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JOINT RESOLUTION No. 11 

AN AcT creating a commission to foster racial and 
r·eligious understanding and good will and for 
the designation of a good-will or brotherhood 
holiday. 

·WHEREAS, The State of New Jersey is a great in­
dustrial and agricultural State composed of vari­
ous racial and religious groups; and 

·WHEREAS, One of the first requisites of a harmoni­
ous, contented and prosperous State or nation 
depends upon racial and religious tolerance and 
understanding; and 

·WHEREAS, The ,-rorld is rent asunder by strife and 
wars ancl great injustice is being perpetrated 
upon minority peoples because of race, religion 
O!' creed; and 

\Y HERE.As, The State of New Jersey was among the 
first to enact lmvs for the punishment of the inci­
tation to harm a resident thereof because of his 
race or religion; and 

\V HEREAS, It is clear that prevention through edu­
cation and enlightenment is E~ssential to thwart 
evil acts, and hence it is better to prevent than 
punish same ; and 

·WHEREAS, The State of New Jersey has ever glor­
ied in the great traditional and constitutional 
guarantees of the bill of rights; no-\v therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate and General As­
sernbly of the State of New Jersey: 

1. The Governor of this State is herebv author­
ized to appoint a commission of not more than fif-
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teen residents of the State of New Jersey, com­
posed as far as practicable. to act as representa­
tives of different racial and religious groups, to 
act as a permanent committee to foster racial and 
religious amity and understanding. The members 
of such commission shall hold office for terms of 
three years each and until their successors shall be 
appointed by the Governor. 

The commission shall be known as the Good-Will 
Commission of the State of New Jersey. It shall 
organize by the selection of a chairman and secre­
tary from among its members and all of the mem­
bers of the commission shall serve without com­
pensation. The commission is empowered to adopt 
rules and regulations for its administration. 

The Governor shall, upon the request of the com­
mission, establish each year by proolamation a cer­
tain day on which the residents of the State of New 
Jersey shall be requested to join in private and 
public functions for the celebration of such day, 
which shall be designated as Brotherhood and 
Good-Will Day. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved June 4, 1938. 


