and taken ns a public act." 

By "supplement" to the above act passed Febrnary 24 1853 the 
'd " (Y l rl ;:/ V ' ' ' ' sai. 1:JOUtri vamuen 1.'erry Company," were !Ulthorized to establish 

then· ferry at the foot of Kaighn's Point avenue f~JJ·merly called 
Market stree_t, a_t Kaighn's Point, in the city of (Jimden. '' And 
erect and rnamtam the necessary wharves slins O'ates" &c 

S t . 2 "S h f' h · :! • • ' 1 ' ' n ' • ec 10n . o mnc. o. t e sa1r origma a~t as requires the said 
~ompany to erect their ferry at Ferry street, m the city of Camden 
is repealed." ' 

B_Y au act_ entitled "An Act to incorporate the Kaighn's Point and 
-f:lnl:r,delJ?hia _Ferry Oornpany,': passed Mareh 15, 1859, the said 

Kaighn s Poi?t. and Ph1Jadelp!11a Company" was ,granted the same 
powers an~ pri v1leges that '' The South Camden Ferry Company" 
~el~ by their charter of March 14, 1851. An abstract of which tharter 
is g1 ven above. 
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By an act entitled "An act to incorporate ~he Gloucester a~id P_hila­
ilelphici Ferry Company, passed February 2"1, 1861. By tlns act, the 
said "Gloucester and Philadelphia Ferry Com_Pany" had the sa_me 
powers and privileg0s given them as the above recited fer1·y compames. 

By ".A.n A.ct to authorize Joseph W. Souder. an~ William '\~. 
Dek~yne, of the city of fhiladelphia, t~ build, m~mta1~, and ke~p 1f 
repair a dock or wharf m front of' thmr lands, m the townslnp 0 

Chester, in the cnunty of Burlington." . 
Section 1. "That it shall and maybe lawful for the ~aid Joseph _W. 

Souder and William W. Deklyne, their heirs and ass1gns1 to bmldf 
maintain, and keep in repair a dock or wharf upon and m ~ront 0 

their lands in the township of Chester, in the county of Bnn)ngton, 
a sufficient distance into said river for the purposes aforesaid, and 
from time to time to rebuild and repair the same; and to lay vessels 
at said dock or wharf and receive dockage or wharf1ge th~ref'or from 
all persons using the 'same; provided, that nothing m this act shall 
be construed to confer any right to ferry, upon the _owner or. owners of 
-said dock or wharf, nor to authorize the extens10n of sa1_d d?ck or 
wharf' so far into said river as to injure or impede the nav1gat10n of 
the same." 

Section 2. Penalty for injuring dock. 

By ".A.n Act to authorize Andrew Manderson and James Mander­
son to build, maintain, and keep in repair a dock, ":harf, or wharves1, 
in front of their lands in the township of Newton, m t?~ county 01 

Camden," passed Marcb 19, 1851. The powers and privileges same 
as the above. . . 

"An act to authorize John W. Mickle to build wharves ID. 

front of his lands in the township of Newton, in the ~o.unty of Cam­
den," passed March 17th, 1854. The powers and pnv1legos same as 
the above. 

'' .A.n act to authorize Joseph W. Cooper to build wharvee i~ 
front of his lands in the city of Camden, in the county of Camden, 
passed February'6, 1858. The powers and privileges same as the 
above. 

By "An act to authorize and confirm th~ erec~io~ of wharves a1;d 
piers, by the National Iron Armor and Ship Bmldmg Company, rn 
the county of Camden," pat'sed January 28th, 1864. 

Section 1. "That all wharves, piers, docks, or other works) hereto­
fore erected now in course of erection, on or in front of the land_s of 
the N ation;l Iron Armor and Ship Bnilding Company, on the river 
Delaware, in the county of Camden, sha_ll b~ and are hereby confirmed 
and declared to be valid and effectual m hke manner as thongl: the 
same had been erected or cvmmenced to be erected under the au,hor­
ity of an act. of the le()'islature of this state." 

Section 2. Penalty for injuring works. 
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An act to incorporate ,the " Camden· and Atlantic·, Railroad Com­
pany. Approved March 19th, 1852; page 253. 

By Section 6. The president :and directors of, said, :company· were,, 
authorized to survey, lay out ,and construct a railroad from the citr­
of Camden, in the county of Camden, or from some point within one 
mile of said city, to run through th,e counties of. Camden and Atlantic,, 
to the sea, at.or near Ab!>ecom,inlet, in the,said,county of Atlantic., · 

Section 13. That.the said com,p~ny may purchase, have and, hold 
real estate at the termini of the yailroad, and at any intermediate,de­
pots upon the_ line of the .same, not-exceeding five acres at each placer 
and may erect or build thereon, such houses, warehouses .and machine, 
shops, t1,nd other buildings, and improvements, as they may ,deem ex-f 
pedient, for the s.afety of proper,ty, and the construction and. repairing 
of cars,.carriages, stea.m eogines, and for other necessary uses. 

"An a.ct to incorp.orate the New Jersey Ocean Steam.Na,vigatiom 
Company." Approved February 19th, 1&55. (88) 

Section 1. Power "to build, lease, &c., steamboats and other) ves.,,. 
sels, and to purchase, lease, cons:truct, at the city of Camden, and at, 
other ports and places. upon.the river Delaware, such wharves, piers,.: 
storehouses, &c., as they shall deem necessary; and also power to 
transport and carry freight and passengers, from the cities of Camden: 
and Philadelphia, and other ports and phces upon the river Dela­
ware, to the cities of New York and Brooklyn, pmvided they shall 
not make any er!:lction upon the river Delaware so as to impair the 
navigation of said ,river. 

"An act to incorporate the Farmers' and Citizens Ferry Company."' 
Approved March 10th, 1856. (186) 

Section 6. Authorizes the board of directors of said. company to. 
erect a steamboat ferry from the foot of Cooper street, or some othev 
point in the city of Camden, to such place or places in the city of 
Philadelphia, as may best serve the public convenience and interest 
of said corporation. May purchase or lease real estate, erect wharves, 
piers, &c,, and build ferry bqats, &c. 
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