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MESSAGE. 

To the Legislative Council 

and General Assembl'!f of the State of New Jersey. 

GENTLEMEN: 

Another yea1· has rapidly passed away with its many anxie­
ties and cal'es. You are again met as the representatives of 
the people, to transact such business as the necessities of your 
constituents and the general interests of the State, may require. 

How much will be demanded at your hands of a private cha­

racter, is not of course within my knowledge; but I am persua­

ded that you will find no occasion for the passage of many 

public acts. There is a common feeling pervading the State 
that few changes in our system of laws should be made, and 

those which are made should be of the most pressing necessity. 
I anticipate, therefore, in your behalf, no very prolonged deten­
tion from your ordinary avocations and pursuits. 

Whatever differences of opinion may exist among us con­

cerning the various obligations which rest upon us as citizens, 
I feel well assured that we must all desire to unite in devout 

acknowledgments to that superintending Providence whose pa­
ternal care has so signally blessed us during the past year. At 

no former period have we as a people shared more largely in 

his bounties; in the abundant productions of the earth, or in 
the enjoyment of general health. While we are thus bound 
together in common benefits, I may surely cherish the hope 

that we may be duly-impressed with a just sense of our com­
mon obligations, and that in the exercise of this spirit your 
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impartial and undivided attention will be given to the promo -
tion of the common welfare. 

A course of legislation that embraces in its scope all the 
. great interests of society, that encourages schools and fosters 

improvements, cannot fail to throw around our institutions 
walls of defence that must ever protect them from domestic 
dissensions or foreign pressure. The three great branches of 
industry, Agriculture, Manufactures and Commerce, are at all 
times especially entitled to the fosterirtg care of government, 
for their prosperity and advancement include the progress and 
happiness of society. With us the farming interest must ever 
be a leading object of concern; and in recurring to the history 
of the year, I refer with much pleasure to the formation of an 
Agricultural Society in th!') centre of the State, under favora-
ble auspices, as an indication of an increasing interest on the 
subject. This may, and I trust will, be productive of much 
public advantage. Associations of this description bring to-
gether the substantial men of the country, cultivate a friendly 
interchange of views, promote a wholesome emulation, encou-
rage industry, and recompense useful talent and enterprise, by 
pecuniary and honorary rewards. With these encouragements, 
agricultural improvements may be quickened, and husbandry 
maintain its proper rank among the arts of life. If the aid of 
the Legislature can in any way promote these great ends, I 
hope it will be cheerfully granted. A committee on Agricul -
ture has been recently constituted in each house and should be 
continued. ... 

I could wish it were in my power to speak in the same en-
couraging tone of our manufacturing and commercial interests . 
These great branches of industry which embrace a large body 
of our population, suffer in a peculiar degree from the de-
rangements of the times, and in a special manner . need the 
care and protection of the government. Exposed to great 
fluctuations, they should be treated kindly, and their interests 
guarded with a sustaining hand. I feel it to be the special 
duty of public men every where, to consider seriously the 
causes of their depression, and to lend all possible aid to the 
means for their re-establishment. For myself, I despair of any 
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successful enterprise in business until the facilities for carrying 
it on, can be rendered permanent and uniform, and mutual con-
fidence be restored. Some mode must be devised by which the 
exchanges of the country can be effected with ease and econo-
my. The government must help, or I see no way in which 
either commerce or manufactures can ever flourish. In other 
times the government and the producing classes had a common 
feeling of dependence on each other, and harmonised in action. 
It is in fact, the very design of our government to secure and 
advance the individual prosperity of its citizens. There are, 
there can be no separate or independent interests. The whole 
constitution of society is indeed, but an exemplification of the 
law of mutual obligation. All branches of industry, and all 
conditions in life, are more or less dependent upon each other, 
and hence the embarrassment of one must sooner or later af-
fect every other. The merchant cannot, at this day, sell his 
goods to a southern or western State, or the manufacturer the 
labor of his hand without paying as much or more in the dif-
ference of exchange, than the whole amount of his profits. 
To remedy this evil, the value of money must, in some way, 
be made equal in the different portions of the Union. This 
was once the case in the United States, and it is in vain that 
we look for the restoration of business, until our public men, 
forgetting all minor considerations, shall unite in an earnest 
effOl't to bring about thi~ all important, this indispensable re -
sult. I am aware that this i, a subject beyond your province 
as a State Legislature. Congi:ess is alone competent to pro-
vide a remedy. But it is wise and proper, at all times, to dis-
cuss every national interest which deeply affects our prosperity. 

During the past year it became my duty to give certificates 
of election to the members of the twenty-sixth Congress from 
this State. The contest had been unusually warm. The 
friends of the respective candidates had made great exertions 
in their support, and felt a deep interest in their success; and 
it could not, therefore, be hoped that any decision would be 
satisfactory to all, or escape the censure of those who should 
be disappointed by the result. It would have been agreeable 
to my feelings, could the necessity for action on my part , have 
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been dispensed with altogether. The duty however, was im-
perative, and there was no choice but to discharge it accord-
ing to law. The whole subject was laid before all the mem-
bers of the Legislative Council, summoned as a Privy Council, 
was discussed at large, and resulted in a recommendation, by a 
majority of that body, that the certificates must be granted un-
der the then existing laws of the State to the persons to whom 
they were subsequently given, and the whole merits of the con-
troversy left to the decision of Congress. This result not be-
ing satisfactory to those persons who did not receive the certi-
ficates, they and their friends have taken such course as they 
thought proper to do respecting it, and whether that course has 
been well or ill chosen, all will be pe1·mitted to judge according 
to their habits of thinking and acting. Every review of the 
opinion expressed at that time, has only confirmed me in the 
beli:ef that the law was faithfully declared, and beyond that, for 
myself, I feel no concern. In counting the votes, the Governor 
and Council are ministerial officers, having ·no judicial power. 
The township officers make their returns to the clerks of the 
different counties, and those officers to the Governor. The 
clerks base their return exclusively upon the returns made to 
them by the township election officers. They cannot modify 
or alter them in any way, and the Governor and Council in 
this respect ·, as counting officers of a higher grade, must rest 
also only on the returns made to them by the clerks, and can-
not vary or depart from them. So far as any difficulty is cre-
ated by the return itself, as by mistakes in addition, mis-spelling 
the name of a candidate, the omission of a letter, or by any 
other irregularity appearing on the face of the return, the facts 
being before the Governor and his Council, may be and should 
always be counted in such way as to carry out the clear inten-
tion of the voter. In the present instance every vote was 
given to the candidates according to such intent, so far as the 
same could be ascertained by the returns before us. We re-
fused to go out of the returns made by the clerks, from a con-
viction that we had no power by law so to do. Such was the 
advice given me by my constitutional advisers, and in their 
opinion I did then and do now coincide. Was it ever intended 
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to give to the Governor any power over the returns which the 
clerks should make ? Has he the right to reject any return, or 
to require or dictate any modification of it? No such power 
ever was, in my opinion, confided to him, and none such I trust, 
will ever be placed in the hands of one man. This would be 
a dangerous delegation of power, and one which I would resist 
in common with every other citizen of the State. He must 
count the votes as the returning officer sends them, without ex-
ercising any controlling influence. Great importance has been 
attached to the words in the law which require the Governor 
and Privy Council to determine the six persons for representa-
tives, "who have the greatest number of votes from the whole 
State." What votes are here referred to? Clearly those con-
tained in the returns of the clerks. The act itself so declares. 
What else could govern the counting officer ? Is he to be 
guided uy rumor, by the statements of individuals, by certin.-
cates of township officers; or must he be governed by the re-
turns made by the officers appointed by law? It seems to me 
there cannot rest a doubt on the question. The return made 
by the clerk of Cumberland, was a general one, in strict con-
formity to the act, giving the aggregate vote for each candidate 
in the whole county, without specifying the townships, and pur-
ported to be a full 1:eturn of all the votes of the county. Was 
this return to be rejected, and if so, for what reason ? The re-
turn of the clerk of Middlesex specified the townships, and as 
to the township of South Amboy, declared that no return had 
been made to him from that township according to law. Had 
the Governor and Council a right, in such case, to say to the 
clerk, your return is false; the township officers at South Am-
boy have made a return to you according to law? It is idle to 
talk of any such powel' ; the exercise of it would violate the 
whole spirit and intention of the act. Is it not perceived that 
such a construction would make the Governor and Council, who 
by law are mere counting officers, the arbiters of the whole elec-
tion, and ir'they may go this length without the sanction of law, 
they may, with the same propt·iety, hold a grand inquest over the 
whole election and sit in judgment upon the entire canvass. So 
arbitrary _and illegal an act on the part of your executive offi-
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cers, would receive universal condemnation. It has been fur-
ther insisted that the Governor was bound by law to send to the 
clerk of Middlesex for a return of the votes of the township of 
South Amboy, which by his certificate appeared not to have 
been made to him according to law. I have searched in vain 
for any such law. None such exists. The only case provided 
fot· by the statute is where the clerk of a county makes no re-
turn at all. In such case the Governor has authority to send 
for his return, and only in such case. There were returns made 
by the clerks from every county before the count was made, 
and by law we were bound to accept and act upon them. The 
r.recedents were found on enquiry to be all in conformity with 
this view of the case. There is not a single instance where 
any Governor aQd Council ever went beyond the clerk's return, 
or ever acted upon any other evidence than his certificate. On 
the contrary, there are many cases which sanction the con-
struction which was adopted. Several of the members of 
C0tmcil had been members two years before, when the very 
same questions arose in a case from Somerset county, and the 
rule was considered as settled by that case. 

You will perceive that I place myself and those gentlemen 
who acted with me, upon the single ground of having faithfully 
exeyuted the law. If we Iive under a government of laws, we 
must follow them, implicitly, without fear or favor; and all 
good citizens will sustain their public officers in so doing. If 
any injustice has been done, the remedy is a plain one. The 
power is with Congress; they alone have the right to rectify 
the error if any exists. 

So far as the conduct of the clerks of Middlesex and Cum-
berland is concerned, it does not become me to speak. That 
they acted as faithful public officers under a solemn sense 
of obligation, and with a higher regard for the authority of law 
than the praises or censures of men, I never had a doubt. 

It is much to be i·egretted that this question should have as-
sumed a mere party aspect. From that moment all reason and 
argument ceased, and vrnre followed only by denunciation 
and passion . If I could believe that I possessed one secret 
spring of action that looked like a desirn to usurp eithet· the 
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personal or political rights of the humblest citizen of the state , 
I should hold myself unworthy of further public confidence. No, 
g·entlemen, nothing is farther removed from my wishes or in-
tention, and I feel it right thus publicly to assure you that all the 
allegations which have been made, of any interference on my 
part, either direct or indirect, with the clerk of any county, as 
to the nature or form of the return which he should make, are 
utterly without foundation. 

I am led to this explanation in this place, not so much from 
a belief that it is at all necessary, as from an habitual respect 
for the opinion of my fellow citizens. No single subject in New 
Jersey was ever made a more direct question before the people, 
at an election, than this has been. They have rendered their 
judgment, and while I have reason as a public officer to feel as 
I do feel, highly gratified at the result, I have no desire to ap-
propriate it to myself as a personal considerationl but shall al-
ways regard it as the testimony of a noble and intelligent peo-
ple, in favor of the laws and their faithful execution. I leave 
tbis whole subject with a single remark, which the history of all 
governments proves to be true, that the rights and liberties of a 
people will never be in danger from any man, however great 
his power or exalted his station, who exercises the authority 
conferred upon him within the prescribed limits of law, and that 
they are never safe in the hands of any who transcend those 
limits. 

It was naturally to be expected, that amid the conflicts of par-
ties often times nearly balanced, defects would be discovered in 
the law regulating elections. The laws of this State on that 
subject, had been passed at different times and were scattered 
through the statute book, so that it required much investiga-
tion to ascertain on any disputed point what the law really was. 
This rendered it necessary that they should be _compiled and 
brought together in a single view. The principle was conceded 
by all that the law should be so framed as to enable the count.; 
ing officers to give certificates in the first instance to those who 
should have the largest numerical vote, leaving the other party, 
if so inclined, to urge his claims before the constitutional tri-
bunals. 'l'he examination made by the last Legislature in de-

2 
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ciding the contested election in the county of Cumberland, had 
shewn great abuses of the elective franchise ; so great as to have 
changed the representation from that county in the Legislature 
if not corrected ; and the public voice in many parts of the State 
required of their representatives to provide a remedy for the 
difficulties and defects which experience had shewn to exist.-
These considerations led to the passage of the act at your last 
session, entitled "an act to regulate elections." I am not 
aware that that law makes any material al_terations in the prin-
ciples which have always prevailed in our elections. It does al-
ter the mode of conducting them. The qualifications of the vo-
ters are nearly the same, and the requirements respecting aliens 
only a declaration of what the law was before. The only legal 
evidence of naturalization has always been the record or a duly 
certified copy. Before this act different rules obtained on this 
subject .at different polls. At some the production of a copy of 
the record was required and at others not. The rule must now 
be uniform, and I am satisfied that experience will prove it to 
be right. The law was never intended to interfere with the 
rights of any legal voter, but only to prevent frauds. The 
stranger who seeks among us a home, whether from oppression 
or choice, has a right to full protection the same as a native 
c1t1zen. His person and his property are as sacred. When 
naturalized he has the same privileges as a voter, and all have 
a common interest in preventing this privilege from being exer-
cised by those who owe allegiance to foreign powers. It was to 
have been expected that there would be individual ·cases of hard-
ship arising under the law when first ~arried into effect, which 
will never occur again, and I cannot but believe, that if correct-
ly administered, it will meet the wishes of the people. You 
have been able to observe what has been its practical operation 
in your respective counties, if it be calculated to deprive by any 
of its features the legal voter of the exercise of his privileges, 
it should be promptly altered; but the safeguards which it has 
placed around the ballot-box should be adhered to as the secu-
rity of the citizen. Unless these are maintained, it is but mock-
ery to continue the forms of an election. 

In compliance with the direction contained • in the last of a 
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series of resolutions, passed at the last session of the Legisla-
ture, in relation to the public lands, I forwarded shortly after 
their passage copies of the resolutions, together with the report 
on that subject to each of the Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, from this State, and to the respective Governors of 
the several states of the Union. 'l'he interest of the old states 
in this immense inheritance, earned by the valor of our fathers, 
can never be surrendered without a struggle. It was time for 
New Jersey to declare her sentiments on the subject; and I 
have no doubt that the report and resolutions meet the decided 
approbation of the whole body of our citizens. There certainly 
can be no sound reason why the new states which have come 
into being since these lands were acquired, should have the ex-
clusive benefit of them. They are the common property of the 
whole, and any act by the Federal Government which should 
alienate the share of any portion of it would be grossly unjust. 

The law of 1838 makes it the duty of the 'rreasurer of the 
state, as soon as his accounts shall be audited, to submit to the 
Legislature a balance sheet, exhi~iting the general items of ex-
pendituTe, the amount of receipts, and the sources whence they 
have been received. Also the indebtedness of the State if any, 
and how and where ; together with a full statement of the con-
dition of the School Fund. This report will be furnished to 
you, by which you will have a correct and connected statement 
of the finances of the State. I do not deem it necessary to an-
ticipate this report, and will only state generally that I am in-
formed by the Treasurer, that when his accounts shall be ex-
hibited, they will show that the receipts into the Treasury, ap-
plicable to the current expenses, for the year, amount to about 
the sum of $80,000; and that the current expenses of the year 
will fall rather short of that sum. 

You will find that no money has been expended except such 
as was directed by the Legislature. For my own part I ob-
serve one rule on this subject, and sign no drafts on the Treas-
ury unless there is a law to authorize it. There will be some-
times claims against the State presented, which are just and 
reasonable in themselves, but it is safer that they should wait 
yom action before they are paid. We have much reason to fe-
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li'citate ourselves upon the state of our finances, the economy of 
our expenses, and freedom from debt, except to a_ small amount, 
at a time when so many of our sister states are involved by 
large foreign obligations, in the embarrassments which prevail 
throughout the commercial world. , 

'.rhe School Fund, after deducting $30,000, the present year-
ly appropriation amounts at this time to about $285,000. 

There are in the institutions in the cities of New York and 
Philadelphia, for the instruction of the deaf and dumb; eigh-
teen children supported at the expense of the State, and ten at 
the institutions for educating the blind. The term allowed 
for the instruction of these children having in several instances 
run out during the year, others have been substituted in their 
place. The selection has always been made in the order of 
the applications. 

The report of the Q.uarter Master General herewith enclo-
sed, will shew the number and condition of the arms and equip-
ments belonging~to the State. I feel that you would be richly 
paid by a visit to the Armory, at the same time that you would 
be giving encouragement to the commendable spirit and perse-
verance of the officer who has the charge of this department. 

I hoped that Professor Rogers would have been able by this 
time to complete his rep?rt of the geological survey of the 
State, but I learn recently from him that this must be deferred 
to the beginning of February next. I enclose liis communica-
tion that you may see the reasons wJ,iich have occasioned the 
delay. 

It appears by a report recently made to me by the keeper 
of the State Prison, that the number of prisoners at this time 
is 161, being two less than at the same period last year. By 
this it would seem that crime has not increased among us, but 
the number of convicts is still lamentably great. The earnings 
of the Prison in the same report for the past year, are estima-
ted at $9,961 95, and the expenses not including the salaries of 
the officers, at $8,901 7 4. 

You may expect a report from the Trnstees of the School 
1'-,und during your session . 'rhe subject of common school edu -
cation is at all times entitled to your highe st consideration. It 
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can never foil to interest us all, intimately connected as 1t 1s 
with the intelligence and virtue of the people, on which alone 
our institutions securely stand. I invite your attention to an 
improvement in our system suggested in the last Report of the 
Trustees of the School Fund, that some mode should be adop-
ted fo1· educating teachers and qualifying them for the discharge 
of their responsible duties. It is decidedly better to have no 
School in a district, than to have one under the government of 
an illiterate or immoral teacher. 

A commission of five gentlemen residing in different parts of 
the State was constituted during the year, agreeably to a joint 
resolution at the last session, to make certain enquiries in rela-
tion to the Lunatics in the State. As the compensation fixed 
by the resolution was small, I was obliged to rely upon the be-
nevolent zeal of certain gentlemen in order to attain the object 
of the resolution. I am informed that they have performed this 
service, and will be able to furnish you during the session with 
the result of their investigations. The number of this unfortu-
nate class will, I am persuaded, surprise those who have not 
turned their attention to the subject. If there be any thing in 
human aflliction which should excite our sympathy and succor, 
it is found in the deplorable condition of that portion of our fel-
low men, who have in the inscrutable decrees of Providence 
been deprived of their reason. Let me bespeak for this inter-
esting subject that liberal action which shall be worthy of a feel-
ing and a christian people. 

WM. PENNINGTON. 
Trenton, October 22, 1839. 





DOCUMENTS 
ACCOMPANYING THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 

(No. 1.) 

To Bis Excellency, William Pennington, Governor and Com-
mander in Chief of the State of New Jersey. 

The undersigned begs leave respectfully to 

REPORT 
" The number and condition of the arms and equipments and 

camp equipage belonging to the state of New Jersey, at pre-
sent in the state arsenal," viz: 

2 New Brass 6 lb. Guns, Carriage and Harness. 
4 " Iron " " " " 
1 " " " " " marked " Cumberland." 

2244 New Muskets, suspended in armory. 
1438 " which have been in service. 
5734 " " in boxes, in order. 

560 Old " repaired and in order. 
583 " " undergoing repairs. 
350 New Rifles suspended in armory. 
460 " Pistols " and in boxes. 
210 " Pair of Holsters. 
210 " Sabres. 
210 " Sabre Belts and Plates. 
349 " Rifle Powder Flasks. 
350 " " Pouches. 

42 " Artillery Swords and Belts. 
1 Old Ammunition Chest and Wagon. 

325 Canister and Strap Shot. 
200 Old Cavalry Cartridge Boxes. 

2340 " Infantry " " and Belts. 
1005 " Knapsacks, in good condition. 
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2137 Old Bayonet Belts. 
1380 " " Scabbards. 
267 " Bayonets. 

1. Marquee with cords &c. in order. 
106 Common 'l'ents " " 
121 Camp Kettles and Mess Pans. 
450 Canteens. 

This statement includes 40 boxes containing 20 muskets 
each, received from U. S. Arsenal, Frankfort, Pa. August 29, 
1839, under act of Congress of 1808. 

Also one iron 6 lb. Gun, 265 old . muskets, and 232 bayo-
nets received from Cumberland Brigade, August 19, 1839, and 
delivered by Gen. Titsworth. 

Also 47 old muskets and 35 bayonets, received from War-
ren Brigade, Sept. 21-, 1839, delivered by Lieut. McMiller. 

Since the undersigned had the honor of presenting his last 
Annual Report to your Excellency, there have been delivered 
out at the Arsenal, upon sundry requisitions, secured by bonds 
under the statute, as follows, viz : 

lYiay 11, 1839. To Capt. George W. Tunis, of the "\tVar-
ren Guards," Warren Brigade: 

40 Bright Muskets with Bayonets. 
40 Cartridge Boxes and Scabbards. 
May 27, 1839. To Capt. Jacob Shirts, of the "La Fayette 

Guards," Warren Brigade: 
40 Bright Muskets. 
Sept. 21, 1839. To Capt. John Miller, to use of "The 

Flying Artillery," Warren Brigade : 
40 Pistols. 
40 pair Holsters. 
40 Housings. 
40 Sabres Belts and Plates. 

· Sept. 21; 1839. To Capt. John Miller, to use of "The 
Harmony Fencibles," Warren Bri,g-ade: 
· 40 Bright Muskets with bayonet~. 

40 Cartridge 1Joxes and Scabbards. 
4 Artillery Swords and Belts. 
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Sept. 27, 1839. '.ro Lieut. Hugh McMiller, to use of "The 
Hope Rifle Corps," Warren Brigade: 

70 Bright Muskets with Bayonets. 
70 Cartridge Boxes and Scabbards. 
The undersigned also begs leave respectfully to submit, that 

he has information of two Brass French 4 lb. Guns, belonging 
to the State, out of use and dismounted, near Bridgeton, Cum-
berland. 

Also two others, of like calibre-1 and in like condition, at 
New Brunswick. 

Also that twelve Marquees, forty Tents, and three Gun 
Tents, with their apparatus, being some years since delivered 
out under a Resolution of the Legislature, have become trans-

, ferred, and are now in possession of "The Union Blues," Es-
sex Brigade, touching all which, application has been repeat-
edly made, without satisfactory reply. 

There are also, as informed, very many Muskets abroad 
among different individuals heretofore enrolled members of 
uniform corps of militia, now disbanded. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
SAM'L. R. HAMILTON, 

N. J. State Arsenal, Trenton, ) 
October 15, 1839. ) 

Q. M. Gen. of New Jersey. 

(No. 2.) 

Philadelphia, October 17, 1839. 
To His Excellency Wm. Pennington: 

Dear Sir,-1 hasten to reply to yonr letter of the 14th inst., 
requesting some report from me respecting the Geological Sur-
vey of the State, to be laid before the Legislature. 

I beg leave to reiterate the pledge which I last year trans- , 
mitted to the Legislature, stating that l should complete my 
final report on the Geology of the State during the approaching 

3 
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winter. I am now actively engaged upon the work, both the 
authorship and the chemical analysis connected with it, and 
shall spare no zeal to effect the early publication of the Report , 
and to place the same in the hands of the Legislature, I hope 
about the beginning of next February. 

It will take until about that time, I find, to complete the 
whole, embracing the coloring of the Geological Map of the 
State, and other drawings, all of which are now in the hands of 
the artist. ' 

'.rhe numerous chemical investigations are what have chiefly 
retarded me ; but I was loth, knowing the great practical utili-
ty of this branch of the work, to pass it over without affording 
to it ample time and care. 

With sentiments of great esteem, yours truly, 
HENRY D. ROGERS. 

(No. 3.) 

To His Excellency the Governor of tlie State of New Jersey : 
Sir,-ln compliance with yom~ notice of" last week, permit me 

to state that there were on the 30th September, 1839, one hun-
drnd and sixty-one prisoners in the New Jersey State Prison , 
which is two less than the number reported in the preceding year . 

'.rhe earnings of the Prison amount this year to nine thou-
sand nine hundred and sixty-one dollars and ninety-five cents ; 
its expenses to eight thousand nine hundred and one dollat·s 
and seventy-four cents, exclusive of the salaries of its officers. 

Yours with great respect, 
JOSEPH A. YARD , 

October 16, 1839. 
Keeper N. J. Prison . 
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REPOR1\ &c. 

To the Honourable the Legislative Couiic:a.l and 
General Assembly oC th~ State oC :New Jersey. 

Bv the law, passed in 1838, it is made the duty of the treasurer; · 
immediately after his accounts shall be audited by the committee ap-
pointed for that purpose, to submit to the legislature a balance sheet 
exhibiting the general items of expenditure-the amount of receipts, 
l!,nd the sources whence they have been received ; the indebtedness 
of the state, if any; how and where; the amdunt of school fund, and 
how invested ; the amount of bank tax, and the sum applied to com-
mon schools, arid how disposed of, &c. 

In obedience to the requirements of this act, I have the honour to 
present the accompanying statement, 

By this statement it will appear that the receipts lnto the treasury 
during the present year amount to one hundred twenty-six thousand 
five hundred ninety-seven dollars and sixty-seven cents, 

Of this sum about forty thousand dollars have been applied to the 
payment of the public debt and interest; about fifteen thousand dol-
lars have been paid on account of the state prison, for completing it, 
for the salary of the officers; and for transportation of prisoners, and 
costs of conviction; and about sixty 0 two thousand dollars have been 
appropriated. to the payment of the ordinary expenditures of the 
government, leaving a balance in the treasury of nine thousand two 
hundred and thirteen dollars and eightee11 cents, 

It will also be observed that there has been a considerable increase 
in the item of expenditures for costs on conviction of criminals. The 
great diversity in making out and taxing these bills of cost by the 
clerks of the different counties, seems to me to show that some legis-
lative provision is necessary on · the subject, the bills in some instan -
ces varying from ten to forty per cent. The act which makes it the 
duty of the treasurer to examine all bills of costs presented for pay-
ment, and to return them to the court to be !"e-taxed, if any items are 
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charged contrary to law, is difficult as well as uupleasant in its execu -
tion-difficult because the law provides that no item or items shalt be 
allowed when the services have not actually been performed, and 
shall so appear on the minutes of the court-and yet in no one in-
stance has a copy of the minutes of the court been furnished; and un-
pleasant, because although taking the law alone as my guide in the 
discharge ofmy duty, I have frequently been met with the plea of hard-
ship, and even the charge of injustice, where no allowance was made 
for services which were alleged to have been performed. But the un-
equal effect of this law will be made more apparent when it is observed 
that one of the counties of the state has drawn from the treasury, dur-
ing the present year, upwards of eighteen hundred and fifty dollars, a 
sum more than equal to the amount drawn by one half of the coun-
ties, while some have not drawn a dollar. 

It likewise appears that errors have heretofore existed in some of 
the counties in making out the bills of cost on inquisitions, by which 
considerable sums of money have annually been drawn from the 
treasury not warranted by law, as I understand it. An effort has been 
made to correct these errors, and I have the satisfaction to add, that in 
most cases it has been successful. 

I think it proper, also, to mention that some difference of opinion 
has existed between the officers of the Camden and Amboy Railroad 
and Transportation Company, and those of the New Jersey Railroad 
and Transportation Company, and myself, with regard to the con-
struction of some of the provisions of their acts of incorporation, and 
the supplements thereto, respecting the amount of transit duties re-
quired to be paid to the state ; and as the amount derived from those 
companies does and must continue to form a very material item in 
the permanent revenues of the state, it becomes important that a 
fair, liberal, and equitable construction should be put upon these 
acts of incorporation. 

The faithfulness of the state in protecting those companies in their 
rights and privileges should, and it is fair to presume will, at all 
times be met by a readiness to fulfil, on their part, what the law re-
quires. The attention of the legislature is respectfully solicited to 
this subject. 

By the annexed statement it will be seen, that although the expen-
ses of the government for the present year have been increased a lit• 
tle over the preceding year, that this has principally arisen from the 
investigation of the Cumberland election, the increased expenditure 
on account of deaf, dumb, blind, and insane, of revolutionary pen-
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sioners, and of costs on convictions. But if the balance remaining in 
the treasury, and the tweuty thousand dollars state tax, that will be 
paid during • the coming· months of December and January, be applied 
to the public debt (the purpose for which the tax was ordered to be 
collected) the debt during the present year will be reduced upwards of 
forty thousand dollars, after meeting all the expenditures of the go-
vernment. 

,vith regard to the school fund, it is proper to remark, that not-
withstanding ten thousand dollars have been appropriated to the use 
of common schools, in the present, over former years (except the 
preceding one), yet there will be added to that fund about ten thou-
sand dollars. 

I take the liberty, before closing this communication, again earn-
estly, though respectfully, to call the attention of the legislature to the 
unprotected condition of the papers and documents in the treasury 
department ; and, if it be thought inexpedient at this time to incur 
the expense of erecting an office, ,it is hoped that authority will be 
given to purchase a safe or iron chest, in which the most valuable 
papers and evidences of the public funds may be preserved from de-
struction by fire or otherwise. The increased responsibility of the 
treasurer, in consequence of the repeated instances of fire and bur-
glary, I trust will be a sufficient apology for again recurring to this 
subject. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ISAAC SOUTHARD, Treasurer·. 
TRENTON, November 4, 1839. 
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Dr. Balat'ice Slieet. m· Getiet·al Statemetit of lite 

1839. 
Oct. 23, 

Outstanding debts due: • Dolls. Cts. 
Loan from school fund, (See 

Statement, 1838), $70,865.06 
Interest on that sum for one year, 4,251.90 
Loan from Trenton Banking Co., 2,000.00 
Interest on that sum for one year, 120.00 

Loan from sundry banks, 
Loan from school fund, (new), 

Cash received: 
Balance in treasury, 
Received from Camden and Am-

boy Railroad and Transporta -
tion Company, · 

From Delaware and Raritan Ca-
nal Company, 

From New Jersey Railroad and 
Transportation Company, 

State tax, 
From First Presbyterian Society, 

Paterson, 
Pedlers' licenses, 
Old iron, sold at state arsenal, , 
Balance surplus revenue, 

$20,000.00 
3,442.17 

$8,209.63 

43,491.88 

5,495.00 

4,847.00 
40,000.00 

140.00 
186.62 
147.95 
637.42 

77,236 96 

23,442 17 

----1031155 50 

Balance due, 

203,834 63 

77,236 96 

We, the auditing committee , do hereby certify that the foregoing 
balance sheet is correct, as appears by the books and vouchers in the 
treasurer's office. 

WM: IRICK, } C if C . 'l FRANCIS PRICE, om. 0 ounci • 

!Bii~~~i~TTIN, l 
JOHN MOORE, ! Com. of Assembly. 
JAMES CRAIG, 
ARTHUR V. P. SUTPHEN, 
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Condition o-r the Treasut·y, October, 1 S39. C1•. 

1839. By the following disbursements: 
Paid state account, 
Legislative expenses, 
State officers' salaries, 
Incidental expenses, 
State prison-salary of officers, 
Appropriation for completing state prison, 
Costs and transportation of criminals, 
State arsenal, 
Instruction and support of blind, 

" " deaf and dumb, 
Lunatics and idiots, 
Revolutionary pensions, 
Military officers, 
Inquisitions, 
Printing account, 
State house property, 
Postage account, 
Premium on silk, 
State library, 
Constables attending supreme court, 
Sundry loans, · 
Interest on loans, 
Cash deposited: 
In Mechanics and Manufacturers 

Dolls. Cts. 
6,088 29 

24,207 23 
12,010 00 ' 
3,980 96 
6,659 55 '1 
2,657 11 
5,424 59 
1,031 21 
2,856 28 
3,157 85 

500 00 
1,866 29 

420 00 
1,071 33 
3,688 68 

380 24 
1,090 19 

34 15 
296 87 
143 75 

38,000 00 
1,819 92 

Bank, Trenton, 
State Bank at Newark, 
Trenton Banking Company, 
State Bank at Camden, · 

$8,670.67 
95.86 

100.40 
31.00 

Due from First Presbyterian and 
St. Pauls Church, Paterson, 

Balance, 

315.25 
9,213 18 

77,236 96 

203,834 63 
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Dr. Balance Slwet, 01· General Statement of tlie 

1839. 
October, 

1839. 
Oct. 29, 

STOCKS. Dolls. Cts. 
Amount of fund invested in stock8: 
40 shares Cumberland Bank, $2,000.00 
20 shares Sussex Bank, 1,000.00 
159 shares Trenton Bank, 4,770.00 
250 shares New Jersey Railroad 

and '.rransportation Company, 12,500.00 
--- 20,270 00 

LOANS. 
Loan to New Jersev Railroad 

and Transportation" Company, $100,000.00 
Morris and Essex Railroad and 

Transportation Company, 
Newark city, 
Sussex county, on mortgage, 
Anderson Lalor, do. , 
State of New Jersey, 

TAXES DUE. 
From N. B. Bank, Mechanics 

Bank, Paterson, and Washing-
ton Bank, doubtful, 

CASH RECEIVED. 
Balance in treasury, 
Bank tax received, · 
Dividends on stock received, 
Interest on loans received, 

Cash on deposit , 

30,000.00 
30,000.00 

8,000.00 
12,000.00 
78,559.13 

--- 258,559 13 

1267 30 

$5,831.21 
24,432.44 

1,285.80 
9,900.00 

-- 41,449 45 
7,191 18 

328,737 06 

Balance due, being total amount of school 
fund , 287,287 61 

We, the auditing committee, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
balance sheet is correct, as appears by the books and vouchers in 
the treasurer' s office. 

WM: IRICK, 
FRANC lS PRICE, } Coin. of Council. 

E. SANDERSON , 
ABRAHAM BRITTIN, 

1 
I 

JOHN MOORE, r Com. of Ammbly . 
JAMES CRAIG, I 
ARTHUR V. P . SU'l'PHEN , J 



9 

CoHdition or the School Plttid, Octobei·, 1 S39. Ct·. 

1839. 
April, 

By the following disbursements: 
Paid incidental expenses, 
Collector of Gloucester, for com-

mon schools, 
Essex, 
Passaic, 
Bergen, 
Morris, 
Sussex, 
Warren, 
Hunterdon, 
Somerset, 
Middlesex, 
Monmouth, 
Mercer, 
Burlington, 
Cumberland, 
Salem, 
Atlantic, 
Cape May, 
Profit and loss-Belleville Bank tax, 
Amount loaned to state, 

On deposit: 

Dolls. Cts. 
66 35 

2,184 00 
2,664 00 

768 00 
1,615 50 
2,352 00 
1,518 75 
1,638 75 
2,326 50 . 
1,882 50 
2,049 75 
2,792 25 
1,710 00 
2,857 50 
1,189 50 
1,617 00 

349 50 
484 50 
749 75 

3,442 17 

34,258 27 

In Newark Banking and Ins. Co., $4,443.25 
Mechanics and Manufacturers 

Bank Trenton, 
State Bank at Camden, 
State Bank at Newark, 
Trenton Banking Company, 
Cumberland Bank, 
Sussex Bank, 
Due from Newark city, 

Balance, 

• 

62.13 
1,300.00 

500.00 
190.80 
60.00 
35.00 

600.00 
7,191 18 

287,287 61 

328,737 06 
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REPOR'l', &c. 

Report of the Boa.rd oC Inspec101•s oC the State 
P1·ison, Cor the year ending $eptember 1, 1839. 

To the Honourable the Legislature of the State of New Jersey: 

In conformity with the act of February, 1838, the board of inspect-
ors of the state prison respectfully REPORT: 

That at the commencement of the year there were in the prison 163 
criminals, and that 77 have been received since, making 240. Of these 
41 have been discharged upon the e:i:pi-ration of the terms of their sen-
tences, 37 have been pardoned by the governo1· and council, and 2 
have died, amounting altogether to 80, and leaving in confinement on 
the 30th of September 160. Of these 93 are white males, 59 coloured 
males, 1 white female, and 7 coloured female5. When they wei·e re-
ceived at the prison, 21 were between 10 and 20 years old, 69 betw-een 
20 and 30, 39 between 30 and 40, 20 between 40 and 50, 9 between 
50 and 60, and 2 between 60 and 70. 

Ninety-seven are natives of New Jersey, 10 of Pennsylvania, 3 of 
Delaware, 6 of Maryland, 1 of Michigan, 1 of Massachusetts, 1 of 
Vermont, I of Connecticut, 17 of New York, 1 of Lower Canada, 
I of Upper Canada, 1 of Indiana, 9 of England, 8 of Ireland, 2 of 
Scotland, and I of Germany. Two were received in the year 1830, 
three in 1831, two ib 1832, sh:: in 1833, two in 1834, nine in 1835, 
three in 1836, twenty-five in 1837, fifty-three in 1838, and fifty-five 
in 1839. Forty-one were committed for the crime of burglary, 27 for 
larceny, 11 for misdemeanors, 15 for grand larceny, 2 for assault 
and battery, l for assault and battery with intent to commit a rape, ;,l 
for rape, 11 for burning, 4 for forgery, 8 for atrocious assault and bat-
tery, 2 for assault and battery with intent to kill, 2 for assault with 
intent to rob, l for assault with an attempt to commit a rape, 1 for an 
~trociotts assault and battery with intent to commit a rape, l for poly-
gamy, I for sodomy, 3 for high misdemea,nors, 6 for passing counter-
feit bills, 2 for breaking jail, 1 for receiving stolen goods, 6 for Jio1·1tt 
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!tealing, 5 for manslaughter, l for at!tlaulting an officer, l for selling 
counterfeit bills, 1 for m1 atrocious assault and battery with intent to 
kill, 3 for robbery, and I for murder in the second degree. 

Four were sentenced for 6 months, six for 1 year, two for 1 year and 
1 day, three for 1 year and 6 months, thirty-four for 2 years, four for 
2 years and 6 months, twenty for 3 years, one for 3 years 6 months and 
2 days, eighteen for 4 years, twenty-eight for 5 years, six for 6 years, 
one for 6 years and 9 months, eight for 7 years, two for 8 years, one for 
9 years, eleven for 10 years, one for 10 years and two days, three for 12 
years, three for 15 years, two for 20 years, one for 24 years, and one 
for life. 132 were committed for the first offence, 23 for the second, 
2 for the third, 2 for the fourth, and 1 for the fifth. 32 w~re sent 
from the county of Essex, 12 from Bergen, 4 from Sussex, 15 from 
Morris, 2 from Warren, 1 from Somerset, 15 from Middlesex, 13 
from Monmouth, 5 from Hunterdon, 13 from Burlington, IO from 
Gloucester, 9 from Salem, 1 from Cape May, 12 from Passaic, 2 
from Atlantic, 2 from Cumberland, 9 from Mercer, and 3 from the 
borough of Elizabeth. 

The only disease which has proved mortal during the year is the 
consumption, by which two prisoners have died. One of these deaths 
occurred near the beginning of the year, and was included in the 
physician's report of last year, whereby a discrepancy appears be-
tween the physician's and the inspectors' reports for both this year 
and the last. 

For the names of those who have been pardoned and discharged, 
and all other statistical information required by law and not included 
in the foregoing part of this report, the board begs leave to refer your 
honourable bodies to the schedule hereunto annexed. They would at 
the same time suggest for your consideration the question, whether it 
is not unnecessary to print this schedule together with this report, 
whereby the records of the infamy of those whose names are men -
tioned will be multiplied and widely disseminated in the community, 
to the great mortification and discouragement of those among them 
who may desire to lead hereafter a virtuous life and gain an honest 
reputation. 

The earnings of the prison during the past year have been suffi-
cient, as appears from the keeper's report hereunto annexed, to meet 
its expenses, exclusive of the salaries of the officers, which, by a sta-
tutory provision, are drawn from the state treasury, and do not enter 
into the accounts of the institution. There has, also, been an increase 
in the furniture , stock , and available funds of the prison of $1075.Sg . 

tU 
it 
to 
be 
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Last year there was a similar increase in the stock., &c., but much 
greater in amount, being $7734.~. Thus there is this year a falling 
off of $6658.84. This is caused, in some degree, from an increase in 
the expenditures (for an explanation of which see keeper's report) of 
$1263 for provisions, $137.42 for fuel, and $199.19 for furniture, the 
aggregate of which is $1599.61; but it is principally to be attributed 
to the diminution of the earnings of the prisoners in two departments. 
In the chair-making account there is a diminution of $4116.37, and 
in the account of miscellaneous labour, technically called the sun-
dries account, a further falling off of $1648.21, amounting in the 
whole to $5764.58. The diminution in the chair-making account 
arises from three causes. 1st. For six months of the last year the 
chair-makers were employed by a contractor, at fifty cents a day, a 
sum which the prison has not been able to realize upon their labour 
since the failure of that contractor. 2nd. The account of the earn-
ings of the chair-makers was last year swelled, apparently by the pro-
fit made by the prison in purchasing the tools and steam machinery 
of the contractor at a very low price, · at sheriff's sale. 3d. The 
lltock on hand at the close of the last year was valued in the inven-
tory at the prices at which it had been previously sold, but on ac-
count of the depression of the market these prices could not be ob-
tained this year. Chair-seats were sold for much less, and a corres-
ponding loss was thrown, apparently, upon the operations of thia 
year. 

The miscellaneous labour of the prisoners, or the sundries account, 
embraced all the work done by convicts upon the new prison. For 
this work, in pursuance of the Jaw, the institution received a credit of 
75 cents a day for each convict, amounting in the aggregate to a 
large sum. This source is now almost entirely cut off; the item of 
miscellaneous labour is reduced almost to nothing, and the convict• 
who were engaged in it, and who were unfit to be employed in the 
other departments of labour, are returned upon the institution unable 
to earn more than the most scanty wages. 

The board has experienced during the year no diminution of con-
fidence in the system of solitary confinement. Another year has de-
veloped, perhaps, more fully the peculiar effects of this system upon 
the minds and health of the prisoners, and the board are satisfied that 
it has, to some degree, an impairing influence upon both. Indirectly, 
too, the system exerts a deleterious influence upon both mind end 
body through the medium of the practice of onani»m, a vice ascriba-
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ble to solitary confinement, and which prevails among the convicts to 
a very considerable extent. 

Yet we are fully satified that, by preventing the contaminating in-
fluence of evil communications, the solitary system is far superior to 
the former mode of imprisonm ent. This prison is not a school of 
vice. The novice in crime gains here no instruction from hardened 
villains in the mysterious arts of wickedness. The accomplished 
rogue has here no opportunity to boast of his former crimes to admir-
ing and applauding listeners, or to take counsel with his associate 
rogues for future and more cunning or bolder assaults upon the peace 
of the community; the only influence felt by those immured in these 
cells is a virtuous influence, and they cannot possibly come out from 
these walls more wicked than they entered them. 

But we would go farther. From observations upon the conduct and 
conversation of a prisoner in his cell, however penitent or reformed 
he may profess to be, it is very difficult to decide how sincere that 
repentance is, or how lasting that reformation will prove, after he 
goes out again to try it in the world. It is an easy thing, compara-
tively, to be virtuous here, and he who undertakes it will find all 
things in his favour. Temptations beset him rarely, and the particu-
lar temptation by falling into which he was brought here will probn-
bly never occur to him. He has, therefore, little schooling in the ne-
cessary art of resisting temptations, and it may be that when they are 
presented to him after he goes out into the world his virtuous prin-
ciples, like a hot-bed plant, will wither at the touch. But, with all 
these melancholy misgivings, we do suppose that vicious habits are 
here broken up, and virtuous propensities grow weak for want of ex-
ercise. Virtue is constantly presented in her own beauteous garb, and 
virtuous impressions are made upon the mind , Obstinate, indeed, and 
iutractable are the dispositions with which we have to do, but reason 
and experience both authorize us to hope that of the apparent refor-
mations so often wrought here, some, when tested hereafter, will 
prove to have been real. 

In this connection the board would acknowledge the obligations 
they so sensibly feel to the clergy of Trenton, who without intermis-
sion, as without remuneration, have laboured for the moral and reli, 
gious instruction of the convicts. We believe that such instruction is 
as necessary to the attainment of the great objects of the instituiton 
as any one thing can be ; and if provision were made to bring mild, 
,noral, and religious suasion to bear oftener upon the sour and irri, 
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tated minds of these convicts, unhappy in the consciousness of thc,ir' 
guilt, we venture to hope that happy results would follow. 

For further information, as to the influence of solitary confine-
ment, we beg leave to refer your honourable bodies to the report of 
the physician, hereunto annexed. 

The board have not found it necessary to adopt any other rules for 
the regulation of the prison than those previously reported to you . 

.All which is respectfully submitted. 

By order of the board of inspectors. 

JAMES T. SHERMAN, Seereta,.y. 
Ne,v Jersey Prison, November 4, 1839. 



PHYSICJIA.N'S REPORT. 

Gentlemen of the Board of Inspectors: 

The report of this year, if it merely embraced the number of sick 
and the deaths would be very brief. Au unusual degree of health, 
with but few aggravated cases of disease, and but one death, would 
be all that I would be able to lay before you. But, gentlemen, this 
is not all that is expected from an office that gives such opportuni-
ties to investigate some of the effects of solitary confinement. The 
physician stands in a position to observe the influence of a mode of 
punishment which is yet hut an experiment, and which gi,,es him 
means to analyze the results of solitary confinement in some of its 
most important bearings. 

In the last report it was stated that there was a tendency among the 
convicts to glandular obstructions; that sun-light and air were indis-
pensable to their health; that post mortem examinations had revealed 
a condition of the organs corroborative of the effects that might have 
been anticipated; and further, that every year of a prisoner's con-
finement in the cells would show a decline of his physical powers, 
The experience of the year now ended has confirmed _ what was then 
reported, as well as what was anticipated. In this region, the past 
year has been one of almost unprecedented health, and no disease has 
prevailed within the prison that may not be expected during the most 
favoured seasons. It has been the best opportunity to observe the 
eole influence of solitary confinement upon the health of the prison-
drs. The enervating influence that has been felt during the time i, 
what will ever be experienced; it is a part of the punishment that 
attaches to it, and ought to be considered in the term of sentence. 

There are some among the convicts who came from the old prison, 
While there they were in strong health, and for the first two years in 
this penitentiary complained but little ; now they have become debili-
tated, are languid, and exhibit decided symptoms of a decline oftheu 
physical powers. Some pains have been taken to inquire into these 
changes, and from the information of the prisoners themselves, a; 
well as from their visible condition, it is conclusive that confinemeni 
in cells is not as conducive to health as that imprisonment which ad· 
mit1 more air and sun-light to the convict. 
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Another subject for observation, and whicli has not usually been 
:..!signed to the physician, is the intellectual state of the prisoners. 
rrhis properly falls within his province. When the mind becomes 
sensibly disordered he is called upon to restore the wandering facul-
ties, and in every stage of obvious mental aberration, from the vacant 
stare of the idiot to the phrensy of the maniac, his science is looked 
to for aid. It is not to these extreme cases, points conspicuous by 
their deformity, that medical observation ought to be confined. It is 
the forming stage, the first weakening of those powers which hold 
the mind in a state of sanity that he must detect. He must, from 
the derangement, of the bodily organs, notice the encroachments of 
mental disease, and gather from appearances that are unnoticed by 
others his prognostics. In the prison he will see minds that, subject 
to the common perceptions of out-of-door life would be as astute as 
others, indulge in the amusements of the child, wasting their time 
after their daily task is over upon toys; from all that can be per-
ceived, engaged in no thought that is not immediately associated with 
the things around them ; incapable of abstract reflection, or, if show-
ing any evidences of this higher operation of the faculties, it is more 
the wandering of the visionary than the operation of a well-balanced 
mind. Thus situated with respect to the prisoners, it would be but an 
imperfect report of the medical attendant if he did not make known 
to you this, the most important part of his observations. 

Among the prisoners there are many cases of insanity. Some on 
their admission showed symptoms of derangement, and since then 
have continued in the same state. Almost all the cases that have oc-
curred in the prison can be traced to onanism. Among the prisoners 
there are many who exhibit a child-like simplicity, which shows them 
to be less acute than when they entered. In all who have been more 
than a year in the prison, some of these effects have been observed, 
Continue the confinement for a longer time, and give them no other 
exercise of the mental faculties than this kind of imprisonment af-
fords, and the most accomplished rogue will lose his capacity for de-
predating with success upon the community. The same influence 
that injures the other organs will soften the brain. Withhold its pro-
per exercise, and as surely as the bandaged limb loses its power will 
the prisoner's faculties be weakened by solitary confinement. And 
here it may not be improper to hint at the treatment that ought to be 
extended to the prisoners. Now they are managed under the most 
favourable circumstances the nature of their confinement admits. 
Every privilege the law allows is given them. Kind usage, religious 
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and moral instruction, every thing that is calculated to exercise their 
minds in the way of reformation and improvement, is practised or 
imparted to them. If theil" minds be weakened by confinement, the 
sentiments most exercised under the present discipline, and which will 
be most likely to remain with them when they depart from the prison, 
are of a character that will tend to make them better citizens. ,v ere 
another course pursued in this institution, and the superintendent 
possessed of no sympathy for the convict nor desire for his reforma. 
tion, feeling satisfied if he tasked him to the full amount of his abil-
ity to labour and gave him food at the appointed times, in less than a 
year the New Jersey penitentiary would be a bedlall\-

The practice alluded to in the last report, and which seems to be 
an evil hard to prevent, is, perhaps, not so general as it was at that 
time. Every opportunity has been taken to warn the convicts against 
the evils of onanism. The keeper has lectured to them in the hall, 
on proper occasions, and, by presenting the eftects of this vice in 
strnng colours, has done something towards a reformation. The de. 
rangements and deaths that have resulted from the practice have be-
come a warning to many, and caused a partial relinquishment of the 
habit. As may be expected where so many are confined there is still 
much of this solitary vice. 

There is a portion of the year, a few weeks before the furnaces for 
warming the cells are in operation, that bears hard upon the prison-
ers. Catarrhs, some cases of pleurisy, and such complaints as a damp 
chilly air engenders, are prevalent at that time. The only death that 
has occurred since the last report was hastened on, if not occasioned, 
by this circumstance . The patient had a cough when he entered the 
prison. The immediate cause of his death was a violent inflammation 
of the lungs, that might have been treated with better success had he 
been in a warmer apartment. The propriety of having the cells 
warmed much sooner in the season, and better warmed during the 
winter, is presented for your consideration. 

The opinion expressed in the last report, that the cells on the north 
exposure of the ranges were the least healthy, has been strengthened 
by this year's observation. So plain is the difference, that it has become 
the practice to remove sick persons to the south side for the benefit of 
the greater degree of sun-light that is received into them. 

There are generally from ten to twenty on the sick list. Some of 
them are predisposed to consumption, and two or three have the dis-
ease in its confirmed state, and will die in prison unless they are par -
doned out. Of all the cases that occur , those disposed to consump -
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tion are the most unmanageable in solitary confinement. The greafef 
number of cases on the list are those forms of debility that depend on 
glandular obstructions, and seem peculiar to prisons. They do not 
threaten immediate death, but tather a gradual destruction of health, 
The cases of mental disease and onanism have already been referred 
to : in a word, the convicts generally are as healthy as under the 
most favourable circumstances we might expect to find persons in 
their situation. 

These observations, gentlemen, have been made with no predilection 
for any kind of prison discipline. If there be more disease in solitary 
confinement, it is of a peculiar character, slow in its work upon the 
system and important in its effects upon the mind. It is for others to 
determine whether the old discipline, hardening the vicious in their 
crimes while it preserves the body in its full vigour, so that at the ex-
piration of the sentence the convict may go forth a more accomplished 
rogue than he entered the prison, is to be preferred to another, 
which, while it subdues the evil passions, almost paralyzing them for 
want of exercise, leaves the individual, ~f still a rogue, one who may 
be easily detected. 

Your obedient servant, 

JAMES B. COLEMAN, 



Report ot· the l{eeper ot· the New Jersey Peni-
tentiary to the Board oC Inspectors. 

To the Board of Inspectors of the New Jersey State Prison: 

The keeper respectfully reports-That 
The whole amount of earnings during the year is 

and that the expense, exclusive of the salaries, is 

leaving a balance in favour of the prison, for the pre-

$9960.86 
8885.47 

sent year, of $1075 .39 
being the amount over and above the expense of keep-
ing the prisoners, for the year ending 30th September, 
1839, exclusive of salaries. 

If to take into the account the amount drawn from the 
treasury (which is not chargeable to our accounts) 
for the salaries of officers, which is 6659.55 

it would leave a balance against the prison of 

The amount of transportation for the present year is 
and that of the taxed bills of costs 
as appears on the prison book of record. 

$5584. 16 

$1255 .25 
4392.86 

There were in confinement on 1st October, 1838, 163 convicts. 
Since that period we have received 77, making together 240, and 
discharg·ed during the same period, by pardon from the governor and 
council 37, by expiration of sentence 41, and by death 2, both of 
which died with consumption, ( one on the 1st October, 1838, and the 
other 22d December following) leaving in confinement on the 1st Oc• 
tober, 1839, 160 prisoners, which shows a diminution of three this 
year. 

In relation to the difference of the operations of the prison between 
this and the two former years, it may be accounted for in the high 
price of provisions, the reduced price of convict labour, a reduct ion 
on the prices of stock on hand, the increased number of men for a 
short time, and a number of convicts who have not earned their 
bread, who in the old prison could labour at something, but not hav-
ing a capacity to learn a trade, such as idiots and insane, are mere 
paupers o_n the institution, together with the extreme pressure of the 
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times and deranged state of the currency, have affected us as all 
other manufacturing establishments. 

By the following statement it will be seen that, notwithstanding aU 
the difficulties of the past year, the earnings of the prison are more 
this year than any former one for the last fifteen years, except the 
years 1837 and 1838, in which years we had the particular advan-
tage of employing the men in building and finishing the prison, and 
having a contract for a number of convicts, at 50 cents per day, at the 
chair manufacturing. 

In 1825, the earnings were $1320.49, and the expenses $4515.83 
1826, " 1690.72, " 2743.02 
1827, " 2074.15i, " 3200.30 
1828, " 2634.91, " 3122.90 
1829, " 3427.98, " 3043.52 
1830, " 4571.92, " 6219.46 
1831, " 6084.25, " 5266.99 
1832, " 7145.74, " 5244.17 
1833, " 9177.01, " 5124.39 
1834, " 9826.15, " 4954.83 
1835, " 8769.85, " 4764.13 
1836, " 8806.39, " 5824.95 
1837, " 13146.73, " 6798.03 
1838, " 15357.42, " 7623.19 
1839, " 9961.95, " 8901.74 

In the above exhibit you will perceive that there has been an in-
crease of labour, and a corresponding increase of expense. We have 
done considerable work on the building during this year by convicts, 
for which no charge is made in our accounts since the closing of the 
commissioners' account. 

When labour shall be in demand, and we can get contracts at fair 
prices, we believe the prison will be able to pay all its expenses; but 
we find ourselves subject to the fluctuations of business as well as all 
other manufacturing establishments. 

In regard to the moral state of the prisoners, we have only to say, 
that every means in our power have been used for their benefit. The 
clergy of the different denominations in Trenton have attended alter-
nately, and almost every Sabbath during the year we have had 
preaching; and in addition to this the convicts have the Bible and 
religious books to read. As it respects their health, you are referred 
to the physician's report. 
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In reference to the heating pipes, I have found them to be too small 
to give sufficient heat in the coldest weather in winter, although I 
have made every effort to increase the heat by alterations that seemed 
probable to effect the same; and I would suggest that an examina-
tion be made of the heating apparatus, as I have not fixed our heat-
ing apparatus for the winter, believing some alteration ought to be 
made. 

All of which is respectfu!Iy submitted. 

JOSEPH A. YARD , Keeper. 
September 30, 1839. 



Repo1·t oC ·the Joint Co1n111ittee on the State 
P1·ison accounts. 

The Joint Committee appointed to settle the accounts of the State 
Prison, respectfully REPORT: 

That they have carefuIJy examined the books and accounts of the 
prison, and the vouchers relating thereto, and find them to be correct. 
They have prepared, and submit herewith, several statements de-
signed to exhibit accurately the present situation of the affairs of the 
prison, and also to correct a mistake, which appears to have existed 
in the public mind in reference to the application of the balances 
heretofore reported in its favour. The causes which have rendered the 
statement of this year less favourable than those of former years are 
mentioned in the report of the inspectors, to which the committee re-
spectfully refer for further information. 

The committee repeat the recommendation made by the committee 
of last year, that the accounts against individuals, which are of long 
standing and probably worth little or nothing, but which have been 
brought forward from year to year, and thus serve to lengthen and 

, embarrass the accounts, should be charged to profit and loss, and that 
the charges against the state for the labour of convicts done in the 
erection and repair of the new prison be stricken from the accounts. 
They also recommend that the inspectors or the keeper be authorized 
to sell such articles of furniture and such tools and fixtures as are not 
needed for conducting the operations of the prison. There is a con-

1 siderable quantity of such articles, many of them purchased for the 
, old prison, which are wholly useless and are depreciating in value. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Dated November 5, 1839. 

A. ARMSTRONG, } Committee of 
JNO. H. LAMBERT, Council. 

JAMES H. ROBINSON, } 
WILLIAM ROSCO, Committee of 
GARRET HIERS, Assembly. 
WM. BLACK, 
MOSES RICHMAN, Jun., J 



Statement .fl.. 

Showing the earnings and expenditures on account of the Prison from 
Oct. 1, 1838, to Oct. 1, 1839. 

Earnings from the labour of convicts: 
Weaving department, 
Cordwainers' " 
Chair-making " 
Sundry manufactures department, 
Cooperage " 
Interest, 

Expenditures, exclusive of salaries: 
Provisions, 
Clothing, 
Incidental, 
Fuel, 
Hospital, 
I<'urniture, 

$3,898.98 
2,477.8S 
3,352.71 

166.25 
14.01 
51.03 

$5,873.53 
475.84 
950.43 

1,259.S4 
105.08 
220.75 

$9,960.86 

---- 8,885.47 

The gain in the operations of the prison is 
during the past year, provided the stock on hand pro-
duces its present valuation. 

Statement B. 

$1,075.39 

A comparative view of the operations of the Prison from Oct. I, 1836, 
to Oct. 1, 1839. 

The profits estimated from Oct. 1, '36, to Oct. 
1, '37, $6,348.70 

The profits estimated from Oct. 1, '37, to Oct. 
1, '38, 

The profits estimated from Oct. 1, '38, to Oct. 
1, '39, 

7,734.23 

1,075.39 
--- $15,158.32 

This amount of profit has been principally absorbed as 
follows, viz: 
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The amount of stock and 

tools Oct. I, '36, was $4,360.57 
The amount of stock and 

tools Oct. 1, '37, was 8,103.58-increase $3,743.01 
The amount of stock and 

tools Oct. I, '38, was 15,739.19-increase 7,635.61 
The amount of stock and 

tools Oct. 1, '39, was 16,214.35-increase 475.16 

Add amount of losses by bad debts, viz! 
Since Oct. 1, '36, on notes of indi-

viduals, $1,305.48 
Since Oct. l, '36, on accounts of 

individuals, 1,415.09 

$11,853.78 

2,720.57 
--- $14,574.35' 

This statement shows that, notwithstanding there were apparently 
. - . . yearly profits to a large amount, the sala1'1es of officers could not be 
paid by the prison funds. 
The amount of salaries on account of the new prison 

since Oct. 1, '36, including the quarters ending Jan , 1, 
'37, and Oct. 1, '39, is $17,631.83' 

' The profits, as estimated during the same pe-
. riod, is $15,158.32 

Losses by bad debts, already ascertained, to 
be deducted, 2,720.57 

Leaving a balance of profit for three years of 

and showing a loss in the operations of the prison for 
the same time of 
including salaries , 

Statement C. 
A view· of ihe effects of the Prison Oct. i, i836. 

Debts o,ving the prison, $23,092.43 

i2,437.75 

$5,194.0S 

Stock on hand ; per inventory , 4,360.57 
.;._.. __ $27,453.00 

3 
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Deduct amount owing by the prison, 
Amount of articles destroyed by fire 111 old 

prison, November 26, '35, 
Amount of charges for repairs to the prison, 

Add amount of profit reported Oct. 1, '37, 
Amount of profit reported Oct. I, '38, 
Amount of profit reported Oct. I, '39, 

$428.36 

1,269.31 
443.44 

$2,141.II 

$25,311.89 
$6,348.70 
7,734.23 
1,075.39 

15,158.32 

This is the amount of the prison effects, as appears on 
the balance sheet, Oct. 1, '39, as per Statement D, $40,470.21 

Statement D. 
Exhibiting the accounts of the Prison, as appears on the books Oct. 

Cash on hand, 
Bills receivable, 

I, 1839. 

Labour done by convicts in building the prison, 
Individual accounts due the prison, 
Charges to the state for bell and repairs to 

the prison, 
Tools and prison furniture, 

Stock on hand, viz: 
Provisions, 
Fuel, 
Medicines in hospital department, 
Weaving account materials, 
Cordwainers' account materials, 
Chair-making account materials, 
Sundry manufactures account materials, 

$28.31 
4,807.36 

17,426.74 
6,224.2] 

242.99 
6,763.38 

--- $35,492.99 

$1,036.40 
499.50 

75.76 
2,134.98 

519.IS 
4,490.58 

694.57 
9.,450.97 

$44,943.96 
Deduct amount of debts owing by the prison, 4,473.75 

Bala.nee in favour of the prison, as appears by the books, 
including bad debts, &c., $40,470.21 

[For a more particular statement of the unavailable effects of the 
prison, see Statement E.] 
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Stateuient .E. 
An estimate of the present condition of the Prison effeot1 . 

.A.mount of bad debts, from '20 to the present 
time, an account of which appears in the 
schedule hereto annexed, 

Amount charged on the books for labour done 
at the prison in its erection, 

$4,306.13 

17,426.74 
Amount charged on the books for a bell and 

repairs at the prison, 242.99 
---$21,975.86 

Balance in favour of the prison, consisting of items enu-
merated in Statement F, 

Amount of balance, per Statement D, 

Statement P. 

18,494.35 

$40,470.21 

A view of the available effects of the Prison Oct. 1, 1839. 

Tools and prison furniture, inventoried at 
Stock on hand, viz: 

Provisions, 
Fuel, 
Medicines in hospital department, 
Weaving department materials, 
Cordwainers' " " 
Chair-making " " 
Sundry manufactures dep. materials, 

Bills receivable, considered good, 
Individual accounts, considered good, 
Cash on hand, 

$1,036.40 
499.50 

75.76 
2,134.98 

519.18 
4,490.58 

694.57 
2,609.56 
4,115.88 

28.31 

$16,204.72 
Deduct amount of the liabilities against the 

prison, as appears in Statement D, 4,473.75 

The balance of this statement is 

$6,763.38 

11,730.97 

$18,494.35 
and is the amount of the property belonging to the state ----
in the prison, including the amount of tools and prison 
furniture at $6763.38, as above stated, or, exclusive of 
tools and prison furniture, $11,730.97. 



,Ji list of debts due the Pt•ison, tind estitnatetl at; 
unavailable, per Statement E. 

_John T, :French, note, dated September 30, 1820, 
_John B. Sartori, balance on note, dated March 30, 1822, 

Do, note, dated March 30, 182~, 
Do. note, dated March 6, 1826, 

_John T. French, note, dated September 30, 1826, 
John Peir, note, dated December 27, 1830, 
Wilson & Macpherson, check, dated January 31, 1831, 
William Vanhart, balance on note, dated July 15, 1836, 

Do, note, dated June 15, 1837, 
William M. Thorp, 

Do. 
Do, 

f)n book account : 
Thomas White, 
Richard Hunt , 
John Mount, 
John R. Savage , 
John T. French, 
Martin Howe, 
Daniel Bowman, 
Gabriel Allen, 
Richard Jaques, 
Isaac Pearson, 

note, dated July 1, 1837, 
no,te, dated August 1, 1837, 

note, dated September 1, 1837, 

F. C. & T. Plummer , 
John E. Smith, 
John B. Sartori, 
Lucius H. Stockton, 
William Costner, 
,villiam West, deceased i 
Mrs. Harvey, " 
Joseph ,vest , 
l.liley Allen, 
Joseph Hill, 
~obert Stockton . 

$33.75. 
48.16 

196.49 
77.77 
95.86 
28.33 

349.30 
62.66 

255.51 
308.25 
388.22 
353.50 

$2,197.80 

6.00 
.12f 

41.83¼ 
185.82½ 
27.80¼ 

.80 
2.50 
1.50 
5.12½ 
8.62½ 

47.53 
9.20½ 

25.65 
3.50 
8.63 

.87 
6.37 

l2.12 
.70 

ll.05 
i.oo 

I ,-
( 

I 

j 
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Robert Cunningham, 
Elijah Ellis, 
Jane Wilson, 

21 

Stacy A. Paxson & Co., 
George W. Richards & Co., 
Abraham Woodruff, 
William M. Thorp, 
Swain & Gill, 
Sundries account, personal, consisting of old scraps 

of debts, 

Commissioners of New Jersey state prison, 
for convict labour, $17,426.74 

~tate of New Jersey, for a bill and repairs to 
the prison, 242.99 

• 

$23.80 
4.80 
3.50 

19.47 
16.88 

159.14 
1,144.29 

270.80 

58.89 

$4,306.13 

17,669.73 

$21,975.86 
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REPORT 

OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 

TO WHOM WERE REFERRED THII: 

A.NNlJAL STATEMENTS OF 'l.'HE SEVER..&.L BANK8 

OF THE 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY. -

TRENTON: 
PRINTED BY PHILLIPS &. BOSWELL , 

PRUITltRS TO THE HOUH: . 

1840 . 





REPORT., &c. 

The select committee to whom were referred the statements of the 
banks of this state, made under the oath or affirmation of a portion of 
their officers, agreeably to the law on that subject, beg leave to 
REPORT-

That they have had the same under consideration, and have care-
fully examined the same, and believe said statements to be correct and 
in conformity to law ; and have made a tabular statement of said 
reports, which is herewith transmitted. The committee would also, 
from a sense of duty, state that they have learned with deep regret, 
that some of the banks have suspended specie payments; but as the 
committee have 110 authority under the reference to r_ecommend any 
action in the matter, they therefore deem it inexpedient to offer any 
opinion, but recommend the attention of the House to that subject. 
Your committee believing it to be greatly necessary, for the informa-
tion of the citizens of the state, to have said reports published, there-
fore offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That two thousand copies of this report be printed. 

(Signed) HENRY H. WILSON, l 
ABRAHAM BRITTIN, 
THOS. E. COMBS, }-Committee, 
JOSEPH GREER, I 
THOMAS P. HUGHES, j 
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Belvidere Bank, 
To bills discounted (all considered good), 
Manufacturers Bank at Belleville, 
Banking house and lot, at cost, 
Paper, plates, and bank furniture, 
Cunent expenses since 1st October, including tax, 
Deposited in other banks, $39,412.07 
Notes of other banks, considered good, 3,958.00 
.Specie in vault, 20,464.14 

~worn to and subscribed by 

Burlington County Bank, 
To amount of notes and bills discounted, 
No bills or notes bought. 
Specie on hand, the property of the bank, 
Balances due from other banks, 
Bank notes an·d checks on other banks, 
Banking house and lot, at fair ·valuation, 
No other real estate. , 
Bank note plates, paper, furniture, &c., 
Incidental account, 

Assets, all deemed to be good, 

Attested, under affirmation, by 

123,179i47 
685 

4,088117 
1,000 

66226 

63,S3421 

~49~ 

$87,19769 

10,73184 
16,88937 
3,33560 
3,33830 

1,03577 
2631 

$122,5548S 

Commercial Bank oC New Jersey, 
Bills discounted, $43,08885 
Real estate, 2,24554 
Merchandise, 31636 
Active capital, viz: 

In specie, 
Bank notes and drafts, 
Deposited in New York, 

Total amount of active capital, 

$1766.89 
1850.80 
1326.98 

Bank furniture, bank note plates, and paper, $1000. 
Sworn to and subscribed by 

4,94467 
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BELVIDERE, JANUJ.RY 1, 1~40. 

By capital stock paid in, 
Surplus fund, 
Discount received since 1st October last, 
Dividends unclaimed, 
Deposit at the credit of the state treasurer, 
Belvidere notes in circulation, 
Amount due to sundry banks, 
Deposits on account of individuals, 

$85,450 
22,199 90 
2,54661 

40390 
1,52448 

64,408 
78094 

16,12538 

----
$193,44911 

J. KINNEY, Jun., President, JOHN STEWARD, Cashier. 

MEDFORD, JANUARY l, 1840. 

r,, By capital stock actually paid in, 
(tr' None of the stock pledged or responsible for noteli 

I. or bills discounted. 
~·; None of the stock owned by the bank. 
~; Notes of this bank in circulation, 
i Dividends unpaid, 

Due depositors, 
j Surplus fund, or profit and loss account, 
'6 Discount received, 

$70,000 

28,357 
13250 

21,80731 
1,66483 

59324 

$122,55488 
T here are no other debts due from this bank, except a J j 

bill to the engraver, of about $370. 

jt 

BENJAMIN DAVIS, Prest., J . OLIPHANT, Cashier. 

PERTH AMBOY, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
Capital stock paid in, 
Balance due to banks and individual depositors, 
Bank notes in circulation, 
Profit and loss account, 
Discount and interest received, 
Total surplus, 

$5140.29 
184.50 

$30,000 
5,14863 

10,122 

5,32479 

$50,59542 

HERMAN BRUEN, Prest ., JAMES A . NICHOLS , Cashier. 
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Cumberland Bank, 
Capital stock paid in, 
Profit and loss, surplus, 
Bank notes in circulation, 
Dividends unpaid, 
Due to banks, 

" to state treasurer, 
F' t<> other depositors, 

Sworn to aud subscribed by 

Farmers & Mechanics Bank, 
Capital stock paid in, 
Dividends unpaid, 
Bank notes in circulation, 
Due to other banks, 
Due the treasurer of New Jersey, 
Due individual depositors, 
J>rofits on hand, 

Sworn to and su?scribed by 

Farmers & Mechanics Bank, 
Capital stock, 
Balance due to banks, 
Circulation, 
Depositors, 

$52,025 
28,447 
98,289 

1,665 
1,955 

320 
27,328 

$210,029 

$130,000 
1,53851 

24,326 
8,42509 

650 
23,16621 
2,55526 

$190,66108 
----- ,-

I $117,90842 -----
Sworn to and subscribed by 
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BRIDGETON, JANUARY 1, 1840. 

Bills discounted, 
Stock of the State Bank at Camden, 

" " " Cumberland Bank, 
Specie, 
Notes of other banks, 
Due from banks, 
Real estate, banking house and lot, 

" taken in payment of debts, 

Protests, 
Deficient accounts, 

$4018 
3152 

$123,295 
500 

6,950 
16,241 
12,330 
43,312 

7,170 
30 

201 

$210,029 

DANIEL ELMER, Prest., J. C. READ, Cashier. 

RAHWAY, JANUARY I, 1840. 

Bills discounted, deemed good, 
" " doubtful, 

Bonds and mortgages, (good), 
Bank fixtures, plates, &c., 
Due from other banks, 
Bank notes and checks of other banks, 
Specie on hand, 
Expense account, 

$156,805.93 
1,846.03 

$158,65196 
3,635 
1,27731 

13,81980 
1,19538 

10,873 78 
1,20785 

$190,66108 

WILLIAM EDGAR, Prest., J . F. KING, Cashier. 

NEW BRUNSWICK, JANUARY 13, 1840. 

Bills receivable, 
Real and personal estate, 
Stock of this bank, 
Balance due from banks, &c., 
Notes of other banks, 
Specie on hand, 
Profit and loss, 

$64,28887 
19,12475 
18,000 

1,81308 
4,465 
8,32390 
1,89282 

$117,90842 

ABM. SUYDAM, Prest., J. L. CARMAN, Cashier. 

• 
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Mecltanic1 and Manutacture1·1 Bank, 
Capital stock paid in, $124,080 
Due to non specie paying banks, 3,428 62 
Due to specie paying banks, 217 60 
Notes of this bank in circulation, 33,299 
Profit and loss account, 4,772 42 
Dividends unpaid, 437 75 
Due depositors, 23,663 02 

Sworn to-and' subscribed by 

Fa1•mers and JJlercltants 8ank, 
Capital actually paid in, 
Notes of this bank in circulation, 
Due to individual depositors, 
Deposited to meet notes discounted, 

Balances due to other banks, 
Bills payable, to fall due 8th February, 
Surplus fund, undivided profit, 
Interest and discount, do. 

$11,361.38 
1,020.98 

$583.09 
907.24 

$189,898 42 

$25,000 
16,378 

12,38236 , 
1,50044 
3,000 

1,49033 

$59,75113 

There 1s none of the capital stock owned by the bank, but all held 
and owned by individuals. There is none of the capital stock pledged 
to the bank for loans made. No other debts due, or to become due. 

Sworn to and subscribed by 

I I. 

I 
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TRENTON, JANUARY 1, 1840. 

Bills discounted, considered good, 
Do. do. do. doubtful, 

$122,340.84 I 
11,850.00 

$134,19884 
Due from specie paying banks, 
Specie on hand, 

$7,070.50 
12,836.85 
6,240.00 Notes of specie paying banks on hand, 

---- 26,147 35 
Due from non specie paying banks, 
Notes of non specie paying banks, 

$13,665.72 
4,860.25 

Certificate of city of Trenton, payable on demand, 
Capital stock, belonging to bank, 
Real estate, being banking-house, &c., 
Protest account, 

18,52597 
2,500 
1,748 
6,63795 

14031 

$189,89842 

WILLIAM GRANT, Prest,, CHARLES PARKER, Cash. 

MIDDLE'l'OWN POINT, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
Bills and notes discounted, thought to be 

good, $45,172.04 
Do. do. do. doubtful, 266.00 

---- $45,438 04 
Notes of and drafts on other banks, believ-

ed good, $719.37 
Do. suspended and doubtful, 398.25 

Specie in vault, 2,685.71 
Cash on deposit in bank in New York, 4,625.46 

---- 8,428 79 
Real estate, banking-house, lot, &c., $4,860.78 
Fixtures, vault, iron chest, plates, &c., 771.50 5,632§ 
Incidental expenses paid since dividend , 25202 

$59,7~: 13 

WILLIAM LITTLE, Prest., ELIHU BAKER, Cashier. 

B 
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Far111e1·s Bank oC New Jersey, 
Capital paid in, $100,000 
Notes in circulation, 63,725 
Discounts received, 2,372 
Dividends unpaid, 655 
Profit and loss account , 34,437 
Suspense account, 67 
Due to banks, 1,990 
Dne to depositor s, 50,081 

$253,327 

' 
Attested, under affirmation, by JNO. BLACK, Prest . 

1'Iechanics Bank, 
Bills discounted, 
Real estate, at cost, 
Bond of the New Jersey Insurance Company, secured by 

mortgage on house and lot No. 273 Broad street, 
Due from sundry banks off hand, 
Notes and checks of sundry banks ort hand, deemed good, 
Specie, • 

$500,67995 
28,71931 

15,000 
67,795&1 
12,90836 
30,725i7 

$655,82921 

The assets of the bank, as stated above, are all believed to be good, 
Of the capital stock, one hundred and seventy shares are hypothfr 
cated to the bank, as collateral security, and there is but one stod 
note in the bank, the amount of which is twelve hundred and fifcy 
dollars. In addition to the assets named in the foregoing statemenl, 
the bank has also fixtures in the banking-house, plates, and bank bills 

Sworn to and subscribed by 

To capital paid in, 
Notes in circulation, 
Interest received, 
Due ~o other banks, 
Due to depositors , 

Meehanics Bani.:, 
$40,000 

73,416 
2,90757 
1,029186 17,71 

!~35,101 
Attested, under affirrnatiou , by WILLIAM R. ALLEN·, Prest. 
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MOUNT HOLLY, JANU . .\RY 1, 1840. 

Bills discounted, outstanding, 
Specie in bank, 
Notes and drafts of other banks, good, 

Do. do. doubtful, 

Due from other banks, 
Bonds and notes on interest, 
Mortgages, 
Bank stock, 
Expenses paid, 
Due from sundry persons, 
Real estate, 

$18,794 
164 

$140,314 
14,399 

18,958 
31,025 
10,790 
4,416 
6,460 

872 
878 

25,215 

$253,327 

Sworn and subscribed by J. BEATTY, Cashier. 

NEWARK, JANUARY I, 1840. 

Capital stock, $500,000 
Profit and loss, including discount and interest received 

to this date, 
Dividends unpaid, 
Notes in circulation, 
Due to sundry banks, 
Due to depositors, 

45,377 84 
1,05456 

34,662 
20,15419 
54,58062 

$655,82921 

ruck off, amounting in value to $3000. The real estate was pur-
ased in 1836, and a building repaired and fitted up for the use of 
e bank, which is worth its cost to the bank, from its pe.culiar loca-

on and adaptedness to our business. In the present depressed state 
the country it is out of our power to say what the property would 

•ll for, or to fix any other value than its cost. 
JOSEPH A. HALSEY, Prest., MATTHIAS W. DAY, Casliier. 

BURLINGTON, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
. y bills discounted, 
Bonds and mortgages, 

echanics bank stock, 
ue from other banks, 
ixtures, banking-house, 

. otes of other banks, $15,629.00 
14,474.64 

$61,30438 
1,400 

460 
39,283 51 

65084 

30,10364 

$135,10569 

Sworn and subscribed by ARCH. BURNS, Cashier . 
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lllorris County Bank, 
Bills receivable, 
Checks and sundry other c,ash papers, 
Specie on hand, the property of the bank, 
Deposited in a specie paying bank.in New York city, 
Notes of specie paying banks on hand, . 
.Amount due this bank from other banks in the state of 

,New Jersey, 

Sworn and .subscribed by, 

$89,52124 
6,50980 
4,84378 
5,35360 
5,39131 

40174 

$112,02147 

Newark Banking and Insurance Company, 
Bills receivable, $627,26U 
.Specie on hand the property of the bank, 42,222 n 
Notes of sundry banks, 11,827'.la 
Due from sundry banks, 74,91453 
Reai estate at cost (its estimated value now), 14,07871 

Of the capital stock, there has been pledged, -or hypothecated to 
,the company, the sum of eighty-eight thousand nine hundred and fif~ 
dollars. 

The company own forty-three sb,ares of its capital stock. amountini 
Sworn and subscribed by 

Orange Bank, 
,Capital stock, 
Bank notes in circulation . 
Discount received, 
Due to other banks, 

state of New Jersey, 
individuals, 
for dividends, 

$102,500 ' 
12,187~ 
2,99500 
l,925~ 

520 
7,72871 

19Iol 

$12S,O48~ 

The amount of mortgages (collateral) held by the bank at thi; 
time is $10,000. 

Sworn and subscribed by 
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MORRISTOWN, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
Capital stock paid in, $80,250.00 
Of this amount there has been taken for 

debts due the bank, 29,250.60 

Notes in circulation, 
Due to the North River Bank,payable 13th March, 1840, 
Tax of the bank, due the treasurer of New Jersey, 
Due several township collectors in Morris county, 
Due the collector of Morris county, 
Due several banks in New Jersey, 
Due to individual depositors, 
Profit and loss account, 

H. A. FORD, Prest., JAMES WOOD, Cashier. 

NEW ARK, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
Capital stock subscribed and paid in, 
Dividends unpaid, 
Notes in circulation, 
Due to sundry banks, 
Due to individuals, 
Profit and loss, 

to twenty-one hundred and fifty dollars. 

$51,000 
18,147 
42,000 

40125 
3,32289 

21987 
4,72324 

20,936 74 
1,270 48 

$112,02147 

$508,650 
18,069 75 
80,376 
51,79916 
57,19622 
54,213 98 

$770,30511 

The amount of debts deemed doubtful is seven thousand seven 
hundred and sixty dollars and thirteen cents, and bad, two hundred 
seventy-two dollars and eighty-eight cents. 

SILAS CONDIT, Prest., A. BEACH, Cashier. 

ORANGE, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
Bills discounted, 
Banking-house and grounds, 
Contingent expenses, 
Due from other banks, 
Bank notes and checks on other banks, 
Specie, · 

$109,61521 
5,081 35 

93602 
4,39817 
3,213 20 
4,80425 

$128,04820 

STEPHEN DAY, Prest., WM. MUNN, Cashier. 

l 
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New Hope Delaware Bridge Company, 
Bridge, $73,17015 
Toll-house and real estate, 2,000 
Personal property, viz. furniture, plates, &c., 2,141 05 
Protest account, 47 50 
Over-drafts, 69 65 
Real estate in Philadelphia, taken in payment for debts 

due company, its present real value not known, 
Bonds and mortgages, (good), 
Bills receivable, (good), 

do., ( doubtful,) 
do., (bad), 

Due from other banks, (good), 
Notes of other banks on hand, 
United States Bank post notes, due April 12th, 1840, 

payable in New York, 
United States treasury notes, bearing interest at six per 

cent. per annum, 
Specie on hand, 

Sworn and subscribed by 

People1 Bank, 
Capital stock, 
Surplus fund, 
Dividends unpaid, 
Due other banks, 
Circulation, 
Pe posits, 

23,66965 
1,050 

152,74716 
76,31208 
5~,51782 
16,96705 
7,S65 

6,000 

9,00002 
10,033 

$433,59013 

$75,000 1 
9,78372 

48150 
2,061 131 

33,288 150 
9,63139 

$129,81950 

Upon the assets reported doubtful, the bank holds stocks and other 
collateral securities, the true value of which have not yet been deter-
mined . 

Sworn to and subscribed by 
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LAMBERTVILLE, JANUARY I, 1840. 
Capital stock, $400,000 
Less amount received in payment debts due co., 70,540 

Profit and loss, 
Dividends unpaid, 
Bills in circulation, 
Depositors, 
2151 shares of stock pledged for security on bond. 

$329,460 
51,487 46 

1,351 60 
40,215 
11,076 07 

$433,590 

MARCUS WILBUR, Prest., JON. FISK, Cashier. 

PATERSON, FEBRUARY rn, 1840. 

I' Bills receivable (good), 
( doubtful), 

Bonus to the state, 

$56,861.83 
35,957.69 

Real estate (fair valuation $3000) cost, 
Hamilton stock, par value, 
A debt for which the bank holds bonds, mortgages, and 

real estate, believed to be ample, 
A debt for which the bank holds a claim for a deposit 

of $10,000 in the New York Banking Company, 
I on which claim a suit is now pending; also, certifi-

cates of stock of a New York city bank for twice the 
1 amount of said debt, 

Due from the bank of New York, 
Bills and checks of other banks (good), 

I Specie on hand, actually in possession and the property 
of the bank, 

92,81952 
1,000 
2,333 32 
2,675 

6,87110 

8,400 
6,758 56 
2,855 38 

6,100 62 
----- -
$12,9813 50 

H. C. STINSON, Cashier. 
H. N. BUTLER, I 
PLINY LAWTON, Directors. 
ELIAS B. D. OGDEN, 

' 

i 

: 

: 
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Princeton Bank, 
Capital stock paid in, (Notes A & B), 
Notes in circulation, 
Discounts and interest received, 
Surplus fund, (Note C), 

- Dividends unclaimed, 
Due to other banks, 
Due to depositors, 

$90,000 
84,452 

1,410 03 
1,154 12 
1,102 10 
·3,226 45 

65,746 96 

$247,091 66 

Note A. By the act incorporating the bank, "no transfer of stock of 
the said corporation shall be- valid and effectual until any debt or 
debts which may be due to said company from the person or persons 
transferring shall be discharged." 

Note B. No part of the capital stock is owned by the bank. 
Sworn and subscribed by 

Capital stock, 
Profit and loss, 

State Bank, 

Due treasurer of state of New .Jersey, 
Dividends unpaid, 
Due to other banks, 
Notes in circulation, 
Deposited by individuals, 

Sworn and subscribed by 

State Bank, 
Bills and notes discounted, including exchange pur-

chased, deemed good, $418,080.24 
. doubtful, 2,491.40 

Real estate, valued at cost, estimated to be worth 50 per 
cent. more, or thereabouts, 

Stock, Newark Mutual Fire Assurance Company, deem-
ed good for 80 or 90 per cent., . 

Specie in possession, the property of the bank, 
Bank notes of other banks and companies, $9,858 
Certificate of notes Manufac's Bank, Belleville, 662 
Due from Mechanics Bank, New York, (good), 

" " other banks and companies, (good), 
Contingent expenses, $794.51 
Taxes, 76.17 
Tax on capital, 2000.00 

$200,000 
19,697 48 

1,000 
59850 

6,123 83 
46,302 
36,48911 

$420,57164 

10,07567 

140 
33,42847 

10,520 
21,57630 
27,07846 

2,87068 

Sworn and subscribed by $526,26122 
C. J. GRAlIAM, Cashier. 
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PRINCE'roN, JANUARY 1, 1840: 
Loans deemed to be good, 

Do do doubtful, 
Real estate, being the cost and fair valuation, 

. Personal property, bank note plates, furniture, &c., 
~Incidental expenses paid, 

ll ~Due from other banks, 
Notes of other banks and checks, 
Specie on hand, actually the property of the bank, 

/$181,425 25 
I 1,105 

10,08865 
2,000 

36931 
20,553 30 
16,31122 
15,238 93 

$247,09166 

Note C. It will be perceived that the surplus fund amounts to more 
~: :ban the doubtful assets, so that, without taking into account any 

.nterest which has accrued, the capital (after paying all other liabili-
ies) is d~emed unimpaired. 

RICHARD S. FIELD, Prest., LOUIS P. SMITH, Cashier. 

ELIZABETH, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
3ills and notes discounted, 
3anking-house, 

~- )ue from other banks, 
:3ank notes of other banks, 

~- -lpecie in the vault, 
~-
4• 
.... 

$253,10706 
15,23620 
22,27449 

4,202 
15,39117 

$310,21092 

JAMES CRANE, Cashier. 

NEWARK, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
!apital stock subscribed and paid in, of which 551 

shares, of $50 each, are pledged for payment of 
$14,950 bills discounted. No other shares are held or 
owned by the bank, 

~ii 'rofit and loss, (being surplus), 
~iscounts received, 

!~ ,xchange received, 
4~ tividends unpaid, 

nnk notes in circulation, 
,J~ ilue to other banks, 
1iii1 1ue to depositors, viz: 
Oi: I. Southard, Treasurer N. J., 

87( 

" School Fund, 
Archer Gifford, Coll'r U.S., 
Individuals, 

$95.86 
2,500.00 
1,429.34 

54,036.06 

$400,000 
9,540 51 
5,90062 
7,024 95 
1,19923 

31,079 
13,45565 

$58,06126 ----11------
EPH. BOLLES, CALEB CARTER, Jr., $526,261 22 
JEPTHA BALDWIN, Directors. 

' 

I 

I 

' 
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State Bank, 

Of this amount there is doubtful, 
And bad, 
Specie in vault, 
Bank notes of other banks, 
Due from other specie paying banks, 

$4,674.90 
395.04 

Real estate, consisting of banking-house and 320 acres 
· of land in Sussex county, · 

Personal property, consisting of furniture, bank note 
plates, &c., 

Expense account, 

Sworn and subscribed by 

State Bank, 
To capital stock, 
Profit and loss, 
Discount received, 
Dividends unpaid, 
Due other banks, 
Circulation, 
Individual depositora, 

Sworn and subscribed by 

State Bank, 
Capital stock, 
Circulation, 
Profit and loss, 
Discount and interest received, 
D~vidends unclaimed, 
Due to other banks, 

state of New Jersey, 
depositors, 

.Attested, under affirmation, by 

$140,958 07 

2,94603 
2,638 
2,53074 . 

10,000 

500 
71136 

$182,02820 

$118,125 
9,792 
1,734 
1,012 
5,387 

62,915, 
51,649 

$250,614 

$260,000 
265,272 

25,242 
9,766 
1,589 
2,066 
1,300 

72,235 

--$637,470 

I 
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MORRIS, JANUARY l, 1840. 
W~. Capital stock paid in, 

Bills in circulation, 
Dividends unpaid, 
Due individual depositors, 
Due to other banks, 
Surplus over capital, 
Discount received since last dividend, 
Capital stock pledged for notes discounted, 
Capital stock owned by ban\t, 

$2,900 
10,100 

E. CUTLER, Prest., ED. CONDIT, Cashier. 

$100,000 
28,030 

181 
28,85431 

2,32829 
7,78221 
2,70839 

13,000 

$182,88420 

NEW BRUNSWICK, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
By New Orleans city bank stock, 
Specie, 
Notes of other banks, 
Due from other banks, 
Belleville receiving certificate, 
Counterfeit and broken bank notes, 
Bills discounted, 
Notes receivable, 
Bonds and mortgages, 
Real estate, 
Contingent expense account, 

F. R. SOUTH, Prest., P. SPADER, Cashier. 

CAMDEN, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
Bills and notes discounted, outstanding, 
Loans upon bonds and mortgages, 
Loans upon stock of this bank, 
Specie, gold and silver, 
Notes of banks in the city and county of Philadelphia, 
Other bank notes, 
Due from other banks, 

from J. M. Paterson, agent, 
Stock in Bank of the United States, 
Interest due on bonds and mortgages, 
Suspended debts, good, 

Do. doubtful, 
Real estate, 
Banking-house and lot, 
Expenses from 1st October, 1839, 

R. M. COOPER, Prest., R. M. OGDEN, Cashier. 

$3,150 
17,942 
16,380 
33,130 

597 
161 

124,827 
30,580 
8,765 

13,941 
1,141 

$250,614 

$362,648 
8,051 

20,200 
39,152 
73,324 

1,096 
79,778 
3,000 
9,323 

160 
13,402 
6,500 

12,699 
6,757 
1,381 

$637,470 



Bills discounted, 
Bonds and mortgages, 
Real estate, 
Specie in bank, 
Bank notes of other banks, 
Due from other banks, 

20 

Sussex Bank, 

Attested, under affirmation, by 

$84,820 28 
10,982 07 
5,002 09 

28,925 55 
3,932 

17,251 02 

$150,913 01 

DAVID RYERSON, Prest. 

Salem Bank, 
Bills and notes discounted (good), 
Bonds and mortgages, all good, 
Real estate, 
Protest account, 
Due from other banks, 
Notes -0f other banks, 
Specie, 
Profit and loss, 

Sworn and subscribed by 

Trenton Banliing Company, 
Bills disc911nted, 
Mortgages, 
Real estate, 
Delaware Falls stock, 
Loan to the state of New Jersey, 
Notes of other banks, and due from other banks (of which $12,000 is 

· specie fund), 
;Specie on hand, 

Sworn and subscribed by 

1Jnion Bank, 
Bills receivable, good, 

Do. doubtful, 
Do. bad, 

Specie in vault, 
Funds deposited in city of New York, 
·Due from country banks, 
Notes of specie paying banks on hand, 
Personal property, furniture, plates, &c., 
Interest and discount unappropriated, 

Sworn to and subscribed by 

$67,823.03 
3,000.00 

750.00 

$139,885 86 
2,663 91 
2,525 

1770 
21,451 56 
8,443 

20,694 29 
21,414 53 

$217,095 85 

$264,375 
53,358 
16,940 

880 
2,000 

33,691 
21,523 

$392,767 

$71,573 03 
8,049 39 

40,830 33 
1,518 94 
2,21013 
2,500 

13,434 84 

THOMAS B. SEGUR, Cash. 
A 
E 
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NEWTON, JANU.4.RY 1, 1840. 

Notes of the bank in circulation, 
Due other banks, 
Due individual depositors, 
Capital stock paid in, 
Profit on hand undivided, 

Sworn to and subscribed by 

$41,735 
3,107 61 

12,192 31 
67,500 
26,378 09 

$150,913 01 

S. D. MORFORD, Cashier. 

SALEM, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
Capital stock paid in, none pledged, 
Notes in circulation, 
Due other banks, 
Interest on hand, 
Due depositors, 

$75,000 
97,985 

461 87 
14,259 33 
29,389 65 

$217,095 85 

CALVIN BELDEN, Prest., JO~N ELWELL, Cashier. 

TRENTON, JANUARY 14, 1840. 
Capital stock, 
Bank notes in circulation, 
Due to other banks, 
Discounts received, 
Profit and loss account, 
Due pension agent, 
Due depositors, 

$210,000 
56,000 
22,297 

492 
49,437 
22,651 
31,890 

$392,767 

PHIL. DICKINSON, Prest., JOHN TITUS, Cashier. 

DOVER, JANUARY 1, 1840. 
I Capital paid in (none pledged, or owned by bank), 

Notes in circulation, 
Dividends unpttid, 
Due to individual depositors, 
Due to othP.r banks, 
Profit and loss, 
Expenses, 

$50,000 
34,152 

4,500 
12,656 40 

253 41 
14,480 41 
5,000 

JACOB HURD, RICHARD BROTHERTON, DAVID SAN• 
FORD, JAMES S. HAND, Directors. 
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MESSAGE .. 

To tile Legislative Council antl General Assembly of' tl1e 
State of'New .Tersey. 

GENTLEMEN:-! herewith transmit a communication, recently made 
to me from Washington by five of the members of Congress from 
this state, announcing that they have been excluded from their seats 
in the House of Representatives, and in the most extraordinary man. 
ner. I present it to you with feelings of the most painful regret that 
an event should have occurred so calculf!ted to disturb the friendly 
relations which have hitherto subsisted between this state nnd tl,e 
l<'ederal Legislature. And in this feeling you will, I am sure, fully 
participate. 

By this violent proceeding the authority of the state has been 
treated with contempt, and she is despoiled of one of her most pre• 
cious constitutional rights. Without indulging any expression of the 
natural feelings which the occasion is so well suited to inspire, aud 
under a deep sense of the obligation of the Executive to comm uni• 
cate fully with the legislature in a case which so intimately affects 
the interests of the people and the reputation and sovereignty of the 
state, I commend the subject to your prompt and serious considera• 
tion. 

By the constitution of the United States, the power of holding 
-elections for representatives in Congress, the times, places, and man• 
ner, are expressly reserved to the · states, until they are altered hy 
a law of Congress. Accordingly this state, in commou with every 
other member of tlie Union, has made full provision on the subject , 
Our laws prescribe when and where the election shall be held, how 
the result shall be ascertained, and by whom the commission shall be 
grnntetl. This commission under the seal of the state gives to the 
holder a right in the first instance to be sworn, and to take his seat as 
:a member of the House. Thus far the power of the states and the 
tate authorities are complete, and cannot be intercepted by any au-
hority known to the constitution. It was seen however, by the fra. 
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mers of the constitution, that cases might arise m which, from a 
non-compliance with the laws of the states or by frauds in the elec-
tion, the person holding the commission would not in justice and 
equity be entitled to the seat. The provision, therefore, was wisely 
made, that each house of Congress shall have the right to judge of 
the elections, returns, and qualifications of its members. But you 
will observe that they must first become a House within the meaning 
of the constitution. It could never have been intended that a body of 
individuals, assembling at Washington at the time fixed for the meet-
ing of Cong-ress, before they are organized or even sworn, and before 
the necessary officers are chosen to preserve order, should be deemed 
a House of Representatives. When they become duly organized, 
and not before, the House is constituted "the judge of the elections, 
returns, and qualifications of it.s own members." It may then, on 
.application of others claiming a better right, investigate fully the title 
of any member to his seat. It is then competent to inquire into the 
elections, to receive evidence, send for persons and papers, look into 
the returns, correct irregularities and frauds, and to do whatever else 
may he necessary to enable it to "judge" whether the persons hold-
ing· the commissions or the claimants have been duly elected by the 
people. By this course of proceeding no state can be unrepresented, 
and any injustice or informality that may arise from the imperfect or 
irregular operation of the state laws m:iy be corrected. 

It is no part of our complaint, therefore, that the House of Repre-
sentatives should, when organized, iuvestigate, and investigate 
thoroughly, the qualifications and pretensions of its members. That 
it possesses the power in its fullest extent, and has alone that power, 
has never been doubted or denied. But it is the attempt of an unor-
ganized body of men to exercise this high prerog·ative without the 
forms of law, of which we complain, and which act can be charac-
terized only as a monstrous usurpation. It was by a summary pro-
ceeding of this sort that New Jersey has been deprived of five-sixths 
of her representation in Congress. The title of the five representa-
tives who have been thus excluded without a hearing, without inves-
tigation; and without even so much as the forn1 of a trial, has not 
been impeached in any respect whatever, and they now stand clothed 
with precisely the same powers, and are entitled by the constitution 
and laws to equal privileges, with the men by whose concurrence they 
have been excluded. What other views can we take of this case 
than as an insult offered directly to the state whose commissions these 
gentlemen bear, and a violation of the constitution of the United 
States, 
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This proceeding is materially aggravated by the fact, that the House 
is engaged in the transaction of business which deeply concerns the 
people of New Jersey, the same as if they were fully represented. A 
large appropriation of the public moneys has already been made with-
out regard to the claims of this state to a voice on the subject. With 
the same propriety the representatives from the other states who have 
conspired to exclude New Jersey thus far from her proper participa -
tion in the business of the House, may go on without her consent to 
appropriate the public revenues, alienate her title (sealed with the best 
blood of the Revolution) in the public domain, or involve us in all the 
consequences of a disastrous system of finance. As a precedent it is 
fraught with the greatest mischief, and if the positions which have 
been assumed are to prevail, the very first principle and the only se-
curity of representative government will have been subverted. It will 
then always be in the power of a minority to rule, since the mere act 
of questioning the title of members deprives them of their seats. It 
is believed that the case is without a parallel in the l1istory of legisla-
tion. I may venture to say, that no example of the kind can he found 
in the history of any State Legislature, in the usages of Congress, or 
the British Parliament. 

The case is not at all affected by the well known fact, always un-
derstood and recognized, that there is a g-rave questio1i as t.o five of 
the seats from New Jer sey to be settled ultimately by Cong-ress. Ther e 
are two returns from townships, which under the laws of the state 
could not be counted by the state officers. Wh ether they are such as 
should be counted by Congress (which has a very different power over 
them from officers acting und er the positive directions of the statute 
of the state), is a question for the Honse to settle. There is still ano-
ther and more important question remaining, growing out of fraud s 
alleged to have been committed, not. by mistake or oversight, hut by 
a systematic plan to allow aliens not natmalized the privilege of 
voting. As to one of the disputed townships, we are not left to con-
jecture on this point, for you will rememb er that the fact was clearly 
ascertained by an open examination before the legislature last year. I 
pretend not to know, aud if I did, should think myself not w'arrant ed 
in expressing any opinion as to which of the two parties claiming the 
election will appear on a full and final examination entitled to tlic 
seats, and have no other desire than that justice should be done. But 
all this has no just bearing on the case before us. It con stitutes no 
ground of justification for that violent ex-partc proc eeding by which 
the case was prejudged, and the state left with but a single repre se11ta-
tive on th e floor of Con gress. 
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,virnt were the pretexts for this net? The cl::tinrnnts produce n cer-
tificate from the secretary of state of cC'rtain estimates and returns, by 
which it would appear thnt if the returns from two townships in the 
state, which were rejected returns and never forwarded to the governor, 
had been counted, there would be a majority of votes for the claim-
ants. This certificate po8sesscs 110 authority wliatevcr. It does not 
relate to any paper or record belonging to tlte office of the secretary 
of state, and was issued without the authority of law. It might as 
well have certified a private letter or a column of a newspaper. In 
the absence of a more convenient place of deposit, it has been custo-
mary for the g<wernor to lodge executive papers in the secretary's 
office for safe-keeping·, and that practice was followed in the present 
instance; but they form no part of the files .or rncords of his office. 

Is it alleged that any law of the .~tate was violated in the manner 
.of awarding the certificates i There is your statute book, and by it 
the Governor and Council are directed to make .up the result from 
Jhe clerks' returns, and from them aJone; and the commissious were 
awarded after a carefol e.stimate of the returns from all the clerks in 
the $tate, Without a violation of the Jaw and .of my official oath, 
without passing· by the advice of the Counc.il, and disregarding the 
.1,11warying practice under the law from its .enactment, no other course 
.could have been adopted. I take my stand by the side of the laws of 
the land; and amid the storms of party, .seek no other security than 
an approving conscience an_.d a fir,rn conviction of having faithfully 
.disclJaJ·ged my duty. But I have the further satisfaction to know that 
my jll(;lgmeut has been fully confirmed by you, gentlemen, and by 
,the people of the state, But s11ppose it were otherwise 7 Do you hold 
yovr Executive responsible for l1is acts to the Congress of the United 
States l This wo.uld be 11ew doctrine for :;tn independent state. I am 
.alol)e responsible for my p1,1blic acts, let me sar to tlie legislature a11d 
the people of _my own ,state; and I deny all right to pass upon them 
offici:,1Ily by any otli~r earthly power, ·vvhether, therefore, the deci-
:,ion ju granting t)1e certificates was right or wrong, Congress, at 
_all events, is bound to receive the credentials thus furnished, ns the 
mandate of t):ie state to them, that they admit their representatives to 
their seats, until others can show a better title. 

I hav,e thus presented to you my views of this case. I find in it 110 

palliating circumstances, noth_ing but a most unprovoked violation of 
,our rights as a state, and impeachment of our character as a people, 
What action you may think proper to take upon it, must be left to 
your judgment aud sound discretion. As the immediate representa-
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tives of the people, you best know their feeliugs aud their wishes. If 
thc1·e be not a deep and settled feeling of injury in the miuds of the 
people, I have not properly appreciated their character. It is not among 
the least alarming features of the case, that the question has always 
been carried against the rights of New Jersey by a party vote. I trust, 
gentlemen, you will vindicate the abused honour and violated rights of 
the state in firm and manly tones. 'l'hat you will enter your solemn 
protest before the country against the usurped powers of Congress, 
and call upon them, even now, to reconsider and reverse an act which 
can only tend to alienate the feelings of a state among the most de-
voted to the Union. I would now, and for ever, deny the power of 
Congress to bind this state by her acts, while she denies us a repre-
sentation in that body. There will be but one feeling with your sister 
states; they cannot but see in this act towards New Jersey what may 
be their own fate, whenever for party purposes the like action 
towards them shall seem expedient . They should be called on to 
declare their opinions on the powers, . now for the first time asserted 
on the floor of Congress. While I am satisfied that, consulting the 
wounded feelings of the people, you cannot reprobate in too strong 
terms the whole of this proceeding, as t1nconstitutional, illegal, and 
void, I would still desire that you may be led into no violent or in-
discreet action. The people of New Jersey are friends to their 
country, and will abide by her fortunes for weal or fo1• wo. I won'kT 
see you take counsel from your patrioti sm,. as well as from yom· 
feelings, knowing that it is always more noble to suffer wrong than 
to do wrong, and in the hope that the day will yet come when our 
public councils will be guided by men who will regard the constitu-
tion, the laws, the vights of the states, and the peace aud hanoouy of 
their country . 

WM . .PENNINGTON . 

TREN'l'ON, January 14, i840 '. 
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DOCUMENTS 

ACCOMPANYING THE MESS,\GE. 

To His Excellency William Pennington, esquire, Governor of the 
State of New Jersey. 

May it please your Excellency: 
We, the undersigned representatives of the State of New Jersey in 

the House of Representatives of the twenty-sixth Congress of the 
United States, being excluded from the performance of our official 
duties, in violation as well of the constitution and laws of the United 
States as of the laws and rights of our own state, would respectfully 
submit to your ExceUency, and, through _you, to the legislature and 
the people of New Jersey, the following statement: 

Shortly after the late election for members of Congress, commis-
sions under the great seal of the state, and signed by your Excellency, 
(a copy of which is annexed, marked A.) were forwarded by these-
cretary of state to us severally, constituting us representatives of the 

r state of New Jersey in the twenty .. sixth Congress. Although fully 
satisfied that the decision which had awarded them to us was not 
only correct, but under the laws of the s!ate unavoidable, yet being 
apprised that in consequence of the failure of the election of officers 
in two townships to make proper returns, their votes had been lost,-
we thought it not right to act under the commissions, unless assured 
that we were also entitled to them by a majority of all the legal votes 
cast in the state. At the same time we did not feel justified in re-

, fusing them, as information from sources entitled to respect, had in -
duced us to believe that we had such majority. The investigation of 
the Cumberland election by the legislature, soon changed this belief 
into certainty with respect to one of our number. ~nowing, however, 
that the further examination requisite to determine the rights of the 
others, would be attended with great difficulty, and if brought before 
the House, with great expense and delay of public husiuess, we thought 
it best, on the first opportunity after our commissions came into effect, 
to make to our late competitors an offer to resign, and submit the ques-
tion to the people, as that could be done at the annual state election 

2 



without the least additional trouble or expense. This offer was re-
fused; but still unwilling to avail ourselves of our position, unless sa-
tisfied of the equity of our claim in addition to the perfection of our 
legal title, we, at our own expense, instituted an examination; and 
although prevented by the want of a law for the purpose, and by the 
opposition and threats of those interested in suppressing it, from 
getting the greater part of the evidence then in the form of deposi-
tions, we found enough to assure us that we could prove we had re-
ceived the majority of the legal votes. After this we could no longer 
hesitate; and, in obedience to our commissions, took our seats in the 
House of Representatives on the first day of the session. The clerk 
of the House in the last Congress, in conformity with the usage which 
has obtained for many years, commenced calling the roll of members 
from the several states in their order, but on coming to New Jersey 
called Mr. Randolph only; and then stated " that there were five of 
the seats belonging to representatives of this state contested ; and, not 
feeling it his duty to decide the question of a right to them, he would, 
if such a course should be approved by the House, pass over the re• 
maining names until the other states should have been gone through 
with, and then submit the evidence in his possession touching the 
rights of the several claimants to seats from that state." Regarding 
this course as insulting to our state, we demanded that the evidence 
should be read, and that the persons producing such credentials a, 
were required by the laws of the state, should be called in their proper 
order. A debate ensued, in the course of which it appeared that the 
evidence in conflict with our commissions was a paper purporting to 
be a certificate of the secretary of state of New Jersey, stating the 
result of his examination of the returns of the county clerks, and also 
of the returns of votes from the two townships not included in thi 
county returns, and which he alleged to be on file in his office. j 

copy of this paper, which however worthless in itself, should be pre· 
served in connection with the event, is annexed, marked B. 

The clerk professed to regard this hearsay statement of an unau· 
thorized individual as at least equal in validity to the highest kind ol 
evidence known to the law, the testimony of a state by its great seal; 
and it soon became apparent that in so doing he was merely the tool 
of others, and that almost the entire administration party in the Home 
would sustain by their votes this monstrous assumption. 

On the fourth day of the session, in consequence of the clerk's re• 
fusal to put any question but that of adjournment, and after he hai 
clearly intimated that he would not comply with the written requi 
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of a majority of those whose seats were not disputed to enroll our 
names, the Honourable John Q. Adams was called to preside in the 
meeting. The dehate was then continued upon a resolution directing 
the clerk to call the names of those holding the regular and legal com-
missions from the executive of our state, which was subsequently laid 
upon the table, the members having in the meanwhile decided, by a 
small majority, that even on a collateral question our votes should not 
be counted; and at the same time, by an unanimous vote, repudiated, 
those wpich the claimants of our seats had given. 

A resolution was then offered by Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, and 
adopted, " That the House will proceed to call the names of gentle-
men whose rights to seats are not disputed or contested ; and, after 
the names of such members are called, and before a speaker is elected, 
they shall, provided there be a quorum of such present, then hear and 
adjudge upon the elections, returns, or qualifications of all claimants 
(Mr. Naylor and Mr. Ingersoll excepted) to seats contested upon this 
floor." Believing that the members from other states, before the organi-
zation of the House, and before taking th~ oath to support the consti-
tution, had no power to question the decisions of the state authorities, 
and that all such proceedings were in direct violation of the constitu-
tion, as well as an express law of the United States, and a high-handed 
outrage upon the laws, rights, and dignity of the state of New .Jersey, 
we presented, through our colleague, Mr. Randolph, our solemn 
protest against them; a copy of which is annexed, marked C. 

A resolution, offered by Mr. Wise, of Virginia, "'£hat the creden-
tials of the following members, John B. Aycrigg, John P. B. Maxwell, 
William Halsted, Charles C. Stratton, and Thomas Jones Yorke, are 
sufficient to entitle them to take their seats in the House, leaving the 
question of contested election to be afterwards decided by the House," 
was put, and lost by a tie vote of 117 to 117. After several other 
resolutions had been proposed and discussed, but no decisive vote 
taken, the members proceeded to the election of speaker, without 
further hearing or adjuJging upon the election returns or qualifications 
of the claimants to the contested seats. Thus, by a tie vote of a mi-
nority of the members actually present on the floor, was the testimony 
of a state, authenticated in its most solemn form, set aside, without 
proof, without trial, in defiance of uniform usage aud of the clearest 
provisions of the constitution and of law; the laws of the state an -
nulled, and she deprived of almost her entire representation in the 
House. It is the first outrage of the kind in this nation, and proba -
bly the first that has ever disgraced the history of a regular represen -
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tative government. An attempt will no doubt be made to palliate it 
by the plea, that had all the votes been properly returned by the offi-
cers of election, our opponents would have had a majority. How 
little influence this rQally had is apparent from the fact, that Mr. Nay-
lor, of Pennsylvania, with the regular and legal credentials of his 
state, and an acknowledged popular majority of more than seven 
hundred, escaped the same treatment by a vote of only 119 to 112, 
with all our votes in his favour, and only three of the claimants for our 
seats voting against him, though his exclusion was not necessary to 
secure a clear administration majority in the House. 

We, considering the whole of these proceedings unconstitutional 
an'd void, and knowing that our rights, derived from the Jaws of our 
state, did not thus depend upon the will or caprice of our fellow mem-
bers, offered our votes in the election of speaker, and demanded that 
they should be recorded; and after the speaker had been chosen, and 
the other members sworn in, presented ourselves to him, a11d de-
manded to be sworn. The speaker replied, in substance, that had 
the question then arisen de novo he should not have hesitated to ad-
minister the oath, bµt, in consequence of the previous proceedings, he 
thought it his duty to submit it to the House. After other proposi, 
tions had been discussed and withdrawn, a resolution, offered by Mr. 
Evans, of Maine, "That the representatives of the twenty-sixth Con-
gress of the United States do advise and request the speaker to ad-
minister the oath required by law to the five gentlemen from the state 
of New Jersey who have presented credentials to the speaker, and de-
mand to be sworn," was lost by a vote of 112 to 116. For a more 
perfect detail of all these proceedings we must refer to the journal or 
the House, a copy of which will be forwarded to your Excellency. 

Having on every proper occasion asserted the rights of our states, 
and of ourselves as her representatives, and ascertained that even the 
oath to support the constitution will not change the determination or 
the majority, we think it useless further to press our claims at the 
present time. Our feelings as Jerseymen strongly urge as to with· 
draw at once from a body which has thus disgraced itself in attempt· 
ing to degrade our state; which has denied the authority of her laws, 
refused credence to her testimony, and trampled upon her rights ; bul 
duty forbids us to leave the post to which her commissions have called 
~•s, until compelled by power which we cannot resist or released from 
our obligations by the state herself. We are still, by the constitution 
of the United States and the laws of New Jersey, her representa· 
tives, and although excluded from acting as such by an exercise or 
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lawless and revolutionary power, it is our duty to maintain our places 
and assert our rights, a3 far as we can, without useless controversy 
and emharrasment to the business of the nation. It is our intention, 
unless the right is denied to us, or subjected to conditions degrading to 
our state or ourselves, to produce before the committee of elections, 
when appointed, evidence to show that we received a majority of the 
legal votes. But this will be done solely as an act of duty, in order 
to present the case fairly before the House and the country, and not 
with any idea of influencing the result. We have no such expecta-
tion. Those who thought our exclusion necessary to give them the 
majority will feel it still more necessary to secure their power. Hav-
ing violated the constitution in their first act, and decided against us 
without proof, and in defiance of conclusive evidence and the strong-
est provisions of law, it would he idle to hope that they will now 
regard the obligations of justice. 

It is proper to mention, that, after the debate in the meeting of the 
members had continued about a week, we received a letter from the 
gentlemen claiming our seats proposing that we, as well as they, 
should retire from our seats, and wait the further order of the House. 
It is almost unnecessary to add, that this proposition was at once re-
fused ; but in order fully to show its character and the reasons for its 
rejection, the correspondence is annexed, marked D. and E. 

Having thus submitted a statement of the circumstances connected 
with the most flagrant violation of state rights which has yet occuned 
in the Union; and, we may add, the most extraordinary outrage upon 
law and constitutional right ever committed in a representative body 
in any country not in actual revolution ; permit us in conclusion to 
say, that impressed with the high responsibility of the station in which 
the commissions of our state have placed us, we have endeavoured 
faithfully and conscientiously to discharge its obligations, feeling that 
duty only is ours, while events are in the hands of Him who controls 
the destinies alike of individuals and of nations. 
With great respect your obedient servants. 

House of Representatives of U. S. } 
Dec. 21, 1839. 

JNO. B. A YCRIGG, 
J. P. B. MAXWELL, 
WM. HALSTED, 
CHARLES C. STRATTON, 
T. JONES YORKE. 
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Copy of Coml'tissions of the Representatives of the state of New Jer-
sey in the twenty-sixth. Congress of the United States. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

To John B. Aycrigg, of the county of Bergen, esquire, GREETING: 

It appearing to the Governor of the state of New Jersey, and the 
Privy Council thereof, that you have been elected by the people of the 
state of New Jersey to represent the said state in the House of Re-
presentatives of the twenty-sixth Congress of the United States, you, 
the said John B. Aycrigg, are therefore commissioned to represent 
the state of New Jersey in the House of Representatives of the 
United States during the twenty-sixth Congress. 

In testimony whereof the Great Seal of the State is 
hereunto affixed. 

Witness, William Pennington, Governor of the state 
[ L. s.] of New Jersey, at Trenton, this first day of No-

vember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred arid thirty-eight (1838), and of the inde-
pendence of the United States the sixty-third. 

By the Governor, 

(Signed) 
(Signed) WM. PENNINGTON. 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, 
Secretary of State. 

The comm1ss10ns of William Halsted, of the county of Mercer, 
John P. B. Maxwell, of the county of Warren, Joseph F. Randolph, 
of the county of Monmouth, Charles C. Stratton, of the county of 
Gloucester, and Thomas Jones Yorke, of the county of Salem, are 
all in the same form as above, the address excepted. 

B. 
Copy of paper purporting to be a certificate of the Secretary of the 

State of New Jersey. 

STATE OF NEw JERSEY, ss.-1, James D. Westcott, secretary of state 
of the state of New Jersey, do hereby certify, that upon a careful ex-

al 
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amination of all the returns made by the several clerks of the respect-
ive counties in said state, and filed in my office, and also returns of 
votes given in the townships of South Amboy, in the county of Mid-
dlesex, and of Millville, in the county of Cumberland, verified by the 
affidavits of the several township officers of election in said town-
ships, respectively, which said township returns were not included in 
the returns of the clerks of said counties of Middlesex and Cumber -
land, and which were directed to be filed by the Governor, and now 
remain on file in my office, of the election for members to represent 
this state in the House of Representatives of the twenty-sixth Con-
gress, held on the ninth and tenth days of October, Anno Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, it appears that Philemon 
Dickerson received 28,453 votes, Manning Force 28,314 votes, Peter 
D. Vroom 28,492 votes, Daniel B. Ryal! 28,441 votes, William R. 
Cooper 28,455 votes, Joseph Kille 28,426 votes, John B. Aycrigg 
28,294 votes, John P. B. Maxwell 28,383 votes, William Halsted 
28,337 votes, Joseph F. Randolph 28,427 votes, Charles C. Stratton 
28,396 votes, and Thomas Jones Yorke _28,321 votes; and by which 
it appears that at said election Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, 
Daniel B. Ryall, William R. Cooper, Joseph Kille, and Joseph F. 
Randolph received a majority of the whole number of votes given in 
the state of New Jersey for representatives of said state in the House 
of Representatives of the twenty-sixth Congress of the United States. 

[L, s.] 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
and affixed my seal of office, at the city of 'l'ren-
ton, in the said state, this twenty-fifth day of Octo-
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-nine (1839), and of the inde-
pendence of the United States the sixty-fourth. 

(Signed) JAMES D. WESTCOTT. 

c. 
Copy of Protest. 

We, the undersigned representatives of the state of New Jersey , 
duly commissioned as such, in conformity with the laws of the said 
state, having been in part excluded from our privileges in this meeting 
of the members of the House of Representatives, deem it our duty to 
place before this body and the country our views with respect -to the 
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rights of our state and of ourselves, and the powers and duties of this 
meeting. 

We therefore affirm, in the presence of the members of the House 
of Representatives here assembled, and of the whole American people, 
the truth of the following propositions : 

1. That, by the constitution of the United States, each state has the 
power to prescribe by law the time, place, and manner of holding 
elections for its own representatives in Congress; which power in-
cludes the right of prescribing the time, place, and manner of ascer-
taining and making known the result to Congress and the world. 

2. That the determination of the state authorities, authenticated in 
the manner prescribed by the state laws, is the only evidence of the 
election of members of the House of Representatives which can be 
received prior to the organization of the House, and is final and con-
clusive until reversed by the House itself, duly organized. 

3. That no one who canuot produce the evidence of his election 
prescribed by the laws of his state, is entitled to take a seat in the 
House of Representatives; and no one who does produce such evi-
dence can be excluded before an investigation by the House, without 
a gross violation of the constitution of the United States and the rights 
of the states themselves. 

4. That the House of Representatives cannot be constitutionally 
organized, nor a quorum formed, until all the states of the Union have 
had an opportunity to appear by all their representatives ; and that a 
constitutional quorum is not merely a majority of the representatives 
elect, after the arbitrary exclusion of other members on any pretext 
whatever, but a majority of all the members from all the states, after 
each state has had an opportunity to appear by her representatives, 
and to constitute a part of that quorum. 

5. That the body here assembled, having no judicial powers, pos-
sessing no means of sending for persons and papers, not legally au-
thorized to examine witnesses under oath, and expressly forbidden by 
law to go into the consideration of any business before the House is 
organized and the oath to support the constitution administered to its 
members, cannot exercise the highest judicial function belonging to 
the House of Representatives; that of reviewing and reversing the de-
cisions of the state authorities in relation to their own elections; and 
that its only power is, to require the persons appearing here as mem-
bers to produce the credentials prescribed by the laws of their respective 
states, 

6. That the state of New Jersey, having by law prescribed the 
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time, place, and manner of holding elections, and also the time, place, 
and manner of making known the result; and having for this purpose 
selected the highest kind of evidence known to the constitution, to the 
common law, to the parliamentary law, and to the law of nations, a 
commission under her great seal, and signed by the executive, ha~ 
thus made known to Congress and to the world that we are her re-
presentatives in the twenty-sixth Congress. 

This body having, in derogation of the principles above affirmed, 
refused in part to recognize our credentials, and that upon the autho-
rity of a paper which, emanating from an officer not recognized by the 
laws of New Jersey regulating elections, and therefore not under the 
sanction of an official oath, stating merely inferences from other 
papers, themselves not evidence, being ex-parte affidavits, taken 
without authority of law and without notice to us, and proved by the 
law itself to be false upon its face, could not be received as proof of 
the facts it asserts in auy com-t of record in the lJnion; and an inten-
tion being manifested to carry farther this insult to our state, and to 
consummate the outrage upon her rights! by excluding us, her repre-
sentatives, from taking part in the organization of the House, we, in 
the name of our state and of ourselves, and in behalf of our common 
country, and of all the other states, whose rights are outraged in the 
violation of ours, do most solemnly protest against any such usurpa 0 

tion of powei• by this body, and do utterly disclaim its right to do an 
act which will be a bolder and more flagrant violation of the consti-
tution of the United States, and of the laws and rights of the states 
themselves, than has ever yet been attempted in this country. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 12, A. D. 1839; 

Gentlemen! 

JOHN B. AYCRIGG, 
CHARLES C. STRA'I'TON, 
J.P. B. MAXWELL, 
WM. HALSTED, 
T. JONES YORKE . 

D. 

Copy of Letter . 

HALL OF REP's, Dec. 9, 1839. 

As the House of Representatives have now been delayed for more 
than a week by our several claims to seats in this house, as you claim 3 . 
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a right to seats on this floor by virtue of the commission of the Gov-
ernor of the state of New Jersey; and as we claim the same right, 
by reason of our having received a majority of the votes of the people 
of New Jersey at the election held on the 9th and 10th of October, 
1838, for members of Congress of the twenty-sixth Congress, as this 
House have the constitutional right to judge of the returns as well as 
of the elections and qualifications of its members; and as we believe 
that it is in conformity with parliamentary usage and with propriety, 
that upon questions of this kind the parties whose rights are affected 
should not vote, we now propose that, waiving for the present the 
question of right, and for the purpose of relieving the House from its 
present embarrassment, we do all retire from our seats, and wait the 
further order of the House. 

We have the honour to be yours with respect. 
PH. DICKERSON, 
P. D. VROOM, 
JOSEPH KILLE, 
WM. R. COOPER, 
DANIEL B. RYALL . 

To J.B. Aycrigg, esq., J. P. B. Maxwell, esq., Wm. Halsted, esq., 
Chas. Stratton, esq., T. J. Yorke, esq. 

E. 
Copy of Answer. 

WASHINGTON, D'ec. 9, 1839. 
Gentlemen: 

We have the honour to aclm·owledge the receipt of your letter of 
this date, and assure you that it would give us great pleasure to re-
lieve the m:emhers of the House of Representatives from the embar-
rassment into which they have been thrown by the unprecedented 
course adopted by the clerk, and sustained by his friends, could we 
do so without sacrificing the honour of our state, the dignity of her 
laws, and the respect due to her officers. 

Permit us, gentlemen, respectfully to ask, whether you have fully 
reflected · upon the consequences of adopting your proposition, that 
waiving for the present the question of right, we shall all retire from 
our seats and wait the further action of the House 1 

The first and most obvious is, to exclude five-sixths of the repre-
sentation of New Jersey from all action, not only in the organization 
of the House, but in all other matters, however vital to her interest, 
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until it shall please the majority to determine who are entitled to the 
seats. 

Another is, that while the acts of the proper authorities in other 
states are received as final and unquestionable, those of our state are 
to be set aside upon mere presumption. It would also be surrender-
ing the only pl'inciple upon which a representative body can be or-
ganized, that of recognizing as final and conclusive in the first 
instance the act of the delegating power duly authenticated in the 

ffe · form prescribed by law. And lastly, it would be a fatal precedent for 
New Jersey; we s~ty New Jersey, for every other state would repudi-
ate it with scorn. It would be established by no act of their repre-
sentatives, and they would never acknowledge its validity with respect 
to themselves; New Jersey, alone, bound down by her own act, must 
bow to its authority. 

And upon whom will rest the odium of such degradation 1 Not 
upon you. Not possessing the legal credentials, you could not, by 
parliamentary usage, take the seats without a vote of the House, even 
if we were to relinquish them, and theref~re incur no responsibility in 
withdrawing; but we, bearing the commission of the state, are bound 
to execute its duties, or at once to resign. 

We therefore consider it better, far better, that we should be ex-
cluded by an arbitrary and illegal act of others than voluntarily to 
abandon our post. The precedent would in either case be a fatal 
one ; but in the former fatal alike to every state, . and each would feel 
the necessity of reversing it, while in the latter it would degrade New 
Jersey alone. 

You refer to parliamentary usage as sanctioning the course pro-
t~: posed, but we have not been able to discover any such usage; so far 

from it, we find every precedent against it, and throughout this long 
err discussion not one in its favour has been referred to. 
,e In the case of Letcher and Moore, the parties voluntarily adopted 
ull the course which the House must have taken, as neither of them had 
or the legal credentials; and in that of Claiborne and Gholson, those 

, gentlemen retained their seats, though their credentials were irregular 
e : upon their face; in both cases it was admitted, on all hands, that had 
n, the credentials been in proper form, no question could have arisen: 
e · 1 and until such a case can be found, we feel authorized to say, that 

tt 

, no question has ever been made in such a case until the present time. 
y OU allege ' that you received a majority of the votes of the people 

·za of New Jersey at the late congressional election; WP-, gentlemen, 
nt also elaim that we received a majority of the votes of the people of 
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New Jersey at that election, and upon that ground claim to be their 
representatives. 

The people of the state, alone, have the right to send their repre-
sentatives, and it is not every paper smuggled into tlie ballot-box by 
those who are not of the people of New Jersey, or substituted by the 
officers of election in place of the legal votes which have been placed 
there, that can be called a vote of the people of New Jersey. Her 
votes are given qnly by her own citizens. 

We have presented no evidence but our commissions, because these, 
and nothing but these, can be received before the organization of the 
IJouse, But were these the only evidence we could rely upon, we 
should J-iave presented them only to resign our trust, 

Before we were aware that the law had &warded these commissions 
· to µs, we were informed that the ballot-boxes in several townships had 

been the subject of gross frauds; and the examination which followed 
in our legislatme, with respect to one of them, proved thus far the 
truth of the charge. Aware, however, of the difficulties attending such 
an examination before Congress, we, on the very first day on which 
our commissions came into effect, offered to resign them and submit 
the question again to the people, in the hope that effective measures 
would be taken in the meantime to secure the integrity of the ballot-
boxes. You thought it your duty not to accede to our proposition, and 
to resign without your concurrence would have been merely to pre-
sent the same questions to the House in a more embarrasi;;ing form. 

All that remained for us, therefore, was to ascertain whether or not 
we had received a majority of the legal votes, that we might feel 
jus tified in the one case in taking our seats, and in the other in sur-
rendering our commissions tq Congress. Our examination has 
satisfied us that we had such majority; our course is therefore clear, 
and, while we shall avoid taking any improper advantage of our po-
sitiqn, we mqst act in those cases when duty requires it, 

Very respectfully yours. 

JNO, B, A YCRIGG, 
JNO. P. B. MAXWELL, 
WM. HALSTED, 
CHAS. C. STRATTON, 
T. JONES YORKE. 

To Philemon Dickerson, Peter D, Vroom, Daniel B. Ryall, Wm. 
R. Cooper, Joseph Kille, esquires, 

N. B. As this is copied from the rough draft, which was not carefully compared with 
the letter sent, there may possibly be some verbal variations, though it is believed to be 
accurate . 

,e 
() 

l( 

si: 
eel 
IDI 
wi 
C! 



pl 

of 

\0 I 

Olli 

Names or illegal Poters at the Congressional 
Election iti 1838, in New Jersey. 

Peter Barrant, Archibald l\'I'Cambridge, Peter Snyder, Casper 
Briel, Louis Reitz, Frederick Eberhardt, William Kaltenback, Wil-
liam Bohrman, Frederick Witte, Nicholas Hoffman, Lewis Schaum, 
Aloys Abendschoen, Louis Becker, Constantine Voirsard, William 
Kaltenback, jun., Nicholas Buckage, James Murdock, William Mc-
Curdy, Samuel McClure, John McCurdy, Daniel Garret, Michael 
Schaum, Peter Rattoo, Daniel McAnall, Thomas Hutton, James 
Hutton, Hugh Richards, Andrew Cassedy, Harman , Vogading, 
of Cumberland county, Millville township, aliens. Levi Davis, 
George Day, William Ireland, Cumberland co., Millville township, 
non-residents in county. Jacob Hoover, Walter Hartzog, Cumber-
land co., Millville township, had not paid tax. 

John Tash, Henry ,Vick, Reuben Abbott, Harman Lang·ley, Wil-
liam Davidson, Salem co., Pittsgrove township, non residents. Joseph 
Wattson, George Filer, John Starch, Errick Kalts, Salem, co., 
Pittsgrove township, minors. John Boque, Salem co., Penns Neck, 
did not attend the poll. Philip Sullivan, Sussex co., Wantage towu-
ship, alien. James Brink, Sussex co., Wantage township, non resi-
dent. Nathaniel Odell, Sussex co., Wantage township, a good vote 
received, and afterwards thrown out of box. William Wallen, Sus-
sex co., Byram township, minor. Andrew Rush, Sussex co., Frank-
ford township, minor. Michael Lawler, Patrick Rider, -- Parks, 
-- Parks, Sussex co., Vernon township, aliens. Samuel A. Price, 
Sussex co., :Frankford township, minor. 

Hugh W. Holaway, Lewis Mackey, John C. King, Thomas Price 
Warren, co., Oxford township, not residents one year in county. 
Herbert Smith, Warren co., Greenwich township, a pauper. Hugh 
Ranclall, Christopher Bowers, jun., Thomas Warner, Warren co., 
Greenwich township, not residents one year. William Willer, Jas. G. 
Moore, Warren co., Greenwich township, legal voters rejected. , 
Francis Anthony, Warren co., Independence township, alien. Wil-
liam Gulick, Warren co., Mansfield township, not resident. 

John Gaffany, William McCartie, Patrick O•Neal, Sussex co. 
George Stephens, David Welsh, "William Brown, Sussex co., non re-

' sidents. Dennis Cochran, George Walker, Andrew Kinsley, John 
Maloy, Patrick Fannel, Daniel K elagher, William Euen, Luke 
Flood, Abraham N. Cannor, Dani el Titus, James Faly, John Murry, 
Jeremiah W. Brown, Sussex co., Newton township, non residents. 
Josiah Perry, Uzal Devore, Joseph Dodder, Warren Wills, Joe] 
Decker, Madison Coyhendell, Isaac Van Horn, jr., James Roof, 
James Wainwright, Joseph White, John Perry, James Fredericks, 
Lewis Milton, William Helm, Jacob Roe, Durand Hedden, John 
Price, Morris Barber, Robert Heath, Joseph P. Price, Sussex co., 
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Newton township, non residents. Samuel Hendershot, Philip Van 
Horn, Robert Gray, Jacob Roof, jun., Jomes Roof, Sussex co., New-
ton township, minors. Joseph South, Beardsley Gray, Theophilus 
Phillips, Christian Shawner, Martin Hendershot, Sussex co., Newton 
township, non payment of taxes. Morris Dennis, Eustace Brown-
hart, Anthony Browne, Edwa\d Blake, William Mallary, Hugh 0'-
Brine, Sussex co., Vernon township, aliens. William Stevens, Na-
than S. Nolen, Henry W eatherwalks, Justice M•Coy, Charles Wood, 
Elijah Lanning, Francis Logan, Isaac Logan, Richard Logan, Fred- I 
erick Storms, John Butler, John Cronk, Wm. H. Weathenvalks, Pe-
ter Logan, John S. Storms, Sussex co., Veri10n township, non resi-
dents. Richard C. Roe, Elijah Webb, Sussex co., Hardiston town-
ship, minors. Canela Car, Robert 0. Hand, Isaac Rake, Niel Brown, 
James Whitford, Robert Christy, Wm. McQuor<l, William Caffrey, 
Moses Sharp, Nicholas Sweeny, John Munson, Daniel Rockwell, 
John F. Moffit, John Babcock, William Dusenberry, Jesse Martin, 
Henry Martin, Samuel Cox, Charles Holmes, Henry Early, Cal-
vin Sebolt, Abert Bremer, Sims Clark, Sussex co., Hardiston town-
ship., non residents. William Longstreet, Mathias D. Garne:s, Sussex 
co., Hardiston township, paupers. 

Elias Green, Somerset co., Montgomery township, non resident . 
Elias Green, (voted again in Mercer,) Princeton, non resident. Da-
vid Logan, Somerset co., Bedminster township, a minor. Moses 
Ammerman, Jeremiah Castner, Sommerset co., Bedminster township, 
non resident. Nicholas Arrowsmith, Somerset co., Bedminster 
township, a minor. John Buck, Henry Post, Somerset co., Bedmin -
ster township, not one year in county. John Bigalow, Somerset co., 
Bedminster township, a minor. Jacob I. Vandoren, Somerset co., 
not one year in county. 

Abraham Aller, Peter Swarts, Benjamin Yauger, Hunterdon co., 
Lebanon township, not one year in county. Richard Hope, Elijah 
Hall, Hunterdon co., Readington township, not one year in co. I 
Abraham Kletz, Hunterdon co., Tewksbury, alien. William Riddle, 
Robert Martin, Hunterdon co., Bethlem township, not one year in co. 
Charles Parke, Hunterdon co_., Alexandria township, not one year in 
co. George Morgan, George Jamieson, Hunterdon co., Delaware 
township, not one year in co. Hugh Rooks, Hunterdon co., Dela-
ware township, a minor. Charles Swallow, Hunterdon co., Delaware 
township, a legal voter, rejected. Urdel Taylor, Hunterdon co., 
Hopewell township, not one year in county. -- Tinsman, Hun-
terdon co., Alexandria township. 

Edwin H. Owen, Mercer co., Nottingham township, not one year 
in co. William Green, Mercer co., Ewing township, a minor. 
Lewis Evans, Mercer, Hopewell township, voted twice, once in Mer-
cer and once in Hunterdon. Thomas Cadwallader, Mercer co., Ew-
ing township, a legal voter, his vote was rejected. 

Martin Harvey, James McCombs, James Conologue, Barney Malone, Solomon Hus-
ter, John Curly, Peter Bnlger, James Cassedy, James Riley, _James Rouke, Malachi 
Good, Coly McDonner, John McCorey, John Furgerson, Hugh Campbell, Patrick 11'1ur· 
phy, Robert Smith, John O'Neil, Hugh Conologue, Robert Greenleaf, Middlesex co,, 
S outh Amboy township , aliens. Clarkson ,vilson , f-omerset co. , ,varren, township , not 
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resident in county one year. John J. Brick, Somerset co., Warren township, nn ali-
en, Thomas A. Drake, Somerset co., Wnrren township, non resident. Isaac Stew-
art, Somerset co., Warren township, non resident. Augustus Moore, Somerset co., 
Warren township, a minor. Abraham Bryant, Ezra Wooden, Somerset co., Warren 
township, not residents one year in county. Henry R. Doty, Abraham Cadmus, 
SomersP.t co., Warren township, minors. Peter H. \Vestervelt, Cornelius Van Scuy-
ver, Joseph T. Wood, Bergen co., Harrington, non residents. John Vreeland, Bergen 
co., Barbadoes, non resident. Samuel Dawson, Edward Dawson, Obadiah Olden, Ber-
gen co., New Barbadoes, aliens, 

John R. Outwater, Abraham E. Zabriskie, George Van Riper, Garret Van Riper, Cor-
uelirts T .. Cadmus, Stephen Van Riper, John A. Van Riper, Richard Berdau, Rinear 
Berdan, Jacob J. Vanderbeck, James V. Jerolman, Peter R. Terhune, Garret S. Ter-
hune, Jacob Stults, George Van Riper, Robert De Groot, John R. Berdan, Kinear L. 
Berdan, Herman Vanderbeck, Henry A. Hopper, Paul Vanderbeck, Paul P. Vander-
beck, Casparus Hough, jun., John Zabri'skie, John Luke, Peter G. Doremus, Stephen 
G. 'rerhune, Lodowick Young, Garret Van Wagoner, Henry D. Garretson, Peter H. 
Ackerman, Garrabrant V. H. Berdan, John J. Berrian, Bergen co., Saddle River. All 
these men swear that they knowingly voted the Whig Ticket, containing the names of 
all the Whig Candidates; and yet when the rntes were counted there were only twenty-
four whig votes taken from the ballot box ; thus showing that at least eight whig 
votes had been purloined from the ballot box, and as many more Van Bnren votes put 
in, making a difference of sixteen votes, which should be deducted from the majority in 
in this township. 

If we have 32 and the whole poll consists, as appears by the judge's rrtum,of 126, 
lhen the Vanburen candidates can :have but 84 vO'tes instead of 103. 

Result of illegal votes discovered, is as follows: 

Aliens, 79 
Non-residents, 105 
Minors, 22 
Persons who haci not paid tax, 7 
Legal votes rejected, 4 

3 
Persons who voted twice, 2 
Other illegal voters, 5 
The Saddle River box robbed of eight Whig 

votes, ahd eight Van Buren inserted, 16 

Number of illegal voters already discovered, 
who voted the Van Buren ticketj 242 



JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 

The Joint Committee, to whom was referred the mes-
sage of the Governor, with the accompanying docu-
ments, respectfully recommend the adoption of the fol-
lowing preamble and resoli1tions : 

WHEREAS it appears, from a report made by John 
B. Aycrigg, John P. B. Maxwell, William Halsted, 
Charles C. Stratton~ and Thomas Jones Yorke, five 
of the persons duly commissioned as Representatives 
of the people of New Jersey in the twenty-sixth Con-
gress of the United States, to the Governor of this 
state, and by him communicated to the legislature, 
that, at the time and place prescribed by law for the 
meeting' of that Congress, they appeared and pro-
duced their commissions as such Representatives, and 
claimed the right to unite with the Representatives 
from the other states of the Union in forming and or-
ganizing a House of Representatives, but by the acts 
of a portion of those Representatives were prevented 
from exercising that right, and are still excluded from 
any participation in their proceedings and delibera-
tions ;-by which acts the people of New Jersey are 
deprived of their just voice in the councils of the nation, 
at a time when measures of great public importance 
and deeply affecting their feelings and interests are 
to be acted upon; their state authorities and their 
seal are treated with indignity ; and a precedent is 
sought to be established, which, if not promptly and 
successfully resisted, may hereafter be used to justify 
the rejection of electoral votes or the exclusion of any 
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number of duly commissioned represe~tatives that 
a designing and unprincipled faction may deem ne-
cessary to secure to itself the control of the national 
legislature.--And whereas,in this unprecedented emer-
gency, it becom~s the solemn duty of New Jersey 
firmly to oppose this attempt to subvert the funda-
mental principle of a free representative government, 
and to call upon her sister states to disavow and re-
dress the wrong which has been perpetrated by a por-
tion of their representatives-therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council and General Assembly 
of New Jersey, That the state of New Jersey became a 
party to the Union upon the express condition, embodied 
in the con!stitution, that in common with her sister states, 
she should be at all times entitled to a number of mem-
bers of the House of Representatives proportioned to her 
population, and that by the laws passed in pursuance of 
that constitution she is now entitled to six representa-
tives. 

And be it resolved by the authority aforesaid, That until 
Congress shall by law make some regulation of the sub-
ject, the legislature of each state has by the constitution, 
full and exclusive power to prescribe " the times, places, 
and manner of holding elections for representatives," 
which necessarily includes the power to prescribe the 
manner in which the result of those elections shall be 
ascertained and certified. 

And be ·it resolved by the authority afore said, That as 
the legislature of New Jersey has prescribed a commis-
sion granted by the governor under the great seal of the 
state, as the only mode in which the election of her re-

jei presentatives shall be officially certified, such a commis-
oi sion issued in due form of law confers upon each person 

4 
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to whom it is granted a full and perfect right to claim 
and exercise all the powers and duties of a representa-
tive of the state, until a regularly constituted and orga-
nized House of Representatives, after due examination, 
shall have solemnly adjudged that _he is not elected or 
not qualified; and that any other mode of certifying such 
election is utterly invalid and unknown to the laws of 
New Jersey. 

And be it resolved by the authority ajoresaid, That a 
House of Representatives cannot be constitutionally and 
lawfully organized and invested with any authority, judi-
cial or legislative, while a single representative from 
;iny state, duly returned and commissioned according to 
the Jaws of that state, is excluded from his seat or denied 
the exercise of the rights and privileges ·of a represen-
tative. 

And be it resolved by the authority aforesaid, That the 
late acts of a portion of the representatives from the se-
veral states, by which five of the persons who were duly 
commissioned under the great seal of the state of New 
Jersey, as her representatives in the twenty-sixth Con-
gress of the United States, were prevented from exer-
cising their rights and discharging their duties as such 
representatives, were a palpable violation of the con~ti-
tution and of the parliamentary law established by rea-
son and unvarying usage, a precedent of most alarming 
and dangerous character, and a gross outrage upon the 
rights and feelings of the people of New Jersey. 

Therefore be it resolved by the authority aforesaid, That, 
in the name and behalf of the people of the state of New 
Jersey, we do hereby solemnly PROTEST against the 
acts aforesaid, as unconstitutional, unwarranted and un-
just, and against any assumption by the remaining re· 
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presentatives from the se·veral states of the right or 
authority to exercise any of the powers conferred upon 
a constitutional House of Representatives, and more es-
pecially against the attempt to enact the law for regulat-
ing the collection or disbursement of the public revenue; 
for disposing of the public lands, or the proceeds thereof; 
for pledging the public faith or credit; for imposing any 
tax or duty, or for the apportionment of representa-
tives, until the people of New Jersey and their duly 
commissioned representatives shall have been restored to 
the rights of which they have been wrongfuJly deprived. 

And be it resolved by the authority aj oresaid, That a 
copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions, certified 
under the great seal of the state, which since seventeen 
hundred and ·seventy-six has been, and stiJl is the consti-
tutional and cherished emblem of the sovereignty of New 
Jersey, be transmitted to the Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, a 
representative from Virginia, with a request that he will 
lay the same before the other representatives from the 
several states now assembled at Washington. 

And be it resolved by the authority aforesaid, That a 
copy thereof be transmitted to the governor of each 
of the several states of the Union, with a request that he 
will cause the same to be laid before the legislature 
thereof, and also to each of the sen"ators and of the 
six representatives of this state. 
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REPORT, &c. 

To the Honourable the Legislature oC the State oC New 
.Jersey. 

The 'l'rustees of the School Fund have the honour to present the 
following REPORT: 

By the fourteenth section of the act to establish public schools, 
passed the first day of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, it 
is made the duty of the trustees of the school fund to prepare and 
submit an annual report to the legislature, containing a statement of 
the condition of public schools throughout the state ; estimates and 
accounts of expenditures of all moneys appropriated by law to the 
purposes of education; together with all such matters relating to edu-
cation as they may deem it expedient to communicate. 

The Condition oC the Public Schools. 

The condition of the public schools throughout the state, so far as 
the trustees have been able to ascertain the same, will appear by a 
reference to the annexed table, marked A. This table contains an ab-
stract of the reports made by the school committees of the several 
townships in the state, for the year ending the fourth day of March, 
1839, and exhibits the number of school districts in each township, 
the number of children between the ages of five and sixteen years in 
each district, the number of scholars taught therein, the terms of tui-
tion, the length of time the schools have been kept open, and the 
amount of money received from the township collectors. The an. 
nexed table, marked B, contains a summary of the same matters in 
a more condensed form. 

There are seventeen counties in the state, and one hundred and 
thirty-nine townships, including the cities of Newark and Jersey City. 
In the counties of Morris, Warren, Middlesex, Monmouth, and Glouce. 
ster, all the townships but one have made returns; in Bergen, Hunter. 
don, and Cape May, all but two; in Passaic, Somerset, Mercer, and 
qumbcrland, all but three; and in Essex, all but four. In Sussex, but 
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six townships out of eleven, and in Salem, but three out of nine, have 
made returns. From the county of Atlantic, no returns whatever have 
been received. 

In the eighty-nine townships from which returns have been received 
there are nine hundred and forty-two school districts, and of these 
eight hundred and thirty-five have made reports. How many school 

• districts have been organized in the townships from which no returns 
have been received, the trustees have not the means of ascertaining. 
While they cannot but regret that there are fifty townships in the state, 
the school committees of which have entirely neg·lected to perform 
the duties enjoined upon them, yet, when it is recollecteJ that the law 
has but recently gone into operation, and the delay and embarrassment 
almost necessarily consequent upon the introduction of a new system, 
are taken into consideration, it ought not, perhaps, to be a matter of 
surprise that more returns have not been received. In this respect, if 
in no other, the act of 1838 has proved of more practical utility than 
any which preceded it. 

It appears that the whole number of children between tlie ages of 
five and sixteen years residing in the districts from which returns have 
been received, is sixty-four thousand four hundred and eleven, while 
the number of children attending school is but thirty-three thousand 
nine hundred and fifty-four, or but little over one half. '.rl1is is a most 
fearful disparity, and if it is to be taken as a true index of the pro-
portion which exists in New Jersey, between the whole number of 
children of an age to attend school and the number in actual attend-
ance, it is calculated to awaken serious reflection. It would present 
a most melancholy contrast to the condition of common schools and 
the diffusion of education in some of our sister states. But this com· 
parative statement mu_st be taken with some grains of allowance. 
There is some relief to the dark picture which it exhibits. 

In the first place, the returns of the number of children attending 
school do not profess to be made with entire accuracy. Some of them 
are confessedly only conjectural. We may indulge the hope, there• 
fore, that the number of children in our public schools is really 1101 

so small as the returns would indicate. In the next place, the returns 
show only the number of children attending school at a given period, 
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year. They do not give, nor would it perhaps have been practicable 
to do so, the whole number of scholars who have attended for a longer 
or a shorter period at any time during the year. In agricultural dis-
tcicts, where the population is sparse and the school-houses remote 
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from the residences of the children, it doubtless often happens that 
many are sent for a single quarter, some for half the year only, and 
comparatively few attend the whole period during which the schools 
are kept open. 'rhere may, thus, be a succession of children at the same 
school, and, while but a portion of them may have enjoyed the advan-
tages of a co11stant and regular attendance, all may have shared some-
what in its benefits. In addition to all this, it is to be remembered that 
t_he returns embrace only those children who have attended public 
schools. They do not include those who have attended private schools, 
and who, in some of the districts, probably constitute a very considera-
ble proportion of the children between the ages of five and sixteen years. 

But, after every deduction is made, the painful truth forces itself 
upon our conviction, that there are thousands of children in the state 
of New Jersey, between the ages of five and sixteen, who never go to 
school. Surely this would be sufficient, if other arguments were want-
ing, to induce an enlightened legislature to make the most strenuous 
and unremitting efforts for the improvement and extension of our pre-
sent school system. The first duty of a .free state is to see that all its 
children are provided with the means of education. 

The nu!llber of children attending school, in l'roportion to those 
between the ages of five and sixteen, appears to be greater in the 
county of Burlington than in any other portion of the state. This 
may be in a great measure ascribed to the fact, that the society of 
Friends, who have always been the liberal patrons of education, here 
compose so large and respectable a part of the population; while, on 
the other hand, the comparatively small number of children who have 
attended the public schools in the counties of Essex and Mercer, may 
be owing to the existence of many flourishing private schools iu each 
of these counties. 

The average number of children who have been instructed in the 
districts from which returns have been received is about forty -one; 
that is, forty-one children have, on an average, attended the public 
schools in each district, either the whole or a part of the time during 
which the schools have been kept open. A single teacher, as there 
are few districts which have more, could not, perhaps, very advan-
tageously instruct a much larger number of scholars. 

The average period of time during which the schools have been 
kept open in each district, is about eight months in the year. But 
this period varies very considerably in the different counties. Thus, 
in the county of Bergen, schools have been kept open an average 
period of eleven months; in the counties of Somerset and Burlington , 
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;m average period of ten months; in the counties of Essex, Passaic, 
:r,Iorris, and )Mercer, an average period of nine months; in the coun-
ties of Suss ex, Warren, Middlesex, Hunterdou, and Monmouth, an 
p.verage period of eight months; in the counties of Gloucester, Salem, 
and Cumb erland, an average period of five months; and in the county 
of Cape May, an average period of two months. 

The average price of tuition in the districts from which returns 
have been received, is a fraction less than two dollars a quarter for 
each schol ar, The lowest price paid for tuition in any of the coun-
ties, is in Cape May, where it is but one dollar and thirty-three cents. 
The high est is in Burlington, where it is, on an average, two dollars 
and forty-th ree cents for each scholar. Thus the average rate of 
wages received by the teachers of public schools in the state of New 
,Jersey would seem to be about eighty dollars a quarter. This is be-
lieved to be a more liberal compensation than they are in the habit of 
obtaining in some of the neighbouring · states ; and, were our schools 
well attended and kept open, as they should be, throughout the year, 
jt ought to sec4re the services of competent teachers. 

Upon the whole, although our public shools are far from being in a 
flourishin g condition, yet it is gratifying to find that the reports of the 
i,chool committees, from almost every county in the state, represent 
them as imp roving. The people, it is said, are becoming alive to 
their impo rtance, and begin to manifest some interest on their behalf. 
The act, too, of 1838, it is almost universally admitted, is the best law 
we hav e ever had upon the subject of schools, and has most agree-
ably dis appointed the expectations that were formed of it. Although 
but a feeble and imperfect system, and much below the spirit and 
wants of the age, yet has it done much good, and been productive of 
the most be11eficial results. 

Estima tes and Expenditu1·es oC School Moneys. 

In confo rr11ity with the provisions of the first section of the act be-
fore referr ed to, the trustee~, on the first Monday of April, 183S, 
appropriated , out of the income of the school fund, the sum of thirty 
thousand doll ars for the support of public schools in the state of New 
,Jersey, dHrin g the year ending on the fourth of March, 1839. This 
11um was app ortioned among the several counties, in the ratio of the 
taxes pa id by them for the support of the government of the state 
!'luring th e preceding year. A true list of this apportionment was 
ma4e 01Jt and filed with the treasurer of the state, by whom the 
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lnrii1ey was paid to the collectors of the several counties respectively : 
Statement C, hereto annexed, contains a copy of said apportionment, 

The whole amount of money received from the township collectors 
bv the districts which have made returns, is $43,339.32. This in-
cludes not only their proportion of the $30,000 appropriated out of 
the income of the school fond, but also their share of all other mo 0 

neys raised by the townships for the support of public schools. What 
their proportion of the $30,000 would be, cannot be stated with pre 0 

cision; because there are no means of ascertaining the proportion 
which the children between the ages of five and sixteen i-esiding in 
the districts which have made returns, bear to the whole numbei· of 
children within those ages residing in the state. But it cannot vary far 
from $17,000. This would leave $26,339.32 as their share of the 
moneys raised by the townships for the support of schools. So that 
for every dollar received by the townships out of the income of the 
school fund, one dollar and fifty-three cents have heen raised by them 
for the purposes of' education. ,vhen it is recollected that the town• 
ships are under no obligation to raise a dollar in aid of the school 
fund, and that they are not permitted to raise more than twice the 
amount which they receive from that source, this must be deemed a 
inost gratifying result, It shows that there is a spirit among the peo-
ple, which, if seconded by liberal and enlightened legislation; will 
soon make our school system all that the most ardent friends of edu • 
cation can desire . 

a, This spirit, however, manifests itself much more conspici1ously in 
Ith some counties than in others , Take the county of Morris, for in• 
irit stance, in which, judg-ing from the returns of the school committees, 
cti1 a deeper interest is felt in the subject of education than in any other 

county in the state. She receives from the income of the school fund 
hut $2352, and yet the amount expended by her in support of schools 

fS, is $6469.91, exclusive of the township of Randolph; from which no 
teturns have been received. The people of Morris have raised by 

act· taxation all that the law would permit them to raise for the support 
of schools, and their complaint is, that they are not permitted to raise 
more. In Monmouth and Middlesex, too, the amount raised by vo-
luntary taxation far exceeds that received from the state . In two of' 
the townships of Burlington county, alone, the amount paid by the 

oof. collectors for the support of schools is $2566.37, nearly as much as 
bes' i the whole county receives from the school fund ; while, on the other 
ent hand, in the eight townships of the county of Essex, from which re• 
om turns have been received, there appears to have been appropriated for 
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the support of schools ouly $1595.07, le,is than thirty doflars · for each 
district. This, it is true, does not embrace the city of Newark, 
which contains so large a portion of the population of the county, 
and from which it is deeply to be regretted that no returns have beei;r 
received.* The whole amount received from the township collectors, 
in the districts which have made returns, will average about one dollar 
and twenty-seven cents for each scholar, an<l about fifty-two dollars 
for each school district. 

This money appears to have been expended by the trustees of the 
school districts throughout the state in various ways. In some in-
stances it has been appropriated exclusively to the schooling of poor 
children. Sometimes it has been expended for the building or re-
pairing of school-houses, sometimes for the purchase of fuel. More 
frequently, however, it has been equally divided among the children 
attending school, and applied to the payment of the expenses of tm-
tion. In some few instances it does not appear to have been ex-
pended at all, but to have remained unemployed in the hands of the 
trustees of the schools or the township collector. 

The whole amount of moneys paid for tuition in the districts -which 
have made returns is $181,088. Deducting from this $43,339.32, the 
sum received from the township collectors, there would remain $137,-
748.68, as the amount paid by the parents or guardians of children 
for the expenses of tuition. This, however, is upon the supposition 
that the whole of the moneys received from the township collectors 
has gone towards the payment of the teachers' wages ; whereas a 
portion of it, as we have seen, has been expended in the erection and 
repair of school-houses and the purchase of fuel. It would then, 
perhaps, be fair to estimate that about one-fifth of the whole expenses 
of tuition is defrayed out of the public funds, and the remaining 
four-fifths paid by individuals. 

No portion of the money received from the township co'Ilectors by 
the trustees of the school districts appears to have been expended in 
the purchase of books. This, however, is one of the objects to which, 
by law, it may be applied ; and it is much to be desired that in every 
district a small sum should be set apart every year for the purchase of 
a library. The amount required for this purpose would not be large, 
and it is impossible to calculate the good that might result from it, 
particularly in the more sequestered districts. There are large sec-
tions of the state in which there are no public libraries, and many 

* See Statement E, hereto annexed . 
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neighbourhoods, doubtless, where, with the exception of the Bible, no 
books are to be found adapted to youth, and calculated to convey 
useful information in a pleasing form. There has lately been pub-
lished in the state of New York, under the direction of the superin-
tendent of common schools, a series of books of this description, 
designed to form a district library. It embraces fifty volumes, upon a 
variety of subjects, judiciously selected, and the whole expense, in-
cluding a ueat book-case, is but twenty dollars. A second series of 
books of the same description is also in the course of publication. 
'.rhe trustees have supposed that they would be performing an accept-
able service by selecting from these two series, such hooks as in their 
opinion would be most suitable for a district library in the state of 
New Jersey. Statement D, hereto annexed, contains a list of these 
books, consisting of fifty volumes. 

General Observations. 

In the last annual report of the trust~es of the school fund, made 
the sixth day of February, 1839, it was very respectfully suggested, 
that, among the improvements necessary to complete and perfect our 
present system of public schools, the following were worthy the atten-
tion of the legislature. 

1. A provision which should make it obligatory upon the inhabit-
ants of every township to raise, by taxation, a sum at least equal to 
what they receive from the state, before they are permitted to partici-
pate in the public bounty. 

2. The removal of the restriction which is imposed upon the inha -
bitants of townships, as to the amount which they may raise, by tax-
ation or otherwise, for the support of public schools, and in aid of the 
funds of the state. 

3. The erection of schools for the express purpose of educating 
teachers, and qualifying them for the discharge of their responsible 
duties. 

4. Some provision for the purpose of supplying every district school 
with a small library, together with a few globes, maps, and other simi-
lar aids in the acquisition of knowledge. 

5. The general elevation of the standard of public instruction, and 
the introduction of many useful and necessary branches of know-
ledge, which are now seldom taught in our common schools. 

Subsequent reflection and observation have only tended to strength-
n, m the opinion of the trustees, the value and importance of these 

3 
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.suggestions . Som e of them , it is obvious, cannot be adopted at once, 
but must require time for thei r accom plishm ent ; but there are others, 
jn reference to which the immediate action of the legislatur e is most 
earnestly invited. 

That the inhabi tants of the townships should be under no obliga. 
tion to raise mon ey by taxation, in aid of the funds of the state, is a 
prominent defect in our present system, and one which stands in need 
~f instant cor rect ion . It never was designed tnat the whole, or even 
the principal part of the expense of supporting public schoo ls should 
be defrayed out of the income of the school fund. It is at present en-
tirely inadequate for tha t pur pose. Nor is it, perhaps , to be desired 
th11,t the fund ever should acc umulate to such an extent as to render 
a resort to all other sources unn eces sary. It is an observation, no less 
true than trite, that we are not ap t to set a very high value upon that 
which costs us nothi ng. Besides, an educat ion wholly at the expense 
of the state might come to be regarded in the light of a public cha-
1ity, and as such be received with reluctance or disdain. Education 
should be pla ced within the reach of all; but some effort should be 
required, som e sacrifices called for, in order to obtain it. Without 
this, the peopl e will not be very likely to take much interest in it, or 
to give them selves much care about it. An education gratuitously 
bestowed, and th anklessly rec eived, would probably not prove to be a 
very thorough or bene ficial one. Now, the great object of a school 
fund is to excite this effort , to awaken this intere st. And the only 
way in which thi s object can be accomplished, is by permitting none 
to participate in it but those who are willing to contribute something 
towards it. Publi c bounty should flow only in connection with private 
contribution. W e must proceed upon the principle by which, it is 
sometime s said, divine benefic ence is regulated-the principle of help-
ing those who ar e willing to help themselves. This is the distinguish-
jng feature in th ose systems of popular education which have been 
attended with such happy results in some of our sister states, and it 
is that to which their efficiency and success are mainly to be ascribed. 
The want of such a provision in the act of 1838, was seen and Ja. 
mented at the tim e by the friends of education throughout the state. 
Jlut it was hoped, th at in consequence of the deep and general inter-
est which seemed to be felt by the people of New Jersey in the sub-
ject of education, no pr actica l inconvenience would result from its 
omission. This l;iope, th e trustees regret to say, has not been fully re-
alized . In some of the townships not a dollar has been raised during 
ifi.e past year for the support of schools, and the amount received 
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ffon1 ti1e state alone has been entirely too small to be productive of° 
much benefit. The consequence is, that in some districts it has not 
been expended at all, while in others, it is to be feared, it has been 
appropriated in such a way as to accomplish but little good. The ab-
sence of this compulsory provision is very generally complained of in 
the reports of the school committees, and a reform in this particular 
loudly called for. 

So, also1 in reference to the restriction imposed upon the townships, 
as to the amount which they are permitted to raise for the support of 
public schools, the trustees would invite the immediate attention of 
the legislature. The act of 1838 provides that this sum shall in no 
case exceed double the amount received from the state. Whence; it is 
respectfully asked, the necessity of any such restriction? Why should 
not the people of the several townships be permitted to raise by taxa-
tion as much money as they may deem necessary for the purposes of 
education? Are they not the best judges of their own wants 1 And 
may they not be safely trusted with their own money 1 Why should 
their liberality be fettered, and their zeal be repressed by legislative 
enactment? Is it apprehended that they will impoverish themselves by 
excessive taxation, or be too prodigal in their expenditures on behalf 
of education? It is submitted, that our past experience will furnish no 
ground for such apprehensions. 

But if some restriction upon the townships should still be deemed 
expedient, is it necessary that they should be confined within such 
exceedingly narrow limits? Might not more latitude in this respect 
be safely and beneficially allowed to them ? Twice the amount re-
ceived from the state, is, after all, a very small sum to be expended 
for the purposes of education. When only thirty thousand dollars is 
distributed throughout the whole state, the proportion to which each 
township is entitled is but a slender and scanty provision for the sup-
port of public schools. 

The erection of schools for the education of teachers, is also a sub-
ject of great importance in connection with a system of popular in-
struction. It seems to be conceded upon all hands, that but little pro-
gress is to be made in the work of education without a supply of 
good teachers. You may raise any amount of money for the purposes 
of education; you may multiply schools without number; you may 
furnish them with books and fill them with scholars; but unless you 
go farther, and provide competent teachers, you have legislated to but 
little purpose. Now, there is nothing in which the public schools of ' 
New Jersey are so lamentably deficient as in well-qualified teachers. 
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This is a want that is universally folt and deplored. Not only are 
they represented as being incompetent, by reason of their ignorance 
and incapacity, but in some instances they are described as being no-
toriously immoral and habitually intemperate. That the education, the 
character, the destiny of the children of New Jersey, those who are to 
form our future state, should be committed to such hands, is a reflec-
tion well calculated to beget alarm. 

There seems to be but one way in which a supply of good teach • 
ers can be secured. They must be trained to the business of teaching. 
They must be taught the art of teaching. Those who are to instruct 
others, must themselves be instructed. In short, there must be schools 
for the education of teachers. 

To require that teachers should be examined and licensed, will not 
answer the purpose. Where nearly all are unqualified, there is little 
room for selection. Their deficiencies may in this way be exposed, 
but how are they to be corrected 7 

Much attention has recently been bestowed upon this subject in the 
states of Massachusetts and New York, whose school systems are in 
advance of those in other states. In Massachusetts, a normal school, 
as such institutions are called, has lately gone into operation under 
the most favourable auspices.- This is an important event in the pro-
gress of common school education in this country. It is, strictly 
speaking, the only school of the kind which exists on this side of the 
Atlantic, although in Prussia, and in many of the German states, they 
are numerous, and are considered as lying at the very foundation of 
their admirable systems of popular instruction. The legislature of 
New York have, within a few years, engrafted upon their public aca• 
demies a department for the education of teachers, and liberal appro-
priations have been made for their support. 

Let not New Jersey be slow to adopt an improvemement so essen-
tial to the success of her school system. She has ventured upon the 
experiment of educating the people. She has embarked in the noble 
cause of popular instruction. Let her not neglect the use of those 
means, without which that career must be inglorious, that experiment 

failure. 
There are other topics upon which the trustees would be happy to 

submit to the legislature the results of their reflection. But this report 
has perhaps already been extended too far, and they forbear further 
observations. If, in the remarks which they have already made, they 
have used too much freedom and boldness of speech, let it be as-
cribed not to the slightest want of confidence in the wisdom, intelli-
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gence, and liberality of the legjslature, but to the solicitude which 
they feel, in common with so many of their fellow citizens, that there 
should exist in the state of New Jersey a school system worthy of a 
free and enlightened people. 

WILLIAM PENNINGTON, 
Governor, 

ANDREW PARSONS, 
Vice President of Cou,ncil, 

LEWIS CONDICT, 
Speaker of Assembly, 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, 
Secretm;y of State, 

R. S. FIELD, 
Attorney General, 
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,Ab-stract from the returns of Public Sc/tools of tlte several township, 
and counties of the State of New Jersey,for the year ending March 
4, 1839. 
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BERGEN, 

s addle River, - 4 4 187 96 12 $2.00 $66.82 
F ranklin, . . 16 16 1112 455 11 1.56 452.09 
N ew Barbadoes, . 8 8 508 262 12 2.25 142.28 
B ergen, . - 11 11 1131 477 12 2.41 250.00 
L odi, . . . 4 4 387 119 10 1.90 278.00 
H ackensack, . 9 9 562 281 12 2.00 247.22 

-- -- ---- -- --
52 52 3887 1690 11 $2.02 $1436.41 

-- -- ---- -- -- --- ----
ESSEX, 

0 range, . . 11 11 877 446 9 $1.87 $166.63 
u nion, - . 11 8 331 177 8 1.85 115.56 
R ahway, - - 9 6 543 188 10 2.40 170.00 
w estfield, . . 10 8 S51 419 9 2.27 297.85 
C linton, . - 7 6 485 228 11 2.00 120.80 
B loomfi.eld, . . 12 12 1354 386 10 2.00 5S8.45 
N ew Providence, - 4 3 241 92 10 2.06 60.00 
L ivingston, . . 5 5 332 153 6 2.00 76.68 

-- -- ---- -- --
69 59 5014 2089 9 $2.05 $1595.97 -- -- ---- -- --

P.\SSAIC, 
A equackanonck, . 6 6 544 174 9 $1.92 $138.35 
p ompton, . . 6 6 388 120 9 1.92 209.00 

-- -- ---- -- ---
12 12 932 294 9 $1.92 $347.35 -- ------ ---- -- -- -
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MORRIS. 
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C 

orris, 
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ashington, 
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-
-
-
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-
-
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-
-
-
-
-
-
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-
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-
-
-
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-
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-
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1475 673 11 $1.71 $969.88 
344 250 6 1.58 103.00 

1066 673 8 1.62 1574.41 
1125 935 11 1.58 900.00 
355 331 9 1.79 482.65 
623 4491 8 1.67 584.78 
751 317 9 2.00 1097.60 
422 275 6 1.91 236.54 
613 403 10 1.75 521.05 

-6774 :4306 
--

9 $1.73 $6469.91 
------ --- ----

300 229 7 $1.67 $258.00 
338 269 7 1.86 66.15 
303 269 6 1.30 194.38 
662 250 8 2.12 5:32.91 

1081 820 9 2.26 732.18 
722 500 9 1.83 860.34 

---- -- --
3406 2337 8 $1.84 $2643.96 

---- -- --
626 270 6 $2.08 $383.24 

1293 667 7 2.24 305.16 
1362 1074 11 2.21 953.40 
525 198 10 2.00 3.58.72 

1088 412 8 2.00 1431.67 
438 197 8 2.11 279.00 

---- -- -- --- ---
5332 2818 8 $2.11 $3711.19 

-- -- --- ----
1330 685 10 $2,34 $957.86 
487 175 6 2.00 401.62 
706 257 7 2.04 861.33 tr, 

671 371 7 2.12 725.44 
756 409 9 2.04 1004.85 
203 132 8 1.40 621.42 

---- -- --
4153 2029 8 $1.99 $4572.52 

---- -- ---



i11.: 

I 

Couuties ancl townships from 
which returns have been re-
ceivecl. 

---
SOMERSET. 

ernards, B 
F 
H 
M 

ranklin, 
illsborough, 
ontgomery, 

-
-

-
-
-
-

HUNTERDON. 
lexandria, - -
ethlehem, - -
ebanon, - -
mwell, - -
eadington, -

A 
B 
L 
A 
R 
H 
R 
D 

opewell and Marion, 
aritan, -
elaware, -

MERCER. 
ast Windsor, E 

N 
w 
p 

ottingham, 
est Windsor, 

rinceton, -
E wing, -

MON MOU 'l' H. 
pper Freehold, u 

M 
s 
F 
f 
D 

iddletown, 
hrewsbury, 
reehold, -

Iowell, -
over, -

-
-

-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-
-
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11 11 554 
15 15 869 
12 12 830 
9 9 426 

-- -- ----
47 47 2679 

-- -- ----
17 17 957 
15 15 601 
17 14 1016. 
15 14 689 
12 9 605 
12 12 797 
16 16 659 
13 6 571 

-- -- ----
117 103 5895 

-- -- ----
9 9 609 
8 8 1165 

10 10 382 
5 5 531 
4 4 274 

-- -- ----
36 36 2961 

-- -- ----
7 6 1387 

17 16 1620 
14 13 1523 
30 23 1748 
16 9 1459 
11 4 757 

-- -- ----
95 71 8494 

-- -- --- -
4 
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297 9 $2.00 $655.10 
498 10 2.20 312.04 
309 10 1.88 369.35 
293 11 2.05 589.83· 

-- -- ---
1397 10 $2.03 $1926.32 
-- -- -

351 7 •$2.00 $548.03 
341 6 2.00 370.55 
498 7 1.91 342.00 
414 8 2.29 619.24 
515 10 2.00 528.18 
325 10 2.05 241.37 
402 8 2.33 473.93 
142 7 2.00 461.70 

-- --
2988 8 $2.07 $3585.00 
-- --

340 9 $1.94 $173.23 
422 9 2.03 351.00 
250 9 2.00 157.08 
222 7 1.90 561.67 

68 9 2.06 112.35 
-- --
1302 9 $1.99 $1355.33 
-- --

748 9 $2.04 $1289.91 
587 10 2.43 453.32 
374 9 2.14 408.34 
879 7 2.07 1297.12 
264 7 2.00 627.37 
169 5 2.23 717.46 

-- -- ---
3021 8 $2.15 $4793.52 
-- -- --- ----



C ounties and townships from 
which returns have been re• 
ceived. 

BURLINGTON. 
pringfield, -
orthampton, 

s 
N 
N 
E 

ew Hanover, 
vesham, -

-
-
-
-

GLOUCESTER. 
ranklin, F 

w 
w 
w 
G 
C 
N 
D 
G 

oolwich, 
ashington, 
aterford, 

i-eenwich, 
amden, 
ewton, 
eptford, 
loucester, 

SALEM • 

-
-

. 

. 

. 
-
-

. Alloways Creek, 
alem, -

-
-
-
-
-
. 
. 
-
. 

-
L 
s 
u pper Penns Neck, 

CUMBERLAND. 
opewell, -

toe Creek, 
H 
s 
M 
F 
D 

-
ill ville, -
airfield, -
eerfield, -

CAPE MAY. 
M 
u 

iddle 'fownship, 
pper Township, 

-
-
-
-
-
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g ~.es 
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7 
21 

7 
22 

--
57 

--
11 
14 
7 

10 
11 
2 
3 
9 
9 

--
76 

--
6 
2 
8 

-- · 
16 

--
8 
5 
6 
4 
4 

--
27 

6 
6 

--
12 --
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6 475 370 

21 1715 1414 
7 628 628 

13 1325 I 904 
--

-4143 13316 47 
I -- ------

11 611 325 
13 967 813 
5 287 140 
6 938 362 
9 862 582 
2 603 331 
3 434 279 
8 683 312 
5 634 217 

--
-6019 13361 62 

-- ---- --
6 388 162 
2 435 270 
8 528 517 

-- ---- --
16 1351 949 

-- ---- --
8 572 306 
5 214 182 
6 448 268 
4 562 319 
4 723 434 

-- ---- --
~1_~519 1509 

5 443 285 
5 409 263 

-- -·-- --
10 852 548 -- ---- --
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11 $2.54 $708.70 corm 
8 2.54 1519.62 

11 2.36 293.88 
s 2.28 1046.75 

--
10 $2.48 $3568,95 

-- ---
5 $2.17 $303.58 
6 2.50 364.02 
4 2.35 194.40 
5 2.58 790.51 
7 2.22 324.18 
3 .51 337.06 

10 2.75 416.76 
5 2.14 293.26 
3 2.31 181.81 

-- ---
5 $2.17 $3207.4g 

--
5 $2.00 $267.12 
3 1.53 556.71 
7 2.00 710.23 

\ -- --- -
5 $1.84 $1534.06 

-- -- ---
8 $2.09 $571.00 
8 2.00 SI.SI 
3 2.25 332.00 
3 2.00 164.42 
3 1.47 723.00 

-- --- -5 $1.96 $1872,23 -
2 $1.43 $473.35 
2 1.24 245.76 

-- --- --2 $1.33 $719,11 
-- --- --
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Statement B. 

Summary of the preceding abstract, made from the returns of Common 
Schools, in the year 1839. 

COUNTIES, 

------ -- ---- -- -------- -- ----1-----
Bergen, 
Essex, 
Passaic, 
Morris, 
Sussex, 
Warren, -
Middlesex, 
Somerset, -
H1mterdon, 
Mercer, 
Monmouth, 
Burlington, 
Gloucester, 
Salem, -
Cumberland, 
Cape May, 

8 
12 
5 

IO 
11 
7 
7 
7 

IO 
8 
7 

11 
IO 
9 
8 
4 

52 
69 
12 

117 
68 
78 
63 
47 

117 
36 
95 
57 
76 
16 
27 
12 

52 
59 
12 

105 
59 
70 
59 
47 

103 
36 
71 
47 
62 
16 
27 
IO 

3,887 1,690 11 
5,014 2,089 9 

932 294 9 
6,774 4,306 9 
3,406 2,337 8 
5,332 . 2,818 8 
4,153 2,029 8 
2,679 1,397 IO 
5,895 2,988 8 
2,961 1,302 9 
8,494 3,021 8 
4,143 3,316 IO 
6,019 3,361 5 
1,351 949 5 
2,519 1,509 5 

852 548 2 

$2.02 
2.05 
1.92 
1.73 
1.84 
2.11 
1.99 
2.03 
2.07 
1.99 
2.15 
2.43 
2.17 
1.84 
1.96 
1.33 

$1,436.41 
1,595.97 

347.35 
6,469.91 
2,643.96 
3,711.19 
4,572.52 
1,926.32 
3,585.00 
1,355.33 
4,793.52 
3,568.95 
3,207.49 
1,534.06 
1,872.23 

719.11 
- ---- -- --- ------1----1-----
134 942 835 64,411 33,954 S $1.98 $43,339.32 
- ---- -- ---- ---- -- ---1-----



Bergen, 
Esr;;ex, 
Passaic, 
Morris, 
Sussex, 
Warren, 
Hunterdon, -
Somerset, 
Middlesex, 
Monmouth, 
Burlington, -
Cumberland, -
Gloucester, 
Salem, 
Cape May, 
Atlantic, 
Mercer, 
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Statement C. 

r 

$1,615.50 
2,664.00 

768.00 
2,352.00 
1,518.75 
1,638.75 
2,529.00 
1,882.50 
2,049.75 
2,792.25 
2,864.25 
1,189.50 
2,184.75 
l,617.00 

484.50 
349.50 

1,500.00 

$30,000.00 

Md 
i• 
lv111, 

J~tr 

anci, • . , 
Ro~rt 

~lnq . 
tion of 
,Ctlesti 
l~Jed, 
of,1( 

.. Pab 
~nl 

.. ,Li1eil 
,19..T 

and i, 
F,R: 

.... on !hi 
By Tb 

.. The t 
nomen1 

.. Tbe Pi 
M.n., 



ll 

,00 

,00 

21 

Statement D. 

The School District Lib1·ai•y. 

Selected by a committee, under tlte direction of tlte superintendent of 
common scliools of tlte state of New York. It consists of fifty vo-
lumes, and may be purcltased of the Messrs. Harper, of New York, 
for twenty dollars, including a neat book-case. 

1, 2 .... A Life of Washington, in 2 vols., with engravings. By J. K. 
Paulding, esq. 

2 .... The Poor Rich Man, and the Rich Poor Man. By Miss Sedg-
wick. 

4, 5 .... The Natural History of Insects, in 2 vols., with engravings. 
6, 7 .... A History of the United States, in 2 vols. By Hon. S. Hale. 
S .... American Revolution, with engravings. By B. B. Thatcher, esq. 
9 .... The Principles of Physiology applied to the preservation of health, 

and the improvement of Physical and Mental Education. By 
Andrew Combe, M. D. 

10, 11 .... lndian Traits; being sketches of the manners, customs, and 
character of the North American natives, in 2 vols., with engrav-
ings. By B. B. Thatcher, esq. 

13 .... A Popular Guide to the observation of Nature; or hints to the 
inducement to the study of Natural Productions and Appear-
ances, in their connections and relations, with engravings. By 
Robert Mudie. 

14 .... Inquiries concerning the Intellectual Powers, and the Investiga-
tion of Truth. By John Abercrombie. 

15 .... Celestial Scenery; or the Wonders of the Planetary System Dis-
played, illustrating the perfections of the Deity and the plurality 
of worlds, with engravings. By T. Dick, LL.D. 

16 .... Palestine; or the Holy Land, from the earliest period to the pre-
sent time, with engravings. By the Rev. M. Russell, LL. D. 

17 .... Live and Let Live. By Miss Sedgwick. 
18, 19 .... The Chinese. A general description of the empire of China 

and its inhabitants, with engravings. By John Francis Davis, 
F.R. S. 

20 .... On the Improvement of Society by the Diffusion of Knowledge. 
By Thomas Dick, LL. D. 

21. ... The Earth; its physical condition, and most remarkable phe-
nomena, with engravings. By W. Mullinger Higgens. 

22 .... The Philosophy of the Moral Feelings. By John Abercrombie , 
M. D., F. R. S. 
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23, 24 .... Memoirs of celebrated Female Sovereigns, in 2 vols. By 
Mrs. Jameson. 

25 ..•. Natural History, or Tools and Trades among Inferior Animals, " 
· with engravings. By Uncle Philip. 

26 .... Animal Mechanism and Physiology. By John H. Griscom, M. D. 
27 .... The Farmer's Instructor; consisting· of essays, practical direc-

tions, and hints for the management of the farm, garden, &c. 
By the Hon. Judge Buel. 

28 .... History of Quadrupeds. Illustrated by numerous engravings. 
29 .... N atural History of Birds; their architecture, habits, &c. 
30 .... Popular Illustrations of Mechanics, with engravings. By Pro-

fessors Mosely and Renwick. 
31, 32 .... Life and Works of Dr. Franklin, new edition, in 2 vols. 
33 ..•. Natural Philosophy familiarly explained and illustrated, with en-

gravings. By James Renwick, LL. D . 
.34 .... Chaptal's Chymistry, applied to Agriculture. A new translat ion, 

with valuable selections from Sir Humphry Davy and others . 
.35, 36 .... The Spectator, by Addison and other writers; being a selec- ; 

tion of its most interesting papers, in 2 vols. 
37, 38 .... Paley's Natural Theology illustrated, with explanatory notes, 

&c., in 2 vols. By Alonzo Potter, D. D. 
39 .... A Popular Treatise on Geology and Mineralogy. By Charles A. 

Lee, A. M., M. D., author of Human Physiology. 
40, 41, 42, 44 .... Plutarch's Lives, translated from the original Greek, 

with notes critical and historical, and a life of Plutarch, in 4 vols. 

I 

45, 46, 47 .... History of Modern Europe, by William Russell, LL. D.; ,. 1 
and a continuation of the history to the present time, by William 11 
Jones, esq., in 3 vols. 

48 .... Lives and Voyages of Early Navigators, with portraits. 
49 .... Lectures on General Literature, Poetry, &c. By James Mont-

gomery. 
,50 .... History of Chivalry and the Crusades, with engravings. By G. I 

P.R. James. t 

i 
ci 

ri 
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Statement E. 

[Since the foregoing report was presented to the legislature, the 
following statement has been received, showing the condition of the 
public schools of the city of Newark, for the year ending April 1, 
1839.J 

An abstract of the condition of the Public Schools of the city of New-
ark, for the year ending April I, 1839. 

p 
p 

p 

SCHOOLS. 

ublic High School for Boys, - -
rima ry School, j Male Department, 

No. 1, ' Female Department, 
rimary School, j Male Department, 

-
-
-
-
-No. 2, Female Depa:rtment,. 

in connection with Female Union School , 
rimary School, i Male Department, 

No. 3, Female Department 
rimary School, Male De:t,1ntment, 

No. 4, Female epartment , 
nfant School in North Ward, - • 

p 

p 

I 
I 
M 
F 

nfant School in the Academy, • 
ale African School, - - • 
emale African School, . . -

-
-. 
. 
. 
. 
-. 

.; "' 0 0 0 0 
.-d .-d 
" " "' "' '- <,.., 0 0 

"' ... 0 " -~ .c e C) 
0 ::, 
>-< z --

Bank-street, 1 
Ornnge-street, 1 
Orange-street, 1 
Bank-street, 1 
Harrison-st,eet, 1 

Market-street, 1 
Near Depot, 1 
Franklin-street, • 1 
Franklin-street, 1 
James-street, 1 
Broad-street, 1 
Academy-street, 1 
Plane-street, 1 --

13 

"' .s "' ... .; ... ., 
" 0 ... "' ., 

.-d .-d " .-d " .0 ., " e-$ "' e ::, 0 
'- '- "'.,; '-od 0 " 0 ... ~2 ",:: ... 
" "°"' " ..0 ..0" """ ..0 s s-s ... ,:: s "" ::, 

::, "' >~ ::, z Zo <<;l z - -- --
l 91 75 1 
1 86 70 1 
1 81 61 
1 143 92 1 
2 130 75 2 

1 96 70 1 
1 94 73 1 
1 140 102 l 
1 106 77 1 
2 104 80 I 
2 80 58 1 
1 68 39 
1 

' 
50 30 --

16 1269) 902 15 6' 

These schools are in successful operation, and have required for 
their support during the past year a sum varying very little from 
$1250 per quarter. It has been ascertained that there is a great defi-
ciency in school books and school apparatus, and the committee 
would have deemed it their imperative duty to ask of the city autho -
rities a larger appropriation for the respective quarters in the ensuing. 
year, if tlie pecuniary liabilities of the city we1e less onerous, 
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REPOR'l', &c. 

To tile Legislative Council aud Gcue1·a1 Assen1bly of' 
tile State oC New .Te1·sey. 

The 'l'rustees of the School Fund respectfully submit the follow-
ing REPORT _: 

In conformity with the provisions of the "Act to establish public 
Schools," passed the first day of March, eighteen huntlred and 
thirty-eigl1t, the trustees of the school fund, on the second day of 
April last, appropriated the sum of thirty thousand dollars for the 
support of public schools in the st.ate of New Jersey. This sum 
was distributed among the several counties 9f the state, in the follow-
ing proportions, viz: 

Bergen, 
Essex, 
Passaic, 
Morris, 
Sussex, 
Warreu, 
Hunterdon, 
Somerset, 
Middlesex, 
Monmouth, 
Burlington, 
Cumberland, 
Gloucester, 
Salem, 
Cape May, 
Atlantic, 
Mercer, 

$1615 50 
2664 00 

768 00 
2352 00 
1518 75 
1638 75 
2529 00 
1882 50 
2049 75 
2792 25 
2864 25 
1189 50 
2184 75 
1617 00 
484 50 
349 50 

1500 00 

$80,000 00 
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A copy of this apportionment was made out and filed with the 
treasurer of the state, by whom the money has been paid .to the col-
lectors of the several counties, respectively. 

By the fourteenth section of the act before referred to, it is made 
the duty of the trustees of the school fund to prepare suitable forms 
and regulations for making all reports and conducting all proceed-
ings prescribed by law in relation to public schools, and to transmit 
the same, together with such suggestions as they .shall deem neces-
sary and proper for their better organization and government, to the 
school committees of the several townships throughout the state. 

The mauner in which this duty has been discharged by the trus-
tees, will appear by the forms and regulations, a copy of which is 
hereto annexed. They were pt'epared with as little delay as possi-
ble, and printed copies of them forwarded to every township in the 
state, with the view to a distribution among the school committees 
and the trustees of the several school districts. It was deemed ad-
visable to publish them in the form of a pamphlet, in connection 
with the "Act to establish public schools." In the preparation of 
these forms brevity and simplicity were principally consulted. With 
their assistance, it is believed, there will he found little difficulty in 
making all returns and conducting all proceedings required by law. 
The trustees entertain the hope that they may be found to answer 
the purposes for which they were designed. 

It is likewise made the duty of the trustees of the school fund to 
prepare and submit an annual report to the legislature, containing 
a statement of the condition of public schools throug·l10ut the state, 
estimates and accounts o_f expenditures of all moneys appropriated 

· by law to the purposes of education, together with all such matters 
relating to education as they may deem it expedient to communicate. 

It will be perceived, however, by a reference to the thirteenth sec-
tion of the act, that the materials, which are to serve as the basis of 
this report, are to be collected from the annual returns, which the 
school committees of every township in the state are required to 
transmit to the trustees of the school fund. In no other way can 
the necessary information be collected by the trustees. But these 
returns, with two exceptions,* have not yet been received, nor are 
the school committees under any obligations to make them before 
the first Monday of March next. No report, therefore, founded 

" Retums have been ;·eceived from the township of ,v oodbridge, in the county of 
,l\1iddlesex, and the township of Orange, in the county of Essex. 
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upon them can possibly be prepared in time to be laid before the 
legislature, at its present session. Upon the fidelity and accuracy 
with which these returns are made, much of the efficiency and suc-
cess of our present school system will depend. It is earnestly hoped, 
then, that the school committees will not neglect so important a duty. 

As to the benefits which are likely to flow from the operation of 
the act of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, the expression of any 
decided opinion, at this time, might be deemed premature; and, 
yet, the trustees cannot refrain from submitting a few observations 
in relation to it, before closing this communication. That the ex-
isting law is wholly free from defects, that it is fully adequate to the 
wants of the community, or that it entirely comes up to the demands 
and expectations of the public, will not be affirmed; but that it is 
calculated to produce most important and beneficial results, is con-
fidently believed. Every system of public instruction must in its 
infancy be comparatively rude and imperfect. The great work of 
popular education is not to Le accomplished in a clay. It must be 
the fruit of much observation, of loug expeTience, and of patient 
legislation. Nothing is more easy than _to construct plausible theo-
ries upon the subject of education, and to devise magnificeut plans 
for the universal diffusion of knowledge; but nothing, perhaps, is 
more difficult, particularly in a government like ours, administered 
by the people themselves, than the attempt to reduce them to prac-
tice. 

The first step to be taken to.wards a comprehensive and enlight-
ened system of public instruction is, to organize schools in every 
district of the state, and to secure frequent, full, and correct returns. 
In this way, alone, can the legislature be informed of the actual 
state of education among the people, of the condition of the public 
schools, of the extent to which the blessings of knowledge are dif-
fused, and of the number of those who ar!3 growing up in ignorance 
and arc shut out from all means of instruction. Now these im-
portant ends the present law seems well adapted to accomplish. 
Let it but be fairly carried out-let those who are intrusted with 
the administration of it but do their duty, and it will, at least, se-
cure these two objects, a thorough organization of schools and full 
and complete returns from every district. And should it do no more 
than this it will have laid the foundation upon which a noble struc-
ture may hereafter be erected. 

Among the improvements that may be necessary, in order to 
complete and perfect our present system, the trustees would very 
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respectfully suggest the following, as worthy of being kept in view, 
and deserving the attention of the legislature. 

A provision, which should make it obligatory upon the inhabi-
tants of every township to raise by taxation, a sum at least equal 
to what they receive from the state, before they are permitted to 
participate in the _public bounty. 

The removal of the restriction which is now imposed upon the 
inhabitants of townships, as to the amount which they may raise by 
taxation, or otherwise, for the support of public schools and in aid 
of the funds of the state. 

The erection and endowment of schools or academies for the ex, 
press purpose of educating teachers, and qualifying them for the 
the discharge of their responsible duties. 

Some provision for the purpose of supplying every district school 
with a small library, together with a few globes, maps, and other 
similar helps, by which the acquisition of knowledge is so much fa. 
cilitated. 

The elevation of the standard of public instruction, and the intro, 
duction of many useful and necessary branches of knowledge, 
which are now seldom taught in our common schools. 

These are features which may at any time be engrafted upon our 
present system, without dis_turbing any of its material parts, and the 
adoption of which would, it is believed, render it all that the most 
ardent and enlightened friends of education could desire . In a coun-
try like ours, with governments resting upon the broad basis of uni-
versal suffrage, popular education is emphatically the great interest 
of erery state. The obligation to provide for all the mean s of com-
petent instruction, to take care that all are taught to know their 
rights and duties, is an obligation paramount to ernry other; for, 
let it never be forgotten, the only foundations upon which free in_-
stitutions can safely repose are the virtue and intellig ence of the 
people. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Trr11to11, Prlmtary 6, 1839. 

WM. PENNINGTON, 
JA..i)IES D. WESTCOTT , 
A. Ps\RSONS, 
LE1YIS CONDICT , 
R. S. FIELD . 
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State o.f .New Jersey. 

JOINT RESOLUTION. 

RESOLVEl> by the Council and General Assembly of this State, 
That the Governor of this State be, and he is hereby authorized to 
appoint one or more competent person or persons to ascertain as accu-
rately as practicable, the number, age, sex, and condition of the lunatics 
of this State : Also, to ascertain the best and most effectual means for 
their relief: and if in their opinion the erection of a State Asylum 
be the best remedy, then to ascertain the necessary cost of the establish-
ment of such an Institution ; the best location for the same ; together 
with all such facts as may be necessary to lay the foundation for de-
finite action, and to report at the next Session of the Legislature : And 
that a sum not exceeding Five Hundred Dollars be appropriated to 
defray the necessary expenses of such investigation. 

Passed March 6, 1839. 





TRE1'TON, April 9, 1839 . 
DEAJI Sm, 

I have constituted the following Commissioners under the foregoing 
Resolution, t.o wit-LEWIS CONDICT, of Morris; AuousTus F. TAYLOR, New 
Bmnswick; Dr. CHs. G. McCHESNEY, Mercer; L . Q. C . ELMER, EsQ., of Cum-
berland, and yourself . I hope you will accept this appointment, and signify · 
such acceptance by a line addressed to me at Newark. The counties assigned 
by the present arrangement to your particular care, are Essex, Bergen, and Pas-
saic. This will of course be subject to any modification by the Commis-
sioners themselves. 

Very respectfully, 
Your .obedient scr\'ant, 

WM. PENNINGTON, 
Governor of New Jersey. 

DR. L. A . StHTH. 

His Excellency Governor Pennington, 
DEAR Sm, 

I have the honor herewith to en-
close to you the Report of the Commissioners, appointed by you, on the subject 
of a State Asylum for the reception of Lunatics, in conformity with a Joint 
Resolution of the last Session. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient° servant, 

LEWIS CONDICT, 
In behalf of the Commissioners. 

MoRRISTOwN, February 26, 1840. 





To his Excellency 

WILLIAM PENNINGTON, 

Governor of New Jersey: 

The subscribers, Commissioners appointed by your Excellency in 
April 1839, under a Joint Resolution of the Legislature, "to as-
certain the number, age, sex, and condition of the Lunatics of 
this State : the best and most effectual means for their relief: 
and if in their opinion, the erection of a State Asylum be the 
best remedy ; then to ascertain th~ necessary Cost of the estab-
lishment of such an Institution : the best location for the same, 
together with all such facts as may be necessary to lay the 
foundation for definite action; and to report at the next Session 
of the Legislature," having considered the various duties pre-
scribed, submit the following 

REPORT. 

That in pursuance of their appointment, they met at Newark, at 
the office of Doct. SuTH, on the 12th day of April last, and orga· 
nized themselves as a board, by electing Dr. LEWIS CONDICT, as 
Chairman, and Dr. LYNDON A. SllUTH, Secretary. 

The Resolution of the Legislature, an<l the Commission of the 
Governor having been read and considered, it was deemed expedient 
to apportion the labor among the several Commissioners, by assign-
ing to each one, such of the Counties for his investigation as might 
be most convenient. 

Accordingly, the following arrangement was unanimously agreed 
to: viz.-
The Counties of 

Bergen, 
Essex, and 
Passaic, 
Morris, 
Sussex, and 
Warren, 

1 
':, composing the 1st district, ~· D S . d t r. )UTII, J were ass1gne o 

" 2d " Dr. CONDICT . 
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The Counties of 
Middlesex, 
Somerset, 
Hunterdon, and 
Gloucester, 

composmg the 3 d1s-I . d . l J r:c" wore assigned D,. TAYLOR. 

Mercer, 
Monmouth, and 
Burlington, 

" 4th " Dr. McCHESNEY. 

Atlantic, 1 
Salem, 
Cumberland, and 
Cape May, J " 5th " L. Q. C. ELMER, Esq, 

The first object contempiated in the Resolution , is, to a:scertain 
as accurately as practicable, the number, age, sex, and condition of 
the Lunatics. 

It was considered proper to make distinct en(fUiries in each TO\'vn-
ship, on these several points, distinguishing such as are supported 
by their friends, from those who are sustained by public charity, and 
the average expense of their support. With a view to some uni. 
formity in Returns,, a tabular blank was suggested, with separate 
columns for the sexes, age, &c. 

Doct.- Smith was requested in behalf of the Board of Commis-
sioners, to superintend the printing of a sufficient number of blanks 
for each district, with a circular letter, A copy of the bl,ank and 
circular is hereto subjoined-

Number of Lunatics and Idiots in the to\vll of 

No. support-No. support- No. roving Average ~.:,( ?..!( 
ed by their ed by the and supported age >,.S f 

friends. town. by charity. of each. C..,.. 
. .2 § a> ltB:MARKS, 

W ui rn 'a g i5 5 ~n.a_ 
d § · 5 ..i= O 0] ~] 

.; ~- ,,; ,,; z .;; ~'; : 
.....:'._ :;; c,. .....:'._ ::;i .....:'._ ..:....._ __ ,__ _ __ _ 

SIR,-Havi1 ,g been appoin'fed by his Excellency the GO'l!ernor,• a Commissioner, 
io ascertain as acrnrately as p_ossible, the number, age, sex, and condition of the Lu· 
natics and Idiots in the counties of I take the liberty of 
addressing you, and requesting your co-operation in this work of benevolence, as far 
as regards your own township . By filling the blanks in the annexed Schedule and 
forwarding to me, at as soon as you can conveniently, you will greatly 
promote the cause of suffering humanity . A history of any case of special interest 
would be very accept11ble. 

Your obedient Servant , 
Commissioner, 

tol!JC• 
misforl 
where 
rnrn 
nsane, 
here!! 
he co1 
nil; 

hirtr 
hr~; 1 

ource 
ustre 
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parlme 
sa 

ilclolbi 
lanks 

ne;t 
nd in 
parlrne 
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to the security of others, but with special reference also to their own 
misfortunes, and in a manner adapted to shorten their duration, or 
where that is impossible, at least, to mitigate their severity. How. 
ever imperiously the public good nny demand the coercion of the 
insane, it can never be just to cast them into a hopeless dungeon, 
thereby making the cause of their confinement rernediless, and then 
the confinement itself terminable only by. the death of the sufferer. 
In its practical operation, such a system is a direct consignment of 
human beings to the long protracted and mysterious horrors of 
madness. 

The second Report of the Prison Discipline Society, furnishes the 
following irn,tructive lesson, as to the treatment of Lunatics, in com• 
mon jails: 

"In Massachusetts, by an examination made with care, about 
thirty lunatic s have been found in prison. In one prison were found 
three; in another five; in another six, and in another ten. It !S a 
source of great complaint with the Sheriffs and Jailors, that they 
must receive such persons, because they have no suitable accommo. 
elations for them. Of those last mentioned, one was found in an 
apartment in which he had been nine years. He had a wreath of 
rags around his body, and another around his neck. This was all 
his clothing. He had no bed, chair, or bench. Two or three rough 
planks were strewed around the room: a heap of filthy straw, like 
the nest of swine, was in the corner. He had built a bird's nest of 
mud in the iron grate of his den. Connected with his wretched 
apartment was a dark dungeon, having no orifice for the admission 
of light, heat, or air, except the iron door, about two and a half feet 
square, opening into it from the prison. 

" The other lunatics in the same prison were scattered about in 
different apartments, with t_hieves and murderers, and persons under 
arrest, but not yet convicted of guilt. 

"In the prison of five lunatics, they were confined in separate 
cells, which were almost dark dungeons. It was difficult after the 
door was open, to see them distinctly. The ventilation was so in. 
complete that more than one person on entering them has found the 
air so fetid as to produce nausea, and almost vomiting. The old 
straw on which they were laid, and their filthy garments, were such 
as to make their insanity more hopeless, and at one time it was not 
considered within the province of the Physician to examine particu. 
larly the condition of the lunatics. In these circumstances any im. 
provement of their minds could hardly be expected. Instead of hav. 
ing three out of four restored to reason, as is the fact in some of 
the favored Lunatic Asylums, it is {o be feared that, in these circum. 
stances, some, who might otherwise be restored, would become in• 
curable, and that others might lose their lives, to say nothing of pre-
sent suffering. 

"In the prison in which were six lunatics, their condition was 
less wretched. But they were sometimes an annoyance, and some. 
times a sport to the convicts ; and even the apartment in which the 

3 
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females were confined opened into the yard of the men : there was 
an injurious interchange of obscenity and profanity between them, 
which was not restrained by the presence of the Keeper. 

"In the prison, or house of correction, so called, in which were 
ten lunatics, two were found about seventy years of age, a male and 
female, in the same apartment of an upper story. The female was 
lying upon a heap of straw under a broken window. The snow in a 
severe storm was beating through the window, and lay upon the 
straw around her withered body, which was partially covered with 
a few filthy and tattered garments. The man was lying in the cor. 
ner of the room in a similar situation, except that he was less ex. 
posed to the storm. The former had been in this apartment six, and 
the latter twenty .one years. 

" Another lunatic in the same prison was found in a plank apart. 
ment of the first story, where he had been eight yealjS, During this 
time he had never left the room but twice. The door of this apart. 
ment had not been opened in eighteen months. The food was fur• 
nished through a small orifice in the door. The room was warmed 
by no fire : and still the woman of the house said, " he had never 
froze.'I As he was seen through the orifice of the door, the first 
question was, " is that a human being ?" The hair was gone from 
one side of his head, and his eyes were like balls of fire. 

"In the cellar of the same prison were five lunatics. The win• 
dows of this cellar were no defence against the storm, and, as might 
be supposed, the woman o( the house said, "we have a sight to do 
to keep them from freezing." There was no fire in this cellar which 
could be felt by four of these lunatics , One of the five had a little 
fire of turf in an apartment of the cellar by herself. She was, how· 
ever, infuriate, if any one came near her. This woman was commit• 
ted to this cellar 17 years ago. The apartments are about 6 feet 
by 8. They are made of coarse plank, and have an orifice in the 
door for the admission of light and air, about 6 inches by 4. The 
darkneiss was such in two of these apartments that nothing could 
be seen by looking through the orifice in the door. At the same 
time there was a poor lunatic in each. 

" A man who has grown old, was committed to one of them in 
1810, and had lived in it seventeen years. 

"An emaciated female was found in a similar apartment, in the 
dark, without fire, almost without covering, where she had been 
nearly two years. A colored woman in another, in which she had 
been six years : a.nd a miserable man in another in which he had 
been four years." 

We believe from personal observation of many years, that many 
roving Maniacs, who were proper subjects for a well regulated Lu-
natic Asylum, have remained at large, and unrestrained in their 
liberty, greatly to the annoyance of society, and frequently danger-
ous to the lives of the community, merely because the common jail 
was so revolting to the feelings of humanity. All have preferred to 

' tolerate these unhappy creatures, rather than to imprison the inno-
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cent, with felons of every description. Of this class of wandering 
maniacs, the precise number is unknown. There are ascertained 
nineteen, and probably as many more are unknown to us. Of those 
who have been and still are imprisoned, the number is thirty.seven, of 
these thirteen are in the State Prison. Three are confined by chains 
and two of these are in the County Poor Houses, and complaint is 
made of their being very troublesome, and that the accommodations 
are ill.suited to such cases. The comforts afforded by the jails of 
this State are as well known to the Legislature, as to the Commission. 
ers. Perhaps their inmates may fare as well as those just described 
in Massachusetts: if during the rigor of this winter, any survivor in 
them "has not froze" their keepers may say "we had a sight to do to 
keep them from freezing." 

To show conclusively the beneficial effects of such an establishment 
as we hope to see adopted in New Jersey, we take occasion to cite a 
few instances of treatment in the State Lunatic Hospital of Massa-
chusetts, at Worcester. Many of them had been Lunatics and con-
fined in jails with criminals, &c. many years. 

"No. I. Had been in prison twenty.eight years when he was brought 
to the Institution. During seven years he had not felt the influence 
of fire, and many nights he had not lain down for fear of freezing. 
He had not been shaved for twenty-eight years, and had been pro-
voked and excited by the introduction of hundreds, to see the 8xhibi-
tion of his raving. He is now, and has been, comfortable in health-
well clad-keeps his bed and room remarkably clean : and although 
very insane on certain subjects, is most of the time pleasant, compan-
ionable, and entirely harmless and docile. He shaves himself twice a 
week-sits at table with sixteen others-takes his meals-walks about 
the village and over the fields, with an attendant to accompany him, 
and enjoys himself as well as his illusions will permit. This man 
committed homicide. 

"No. 2. Had been in one prison fourteen years: he was naked-his 
hair and beard grown long-and his skin so entirely filled with the 
dust of charcoal as to render it impossible, from its appearance, to dis. 
cover what nation he was of. He was in the habit of screaming so 
loud as to annoy the whole neighborhood, and was considered a most 
dangerous and desperate man. When he came to the Hospital he was 
provided with a new suit of clothes, which the Sheriff advised us to 
have taken off and preserved, as he doubted not he would strip them 
in tatters in two hours. He was, however, induced to preserve them 
with great care, and has constantly for two years worn his clothes, 
sleeps in a good bed, sits at the table to take his meals, and is quite a 
civil, although a very insane man. He too committed homicide. 

"No. 3. An old man of 70 years of age or more; had been chained 
for twenty-five years, and had his chain taken off but once in that time. 
Has for many months been very quiet and civil, and behaves like a 
gentleman: and although quit~ insane, keeps his room in good order, 



and takes his meals at table with seventeen others, with the utmost 
propriety. 

"No. 4. A female: had so long been confined with a short chain as 
wholly to lose the use of her lower limbs. Her health had been mate-
l'ially impaired by confinement, and she was unable to stand, and had 
not walked for years. In the Hospital her health has been restored, 
her limbs rendered again useful, so that she walks without difficulty; 
is now in the enjoyment of health and reason, and able to labor suffi. 
ciently to support herself. She is now with her friends. 

"No. 5. Is a mechanic who had been in close confinement for six 
years. He committed homicide: and if this institution had not been 
erected, would probably never have been permitted to leave his cell. 
He is now a useful mechanic : labors a great portion of his time: 
often reads his bible and the public papers: is exceedingly happy that 
this place has been provided for him, and blesses its founders and con-
ductors daily for the benefits conferred by it on himself and other in. 
mates. He walks abroad and often attends church. 

"No. 6. Another man reported by the Commissioners, was confined 
seventeen years before he was removed to the Hospital. He was very 
violent and dangerous : often in chains, notwithstanding he was in a 
strong prison room. He used to scream, and commit acts of violence 
that required the most rigid restraint. He is now weli dressed, civil, 
and, although often excited, is respectful and pleasant--is in the habit 
of assisting the females in washing the floors, drawing water, preparing 
food, and similar domestic offices, and is about the premises without 
restraint. He committed homicide. 

"No. 7. Had been confined a violent maniac. Had been caged and 
chained for years. It was concluded to set him free, and B€e how he 
would conduct. He fell foul of his brother, and killed him with a 
bludgeon, and, pursuing his sister, would probably have done the same 
to her, had he.not been arrested in season to prevent it. When caged 
he was naked and filthy, but now dresses neatly: is cleanly and civil: 
mingles freely with sixteen other persons, and, though quite insane, is 
to us perfectly harmless. 

"No. 8. Had been ten years without clothes: a most inconceivably 
filthy and degraded being : exceedingly violent and outrageous. She 
now wears clothes, is neat and cleanly in her person, takes her food at 
table with a large company, does much needle work and knitting, and 
though at times violent, is managed without the least severity or diffi. 
culty. 

"No. -9. Another ferpale, exceedingly filthy in her habits, had not 
worn clothes for two years, during which time she had been confined 
in a filthy cell,destitute of every thing like comfort, tearing every thing 
in pieces that was given lier. She is now dressed cleanly, works some, 
takes her food at table in company, sings very pleasantly when request-
ed, and is a large part of the time very civil and agreeable. 

"No. IO, Has been insane eight years: almost the whole of the 
time in jail and in a cage. He cut the throat of an infant while sleep• 
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ing in a cradle, instantly killing it : made an attack with an axe, upon 
an aged man, at the same time. It is stated that he was in a most 
wretched condition before he came here. He is now insane, but plea-
sant: keeps his bed and room in good order, takes his meals regularly 
~t the table, spends much time in reading and conversing with the 
mmates, and labors some. 

"No. 11. Was very insane when he came here, was represented to 
us as being very violent and dangerous : and a part of the time he was 
so-being furious and outrageous in the extreme. When he entered 
the Hospital was filthy, and nearly or quite naked. He is now calm, 
quiet: dresses himrnlf neatly, keeps his room and bed in good order, 
and takes his meals with the other boarders. He is now quite plea-
sant and useful too: works out daily: saws and cuts wood. 

"No. 12. A patient six years confined for homicide in close jail, 
and would probably have been confined for life. After six months 
here he commenced labor, and I.as not only continued it daily, but 
takes excellent care of every thing connected with the farming and 
gardening establishments. Hi\1is pleasant. very mild in his feelings, 
and ready to perform whatever is required of him. He is trustworthy, 
and can perform labor without ::mperintendence. We have frequently 
noticed the novel spectacle of two men ploughing in the field alone, 
both insane, both having committed homicide, and both having been con-
fined in jail for a very long time. 

" Many other similar cases might be named. They were all con-
s idered incurable, but are now comfortable, and pay great attention to 
habits of cleanliness and order. We have remarked that when one of 
these men has been placed in solitary confinement, and suffered to re-
main a few days without inspection, the disposition to tear clothing, 
to go naked and filthy, returns. We have many that have, for years, 
been naked, exceedingly filthy and violent, that are now well clad, 
decent and civil. We have probably fifty that have been so, at present 
scarcely half a dozen remaining in these habits. During the past year, 
(1834,) one hundred and nineteen patients have been received into the 
Hospital : of these fifty-five were old cases, and sixtyjour recent ones. 
In the same period, one hundred and fifteen have been discharged: of 
these, forty.nine were old cases, and sixty-six recent ones. Of those 
discharged, sixty-four were cured-twenty-two improved-sixteen sta_. 
tionary-four idiotic-eight have died, and one has eloped. The cures 
amount to fifty-five and three fourths per cent. 

"We have witnessed with sincere gratification the effect of the 
kindness and indulgence, moral discipline, and medical treatment, in 
calming the ravings of the violent-in soothing the agitated passions 
of the furious-in awakening the hopes, and removing the despond-
ency of the melancholic-as well as in establishing habits of order, 
cleanliness, and civility, in those whose minds are still warped by all 
the delusions of insanity. In many we have witnessed the embers of 
apparently expiring reason, rekindle, and these delusions vanish by 
slow and almost imperceptible movements, till the intellect emerged 
from its cloud, and the light of reason was restored to the mind. 
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" :ijefore the last three months, that is, previous to the 1st Septem. 
her, there had been received into the Hospital twenty.five recent cases 
of insanity, in which the period had not exceeded one year: of these, 
twelve have been discharged, cured, five have been discharged im-
proved, some of which were nearly well, and others convalescing, and 
six remain improved; leaving only two that exhibit no manifest im-
provement. Of those old cases, of one or mOff:l years standing, whic;h 
were considered not incurable, that had been in the Hospital before 
ti}e last three months, or prior to the 1st September, the whole num. 
ber js thirty-eight--of which eleven havf:l been discharged, cured, two 
have beeq. · discharged, improved, and twelve remain, improved-so 
that tweoty-five out of thirty-eight cases have e}{hibited symptoms of 
amendment. Many recent cases that show no improvement whatever 
in three months, in six months, or a year, entirely recover. But three 
months, and even twelve, are considered too short a period to make a 
decided impression upon some ahronic cases, that, by a persevering 
application of medical, moral, and intellectual means, will ultimately 
be restored. This will be especially true of chronic cases of many 
years standing. The ·' chaos of illusrons" which distmb the imagi, 
nation in old cases, cannot be 'I swept at once from the tablet of the 
mind." Long and persevering efforts are required to break up these 
illusions, and restore the intellect to soundness, in cases confirmed by 
years, even where no physical disorganization h~s taken place. \' ' 

The first patient admitted to the Lunatic Hospital at Worcester 1 
was on the 19th January, 1834. Between that time and the last of 
December following, one hundrf:ld 1tnd sixty~four were admitted~ . 
many of which were of long standing ~nd ~pome incurnble: 
They came from long confinement, from ten t!) thirty.two years, i~ 
jails and poor-houses, their cases were entirely unk1wwn to the phy 1 

sician, the attendants and nurses were all inexperienced and unac-
quainted with their respective duties. Coming in at different periods 
of the same year, their average medical treatment was about six 
months. Under all these disadvantages, the Trustees state "thirty ; 
two insane persons have in this short period of time been fully r!3C?, 
vered." And respecting the others they thus ~peak : ' · 

"But, however deeply all our better feelings may be moved by thti 
reflection, that thirty-two of our fellow-beings; under the auspicious 
influences of this Institution, have already been restored to reason, 
and returned to bless the families and friends, who, under the former 
coercive system of treatment, would have mourned their loss, "with ~ 
out hope," yet the ameliorated condition of such as have not been 
recovered, the Trustees regard as a subject for equal congratulation 
among men, and gratitude to Heaven. No one, who has not actually 
seen, from time to time, the inmates of the Hospital, can comprehend 
the extent of the change which has taken place in every external 
indication that marks the physical and moral condition of a human 
being. Many who, in their paroxysms, used formerly to wound and 
lacerate their own persons to a degree that threatened life itself, now 
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habitually exercise an ordinary degree of prudence in avoiding the 
common causes of annoyance and accident. Not less than one 
hundred of those brought to the Hospital seemed to regard human 
beings as their enemies, and their first impulse was to assail them 
with open or disguised force. Now there are not more than twelve 
who offer violence, Of forty persons, who formerly divested them-
selves of clothing, even in the most inclement seasons of the year, 
only eight do it now. Through all the galleries there is far less 
susceptibility to excitement, more quietude, more civility and kind-
ness exercised towards each other, The wailings of the desponding, 
and the ravings of the frantic are dispelled. The internal change is 
legible upon the countenance. With the insane it is emphatically 
true, that the dark shadows of the mmd are visibly projected upon the 
face. Hence from the alteration which has in so many instances 
occurred in the outward aspect, amounting almost to a change in 
identity, there may be inferred a corresponding change within. The 
deep lines of anguish have been obliterated or softened, whose sharp 
engravings were begun, many years ago, in despair. 'the wide circle 
and heart-sickening variety of horrors, exhibited by the inmates, 
when first brought together, as though every region of the "dark 
immense" of insanity had . sent a tepresentative of its terrors, have 
been greatly !'educed in extent, and mitigated in quality. If the errone· 
ous action of the mind has not yet been rectified, the dreadful emotions 
that once accompanied and aggravated its movements, have been dis-
pelled, and they are now succeeded by milder and more peaceful senti-
ments. Happily the feelings and emotions may be divested of their 
patn and terror, even after the intellect has forever lost all power of 
distinguishing the true from the false, in its ideas and perceptions. 

" The class of incurables now embraces, and probably always must 
embrace, a large proportion of all the inmates of the Hospital. This 
fact is an important one in reference to the success of the institution. 
Of the whole number one hundred and eighteen, in the Hospital, over 
seventy belong to this class. Whilst the return of so large a body of 
our fellow beings to the bosom and business of society, is for the most 
part hopeless, the State niay well consble itself with the reflection, that 
their condition here is very essentially improved. The maniac of the 
most ferocious character, has been here, not indeed cured, but tamed 
and restored to the comforts and decencies of life. The experiment 
of this institution has abundantly and happily shown, that there are 
very few cases of derangement or obliquity of intellect, which may 
not be ameliorated by the kindly influences of humane treatment. In 
this respect, the bounty of the Commonwealth has not been misplaced. 
The result in the opinion of the Trustees, has entirely exceeded the 
most sanguine anticipations. And this alone is a consummation which 
can neither be weighed nor measured by any pecuniary consideration 
whatever." 

By the Hospital Report of December, 1836, it appears that of 161 
cases, ofless than one year's duration, 132 were cured-11 improv-
ing -10 died - 6 removed before the remedies were tested, and . 
only two left to become oul, cases. 
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The Institution of Charcuton, near Paris, under the care of the 
distinguished Esquirol, in a late report, which embraces a period of 
eight years, shews the following results: 

Admitted in eight years, 1557 
Patients previously in Hospital, 492 

Recovered, 
Died, 
Discharged, not ' cured, 
Remained, 

Total, 
. 518 
- 546 
- 514 
• 471 

Total, 2049 

• 2049 

The 3d inquiry submitted in the Resolution relates to the cost of 
the establishment. On this subject the Commissioners are relieved 
from difficulty, by the experience of other States. 

The Worcester Lunatic Hospital is perhaps the best model we can 
imitate, and yet no doubt the experience of that Institution may 
suggest some improvements. The Legislature of Massachusetts 
appropriated $30,000, directing a building to be erected, calculat ed 
for the accommodation of 1~0 Lunatics - a Superintendent - his 
family - and the attendants and nurses, &c. &c. 

A centre building, 4 stories high, 76 feet in length, 40 in width, 
with wings 90 feet each in front and 100 feet in the rear, 36 feet 
wide, and 3 stories high, was constructed and finished, for something 
less than $24,000. It is constructed of brick, except the basement, 
which is of rough granite, and the whole is built in a firm and work-
man-like style. The grounds were furnished by individuals in Wor. 
cester. 

With the same economy it is believed that $20,000 may be 
sufficient for a durable edifice, calculated to accommodate the Luna-
tics of our State. Should the number of insane increase, the wings 
may be extended without impairing the symmetry of the building, 
and at an expense, less in proportion, than that of the front. 

The 4th inquiry, is "the best site for its location," &c. We have 
reason to believe, that some philanthropic gentlemen in the State, who 
have evinced a deep interest in behalf of the suffering insane, may 
contribute liberally toward such an institution as is proposed, provided 
its location be such as their judgment approve. The site should com, 
bine pure air, abundance of pure water, without stagnant pools-a 
farm containing grounds for tillage, pasture, meadow and fuel. 

Labour in the fields and garden, in certain stages of lunacy, is con-
sidered an important part of the treatment at Worcester, as well as in 
every other well regulated institution of this kind. The location 
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The Commissioners deemed it proper also, to distinguish between 
the Insane, and the Idiots, as far as practicable, as well as between 
those who may be occasionally Insane from intoxicating liquors, and 
those whose insanity is of a more permanent character. They also 
thought proper to make a distinction between the raving Maniac, 
who may be confined by chains, or other severe restraints, to pre-
vent injury to himself or others, from those of more peaceful dispo-
sition. It was recommended by the Board to the several Commis-
sioners, to make diligent enquiry in every township of the State, by 
personal visitations -as far as practicable, and by intercourse and cor-
respondence with medical practitioners, overseers of poor houses, and 
with the personal friends of Lunatics, in order to carry into effect 
the'humane intentions of the Legislature. It was also recommended 
to ask the aid of the Assessors of the Townships, to inquire into these 
facts, in their calls on the several families. 

The second object designated by the resolution, as part of the duty 
of the Commissioners, is " to ascertain the best and most effectual 
means for the relief of the Lunatics in the State." 

As some of the States of the Union had erected Lunatic Asylums 
which had been in successful operation for some years, it was recom-
mended, that as many of the Commissioners as could devote a portion 
of their time to visit such Institutions during the coming season, 
should do so, for the purpose of witnessing the arrangement of the 
buildings - the order -government and discipline of the Institutions 
- their influence upon the health and habits of the Insane, and the 
expenses incident to them. Two of the Commissioners, Doctors 
Smith and Condict, were deputed for this purpose ; and in the month 
of May they visited the McLean Asylum, at Charlestown ; the State 
Lunatic Hospital at Worcester ; the General Hospital and State 
Penitentiary at Boston. 

Institutions of a similar character in Connecticut and New York, 
they have not yet found leisure to visit. Some allusions to these In-
stitutions will probably be made in subsequent parts of this Report. 
Early in July, the Commissioners met again in Newark, for further 
conference, and to ascertain the result of the inquiries as far as they 
had been prosecuted in the several Districts. 

It has been found impracticable to visit personally, every precinct 
and neighborhood : yet by devoting much attention, and by informa-
tion which may be relied on from medical gentlemen of known re-
spectability, and from the keepers of county and town poor houses, 
as well as from individuals connected with Insane persons: the 
Commissioners believe there are very few cases, in their respective 
districts, which are not included in this Report, a brief summary of 
which may be seen in the accompanying table, arranged by districts 

2· 
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The whole No. of Idiots ascertained m districts, No. 2, 4, 
and 5, is, • 151 

Th 1 t d. t · t t · · 64 l ascertained Lunatics and Idiots, e s IS nc con arnrng d" "d d II · 32 1v1 e equa y, gives • 
« 3d « « 151 « « « 75 

Whole number of Idiots in the State, 358 

It is sometimes difficult to define the boundary line between Lu-
nacy and Idiocy. The furious Maniac, under the pressure of dis. 
ease, gradually loses one mental faculty after another, until all are 
lost, and nothing remains of the noble structure, but the mere 
animal machine. And the hypochondriac sometimes becomes irri. 
table and impatient - then agitated and fitful - sleepless and tur• 
bulent, till at last, nothing can restrain him but chains or the strait 
jacket. The point at which mania ceases, and idiocy begins, cannot 
be accurately defined. 

In regard to both classes of this unfortunate people, there are no 
doubt, some few of each, who live in very retired places, and have 
been overlooked entirely. There are others, whose friends, from mo-
tives of delicacy, have been unwilling to give their names and resi. 
dence. And in each district, the Commissioners seem assured, that 
there are cases both of Idiocy and Lunacy which are not enumerated, 
but of which sufficient information was received to warrant the be. 
lief, that the number stated, is short of the whole number in the 
State. Some of the Commissioners are of opinion, that in some dis-
tricts, the non-enumerated cases amount to between a fourth and a 
third of those which are ascertained. In the 1st district, Dr. Smith 
is of the opinion that there are 164 Insane and Idiots, of which 
number, only 64 are from actual returns. In the 4th district, Dr. 
McChesney, believes that from one.fourth to one-third should be 
added to the actual returns of both Insane and Idiots. 

It is believed, that cases have existed in each county, of Lunatics 
confined in jail, either, because they were believed to be dangerous 
to the community when at large, or because of some flagrant out. 
rage. Some have remained in confinement for years, and some of 
them in chains. There are now in Newark jail, two Lunatics. In 
New Brunswick, two in chains; and one in Gloucester poor house, 
one in Cumberland, and one in Salem, all in chains. The individual, 
in chains, in Gloucester poor house is confined by hand and leg 
irons, with a chain extending from each to the floor. He is neither 
vicious nor violent, and would harm no one, unless, indirectly, by 
some mischievous prank. He is so restless and uneasy that when 
not confined in this way, he is constantly engaged in tearing his cell 
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and his clothes to pieces. It is highly probable that this man might 
be rendered useful to the community, instead of being a burden, were 
he in a well regulated institution. In this same county, also there 
is a female who, though but 28 years of age, has been chained by 
the ankle 12 years. 

In the 4th district, Dr. Mc Chesney, says, " I find scenes of misery 
and wretchedness, that the citizens of New Jersey have never dream. 
ed of - enough to melt the heart of the most obdurate." He has 
been able to trace 14 of these cases to intemperance - six to reli. 
gious excitement, and four to the influence of love. The greater 
part arose from causes unknown - some were said to have been 
con.fined in cells upwards of 20 years. 

If the State shall determine to erect an Institution for its Insane, 
we presume 1 it will be intended principally for that class of unfortu. 
nates, who for the want of such an establishment, are committed to 
jails, because the community is unsafe when they are at large. 
They are wandering at all hours -- break into dwelling-houses at 
night, and greatly disturb the repose of families. In many instances 
they pilfer for hunger -- make violent assaults upon the defenceless 

set fire to dwellings, and sometimes commit horrid murders~ 
yet in the eye of the law, they are not Criminals, because they are 
Insane. '.!'he peace and safety of society demand their confinement: 
and of necessity they are shut up with felons and criminals m county 
jails, where every thing around them tends but to confirm their in-
sanity, and to render recovery hopeless. 

As to the second inquiry prescribed by the Resolution, "the best 
and most effectual means for relief," there is but one opinion in the 
Board of Commissioners, which is, that a State Asylum, or Hospital 
properly constructed and regulated, affords the most comfort, and 
yields more relief to the Insane, than any other means hitherto de-
vised. This opinion is not the result of speculative theory and visi• 
onary conjecture, it rests upon the sure foundation of actual ex• 
periment. Most of the States in Europe have made the experiment 
for us: and within a few years, many of our sister States have im-
proved upon European models of these humane Institutions, which 
have been the means of restoring many hundreds of lost and benight· 
ed human beings to the bosom of their friends and families. 

The raving Maniac requires to be restrained and confined, but the 
kind of restraint and confinement which is indispensable to him, 
cannot be furnished by the penitentary, nor county jail, nor by 
any private family. The jail may be security against escape, and 
manacles and chains may restrain him from doing violence to him-
self and others, and this is all these can do. They can do nothing 
towards his restoration. The violence of disease remains unmifi· 
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gated, and its victim may linger out years of wretchedness in the 
dungeon, or death may come speedily to his relief. An Asylum con-
structed and adapted to the object, we believe can alone furnish the 
required restraints and remedies. The common hospitals for the 
treatment of the lame and the sick are almost as unfit for the Maniac, 
as the jail is - as their bills of mortality will abundantly prove. 

The confinement and restraint which is required, must of neces-
sity vary, according to the character which distinguishes each case, 
as well as to the changes which may daily occur in the treatment of 
any one case. Every well regulated Asylum possesses the means of 
adapting these restraints to every modification and form of disease ; 
whilst it places the sufferer under the care of persons who are train. 
ed and disciplined and skilled in the treatment : hence it is, that so 
large a portion of Lunatics are discharged from the Asylums, cured 
and restored to theil' friends. This is abundantly proved by ex-
perience, and especially in cases of recent insanity and of the first 
attack. And experience, also, furnishes lamentable proof that to 
shut up these wretched beings in a common jail, or to confine them 
by chains and manacles in a poor house or in a private family, is 
but to place them beyond the reach of recovery. "\Ve adopt the 
language of the Massachusetts Commissioners, in their Report to the 
Legislature on this same subject, who say -

" It is a well authenticated fact, that those upon whom the first at. 
tack of insanity is most violent, and who are therefore more liable, 
from the vehemence of its assaults, to commit outrages upon the per-
sons or property of others, are ulso most easily cured. From all the in. 
quiries made by the Commis:sioners upon this subject, they have never 
heard of more than three or four instances of restoration among all 
those who have been subjected to the rigors of a confinement in jails 
and houses of correction; while well regulated Institut10ns for the re-
ception and appropriate treatment of the Insane, have returned fifty, 
sixty, and, in some instances, ninety per cent of recoveries. To 
him, whose mind is alienated, a prison is a tomb, and within its walls 
he must suffer as one who awakes to life in the solitude of the grave. 
Existence and the capacity of pain are alone left him. From every 
former source of pleasure or contentment, he is violently sequestered. 
Every former habit is abrubtly broken off. No medical skill seconds 
the efforts of nature for his recovery, or breaks the strength of pain, 
when it seizes him with convulsing grasp, No friends relieve each 
other in solacing the weariness of protracted disease. No assiduous 
affection guards the avenues of approaching disquietude. He is 
alike removed from all the occupations of health, and from all the 
attention, everywhere, but within his homeless abode, bestowed upon 
sickness. The solitary cell, the noisome atmosphere, the unmitigated 
cold and untempered heat, are of themselves sufficient soon to de-
range every vital function of the body, and this only aggravates the 
derangement of his mind. On every side is raised up an insur. 
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mountable barrier against his recovery, Cut off from all the chari. 
ties oflife, endued with quickened sensibilities to pain, and perpetually 
stung by annoyances, which, though individually small, rise by con• 
stant accumulation to agonies almost beyond the power of human 
endurance : if his exiled mind in its devious wanderings ever approach 
the light by which it was once cheered and directed, it sees every 
thing unwelcoming, every thing repulsive and hostile, and is driven 
away into perpetual exile. 

"From the absence of suitable institutions amongst us, the Insane 
have been visited with a heavier doom than that inflicted upon the 
voluntary contemners of the law. They have been condemned as 
no criminal ever was condemned, and have suffered as no criminal 

· ever has suffered. The code by which they have been judged, de-
nounces against them the penalties due only to crime, while it is un-
mitigated by any of those merciful provisions which, in our penal 
code, attemper justice with humanity. Even when a criminal stands 
convicted of perpetrating the most atrocious crime, the benignity 
of the law accompanies him to the solitude where he is to expiate his 
offence. He is comfortably clad and warmed and fed at the 
expense of the State which inflicts his punishment. He is sup· 
plied with the means of moral renovation, and when those 
proofs of penitence and reformation are given, which it is in his 
power to furnish, the laws relent and authorize the remission of his 
sentence. But though the Insane have been made fellow prison-
ers with the criminal, they have suffered the absolute privation 
of every comfort for the body and every solace for the mind. Yet 
why should a man be treated even as a criminal, who, by universal 
consent, is incapable of crime 7 We understand what is signified 
by retributions for guilt, but to speak of retribution for insanity, does 
violence to every feeling of humanity and dictate of conscience. Yet 
this wretched class of our fellow beings, whose only offence is what 
others justly regard as among the direst of calamities - as incapa-
ble of moral guilt as unhappily they are of moral consolation, have 
been regarded by our laws as though they were rather the objects of 
our vengeance than of commiseration. And were a system now to 
be devised, whose express object it should be to drive every victim of 
insanity beyond the limits of hope, it would scarcely be within the 
power of a perverse ingenuity to suggest one, more infallible than 
that, which, for so many years, has been in practical operation 
amongst us. That system could advance one paramount claim to 
preference. Its experiments have been numerous, and have scarcely 
ever failed in rendering the most favorable cases of insanity utterly 
incurable. This practice re-acts upon the community by which it 
is sanctioned. To say nothing of the amount of human suffering 
it-has caused, it cannot be doubted that, with appropriate treatment, 
o_ne-half at least of all the Lunatics, whose support must now con-
tmue to be a burden upon the State while they live, might have 
been restored, and this half might have added as much to the 
resourcm, of the State, as the other would have subtracted from 
them." 
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The proper mode of treating Insanity was not known until later 
years: and the legislation of the country, hitherto, has doomed the 
Insane to be treated as criminals and paupers. It is hoped, how-
ever, that the Legislature of New Jersey will not be wanting in its 
duty to her people, nor behind the age in which we live. She will 
follow the examples of many of her sister States, in alleviating the 
sufferings of humanity. 

The following plea in favor of an Asylum, is quoted from the Re. 
port of the Massachusetts Commissioners --

" Until a period comparatively recent, Insanity has been consider-
ed an incurable disease. The universal opinion has been, that it 
was an awful visitation from Heaven, and that no human agency 
could reverse the judgment by which it was inflicted. During 
the prevalence of this inauspicious belief, as all efforts to restore 
the Insane would be deemed unavailing, they of course would not be 
attempted. And even at the present day, and in communities other· 
wise highly enlightened, there is reason to fear that a lamentable de· 
gree of ignorance prevails upon this subject: an ignorance, which 
could it be once dispelled, some of the most painful records in the 
history of human suffering might be closed, immediately and for-
ever. It is now most abundantly demonstrated, that with appropri• 
ate medical and moral treatment, insanity yields with more readi. 
ness than ordinary diseases. This cheering fact is established by a 
series of experiments, instituted from holier motives and crowned with 
happier results, than any ever recorded in the brilliant annals of 
science. A few individuals, justly entitled to a conspicuous station 
among the benefactors of their race, have exploded the barbarous doc-
trine that cruelty is the proper antidote to madness, and have dis-
covered that skill, mildness, and self devotion to the welfare of the 
Insane, are the only efficacious means for their restoration. Their 
labors have been hallowed by the spirit of humanity that inspired 
them : reviving reason, and returning virtue and happiness have 
been their reward." 

These facts are deeply interesting, and from among many similar 
statements, the following are selected to remove all doubts concerning 
their credibility. The 7th Report of the London Prison Discipline 
Society, published in 1827, shews, that in the Retreat at York, "out 
of forty patients admitted within three months after the first attack, 
forty were restored to their friends, recovered. Of those admitted 
after three, and within twelve months after the commencement of the 
malady, the proportion of the cures was as 25 to 45: but of those 
whose disease was of more than two years' standing, the proportion 
of cures was only as 14 to 79." 

The CKperiments of Dr. Burrows, at his private Asylum in Eng. 
land, exhibit similar results. 

The last Report of the Visitors of the Connecticut Retreat for the 
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Insane, shows a ratio of reco1'eries in the old cases, equivalent lo 
26 per cent., and out of 24 recent cases, 22 were recovered, being in 
the ratio of more than 91 per cent. The Commissioners are inform-
ed, that at the "Retreat " last mentioned, 

"When the circumstances of the patient are supposed to require it, 
a separate attendant is assigned him, whose duty it is to remain con. 
stantly at his side, to occupy his attention with pleasing themes, to 
humor his caprices, and by skilfully adapting his own conduct to the 
fitful moods of madness, to soothe and pacify that portion of the 
mind which had been excited to frenzy, and so to allow those facuJ. 
ties whose a-:tion remain undisturbed, to gain the ascendancy. The 
patient is conducted into the open air, the fields and the woods, that 
the restorative influences of nature may strike some chord in the 
heart, as yet unbroken in the fatal struggle with worldly disappoint. 
men ts. It is said, that, when the case is recent, attentions of this 
kind continued for eight or ten days, have scarcely ever failed to 
subdue the most terrific and fiend-like ferocity. From this sysle• 
matic practice, it is believed, arises, in a great degree, the unparal. 
leled success of that institution. 

"This novel mode of treating insanity has but lately superseded 
a system in which fetters, whips, confinement, starvation, and suJfo. 
cation in water almost to drowning, were the standard remedies, by 
which minds, whose disease was, an irregularity of action accelerated 
to delirium, were to be soothed and pacified and restored to har-
monious movement. Under that system, thousands of intellects have 
been precipitated fr9m a condition of temporary danger to one of 
irretrievable ruin. But when the fierceness of the malady has been 
assuaged by the union of medical science with all the nameless at· 
tentions which benevolence alone can practice or conceive, the re, 
storative energies of the mind have soon prevailed, and an immortal 
nature has been restored to the capacity of virtue and the enjoy, 
ment of happiness.'' 

To this unfortunate class of beings, humanity is in long arrears. 
One of the strongest, if not one of the first principles of social ob· 
ligation arises from necessity of relief and ability to relieve. And 
when does a man so urgently require the light of others to direct his 
steps as when he wanders in darkness? When does he stand in such 
extremity of need of the knowledge and guidance of his fellow-men 
as when his own mind is a wild chaos, agitated by passions which 
he cannot quell, and haunted by forms of terror, which the living 
energy of his nature is perpetually calling into being but cannot 
disperse ? When does he so strenously demand their succor, as 
when his own soul is like a living wound, and he has lost all power 
of distinguishing between the sources of healing and of torture ? If 
the insane have done nothing to forfeit the claim which 'men who 
suffer have, by the laws of nature, upon men who are able to pre• 
vent that suffering; they should be treated, not with a sole regard 
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should be easy of access from all parts of the State, and surrounded 
by a population who would feel an interest in its welfare. The atten. 
tion of the Commis~ioners has not been directed to any site particu-
larly. W. C. Dusenberry, Esq. late of Port Colden, in Warren Co. 
has offered his farm for the purpose, at what he considers to be a rea-
sonable price, and has furnished a survey and plot. In point of fer-
tility and quantity, and proportion of meadow, pasturage, tillage, and 
fuel, as well as to its location on the Canal, it might in these respects 
be unobjectionable. 

We conclude this imperfect outline of a Report, with remarking, 
that if the Legislature shall deem the subject of sufficient importance 
to rn-commit it to our hands, we take the liberty, through your Excel-
lency, to tender our services gratuitously, to collect and embody such 
further information as we may be able, during the ensuing year, and 
to submit the same, through your hands, for their further action at 
the next Session. 

Very respectfully, &c. 

In behalf of the Board of Commissioners, 

LEWIS CONDICT, Chairman. 

TRENTON, FEBRUARY 26, 1840. 
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TABLE exhibiting the Number of INSANE and IDIOTS m the several Counties of New Jersey . 

INSANE. IDIOTS. Ascertained Ascertained 
County Total District Total 

No. roving, " Roving of of No. supported Towns " Average Ascertained No. supported Towns Average Ascertained 
both · Classes . COUNTIBS. by Friends, or Counties. and dependent .s ... ., age. Total, by Friends. or Counties. and dependent age . Totul . both Classes. on Charity. " -11 on Charity. " " »·c 8 
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1,1{ 
Bergen, - ' I J· 

•' 
Essex, - - 15 4 5 I - 6 2 I 75 40 

I 
36½ 13 20 50 8 15 4 5 I - 40 36½ 13 20 50 - - 26 40 

Passaic, ,; -
,. In the above district, no distinct10n has been made in the returns, as to sex or class, they have therefore been divided equally, aa Insane and Idiota. 

~{ Morris, - ·- 3 4 16 6 - - 1 - 1 50 32¼ 34¼ 19 10 7 2 1 - - . 27 22 8 2 27 12 
Sussex, - 7 4 - - ,l - 2 - 39½ 34 10 4 2 9 5 7 - - 25 37t 7 16 17 20 
Warren, 5 3 15 16 2 1 4 i 6 i 33 32½ 31 20 3 3 1 29½ 17 4 3 35 23 79 55 - (1 a fe - - - -male) 

Gloucester, 16 8 6 2 2 7 i 5 l 1 50 27½ 24 31 11 12 i 31 11 - - (1 a fe Twelve Idiots - some from birth, and some from Epilepsy, 12 male) 

Hunterdon, - 15 7 7 4 4 - - - 1 25 29½ 22 26 11 - - - - - - - - - - 26 11 3d • 
Middlesex, - 12 7 5 4 3 1 3 2 2 00 35 31 25 12 - - - - - - - - - - 25 12 
Son1erset, - 13 4 3 11 2 1 1 1 00 32 26 19 16 - 19 16 - female . - - - - - - - -

In Gloucester, one female, aged 28, chained by ankle 12 years. 

r BurJington, - 9 4 13 21 - - - - . 41 48 22 25 3 3 14 16 - - 35 33 17 19 39 44 . 
i state I 4th Mercer, - 4 4 2 - - - - prison - 34 38 19 4 9 7 - - - - 35 42 9 7 28 11 

I 13 

L Monmouth, - 2 3 8 10 - . - - - 46 41 10 13 5 6 14 15 - . 34 37 19 21 29 34 96 89 . 
r 

Atlantic, - . . - . - . - . - - - - - 6 
Cape May, . - - 2 I - - . 1 - . . 2 1 10 . - 1 I - - . - I I 3 2 

•ili l Cumberland, 16 11 3 1 2 -i 4 } 21 12 4 4 4 4 25 16 
. . one in - - . . . . . - . 

chams. 
Salem, - - - 4 4 - . . 3 - - - 4 4 24 . - 5 4 - - - . 5 4 9 8 37 26 

Aacertained number of Insane Maks ~52, Females 163, computed of both sues 90. .Ascertained number of Idiots, Males 98, Females 103. 
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PRINCETON, N. J. 

ROBERT E. HORNOR, PRINTER, 

1840. 





PRO C E ED IN GS, &c. 

lN ·pursua;n,ce o( public notice, the Stockholder~ of the Del-
aware and Raritan Canal, and Camden and Amboy Rail Road 
and Tram 1portation Companies, met at the house of John 
Kester, in 'B@rdentown, on the 29th day of Jnnuary, 1840, for 
the purpose of receiving a report from the Directors, of the 
receipts .and .disbursements of the Companies, and a statement 
and desc1\ption of the works and property belonging to them, 
Thomas Sparks Esquire, was unanimously chosen Chairman; 
Thomas Hayes, Esquire, was unanimously chosen Secretary. 

James Parker, Esquire, Chairman of the Joint Board of Di-
rectors, laid before the meeting a report of the Directors, with 
several statements, exhibiting the receipts and disbursements 
of the Rail Road and Canal Companies, from the commence-
ment of their operations; and also a full and detailed state-
ment ana description of the works and property belonging to 
them. 

The report and description of the property were then read. 
On mofion~ made and seconded, L. Nicholson, W. R. Allen, 
and J. S. Green, were appointed a committee to examine the 
statemenls laid before the Stockholders, with the books of the 
Companies, and to report as soon as practicable. The meeting 
then ha.d a recess till the afternoon. 

The committee appointed to examine the statements laid 
before the Stockholders, made report-" that they hnd exam-
ined the said statements, with the books of the companies, 
and found them to correspond with the entries in the books of 
the companies: that in some instances the committee compared 
the entries with the vouchers required, and found them to 
corre~pond; and from the accuracy and particularity with 
which the books are kept, the committee believe the statements 
to be correct. 'rhe committee would call the attention of the 
Stockholders to statement No. 9: by which it appears that the 
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total amount . of nett profits, after deducting interest, and all 
other expenditures, is $1,962,354 04 
Of which there has been paid to the Stock-
holders in dividends, 1,595,000 00 
Leavi11g an amount of nett profits undivided ------
of $'.167,354 00 
Of which $16,'i,270 59 will be divided between the Philadel-
phia and Trenton Rail Road Company, in con.formity with 
the ag\·eement of June, 1836, share and share alike. 

On motion, made and seconded, the report was accepted. 
James S. Green, Esqnire, offered the following preamble and 

resolutions: which, after discussion, were unanimously adc.pted, 
Whereas, it appears by statement No. 9, of the Board of Di-

rectors, that the nett profits of the Delaware and Raritan Ca-
nal, and Camden and Amboy Rail Road and Transportation 
Companies up to this time amount to one million, nine hundred 
and sixty-two thousand, three hundred and fifty-four dollars 
and four cents, and that the Directors have declared dividends 
amounting only to one million, five hundred ,ind ninety-five 
thousand dollars, leaving a balance of three hundred and sixty-
seven ,thousand, three hundred and fifty-four dollars and four 
cents ia :favor of the dividend account, which sum it appears 
has been applied to the construction of the works; and where-
as the works of the Companies are held under lease from the 
State of New Jersey, and the Companies are required to kerp, 
distinct and separate, their dividend and construction accounts, 
that the true cost of the works may be ascertained at the ter-
mination of said lease. 

rrherefore, Resolved, that the above sum of three hundred 
and sixty-seven thousand, three hundred and fifty-four dollars 
and four cents be divided among the Stockholders, reserving 
a sum, not exceeding the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, 
to be kept by the Directors as a surplus fund. 

Resolved, that the Board of Directors be authorised and re-
quested to cause the bonds of the Companies to be issued for 
the said · sum, to be dated on the second day (Sunday) of 
Marclt next, payable on the first day of August, 1864, with in-
terest at six per cent., on the first day of September and March 
annually thereafter . 
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On mot'ion, made and seconded, it was resolved, that th~ re-
port, and such . other documents, this day submitted to . the 
Stockholders be printed in pamphlet form, as the Directors 
may judge expedient. 

Resolved, that the Officers and Directors of the Companies 
are richly entitled to the thanks of the Stockholder!!, for the 
fidelity and ability with which they have discharged their re-
sponsible and arduous duties. 

Resolved, that the proceedings of this meeting, signed by the 
Chairman and Secretary, be printed along with the report 
and other papers. 

Resolved, that the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
Chairman and Secretary for the very acceptable manner in 
which thE'y have conducted the proceedings. 

The Stockholders then adjourned. 
THOS . SP ARKS, Chairman . 

THos . HAYES, Secretary . 
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REPORT. 

The works of the Dela.ware and Raritan Cannl and Camden 
and Amboy Rail Road and Transportation Companies, are all 
completed in the best manner, and the heavy expenditures con-
stantly accruing during the progress of their construction, are 
now at an end, upon which auspicious events, the directors 
offer their hearty congratulations to the Stockholders. 

A detailed statement of the property, owned by the Compa-
nies, of all moneys received and payments made on account 
of the same, with the books of entries, authenticated by vouch-
ers for the smallest sums expended, are herewith submitted 
for your inspection. 

The management of your affairs, either good or bad as you 
may this day determine, devolves upon the present Board of 
Directors. They have superintended them from the com-
mencement to the present moment, and they welcome you most 
cordial! y to this examination, -~nd hope for their credit, as well 
as your own and the public satisfaction, that you will give to 
it, the character of a most thorough and rigid scrutiny. 

The accompanying statements will so clearly show the value 
of your Canal and Rail Roads, and the unexampled prosperity 
of the Companies, that the Directors feel it necessary to make 
some apology for indulging themselves in a single remark on 
the subject, and hope to find their excuse in the pride they 
feel in having directed these works, from their beginning to 
their final and triumphant completion. Formerly the passage 
between Philadelphia and New York occupied from eleven to 
twenty hours; and was performed with great personal dis-
comfort, and no small hazard of limb and life. Merchandize 
was transported from city to city at great expense of insurance 
as well as of freight, and subject to all the difficulties, uncer-
tainties, and dangers of a coasting voyage. Now passengers 
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are carried from city to city, during the most inclement seasons, 
in from six to seven hours, and with nearly the same comfort 
as they enjoy at their own firesides. Merchandize is trans-
ported in less time, with less expense, and with an entire saving 
of the insurance. 

They congratulate you on the immense public good that 
you have done. You have, at a less cost than other works of 
like magnitude, finished the greatest-and most valuable part of 
a system of internal improvement, you have completed for your 
country the most important link in the chain of communica-
tion between the northern and southern sections of the United 
States, which will afford to the general government the means 
of transporting their troops, and all the munitions of war, as 
well as the mails, in much less than half the time heretofore 
occupied, and at prices, which in comparison with like trans-
portation during the last war, will save many millions of dol-
lars to the public treasury. Yon have been mainly instrumen-
tal in bringing New York and Philadelphia in close proximity; 
in increasing the in,tercourse between these cities, from fifty-
two thousand to one hundred and . eighty-one thousand five 
hundred persons a year, and in reducing and equalizing the 
price of travelling, and also of fuel in New York and in the 
Eastern States. But while you have had such high aims for 
the general good, yon have nevertheless regarded the interests 
of New Jersey as the "chiefest thing;'' nor have you in our 
judgment miscalculated those interests. 

You have constructed for :1ixty-five miles, through the heart 
of New Jersey, the most spacious canal, which adds year after 
year, thousands to the value of her agricultural interests, while 
it carries with it wealth and happiness to her citizens generally, 
and which may be referred to as a lasting monument of the 
sagacity of New Jersey statesmen, and of your patriotism and 
munificence: 

Besides making this expensive canal for them, you now fur-
nish to the State of New Jersey an annual sum sufficient to 
pay the expenses of the State Government ; and which will no 
doubt increase, so as to enable her to lay by the means to pur-
chase all your works at the expiration of the lease, which you 
hold under her . 
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It is a matter of especial congratulation, that these gratify-
ing results to the public have been obtained under the protec-
tion and patronage of various legislatures, without distinction 
of party, and without any infringement of private rights, and 
may well stir up the pride of Jerseymen, when they look 
around and see the mortification and embarrassments, which 
have followed other systems of improvement adopted by diffe-
rent States of the Union. We therefore most earnestly con-
gratulate you upon these public benefits, which through you 
have been achieved. 

We now proceed to say a word or two in relation to th~ 
value of your property, and the tenure by which you hold it. 
Although you have paid for it, and New Jersey has not ad-
vanced or even loaned one dollar towards it, still the fee is in 
her, not in you. You are the lessee for a term of years only, 
and the State can, after re-imbursing you, dissolve the corpo-
rations : the rail road at the expiration of thirty years from and 
after its completion ; and the canal at the expiration of fifty 
years from and after its completion. The relation that exists 
between you and the State, i~ simply that of landlord and 
tenant, with leave to improve, under limitations and restrie-
tions, dictated by the State, ·on full advisement, accepted by 
you, and ratified year after year by different Legislatures, with 
all the solemnities of constitutional enactments and plighted 
faith; and it is with high emotions of State pride that we thus 
publicly bear witness, that amidst all the taunts and reproach-
es heaped indiscriminately upon corporations; amidst the most 
earnest and plausible supplications of intriguing and design-
ing men, amidst the most extravagant offers of remuneration, 
New Jersey, her people, and her Legislators have stood firm, to 
their own laws, and have invariably treated with contempt 
all efforts made to seduce her from her honor or her obliga-
cions towards you; and you may rely upon it that she never 
will allow you to be disturbed in the enjoyment of your corpo-
rate rights, especially as it has been your pride and constant 
endeavor to observe, on your part, the obligations you are 
under to the State. And why should she? It is alike her 
interest, 1!,S well as her duty and wish to maintain inviolate her 
contract with you, She has leased for a valuable considera~ 
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tion, the rights you possess by your corporations, for the peri-
ods l:Jefore specified. And what is thirty or fifty years in the 
lifetime of an Empire? Scarcely time enough to give a fair 
opportunity to determine whether your untried and adventur-
ous experiment would succeed. The state is satisfied with the 
lease; she gives nothing, and gains every thing; she has fur-
nished to her own citizens and the public, a communication 
as cheap, safe and expeditious as any in the country. Not 
only have these important works been secured, but the Compa-
nies by their contract are restricted to the sum of three dollars 
for the transportation of passengers from city to city. If there 
is truth in experience and figures, you ought likewise to be 
satisfied your property, after a careful examination, is thought 
to be worth more than you have paid for it, if judged by the 
-cost of other works of like kind here or abroad. The works 
have been constructed with rigid economy, having a proper 
regard to their durability, and will compare advantageously 
with any other, either in this country or elsewhere. A distin-
guished Engineer from England, has recently examined them 
with attention, and has pronounced -this opinion. The great 
object with the directors has been to preserve your capital un-
impaired ; and so to construct the works as to keep them as 
far as possible from deterioration, and up to this time they are 
as good as the day they were first used. They have become 
settled and firm. Yoti.r capital, therefore, is not only quite 
safe, but has been improved. 

We will now inquire how profitably it has been invested. 
The receipts for the last six months show a profit of seven 

per centum, which, considering the depression of all kinds of 
business, is in itself enough to satisfy you as to the value of 
the investment. But to make "assurance doubly sure," let us 
look through the accounts for yearspast, and ascertain whether 
these receipts have been the effects of sudden and unexpect-
ed good fortune, or the quiet and natural result of a regular 
increasing business. It will be seen that there has been, from 
the commencement up to the present time, a regular and pro-
gressive increase of nett profits. As will 11ppear from the fol-
lowing tabular statements, which have been taken from the 

2 . 
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books of the Company by the Committee, and may be reliecl 
upon as the true results of the several designated years :: 

An Annual Statement, showing the number of passengers 
and tons of merchandize transported across the State over 
the Camden and Amboy Rail Road. 

Columns A. A. show the relative increase or diminution, of 
the number of passengers and tons of merchandize trans-
ported across the State. The year 1833 being estimated a:,u 
a hundred. 

Number of Pas- A "Ve1ght of M'er- A 
scngers. chandize. 

From Jan. 1st to 
Dec. 31st, 1833 109,908 100 6,043: 100 
" " 1834 105,418 95½ 8,397 139 
" " 1835 147,424 134 10,811 . 178 
" " 1836 163,731 149 12,508 207 
" " 1837 145,461 132½ 10,642 176 
" " 1838 164,520 149¾ 11,765 194 
" " 1839 181,479 165 13,520 223 

Yearly Statement of Receipts, and Comparative Statement 
of the same. 

No. 1, Date. No. 2, Gross amount of Receipts. No. 3, Com-
parative Statement, showing the relative proportion that the 
receipts of the different years bear to the receipts of the year 
1833. No. 4, Gross Expenditures. Ko. 5, Shows the nela-
tive proportion that the Expenditures bear to the Receipts 
of the year 1833. No. 6, Nett Gain. No. 7, Shows the 
relative proportion of the Nett Gain to the Receipts of the 
year 1833. 

No. 1. No. 2. No. 3. No. 4. No5 No. 6. No.7 --
tom Jan.I, to 
'. 'C. 31, 1833 468,142 50 100 287,091 90 ~}½ 181,050 60 ~8½ 
" " 1834 546,993 54 117 313,261 69 233,731 87 50 
" " 1835 679,463 63 146 317,491 76 69 361,971 87 77 
" " 1836 770,621 28 165½ 363,344 90 78 407,276 38 87½ 
" " 1837 731,995 24 156½ 359,510 44 77 372,484 80 79½ 
" " 1838 754,989 89 161½ 355,249 10 76 399,740 79 85½ 

,. " " 1839 685 329 76 146¼ 258,043 48 55 427,286 28 91¼ ... 
From this statement it appears that there has been an annual 

increase of the nett profits of the Companies of 20 per cent. 

t 

11 

tl 
s 
r 
t€ 



er 

'S· 

at 

r 

nu 
cen 

11 

From the derangement of the monetary aflairs of the coun -
'try, andthe stagnation of business for several years past, it will 
be at least fair to judge of the future prospects of the Compa-
nies by ,the past. Supposing then there should be no greater 
increase for the next seven years, the nett profits will be in 
seven years from this time, one million and forty-two thousand 
dollars :; from which deducting the interest on the loans, viz. 
,one hundred and ninety thousand dollars, will leave the sum 
of eight hundred and fifty-two thousand dollars, or a dividend 

• of upwards of 28 per cent. per annum. 
It would make this report too long to enter into all the par-

ticulars that might be stated, fully to illustrate the causes of 
such ,a constantly increasing business. 'l'he following may 
serve to give you some idea of it, and of the progressive value 
of the investment. Two years since, at the request of some 
market people, in New Jersey, a' line called the Pea Line, with 
two cars, was occasionally started from Camden to New-York, 
with no other view or -expectation than the accommodation of 
a very useful and respectable class of men. This line has 
steadily increased, until it has -become profitable beyond all 
-expectation. During the past year, it has been running daily, 
sometimes taking with it as many as sixteen cars, laden at the 
appropriate season with Peas, Peaches, Potatoes, Asparagus, 
Cabbages, Live Stock, and upon one occasion (as incredible 
as it may seem) thirty tons of Green Corn. 'l'his, connected 
with the gradual increase on the other lines, will enable you 
to judge, what you may fairly expect in a few years hence; 
al ways bearing in mind, that the expenses do not increase in 
. the same ratio with the receipts, because the same capital 
·-can do a larger business, whilst the interest to be paid remains 
.the same. 

'l'he busil'less ofcthe canal is now beginning to increase, and 
has received a new impetus from the arrangement last year 
made, to take the Schuylkill coal through it. For this purpose 
the Companies have deemed it advisable to advance, on good 
·security, for the construction of boats, and for developing the 
resources of the canal, the sum of one hundred and seven-
teen thousand dollars, The experiment has been eminently 
successful , and many individuals, stimulated and encouraged 
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by the success of those, who under the auspices of the Compa-
nies, have embarked in this business, lmve turned their atten-
tion to it, and a large number of boats are now being prepared, 
with decks, for the purpose of transporting coal, without trans-
shipment, from the coal region in Schuylkill County, to New-
York. When these arrangements are finally completed, and 
the Philadelphia and Reading Rail Road is finished to the 
Delaware river, there is but little doubt that the canal will 
greatly increase the dividends. Add to all this, the increasing-
travelling of a growing country, which since the commence-
~ent of the Rail Road has been eleven per centum per annum, 
and the revival of business, and you may approximate to the 
real value of your investment. For ourselves, we hesitate not 
to say to you, that irr our opinion, it is the safest and most pro-
fitable investment of money we know of, which opinion we 
now put on record, to be tested by experience. In conclusion, 
we notice, that whilst the cost of the works is six millions sixty-
four thousand nine hundred and fifty-three dollars and forty-
two cents, we divide only on twenty-nine thousand shares, or 
two millions nine hundred thousand dollars, the balance hav-
ing been borrowed at an avetage interest of six per cent.; which 
loan, forming a part of the cost of the works, will be paid by 
the State of New-Jersey, at the expiration of the charter, as 
part of the consideration money, if she elects to take the works, 
and which loan, there is no doubt can at that time be liquida-
ted by the receipts of the road for three years. 

Although we cannot attempt to name all the individuals 
froni whom we have obtained advice and assistance during the 
progress of our labors, still we may not overlook the important 
and invaluable aid we have received from one of the Direc• 
tors, (now absent,) Mr. John Potter, of New-Jersey, formerly of 

"'.1\South Carolina. To his enterprise, firmness, and public spirit, 
are the public, as well as ourselves, more indebted, perhaps, than 
to any other individual, for the successful issue of your affairs. 

The Dirootors and Officers of these Companies have devoted 
·themselves to your concerns for ten years past; and although 
they ha,ve not thought it necessary or expedient heretofore, 
during the progress of the works, to trouble yon with the de-

.tails of their bu.siness, or to indnlge idle curiosity, by constant 
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inspection of their books, they do now, as a proper return for 
your unwavering confidence in them, lay before you every 
,thing, from a Snow Plough to a Steam Boat. 

The accuracy with which the accounts and books of the 
·Companies have been kept, by Mr. Edwin A. Stevens, Mr. 
John R. Thomson, and Mr. James Neilson, is manifest from 
the fact, that upwards of eleven millions of dollars have passed 
through their hands, and their accounts, after a full exami-
nation, balance to a dollar. 

In conclusion, the Directors would state, that the arrange-
ment made in June, 1836, with the Philadelphia and Trenton 
Rail Road Company, by which the receipts of the Companies 
were amalgamated, so as to divide on the shares of the Compa-
nies, share and share alike, and to equalize the dividends, has 
been attended with the most beneficial results. Whilst it has 
placed the stock of a Company, in an adjoining State, upon an 
,equality with your own, it has added much to your success 
.and prosperity. 

JAMES PARKER, Chairman of the Joint Board. 
R.F.STOCKTON, 1 
ROB'T. L. STEVENS, I 
ABR'M. BROWN, 
JOHN C. STEVENS, I 
WM. M'KNIGHT, I 

JOS. KAIGHN, I 
G. D. WALL, Directors. 
BENJ. FISH, I 
JAS. s. GREEN, I 

JOHN W. MICKLE, I 
JAMES NEILSON, II 

JNO. R. THOMSON, 
E. A.STEVENS, J 

Bordentown, N. J., January 28, 1810. 
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A DESCRIPTION 

Of the Delaware and Raritan Canal, from its commenr,e-
mencement to its termination, with an account of the pro-
perty owned by the Company. 

The works of the Delaware and Raritan Canal Company, 
<:ommence opposite Bnll's Island, at Black's Eddy, in the Dela-
ware river, 22 1-2 miles above the city of Trenton, and run 
thence along the river to Trenton, thence westwardly 6 miles, 
to the Delaware river at Bordentown; and from Trenton east-
wardly 37 miles to the Raritan river at New Brunswick-the 
whole length being 6G 1-2 miles; uniting the tide waters of 
New York and Philadelphia; and, with an outlet lock in the 
Pennsylvania canal at Black's Eddy, will connect the Penn-
sylvania canal and the important works of the Lehigh Coal 
and Navigation Company with New York. 

From Bull's Island to Trenton, it is generally 60 feet wide 
and 6 feet deep. 'I'his portion of the canal was constructed to 
supply, with the aid of the river Raritan, the main canal be-
tween Bordentown and New Brunswick, with water, as well as 
for the purposes of navigation and trade. The water is taken 
from the deep natural pool in the Delaware, of which Black's 
Eddy is a part, the bottom of the canal being below the lowest 
water surface ever known in that river. There has heretofore 
been a large surplus of water running over the waste weirs; 
nor can there ever be any deficiency whilst there is water in 
the Delaware and Raritan rivers. A guard bank, extending 
from Bull's Island to the first guard lock, is constructed about 
three-quarters of a mile beiow the head of the Island, which 
forms a large, safe harbor for boats, rafts, &c.; it is more than 
200 feet in width, and three-quarters of a mile in length. 
Through the guard bank there are two culverts; one for the 
passage of the water to the canal, the other for water power. 
The work is also constructed in such a manner as to admit of 
the water being taken out and used for water power, on the 
,main shore side of the lock. From this point to Prall's creek, 
,about three miles, the canal is made by constructing an em 
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bankment in the bed of the river, along and parallel to the 
shore, from fifty to one hundred feet di~tant, raised two feet 
above top water line of the canal, and protected on both sides 
by a substantial slope wall, which will admit of the water pass-
ing over the bank during the floods. This arrangement has 
been found to answer the intended purpose, and has withstood 
the floods without receiving any injnry. Across the mouth of 
Prall's creek there has been erected a dam of crib work, filled 
with stone, 200 feet in length, which serves the double purpose 
of waste weir and dam for the creek. There is another guard 
lock at this place. 

From this place to 'l'renton, about 19 miles, the canal gene-
rally passes alonis within a short distance from the river; but 
in some places the rocky bluffs made it necessary to construct 
high embankments in the bed of the river. In all such casesr 
the banks are protected with heavy slope walls, varying from 
1 1-2 to 3 feet in thickness, and from 20 to 40 feet in height. 
About half a rr,ile below Lambertsville is a lock of 10 1-2 feet 
lift, constructed of hammer-dressed masonry. Above this lock 
there is a large and spacious basin. . The works at thi~ place 
are likewise so arranged, that the water passing around the-
lock into the canal below, can be used for water power. From 
Bull's Island to this lock, nearly 8 miles, the bottom has a de-
scent of two inches to the mile, and the top of the banks carried ' 
level ; below this lock it has two inches to the mile. 

The banks throughout the whole canal are made on a slope-
of two feet base to one rise, and generally lined either with 
coarse gravel o_r fragments of quarry stone. There are 14 
culverts over the different streams, over which this part of the-
canal passes, of from one to four arches, varying from six to· 
twenty-five feet in span, and from 110 to 130 feet long. There 
are also a number of waste weirs, which are placed at proper 
distances to carry off any surplus water, which may accumu-
late from the drainage of the lands above. The bridges are 
all made to turn, so as to admit the passage of masted vesselsr 
This portion of the canal joins the main branch, about one-
fourth of a mile east of Trenton. 

The main canal is 43 miles in length, 75 feet wide, and 
constructed for 9 feet depth of water; durini the last season 
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it has been 7 feet ,! inches. It commences at the Delaware 
river, near Bordentown, about 500 feet from where Orosswicks 
creek enters that river, and passes along the flats near the 
river shore, to Lamberton, thence in the rear of Lamberton, to 
the summit at Trenton, a distance of six miles, where it re-
ceives its water from the section above described. 

Between Bordentown and Trenton there are seven locks, 
which overcome an elevation of 57 feet1 made of cut-stone 
masonry, and laid in hydraulic cement, 110 feet long between 
the gates, and 24 feet wide ; the whole length, from the head 
to the lower end of the wings, being 162 feet. Over the 
Assanpink creek, near Trenkln, there is an eliptical arch of36 
feet span, 140 feet in length, and 16 feet in height, from the 
foundation. 

From 'l'renton the canal takes an eastwardly direction, fol-
lowing the valley of the Assanpink to Lawrence meadows; 
thence by a deep cut across Lawrence meadows into the 
valley of Stony Brook ; thence down that valley, passing about 
a mile south of Princeton to Millstone river; thence across the 
Millstone on an aqueduct of l O arches, and 100 feet in width 
of water way ; thence along the east side of the Millstone to 
Kingston, about 13 3-4 miles. This portion of the canal is 
level, it being the summit; in its course it passes over several 
streams on arches from 6 to 12 feet span. 'l'he Shabbakunk 
creek has three arches, of 12 feet span each. From Kingston 
the canal continues along on the east side of the Millstone val-
ley; in some places it passes so near to the river as to require 
a slope wall to protect the embankment; but g~nerally it passes 
along at the foot of a red shell bluff which bounds that valley 

, on the east: At 13 3-4 miles, it intersects the Raritan river, , 
where the bluff approaches so near as to require the canal to 
be made in the bed of the river by a high embankment, whith 
runs along in the bed of the river to Bound Brook, about 2 1-2 
miles, and which has been well protected by immense slope 
walls and loose stone lining; thence to Follett's farm, 1 3-4 
miles, it runs along in the flats. At this farm there is a dam 
built across the Raritan river, 8 feet high, and about 400 feet 
long, and connected to the high ground on the north side of 
the river by a guard bank raised above the highest flats. This 
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darn was made to let in the river to a~sist in case of need in 
supplying the canal with water. From this point to New 
Brunswick, four and three-fourths miles, the canal has been 
constructed, for the most part, by embankments in the bed 01 
the river, protected by a slope wall and loose stone lining. 

The basin at New Brunswick is formed by the construction 
of a pier in the river in front of the city, from 200 to 300 feet 
distant from the wharves, extending nearly a mile in length, 
and terminating at the steam boat wharf. 

From Kingston to this place there are seven locks, over-
coming an assent of 58 feet, built of hewen granite, one at 
Kingston, one at Griggstown, one at the month of the Mill-
stone, one at Boundbrook, one at Folletts, one at the upper end 
of the New Brunswick basin,* and one at the outlet at New 
Brunswick, all of the same size as those on the other side of 
the summit, except the last, which is 30 feet wide, and 130 feet 
long between the gates, the whole length from the head to the 
lower end of the wings being 185 feet. There are besides 
several culverts over the different streams, from 6 to 20 feet 
space. All the mason work throughout the canal is laid in 
hydraulic cement. Waste weirs have been constructed through~ 
out the line to carry off the surplus water, of which there has 
been a great deal during the last summer, although the business 
has been greater than any previous time. The bridges are all 
made to turn, as before stated, for the purpose of passing masted 
vessels. At each bridge and lock there is a keeper's house, 
Basins of suitable size have been made at all the public landing 
places. Besides the banks before described, there are guard 
banks about seven miles in length, constructed at an expense of 
$15,000 per mile. 

Real Estate occupied by the canal is about 1050 acres, be• 
sides which the · company own Bull's Island mi·ll property. 

First.-Not occupied by the canal, Bull's Island mill pro-
perty ten acres· of land, shore rights in Bull's Island channel of 

* At this lock, the works have been so .arranged as to be able to use the surplus 
water to drive machinery. At the ordinary summer height of the Raritan, . th• 
Whole of its waters can be turned into the canal, and used here with a fall of four• 
toen feet. 



the river Delaware, four mill buildings not now in use, and 
three houses, besides one used as a lock house. This p'roperty 
now produces an income of but about $50 per year in conse-
quence of the diversion of business to other points; but when 
the Lehigh trade shall pass down the feeder, this property, in-
cluding water privileges, will be valuable. 

Woolverton Quarries just above Prallsville, ten acres of land 
containing valuable quarries. 

Lands below Centre Bridge, between the canal and the Dela-
'Yare, late of E. Shamp, R. Slack and J. C. Holcombe, twenty 
acres. 

Three houses and lots in Lamberh 1 ille. 
Prime Hope Mills (flour mill and saw mill), rents for the in-

terest of between nine and ten thousand dollars. 
Woodland on and below Goat Hill, containing timber useful 

for the purposes of the company in repairs and constructions, 
one hundred acres. 

Three lots and house~ in Trenton. 
Two lots in Lamberton near the prison. 
Land on Lawrence Meadows cut off from lots of Brearley, 

Brown and others, ten acres. · 
The lands between the canal and Stony Brook \ cut off from 

the farms of Conover, Bickner, &c. 
Lands on the Millstone, above Kingston. 
Lands between the canal and river, at the mouth of the Mill-

stone (late of W. Wortman, &c.) 16 acres. 
Land between the canal and the Raritan, above Follett's 

dam, 50 acres. 
In New Brunswick, 45 acres of land adjacent to the water 

power-225 feet of wharf. 
Second.-Three store-houses-one at Princeton, one at Tren-

ton, and one at New Brunswick; the first two containing col-
lectors' offices. 

Five large stables and one smaller, used for tow-horses. 
Thirty-three houses for the use of lock and bridge tenders. 
Third.-Boats and machines-one iron steam tow-boat, used 

fo constructions and repairs-one steam drudging machine, 
with four scows and tools. 

Six boats for conveying materials; on each is a place for 
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cooking for a gang of men, and berths, &c. for their accommo-
dation, including six horses, and tools for sixty men, 

Chains, screws, irons, and materials on hand. 
Fourth.-W ater-power sold. 
The water-power sold to W. L. Hoppock, John Coryell, 

Amos Wilson, John Titus, William Potter, and Miles C. Smith, 
is in payment of land and damages. About 300 square inches 
(in addition to Mr. Coryell's), under three feet head, is applied 
for in Lambertville, for which the lessees are to pay $3 per 
inch per year, or $900 in all. It is probable that much more 
will be wanted at Lambertville. 

John Davisson, at Trenton, takes 64 inches, under four feet 
head, at $4 per inch, making $256 per year. 

The New Brunswick Manufacturing Company have agreed 
for all the surplus water at that place. 

The quantity of water that inay be used at New Brunswick 
has been estimated. It is thought that 2000 square inches, un-
der three feet head, may be used in t~e driest times, and dou-
ble that quantity during the early parts of the year. 



A DESCRIPTION 

OJ the Road Formation, and Superstructure, together 
with the Buildings and Fixtures, of the Camden and 
.Jl.mboy Rail Road, and its Branches, from Borden-
town to New Brunswick, and from Trenton to the De-
laware Bridge, at Bloomsbury. 

Miles. Chains. 
Whole length of road, and its branches, 92 41 
Whole ditto of turnouts, 6 36 

98 77 

SECTION 1. 

From South Amboy to Bordentown depot, 35 00 
Turnouts. 

Whole number, 15-together with those at Am-
boy and Bordentown-distance, 4 15 

Laid with cross-sleepers and edge rail, 3m. 37chs. 
Ditto wood rail and flat iron, 0 58 

4m. 15chs. 

SECTION 2. 

From Bordentown depot to Camden, 
Length laid with edge rail and cross-sleepers, 25 18 
Ditto wood rail and flat iron, 0 72 

Total length of rail road, 26 10 

Turnouts. 
Whole number, 6-together with those at Camden-

Length laid with edge rail and cross-sleepers, 0 76 
Ditto wood rail and flat iron, 0 19 

Total length, 1 15 
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SECTION 3. 

From Bordentown to lower depot, near Trenton, 
Length laid with edge rail and cross-

sleepers, - Om. l 2chs. 
Ditto wood rail and flat iron, - 5 68 

Total length of road, 6m. 00chs. 

Tarnout. 

One, a(depot near Trenton. 
Length laid with edge rail and cross-sleepers, 
Ditto wood rail and flat iron, 

Total length, 

SECTION 4; 

From lower depot, near Trenton, to New Bruns-

Miles. Chains. 
6 00 

0 01 1-4 
0 07 

0 8 1-4 

wick, .24 01 

Turnouts. 

Whole number, 8-together with one into the car 
house at Trenton depot. 

Length laid with edge rail and cross-sleepers, 
Ditto wood rail and flat iron, 

Total length, 

SECTION 5. 

From Trenton to Delaware bri<lge, at Bloomsbury-

0 36 
0 17 

0 53 

Length laid with edge rail and cross-sleepers, 0 76 
Ditto wood rail and flat iron, 0 34 

Total length, 1 30 
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Turnouts. 

There are three turnouts, besides the tracks that 
go into the car house-

Length laid with edge rail and cross-sleepers, 
Ditto wood rail and flat iron, 

Total length, 

Miles. Chain,. 

0 13 1-4 
0 12 1-2 

0 25 3-4 

SECTION 1.-From South .Jlmboy to Bordentown Depot. 
Distance S5 miles. 

This road was commenced to be graded in December, 1830. 
It is graded 15 feet in width, at the grade of the road; ditches 
3 feet deep, 18 inches in width at the bottom, and 11 feet in 
width at the top, level of grade. From Hightstown to Gravel 
Hill, a distance of five and half miles, the road is graded 25 
feet in width, for a double track of rails. The foundation of 
this road is formed by two continuous trenches, three feet in 
width, and one foot in depth, being filled with broken stone; 
ovP-r these trenches a roller, weighing three tons, was passed a 
number of times, until the whole was a solid mass. 

On 26 miles 76 1-2 chains, stone blocks, two feet square, 
10 to 13 inches thick, were placed 3.2 feet apart, from centre 
to centre-embedded with small stone on the trenches; then 
:settled with a heavy wooden driver, worked by horse power; 
two holes were then drilled into each stone block, (except at 
the junction blocks, which have four holes), one inch in diam-
eter, and five inches deep. ·· Upon the stone blocks, locust 
chairs 14 inches long, 6 to 8 inches in width, and from 1 to 2 
inches thick, are placed, and attached to the stone blocks, by 
trenails driven into the holes of the stone blocks. The chairs 
were then dressed, to receive the edge rail, of the ,I form (in-
vented by R. L. Stevens, Esq.) 3 1-2 inches high, 2 1-8 inch-
es on the upper running surface, and three and a half inches 
in width on its base, weighing 42 lbs. to the yard, is laid and 
fastened by spikes six inches long, with hooked heads, the 
ends of the bars resting upon wrought iron plates, or cast iron 
chairs, and are connected together by an iron tongue five inches 
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long, two inches wide, and five eighths of an inch thick, with 
two rivets passing through the ends of the bars and tongues-
oblong hole, to allow for expunctral contraction. 

Seven miles and twenty-seven and half chains are laid with 
cross sleepers, placed 2 feet 8 inches apart from centre to cen-
tre, of oak and chesnut, 8 feet long, 6 inches thick, and not less 
than 6 inches in width-embedded with small broken stone, 
upon the stone trenches, and consolidated with heavy hand 
pounders. The cross-sleepers were then dressed to receive 
the edge rail; to which they were fastened with hooked head 
spikes; wrought iron plates at the joints of the rail, and tongue 
fastened as before described. 

Twenty-three chains of road, near South River, were laid 
with continuous granite sills, 12 by 14 inches, in lengths of 8 
to 10 feet, on which a flat bar of iron two and a quarter inches . 
wide, and seven eighths of an inch thick, was attached. This 
part of the road was found, after experience of four years, to be 
expensive in its repairs, besides very rough and objectionable; 
so much so, that it has been replaced, in part, by taking off the 
flat rail, and substituting cross-sleE;!pers of locust, 7 feet long 
and 6 inches square, transversely upon the stone sills, and plac-
ing the edge rail upon them; which have completely remedied 
the defects of this part of the road. 

Whole distance of bridging is 2,179 feet, or 33 chains. The 
principal bridges, to wit: over South River, Rocky Brook, at 
Hightstown and Crosswick's Creek, have been partially re-
newed, upon a new plan; by whicl!, it is believed, they will 
require but little repairs to the end of the charter. It is done 
by covering the bridge in such a manner as to protect the su-
perstructure from the action of the rain. 

That part of the road laid with stone blocks, is of the most 
permanent character, and has required but a very small expen-
diture per mile annually, and it is believed it will continue, 
without renewal, to the end of the charter, with but small an-
nual repairs. This opinion has been founded upon the fact, 
that at the ends of the road, the passing over has been more 
than equal to that which, in all probability the main road will 
have undergone at the end of thirty years-as the engines, for 
eight years past, have necessarily to go from the water station 
to the wharf three times for every one they pass over the road; 



besides, the running backwards and forward, to pump water 
into the boiler. Here the rails have not been renewed, and 
are still in good order. 

The same applies to all the edge rail laid upon the road. 
The distance of 14 miles, from Bordentown depot to Rights• 
town, was so far completed 6n the 20th October, 1832, that a 
line of cars, drawn by horses, was placed upon it to convey 
passengers, and on the 17th December, 1832, the whole dis-
tance was used for the transportation of passengers and mer-
chandise. 

SECTION 2.~From Bordentown Depot to Camden. 
Distance 26 miles 10 chains. 

The road bed is graded 17 feet in width-slopes of excava• 
tion and embankment, 1 3-4 feet base, to 1 foot perpendicular-
ditches 3 feet deep, 2 feet wide at bottom, and 12 1-2 feet wide 
at top, or grade of road. The whole road bed was covered with 
18 inches of sand or gravel, wherever loam or clay was found 
at the grade of the road. The- object of this being to secure 
the road from the unequal action of the frost, and gave, in con• 
sequence, a better foundation to lay the superstructure upon. 

There are six turnouts. These portions of the line, a dis• 
tance of 60 chains, are graded 27 feet wide, with the same 
slopes and ditches as betore described. 

A part of this line, near Camden, was commenced to be 
graded in March, 1831, and the remaining distance in April, 
1833. 

The superstructure for eight and half chains, at Camden, is 
laid with stone blocks, 2 feet square, not less than 5 inches 
thick; 5 stone blocks are placed in the length of a rail 16 feet, 
for the foundation. Upon these are placed locust cross-sleep• 
ers, -8 feet long, and 6 inches square; upon which is fixed an 
edge rail, fastened by spikes, wrought iron plates under the 
joints of the rails, and tongues fastened as before described. 

For 31 chains, red cedar piles, 7 feet long, from 7 to 9 inches 
diameter, are driven into the ground every 3.2 feet, for the 
foundation; upon the ends of these piles is __ placed the edge 
rail, fastened on the head of the piles, with the same kind of 
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spikes; the same connection at the joints of the rails, and the same 
kind of wrought iron plates as before described. Twenty-nine 
chains of roads are laid through the street at Burlington in the 
same manner as the last described. These parts of the road were 
laid in 1833, and have required but little repairing; are appar~nt-
ly perfectly sound, and likely to remain so. Seveuty-two chains 
of road, near the Pensauken Creek, are laid with wood rail, and 
:flat iron; foundation of plank 3 1-2 inches thick, and 2 feet 
wide under each rail, continuous its whole length; cross-sleep-
ers of oak every 4 feet, with blocks, 2 feet long, interv~ning; 
upon these sleepers and blocks a wood rail, 6 inches square, of 
yellow pine, is placetl; upon the wood rail, a flat bar of iron, 
2 ; 1-4 inches wide, and seven-eighths of an inch thick, is placed, 
fastened by spikes and screw bolts; the bolts passing through 
the ends of the iron bars and wood rail. 

One mile sixty-five chains are laid with a foundation of plank, 
3 l-2 inches thick, by 2 feet in width, under each rail, contin-
ued the whole distance; upon these plank, cross-sleepers of 
red cedar, from the northern lakes, 8 feet long, 5 inches thick, 
and not Jess than 6 inches flat sm:face, are placed every 4 feet, 
and short blocks, 2 feet long, ( of the same dimensions other-
wise as the long sleepers), between each space, supp~rting the 
rail; upon these cros~-sleepers and blocks, an edge rail rests; 
with wrought iron plates at the joints, fastened by hooked 
spikes, and tongues at the ends as before described. This road 
was laid in 1833, and the red cedar cross-sleepers appear per-
fectly sound. 

Twenty-two miles and twenty-six and a half chpins are laid 
in the same manner as that last described, ex,cept that the cross-
sleepers are of oak and chesnut, instead of cedar. This road 
was laid in 1833 and 1834. 

Whole distance of bridging is 1,188 feet, or 18 chains, of 
wood structure. Two of the principal bridges, to wit: one 
over Black's Creek, 133 feet long, and one over the Rancocus 
Creek, 497 feet long, have been renewed on the new plan, be-
fore alluded to in section 1. 

A distance of 16 miles from Bordentown, to below the Ran-
cocus Creek, was travelled upon in the winter of 1833, and the 
remaining distance, to Camden, in the spring of 1834. 

4 
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SECTION 3.-From Bordentown to Lower Depot nem· Tren-
ton. Distance 6 miles. 

It was commenced in September, 1837, and passengers car-
ried upon it in J 838. This road branches from the main line 
of the Camden and Amboy Rail Road, in the borough of Bor• 
dentown, at Prince-street, following round the edge of the hill, 
and crossing the Crosswick's Creek immediately above the 
mouth or entrance of the Delaware and Raritan Canal; thence 
following the tow-path, on the right bank of the canal, to 
Trenton. 

The superstructure of this part of the branch rail road is 
wood rail, and flat iron bar, except 12 chains at the commence-
ment, which is of edge rail and cross-sleepers, :md 7 chains of 
edge rail on bridges. 

The wood road, with flat iron, is laid by placing cross pieces, 
3 inches thick, 9 inches wide, and 8 feet long, 8 feet apart; 
upon these are placed longitudinal pieces 16 feet long, 5 inches 
thick, and 12 inches wide; being embedded in the earth; again 
upon the centre of these pieces, are placed oak, 3 by 4 inches, 
and 16 feet long, fastened by trenails; upon which is put a flat 
bar of iron, two and a quarter inches wide, and five eighths of 
an inch thick; these ends and joinings of the bars being se-
cured by a small cast iron chair; the spikes for attaching 
the iron rails passing through the oak piece into the longitu-
dinal sill below. 

One ;mile fifty-five and a half chains is constructed in the 
usual way, with shoes or mud sills, cross-sleepers and wood 
rail, with flat iron bar. The principal part of the timber used 
in the construction is of hemlock, which was saturated with 
lime and salt, or salted by means of ,me and a quarter inch 
holes being bored ten inches deep in the longitudinal sills, 18 
inches apart; then filled with salt, and stopped with wood 
plugs. 

There are two bridges upon this section: one over the street 
in Bordentown, 150 feet long, and one over the Crosswick's 
Creek, ~:23 feet long; both constructed upon the new plan be• 
fore described. 
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SEc·.rrnN 4.-From the Lower Depot near Trenton to New 
Brunswick. The length of this road is 24 miles l 
chain. 

It was commenced to be graded in June, 1838, and the rails 
were laid, and passengers passed over the road, in full opera-
tion, on January 1st, 1839. 

It follows the tow-path of the right bank of the Delaware 
and Rar .itan .Canal, to a point near Kingston, a distan-ce of 13 
miles 20 chains: thence up the valley of Heathcote's Brook, to 
its summit, between it and Lawrence's Brook, on what is called 
the Long Bridge Farm; thence down Lawrence's Brook to 
Dean's mill dam, near George's road; thence in a straight line, 
in the direction of New Brunswick, to its intersection with the 
New Jersey Rail Road, about three and a half miles from the 
rail road bri,dge over the Raritan River, at New Brunswick. 

The formation of the road is as follows: In excavation, the 
road is constructed 14 feet in width; slopes one and half foot 
base to one foot perpendicular height; ditches three feet deep, 
two feet wide at bottom, and eleven feet wide on the grade of 
the road. Embankments are fifteen feet wide on grade of 
road; slopes the same as in excavation; ditches always three 
feet below the grade of the road. Wherever there were sods, 
on the line of the road to be excavated, they were placed on 
the slopes of the embankments, to protect them from washing. 

Superstructure. 

A distance of 16 miles on different parts of the line, it is as 
follows: stone blocks two feet .square, and not less than five 
inches thick, for the foundation, at the joints of the rails; cross~ 
sleepers of locust, eight feet long, and six inches square, rest-
ing upon them, with a cast iron chair, weighing twelve and a 
half pounds, resting upon the locust, for the purpose of receiv-
ing the iron edge rail, (which rails are of the same pattern as 
that already described, except that it weighs forty-seven and a 
half pounds per yard), which is· fitted in the chair, by cutting 
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the lower edge or base of the rail an eighth of an inch on each 
side; between the joints of the rails, (the rails being sixteen 
feet in length), are laid from ten to eleven cross-sleepers of oak. 
and chesnut, seven feet long, four and a half inches thick, and 
not less than six inches flat surface, rest immediately upon the 
surface of the ground, the rail resting on these sleepers, making 
so many bearings, fastened by hook-headed spikes, five to se-
ven inches long, each weighing a third of a pound; the joints 
of the rails connected as before described in section 1. 

In consequence of the ground not having settled sufficiently, 
the remaining distance of eight miles one chain, was laid with-
out the stone blocks at the joints, but with locust cross-sleepers 
at the joints of the rails, and intervening cross-sleepers, the 
same as those with stone blocks, at the joints; except twenty 
chains that has cross-sleepers, with white pine plank, four and 
a half inches thick, twelve inches wide, and sixteen feet 
long, laying upon them, in line of the road; upon these plank 
are placed the edge rail, spiked and secured as before described. 
It was laid in this manner, in consequence of its having been 
laid with wood rail, and flat iron bar, in the first instance, for 
want of edge rail. 

There is also a distance of thirty chains laid with iron, simi-
lar to the New Jersey Rail Road, with cast iron chairs. 

There is but one bridge on this section, over the Millstone 
River. It is of wood, sixty feet long, with stone abutments, 
constructed upon the new plan, as described in section 1. 

SECTION 5.-Extends from Trenton to Delaware Bridge. 
Distance I mile 30 chains. 

This road was originally laid with flat iron, two and a quar-
ter inches by five P-ighths of an inch thick, wood rail, of yellow 
pine, six by six inches, cross-sleepers of oak, and shoes or mud 
sills of plank, three inches thick, and twelve inches wide, laid 
in the usual manner. 

For seventy-six chains, the flat rail has been taken off, and 
replaced with cross-sleepers and edge rail. Cross-sleepers, of 
locust, eight feet long, six inches square, are placed at the joints 
of the rails; oak and chesnut sleepers, the same dimensions as 
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on section 4, laid four feet apart, an<l short blocks of wood be-
tween them, with east iron chairs, spikes and fastenings, as be-
fore described. 

There remains thirty-four chains of wood rail and flat iron, 
laid as above. 

Distance of road from depot at Trenton, is thirty chains, to 
the depot at the canal lock; thence to the Delaware bridge, one 
mile. 

LOCOMOTIVES, CARS, STOCK, &c. 

Locomotives. 

Seventeen is the whole number of locomotives:-
8 locomotives with 9 inches cylender, and 20 inches stroke. 
S ditto 9 3-8 ditto 20 ditto 
1 ditto 11 ditto 16 ditto 
3 
1 
1 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

13 
13 1-4 
18 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

20 
20 
27 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

This last mentioned engine is very large, and designed ex-
clusively for the transportation of merchandise. 

Passenger Cm·s. 

15 large cars, with eight wheels each. 
2S round body cars. " .. 
14 square body cars. 

2 cars with rocking chairs. 
1 do. with blinds, made in omnibus manner. 
1 do. called the Bordentown Car. 
8 do. for forward deck passengers. 

64 cars. 

Baggage Cars. 
4 crate baggage cars. 
3 baggage cars, for way travel. 
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Transportation Oars for Merchandise. 

53 box transportation cars. 
11 open ditto. 

IJirt Oars, o/C. for use on Road. 

24 dump cars, used for removing earth, in repairs to road, &c. 
12 snow scrapers. 

Steam-Boats on the Delaware River. 

Steam-boat" New Philau.elphia." 
Steam-boat "Burlington." • 
Steam-boat "Philadelphia." 

Steam-Boats between New Brunswick, South .llmboy, and 
New-York, 

Steam-boat "Independence." 
Steam-boat" Swan." 
Steam-boat "Trenton." 
Steam-boat" New-York." 
Steam-boat "Thistle." 

Stocks. 

1271 shares of stock, of fifty dollars each, in the Camden 
Perry Company, got in exchange for real estate and property 
at Camden. 

Buildings, Fixtures, o/C• 

One brick car house at South Amboy wharf, one hundred 
and five feet long, forty-three feet wide, with four rail road 
tracks in it, and turnouts running to them. 
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One frame car house at ditto, · one hundred and twenty feet 
fong, sixty-two and a half feet wide, with four _rail road tracks 
·as above. 

One brick car house at Hightstown, forty feet long, twenty-
two and a half feet wide, with two tracks. 

One frame car house at Sand Hills, eighty feet by fourteen 
feet, with one track. 

One brick car or depot house at Bordentown depot, one hun-
dred and fifty-eight feet by one hundred and ten feet, metallic 
roof, with four tracks for passenger cars and two tracks for 
transportation cars, all the tracks connected with the !nain line 
of road . 

One frame car house for repairing at ditto, forty-six feet by 
forty-four feet, adjacent to, and connected by rail road with 
three tracks to the car house, very convenient for repairs. 

One brick car or depot house at Camden, one hundred feet by 
sixty feet, with four tracks, two for passenger cars and two for 
transportation cars, with platforms, &c. 

One frame car house, at ditto, one_ hundred and fifty feet by 
thirty-four feet, wi.th two tracks. 

One frame car house at the lock at Trenton, on branch rail 
road, one hundred and fifty-eight feet by twenty-seven feet, 
with two tracks, and platforms. 

One frame car house, at lower depot, eighty feet by twenty-
five feet, with one track. 

One brick car house, at Trenton lock, for Philadelphia and 
Trenton rail road cars, one hundred and fifty feet by thirty-six 
feet, with two tracks.-There is also a passenger office in this 
building eighteen feet square. 
' One passenger office at Hightstown, fifty-seven feet by twelve 
feet. 

Transportation Houses. 
One frame house on wharf, at South Amboy, one hundred 

and ten feet by fifty-six feet, with three rail road tracks, plat-
forms, &c. 

One frame house on ditto, twenty-five feet by ten and a half 
feet, with one track and platform. 

One frame office, twenty-eight feet by twenty feet. 
One sma1l house at Hightstown. 
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One frame house at Sand Hills, fifty feet by seventeen feet. 
One ditto, at ditto, twenty-four feet by twenty-four feet. 
One transportation office at Trenton, twenty-four feet by 

eighteen feet. 
One passenger office at Princeton, twenty-four by eighteen 

feet. 

Engine Houses. 

One brick engine house at South Amboy depot, seventy feet 
by twenty six and a half feet, with two tracks and metallic 

roof. 
One ditto, at ditto, seventy-three feet by thirty-seven, with 

three tracks. 
One brick repairing engine house at Bordentown depot, 

ninety feet by thirty, metallic roof, and fire proof building, 
with two tracks and fixtures for repairing locomotives. 

One brick engine house, at ditto, one hundred and forty-
eight feet by thirty-seven, with four tracks, and a range of fur-
nace through to warm the building, and water pipes from a 
stationary engine, with hose attached, in case of fire. It has a 
metalic roof. 

One stationary engine house, at ditto, twenty-seven by twen-
ty-seven feet, metallic roof, and fire proof building; two boilers, 
and of such dimensions as to drive the general machinery 
throughout the whole three story machine house, pumps all 
the water, and saws all the wood with a circular saw, and con-
ducts, by an iron pipe and hose attached, a head of water into 
the large engine house, in case of fire, and for many other 
purposes. 

One brick three story machine house, at ditto, seventy-six 
feet by forty-one feet, metallic roof, with lathes for turning, 
drilling and working iron, on the first and second floors, and 
wood turning, &c. on the third floor; the whole of which is 
worked by the stationary engine, in the house adjacent. 

One frame engine house, at Camden, 'seventy-one and a half 
feet by thirty feet, with two tracks. 

One brick engine house, at lower depot, Trenton, thirty feet 
by twenty-eight feet, with two tracks, and sufficiently large to 
hold two engines. 
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One brick engine house, at lock depot at Trenton, thirty-
seven feet by twenty-seven feet, for Philadelphia and Trenton 
rail road engines. 

Shops. 

One frame carpenter's shop, two stories high, at Amboy de-
pot, sixty-three feet by twenty-eight feet, with one track 
through it. 

One frame carperter's shop, at ditto, thirty-three feet by 
twenty feet, with one track through it. 

One frame blacksmith's shop, at ditto, forty-five anq a half 
feet by twenty-seven feet. · 

One brick blacksmith's shop, at Bordentown depot, thirty-
seven feet by twenty-four feet, with six forges, and tools com-
plete. 

One frame blacksmith's and coppersmith's shop, at ditto, 
forty-eight feet by forty-eight feet, with six forges, and tools 
complete. · 

One car building, carpenter's and paint shop, at ditto, one 
hundred and six feet by thirty feet, two stories high, with a 
rail roacl leading to and through it. 

One frame plank house, at ditto, one hundred and eight feet 
by eighteen feet, and four good sheds for coal, old copper, and 
storing sundry materials. 

One frame oil room, at Amboy depot, twenty feet by eleven 
feet. 

One brick office, at Bordentown depot, two stories high, a 
fire proof building, with a fire safe, of brick and iron. 

Wood Sheds. 

One wood shed, at Amboy wharf, two hundred and forty 
feet by thirty feet. 

One ditto, at Amboy depot, one hundred and seventy-seven 
feet by twenty-four feet. 

One ditto, at ditto, one hundred and thirteen feet by thirty -
four feet. 

5 
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A range of wood sheds, at Bordentown depot, two hundred 
feet by one hundred and two feet. 

One wood shed, at Trenton lower depot, sixty feet by fif-
teen feet. 

One large brick watei: tank, at Amboy, filled by a force 
pump, worked by a locomotive, and the water conducted by 
iron pipes, two and a half inches in diameter in the clear, half 
a mile to a wooden tank on the wharf, for the supply of the 
steam-boat boilers, and a security against damage by fire to the 
buildings on the wharf. 

One wooden tank, pump, arid fixtures, at Amboy depot. 
Two ice-houses, for the purpose of supplying the steam-boats, 

&c. at South Amboy. 
Two water tanks, at Spottswood, with pumps and fixtures. 
One water tank, at Hightstown, with a force pump, and fix-

tures. 
One water tank, at Sand Hills, with pump and fixtures. 
One ice-house, at Bordentown depot, to supply steam-boats, 

&c. 
One water tank, at Bordentown depot, with fixtures. 
One water tank, at Rancocus Creek, with force pump and 

fixtures. 
One water tank, at Camden, with pump and fixtures. 
One water tank, at Trenton depot; water raised by a water-

wheel turned by waste water of the canal. 
One water tank, at Kingston, with pump and fixtures. 
One water tank, at the end of branch rail road, with pump 

and fixtures. 
Wharf :it Bordentown depot, five hundred and fifty feet front, 

and depth of water always sufficient for steam-boat landings, 
and other purposes; besides this there is a bulkhead or wharf 
two and a half miles along the Delaware river to Craft's creek. 

Wharf at Camden, one hundred and ninety-two feet long, 
together with two piers into the Delaware, and forming a ferry 
slip; these piers extend out into the Delaware, one of them two 
hundred feet, and the other one hundred and seventy-four feet, 
width of one forty-four feet, and the other twenty-seven feet. 

Wharf on Crosswick's Creek. 

ti 
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JJwelling houses and othe1· property at South .11.mbcy. 

Four hundred acres of land. 
One brick tavern house, three stories high, eighty-two feet 

long, thirty-four feet wide . 
One frame house immediately connected, and part of tavern, 

thirty-three feet by twenty-nine feet. 
One frame kitchen, nineteen feet long, seventeen feet wide. 
Ona barn, for tavern, forty-one feet by twenty-eight feet. 
One shed or cow house, forty-nine feet by nineteen feet. 
One corn crib, twenty-one feet by six feet. 
One superintendent's house, large size. 
One store house. 
Eighteen dwelling houses for workmen. 

Bordentown Depot. 

Twenty-three dwelling houses for workmen. 
One boarding house for workmen . 
One depot superintendent ' s house. 
Bordentown Hotel, one hundred feet by forty feet, and lot. 
One frame house, adjoining hotel, sixteen by eighteen feet. 
One frame dwelling house, on wharf at Crosswick's Creek . 
Two dwellings, under the hill, at Bordentown. 
One lot of ground, in Bord entown, known as the Union 

Line lot. 
One water tank, connected with the Bordentown hotel, and 

water pipes leading to it from Black's Creek, where there is a 
tide wate1· wheel to raise the water to the tank. 

One house and lot, together with its out buildings on the 
hill, known as the school property . 

One tavern house, in the city of Trenton, known as the 
"Trenton House," together with an adjoining lot of ground , 
and out buildings. 

Ten and a half acres of land, at Bordentown depot, with a 
large front on the Delaware river. 

One tavern house, stabling and other out buildings, at Blooms-
bury. 
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ABSTRACT 

OF THE COST OF THE DELAWARE AN'D RARITAN CANAL, 

Canal Sections, Embankments, Excava-
tions, Waste Vv eirs, &c . $1,354,372 50' 

Locks, 2'35,256 28 
Culverts, 160,853 52 
Bridges, 88,971 82 
Fences, 26,387 04 
Peir and Harbour at New Brunswick, 22,016 50 
Wharfing, . 8,379 99 
Dredging Machine and Dredging at 

Bordentown, Bull's Island, and im• 
proving Raritan River, in addition to 
the sums received on this account from 
the U. States, 

Timber, · 
Cement, 
Real Estate, 
Damages, . 
Engineer Department, 
Legal 8xpenses, 
Office Expenses, 
Contingent Expenses, . . 
Salaries to the time of completion, 
Barges, 
Smith Shop, . . . . 
Interest to the time of completion, 
Towing Establishment, Horses, Har-

ness, &c. . 
Loan Expenses, 1st English Loan, 
Rail Road on Heath Cote and Lawrence 

Brook, 
Rail Road Iron, balance, 
Due by Contractors , . 

26,841 8S 
132,509 69 
93,240 45 

271,000 66 
33,989 80 
84,496 19 
15,299 91 

1,653 14 
35,573 42 
38,526 35 

319 23 
1,427 77 

100,529 07 

9,876 39 
15,460 00 

17,372 94 
3,936 05 
1,-506 77 ___ ._. _ 

$2,829,797 36 

JoE:N R. THOMSON, Sect. 
a 



Dr. Account ef Receipts and Expenditures of the Delaware and Raritan Canal Company. Cr. 

To cost of the Del.' and 
Rar. Canal per · J. R . 
Thomson's (sec.) state-
ment, $2,829,797 36 

Bills paid and not inclu-
ded in the above state-
ment, 14,307 67 

-----2,844,105 03 
Balance due for advances 

to Camden and Amboy 
R. R. and Transporta-
tion Company, 

Notes of hand unpaid, 
Cash on hand, 

18,293 86 
1,910 00 

12,334 47 
32,538 33 

$2,876,643 36 

By capital stock paid in, 
By cash from Loans, 
By Loans paid Interest, and for Real 

Estate per Loan account, 
By Rents from ·water Power, 
By Balance of Running account, 

$1,496,000 00 
1,279,278 88 

. 45,627 92 
5,185 15 

50,551 41 

$2,876,643 36 

JAMES NEILSON, Treasurer. 



Dr. Div-idend Account of the Delaware and Raritan Canal. Cr. 

To Current Expenses per J. R. Thom- /By Tolls to Dec. 1, 1839, 
son's (sec.) account, $210,344 42 

$306,895 83 

To Cash paid E. A. Stevens on Divi-
dend account, 

To Balance to Coustruction account, 
46,000 00 
50,551 41 

$306,895 83 $306,895 83 

JAMES NEILSON, Treasurer. 



Dr. Joint Account ef Receipts and Expenditures ef the Delamare and Raritan Canal and Camden 
and Amboy Rail Road and Transportation Companies. 

Cr. 

To Instalments from stockholders, 
To receipts from l;oans including tem-

porary loan of ·$14,640 42, 
To borrowed from the di ridend of C. 

& A. R.R. & T. Co. for the con-

$2,996,000 oo!I By cost . of construction of 
the Cam. & Am. R. R. & 

2,848,469 44 . Branch Road per state-
ment, 

By cost of Del. & Rar. Ca-
$3,220,848 39 

struction of the road, $131,071 29 nal, $2,829,797 36 
To rents received by ditto, 5,322 16 
To sundries received by ditto, 1,543 54 

To balance per construction account 
of C. &A. R . R. &T. Co. 

To rents from water power from the 
D. & R. Canal Co. 5,185 15 

To balance of dividend account 
from ditto, 50,551 41 

By bills paid and not inclu-
. ded in the above, 14,307 67 

137,936 99 
By notes of hand unpaid, 

170,025 79 By cash on hand, 
By cash advanced for building boats and 

increasing the transportation of Coal 
through the Canal, 

55,736 56 By loan expenses in England, 

2,844,105 03 
1,910 00 

12,334 47 

117,000 00 
11,970 89 

$6,208,168 78 $6,208,168 78 

JORN R. Tuoi\1SON, Sect. Joint Board. 
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Abstract ef the annual Receipts and Expenditures ef the 
Del. and Rar. Canal from 1834 to 1839 inclusive. 

TOT AL RECEIPTS. TOTAL EXPENDITURES. 

1834 
1835 
1836 
18~7 
1838 
1839 

$11,604 l9 
47,141 921 
54,801 221 
67,194 26, 
73 507 241 

' I 

74,843 52i 

329,092 35 

1834 ( 
1835 5 $49,243 74 

1836 34,764 89 
1837 27,079 21 
1838 46,007 72 
1839 44,698 48 

December 8,550 38 

Deductallowances 210,344 42 
made on Coal, Balance to divi-
Merchants' line, dend account 50,55141 
&c. per order, 22,196 50 Paidonaccount 

, -----, of dividends, 46,000 00 
$306,895 85 

JonN R. THOMSON, Sect. 



Dr. E. A. Stevens, Treasurer, in account rvith the Camden and Amboy Rail Road and 
Transportation Company. 

Cr. 

To Cash received Instalments, $1,500,000 00 To Cash paid per R. Shippen's book, $1,973,718 71 
" Loan, 1,394,591 75 " I. A. Conover's do. 507,048 97 
" Travelling account, 131,071 29 " Steam Boats, 359,354 04 
" Rents, 5,322 16 " Interest, 102,795 66 
" Incidental, 1,543 54 " Stock and Tools, 6,852 63 
" Del. and Rar. Canal, 18,293 86 " Real Estate, 22,210 00 
" Balance, 170,025 79 " Iron Rails, 178,429 47 

" Coal Lands, 25,000 00 
'' Pl1il. & Tr. R.·. Road, 45,538 91 

$3,220,848 39 $3,220,848 39 
---------

E. A. STEVENS, Treasurer. 



Dr. E. A. Stevens, Treasurer, in account with the Delamare and Raritan Canal and 
Camden and Amboy Rail Road and Transportation Companies. Cr. 

To balance of Travelling account 
To balance taken from receipts of 

Travelling account since Dec. 1, 
l 839, 

$146,823 11 By balance paid Construction account 
per account current, $170,025 79 

23,202 68 

$170,025 79 $170,025 79 

E. A. STEVENS, Treasurer. 



Dr. 

1834 

1835 

1837 

Loans made by the Delarvare and Raritan Canal and Camden and Amboy Rail Road 
and Transportation Oompan{es. 

Or. 

To nett proceeds of American 
loan, 

To ditto of English loan of 
£210,000, 

To ditto of ditto of £225,000, 

I 'By Camden and Amboy R. R. and 
$832,513 27 1 T. Co. received of the loanst $1,379,951 33 

1

By Del. and Rar. Canal Company, 1,279,278 88 
977,.817 38 1\By ditto, Interest on loan of £210,000 

1,023,489 37 per J. R. Thomson's statement, 35,551 26 
1By ditto, Real Estate, per dittot 10~076 66 

$2,833,829 02 

IBy expenses and unsettled accounts 
in England, 

By cash in Coal business. 
11,970 89 

117,000 00 

JoHN R. THOMSON, Loan Agent. 

= ,,..... 
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Statement (No. 9) ef the Nett Profits ef the Deiarvare 
and Raritan Canal and Camden and Amboy Rail 
Road and Transportation Companzes, and ef the Di-
vidends paid to the Stockholders; to the 1st Dec. 1839. 

Total amount of nett profits, after de-
ducting interest and all other expen-
ditures, $1,962,354 04 

Of which there has been paid to Stock-
holders in dividends, 1,595,000 00 

Leaving an amount of nett profits un• 
divided, $367,354 04 

Of which $165,270 59 will be divided 
with the Philadelphia and Trenton 
Rail Road Company, in conformity 
with the agreement of June 1836, 
share and share alike. 

b 



Comparative 11,fonthly Statement ef Receipts and Expenditures ef Camden and Amboy Rail Road. 

Years. Months. Gro.,, Receipts, Disbursements. Nett Gain. Nett Loss, Years. Months. Gross Receipts. Disbursements. Nett Gain. Nett Loss. 

1833 January $16 ,38"/ 20 $20,453 so $4,066 60 1833 July $54,608 11 $36,778 S/j $17,829 26 

1S34 January 20, 110 36 14,633 15 $5,477 21 1834 July 56,147 05 25,524 57 50,622 48 

1835 January 27 ,533 21 17,693 80 9,839 41 1835 July 78,515 36 36,182 82 42,332 54 

1836 January 26,871 62 9,242 57 17,632 05 1836 July 91,0S8 28 37,920 07 53,168 21 

1837 January 29,289 22 35,699 60 6, 410 38 1837 July 80,391 96 24,684 15 55,707 81 

1838 January 30,892 16 25,417 27 5,474 89 1838 July 81,455 91 32,313 43 49,142 48 

1839 January 24,365 96 8,959 51 15,406 45 1839 July 9,t,184 37 31,899 67 62,284 70 

1833 February $17 ,650 04 $6,895 10 $10,754 94 1833 August $63,845 04 $26,675 84 $37,169 20 

1834 February 29,441 30 12,125 33 17,315 9')' 1834 August 62,470 98 27,431 85 35,039 13 

1835 February 28,343 64 12,293 44 16,050 20 1835 August 8~,657 13 22,698 69 62,958 44 
1836 Febrnary 25,477 98 20,289 27 5,188 71 1836 August 98,615 78 31,631 46 66,984 32 
1837 February 36,422 42 22,339 28 14,083 14 1837 August 74,182 59 26,997 58. 47,185 01 
1838 February 33,772 85 16,030 39 17,742 44 1838 August 80,765 12 24,029 53 56,735 59 
1839 February 28,698 97 15,986 48 12,713 49 1839 August 69,297 22 22,484 24 46,812 98 

1833 March $31,849 86 $18,328 90 $13,520 96 1833 September $M,260 25 $:!8,227 37 $28,032 88 
1834 March 45,19$ 18 24,627 04 20,569 15 1834 September 60,191 19 16,856 57 44,034 62 
1835 March 42,750 60 21,080 08 21,670 52 1835 September 73,588 38 49,231 19 24,307 19 
1836 March 4-3,942 28 36,937 49 7,004 19 1836 September 93,809 46 32,678 IO 61,131 36 
1837 March 64,655 77 35,419 75 29,236 01 1837 September 74,277 92 34,398 13 39,879 79 
1838 March 67,692 77 38,490 76 19,202 01 111838 September 82,566 73 23,975 50 58,591 23 
1839 March 49,813 60 25,631 19 24,182 41 111839 September 62,587 52 21,046 64 41,440 86 



1833 April $38,749 25 $24,436 95 $14,312 30 1832 October $20,003 03 $4,829 95 $15,173 03 1834 April 46,328 or 32,718 86 13,609 21 1833 October 56,576 19 19,702 30 26,864 89 1835 April 53,524 91 20,362 30 33,162 61 1834 October 53,671 95 19,713 84 33,958 11 1836 April 68,025 72 26,483 72 41,542 00 1835 October 69,415 06 23,459 46 45,955 60 1837 April 72,056 50 35,960 30 36,096 20 1836 October 76,197 31 41,074 25 35,123 06 1838 April 66,973 33 24,913 56 42,059 47 1837 October 72,677 61 31,240 82 41,436 79 1839 April 66,642 95 22,522 92 44,120 03 1838 October 78,019 02 31,715 61 46,303 41 
1839 October 61,382 71 24,145 51 37,237 20 
1832 Nove~ber $17,223 07 $10,663 71 $6,559 36 1833 May $47,414 22 $27,133 80 $20,280 42 1833 November 30,746 25 28,148 18 2,598 07 IS34 May 48,952 88 31,523 85 17,429 03 1834 November 40,490 75 37,437 34 3,053 41 1835 May 59,ll8 08 27,282 34 31,835 74 1835 November 44,963 16 23,996 56 20,966 60 1836 May 75,728 95 24,393 98 51,334 97 1836 November 55,06~ 28 20,829 13 34,237 15 1837 May 70,605 58 31,066 76 39,538 79 1837 November 56,241 98 31,428 62 24,813 36 1838 May 67,524 72 24,249 88 43,274 84 1833 November 70,187 76 41,844 28 28,343 48 1839 May 78,576 83 25,263 23 53,313 60 183!) November 48,345 55 23,134 97 25,210 53 

1832 December $13,465 98 $8,829 95 $4,636 03 1833 June $42,189 27 $21,561 02 $20,628 25 1833 December 21,875 82 28,749 79 $6,'373 97 1834 June 50,542 58 21,883 09 28,659 49 1834 December 32,750 25 48,786 19 16,035 94 1835 June 63,357 62 27,814 63 35,542 99 1835 December 52,746 48 35,396 45 17,350 03 1836 June 75,945 24 36,801 04 39,144 20 1836 December 39,849 38 45,063 82 5,214 44 1837 June 61,488 04 24,092 26 37,395 78 1837 December 39,705 66 26,183 16 13,522 50 1838 Juno 65,528 17 31,157 22 34,370 96 1838 December 39,511 67 41,01 l 68 1,500 01 1,839 June 46,921 52 . 21,333 39 25,588 13 1839 December 54,512 56 15,636 73 38,875 83 

E. A. STEVENS. 



Summary of Cost of the Camden and Amboy Rail Road, 
Branch Road and Appendages. 

Grading, 
Engineering, 
Wharfing, 
Stock and tools, 
Incidental Exp's, 
Timber, 
Stone, 
Office Expenses, 
Real Estate, 
Culverts, 
Salaries, 
Damages, 
Carpenters, 
Legal Expenses, 
Masonry, 
Smithery, 
Bridges, 
Broken Stone, 
Iron Rails, 
Gravelling, 
Trenching, 
Stone Blocks, 
Laying Rails, 
Cars, 
Ditching, 

$379,721 76 Locomotives, 123,840 67 
94,294 77 Iron, 10,372 08 
55,644 55 Locust, 13,447 70 
48,955 05 Printing, 1,679 32 
32,384 90 Interest, 104,242 64 

121,153 65 Wood Rails, 7,310 57 
37,3i4 14 Steam Boats, 420',153 57 

1,058 20 Property\n trust to 
371,769 68 pay de13ts,' 8,543 04 

17,112 91 Canal passage barges, 1,832 28 
26,858 22 Sleepers, 35,170 60 

4,570 71 Fencing, 2,245 35 
5,482 85 Salting Timber, 6,352 61 
6,701 51 Stable Expenses, 36 89 

14,768 36 Phil. & Tr. R . R. 46,569 54 
10,067 08 Stone Rails, 3,457 59 
78,459 37 Taxes, 209 09 

103,372 64 Pine Wood, 75 12 
517,907 62 Coal Lands, 25,000 00 

22,223 44 
27,998 14 

111,524 73 Deduct credits, 
$3,222;204 84 

1,347 87 

155,346 46 
140,742 88 $3,220,857 02 

26,232 61 
. E . '.A. STEVENS . 
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