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CHAPTER 36
STATE BOARD OF MORTUARY SCIENCE

Authority
N.J.S.A. 45:7-38.

Source and Effective Date

R.1994 d.523, effective September 19, 1994.
See: 26 N.J.R: 2536(a), 26 N.J.R. 4201(a).

Executive Order No. 66(1978) Expiration Date

Chapter 36, State Board of Mortuary Science, expires on September
19, 1999.

Chapter Historical Note

Chapter 36, State Board of Mortuary Science, was filed and became
effective prior to September 1, 1969. Pursuant to Executive Order No.
66(1978), Chapter 36, Subchapters 1 through 8, was readopted as
R.1984 d.341, effective July 23, 1984. See: 16 N.J.R. 505(a), 16 N.J.R.
2143(b). Subchapter 9, Prevention of Unfair or Deceptive Acts and
Practices, was adopted as R.1984 d.525, effective November 19, 1984.
See: 16 N.J.R. 1315(a), 16 NJ.R. 3210(a). Subchapter 7, Embalming
Schools, was repealed by R.1985 d.293, effective June 17, 1985. See:
17 N.J.R. 797(a), 17 NJ.R. 1580(a). Pursuant to Executive Order No.
66(1978), Chapter 36 was readopted as R.1989 d.540, effective Septem-
ber 27, 1989. See: 21 N.J.R. 1971(a), 21 N.J.R. 3474(b). A new
Subchapter 7, Special Rules of Practice, was adopted as R.1994 d.288,
effective June 6, 1994. See: 26 N.J.R. 1302(a), 26 N.J.R. 2293(b).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 36 was readopt-
ed as R.1994 d.523. See: Source and Effective Date. See, also,
section annotations.
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SUBCHAPTER 1. ADMINISTRATION

13:36-1.1 Seal of the Board

The Seal of the Board shall be the Seal of New Jersey
encircled with the words “State Board of Mortuary Science
of New Jersey.”

13:36-1.2 (Reserved)

Repealed by R.1984 d.341, effective August 6, 1984.
See: 16 N.J.R. 505(a), 16 N.J.R. 2143(b).
Section was “Office of the Board.”

13:36-1.3 Board meetings

(a) The Board shall hold an annual meeting in May each
year, or at such other time as the President may direct, at
which time the President and Secretary of the Board shall
be elected for the ensuing year.
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(b) Special meetings of the Board may be called by the
President upon reasonable notice being given to the mem-
bers. In the event of unavailability of the President for
illness or otherwise, three members of the Board shall have
the power to call a special meeting in cases of emergency.

Amended by R.1984 d.341, effective August 6, 1984.
See: 16 N.J.R. 505(a), 16 N.J.R. 2143(b).

“July” changed to “May”; “five days” changed to “reasonable”.

13:36-1.4 Duties of Executive Director

(a) The Executive Director shall be in full charge of
office administration. It shall be his or her duty to:

1. Receive complaints and answers;
2. Set and calendar cases for hearings;

3. Issue notices of hearing and statements to respon-
dents;

4, Perform any and all duties which the Board may
from time to time impose upon him or her.

Amended by R.1994 d.523, effective October 17, 1994.
See: 26 N.J.R. 2536(a), 26 N.J.R. 4201(a).

13:36-1.5 Inspector’s duties
(a) The inspector shall:

1. Inspect mortuaries for cleanliness wherein practi-
tioners of mortuary science are practicing;

2. Where necessary, view dead human bodies which
have been placed in the care of any practitioner of
mortuary science;

3. Inspect the license and registration of practitioners
of mortuary science;

4. Verify employment and check credentials of all
interns in training;

5. Visit any place where the practice of embalming is
being conducted or where a funeral is in process of being
directed; provided, however, that such visitation shall be
made in a respectful and decorous manner, as may be
fitting the presence of the dead;

6. Visit any cemetery, crematory or public mausoleum
for the purpose of determining whether dead human
bodies entrusted to the care of a practitioner of mortuary
science or funeral director are being properly disposed of
according to law.

(b) The inspector shall perform such other duties as may
be directed by the Board and shall report to the Board at
each regular meeting and at such other times as the Board
may direct.

Amended by R.1984 d.341, effective August 6, 1984.
See: 16 N.J.R. 505(a), 16 N.J.R. 2143(b).

Amended by R.1994 d.523, effective October 17, 1994.
See: 26 N.J.R. 2536(a), 26 N.J.R. 4201(a).
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13:36-9.19

1. State or local law or regulation requires embalming
in the particular circumstances regardless of any funeral
choice which the family might make; or

2. Prior approval for embalming (expressly so de-
scribed) has been obtained from a family member or
other authorized person; or

3. The funeral provider is unable to contact a family
member or other authorized person after exercising due
diligence, has no reason to believe the family does not
want embalming performed, and obtains subsequent ap-
proval for embalming already performed (expressly so
described). In seeking approval, the funeral provider
shall disclose that a fee will be charged if the family
selects a funeral which requires embalming, such as a
funeral with a viewing, and that no fee will be charged if
the family selects a service which does not require em-
balming, such as direct cremation or immediate burial.

(b) To prevent the unfair or deceptive acts or practices
mentioned in (a) above, funeral providers shall include on
the contract, final bill, or other written evidence of the
agreement or obligation given to the customer, the state-
ment: “If you selected a funeral which requires embalming,
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such as a funeral with viewing you may have to pay for
embalming. You do not have to pay for embalming you did
not approve if you selected arrangements such as direct
cremation or immediate burial. If we charged for embalm-
ing, we will explain why below.”

13:36-9.18 Retention of documents

To prevent the unfair or deceptive acts or practices
specified in this subchapter, funeral providers shall retain
and make available for inspection by Board officials true
and accurate copies of the price lists specified in N.J.A.C.
13:36-9.5, 9.6 and 9.7, as applicable, for at least one year
after the date of their last distribution to customers, and a
copy of each statement of funeral goods and services select-
ed, as required by N.J.A.C. 13:36-9.8 for at least six years
from the date on which the statement was signed, in con-
formity with N.J.A.C. 13:36-1.9.

13:36-9.19 Comprehension of disclosures

To prevent the unfair or deceptive acts or practices
specified in this subchapter, funeral providers shall make all
disclosures required in a clear and conspicuous manner.
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