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McGreevey Creates Seniors’ “Bill Of Rights”

Ekecutive Ord‘er ‘Enisures Seniors Have Choices for Care in their Golden Years

(WILDWOOD) —_ At the Fall AARP conference today, Governor James E. McGreevey
signed an Executive Order creating a seniors’ “Bill of Rights” to support the independence,
dignity and choice of citizens as they age.

. “Last Sprmg, ‘we'set forth findamental change for the long term care of our senior citizens,”
“said Governor McGreevey “We enabled the State to provide, for the first time ever, the
ﬂex1b111ty needed to allow. more seniors to.live with dignity at home or witha relat1ve and:
still receive the money the state had earmarked for'their long term care. Today, I am proud
to falfill yet another promise. of that order. By creatmg a ‘Billof R1ghts we empower
seniors with the assurance that the State recognizes seniors and caregivers should have a
range of care choices and that the State will foster and- ‘promote alternatives to nursing

homes.”

Executwe Order #136 creates, for the first time, a “Bill of Rights” that establishes a clear
vpohcy that seniors and caregivers should: have arange of care choices. It also requlres the
state to foster and promote alternatives to nursing homes. ‘This “Bill of nghts” 1§ part of the
: Govemor S Long Term Care initiative created last Spring, which included provisions
enabling a new “Money. Follows the Person” program,; a streamlined paperwork process to
fast track: ehg1b1e participants into long term care programs; and expanded Adult Family
Care programs to offer more seniors the option to live in a home-like setting.

Today’s signing further expands Governor McGreevey’s commitment to improving the
quality of life for New Jersey’s seniors. The Governor has already signed into law two of
AARP’s top legislative priorities, two of the strongest bills of their kind in the nation — “Do
Not Call” and the “Anti-Predatory Lending.”

The Administration also made great strides with key assistance programs, such as the
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recently enacted “Unlversal Service Fund,” which AARP calls “the nation’s best energy
assistance program.’ > The Governor also kept his core promise of fully funding PAAD, the
‘nation’s best prescription drug program, without ralsmg prescnptlon costs and W1thout
reducm the ehg1b1hty of partlclpants

et o1 McGreevey also tackled the property tax crisis, bringing 1mmed1ate
’g the foundatlon for long term reform He oreated and passed the -

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 136

WﬁEREAS/ New Jersey isia state“where,independence, dignity -and
enOice is fostered to support residents as they age and

WHEREAS !New Jersey must prepare tovmeet the indiVidual and
5001eta1 needs of our adult population and their familles‘as they
grova1Qer;*and

,WHEREAS,‘gonernment, for too longp:has:denied older adults the
/rigﬁt bto»:chooseeﬁwhere 1they receive services if public 'sector
.p fundiné is_paYiné.fOr‘the needed care; and |
/.WHEREAS,vpolicy changes are essentialvto support an expanding
elderly population that desires to stay at home with supports in
thev caring vcommnnity_ of Newf.dersey' versus going intoc -a nursing
-ﬁoﬁe; and - , ,

WﬁERﬁAé{ caregiving by unpaid family or friends has become an
important‘ issue.‘because» so ‘manybiNew; Jerseyans are- finding
themselves»or will find themselves in- the role of caregiver for a .
loved one; and |

WHEREAS,‘the State of New Jersey must support innovative and
costjeffective» initiatives for services and programs that are

responsive to the unique needs of a growing corps of volunteer
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caregivérs and-a diﬁinishing workforcé of paid caregivers; and
fWHEREAS, thé Staté of Néw Jérsey.encoﬁrages S Society free of
'a§e£5m3béndr,the étéreotypiﬁg aﬁdi discfiminatioh_ againSt4 people
‘bééaﬁé;i;tﬁeyi‘afe 8ld,:‘s?é¢ifiééiiy _by; protecting vqldér adults'
&iéhfvfté vwork,k a dééé;f fetiiémént;{ pfétecti&e' services ‘when
vulﬁéiable and end-of-1ife care with dignity; and
WHEREAS, the State of New qérseyirecognizes that older adults
i:__;ar'i‘e‘ééép!e}c:tetdjfﬁembﬁéfs‘qf ﬁheicémmgnity and §r0yidé an invaluabie 
iéséuﬁgeféfiépciéiﬂ‘cﬁytu;éi;ihiéfégéc’éﬁd{épiﬁiﬁuéi éhficﬁmentzgﬁd
léédeféhip; anak | e
WHEREAS, in Executive OrdeerQ. léO (2004f, I called upon' the
Depaftment‘ of“HeaIth and SeniérVASérGices to ‘deveiop a 'home and
community /health; care “bill of rights” to support New' Jersey’s
agingjpepulation; |
; NCW,iTHEREFORE,‘I, JAMES'Ef MQGREEVEY, Governor of the. State
obeéw Jersey, by virtue bethe/auﬁhority vegted in me Dby the
Constitution and by ' the Statutes‘df this Staﬁe, do hereby ORDER
agdeIRECT: |
‘ ,ﬁij fhe Stétenof>Néw3qerSey hé:eby»reéogﬁizes a Bill Qf-Rights
vand{\ResboﬁsibiiitE;é  to¥4sﬂ§bC?t; tPe.‘independenéé, digﬁifyb aﬁd
chéiéé» Qf"éitizéns ‘as they aée, : This Bill of Rights and
Résponsibilities’séfeguards the fbllowing: |
ta) . freedom, indepéﬁdence aﬁd individual initiative in
vplanniﬁé and‘mahaging theif own lives; and
(b) full participation ih: the planning and operation of
community-based services énd programs for their benefit;

and

(c) access to viable, affordable and cost-effective gervices
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éﬁd v programs :thatf«,aré molded by = the | piinciples of
étxengﬁﬂehihg. /ipdependence,‘ affirming dignity‘ and
expandlng jc’zl;ioi\cé ; :énd‘ |
f(@) ?ché §bility;téjre@ai?;inlfhéir:éommunities-and in their,
;ﬁqﬁéé;IWéﬁﬁngﬁé'iéuppé££% Qf; ccmmﬁﬁity:bésed, loﬁg;te;m
/éaré §e£viéés}($ﬁd_ s i |
fed a Syétém where long—ﬁefﬁ care neéds are ﬁet, regardiesé
‘:\§f income,,in a;cuiturélly;énd'linguistiéally_senéitive
:)iiwéy aé}phéy_éhaﬁge'¢vef ﬁimé;'aﬁd |
b(fﬂwa g¢¢é§§¥t§f§ubii¢ﬂqnéip?iyaté serV;§eél;allowing égipg in
,}{ place where possible; and the ’abili£Yt’t° trahSition
betwééﬁ the<varEOus>forﬁs;df loﬁg5term care with minimél
,disruptioh and ﬁaxiﬁpm attentién_to qu;lity of life}‘and
(é) - ahfopportuniﬁy_ﬁo chéose a héalth§ iifestyle,.and be
supporﬁéd in  thiS1»qhQi¢§f by _effégtive;\ cultu;ally
gppr@priateJ progfams  designed to  fdster  heéith and

wellnesé without regard to economic status; and

(k) support for family members and other persons providing
i‘voluntéry' care, RHQWn as - caregiving,  to  older

“';iﬁaividﬁals‘needing lQ@géterm care sérvices;;and'

.fi). >( ﬁévdcémmuhiﬁy' ~Whe£e . j;é%tef f‘qhoice,‘ ‘control .aﬁd.
flexibility éfe built intov avjprogféssive system bof
assiéténée for older and disabied individuals; families,
friends and neighbors; and |

(1) protection against abuse, neglect and explbitation in
the ‘community and in health care settings; and
(k)- consumer empowerment to make informed quality of 1life

decisions; and
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(1) & long~term care‘system'that is visible, trusted and

'easy to access for both 1nformatlon and as51stance by
5all communltles in New Jersey

12._W‘Thls Order shall take effect 1mmed1ately

L GIVEN,_runder, my ~hand ahd‘ Seal
this ' 27thday-of

September - ‘ g , »
' in the Year of . Our Lord,
Two Thousand and Four, and
of the Independence of the
United States, the.. Two
Hundred and Twenty Nlnth
Ja&es\E(’MeGreevey"
Governor
Attest:

Mark J Fleming
Deputy Chlef Counsel to the Governor
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