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Tentative procedure of Application and Contract of Agreement
subject to approval by the State Board of Agriculture.
Form P

New Jersey Department of Agriculture
Trenton, New Jersey

(date of application)

Application and Contract of Agreement,

The undersigned hereby makes application to
the New Jersey Department of Agriculture for the privilege to use official grade
labels in comection with the grading, weighing, and/or continuous inspection
of live poultry conforming to the official New Jersey Grades for Live Poultry,

This application is made subject to the conditions stipulated below, which are
accepted by the applicant, and when approved by the department, shall be binding
upon both parties,

The applicant agrees:

1, To have in his employment a qualified poultry .inspector capable of grading
live poultry in accordance with the official New Jersey grades,

2+ That the inspector designated and licensed by the depariment shall serve as an
agent of the department without interference in upholding the grades.

3¢ To keep all official grade labels in a safe place at the business address
designated herein and not to permit their use in anyother place, nor on
anyother poultry than that filling the requirements on the label.

L4, That only poultry produced in the State of New Jersey be handled at this
place of business,

Se To submit to the department, at the close of the month, a report of all
poultry handled,

6. To pay to the New Jersey Department of Agriculture a fee of §5,00 per
calendar month to cover administrative costs. Such a fee is payable at
the time the bill is rendered by the department.

Te To provide facilities and equipment as necessary to permit the grading
procedure to function in an efficient mamner,
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2=

The New Jersey Department of Agriculture agreess

1.

2,

To issue a license certificate, renewable July 1 each year, as evidence
that the applicant is authorized to use official grade labels,

To furnish appropriate forms to the appliecant to cover reports and
certification of poultry graded, weighed and/or inspected.

It is mutually agreed that:

1.

2.

3.

The department shall not be responsible for damages resulting from any
acts of commission or omission on the part of the licensed inspector,

When the services of the licensed inspector are not immediately required
on grading, weighing and/or inspection work due to suspension of plant
operations, the inspector may perform such quality control work and/or
related activities as may be deemed practical in the judgment of his
official supervisor.

The provisions of this contract of agreement shall continue in full

force from its effective date until terminated either (a) by mutual
consent of the applicant and the department, (b) by written notice

given by either party to the other effective on a specific date not less
than 30 days from date of giving such notice, (c) by termination of the
services requested herein pursuant to the provisions in paragraph L below.

The services to be rendered under this contract shall be withdrawn by the
department at any time the department acting pursuant to any applicable

laws or regulations debars the applicant from receiving any further benefits
of the service. This contract of agreement may also be suspended or termi-
nated at any time the department concludes that the applicant has not
conformed, or cannot conform, with the terms and conditions specified herein.

5. The grading, weighing and/or continuous inspection service for which
provisions are made herein, subject to applicable laws or regulations, is
to be rendered on and after .
{date)
(applicant)
approved by
Date
By
Title
(city and state) B

For the New Jersey
Department of Agriculture



1.

2a

3,

as
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Rules and Regulations

Governing the Application of New Jersey Grades for Live Foultry
All live poultry sold under the official New Jersey label or tag must
have been produced in the State of New Jersey and inspected by an agent
of the State Department of Agriculture,
Permits for the use of the official tag will be granted to grouns of pre-
ducers who can maintain the services of a licensed grader of live poultry
and all live poultry will be inspected at a central pointes Permits must
be prominently displayed in the place of business, preferably in the
office or assembly rocme. Official tags must be accounted for by each
holder of a permit. Each official tag will bear the proper grade
designation, class of poultry and date of sale. (See note below).
Live poultry conforming to the specifications for a grade will have the
proper official grade label or tag affixed to the coop at the point of
sales The officlal tag shall not be used to identify the quality or

grade of the voultry after they leave the point of sale,

NOTE

411 poultry having excessive feed in the crops shall be considered

"overcropped" and may be subject to dockare. MhExceasive" feed shall

be interpreted to mean more than an average of (I) 1 ounce of feed in

crops of birds weighing not more than 23 pounds; (II) 2 ounces of feed in

crops of birds weighing more than 2% pounds (except turkeys); (TII) 3

cunces of feed in crops of turkeys.



Chickens:

Turkeys:
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New Jersey Specifications for Classes of Live Poultry

Rroilers = Fryers -~ Young tender-meated chickens of either sex

with tender skin, smooth bright shanks, and flexible cartilage

at posterior of breastbones., (Usually under 1l weeks of age.)
Roasters - Young, tender-meated chickens of either sex with tender
skin and smooth bright shanks., Breastbone cartilage somewhat more
rigid than in broilers and fryers but with some remaining flexible
cartilage over the end. (Usually under 8 months of age.)

Capons ~ Young, tender~meated, unsexed male chickens, showing
practically no comb development. (Usually under 10 months of age.)
Stage - Young male chickens with somewhat touchened flesh and
considerable hardening of the breastbone cartilage. Combs may be
well developed and spurs may show considersgble, but not full
development. Stags show, in general, an intermediate condition

of flesh and sexual development between roasters and cocks,
(Usually under 10 months of age.)

Cocks ~ (0ld Roosters) Mature male chickens with toughened flesh
and hardened breastbone cartilage,

Hens, Stewing Chicken, Fowl - Mature female chickens with hardened

breastbone cartilage. This includes all female chickens that have
lost the tender flesh condition characteristic of young chickens,
The fact that some fowl may be roasted by special or nprolonged
cooking is not sufficient grounds for classifying them as roasting
chickens.

Fryers -~ Young, tender meated turkeys of either sex with soft,
pliable, smooth-textured skin, and flexible breastbone cartilage,

(Usually under 1L weeks of age.)
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NEW JERSEY SPECIFICATIONS ¥OR ST..iDaRDS OF QUALITY FOR I&DIVIDU.L LIVE +IKDS

The Hew Jersey staandards for gquality for individuwal live wvirds
contained in this section are applicable only to live poultry of the classes
defined above,

The following factors are considered in the application of these
standards for quality: (I) Health and vigor, (II) feathering, (III) confor-
mation, (IV) fleshing, (V) fat covering and (VI) defects.

A or No. 1 Quality, each bird shall: (I) be alert and have bright eyes

and other conditions indicating, health and vigor:; (II) be well feath-
ered (some broken feathers permitted providing they can be plucked
readily)s There may be a slight scattering of pin feathers; (III) be
of normal physical conformation, It may have a slightly curved breast-
bone (not over 1/4 in, from straight line in one direction) or other
slight abnormality in the shape of the breastbone if it does not
interfere with the normal distribution of the flesh, A deunt in the
breastbone shall not exceed L/4 inch in depth for turkey classes and
L/B inch in depth for other classes of poultry. The bird may also have
a slightly crooked back; (IV) have a well developed, moderately broad
and long breast, well fleshed throughout its entire length and thighs
and back well covercd with flesh according to age znd scxe There shall
be no appreccilable toughening of flesh if tender meat is A class regquire-
ment; (V) have breast, back, hips and pin bones, in the cass of classes
of young chickens and turkoy‘toms, showing fat, and in other classes

of poultry have those parts well covered with fat, .. chicken hen
(fowl) shall not have excessive abdominal fat; (VI) be frec of tears,
broken bones, and cxternal evidence of disease, It may have slight
scratches, slight bruises, or slight callouses (slightly thickened,
hardened, and darkened arcas of skin over the breastbone), any of
which nmstlnot materially affect its appearance, wspecially the breast,

when feathers are removed, It may also have slightly scaly legs,
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B or No. 2 Quality, cach bird shz2ll; (I) bc of good hralth and vigor; (II) bo

fairly well feathered, that 1s somc fcathors may be lacking on somc parts of the
body. There may be a moderatc number of pinfeutkers; (III) be of normal physical
conformation but may have a curved or crooked brcastbone (not over L/2 inch from
straight linc in one dircction or 1/4 inch in cither dircction) if it docs not
scriously interfoere with the normsl distributions of the flesh, It may have a
modcratcly crookcd back slightly swollen hock joints and slightly misshapen legs
or wings; (IV) be fairly well fleshed in rclation to longth and depth of tody,
with all parts fairly well covercd with flesh according to age and sex; there
shall be no apprecciable toughening of flesh if tender meat is a cless require-
ment; (V) have sufficicnt coverage of fat to prevent a dark appcarunces A
chicken hen may have ezcessive abdominal fat; (VI) be free of tears, broken
bones, and external evidence of discasc, It nay have slight breast blistoers
(nonc of which may be distended or discolorcd), slight scratches, slight bruiscs
hecavy callouscs (thickened, hardencd and darkcned areas of skin over the hreoast-
bone), and scriously scaly lcgs.

C or No, & Quality: BEach bird may (I) bc lacking in vigor (II) have largo

number of pinficuthers over all parts of the bird; may have completc lack of
feathcrs on the back: (III) have definitely curved, crooked or malformed broaste
bone, hunchback and other definite deformitics; (IV) have poorly developed,
narrow brecast, and thin covering of flesh over all parts of the bird; (V) have
only small amount of fat in feathor tracts wnd be completely lacking in fat on
back and thighs; (VI) havc large skin bruises, small flesh bruiscs, and scvere
breast blistcers, It may be slightly cripplcd but must bc free of brokcn bones,.
It shall be free of cxternul cvidence of discasc or any other condition which
would render it unfit for food,

Rejoet: Any bird boclow C or Noe 3 quality shall be classified as a roject, A
rcject is a bird that shows cvidence of discasc or that has large flesh bruis-e,
scvere discolorations, scverc injury, emaciation, and othor similar conditions

which will render the bird unfit for human food,
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New Jerscy Specifications for Grades for Live Poultry
These specifications for grudes arc applicable to all clusses of poultry
as previously defined, Each bird shall conform us ncurly as possible to the spee-
ifications of the respective standards of quality, a telerance is pcrmitted within
cach grade only as an allowance for variable efficiency and interpretation of
conscientious graders, and reasonablc variation from inspector's intcrpretation.

New Jcrscy Grade A or Nos. l: Each lot shall consist of a4 or No, 1 quality

birds, cxcept that 4 tolerance of 10 pcrcent B or Hoe. 2 quality shall be allowed,
provided no individu:l container in the lot shall have more birds of B or No. 2
quality than specified bolow (1) and . shall contuin no rejects,

New Jerscy Grade B or Hoe. 2: Bach lot shall consist of B or Hos 2 quality or

better, excopt that a tolcrance of 10 percemt of C or No. 3 quality shall be
allowed, provided no individuzl container in the lot shall have more birds of
C or Ho. 3 quality than specificd below, (1) and shall contain.no rojects.

Noew Jerscy Grade C or Noe 3: 4all cdible birds below B or Noe. 2 gqualitys WNo

rejcects allowed,
Noe. Grade: Lots of poultry containing rcjcets shall be classcd as "No Grade®.

(1) Maximum tolerances per individual container

Noe of birds in Maximum no. of birds of next
container lower quality ;llowed
Less than 10 1
10 to 15 2
16 to 20 3
21 to 25 4

26 to 30 )



Quality
Factor

(1)
Health & Vigor

(11)
Feathering

(111)
Conformation

(1Iv)
Fleshing

(v)
Fat Covering

(vi)
Defeects
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Summary of winimum New Jerscy Standards
for Individuul Livc Birds

Noe 1 or a
Quality

Alert & Vigorous

Well feathered with scate

tering of pin feathers

Slightly curved breastbone
or other slight abnormal
shape not to interfere with

distribution of flesh.
dent tor turkcys,
for all other cluasses,
Slightly crookcd bucks

Well developed moderatcly

broad and long broust.

fleshed throughout, thighs

and back well flecshed.

Tender meutced whore rge

quired,

(Young chickens and turkey
toms) showing fat on breast,
back, hips and pin bones,
(a1l other poultry) well
covered with fat on all

No exccssive abdom-

parts,
inal fat,

Free of tecars, broken bones,
and external evidence of
May have slight
scratches, slight bruises

or slight callouses any of
which must not affect the
dressed appearance of the
bird especially the breast,
Slightly scaly legs pcr-

disscase,

mitted,

1/8" dcnt

N’O. 2 or B
Juality

Heulthy & Vigorous

Some feathcrs lacking
with moderate number
pin feathers

Curved or crooked
breastbone not to
seriously interferc
with distribution of
flesh, Moderatecly
ecrookcd back, slightly
swollen hock joints,
slightly misshapen
legs or wings,

Fairly well fleshed in
relation to length and

Noe 3 or C
Quality

Lacking Vigor

Completc lack of
feathers on buzek
large number pin
feathers,

Crooked definitely
curved, or mul-
formecd breastbone,
hunch back und
other definite
doformitics,

Poorly devcloped
narrow breast,

depth of body 21l parts thin covering of

fairly well fleshed, .
Tender meated where
required,

Sufficient coverage of
fut to prevent dark
appearunce, Excessive
abdominal fat per-
mittﬁdc

Free of tears, broken
boncs and c¢xternul
evidecnee of discasc,

flesh over all
partse

lay Mmve small
amount of fat in
ferther tracts.
completely lack-
ing on beck and
thighs.,

ilay have large
skin bruises,
small flcsh

Slight breast blisters, bruises, severe

slight secrateches,

slight bruises, heavy
callouscs, scriously
scaly legs pormitted,.

breast blisters,
may bc slightly
crippled, Must
be frce of bro-
ken bones, exter-
nal cvidence of
discasc or any
condition renf:r .
ing the bird
unfit for food,
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
W. H. Allen, Secretary

W, W, Oley, Director
Division of Markets

A new law of +the State of New Jersey (Chapter 143, P, L, 1953)
regulates the buying, receiving and selling of shell eggs for human
consumption, It concerns honest identification of eggs as to their
source., ‘

This lew (which is reproduced in full on the following pages)
has been assigned to the Division of Markets of New Jersey State
Department of Agriculture for enforcement.

The Division of Markets is the same agency which for many years
has administered other laws affecting the egg industry, such as the
"New Jersey Fresh Egg Law" and the laws under which grades and stand-
ards of guality are established for official inspection programs. .

Members of the egg trade know, through long experience, that the
New Jersey Department of Agriculture is impartial and fair in perform-
ing the regulatory functions under the laws for whose enforcement it
is responsibles, They are assured that the policy of encouraging
voluntary compliance will be maintained in administering the new law.,

Persons, business organizations and marketing associations hav-
ing trade or brand names for eggs are invited to register these as
provided wunder the new law, Forms for application may be obtained
by writing to the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, 1 West
State Street, Trenton 8, N, J, Ask for forms for Chapter 143, P. L,
1953,

Technical assistance in matters relating to the marketing of
eggs 1is available upon request to the Bureau of Poultry Service at
the same address.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
We Ho Allen, Secretary

W, W, Oley, Director
Division of Markedts

A new law of the State of New Jersey (Chapter 143, P, L. 1953)
regulates the buying, receiving and selling of shell eggs for “human
consumption, It concerns honest identification of eggs as to their
source., ‘

This law ({whiech is reproduced in full on the following pages)
has been assigned to the Division of Markets of New Jersey State
Department of Agriculture for enforcement.

The Division of Markets is the same agency which for many years
has administered other laws affecting the egg industry, such as the
"New Jersey Fresh Egp Law" and the laws under which gredes and stend-
ards of quality are established for official inspection programsa.

Members of the egg trade know, through long experience, that the
New Jersey Department of Agriculture is impartial and fair in perform-
ing the regulatory functions under the laws for whose enforcement it
is responsible. They are assured that the poliecy of encouraging
voluntary compliance will be maintained in administering the new law,

Persons, business orgaenizations and marketing associations hav-
ing trade or brand names for eggs are invited to register these as
provided under the new law, Porms for application may be obtained
by writing to the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, 1 West

State Street, Trenton 8, N, J, Ask for forms for Chapter 143, P. L.
1953,

Technical assistence in matters relating to the marketing of
eggs 1is available upon request to the Bureau of Poultry Service at
the same address.



Cc 4::3—11s1n
Eggs
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defined,

C. 4:3-11.2¢
Source of
production,
permissione.

Co 4:3=11,3,
Register
trade mark
Or name.

You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

CHAPTER 143, LAWS OF 1953

An Act regulating the buying or receiving, and selling of
shell eggs for human consumption; providing restrictions
concerning the improper use of the name, in whole or in
part, of the State of New Jersey, or of any county or .
municipality thereof, for the purpose of source identifi-
cation; establishing a registry for trade names and labels
for eggs to be merketed for the economic protection of the
egg industry; providing penalties for violations; and pro-
viding for an appropriatione

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1, As used in this aét, the term "eggs" means avian eggs
intended for human consumption, and marketed or to be
mrketed in their natural form, in shells,

2. No person shall use any term or terms in branding,
labeling, marking, identifying, displaying or advertising
eges within the State of New Jersey which shall imply other
than the +true source of production. No person shall wuse
the neme; in whole or in part, of the Staté of New Jerseyy
or of any county or municipality thereof, for the purpose
of identifying the source of production of eggs, without
permission in writing from the Secretary of Agriculture
obtained by application upon forms to be provided. The
Secretary of Agriculture or his appointed agents, prior to
the granting of such permission, shall be satisfied of the
truth of such claims of the domestic origin of such eggs to
be so branded, 1labeled, marked, identified, displayed or
advertised, The Secretary of Agriculture shall have the
power to apply to a court of competent jurisdiction for ine
junctive or other relief, +to prevent any person or organi=
zation from wusing or attempting to use any brand, label,
marking, display identification or advertisement which im=-
properly implies the State of origin, quality, grade or
size of market eggs sold or offered for sale, either at
wholesale or retail, packed, repacked, stored or coming to
rest in New Jersey.

3. Any person or organization using or intending to use a
trade name, 1labél, mark, brand or other identification ine
dicating +that the eggs were produced within the State of
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New Jersey may register facsimile copies thereof with
the Secretary of Agriculture upon forms to be provided
and upon compliance with repulations made and promul=~

:gated by the State Board of Agriculture. The Secretary

of Agriculture shall cause to be set up a registry of
such names, labels, marks, brands or other identifications
for eggs and said registry shall be open for public in-
spection during the usual official hours.

4, All merkings on egg cases, cartons, packages, or
other containers or receptacles which have previously

been used for eggs, and which bear the trade names, labels,,

marks, brands or other identifications of a previous user,
shall be effectively obliterated before any further wuse
for egg marketing or selling purposes.

5, Labels or other 3identifying marks on egg cases or
cartans shall bear the name and address of the packer
or dealer, If eggs from a source other than the State
of New Jersey are packed, repacked, received or otherwise
handled at eny place in New Jersey, the address thereof
shall not be given such prominence in the design of the
label +that it shall be misleading by implying that the
eggs were produced in New Jersey. In all cases, the
S8tate of origin shaell be indicated in type of a size at
least equal +to that of +the type used for the name and
address of the packer, repacker or receiver, and the
following language shall be used:

"Produced In (State of Origin)®
"Packed By (Name of Packer or Dealer)
(P, 0. Address) New Jersey"

6o Any person who violates any of the provisions of

, this act shall be liable to a penalty of one hundred

-~

dollars ($100,00),

Te Jurisdiction of actions or proceedings +to enforce
end collect penalties under +this act 1is conferred upon
the County Courts, the county district courts and the
municipal courts in any county or municipality where
the defendant may be apprehended or served with process
or where he may reside, The court may proceed in =a

Ce 4:3~11,4,
Previous
markings
obliterated,

G. 4:25""1195.
Labels and
identifying
marks, speci
fications.

Co 4:3—11060
Penalty

Cs 4:3-11.7,
Jurisdiction
of courtss.




Co 4:3=11,8,
Arrest
without
warrant.

Co 4:3=1142,
Commitmenta.

Appro=-
priation.

sumary manneawiand arcthed prptessemay Jerbe Saitherya summons
or warrant and such penalties shall be enforced and col=-
lected pursuant to the Penalty Enforcement Law (N. J, S,
2A:58-1 et seq.). :

8. For a violation of any provision, for which a penalty
is prescribed, within the view of sany constable, police-
officer or member of the ®&State police, such constable,

officer or member may arrest the offender without a warrent
and take him "before & court having jurisdiction in the

county or municipality wherein such arrest is made.

9. If judgment is rendered for the plaintiff the court
shall cause a defendant, who shall fail to pay forthwith
the amount of the judgment rendered against him, and all
costs and charges incident thereto, to be committed +to
the county Jjail for a period of not less than five nor
more +than ninety days in the case of a first offense and
not less than ten nor more than two hundred days for a
second and each subsequent offense,

10. There is hereby appropriated to the State Department
of Agriculbure +the sum of fifteen thousand dollars
($15,000,00) for the enforcement of this act, when in-
cluded in any annual’ or supplemental appropriation act,

11, This-act shall take effect immediately.

Approved May 7, 1953,



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

POULTRY DIVISION

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE GRADING AND INSPECTION OF SHELL EGGS AND

UNITED STATES STANDARDS,

Washington 25, D. C.

A notice of a proposed revision of the
regulations governing the grading and
inspection of shell eggs and the United
States standards, grades, and weight
classes for shell eggs was published in
the FEDERAL REGISTER on November 25,
1954 (19 F. R. 7607). The revised regu-
lations hereinafter set forth will bring
the regulations, standards, and grades
for shell eggs together under a single
new Part 56 of the Code of Federal Regu-~
lations. The program is currently in
effect pursuant to regulations contained
in Part 55 and U, S. Standards, Grades,
and Weight Classes contained in Part
42, The provisions of Parts 55 and 42
applicable to shell eggs are hereby super-
seded as of the effective date of the
revision herein promulgated. The pro-
visions of Part 55 applicable to the in-
spection of egg products are not changed
by this action.

The revised regulations, standards, and
grades hereinafter set forth establish
requirements for facilities and operating
procedures with respect to grading and
packing eggs that are to bear a grade
mark, prescribe -the formr of the grade
mark, and change the standards of qual-
ity and weight classes for shell eggs.

After consideration of all relevant
matters presented, the revision herein-
after set forth is promulgated to become
effective March 1, 1955, except as gther-
wise provided in §§ 56.75, 56.218, 56.223,
56.226 and 56.228.

The revised regulations are as follows:
SUBPART' A—RULEs GOVERNING THE GRADING

AND INSPECTION OF SHELL EGGs

DEFINITIONS

Sec. Page

56.1 Meaning of words. 2

56.2 Terms defined. 2

ADMINISTRATION
56.3 Administration. 2
GENERAL

56.4 Basis of service. 2

56.5 Accessibility and conditlon of
products, 2

56.68 Supervislon. 2

56.7 Publications. 3

56.8 Other applicable regulations. 3

LICENSED GRADERS, INSPECTORS, SAMPLERS,
AND SUPERVISORS OF PACKAGING

§6.10 Who may be licensed. 3
56.11 Limited license may be Issued. 3
56.12 Suspension of license. 3
56.13 Cancellation of license. 3
56.14 Surrender ‘of license. 3
656.15  Political activity. 3
56.16 Identification. 3

GRADES,

APPLICATION FOR GRADING, INSPECTION, AND

sec SAMPLING Page
56.20 Who may obtain grading, inspectiou,
and sampling service. 3
656.21 How to make application for grading. 3
56.22 Fillng of application. 3
5623 Form of application. 3
56.24 When application may be rejected. 3
B56.25 ~When application may be withdrawn. 4
56.26 Authority of applicant. 3
6627 Order of service. ]
VIOLATIONS
56.30 Report of violations. 3
56.31 Denial of service. 4
IDENTIFYING AND MARKING PRODUCTS
56.35 Authority to use officlal ldentifica-
tion. 4
56.36 Approval of official identification. 4
56.37 Information required on grade mark. 4
56.38 Form of grade mark. 4
PREREQUISITES TO PACKAGING PRODUCTS WITH
GRADE IDENTIFICATION LABELS
56840 Supervisor of packaging required. 5
56.41 Candling and grading requirements
of shell eggs for packaging with
grade identification labels. 5
65642 Check-grading officially ldentlfied
eggs. 5
56.43 Limitations applicable to grade
marking consumer packages of A
and AA grade eggs. 5
FEES AND CHARGES
56.45 Payment of fees and charges. 5
5646 On a fee basis. 5
56.47 Fees for appeal grading. . 5
56.48 Fees for additional copies of grading
certificates. 5
56.49 Travel expenses and other charges. 5
56.50 Egg grading fees. 5
56.51 Additional charges. 5
56.52 On a contract basis, 5
56.53 Fees for grading service performed.
under cooperative agreement. 5
GRADING CERTIFICATE
66.65 Grading certificates and ssmpling
report forms. 5
56.56 @rading certificate issuance. 5
56.57 Disposition of grading certificates. 5
56.58 Advance information. 6
REGRADING AND APPEAL GRADING
56.60 Regrading of a graded product. 6
56.61 When appeal grading may be re-
quested. [
56.62 How to obtain appeal grading. 6
56.63 Record of filing time, 6
56.64 When an application for an appeal )
grading may be refused. 6
56.65 When an application for an appeal
grading may be withdrawn. 6
56.66 Order in which appeal gradings are
performed. 6

AND WEIGHT CLASSES FOR SHELL EGGS
[Reprinted from the Federal Register of February 1 and 4, 1955]

Effective March 1, 1955,

S&c.

56.67
56.68
56.69

Who shall make gppeal gradings.
Appeal grading certificate.
Superseded certificates.

FACILITY REQUIREMENTS

Applicabllity of facility and operat-
ing requirements.

Mintmum facllity and operating re-
quirements for shell egg grading
and packing plants.

56.756
56.76

SUBPART B—FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS

66.100 Application for grading service with
respect to shell eggs.

56.101 Application for the privilege to use
official lIdentificatlon and grade
labels on consumer packages of
gragea products.

SuBpaRT C—UNTITED STATES STANDARDS, GRADES,
AND WEIGHT CLASSES FOB SHELL EGGS

'UNITED STATES STANDARDS ¥OB QUALITY OF
INDIVIDUAL SHELL EGGS

8ec.

66.200
56.201
56.202
656.203
56.204
56.205
56.206
56.207
56.208
56.209
56.210
56.211
56.212

'ONITED STATES CONSUMFR GRADES AND WEIGHT
CLASSES FOR §HELL EGGS

Application.

AA quallty.

A quality.

B quallity.

C quality.

Dirty,

Check.

Leaker.

Terms descriptive of the shell,
Terms descriptive of the air cell.
Terms descriptive of the white.
Terms descriptive of the yolk.
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SUBPART A—GRADING AND INSPECTION OF
SHELL Eccs

DEFINITIONS

§ 56.1 Meaning of words. Under the
regulations in this part, words in the
singular shall be deemed to import the
plural and vice versa, as the case may
demand.

§56.2 Terms defined. For the pur-
pose of the regulations in this part,
unless the context otherwise requires,
the following terms shall be construed,
respectively, as follows:

(a) “Act” means the applicable pro-
visions of the Agricultural Marketing
Act of 1946 (60 Stat. 1087; 7 U. S. C.
1621 et seq.), or any other act of Con-
gress conferring like authority.

(b) *“Administrator” means the Ad-
ministrator of the Agricultural Market-
ing Service of the Department or any
other officer or employee of the Depart-
ment to whom there has heretofore been
delegated, or to whom there may here-
after be delegated the authority to act
in his stead.

(¢) “Applicant” means an interested
party who requests any grading service,
appeal grading, or regrading with re-
spect to any product.

(d) ‘“Case” means, when referring to
containers, an egg case, as used in com-
mercial practice in the United States,
holding 30 dozens of shell eggs.

(e) “Class” means any subdivision of
a product based on essential physical
characteristics that differentiate be-
tween major groups of the same kind,
species, or method of processing:

() “Condition” means any condition
(including, but not being limited to, the
state of preservation, cleanliness, sound-
ness, wholesomeness, or fitness for hu-
man food) of any product which affects
its merchantability.

(g) “Department” means the United
States Department of Agriculture.

(h) “Bggs of current production”
means shell eggs which have moved
through usual marketing channels since
the time they were laid, and have not
been held in refrigerated storage in ex-
cess of 60 days.

(1) “Grader” means any employee of
the Department authorized by the Secre-
tary, or any other person to whom a li-
cense has been issued by the Secretary,
to investigate and certify, in accordance
with the act and this part, to shippers
of products and other interested parties
the class, quality, quantity, and cone
dition of such products.

(j) “Grading” or “grading service”
means: (1) The act whereby a grader de-
termines, according to the regulations in
this part, the class, quality, quantity, or
condition of any product by examining
each unit thereof or each unit of the
representative sample thereof drawn by
a grader or sampler and issues a grading
certificate wijth respect thereto, except
that with respect to grading service per-
formed on a contract basis the issuance
of a grading certificate shall be pursuant
to a request therefor by the applicant
or the Service; (2) the act whereby the
grader identifies, according to the regu-
lations in this part, the graded product;
(3) continuous supervision, in an official
plant, of the handling or packaging of
any product; and (4) any regrading or
any appeal grading of a previously
graded product.
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statement, either written or printed,
issued by a grader pursuant to the act
and this part, relative to the class, quan-
tity, quality, or condition of products.

() “Inspector” means any employee
of the Department authorized by the
Secretary, or any other person to whom
a license has been issued by the Secre-
tary, to inspect and certify the quality,
quantity and condition of products.

(m) “Interested party” means any
person financially interested in a trans-
action involving any grading, appeal
grading, or regarding of any product.

(n) ‘“National supervisor” means (1)
the officer in charge of poultry grading
service of the Agricultural Marketing
Service, and (2) such other employee of
the Service as may be designated by
him.

(0) “Office of grading” means the of-
fice of any grader or sampler.

(p) “Official identification” means the
symbol represented by a stamp, label,
seal, mark, or other device approved by
the Administrator, affixed to any prod-
uct or to any container thereof, stating
that the product was graded or inspected
and indicating the class, quality, grade,
or condition of such product as deter-
mined by a grader.

(q) “Official plant” means any plant
in which the facilities and methods of
operation therein have been found by the
Administrator to be suitable and ade-
quate for grading service in accordance
with this part and in which grading
service is carried om.

(r) “Person” means any individual,
partnership, association, business trust,
corporation, or any organized group of
persons, whether incorporated or not.

(s) “Product” or “products” means
shell eggs of the domesticated chicken.

(1) “Quality” means the inherent
properties of any product which deter-
mine its relative degree of excellence.

(u) “Regulations” means the provi-
sions in this part.

(v) “Sampler” means any employee
of the Department authorized by the
Secretary, or any other person to whom
a license has been issued by the Secre-
tary, to draw samples of products for
grading by a grader or for lot analysis
under the act and this part.

(W) “Sampling” means the act of tak-
ing samples of any product for grading.

(x) “Sampling report” means a state-
ment, either written or printed, issued by
a sampler, identifying samples taken by
him for grading.

(y) “Secretary” means the Secretary
of the Department or any other officer
or employee of the Department to whom
there has heretofore been delegated, or
to whom there may hereafter be dele-
gated, the authority to act in his stead.

(z) “Service” means the Agricultural
Marketing Service of the Department.

(aa) ‘‘Supervisor of packaging” means
any employee of the Department author-
ized by the Secretary, cr any other per-
son to whom a license has been issued by
the Secretary, to supervise the packag-
ing and grade labeling of products.

ADMINISTRATION

§ 56.3 Administiration. The Admin-
istrator shall perform, for and under the
supervision of the Secretary, such duties
as the Secretary may require in the en-
forcement or administration of the pro-
visions of the act and this part. The
Administrator is authorized to waive for

of the regulations in this part to permit
experimentation so that new procedures,
equipment, and processing techniques
may be tested to facilitate definite im-
provements and at the same time to de-
termine full compliance with the spirit
and intent of the régulations in this part.

GENERAL

§ 56.4 Basis of grading service. (a)
Any grading service in accordance with
the regulations in this part shall be for
class, quality, quantity, or condition or
any combination thereof. Grading serv-
ice with respect to the determination of
the quality of products shall be on the
basis of the' “United States Standards,
Grades, and Weight Classes” as con-~
tained in Subpart C of this part. How=
ever, grading service may be rendered
with respect to products which are
bought and sold on the basis of institu-
tional contract specifications and such
service, when approved by the Adminis-
trator, shall be rendered on the basis of
the specifications of such contract. The
supervision of packaging shall be in ac-
cordance with such instructions as may
be approved or issued by the Adminis~
trator.

(b) Unless otherwise approved by the
area supervisor, continuous grading
service in an official plant may be rend-
ered only when a majority of the grad-
er’'s time each month 1s utilized in
performing grading for quality on the
basis of the United States Standards set
forth in Subpart C of this part.

(¢) Whenever grading service is per-
formed on a representative sample basis,
such sample shall be drawn and consist
of not less than the minimum number
of cases as indicated in the following
table: :

MINIMUM NUMBER OF CASES COMPRISING A
REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE

Cases in lot:

1
2 to 10, inclusive_ . 2
11 to 25, inclusive_ o oooo_.__ 3
26 to 50, inclusive . e L. 4
51 to 100, inclusive. e ._ 5
101 to 200, inclusive_ e 8
201 to 300, inclusive oo 11
301 to 400, inclusive. o _______. 13
401 to 500, inclusive oo cccao oo 14
501 to 600, incluslve . cunuaa 16

For each additional 35 cases, or fraction
thereof, in excess of 600 cases, one additional
case shall be included in the sample.

§ 56.5 Accessibility and condition of
product. (a) Each product for which
grading service is requested shall be so
conditioned and placed as to permit a
proper determination of the class, qual-
ity, quantity, or condition of such
product.

(b) Notwithstanding other applicable
provisions of this part, product may be
graded on the basis of a sample drawn
by an employee of a public warehouse;
and any certificate issued with respect
to such product shall have the words
‘““SAMPLE DRAWN BY WAREHOUSE EMPLOY-
EES,” in all capital letters, typed thereon.

§ 56.6 Supervision. All grading serv-
ice shall be subject to supervision at all
times by the applicable State supervisor,
circuit supervisor, area supervisor, and
national supervisor. Such service shall
be rendered where the facilities and con-
ditions are satisfactory for the conduct
of the service, and the requisite graders,
inspectors, and samplers are available,
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evidence that such grader incorrectly
graded a product, such supervisor shall
take such action as is necessary to cor-
rect the grading and to cause any im-
proper grade marks which appear on
the product or the containers thereof
to be corrected prior to shipment of the
product from the place of initial
grading.

§ 56.7 Publications. Publications un-
der the act and this part shall be made
in the FEDERAL REGISTER, the Service and
Regulatory Announcements of the De-
partment, and such other media as the
Administrator may approve for the
purpose.

§ 56.8 Other applicable regulations..

Compliance with the regulations in this
part shall not excuse failure to comply
with any other Federal, or any State,
or municipal applicable laws or regula-
tions.

LICENSED GRADERS, INSPECTORS, SAMPLERS,
AND SUPERVISORS OF PACKAGING

§56.10 Who may be licensed. (a)
Except as otherwise provided in para-
graph (c¢) of this section, any person
possessing proper qualifications, as de-
termined by an examination for com-
petency, and who is to perform grading
service may be licensed by the Secretary
as a grader.

(b) All licenses issued by the Secre-
tary shall be countersigned by the officer
in charge of the poultry grading service
of the Agricultural Marketing Service or
any other designated officer of such
Service.

(¢) No person may be licensed to
grade, inspect, or sample any product in
which he is financially interested.

§56.11 Limited license may be issued.
To any person possessing proper qualifi-
cations, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, there may be issued a limited
license by the Secretary to candle and
grade eggs on the basis of the “United
States Standards for quality of Individ-
ual Shell Eggs,” with respect to eggs
purchased from producers or eggs to be
packaged with official identification. No
person to whom a limited license is issued
by the Secretary shall have the authority
to issue any grading certificate; and all
eggs which are graded by any such per-
son shall thereafter be check-graded by
a grader. All limited licenses, issued by
the Secretary, are to be countersigned
by the officer in charge of the poultry
grading service of the Agricultural Mar-
keting Service or by any other official of
such service designated by such officer,

§56.12 Suspension of license. Pend-
ing final action by the Secretary, the
aforesaid officer in charge of the poultry
grading service may, whenever he deems
such action necessary, suspend any
license or limited license issued pursuant
to this part, by giving notice of such sus-
pension to the respective licensee or lim-
ited licensee, accompanied by a state-
ment of the reasons therefor. Within
seven days after the receipt of the afore~
said notice and statement of reasons by
such licensee or limited licensee, he may
file an appeal in writing, with the Secre-
tary supported by any argument or evi-
dence that he may wish to offer as to why

be suspended or revoked. After the ex-
piration of the aforesaid seven day period
and consideration of such argument and
evidence, the Secretary will take such
action as he deems appropriate with re-
spect to such suspension or revocation.
When no appeal is filed within the pre-
scribed seven days, the license is revoked.

§ 56.13 Cancellation of license. Upon
termination of his services as a grader,
inspector, sampler, or supervisor of pack-
aging, each licensee and limited licensee
shall surrender his license immediately
for cancellation.

§ 56.14 Surrender of license. Each
license and each limited license Whix?’l is
cancelled, suspended, or has exgired
shall immediately be surrendered by the
licensee or limited licensee to the office
of grading serving the area in which he
is located.

§56.15 Political activity. All graders,
inspectors, and samplers are forbidden
during the period of their respective ap-
pointments or licenses, to take an active
part in political management or in po-
litical campaigns. Political activities in
city, county, State, or national elections,
whether primary or regular, or in behalf
of any party or candidate, or any
measure to be voted upon, is prohibited.
This applies to all appointees, including,
but not being limited to, temporary and
cooperative employees, and employees on
leave of absence with or without pay.
Wilful violation of this section will con-
stitute grounds for dismissal in the case
of appointees and revocation of licenses
in the case of licensees.,

§ 56.16 Identification. All graders,
Inspectors, samplers, supervisors of pack-
aging, and persons holding limited li-
censes shall each have in possession at
all times, and present upon request, while
on duty, the means of identification fur-
nished by the Department to such person.

APPLICATION FOR GRADING, INSPECTION, AND
SAMPLING

§ 56.20 Who may obtain grading, in-
spection, and sampling service. An ap-
plication for grading, inspection, or
sampling service may be made by any
interested person, including, but not be-
ing limited to, the United States, any
State, county, municipality, or common
carrier, and any authorized agent of the
foregoing.

§ 56.21 How to make application for
grading—(a) On a fee basis. An appli-
cation for any grading service may be
made in any office of grading, or with
any grader, sampler, or inspector at or
nearest the place where the service is
desired. Such application for service
may be made orally (in person or by
telephone), in writing, or by telegraph.
If an application for grading service is
made orally, the office of grading, grader,
sampler, or inspector with whom such
application is made, or the Administra-
tor, may require that the application be
confirmed in writing.

(b) On a contract basis. An appli-
cation for continuous grading serviece
on a contract basis to be rendered in an
official plant must be made in writing
on forms approved by the Administrator
and filed with the Administrator,

§56.22 Filing of application. An
application for grading, inspection, or
sampling of a specified lot of any product
shall be regarded as filed only when made
pursuant to this part.

§56.23 Form of application. Each
application for grading, inspecting, or
sampling a specified lot of any product
shall include such information as may
be required by the Administrator in re-
gard to the product and the premises
where such product is to be graded,
inspected, or sampled.

§56.24 When application may be re-
jected. An application for grading serv-
ice, inspection service, or sampling serv-
ice may be rejected by the Administra-
tor (a) whenever the applicant fails to
meet the requirements of the regulations
prescribing the conditions under which
the service is made available; (b) when-
ever the product is owned by or located
on the premises of a person currently
denied the benefits of the act; (c)
where any individual holding office or a
responsible position with or having a sub-
stantial financial interest or share in
the applicant is currently denied the
benefits of the act or was responsible
in whole or in part for the current denial
of the benefits of the act to any person:
or (d) where he determines that the
application is an attempt on the part of
a person currently denied the benefits
of the act to obtain grading or inspec=
tion service. Each such applicant shall
be promptly notified by registered mail
of the reasons for the rejection. A writ-
ten petition for reconsideration of such
rejection may be filed by the applicant
with the Administrator if postmarked
or delivered within 10 days after the re-
ceipt of notice of the rejection. Such
petition shall state specifically the er-
rors alleged to have been made by the
Administrator in rejecting the applica-
tion. Within 20 days following the re-
ceipt of such a petition for reconsidera-
tion, the Administrator shall approve the
application or notify the applicant by
registered mail of the reasons for the
rejection thereof,

§56.25 When application may be
withdrawn. An application for grading
service may be withdrawn by the appli-
cant at any time before the service is
performed upon payment, by the appli-
cant, of all expenses Incurred by the
Service in connection with such appli-
cation.

§ 56.26 Authority of applicant. Proof
of the authority of any person applying
for any grading service may be required
at the discretion of the Administrator.

§56.27 Order of service. Grading
service shall be performed, insofar as
practicable, in the order in which appli-
cations therefor are made except that
brecedence may be given to any applica-
tion for an appeal grading. The service
shall not be liable in damages accruing
through acts of commission or omission
in the administration of this part.

VIOLATIONS

§56.30 Report of violations. Each
grader, inspector, sampler, and super-
visor of packaging shall report, in the
manner prescribed by the Administra-
tor, all violations and noncompliances
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such grader, inspector, sampler, or super-
visor of pacKkaging has knowledge.

§ 56.31 Denial of service. (a) The
following acts or practices may be
deemed sufficient cause for the debar-
ment of any person by the Administrator
from any or all benefits of the act for a
specified period, after notice and oppor-
tunity for hearing has been accorded
him:

(1> Misrepresentation, deceptive, or
fraudulent act or practice. Any wilful
misrepresentation or any deceptive or
fraudulent act or practice found to be
made or committed by any person in
connection with:

(i) The making or filing of any appli-
cation for any grading service, inspection
service, or sampling service, appeal, or
regrading service;

(ii) The making of the product acces-
sible for sampling, grading, or inspec-
tion;

(iii) The use of any grading certifi-
cate or inspection certificate issued pur-
suant to the regulations in this part or
the use of any officlal stamp, label, or
identification;

(iv) The use of the terms “United
States,” or “U. S.” in conjunction with
the grade of the product;

(v) The use of any of the aforesaid
terms or an official stamp, label, or iden-
tification in the labeling or advertising
of any product; or

(vi) The use of the terms “Govern-
ment graded,” “Federal-State graded,”
“U. 8. Inspected,” “Government in-
spected,” or terms of similar import in
the labeling or advertising of any prod-
uct.

(2) Use of facsimile forms. The une
authorized use of a form which simulates
in whole or in part any official certificate,
stamp, label, or identification authorized
to be issued or used under the regulations
in this part to evidence the inspection
or grade of any product.

(3) Wilful violation of the regulations.
Any wilful violation of the regulations in
this part.

(4) Interfering with a grader or in-
spector. Any interference with or ob«
struction of any grader or inspector in
the performance of his duties by intimi-
dation, threat, bribery, assault, or any
other improper means.

(5) Misleading labeling. The use of
the terms “Government graded,” “Fed-
eral-State graded,” or terms of similar
import in the labeling of any product
without stating in the label the U. 8.
grade of the product as determined by
an authorized grader.

(68) Miscellaneous. The existence of
any of the conditions set forth in § 56.24
constituting a basis for the rejection of
an application for grading or inspection
service.

(b) Whenever the Administrator has
reason to believe that any persan, or his
employee, agent, or representative has
fiagrantly or repeatedly committed any
of the acts or practices specified in para-
graph (a) of this section, he may with-
out hearing direct that the benefits of
the act be denied such person pending
investigation and hearing and shall give
niotice thereof by registered mail. A
written petition for reconsideration of

Administrator by any person so denied
the benefits of the act if postmarked or
delivered within 10 days after notice of
the interim denial. Such petition shall
state specifically the errors alleged to
have been made by the Administrator in
denying the benefits of the act pending
investigation and hearing. Within 20
days following the receipt of such a
petition for reconsideration, the Admin-
istrator shall reinstate the benefits of the
act or notify the petitioner by registered
mail of the reasons for continued interim
denial.

IDENTIFYING AND MARKING PRODUCTS

§ 56.35 Authority o use official identi-
fication. Whenever the Administrator
determines that the granting of author-
ity to any person to package ahy prod-
uct, graded pursuant to this part, and
to use official identification, pursuant to
§8§ 56.36 to 56.43, both inclusive, will not
be inconsistent with the act and this
part, he may authorize such use of official
identification. An application for such
authority shall be submitted to the Ad-
ministrator in such form as he may
require,

§ 56.36 Approval of official identifica-
tion. Any label or packaging material
which bears any official identification
shall be used only in such manner as the
Administrator may prescribe. No label
or packaging material bearing official
identification may be used unless fin-
ished copies or samples of such labels
and packaging material have been ap-
proved by the Administrator. No label
bearing the official identification shall be
printed for use until the printer’s final
proof has been approved by the Admin-
istrator; and no label bearing any official
identification shall be used until finished
copies or samples of such label have been
approved by the Administrator. A label
which bears official identification shall
not bear any statement that is false or
misleading. If the label is printed or
otherwise applied directly to the con-
tainer, the principal display panels of
such container shall for this purpose be
considered as the label. The label shall
contain the name and address of the
packer ‘or distributor of the product, the
name of the product and a statement of
the net contents of the container. Any
present supply of labels approved pur-
suant to the applicable provisions of
Part 55 of this chapter prior. to the
effective time of this revision may con-
tinue to be used until such present supply
is exhausted provided it is exhausted
within two years from the effective time
of this part.

§ 56.37 Informatlion required on grade
mark. Except as otherwise authorized,
each grade mark which is to be used
shall conspicuously indicate the letters
“USDA,” the U. 8. grade of the product
it identifies and if not shown prominent-
ly elsewhere on the labeling material, the
appropriate weight class of the eggs.
The plant number of the official plant
where the eggs were graded and packed
shall be set forth if it does not appear
elsewhere on the packaging material.
In addition, one of the following terms
shall be included: “Graded Under Fed-
eral-State Supervision,” or “Graded
Under U. S. and (State) Supervision,” or

Such grade marks shall be contained
within the outline of a shield of such de-~
sign as may be approved by the Admin-
istrator. When eggs have been graded
pursuant to this part and are packaged,
the grade mark affixed to each such
package shall have stamped thereon the
date of grading unless such label is
printed on the carton, in which case the
date of grading shall be legibly applied
to the carton in a manner satisfactory to
the Administrator.

§56.38 Form of grade mark. The
grade mark permitted to be used to of-
ficially identify cartons containing one
dozen shell eggs, which are graded pur-
suant to the regulations in this part,
shall be contained in a shield of the form
and design indicated in the examples in
Figure 1 of this section. The informa-
tion (including the form and arrange-
ment of its wording) which is to be in-
cluded in such marks shall be: (1) The
letters “USDA™ (2) the U. 8. grade,
such as, “U. 8. A Grade,” (3) the size
or weight class of the produect, such as,
“large,” and (4) shall include one of the
following phrases: “Graded Under Fed-
eral-State Supervision,” or “Graded
Under U. S. and (State) Supervision,”
or a term of similar import. The grade
mark shall be printed on the carton or on
a label used to seal the carton. When
the grade mark is printed on a tape used
to seal the carton automatically, the
size or weight class of the product may
be shown on the main panel of the car-
ton rather than within the grade mark
and in such instances the form of the
grade mark shall be as indicated in Fig~
ure 2 of this section. The grade mark
shall also include the plant number of
the official plant where the product was
packed, if the appropriate plant number
does not appear elsewhere on the pack-
aging material. In addition, the date
the eggs were graded shall be shown
either on the grade mark used to seal
the carton or applied in a legible manner
elsewhere on the carton and such date
of the grading shall be expressed as the
month and day or as the consecutive day
of the year. The grade mark shall not
be less than 1% inches in height, and
should not exceed 1%; inches in height,
The size of the letters designating the
grade and size shall be not less than ¥,
inch in height. The size of the print and
the arrangement of the other informa-
tion within the shield shall be in ap-
proximately the same proportion as is
shown in the examples in Figures 1 and
2 of this section,

u.s. AGRADE

LARGE

Graded Under
Federal-State Supervision

FIGURE 1.
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PREREQUISITES TO PACKAGING PRODUCTS
WITH GRADE IDENTIFICATION LABELS

§56.40 Supervisor of packaging re-
quired. The official identification of any
graded or inspected product, as provided
in §§ 56.36 to 56.43, both inclusive, shall
be done only under the supervision of a
grader, inspector, or supervisor of pack-
aging. The authority to use grade iden-~
tification labels may be granted by the
Administrator only to applicants who
make the services of a grader, inspector,
or supervisor of packaging available for
use in accordance with this part. The
grader, inspector, or supervisor of pack-
aging shall have supervision over the
use and handling of all material bearing
any official identification.

§ 56.41 Candling and grading require-~
ments of shell eggs for packaging with
grade identification labels. Shell eggs
shall not be packaged with any grade
identification label unless such eggs are
first candled and graded (a) by a grader,
or (b) by a limited licensee, pursuant
to §56.11 and thereafter check-graded
by a grader.

§ 56.42 Check-grading officially iden-
tified eggs. Shell eggs which have been
officially graded and which bear a grade
mark or grade identification label, if
temporarily held at the place where
graded in excess of four days from the
time they were graded, shall be check-
graded prior to shipment from the place
of initial grading. Such check-grading
shall be in addition to any check-grad-
ings which are made to determine the
initial grade of the lot.

§ 56.43 Limitations applicable to
grade marking consumer packages of A
and AA grade eggs. FEggs which are to
be grade marked as U. S. A or AA grade
and packed in consumer packages shall
be packed from eggs of current produc-
tion. Eggs known to possess undesirable
odors and flavors shall not be officially
identified as U. S. Grade A or AA.

FEES AND CHARGES

§ 56.45 Payment of fees and charges.
(a) Fees and charges for any grading
service shall be paid by the interested
party making the application for such
grading service, in accordance with the
applicable provisions of this section and
§§ 56.46 to 56.53, both inclusive; and, if
so required by the grader, inspector, or
sampler, such fees and charges shall be
paid in advance.

(b) Fees and charges for any grading
service shall, unless otherwise required
pursuant to paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, be paid by the interested party
making application for such grading
service by check, draft, or money order
payable to the Agricultural Marketing
Service and remitted promptly to the
Service.

(¢c) Fees anff charges for any grading
service under a cooperative agreement
with any State or person shall be paid
in accordance with the terms of such
cooperative agreement by the interested
party making application for any such
grading service.

§56.46 On a fee basis. (a) Unless
otherwise provided in this part, the fees
to be charged and collected for any serv-
ice (other than for an appeal grading)
performed, in accordance with this part,
on a fee basis shall be based on the ap-
plicable rates specified in §§ 56.48 and
56.50.

(b) In the event the aforesaid appli-
cable rates are deemed by the Adminis-
trator to be inadequate fully to reimburse
the Service for all costs and other items
paid or incurred by the Service in con-
nection with such service, the fees for
such service shall not be based on the
rates specified in §§56.48 and '56.50..
but shall bebased on the time required
to perform such service and the travel of

each sampler, grader, inspector, and super
visor of ‘packaging at the rate of $4.00 per

hour for the time actually required.

(c) If an applicant requests that any
grading service be performed on a holi-
day or a non-work day, *he may be
charged for such service at a rate one
and one-half times the rate which would
otherwise be applicable for such service
if performed other than on a holiday or
non-work day.

§ 56.47 Fees for appeal grading. The
fees to be charged for any appeal grad-
ing shall be double the fee specified in
the grading certificate from which the
appeal is taken: Provided, That, the fee
for any appeal grading requested by the
United States, or any agency or instru-
mentality thereof, shall be the same-as
set forth in the grading certificate from
which the appeal is taken. If the fee on
the certificate from which the appeal is
taken is based on a contract, then the
fee for such appeal grading shall be
double the amount specified in § 56.50
for the applicable volume of product
appeal graded. If the result of any ap-
peal grading discloses that a material
error was made in the grading appealed
from, no fee shall be required.

§ 56.48 Fees for additional copies of
grading certificates. Additional copies
of ‘any grading certificates, other than
those provided for in § 56.57, may be
.supplied to any interested party upon
payment of a fee of $1.50 for each set of
five or fewer copies.

§ 56.49 Travel expenses and other
charges. Charges may be made to cover
the cost of travel and other expenses
incurred by the Service in connection
with the performance of any grading
service. Such charges shall include the
costs of travel, per diem, and other ex-
penses, plus a charge of 10 percent of
the amount charged for said travel, per
diem, and other expenses to cover ad-
ministrative .costs of the Department,
When travel and other expenses are
charged in connection with any grading
the minimum charge which shall be
made shall be $0.50,

§ 56.50 Egg grading fees. For each
grading, or regrading pursuant to § 56.60,
of any lot of eggs, the following fees shall

be applicable and shall he computed on
the basis of the number of packages in
such lot, except in instances where more
than one lot of eggs is involved in a single
grading for contract acceptance of prod-
ucts to be delivered to an individual re-
ceiver the charge for examining each lot
in excess of one may be based on the
time required 'at the rate specified in
§ 56.46 (b).

Fee
For 10 packages or less.—.__...____. $1. 80
For 11 to 25 packages, inclusive_____. 3.00
For 26 to 50 packages, inclusive______ 4. 00
For 51 to 100 packages, inclusive_.___ 5.50
For 101 to 200 packages, inclusive__.._. 8. 50
For 201 to 300 packages, inclusive_____ 11.50
,For 301 to 400 packages, inclusive_____ 13.50
For 401 to 500 packages, inclusive_.._. 15.50
For 501 to 600 packages, inclusive_.___ 17.50

‘For each additional 35 packages, or

fraction thereof, in excess of 600
Packages o e 1.00

§ 56.51 Additional chgrges. With re-

‘spect to any grading service performed

in a freight or express car or any other
place where the entire lot of the product
is not readily accessible to the grader,
inspector, or sampler, if the time required
for the performance of such service is
greater than would otherwise be required
if the entire lot were readily accessible,
as aforesaid, a fee of $4.00 shall be
charged in addition to the applicable
rates specified in § 56.50.

§ 56.52 On a contract basis. Fees to
be charged and collected for any serv-
ice, other than for an appeal grading, on
a confract basis shall he such as are
provided in such contract. The fees to
be charged for any appeal grading shall
be as provided in § 56.47,

§ 56.53 Fees for grading service per=
formed. under cooperative agreement.
The fees to be charged and collected for
any service performed under coopera-
tive agreement shall be those provided
for by such agreement.

GRADING CERTIFICATES

§ 56.55 Grading certificates and sam-
pling report forms. Grading certificates
and sampling report forms shall be is-
sued on forms approved by the Adminis-
trator.

§ 56.56 Grading certificate issuance.
Each grader shall issue a grading cer-
tificate covering each product graded ex-
cept that with respect to grading service
performed on a contract basis the issu-
ance of a grading certificate shall be
pursuant to a request therefor by the
applicant or the Service. A grader shall
not sign any certificate covering any
product not graded by him,

§ 56.5'7 Disposition of grading certifi-
icales, The original of any grading cer-
tificate, issued pursuant to § 56.56, and
not to exceed three copies thereof, shall,
immediately upon issuance, be delivered
or mailed to the applicant or person
designated by him. One copy shall be
filed in the office of grading serving the
area in which the grading service was
performed, and all other copies shall be
filed in such manner as the Adminis-
trator may approve. Additional copies
of any such certificate may be supplied to
any interested party as provided in
§ 56.48.
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§ 56.58 Advance information. Upon
request of an applicant, all or part of the
contents of any grading certificate issued
to such applicant may be telephoned or
telegraphed to him, or to any person
designated by him, at his expense,

REGRADING AND APPEAL GRADING

§ 56.60 Regrading of a-graded prod-
uct—(a) Application for regrading. An
application for a regrading may be made
by any interested party who dquestions
the representativeness of the sample
upon which a previous grading was made,
if the identity of the product has not
been lost, and the product has not been
subjected to conditions which may have
caused a change in the product. Such
application shall be made within two
days following the day on which the
grading was performed. Upon approval
of the Administrator, the time within
which such application for a regrading
may be made may be extended. An ap-
plication for a regrading may be granted
only after the original grading certifi-
cate covering the product in question
has been surrendered by the applicant
to the Service.

(b) Regrading procedure. A regrad-
ing of a previously graded lot shall be
-made by examining an additional sample
drawn from the product in question.
The additional sample shall be not less
than the minimum number of cases
specified in §56.4 (¢c). The grade as-
signed to the resgraded product shall be
determined on the basis of the averaged
findings of both the original and regrade
samples.

(c) Regrading certificate. Immedi-
ately after a regrading has been com-
pleted, a regrading certificate shall be
issued showing the results of such re-
grading; and such certificate shall super-
sede the grading certificate previously
issued for the product involved. Each
regrading certificate shall clearly iden-
tify the number and date of the grading
certificate it supersedes, and such super-
sedure shall be effective as of the time
of issuance of such regrading certificate.
The provisions of §§ 56.55 to 56.58, both
inclusive, shall, whenever applicable, also
apply to regrading certificates except
that copies of such regrading certificates
shall be furnished each interested party
of record.

§ 56.61 When appeal grading may be
requested. An application for an appeal
grading may be made by any interested
party who is dissatisfied with any deter-
mination stated in any grading certifi~
cate, if the identity of the samples, or
the product, has not been lost; and such
‘application for an appeal grading shall
be made within two days following the
tlay on which the grading was performed.
AUpon approval by the Administrator, the
time within which an application for an
appeal grading may be made may be
extended.

§ 56.62 How to obtain appeal grading.
Appeal grading may be obtained by fil-
ing a request therefor (a) with the Ad-
ministrator, (b) with the grader or
inspector who issued the grading cer-
tificate with respect to which the appeal
grading is requested, (c) with the im-
mediate superior of such grader or in-
spector,.or (d) with the officer in charge

of any office of grading, The applica=-
tion for appeal grading shall state the
reasons therefor and may be accom-
panied by a copy of the aforesaid grading
certificate or any other information the
applicant may have secured regarding
the product, at the time of grading, from
which the appeal is requested. Such ap-
plication may be made orally (in person
or by telephone), in writing, or by tele-
graph. If made orally, written confirma-
tion may be required.

§ 56.63 Record of filing time. A rec=
ord showing the date and hour when
each such application for appeal grad-
ing -is received shall be maintained in
such manner as the Administrator may
prescribe.

§ 56.64 When an application for an
appeal grading may be refused. If it
appears to the Administrator that the
reasons for an appeal grading are frivo-
lous or not substantial, or that the qual-
ity or condition of the products has un-
dergone & material change since the
grading from which the appeal is made,
or the identical products graded cannot
be made accessible for regrading, or the
act or this part has not been complied
with, the Administrator may refuse the
applicant’s request for the appeal grad-
ing; and such applicant shall be prompt-
1y notified of the reasons for such re-
fusal,

§ 56.65 When an application for an
appeal grading may be withdrawn., An
application for appeal grading may be
withdrawn by the applicant at any time
before the appeal grading is made upon
payment, by the applicant, of all ex-
penses incurred by the Service in con=-
nection with such application.

§ 56.66 Order in which appeal grad-
ings are performed. Appeal gradings
shall be performed, insofar as practical,
in the order in which applications there-
for are received; and any such applica=-
tion may be given precedence pursuant
to § 56.27,

§ 56.67 Who shall make appeal grad-
ings. An appeal grading of any graded
product shall be made by any grader
(other than the one from whose grading
the appeal is made) designated for this
purpose by the Administrator; and,
whenever practical, such appeal grading

‘shall be conducted jointly by two such

graders.

§ 56.68 Appeal grading certificate.
Immediately after an appeal grading has
been completed, an appeal grading cer-
tificate shall be issued showing the re-
sults of such appeal grading; and such
certificate shall supersede the grading
certiflcate previously issued for the prod-
uct involved. Each appeal grading cer-
tificate shall clearly identify the number
and date of the grading certiflcate which
it supersedes; and such certificate shall
thereupon supersede the grading certifi-
cate for the product involved, and such
supersedure shall be effective as of the
time of issuance of the grading certificate
with respect to which the appeal is made.
The provisions of §§ 56.55 to 56.58, both
inclusive, shall, whenever applicable, also
apply to appeal grading certificates ex-
cept that copies.of such appeal grading
certificates shall be furnished each inter-
ested party of record.

§56.69 Superseded certificates.
Whenever any grading certificate is
superseded in accordance with this part,
such certificate shall become null and
void and, after the effective time of the
supersedure, shall no longer represent
the class, quality, quantity, or condition
of the product described therein. If the
original and all copies of such superseded
certificate are not delivered to the person
issuing the regrading or appeal grading
certificate, he shall notify such persons
as he considers necessary to prevent
fraudulent use of the superseded
certificate.

FACILITY REQUIREMENTS

§ 56.75 Applicability of facility and
operating requirements. The provisions
of § 56.76 shall become effective January
1, 1956, and shall apply to grading serv=-
ice with respect to shell eggs that are
graded and packed in consumer packages
(such as one-dozen cartons) and which
bear a grade mark. The provisions of
§ 56.76 also shall be applicable to any
grading service that is provided on a resi-
dent or contract basis.

§ 56.76 Minimum facility and operat-
ing requirements for shell egg grading
and packing plants—(a) General re-
quirements for buildings and plant facil-
ities. (1) Buildings shall be of sound
construction so as to prevent, insofar as
practicable, the entrance or harboring
of vermin,

(2) Grading and packing rooms shall
be of sufficient size to permit installation
of necessary equipment and the conduct
of grading and packing in a sanitary
manner. These rooms shall be kept rea-
sonably clean during grading and pack-
ing operations and shall be thoroughly
cleaned at the end of each operating day.

(3) Adequate lavatory and toilet ac-
commodations shall be provided; and
toilet and locker rooms shall be kept in
a clean and sanitary condition.

(b) Grading room requirements. The
grading room shall be adequately dark-
ened to make possible accurate quality
determination of the candled appearance
of eggs.

(1) There shall be no crossbeams of
light, and light reflection from candling
lights shall be kept at a minimum,

(2) Candling benches shall be con-
structed so as to permit cleaning and
provide ample shelf space for convenient
placement of the different grades to be
packed.

(3) The candling lights shall be capa-
ble of delivering reasonably uniform in-
tensity of light at the candling aperture
to facilitate accurate quality determina-
tions; and the lights shall provide ample
case light for detection of stained and
dirty shells and the condition of the
packing material.

(4) Individual egg scales shall be pro-
vided to check accuracy of weight
classing.

(5) Weighing equipment, -whether
manual or automatic, shall be protected
against dust and shall be capable of
ready adjustment.

(6) Adequate ventilation shall be
provided.
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(¢) Cooler room requirements., (1)
Cooler rooms shall have refrigeration
facilities capable of reducing within 24
hours and holding the maximum volume
of eggs handled to 55° F., if eggs are to
be held not longer than one week. If
eggs are held for longer periods than
one week, refrigeration facilities suffi-
clent to hold the eggs at 40° F. or below
are required.

(2) Cooler rooms shall be free from
objectionable odors and from mold, and
shall be maintained in a sanitary
condition.

(d) Shell egg treating operations.
Shell egg treating (oil processing) oper-
ations shall be conducted in a manner
as will avoid contamination of the prod-
uct and maximize conservation of its
quality.

(1) Eggs with apparent moisture on
the shell shall not be shell treated.

(2) The processing oil shall always be
warmer than the eggs,

(3) Oil having any off odor, or that is
obviously contaminated, shall not be
used in shell egg treatment.

(4) Processing oil that has been pre-
viously used and which has become con-
taminated shall be filtered and heat
treated at 180° P, for three minutes
prior to use.

(5) Shell egg processing equipment
shall be washed, rinsed, and treated

‘with a bactericidal agent each time the

oil is removed. It is preferable to filter
and heat treat processing oil, and clean
processing equipment daily when in use.

(6) Adequate coverage and protec-
tion against dust and dirt shall be pro-
vided when the equipment is not in use.

(e) Shell egg cleaning operations. (1)
Shell egg cleaning equipment shall be
kept in good repair and shall be cleaned
after each day’s use or more frequently
if necessary.

(2) The wash water temperature shall
always be warmer than the eggs.

(3) The wash water shall be replaced
frequently and the detergent and soni-
tizer shall be kept at an effective level
at all times,

(4) Washed eggs shall be dry before
casing.

(f) Requirements for eggs to be offi-
cially grade marked. (1) Shell eggs
which are to bear the official grade mark
shall meet the following temperature
requirements: They shall be cooled or
tempered to within 45° F. to 70° F. be-
fore the official grading is made. Eggs
which are to be temporarily held in the
plant shall be placed under refrigeration
of 55° F, or below within 24 hours after
grading. If held longer than one week,
they shall be held at 40° F. or below.

(2) Every reasonable precaution shall
be exercised to prevent “sweating” of
eges.

(3) Only new or good used (free from
obvious stains, mold, dirt, off odor, or
breakage, and of sufficient strength and
durability to adequately protect the
product during normal distribution)
packing materials and cases shall be
used for egss which are officially
identified.

SUBPART B—FORMS AND INSTRUCTIONS
APPLICATION FOR GRADING SERVICE

§ 56.100 Application for grading serv-
ice with respect to shell eggs.

Application is hereby made, in accordance
with the applicable provisions of the regula-
tions (7 CFR Part 56) governing the grading
and Inspection of shell eggs and the United
States standards, grades, and welght classes
for shell eggs, for grading service to be per-
formed at the plant herelnafter deslgnated'

(Name ot plant)

(City and State)

(a) Upon approval of this application by
the Agricultural Marketing Service, Unilted
States Department of Agriculture (herein-
after referred to as “AMS”), AMS will furnish
grading service In accordance with the terms
and conditions hereof.

(b) In making thls application, the ap-
plicant agrees to comply with the terms and
conditions of the aforesaid regulations (in-
cluding such applicable instructions as may
be issued from tlme to time by the Ad-
ministrator), and such other conditions as
herelnafter enumerated.

(c) The applicant agrees to pay for the
full cost of the grading service covered here-
by to AMS at the time the respective invoices
are rendered by AMS. The full costs shall
comprise such of the following items as
may be due and may be included, from time
to time, in the involces covering the period
or perlods during which the grading service
may be rendered:

(1) A charge of $4.00 per hour and ex-
penses for the initial survey of the desig-
nated plant and its premises prior to the
performance by the Service of the grading
service covered hereby;

(11) A charge of $100.00 for the final survey
and inauguration of the grading service in-
cluding the assignment of one grader and
one alternate grader, provided they are in-
stalled at the same time;

(i11) A charge of $50.00 for each additional
grader or replacement of a previously as-
signed grader to the designated plant:
Provided, That, in the sole discretion of the
Service no such charge will be made for a
temporary replacement when such replace-
ment is made by the use of a regular em-
ployee of the Service, or when the replace-
ment Is made necessary by the transfer of
an employee of the Service for the sole bene-
fit of the Service.

(lv) A charge equal to the salary costs

paid to each grader assigned to the appli-
cant’s plant by AMS, including earned
annual leave and, If necessary, earned sick
leave: Provided, That, no charge 1s to be
made for salary costs of any assigned grader
of the designated plant while temporarily
reassigned by AMS to perform grading serv-
ice for other than the applicant except when
the assigned grader 1s performing inspee-
tions for the Department of Defense on prod-
ucts accepted for delivery by the applicant
to the Department of Defense, in which case
the applicant will be given credit for the
service rendered based on a formula con-
curred in Jointly by the Departments of De-
fense and Agriculture.

(v) A charge equal to the salary costs,
travel expenses and per diem paid by AMS
to any grader whose services are required for
relief purposes when regular graders are on
annual or sick leave;

(vl) A charge for the actual cost to AMS
of any travel and per diem incurred by each
grader assigned to the plant while in the
performance of grading service rendered the
applicant:

(vii) A charge, at the sole discretion of
AMS, of an amount not in excess of the
.actual cost to AMS of the travel (including
the cost of movement of household goods
and dependents) and per dlem with respect

from the New Jersey State Library.

to each grader who 1s transferred from an
official station to the designated plant;

(vill) A charge included in salary costs
equal to the Employer's tax imposed under
the United States Internal Revenue Code
(26 U. 8. C.) for Old Age and Survivor’s bene-
fits under the Soclal Security System; .

(iIx) An administrative service charge
based upon the aggregate number of thirty-
dozen cases of shell eggs handled in the plant
per month, and computed in accordance
with the following table:

COMPUTATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE

CHARGES
0 to 500 cases $25. 00
501 to 1,750 cases 33.25
1,751 to 2,750 CASeB_ commcmmaae 38. 00
2,751 to 3,750 42,75
3,751 to 5,000 47.50
5,001 to 6,000 52.25
6,001 to 7,000 67.00
7,001 to 8,000 cases 61.75
8,001 to 9,000 CASESwmmc oo 66. 50
3 71.25
176. 00
80. 75
85.50
90. 25
95. 00

(x) A charge of $4.00 per hour plus actual
costs to AMS for per diem and travel costs
incurred in rendering services not specifically
covered by this contract; such as, surveys
in addition to the initial and final;

(x1) A charge equal to 7 percent of the
salary paid by AMS of each grader exclusive
of one regular grader whose salary 1s paid by
AMS,

. (d) The applicant shall designate, in writ-
‘ing, the employees of the applicant who will
be required and authorized, to furnish each
grader with such iInformation as may be
necessary for the performance of the gradlng
service. ’

It 1s agreed that:

(a) AMS will provide an adequate number
aof graders to perform the grading service
covered hereby;

(b) At the sole discretion of AMS the
graders may be elther a Federal or State
employee or a licensed employee of the
applicant;

(c) AMS shall not be responsible for dam-
ages accruing through any acts of commis-
slon or omission on the part of any grader;

(d) The provisions hereof shall continue
In full force and effect from its effective date
until suspended, withdrawn, or terminated,
by (1) mutual consent of the applicant and
AMS, (ii) written notice given by elther
party to the other to take effect on a spe-
cific date not less than 30 days from the
date of the glving of such notice; '(il1) one
(1) day’s written notice by AMS to the ap-
plicant, if the applicant falls to honor any
invoice within thirty (30) days after date
of invoice covering the cost of the grading
service as herein provided; or (iv) termina-
tlon of the services requested herein pur-
suant to the provisions in the following
paragraph (e);

(e) The services to be rendered hereunder
shall be terminated by AMS at any time AMS,
acting pursuant to any applicable laws, rules,
or regulations, debars the applicant from
receiving any further benefits of the service,
or the services hereunder may be suspended
or terminated at any time AMS concludes
that the applicant has not conformed, or
cannot conform, hereto;

(f) All terms used herein shall have the
same meaning as when used in the afore-
said regulations and Instructions;

(g) A federally eu.ployeu grader will be
required to confine his activities to those
duties necessary in the rendering of grad-
ing service and such closely related activi-
ties as may be approved by AMS: Provided,
That, in no instance. will the federally
employed grader assume the duties of
management;
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(h) No member of or Delegate to Con-
gress, or Resident Commissioner, shall be
admitted to any share or part of this agree~
ment or to any benefit that may arise there-
from unless derived through the agreement
made with a corporation for its general bene-
fit.

(1) Special provisions and limitations:

(Applicant)
By - ——
T (streety
(City) (State)
(Date)
Approved:
BY oo
(Title)
(Date)

Agricultural Marketing Service,
U. S. Department of Agriculture.

§ 56.101 Application for the privilege
to use official identification and grade
labels on consumer packages of graded
products.

Application is hereby made, in accordance
with the provisions of the regulations (7
CFR Part 56) governing the grading and in-
spection of shell eggs and the United States
standards, grades, and welght classes for
shell eggs, for the privilege of using, sub-
Jject to such regulations, official identification
and grade labels on consumer packages of
shell eggs.

In requesting this privilege, the applicant
agrees to conform to the aforesaid regula-
tions and such instructions covering grading
and inspection of shell eggs as may be issued
by the Administrator of the Agricultural
Marketing Service. The applicant further
agrees to furnish the officlal identification
and grade labels at no cost to the Govern-
ment, and to place them in the custody of
the supervisor of packaging or grader who is
designated for such purpose by the Admin-
istrator.

The applicant further agrees not to pack-
age any graded product bearing official
identification or grade label under a trade
name other than that of the applicant
unless such trade name is submitted, to-
gether with the proper address, to the Ad-
ministrator at the time approval is requested
of the cartons, packaging material, grade
labels, and official identification to be used
In packaging such graded shell eggs.

In the event the privilege to use official
identification or grade labels on graded prod-
ucts is withdrawn in accordance with the
applicable provisions of the regulations, the
applicant agrees promptly to deliver or cause
to be delivered into the custody of the im-
mediate superior officer of the grader or
supervisor of packaging all supplles of the
official identification and of the grade labels,
together with all packaging and packing
materials bearing printed reference to the
graded character of the products for such
subsequent use by the applicant as may be
approved by the Administrator.

All terms which are used herein shall have
the meaning applicable to such terms when
-used in the aforesaid regulations.

This application is submitted in triplicate.

(Applicant)
Street No.
Dated at oo ocmeeeeea
This .._ dayof ____, 195_,
Approved:

Date e

Name e

Title e

Agricultural Marketing Service,

SUBPART C—UNITED STATES STANDARDS,
(GRADES, AND WEIGHT CLASSES FOR SHELL
Egacs

UNITED STATES STANDARDS FOR QUALITY OF
INDIVIDUAL SHELL EGGS

§ 56.200 Application. (a) The United
States standards for quality of indi-
vidual shell eggs contained in this sub-
part are applicable only to eggs that
are the product of the domesticated
chicken hen and are in the shell. Such
standards are with respect to individual
eggs with clean or dirty unbroken shells,
and checked or cracked shells.

(b) Interior egg quality specifications
for these standards are based on the
apparent condition of the interior con-
tents of the egg as it is twirled before
the candling light. Any type or make
of candling light may be used that will
enable the particular grader to make
consistently accurate determinations of
the interior quality of shell eggs. It is
desirable to break out an occasional egg
and, by use of the USDA color chart
“Interior Quality of Eggs,” compare the
broken-out and candled appearance,
thereby aiding in correlating candled
and broken-out appearance.

§ 56.201 AA Quality. The shell must
be clean, unbroken, and practically nor-
mal. The air cell must not exceed %
inch in depth and be practically regular.
The white must be clear and firm so that
the yolk appears well centered and its
outline only slightly defined when the
egg is twirled before the candling light.
The yolk must be free from apparent
defects.

§ 56.202 A Quality. The shell must
be clean, unbroken, and practically nor-
mal. The air cell must not exceed 2%
inch in depth and must be practically
regular. The white must be clear and
at least reasonably firm so that the yolk
appears at least fairly well centered and
its outline only fairly well defined when
the egg is twirled before the candling
light. The yolk must be practically free
from apparent defects.

§56.203 B Quality. The shell must
be unbroken and may be slightly abnor-
mal and may show slight stains but no
adhering dirt, provided, that they do
not appreciably detract from the ap-
pearance of the egg. When the stain is
localized, approximately %2 of the
shell surface may be slightly stained,
and when the slightly stained areas are
scattered, approximately %¢ of the shell
surface may be slightly stained. The
air cell must not exceed 35 inch in depth,
may show unlimited movement, and may
be free but not bubbly. The white must
be clear and may be slightly weak so
that the yolk may appear off-center,
with its outline well defined when the
egg is twirled before the candling light.
The yolk may appear slightly enlarged
or slightly flattened and may show other
definite, but not serious, defects.

§ 56.204 C Quality. The shell must
be unbroken and may be abnormal and
may have slight to moderate stained
areas covering not more than %; of the
shell surface, but no adhering dirt.
Prominent stains are not permitted.
The air cell may be over 33 inch in depth
and be free or bubbly. The white may be

weak or watery so that the yolk may ap-
pear off-center and its outline plainly
visible when the egg is twirled before the
candling light. The yolk may appear
dark, enlarged, and flattened, and may
show clearly visible germ development
but no blood due to such development. It
may show other serious defects that do
not render the egg inedible. Small blood
clots or spots may be present.

$56.205 Dirty. 'The shell must be
unbroken and it has adhering dirt of
prominent stains, or slight to moderate
stains covering more than Y4 of the shell.
surface.

§ 56.206 Check. An individual egg
that has a broken shell or crack in the
shell but with its shell membranes intact
and its contents do not leak.

§ 56.207 Leaker. An individual egg
that has a crack or break in the shell
and shell membranes to the extent that
the egg contents are exuding or free to
exude through the shell. An egg which
has a portion of the shell missing (in
excess of an area Y, inch square) is con-
sidered a leaker even though the shell
membrane is intact.

§ 56.208 Terms descriptive of shell—
(a) Clean. A shell that is free from
foreign material and from stains or dis-
colorations that are readily visible. An
egg may be considered clean if it has
only very small specks or stains, if such
specks or stains are not of sufficient num--
ber or intensity to detract from the gen-
erally clean appearance of the egg. Eggs
that show traces of processing oil on the
shell are considered clean unless other-
wise soiled.

(b) Dirty. A shell which has dirt ad-
hering to its surface or which has promi-
nent stains or slight to moderate stains
covering more than Y of the shell

surface.’ . . .

(¢) Practically normal. A shell that
approximates the usual shape and that
is of good even texture and strength and
is free from rough areas or thin spots.
Slight ridges and rough areas that do
not materially affect the shape, texture,
and strength of the shell are permitted.

(d) Slightly abnormal. A shell that
may be somewhat unusual in shape or
that may be slightly faulty in texture or
strength. It may show definite ridges
but no pronounced thin spots or rough
areas.

(e) Abnormal. A shell that may be
decidedly misshapen or faulty in texture
or strength or that may show pronounced
ridges, thin spots, or rough areas.

§ 56.209 Terms descriptive of the air
cell—(a) Depth of air cell (air space be-
tween shell membranes, normally in the
large end of the egg). The depth of the
air cell is the distance from its top to its
bottom when the egg is held air cell
upward.

(b) Practically regular. An air cell
that maintains a practically fixed posi-
tion in the egg and shows a fairly even
outline with not more than 2-inch
movement in any direction as the egg is
rotated.

(¢) Free air cell. An air cell that
moves freely toward the uppermost point
in the egg as the egg is rotated slowly.

(d) Buhbly air cell. A ruptured air
cell resulting in one or more small sepa-
rate air bubbles usually fioating beneath

the main air cell.
P8
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8 56.210 Terms descriptive of the
white—(a) Clear. A white that is free
from discolorations or from any foreign
bodies floating in it. (Prominent cha-
lazas should not be confused with foreign
bodies such as spots or blood clots.)

(b) Firm. A white that is sufficiently
thick or viscous to permit but limited
movement of the yolk from the center
of the egg, thus preventing the yolk out-
line from being more than slightly de-
fined or indistinctly indicated when the
egg is twirled.

(¢) Reasonably firm. A white that is
somewhat less thick or viscous than a
firm white. A reasonably firm white
permits the yolk to move somewhat more

freely from its normal position in the

center of the egg and approach the shell
more closely. This would result in a
fairly well defined yolk outline when the
egg is twirled.

(d) Slghtly weak. A white that is
lacking in thickness or viscosity to an
extent that permits the yolk to move
quite freely from its normal position in
the center of the egg. A slightly weak
white will cause the yolk outlihe to ap-
pear well defined when the egg is twirled.

(e) Weak and watery. A white that
is thin and generally lacking in viscosity.
A weak and watery white permits the
yolk to move freely from the center of
the egg and to approach the shell closely,
thus causing the yolk outline to appear
plainly visible and dark when the egg is
twirled.

() Blood clots and spots (not due to
germ development). Blood clots or
spots on the surface of the yolk or float-
ing in the white. These blood clots may
have lost their characteristic red color
and appear as small spots or foreign ma-
terial commonly referred to as meat
spots. If they are small (aggregating
not more than s inch in diameter), the
egg may be classed as “C Quality.” If
larger, or showing diffusion of blood in
the white surrounding them, the egg
shall be classified as loss.

(g) Bloody white. An egg, the white
of which has blood diffused through it.
Such a condition may be present in new-
laid eggs. Eggs with bloody whites are
classed as loss.

§ 58.211 Terms descriptive of the
yolk—(a) Well centered. A yolk that
occupies the center of the egg and moves
only slightly from that position as the
egg is twirled.

"(b) Fairly well centered. A yolk that
is not more than one-fourth of the dis-
tance from its normal central position
toward the ends of the egg and swings not
more than one-half of the distance from
its normal position toward the sides of
the egg as it is twirled.

(c) Off center. A yolk which is dis-
tinctly ahove or below center and swings
close to the sides of the egg as it is
twirled.

(d) Outline slightly defined. A yolk
outline that is indistinctly indicated and
appears to blend into the surrounding
white as the egg is twirled.

(e) Outline fairly well defined. A yolk
outline that is discernible but not clearly
outlined as the egg is twirled.

(f) Oulline well defined. A yolk out-
line that is quite definite and distinct
as the egg is twirled.

(2) Outline plainly visible. A yolk
outline that is clearly visible as a dark
shadow when the epg is twirled.

S 2 Siightiy” dlarea and” Siorkly

flattened. A yolk in which the yolk
membranes and tissues have weakened
somewhat causing it to appear slightly
enlarged and slightly flattened,

(i) Enlarged and flattened. A yolk in
which the yolk membranes and tissues
have weakened and moisture has been
absorbed from the white to such an ex-
tent that it appears definitely enlarged
and flat.

(j) Free from defects. A yolk that
shows no spots or areas on its surface
indicating the presence of germ develop-
ment or other defects.

(k) Practically free from defects. A
yolk that shows no germ development
but may show other very slight defects
on its surface.

(1) Definite but mnot serious defects.
A yolk that may show definite spots or
areas on its surface but with only slight
indication of germ development or other
pronounced or serious defects.

(m) Other serious defects. A yolk
that shows well developed spots or areas
and other serious defects, such as olive
yolks, which do not render the egg in-
edible.

(n) Clearly visible germ development,
A development of the germ spot on the
yolk of a fertile egg that has progressed
to a point where it is plainly visible as
a definite circular area or spot with no
blood in evidence.

(0) Blood due to germ development.
Blood caused by development of the germ
in a fertile egg to the point where it is
visible as definite lines or as a blood ring.
Such an egg is classified as inedible.

§ 56.212 General terms—(a) Loss.
An egg that is inedible, smashed, or
broken so that contents are leaking,
cooked, frozen, contaminated, or con-
taining bloody whites, large blood spots,
large unsightly meat spots, or other for-
eign material.

(b) Inedible eggs. Eggs of the follow-
ing descriptions are classed as inedible:
black rots, white rots, mixed rots (addled
eggs), sour eggs, eggs with green whites,
eggs with stuck yolks, moldy eggs, musty
eggs,eggs showing blood rings,’eggs con-
taining embryo chicks (at or beyond the
blood ring stage), and any eggs that are
adulterated as such term is deflned pur-
suant to the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act.

UNITED STATES CONSWMER GRADES AND
WEIGHT CLASSES FOR SHELL EGGS

§ 56.2156 General. (a) These grades
are applicable to edible shell eggs in
“lot”’ quantities rather than on an “indi-
vidual” egg basis. A lot may contain

.any quantity of 2 or more eggs. Refer-

ence in these standards to the term
“case” means 30 dozen egg cases as used
in commercial practice in the United
States.

(b) Terms used In this part that are
defined in the United States standards
for quality of individual shell eggs
¢§ 56.200 et seq.) have the same meaning
in this part as in those standards. )

(¢) An aggregate tolerange of 20 per-
cent is permitted within each consumer
grade only as an allowance for variable
efficiency and interpretation of graders,
normal changes under tavorable condi-
tions during reasonable periods between
grading and inspection, and reasonable
variation of inspector’s interpretation.

(d) Substitution of higher qualities
for the lower qualities specified is
permitted.

§56.216 Grades. (a) “U, S. Con-
sumer Grade AA” shall consist of eggs of
which at least 80 percent are AA Quality.
Within the maximum tolerance of 20
percent, which may be below AA Quality,
not more than 5 percent may be of the
qualities below A, in any combination,
but not including Dirties and Leakers.

(b) “U. 8. Consumer Grade A” shall
consist of eggs of which at least 80 per-
cent are A Quality or better. Within the
‘maximun tolerance of 20 percent which
may be below A Quality, not more than
5 percent may be of the qualities below
B, in any combination but not including
Dirties and Leakers.

(¢) “U. S. Consumer Grade B” shall
consist of eggs of which at least 80 per-
cent are B Quality or better. Within
the maximum tolerance of 20 percent
which may be below B Quality, 10 per-
cent may be of C Quality, and not over
10 percent may be Dirties or Checks in
any combination.

(d) “U. 8. Consumer Grade C” shall
consist of eggs-of which at least 80 per-
cent are C Quality or better, and the
balance may be Dirties or Checks in any
combination.

(e) Additional tolerances. (1) With-
in the maximum tolerance permitted, an
allowance will be made at receiving
points or shipping destination for 1% per-
cent Leakers in U. S. Consumer Grades
AA, A, and B, and 1 percent in Grade C.

(2) In lots of two or more cases, no
individual case may fall below 70 per-
cent of the specified quality and no in-
dividual case may contain more than
double the tolerance specified for the
respective grade (. e., in lots of Grade A,
not more than 10 percent of the qualities
in individual cases within the sample
may be C or Check, provided the aver=
age is not over 5 percent).

(f) “No grade” means eggs of possi-
ble edible quality that fail to meet the
requirements of an official U. S, Grade
or that have been contaminated by
smoke, chemicals, or other foreign ma-
terial which has seriously affected the
character, appearance, or flavor of the
eges.

§ 56.217 Summary of grades, The
summary of the U. S. Consumer Grades
for Shell Eggs follows as Table I of
this section:

TABLE [—SuMMARY OF U. 5. CONSUMER GRADES FOR
SHELL EGGs

U. 8. | Atleast80 per Tolerance permitted 2
con- cent (lot over
samer age) ! must
grade be — Percent Quality
Grade AA| AA Quality...| 15t0o20..._.. A,
Notover53| B, C, or
Checf:.
Grade A..| A Quality or | 15t020.____ B.
better. Not over 53_| C or Check.
Grade B._| B Quality or | 10to20______ C.
better. Not over 10?| Dirty or
Check.
Grade C..) C Quality or | Not over 20_| Dirty or
better, Check,

1In lots or two or more cases, no individual case may
fall below 70 percent of the speeified quality and no
individual case may contain more than double the
tolerance specified for the respective grade (l. e., in lots
of Gtade A, not more than 10 percent of the qualities in
individual cases within the sample may be C or Check,
provided the average is not over 5 percent).

? Within tolerance permitted, an allowance will ba
made at reeeiving points or shipping destination for
3% percent leakers in Grades AA, A, and B, and 1 per-
cent in Grade C.

3 Substitution of higher qualities for the lower qualities
specified is permitted.
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§ 56.218 Weight classes. (a) The
weight classes for U. S. Consumer Grades
for Shell Eggs shall be as indicated in
Table I of this section and shall apply
to all consumer grades.

TaBLE I—U. S. WEIGHT CLASSES FOR CONSUMER
GRADES FOR SHELL EGGS

Minimum
Minimum | Minimum | weight for
Size or net weight | net weight | individual
weight class per dozen |per 30 dozen| eggs at rate
per dozen
Ounces Pou%%a Ounces
o7 5014 26
24 45 23
21 3914 20
18 34 17
15 2 T P -

(b) Minimum weights listed for in-
dividual eggs at the rate per dozen are
permitted in the various size classes only
to the extent that they will not reduce
the net weight per dozen below the re-
quired minimum.

(c) Effective January 1, 1956, the
weight classes for U. S. Consumer Grades
for Shell Eggs shall be as indicated in
Table IT of this section and shall there-
upon supersede the weight classes set
forth in Table I of this section.

TABLE II—U, S. WEIGHT Crasses rOR CONSUMER
GRADES FOR SHELL EGGS

Minimum net ing
) ) weight of in- xén&ggm
Size or weight class dlv;(zli:]tg,ggs per 30 dozen
per dozen ! case
Ounces Pounds

Jumbo 30 56
Extralarge.. 27 5014
Large. .. 24 45
Medium 21 3934
Small. 18 34
Peewce. 15 28

1 A tolerance of not more than § percent of the individ-
ual eggs within the lot raay be less than the minimum
net weight for individual eggs specified for the respective
weight class but such eggs shall weigh not less than the
specifiied minimum weight for the next lower weight
class. Individual cases may contain not more than 10
percent of individual eggs below minimum weight.

UNITED STATES PROCUREMENT GRADES AND
‘WEIGHT CLASSES FOR SHELL EGGS

§ 56.220 General. (a) These pro-
curement grades are applicable only to
shell eggs in lot quantities. They are
designed primarily for Government and
institutional procurement. A lot may
contain any quantity of one or more
cases. Reference to the term ‘“case”
means a 30-dozen egg case as used in
commercial practice in the United States.

(b) All terms in the United States
standards for quality of individual shell
eggs (§ 56.200 et seq.) shall, when used
in this part have the same meaning as is
given to them in such standards.

(c) Substitution of higher qualities
for the lower qualities specified is per-
mitted.

§ 56.221 Grades. (a) “U, 8. Pro-
curement Grade I” shall consist of eggs
of which at least 80 percent are A Quality
or better. Within the maximum of 20
percent which may be below A Quality,
not more than 5 percent may be of the
qualities below B. Said maximum toler-
ance of 5 percent may consist of C Qual-
ity, not more than 3 percent Checks, and
not more than 34y percent Dirties, Leak-
ers, and Loss combined.

(b) “U. S. Procurement Grade II"
shall consist of eggs of which at least
60 percent are A Quality or better.
Within the maximum of 40 percent
which may be below A Quality, not more
than 10 percent may be of the qualities
below B. Said maximum tolerance of
10 percent may consist of C Quality, not
more than 3 percent Checks, and not
more than 3{¢ percent Dirties, Leakers,
and Loss combined.

(¢) “U. S. Procurement Grade III”
shall consist of eggs of which at least 40
percent are A Quality or better. Within
the maximum of 60 percent which may
be below A Quality, not more than 11.7
percent may be of the qualities below B.
Said maximum tolerance of 11.7 percent
may consist of C Quality, not more than
3 percent Checks, and not more than
340 percent Dirties, Leakers, and Loss
combined.

(d) “U. 8. Procurement Grade IV”
shall consist of eggs of which at least 20
percent are A Quality or better. Within
the maximum of 80 percent which may
be below A Quality, not more than 11.7

percent may be of the qualities below B.
Said maximum tolerance of 11.7 per-
cent may consist of C Quality, not more
than 3 percent Checks, and not more
than 340 percent Dirties, Leakers, and
Loss combined.

(e) Individual case folerance within a
lot applying to each of the procurement
grades. (1) Individual cases may con-
tain not over 10 percent less A Quality
eggs than specified for any procurement
grade provided the average percentage
of A Quality eggs for the lot is not less
than the percentage specified. In lots of
200 cases or more, one case in each 10
examined may contain not over 20 per-
cent less A Quality eggs than the mini-
mum percentage specified for the grade.

(2) Individual cases may contain not
over 18 percent eggs below B Quality pro-
vided the average percentage for the lot
is'not more than is specified for the
grade.

§ 56.222 Summary of grades. The
summary of the U. S. Procurement
Grades for Shell Eggs follows as Table I
of this section:

TABLE I—SUMMARY oF U, 8, PROCUREMENT GRADES FOR BHELL EGGS

A quality
or better
(ot aver- Maximum tolerance permitted? (lot average)
U. B, Procure- | age) at
ment Grade least 2
Percent Percent Quality
) 80 | 15t0 20. B.
Not over 5 C, Check, Dirty, Leaker, and Loss.
) 4 SR —ammmm——— 60 | 30to d0____ B.
Not over 10_ C, Check, Dirty, Leaker, and Loss.
) 5 5 S 40 | 48.3t060._._ B.
Not over 11.7 O, Check, Dirty, Leaker, and Loss.
| | f——— | 20 | 68.3 to 80._ B.
Not over 11.7. O, Check, Dirty, Leaker, and Loss.

1 Indlvidual cases may contain not over 10 percent less A Quality eggs than permitted for the lot, provided the

avorage for the lot is not more than the tolerance permitted in any grade,
each 10 examined may contain not over 20 percent less A Quality eggs than is permitted in any

In lots of 200 cases or more, one case in
grade.

3 Within each tolerance for qualities below B, each of the grades may contain not over 3 percent Checks, and a

ecombined total of not over 3{o percent Dirties, Leakers, and Loss.

Individual cases may contain not over 18 percent

of qualities below B, provided the average for the lot does not exceed the tolerances permitted in any grade.

§56.223 Weight classes. .

(a) The weight classes for United States Procurement

Grades for Shell Eggs shall be as indicated in Table I of this section and shall

apply to all procurement grades.

TABLE I—WEIGHT CLASSES FOR UNITED STATES PROCUREMENT GRADES

. Maxlmum aver-
Ave{]age nlett Minhimulg net Mlllllll]lém} et |age %ertf,ut of ‘i)n-
s weight on lot |weight individ-] _weight ofin- | dividual eggs be-
Weight classes basis 30-dozen | dual 30-dozen | dividual eggsat | low minimumn
case case rate per weight lot
dozen average !
Pounds Pounds Ounces Percent

Extra large 0. 50 26 3.33
Large_... 45 4.5 23 333
Medium 39.5 39 20 3.33
Bmall. 34 33.5 17 3.33

1 Individual cases may contain not over 10 percent of individual eggs below minimum weights specified in any
weight class but such eggs shall weigh not less than the minimum specified for the next lower weight class.

(b) Effective January 1, 1956, the weight classes ror United States Procure-
ment Grades for Shell Eggs shall be as indicated in Table II of this section and
shall thereupon supersede the weight classes indicated in Table I of this.section.

TaBLE II—WEIGHT CLASSES FOR UNITED STATES PRO-

CUREMENT GRADES

Minimum net s
s Pl Minimum net
Weight clagses | Weightofindi~ | “goiop, ner 30.
vidual eggs at dozen case 2
rate per dozen!
Ounces Pounds
Extra large 27 5014
24 45
21 -3914
18 34
15 28

1 A tolerance of 5 percent is permitted for individual
eggs weighing less than the minimum specified in any
weight class, but such eggs shall weigh not less than the
minimum specified for the next lower weight class.
Individua) cuses mag contain not more than 10 percent of
individual eggs below minimum weight,

3 A tolerance of 34 pound per individual case is per-
mitted in each of the listed weight classes but only to the
extent that will not reduce the required minimum net
weight per case of the lot on a lot average basis.

P. 10



You're viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library.

UNITED STATES WHOLESALE GRADES AND
WEIGHT CLASSES FOR SHELL EGGS

§56.225 QGeneral. (a) These whole-
sale grades are applicable only to shell
eggs.

(b) All terms in the United States
standards for quality of individual shell
eges (§ 56.200 et seq.) shall, when used
in this part, have the same meaning as is
given to them in such standards.

(¢) Substitution of higher qualities for
the lower qualities specified is permitted.

(d) The term “refrigerator eggs”
means eggs which have been held under
refrigeration for a period of not less than
30 days.

§ 56.226 Grades. (a) “U. S. Specials
--% AA Quality” shall consist of eggs
of which at least 20 percent are AA
Quality; and the actual percentage of
AA Quality eggs shall be stated in the
grade name. The balance may be A
Quality except for permitted tolerances,
per 30 dozen of eggs, of which 27 eggs
('1.5 percent) may be B Quality, C Qual=
ity, Dirties, or Checks in any combina-
tion, and 6 eggs (1.7 percent) may be
Loss.

(b) “U. 8. Extras.__% A Quality” shall
consist of eggs of which at least 20 per-
cent are not less than A Quality; and the
actual total percentage of A Quality and
better quality eggs shall be stated in the

grade name. The balance may be B
Quality except for permitted tolerances,
per 30 dozen of eggs, of which 42 eggs
(11.7 percent) may be of C Quality,
Dirties, or Checks in any combination,
and 8 eggs (2.2 percent) may be Loss.
For the period beginning on August 1
‘of any year and extending through Jan-
uary 31 of the next year, the permitted
tolerance for Loss with respect to “re-
frigerator eggs” is 12 eggs (3.3 percent).

(¢c) “U. S. Standards _.% B Quality”
shall consist of eggs of which at least 20
percent are not less than B Quality; and
the actual total percentage of B Quality
and better quality eggs shall be stated
in the grade name. The balance may be
C Quality except for permitted toler-
ances, per 30 dozens of eggs, of which 42
eggs (11.7 percent) may be Dirties or
Checks in any combination, and 10 eges
(2.8_ percent) may be Loss. For the
period beginning on August 1 of any
year and extending through January 31
of the next year, the permitted tolerance
of Loss with respect to “refrigerator
eggs” is 15 eggs (4.2 percent).

(d) “U. 8. Trades -_% C Quality”
shall consist of eggs of which at least 83.3
percent are not less than C Quality; and
the actual total percentage of C Quality
and better quality eges shall be stated in
the grade name. The permitted toler-
ances, per 30 dozen of eggs, are 42 eggs

(11.7 percent) which may be Dirties or
.Checks in any combination, and 18 eggs
(5 percent) may be Loss.

(e) “U. 8. Dirties” shall consist of
eggs that are Dirty and contain, per 30
dozen of eggs, not more than 42 eggs
(11.7 percent) which are Checks, and 18
eggs (5 percent) which may be Loss.

(f) “U.S.Checks” shall consist of eggs.
that are Checks and contain, per 30
dozen of eggs, not.more than 18 eggs (5
percent) that are Loss.

(g) “No grade” means eggs of possi-
ble edible- quality that fail to meet the
requirements of an official U. S. Grade or
that have been contaminated by smoke,
chemicals, or other foreign material that
has seriously affected the character, ap-
pearance, or flavor of the eggs.

(h) Effective January 1, 1956, the
percentage of Loss eggs permitted in
U. S. Specials -_% AA Quality, U. S,
Extras _._% A Quality, and U. S. Stand-
ards __% B Quality, will be 2.0 percent,
‘3.0 percent, and 4.0 percent, respectively
and will thereupon supersede the re-
quirements of paragraphs (a), (b), and
(¢) of this section with respect to Loss.

§ 56.227 Summary of grades. A sum-
mary of the United States Wholesale
Grades for Shell Eggs follows as Table I
of this section:

TABLE [—SUMMARY OF UNITED STATES WHOLESALE GRADES FOR SHELL EGGS

Minimum percentage of eggs of specific Tolerances in terms of mazimum number and percentage of eggs, for each 30 dozen
qualities required ¢ of eggs
B Quality, C Qualit
C Quality, Dirtaahy, Dirties and -
) ] ) Dirties, and rizes, and Checks Checks Loss
Wholesale grade designation AA |4 Quality|B Quality| € Quality o Chedks Checks
Quality| or better | or better better
N&T’ Percent Nbl(l-}‘;‘n Percent Nl;le[r"' Percent N};;I;l Percent Nbliz?- Percent
. None permitted except for
U. 8. Specials .___ % AA Quality?._.. 20 | Balance tolerances 27 2% T PR PN RS 1.7
U.8. Extras ... % A Quality? _______ | ... Balance | None permitted | cccomoo|acamen-- 42 - 8 12,2
except for tol-
_ erances
U. 8. Standards ... % B Quality 2| i]oeaoens 20 Balance - 42 117 10 128
U. 8. Trades ... % C Quality 2 iR I ) P - 42 b S B ORI I, 18 5
U. S, Dirties. e oo caen o ormcmeas 42 1,7 18 5
U. 8. Checks.... 18 5

1 Substitution of eggs possessing higher qualitics for those pessessing lower specified

qualities is permitted.

2 The actual total percentage must be stated in the grade name.
3 For the period beginning on August 1 of one year and extending through January

(a) The weight classes for the United States Whole-~

§ 56.228 Weight classes.

sale Grades for Shell Eggs shall be as indicated in Table I of this section and, subject
to the stated tolerance of 10 percent, shall apply to all wholesale grades except U. S.
Dirties and U, S. Checks, There are no weight classes for U. S. Dirties or U. S.

Checks.
TABLE I—WEIGHT CLASSES FOR UNITED STATES WHOLESALE GRADES FOR SHELL EGGS
Per 30 dozen eggs Weights for individual eggs at rate per dozen
Weight classes Average net Il:/[én‘ivrguﬁ Minimum Weight variation tolerance for not
weight on a ir?divid%zal woight more than 10 percent, by count, of
lot ! basis case 2 basis € individual eggs
At least—
Extralarge. oo ccceaaas 503¢ pounds_| 50 pounds.__| 26 ounces_.__| Under 26 but not under 24 ounces.
Large. ... 45 pounds. .| 44 pounds...| 23 ounces.._.| Under 23 but not under 21 ounces.
Medium. . -1 3934 pounds.| 39 pounds.._| 20 ounces.._.] Under 20 but not under 18 ounces.
Smalk .l 34 pounds._.| None_._.___. NODe -moooo None.

t Lot means any quantity of 30 dozen or more eggs.-

# Case means standard 30 dozen egg case as used in commerefal practice in the United States.

(b) Effzctive January 1, 1956, the weight classes for United States Whole sale
Grades for Shell Eges shall be as indicated in Table II of this section and shall

thereupon supersede the weight classes indicated in Table I of this section.

#U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 O - 310436( P.0.115)

31 of the next year, the permitted tolerance for loss with respect to “refrigerator
eggs” is 12 eggs (3.3 percent) and 15 eggs (4.2 percent) for U, 8. Extras ... % A
Quality and U. 8. Standards .... % B Quality, respectively.

TABLE II—WEIGHT CLASSES FOR UNITED STATES
WHOLESALE GRADES FOR SHELL EGGs

Minimum net
weight of in- Minimum net
Weight classes | dividual eggs at weight per 30
rate per dozen case 3
dozen !
Ounces Pounds
Extra large__ 5015
24 45
21 3914
18 34
15 28

1 A tolerance of not more than 5 percent of the in-
dividual eggs may be below the minimum weights speci-
fied but such eggs shall weigh not less than the specified
minimum weight for the next lower weight class. No
individual case may contain more than 10 percent of
e]p,gs below the weight specified for a particular weight
class.

? A tolerance of 14 pound per case is permitted for
individual cases within the lot but only to the extent that
the average weigiat of the Jot is not reduced below the
required minimom.

Issued at Washington, D. C., this 27th
day of January 1955.
[SEAL] ROY W. LENNARTSON,
Deputy Administrator,
Agricultural Marketing Service.
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Form R/P

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY

{date of application)

Application and Contract of Agreement

The undersigned hereby makes application to the New Jersey
Department of Agriculture for the privilege to use official grade labels in con-
nection with the grading, weighing and/or continuous inspection of shell eggs
conforming to the official New Jersey Consumer Grades as they apply to retail lots.

This application is made subject to the conditions stipulated below, which are
accepted by the applicant, and when aspproved by the Department, shall be binding
upon both parties.

1. The applicant shall show satisfactory ability to grade the above
nemed product according to New Jersey Standards and Grades and
apply said standards and grades properly in accordance with grade
designation.

2. All official grade labels shall be kept in a safe place at the
address of the applicant.

3. The applicant shall refrain from any practice that can be inter-
preted as misleading, misbranding, or reflecting falsely in any
way on the name New Jersey as it is associated with the identity
of the packaged product.

4. PFacilities and equipment shall be provided as necessary to main-
tain conditions suitable for the conservation of egg quality at
the applicants' place of business.

5. The applicant shall on appropriate forms supplied by the Depart-
ment, submit to the Department, at the close of the month, a
report of all eggs officially graded and labeled in conformity
with N. J. Consumer Grades for eggs.

6. The applicant shall pay to the New Jersey Department of Agriculture
a fee covering administrative costs. Such a fee is payable monthly
(1) when the report of the eggs graded is submitted pursuant to
paragraph 5 above or (2) at the time the bill is rendered by the
Department and shall be based on the total monthly volume of product
officially graded and labeled and computed as follows:

$.05 per 30 dozen case but not less than $2.50 per month

7. The provisions of this contract of agreement shall continue in full
force from its effective date until terminated either (a) by mutual
consent of the applicant and the Department, (b) by written notice
given by either party to the other effective on a specified date
not less than 30 days from date of giving such notice, (c¢) by
termination of the services requested herein pursuant to the provisions
in paragraph 8 below.
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The services to be rendered under this contract shall be withdrawn

by the Department at any time the Department, acting pursuant to

any applicable laws or regulations debars the applicant from receiving
any further benefits of the service. This contract of agreement may
also be suspended or terminated at any time the Department concludes
that the applicant has not conformed, or cannot conform, with the
terms and conditions specified herein.

Upon aepproval of this application by the Department, the applicant
will be issued a license to grade eggs at the address stated below,
and possession of said license is contingent unmon conformity with the
conditions stated herein.

The grading, welghing and/or continuous inspection service for which
provisions are made herein, subject to applicable laws or regulations,
is to be rendered on and after

(date)

(applicant)

approved by

Title

(city and state)

For the New Jersey
Department of Agriculture
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Form R

New Jersey Department of Agriculture
Trenton, New Jersey

. i ,.-; , _ (date of application)

Application and Contract of Agreement,

The undersigned ; v ' hereby makes application.
to the New Jersey Department of Agriculture for the privilege to use official

erade labels in connection with the grading, weighing, and/or coptimious inspection

of shell eggs conforming to.the official New Jersky consumer grades as they apply
to retail lots, Ce .

This apﬁlicatlonnls madé'qubject to the conditions stipuiaﬁed below, which are
accepted by the applicant, and when approved by the department, shall be binding
upon voth parties.

The applicant agrees:.

le.

2e.

3.

Te

[

To have -in his employment a ‘qualified egg candler capable of gradlng eggs
in accordance witlh the official New Jersey gradesy ,

That the candler designated and 1icensed by the department shall‘servé as
an agent of the department Jlthout interference in upholding the grade of
the egys packageds

To keep all official grade labéls in a safe place at the business address
designated herein and. not ‘to- pe*mlt their use din any other place, nor on
any other eggs- than those flllln” the requvrements on the labels

. To refrain from any practice that can be 1nterpreted as mlslead;nb,'miSA

branding, or reflecting falsely in any way on the name New Jersey as it
is associated with the identity of the pa ckaged product.

To submit to the department, at the close of the month, a report of all
eggs graded in conformity with Consumer Grades for egise *

To pay to the New Jersey Department of fgriculture a fee covering admin-

‘istrative costse -Such a-fee is payable monthly (1) when the report of

eggs graded is submitted pursuvant to paragraph 5 above or (2) at the time
the bill is rendered by the departuent and shall be based on the total
monthly volume of jproduct handled in the plant, exclusive of that product
which is shipped from the plant in the same form as orlglnally received,
and computod as Lollows:

0 to 200 cases = 510,00 1,201 ~ 1,600 cases = §25,00
201 to 300 cases = 12,50 1,601 ~ 2 000 cases = 27,50
301 to LOO cases -~ 15,00 2,001 - ;,OOO cases = 30,00

1Ol to 600 cases - -17.50 3,001 - 11,000 cases = 32.50
601 to 800 cases = 20,00 L,001 = 5,000 cases = 35,00
801 to 1,200 cases = 22,50 5,001 or more cases = 3750

To provide facilities and equipment as necessary to maintain conditions
suitable for the conservation of egg quality,:
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The New Jerscy Departiient of Agriculture agrees:

l« To issue a license certificate feneWaBle’July 1 each year, as evidence
that the applicant is authorized to use official grade labels.

2s To.furnish appropriate forms to the applicant to cover reports and
certiffication of cggs. graded, weighed and/or inspected,

It is mutually agreed that:

le - The department shall not be respon81b1e‘for'damages resulting from any
acts. of COﬂmlSulon or om1391on on the Dart of the licensed egg candler

or 1nsptctor.,

2e khen thc services of the licensed egg cand]er or 1n§pector are not
immediately required on grading, weighing and/or inspection work due to:
suspension of plant operations, the inspector may perform suche'quality .
-control work and/or rélated activities dS may  be decmed practlcal in the
Jjudgment of his official supervisor, - :

3. The provisions of this contract of agreement shall continue in full force

from its effective date until terminated either (a) by mutual consent of
the applicant and the department, (v) by written notice given by either.

party to the other effective on a spccific date not less than 30 days from
date of giving such motice, (c) by termiration of the services requested,

herein pursuant to the provisions in paragraph L below,

L. The scrvices to be rendercd under this contra¢t shall be vithdrawn by the

department at any tiwc the department acting pursuant to any applicable

lawis or regulations debars the applicant from receiving any furhter benefits

of the servicey, This contract of -agreement may also be suspended or

terminated at any time the department concludes that the applicant has pot

conformed, or cannot conférm, .with the terms snd COndltiono spec1fled
herein,

5. The gradlng, welghln; and/oz cont;nuous 1nSpect10n service for which: )
provisions atfe radé herein, subject to.applicablc laws or regulatlons,

is to be rendered on and aftcr ‘o
([@ate)
‘ (applicant)

approved ’ ‘ ‘ ot v .
Date , NI _ . o I
By
Title T : C

For tne ‘New Jersey ' R ;; : :,; ) . L

Department of Agrlculture e .. . .. (city and state)
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NEW JERSEY DEPAETWENT COF AGRICULTURE

TENTATIVE N.J, SPFF’WTCZTIONS ANTY WET FHT CLASSES
FOR CCHSUMER GRADES WO SHELL EGG

(Rasad upen N, J. Standards for Quality of Individual Shell Eges)
GGS .
Ne J. CONSUMER GRADE AA - Shall consist of eggs of which at ],a”t B0%™ are
AA Quality, 157" may bte A Quality or vetter, and not over Sz ¥ may be
of the qualities below A, in any combination, but not including Dirties. 1/

Qulity or beller " may be vality or bette and not ove ,u* nay
11ts Getier, 154" ma; B Qualit better, and not over S7* ma
be of the qualities helow B, in any combinaticn, but not including Dirties,

2/

N. J. CONSUMER GRADE A - Shall consist of eggs of which at least 80%™ are

NON-FRISH EGGS

(3)

(L)

(5)

(7)

(€)

M. J. CONSIMER GPADY B = Shall consist of eggs of which at least 80%* are B
Quality or ~eiter, 10m" m“v he C Quality or Stalned, in any combination, or
better and not over 107%* may he Dirties or Checks in any combination, 1/ 2/

N. J. CONSUMER GRADE C - Shall consist of ergs of which at least BOZ™ are C
@ality er Stained, in aay combiration, or better and ths balence may be
Dirties or Checks in any cembination. 1/

-

Officially graded eggs shall conform as nearly as possible to the mpelel‘
cations ¢f the respective standards of quality. Tolerances @ total of

20%) are permittnd within cach arade only as an allowance for variable
efficiency and interprota+icn of conscienticus graders, normal changes
under favorable conditions during rcasonahble period betwsen grading and
inspecticn, and reasonable variation from inspectorts interpretstion.

1/ Within the total tolerance permitted an allowance will he rade at

Inspection for 1% leakers in Grades AA, 4, and 2 and 2% in Grade C.

?/ 2gs with stained shells, otherwise conforming to the rrade specifica-
tions above, may be classified as Grade A, Stained, or Grade 3, Sta 1nou,
resvectively,

NO GPADE - Egs of nossible edible qualits that {fall to neet the require-
Tents of an Ofricial or Tentative N. Jo Grade or that have been contami-
nated by smoke, chemicals, or other forel:im material that has s-riously
aifected the character, appearance, or flavor of the ezys are classed as
"No Grade.!

Fxplanation of Tolnrance in Number of Eggs
per 3u-Dozen cace and per Dozen Based on Percentapes in Grades

FPercent Egzs per 30-Loz, Case Fezs per Dozen
1 n 9
2 7 0
5 18 0
10 36 1
15 gh 2
20 72 A
80 238 10
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(10) Tentative N, J. Veight Clazses for Consumer Grades for Shell TRggs

Size or  Minimum net Minimum net 3Ainimun weight for

wei.ght welsht per weizht per Individual eggs at

class dozen 30 dozen rate per dozen
(Cunces) {Tounds) {Ounces)

JUMBO 28 52 27

EX. LARGE 26 L6 1/2 25

LAKGE 2l L5 23

MEDTUM 21 e 20

SHALL 18 34 15

(11) 3/ Minimum weights listed for individual eggs at the rate per dozen are
permitted in varicus size classes only to the extent that they will not
reduce the net weizht per dozen below the reqnired minimum with thorough
consideration riven te variablie welsht of individual e:ss anc¢ variakle
afficiency of ¢raders and =cales which should be maintained cn a uniform
and accurate pasis.

.

——— e

SUMACY OF I, J. C0USTITR GRADES FOR SHELL EGGS

: : I AR T noM T T T

N. J. Consumer: At least 80 TOLERANCTE PERMITTED
Grade :  Percent : ; 30 Dozen (Case Dozen

¢ _must be : :

: ¥10t averuge : Percent . w. . Guality, any : No.

: : tEggs: combination =
N. J. Grade AA: AA Quality : Notover 15: 5L 3 A : 2

: ;oo 5: 16 ¢ B, C, Stained or Checks O
N, J. GILTE A ¢ &4 Quality : " " 155, p e 2

s orbetter 2 " "  5: 18 : ¢, Stained or Chack 3 O
N. J. GHADE B : B Quality s oo 10: 36 ¢+ C or Stained s 1

: or better ¢ "om 10: 36 ¢+ Dirty or Check : 1

¢ C Quality : : : .
N. J. GIADE C t Stained ¢ "M 20: 72 ¢+ Dirty or Check : 2

s or better : 1 : s

# In lots of more than 30 cases no individual case may fall helow
70% of the specified quality and in lots of 30 cases or less the
80% minimum requirement shall apply to each individual case.
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State of New Jersey
Department of Agriculture

W. H. ALLEN, Secretary

TITLE 4, CHAPTER 3, REVISED STATUTES
Article 2. Sale of Fresh Eggs

4:3-3. Selling prohibited unless standards met. No person shall
sell, offer for sale, or advertise for sale shell eggs as fresh eggs, or under any
words of similar import such as “new laid eggs”, “hennery eggs”, “strictly
fresh eggs™. et cetera. any eggs which are not fresh eggs as determined by
the following standards of quality of fresh eggs as set forth by the New Jer-
sey Department of Agriculture for New Jersey Fancy Grade eggs and New
Jersey Grade “A” eggs, with such tolerances as are hereinafter allowed for
these grades.

4:3-4. Standards of interior quality. The standards of interior qual-
ity in the case of New Jersey Fancy Grade eggs require that the air cell must
be one-eighth inch or less in depth, localized regular; the yolk may be dimly
visible; the white must be firm and clear; and the germ must show no visible
development. In the case of New Jersey Grade “A” eggs the air cell must
he two-eighths of an inch or less in depth, localized regular; the yolk may
be visible: the white must be firm and clear; and the germ must show no
visible development.

4:3-5. Tolerances allowed. A tolerance of ten per cent net is allowed
in each of these New Jersey grades which must be in the grade next lower,
which, in respect to New Jersey Fancy Grade is New Jersey Grade “A” and in
respect to the New Jersey Grade “A” is as prescribed in the United States
Department of Agriculture grade for “U. S. Standard”.

In retail lots. at least ten eggs in each dozen shall conform to the require-
ments set forth for the respective grade, as indicated on the package, and
not more than two eggs in any dozen may be in the quality next lower than
the grade indicated on the package, in accordance with the grades for eggs
promulgated by the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, the same being
based on the standards for interior quality as prescribed by the United States
Department of Agriculture.

4:3-6. Grades determined by candling. In all cases the final deter-
mination as to the meeting of these grade requirements shall be made by
candling.

4:3-7. Shell treated eggs; markings on containers. FEggs which fail
to meet these requirements of quality shall be sold simply as eggs, except
that any eggs, the shells of which have been treated with oil or in any other
manner must be marked on all containers as “shell treated” or “shell pro-
tected” in a conspicuous and legible manner if sold as fresh.
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4:3-8. Examination of eggs offered for sale. The Secretary of Agri-
culture, his employees or agents, may, in carrying out the provision of this :
article, enter, on any business day, during the usual hours of business, any_-
store, market, or any other building or place where eggs are sold or offered
for sale and make such examination as is necessary to determine the interior

quality of eggs sold, offered for sale or advertised as “fresh”

4:3-9. Violation a misdemeanor. Any person who violates any pro-
vision of this article or the regulations made hereunder for carrying out its
provisions, or who fails or refuses to comply with any requirement of this
article, or who, with intent to deceive, answers or reports falsely in response
to any requirements of this article, or who willfully interferes with the
Secretary of Agriculture, his employees or agents, in the carrying out of his
duties herein prescribed shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

4:3-10. Penalty for violation; recovery by action at law; courts
having jurisdiction. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions
of this article shall for the first offense be liable to a penalty not exceeding
twenty-five dollars and for any subsequent offense to a penalty not exceeding
fifty dollars. Recovery of such a penalty shall be by an action at law which
may be instituted and the penalty recovered either in the district court of any
city or judicial district, or in the small cause court of any county or before
the police magistrate or the recorder of any municipality.

Jurisdiction to hear and determine actions instituted under this article is
hereby conferred upon the district court, and upon the small cause court,
the police court and recorder’s court of any municipality in jurisdictions
where - a district court exists, notwithstanding any law providing that no
justice of the peace or small cause court shall have jurisdiction over any
case or proceeding cognizable before a district court where the defendant or
defendants reside within any city or judicial district where a district court is
established and notwithstanding any law prohibiting any justice of the peace
resident within the limits of any city or judicial district where a district
court is established from exercising any civil jurisdiction.

4:3-11. Regulations. The Secretary of Agriculture may make and pro-
mulgate such regulations as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of
this article.

Sdource. L. 1934, c. 146, p. 383-385
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
ANIMAL AND POULTRY HUSBANDRY RESEARCH BRANCH

THE NATIONAL POULTRY IMPROVEMENT PLAN, THE NATIONAL TURKEY
IMPROVEMENT PLAN AND AUXILIARY PROVISIONS

(Reprinted from the Federal Register of December 9, 1954)
Effective December 9, 1954

Washington 25, D. C.

TITLE 9—ANIMALS AND
ANIMAL PRODUCTS

Chapter I—Agricultural Research
Service, Department of Agriculture

Subchapter F—Pouliry Improvement

PART 145—NATIONAL POULTRY IMPROVE-~
MENT PLAN (CHICKENS AND CERTAIN
OTHER POULTRY)

PART 146—NATIONAL TORKEY IMPROVE~
MENT PrLAN (TURKEYS AND CERTAIN
OTHER POULTRY)

PART 147—AUXILIARY PROVISIONS ON Na-
TIONAL POULTRY AND TURKEY IMPROVE-
MENT PLANS

Subchapter F—1—Animal Breeds

REVISION OF REGULATIONS AND REDESIGNA-
TION OF SUBCHAPTER

On October 9, 1954, there appeared in
the Feperar. REGISTER (19 F. R. 6519) a
notice that this Department was con-
sidering promulgating, under paragraph
101 (b) of the Department of Agricul-
ture Organic Act of 1944, as amended (7
U. 8. C. 429), a proposed revision of the
National Poultry Improvement Plan and
the National Turkey Improvement Plan
and Auxiliary Provisions, recommended
by the 1954 Conference of representa-
tives of the State agencies cooperating
in the administration of such plans.

In order to permit promulgation of
such revised plans and provisions in a
new Subchapter F—Poultry Improve-
ment, of Chapter I, in Title 9, Code of
Federal Regulations, present Subchapter
F—Animal Breeds, of said chapter, is
hereby redesignated as Subchapter
F-1—Animal Breeds.

After due consideration of all relevant
matters presented pursuant to the afore=
sald notice, and under paragraph 101 (b)
of the Department of Agriculture Or-
ganic Act of 1944, as amended, the pro-
visions set forth in said notice as
proposed Part 145—National Poultry
Improvement Plan (Chickens and Cer-
tain Other Poultry), Part 146—National
Turkey Improvement Plan (Turkeys and
Certain Other Poultry), and Part 147—

. Augxiliary Provisions on National Poultry

and Turkey Improvement Plans, are,
with the modifications shown below,
hereby adopted, to appear in 9 CFR
Parts 145, 146 and 147, respectively,
under new Subchapter F—Poultry Im-
provement as follows:

PART 145—NATIONAL POULTRY IMPROVE-
MENT PLAN (CHICKENS AND CERTAIN
OTHER POULTRY)

Sec.

145.1
145.2
145.3
145.4

Definitions.

Administration.

Participation.

General provisions for all particl-
pants.

Specific provisions for participating
flocks.

Specific provisions for participating
hatcheries.
Specific provisions for participating
dealers.
Terminology
general.
Terminology
hatcheries.

Terminology and
flocks and products.

Supervision.

Inspections.

Debarment from participation.

Blood testing.

USROP; general.

USROP; participatlon,

USROP; entry.

USROP; quallfication of females,

USROP; qualification of males.

USROP; flock qualification as ROP
Performance Tested Parent Stock.

USROP; sale of ROP and ROP Per-
formance Tested Parent Stock
products.

USROP; annual summary.

USROP; duties of ROP Supervisor,

USROP,; duties of ROP Inspector.

USROP; central random sample egg
production test.

USROP; central random sample meat
production test.

On-the-farm performance tests; gen-
eral.

On-the-farm performance test; egg
production.

On-the-farm performance test; meat
production.

National random sample perform-
ance testing program.

AUTHORITY: §§ 145.1 to 145.30 issued under
sec. 101, 58 Stat. 734 as amended; 7 U. S. C.
429,

§ 145.1 Definilions. Except where the
context otherwise requires, for the pur-
poses of this part the following terms

145.5
145.6
145.7

145.8 and classification;

145.9 and classification;

145.10 classification;
145.11
145.12
145.13
145.14
145.15
145.16
145.17
145.18
145.19
145.20

145.21
145.22
145.23
'145.24
145.25
146.26
145.27
145.28
146.29

145.30

shall be construed, respectively, to
mean:
(a) Plan. The provisions of the Na-

tional Poultry Improvement Plan con-
tained in this part.

(b) Person. A natural person, flrm,
or corporation.

(¢) Department. The United States
Department of Agriculture.

(d) APH Branch. The Animal and
Poultry Husbandry Research Branch of
the Agricultural Research Service of the
Department.

(e) Stale. Any State, the District of
Columbia, Alaska, Hawalii, or Puerto
Rico.

(f) Official State Agency. The State
suthority recognized by the Department
to cooperate in the administration of the
Plan.

(g) State Inspector. Any person em-
ployed or authorized under § 145.11 (b)
to perform functions under this part.

(h) Authorized Agent. Any person
designated under § 145.11 (a) to perform
functions under this part.

(i) ROP Supervisor. The person em-
ployed or authorized to perform func-
tions under § 145.23.

(j) ROP Inspector. The person em-
ployed or authorized to perform func-
tions under § 145.24,

(k) Affiliated flockowner. A flock-
owner who is participating in the Plan
through an agreement with e participat-
ing hatchery.

(1) Flock—(1) As applied to breed-
ing. All ehickens of one kind of mating
(breed and variety or combination of
stocks) and of one classification on one
farm;

(2) As applied to disease control. All
of the chickens on one farm except that,
at the discretion of the Official State
Agency, any group of chickens which is
segregated from another group and. has
been so segregated for a period of at
least 21 days may be considered as a
separate flock.

(m) Halchery. Hatchery equipment
on one premises operated or controlled
by any person for the production of
chicks.

(n) Products. Chicken breeding stock
and hatching eggs, and chicks.

(0) Baby chicks. Chicks that have
not been fed or watered.

(p) USROP o~ ROP. U. S. Record of
Performance.

(@) Strain. Chicken breeding stock
bearing a given name produced by a
breeder through at least five generations
of closed flock breeding.

§ 145.2 Administration. The Depart-
ment cooperates through a Memorandum
of Understanding with Official State
Agencies in the administration of the
Plan. The Officla]l State Agency shall
carry out the administration of the Plan
within the State according to the appli-

GPO—O—ARS 98
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cable provisions of the Plan and Memo-
randum of Understanding. The Official
State Agency of any State may adopt
regulations applicable to the adminis-
tration of the Plan in such State fur-
ther defining the provisions of the Plan
or establishing higher standards com-=-
patible with the Plan.

§ 145.3 Participation. (a) Any per-
son producing or dealing in poultry
products may participate in the Plan
when he has (1) demonstrated, to the
satisfaction of the Official State Agency,
that his facilities, personnel,” and prac-
tices are adequate for carrying out the
applicable provisions of the Plan; and
(2) signed an agreement with the Offi-
cial State Agency to comply with the
general and the applicable specific pro-
visions of the Plan and any regulations
of the Official State Agency under
§ 145.2, Affiliated flockowners may par-
ticipate without signing an agreement
with the Official State Agency.

() Each participant shall comply
with the Plan throughout the operating
year of the Official State Agency, or until
released by such Agency.

(¢) A participant in any State shall
participate with all of his chicken hatch-
ing egg supply flocks and hatchery oper-
ations within such State.

(d) No person shall be compelled by

the Official State Agency to qualify prod-.

ucts for any of the classifications de-

scribed in § 145.10 (a), (b), (¢), (d) and
(e) as a condition of qualification for

either of the classifications described in
§ 145.10 (f) and (g).
(e) Participation in the Plan shall en-

title the participant to use the Plan’

emblem reproduced below:

Or, A0, )
&,Q MinisTERED ?’\&5

gt STATE AGEN

; o
ARIMENT or AGRAC

FIGURE 1.

§$ 145.4 General provisions for all
participants. (a) Records of purchases
and sales and the identity of products
handled shall be maintained in a manner
satisfactory to the Official State Agency.

(b) Products, records of sales and
purchases of products, and material used
to advertise products shall be subject to
inspection by the Official State Agency
at any time. . .

(c) Advertising must be in accordance
with the Plan, and applicable rules and
regulations of the Official State Agency
and the Pederal Trade Commission. A
participant advertising products as being
of any official classification may include
in his advertising reference to associated
or franéhised hatcheries only when such
hatcheries produce the same kind of
products of the same classification.

(d) Participants may not buy or re-
celve for any purpose products from,
non-participants, or sell products of
non-participants, except with the per-
mission of the Official State Agency for
use in breeding flocks or for experimen-
tal purposes.

(e) The minimum weight of chicken
hatching eggs sold shall be 1 11/12 oz.
each for replacement stock and-1 10/12
oz. each for broiler stock, except as
otherwise specified by the purchaser of
the eggs.

§ 1455 Specific provisions for par-
ticipating flocks. (a) Poultry houses
and the land in the immediate vicinity
thereof shall be kept in sanitary condi-
tion acceptable to the Official State
Agency.

(b) All flocks shall consist of healthy,
normal individuals characteristic of the
breed and variety, cross, or other com-
bination which they are stated to repre-
sent.

(¢) A flock shall be deemed to be a
participating flock at ahy time only if
it has been officially blood tested within
the past 12 menths with no pullorum or
typhoid reactors on the last test. (See
§ 145.14 relating to the official blood
test.)

(d) Each bird shall be identifled with
a sealed and numbered band obtained
through or approved by the Official State
Agency, provided that exception may be
made at the discretion of the Official
State Agency.

§ 145.6 Specific provisions for par-
ticipating hatcheries. (a) Hatcheries
shall be kept in sanitary condition ac-
ceptable to the Official State Agency.

(b) A hatchery which keeps started
poultry (poultry that has been fed or
watered) must keep such poultry sepa-
rated from the incubator room in a man-
ner satisfactory to the Official State
Agency.

(¢) All chicks offered for sale under
Plan terminology shall ke normal and
typical of the breed and variety, cross,
or other combination represented.

(d) Eggs incubated shall be sound in
shell, typical for the breed and variety,
strain, or cross thereof and reasonably
uniform in shape. Mediterranean
breed eggs shall be reasonably free from
tints. Hatching eggs shall be trayed
and the chicks boxed with a view to uni-
formity of size.

(e) All hatcheries operated under the
same name, ownership, or management
within a State shall participate in the
Plan if any of them are to participate.

§ 145.7 Specific provisions for par-
ticipating dealers. Dealers in chicken
breeding stock or hatching eggs or chicks
shall comply with all provisions in this
part which apply to their operations.

§ 145.8 Terminology and classifica-
tion; general. (a) The official classi-
fication terms defined in §§ 145.9 and
145.10 and the various designs illustra-
tive of the official classifications as re-
produced in § 145.10 may be used only
by participants and to describe products
that have met all the specific require-
ments of such classifications.

(b) Products produced under the Plan
shall lose their identity under Plan
terminology when they are purchased
tor resale by, or consigned to, non-
participants.

(¢) Participating flocks and the eggs
and chicks produced from them may be
designated by their own strain or trade
name.

(1) When a strain designation is used,
the participant shall be able by records
to substantiate that the products so des-
ignated are from flocks that are com-
posed of either (i) first or second
generation stock from the breeder of
such strain, or (ii’ stock purchased from
the breeder of the strain and mated,
each subsequent generatvion, only t>
males secured from such breeder.

(2) A breeder’s name or trade name
(other than in a strain designation), or
trade mark, may be used in relation to
the stock reproduced by a participant
only with the agreement of the breeder.

(d) Domesticated waterfowl, game
birds and guineas meeting the require-
ments for participation for any of the
classifications specified in § 145.10 may
be designated as coming within such
classification.

§ 145.9 Terminology and classifica-
tion; hatcheries. Participating hatch-
eries and dealers shall be designated as
“NPIP Participating.”

§ 145.10 Terminology and classifica=
tion; flocks and products. Participating
flocks, and the eggs and chicks produced
from them, which have met the respec-
tive requirements specified in this
§ 145.10 may be designated by the fol-
lowing terms or illustrative designs:

(a) U. S. Record of Perjormance.
Females meeting prescribed standards
for performance as individuals or fam-
ilies as provided in § 145.18 or males
meeting the pedigree requirements in
§ 145.19,

RECORD OF
PERFORMANCE

FIGURE 2,

(b) USROP Performance Tested Par-
ent Stock. Stock meeting the require-
ments prescribed in § 145.20.

[PEREORMANCE ||
TESTED

NPIP

F1GURE 3.

(¢) U. 8. Certified For Eggs. (1) All
males ROP, or (2) all males and females
from ROP Performance Tested Parent
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stock for egg production mated in the
same combination as used in the parent
flock.

CERTIFIED
FOR EGGS

Ficore 4.

(d) U.S. Certified For Meat. All males
and females from ROP Performance
Tested Parent Stock for meat production,
mated in the same combination as used
in the parent flock.

CERTIFIED
FOR MEAT

FIGURE 5,

(e) U. S. Approved. All males and
females selected by Authorized Agents
according to standards prescribed by the
Official State Agency or the State College

ju.S.
APPROV

ED

FIGURE 6.

) U. 8. Pullorum-Typhold Passed,
Flocks in which no pullorum or typhoid
reactors were found on the last official
blood test provided for in § 145.5 (c).

Pullorum-Typhoid

PASSED

| NPIP B

FI1GURE 7.

(@) U. 8. Pullorum-Typhoid Clean
Flocks in which no pullorum or typhoic
reactors were found on two consecutive
official blood tests provided for ir
§ 1455 (¢). Flocks acquired from par-
ticipating sources may qualify if no re-
actors are found on the first or any sub-
sequent official test. In order to sell
hatching eggs or chicks of this classifica-

tion, all hatehing eggs and chicks han-

dled must meet these requirements.
Pullorum-Typhoid

] @ By
| NPIP |

FIGURE 8.

§ 145.11 Supervision. (a) The Offi-
clal State Agency may designate quali=-
fled persons as Authorized Agents to do
the selecting, blood collecting and blood
testing work provided for in §§ 145.5,
145.10, and 145.14.

(b) The Official State Agency shall
employ or authorize qualified persons as
State Inspectors to perform, or supervise
the performance of, the selecting and
testing of participating flocks and to
perform the official inspections necessary
to verify compliance’ with the require-
ments of the Plan.

§ 145.12 Inspections. (a) Each par-
ticipating hatchery shall be inspected a
sufficient number of times each year to
satisfy the Official State Agency that the
operations of the hatchery are in com-
pliance with the provisions of the Plan.

(b)> Each year a sample of the flocks
selected or tested by Authorized Agents
shall be inspected by a State Inspector.
This must include the inspection of some
flocks of each hatchery. Each flock
inspection shall include the examination
of a sufficient number of males and
females and, in flocks qualified for par-
ticipation by the whole-blood test, the
blood testing of a sufficient number of
birds, to determine whether the work of
the Authorized Agent was satisfactory
and that the flock is qualified for par-
ticipation.

§ 145.13 Debarment from participa-
tion. Non-compliance with the provi-
sions of the Plan, or regulations of the
Official State Agency under § 145.2, not
corrected within the time specified by
the Official State Agency, shall be
grounds for the Official State Agency to
bar a participant from further partici-
pation for a period to be determined in
each case by the Official State Agency.
Such action shall not be taken until a
thorough investigation has been made
by the Official State Agency and the par-
ticipant has been given an opportunity
for a hearing,

§ 145.14 Blood testing. (a) The offl-
clal blood test shall be the standard tube
agglutination test, the rapid serum test,
or the stained-antigen, rapid, whole-
blood test, conducted by an Authorized
Agent or State Inspector. The recom-
mended procedures for conducting such
tests are described in Subpart A, Part
147, of this chapter. Each lot of antigen
used for the whole-blood test shall be
approved by the Department.

(b) ‘There shall be an interval of at
least 21 days between any official blood
test and any previous test with pul-
lorum-typhoid antigen.

(c) All chickens to be used as breeders
must be tested when more than five
months of age.

(d) All domesticated fowl on the farm
of the participant shall either be prop-
erly tested to meet the same standards
as the participating flock or these birds
and their eggs shall be separated from
the participating floek and its eggs.

() All tests with Salmonella antigens
of flocks participating in or candidates

for participation in the Plan shall be

reported to the Official State Agency
within 10 days following the completion
of such tests. All reactors shall be con-.
sidered in determining the classification
of the flock.

(f) Reactors may be submitted to &
laboratory for autopsy and bactericlogi-
cal examination. The laboratory and
the number of reactors to be submitted
shall be designated by the Official State
Agency. The recommended minimum
procedure for bacteriological examina-
tion is described in Subpart B, Part 147
of this chapter. In case such bacterio-
logical examination fails to demonstrate
pullorum or typhoid infection, the flock
shall be deemed t6 have had no pullorum
or typhoid reactors. If other members
of the Salmonella group are isolated, the
Official State Agency may disqualify the
flock for participation, or require such
other action as is deemed necessary with
respect to the infection.

§ 145.15 USROP; general. The ROP
classification may be attained by:

(a) The qualification of individual
birds through trapnesting and pedigree
breeding, or

(b) The qualification of floeks through
the performance of their progeny in a
central random sample test, as specified
in §§ 145.25 and 145.26, or in any other
central random sample test approved for
this purpose by the Department.

§ 145.16 USROP; participation. (a)
Any person who, in the opinion of the
Official State Agency, has the facilities
for conducting a systematic program of
poultry breeding is eligible for ROP
participation.

(b) Each participant shall either trap-
nest the entry for ROP female qualifica~
tion or enter a central random sample
test for flock qualification. Participants
trapnesting for ROP female qualifica-
tion are also encouraged to enter central
and on-the-farm random sample tests
annually as a measure of the perform-
ance of their stock.

§ 145.17 USROP; enitry. (a) The
entry may consist of any breed and
variety, strain, cross thereof, or hybrid
combination bred for the production of
eggs, meat or both.

(b) Candidates for female qualifica-
tion shall be trapnested under the super-
vision of the Official State Agency.

(¢) Candidates for flock qualification
a5 ROP Performance Tested Parent
Stock for egg production shall be repre-
sented by an enfry in a central random
i%m)ple egg production test (see § 145.15

M.

(d) Candidates for flock qualification
as ROP Performance Tested Parent
Stock for meat production shall be rep-
resented by an entry in a central random
E%m)ple meat production test (see § 145.15

)).

§ 145.18 USROP; qualification of fe=
males. (a) Females may qualify as
ROP females as follows:

(1) If an individual bird has laid at
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the rate of 60 percent or more during a
period of at least 10 consecutive months,
when trapnested a minimum of five days
per month and a minimum of 100 days;
or

(2) If the members of an entire fam-
ily of six or more full sisters have laid
at an average rate of 65 percent or more
during a pcriod of at least 10 consecu~

tive months, when trapnested a mini-
mum of five days per month and a mini-
mum of 100 days; or

(3) If the members of an entire fam-
ily of eight or more full sisters have laid
at an average rate of 70 percent or more
when trapnested a minimum of five days
per week and a minimum of 13 consecu-
tive weeks.

(b) The trapnest period for each bird

shall start with the first egg laid in a
trapnest by such bird.

§ t45.19 USROP; qualification of
males. A male may qualify as an ROP
male provided:

(a) The pedigree record and wing
band shall show that he was produced
from an ROP sire and an ROP dam in a
single-male mating, except that for be-
ginning ROP participants a male may
qualify on other bases acceptable to the
Official State Agency and the APH
Branch, such as having a full sister
family meet the requirements of § 145.18
(a) (2) or (3); and

(b) In any event the male shall meet
the following physical requirements:

(1) Exhibit health and constitutional
vigor and show no evidence of any dis-
ease, for example, misshapen pupil or
deformed leg indicative of leukosis;

(2) Show no serious physical de-
formities such as crooked back, wry tail,
crooked beak, extremely crooked breast
bone or toes; and

(3) Be reasonably representative of
the breed and variety and meet the
minimum weight standards as currently
specified in the Standard of Perfection
published by the American Poultry
Association.

§ 145.20 USROP; flock qualification
as ROP Performance Tested Parent
Stock. (a) Flocks offered for qualifica-
tion under §§ 145.16 and 145.17 and for
which reports have been made as re-
quired by § 145.22 may qualify as:

(1> ROP Performance Tested Parent
Stock for egg production when progeny
from such stock entered in an officially
recognized central random sample egg
production test (1) laid at an average
rate of at least 60 percent on a hen-
housed basis; or (ii) ranked among the
top third of the entries in rate of lay.
(When the breeder has entries in more
than one central random sample test,
qualification shall be based upon the
average performance records in all such
tests.)

(2) ROP Performance Tested Parent
Stock for meat production when progeny
from such stock entered in an officially
recognized central random sample meat
production test (i) laid at an average
rate of at least 50 percent on a hen-
housed basis and had an average 9 week
weight of at least 2.5 pounds for pullets
and 3.0 pounds for cockerels; or (ii).
ranked in the top third of the entries in
rate of lay and rate of growth. «When
the breeder has entries in more than one
central random sampie test, qualification
shall be based upon the average perform-

ance records in all such tests.)

(b) Stock classified as ROP Perform-
ance Tested Parent Stock may retain
that classification for two years after
classification, provided (1) the stock is
maintained under the supervision of the
qualifying breeder, and is mated in the
same combination, and

(2) the breeder remains eligible for
ROP participation under § 145.16 (a)
and maintains an entry in a central
random sample test as provided for in
§ 145.17 (c) or (d).

§ 145.21 USROP; sale of ROP and
ROP Performance Tested Parent Stock
products. (a) When products are sold
or offered for sale under the ROP classi-
fication:

(1) The breeder must have on file evi-
dence that such products are from single
male matings of qualified ROP males
and ROP females.

(2) A copy of such evidence, including
records of egg production, hatching and
pedigree, must be submitted routinely to
the Official State Agency.

(3) Eggs sold, or set for the sale of
chicks or stock, shall weigh at least 1114o
oz. each.

(4) Reports of trapnest records shall
be in terms of percent production, except
that records based on 3-, 4-, 5-, 6-, or
T-day-a-week trapnesting for a 365-day
trapnest period, may be reported in
number of eggs. Reports of trapnest
records shall show the number of days of
trapnesting on which such records were
based.

(b) When products are sold or offered
for sale as ROP Performance Tested
Parent Stock, the breeder shall be able
to substantiate by records filed with the
Official State Agency ¢hat such products
are from matings qualified as ROP Per=
formance Tested Parent Stock,

§ 145.22 USROP; annual summary.
The ROP Supervisor shall submit to the
APH Branch, for publication, whichever
of the following reports are appropriate
for each ROP entry:

(a) A central or on-the-farm egg pro-
duction test report shall comprise the
following:

(1) Name and location of test;

(2) Breed and variety of entry (indi-
cate if the entry is a crossbred, strain
cross, or hybrid combination) ;

(3) Breeder’s grade designation of
chicks entered;

(4) Total number of females in the
flock or flocks from which sample was
drawn;

(5) Number of pullet chicks started;

(6) Number of pullets housed;

(7) Age at which pullets attained 50
percent production;

(8) Average egg weight of pullets at
time 50 percent production was attained;

(9) Average egg production to 500 days
of age, hen-housed basis, number and
perceiit;

(10> Average egg production in num-
ber of eggs to 500 days of age, hen-day
basis;

(11) Adult mortality:

(12) Average egg weight based on one
or more weighings during the period
January, Pebruary, and March;

(13) Average body weight based on
January, February or March weighing:

(14) Interior egg quality data, if avail-
able and requested by breeder;

(b) A central or on-the-farm meat

production test veport shall comprise the
following:

(1) For the growing phase:

(1) Name and location of test;

(ii) Breed and variety of entry (indi-
cate if the entry is a crossbred, strain
cross, or hybrid combination);

(iii) Breeder’s grade designation of
chicks entered;

(iv) Total number of females in flock
or flocks from which sample was drawn;

(v) Number of chicks started;

(vi) Mortality to 9 weeks of age;

(vii) Average 9-week weight and vari=
ability of all pullets;

(viii) Average 9-week weight and vari-
ability of all cockerels;

(ix) Number of cockerels dressed (at
least 50 selected at random at 9 weeks
of age);

(x) Average live weight of dressed
cockerels;

(xi) Average New York dressed weight
before chilling;

(xii) Average eviscerated weight, if
available;

(xiii) Number of Grade A, B, and C
carcasses, based on fleshing; finish; and
freedom from pinfeathers;*

(xiv) Number of birds rejected due to
crooked or dented keel, hunchback, mis=
shapen bones, calluses and Dblisters,
scabby or discolored backs, black, blue
or green color showing through skin;
and

(2) For the laying phase:

(i) Name and location of test;

(ii) Breeder's grade designation of
entry (female parent stock);

(iii) 'Total number of females in flock
or flocks from which sample was drawn;

(iv) Number of pullets housed;

(v) Adult mortality for 300 days;

(vi) Average egg production in per-
cent for a period of 300 days, hen-housed
basis; X

(vii) Average egg production in per-
cent for a period of 300 days, hen-day
basis;

(viii) Average egg weight;

(ix) Hatchability (in a central test
based on eggs hatched for the growing
phase, and in an on-the-farm test as
provided in § 145.29 (b)) ;

(c) The report for a participant who
had no entry in a performance test shall
comprise the following (this report shall
also be submitted for other participants
at their request):

(1) Breed and variety of the entry;

(2) Total number of pullets of this
breed and variety on the farm;

(3) Number of pullets of this breed
and variety trapnested for entry in ROP;

(4) Number of pullets trapnested
which were individually pedigreed;

(5) Number meeting the ROP require-
ments;

(8) Percentage of birds trapnested
meeting the ROP requirements;

(7) Average egg weight of all birds »

trapnested (based on the average of not
less than the first five and not more than
the first ten individual egg weights taken
by the breeder and the ROP Inspector at
a time previously agreed upon by the
breeder and Official State Agency) ;

1The grading will be based on United
States Classes, Standards, and Grades for
Poultry as contained in 7 CFR Part 70, Sub-
part B.
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(8) Average body weight of all birds
trapnested (This is optional with the
breeder).

§ 145.23 USROP; duties of ROP Su-~
pervisor. 'The ROP Supervisor shall rep-
resent the Official State Agency in its
supervision of ROP participation.

(a) For participants having candi-
dates for female qualification, he shall
keep on file in his office for at least five
years a record of

(1) All qualified males, with at least
one-generation pedigree showing rec-
ords of egg production of the female
ancestors;

(2) All qualified females with records
of their egg production for their qualify-
ing period;

(3) All single-male matings; and

(4) All ROP chicks with at least one-
generation pedigree.

(b) For participants having entries in
performance tests, he shall keep on file
in his office for at least five years all rec-
ords made in performance tests.

(¢) He shall submit the reports re-
quired in § 145.22.

§ 14524 USROP; duties of ROP In-
spector. The ROP Inspector shall work
under the direction of the ROP Super-
visor.

(a) For participants having candi-
dates for female qualification, he shall:

(1) Visit, and inspect the. work of,
each breeder at least four times a year,
his visits to be so timed that each season
of the year shall be represented and at
least three of these visits shall be
unannounced;

(2) Trapnest on each inspection
enough pens of ROP candidates to satisfy
the Official State Agency as to the ac-
curacy of the breeder's trapnest records;

(3) During the official egg weighing
period for the breeder provided under
§ 145.22 (¢) (1, weigh and record the
weight of the egg laid by each bird
trapnested;

(4) Examine hens apparently out of
production and determine whether they
are being credited with eggs;

(5) During the breeding season, ex-
amine all birds in single-male matings
to see that the birds which constitute
these matings are properly listed with
the supervisor;

(6) Compare the number of eggs
being incubated from each hen with
the number she is credited with having
laid during the corresponding period,
and subsequently with the number of
chicks reported hatched and wing-
banded. (He shall have the authority
to examine for fertility the eggs being
incubated) ;

(7) Make an annual inspection of
pedigree-hatching facilities and meth-
ods and chick-banding techniques.

(b) For participants having entries in
performance tests, he shall:

(1) Select at random the entries pro-
vided for in §§ 145.17 (¢) and (d), 145.25,
145.26, 145.27, 145.28 and 145.29;

(2) Make the inspections required in
§§ 145.27, 145.28 and 145.29.

§ 145.25 USROP; central random
sample egg production test. (a) A cen-
tral random sample egg production test
shall be conducted at a neutral location

under the supervision of an Official State
Agency and shall consist of entries from
two or more participants.

(b) The sample to be tested shall con-
sist of a random sample of eggs selected
by the ROP Inspector from all mated
pullets used to produce the grade of

. chicks to be tested.

(¢) At least 50 pullet chicks, hatched
from these eggs, shall be started for
each entry.

(d) Pen egg production and mortality
shall be recorded daily until the birds are
500 days of age.

(e) At the end of the test a summary
for each entry shall be submitted by the
ROP Supervisor to the APH Branch, for
publication, including the items specified

~in §145.22 (a).

§ 145.26 USROP; cenlral random
sample meat production test. (a) A
central random sample meat produc-
tion test shall be conducted at a neutral
location under the supervision of an
Official State Agency and shall consist
of entries from two or more participants.

(b) The sample (1) for the growing
phase shall consist of a random sample
of eggs selected by the ROP Inspector
from all mated pullets used to produce
the grade of chicks to be tested; and (2)
for the laying phase shall consist of a
random sample of eggs, or chicks, or
4-8 month old pullets selected at random
by the ROP Inspector from the female
parent stock.

(¢) Hatchability shall be based on
eggs hatched for the growing phase.

(d) At least 250 straight-run chicks
shall be started in the growing phase for
each entry.

(e) At least 50 pullets or pullet chicks
shall be started in the laying phase for
each entry.

(f) Pen egg production and mortality
shall be recorded daily for a period of
300 days.

(g) At 9 weeks of age individual body
weights shall be recorded by sex for the
growing phase entry. At this time a
minimum of 50 cockerels shall be selected
at random and dressed under the super-
vision of the ROP Inspector.

(h) At the end of the test a summary
for each entry shall be submitted by the
ROP Supervisor to the APH Branch, for
publication, including the items specified
in § 145.22 (b).

§ 145.27 On-the-farm  performance
tests; general. (a) These tests shall be
conducted under the supervision of the
Official State Agency on the breeder’s
farm or at some other location under
his control.

(b) Good but not impractical com-
mercial conditions shall prevail.

(¢) The entries shall be selected by
the ROP Inspector and each bird shall be
identified with official, sealed and num-
bered bands at the time of selection.

(d) Accurate mortality records shall
be kept for the duration of the test, and
any bird removed from the test pen shall
be considered as a mortality.

(e) Trapnesting of the entry shall be
optional with the participant.

(f) There shall be a minimum of six
unannounced inspections, with at least
two during the period January, February
and March,

(g) The inspector shall determine the
number of eggs laid on the day of inspec-
tion as a check on the accuracy of the
breeder’s records.

(h) The inspector shall weigh, either
individually or as a lot, the eggs laid
on the days of inspection during the
period January, February and March,
and the average egg weight shall be com-
puted from these weights.

(i) The entry shall be housed as a
unit in a separate pen or building during
the time egg production is being
recorded.

(3> At the end of an on-the-farm test
a summary for each entry shall be sub-
mitted by the Official State Agency to
the APH Branch for publication, includ-
ing for an egg production test the items
specified in § 145.22 (a) and for a meat
production test the items specified in
§145.22 (b),

§ 145.28 On-the-farm performance
test; egg oproduction. (a) An entry
shall consist of at least 125 pullet chicks
selected at random by the ROP Inspec-
tor and identified with sealed official
wing bands at hatching time.

(b) Pen egg production shall be re-
corded daily until the birds are 500 days
of age.

(¢) The inspector shall weigh the pul-
lets, either individually or as a lot, on
one of the days of inspection during the
period January, February and March,
and the average body weight shall be
computed from these weights.

§ 145.28 On-the-farm performance
test; meat production. (a) The entry
shall consist of (1) 250 or more straight-
run chicks of the grade to be tested,
selected at random by the ROP Inspector
from those produced by all mated pullets
used to produce the grade of chicks to
be tested; and R

(2) 100 or more (February, March or
April-hatched) pullets selected at ran-
dom at 4 to 6 months of age from the
female parent stock of the chicks to be
tested.

(b) The chicks shall be floor brooded
to 9 weeks of age, with no more than 11
square feet of floor space per bird.

(¢) The inspector shall weigh and
record the weight and sex of each bird
at @ weeks of age. At this time a mini-
mum of 50 cockerels shall be selected at
random and dressed under the supervi-
sion of the inspector.

(d) Pen egg production and mortality
shall be recorded daily for a period of
300 days.

(e) Hatchability shall be determined
by the inspector by checking at random,
the hatchability of at least 1,000 eggs
from those produced by all mated pullets
used to produce the grade of chicks to be
tested.

(f) The entrant shall be disqualified
by any misrepresentation, falsification or
use of artificial practices (except lights)
such as plumping, hormones, ete.

*§ 145.30 National random sample per-
formance testing program. The national
random sample performance testing pro-
gram embodies the operation of central
performance tests available to any poul-
try breeder in accordance with the fol-
lowing provisions:
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(a) The tests shall be conducted co-
operatively by the Department and a
State Agricultural Experiment Station
or other State Agency approved for the
purpose by the Department.

(b) The program shall be conducted
under the supervision and control of a
governing board, which shall be com-
posed of:

(1) Members nominated and elected
by persons participating in the testing
program and approved by the cooperat-~
ing agencies; and

(2) One ex officio member from each
cooperating agency.

(¢) The detailed plan of operation of
the tests subject to the approval of the
governing board shall be as follows:

(1) The test shall be available to any
poultry breeder approved by the govern-
ing board. The entry shall be limited,
however, to flocks certified, by an agency
recognized by the governing board, as
negative to a pullorum test.

(2) The breeder may carry on any
type of breeding program desired, in-
cluding hybridization, crossbreeding, etc.

(3) The test shall be conducted, inso-
far as possible, under favorable practical
conditions. (There shall be no deliberate
exposure to disease.)

(4) The results of both the egg pro-
duction and meat phase shall be
promptly published at the conclusion of
each year’s test. The publication shall
include an interpretation of the statis-
tical validity of the results;

(56) The actual performance on each
reportable item shall be published
rather than a ranking based on one
character or combination of characters.

(6) All entries shall consist of suf-
ficient hatching eggs (450) to produce
125 pullet chicks.

(7) Hatching eggs shall be selected at
random by a disinterested person
designated by the test management.

(8) Hatching eggs shall be selected
from those used to produce a designated
commercial grade of the breeder’s
chicks.

(9) The type of entry shall be desig-
nated as: “single-strain purebred”
(suitable for use in breeding flocks) or
llotllersn'

(10) The eggs shall be set on a date
determined by the governing board.

(11) Records shall be kept on the fer-
tility and hatchability of the eggs sub-
mitted.

(12) Chicks shall be reared inter-
mingled to housing time. (The same
number of chicks from each entry to be
brooded and reared together.)

(13) They shall be range reared.

(14) All birds removed from the test
pen except males resulting from errors
in sexing shall be considered as mortal-
ity. (When males are removed the num-
ber of chicks entered shall be adjusted
accordingly.)

(15) Rearing mortality shall be based
on the period from hatching to 160 days
of age.

(16) Laying house mortality shall be
based on the period from 160 days to 500
days of age.

(17) All sick or dead birds remcved
from the test shall be autopsied.

an

(?8) Each entry shall house
separately not later than 160 days of
age and until the end of the test period.

(18) All eggs lald subsequent to hous-
ing shall be credited to the entry.

(20) Pen production records shall be
kept from the date of housing until 500
days from date of hatching.

(21) Egg weight shall be determined
by grading the eggs into the market
grades, with respect to weight only.
The eggs from each entry shall be
graded one day a week from laying to
February 1, and one day a month there-
after.

(22) Body weight shall be determined
in January, February or March by bulk
weighing the pullets.

(23) Egg quality data shall be col-
lected one day a month during the
months of November, January, March,
and May. This shall be based on meas-
urements of all the eggs laid that day
and shall include the following:

(i) Egg shape;

(ii) Shell thickness;

(iii) Meat and blood spots; and

(iv) Albumen quality (broken out
basis).

(24) Feed consumption data shall be
recorded from housing to the end of the
test. All-mash rations approved by the
test management shaill be fed through-
out the test.

(25) For an entry in the meat pro-
duction phase, the following additional
provisions shall apply:

(1) Twenty-four (24) male -chicks
of the male line used to produce the meat
production chicks shall be started at
hatching time.

(ii) Of the 24 males, eight males shall
be selected and mated with the pullet
entry at housing time. Rotating or
shifting the males is desirable in which
case 16 males would be used.

(iii) Eggs shall be collected and
hatched from the test pen a minimum
of twice a year and as many more times
as feasible with available facilities.

(iv) A sufficient number of eggs shall
be set to produce 200 straight run chicks.
‘This flgure may be modified, depending
on the number of entries to be tested,
the facilities available, and the number
of growth trials to be conducted
annually.

(v) Chicks referred to in subdivision
'(iv) of this subparagraph shall be
‘reared to 10 weeks of age at which time
‘the entire lot shall be dressed.

(26) Additional details to apply to the
growing test of the meat production
phase are as follows:

(i) Hatchability and {fertility data
shall be obtained for the eggs collected
for the production of chicks for the
growing test.

(i) Livability shall be determined for
the periods of hatching to two weeks of
age and two weeks to 10 weeks of age.

(iii) Feed consumption to 10 weeks of
age shall be collected, assuming that
each entry can be reared separately.

(iv) The following additional data
shall be collected at 10 weeks by sexes:

(a) Individual live body weights.

(b) New York dressed weight of entire
lot.

(¢) Eviscerated weight of entire lot.
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(d) Percent of birds of Grade A, B, and
C for fleshing; for finish; and for free-
dom from pinfeathers.?

PART 146—NATIONAL TURKEY IMPROVE-
MENT PrLAN (TURKEYS AND CERTAIN
OTHER POULTRY)

Bec.
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146.2
146.3
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Admlinistration.
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General provisions for all partici-
pants.

Specific provisions for patticipating
flocks.

Specific provisions for participating
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USROP; general.
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Central turkey meat production test.

On-the-farm turkey meat produc-
tion test.

AUTHORITY: §§ 146.1 to 146.31 issued under
sec. 101, 58 Stat. 734, as amended; 7 U. 8. C.
429,

§ 146.1 Definitions. Except where
the context otherwise requires, for the
purposes of this Part the following terms
shall be construed, respectively, to mean:

(a) Plan. The provisions of the Na-
tional Turkey Improvement Plan con-
tained in this Part.

(b) Person. A natural person, firm,
or corporation.

(¢) Department. The United States
Department of Agriculture.

(d) APH Branch. The Animal and
Poultry Husbandry Research Branch of
the Agricultural Research Service 6f the
Department.

(e) State. Any State, the District of
Columbia, Alaska, Hawalii, or Puerto
Rico.

(f) Offlcial State Agency. The State
authority recognized by the Department
to cooperate in the administration of
the Plan.

(g) State Inspector. Any person em-
ployed or authorized under § 146.11 (b)
to perform functions under this part.

(h) Authorized Agent. Any person
designated under § 146.11 (a) to perform
functions under this part.

146.5
146.6
146.7

146.8 and classiflcation;

146.9 and  classification;

146.10 classification;
146.11
146.12
146.13
146.14
146.15
146.16
146.17
146.18
146.19
146.20

146.21
146.22
146.23
146.24
146.25

146.26
146.27
146.28
146.29
146.30
146.31

*The grading will be based on U. 8.
Classes, Standards, and Grades for Poultry
as contalned {n 7 CFR Part 70, Subpart B.
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(i) ROP Supervisor. 'The person em-
ployed or authorized to perform func-
tions under § 146.27.

(j) ROP Inspeclor. The person em=~
ployed or authorized to perform func-
tions under § 146.28.

(k) Affiliated flockowner. A flock-
owner who is participating in the Plan
through an agreement with a participat-
ing hatchery.

(1) Flock— (1) As applied to breeding.
All turkeys of one kind of mating (va-
riety or combination of stocks) and of
one classification on one farm;

(2) As applied to disease control, All
of the turkeys on one farm, except that,
at the discretion of the Official State
Agency, any group of turkeys which is
segregated from another group and has
been so segregated for a period of at
least 21 days may be considered as a
separate flock.

(m) Halchery. Hatchery equipment
on one premises operated or controlled
by any person for the production of
poults.

(n) Produets. Turkey breeding stock
and hatching eggs, and poults.

(0) Baby poults. Poults that have
not been fed or watered.

(p) USROP or ROP. U. S. Record of
Performance.

(q) Strain. Turkey breeding stock
bearing a given name produced by a
breeder through at least five generations
of closed flock breeding. Only (1) first
generation progeny (F,) of stock origi-
nating from eggs produced under the di-
rect supervision of the breeder, or (2)
stock multiplied by persons designated
by the breeder, may be designated as of
the breeder’s strain.

(r) Trade name or number. A name
or number compatible with State or Fed-
eral laws and regulations applied to a
specified stock or product thereof, and
which has been filed with the Official
State Agency together with a descrip-
tion of such stock.

(s) Broad-breasted. A term used to
describe a type of turkey which at the
time of 'selection, and no later than 30
weeks of age, has a breast width at a
point 134 inches above the keel of at
least 312 inches, for both toms and hens.

81462 Administration. The De-
partment cooperates through a Memo-
randum of Understanding with Official
State Agencies in the administration of
the Plan. The Official State Agency
shall carry out the administration of the
Plan within the State according to the
applicable provisions of the Plan and
Memorandum of Understanding. The
Official State Agency of any State may
adopt regulations applicable to the ad-
ministration of the Plan in such State
further defining the provisions of the
Plan or establishing higher standards
compatible with the Plan.

§ 146.3 Participation. (a) Any per-
son producing or dealing in poultry
products may participate in the - Plan
when he has (1) demonstrated, to the
satisfaction of the Official State Agency,
that his facilities, personnel, and prac-
tices are adequate for carrying out the
applicable provisions of the Plan; and
(2) signed an agreement with the Offi-
cial State Agency to comply with the

general and the applicable specific pro-
visions of the Plan and any regulations
of the Official State Agency under
§ 146.2. Afnliated flockowners may par-
ticipate without signing an agreement
with the Official State Agency.

(b) Each participant shall comply
with the Plan throughout the operating
year of the Official State Agency, or un-
til released by such Agency.

(c) A participant in any State shall
participate with all of his turkey hatch-
ing egg supply flocks and hatchery oper-
ations within such State.

(d) No person shall be compelled by
the Official State Agency to qualify
products for any of the classifications
described in § 146.10 (a), (b), (¢) and
(d) as a condition of qualification for
either of the classifications described in
§ 146.10 (e) and ).

(e) Participation in the Plan shall
entitle the participant to use the Plan
emblem reproduced below:
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§ 146.4 General provisions for all par-
ticipants. (a) Records of purchases
and sales and the identity of products
handled shall be maintained in a man-
ner satisfactory to the Official State
Agency.

(b) Products, records of sales and

purchases of products, and material used
to advertise products shall be Ssubject
to inspection by the Official State Agency
at any time,

(¢) Advertising must be in accordance
with the Plan and applicable rules and
regulations of the Official State Agency
and the Federal Trade Commission.

(d) Participants may not buy or re-
ceive for any purpose products from non-
participants, or sell products of non-
participants, except with the permission
of -the Official State Agency for use in
breeding flocks or for experimental pur-
poses. .

(e) The minimum weight of turkey
hatching eggs shipped interstate shall
be 2V; ounces each for small variefies
and 2% ounces each for other varieties,
unless otherwise specified by the pur-
chaser of the eggs.

(f) Standard and broad breasted tur-
keys of the same variety may not be
kept on the same premises or hatched in
the same hatchery.

(g) When artificial Insemination Is
used, its use and the extent of its use

shall be stated in all performance re-
ports.

§ 146.5 Specific provisions for par=
ticipating fiocks. (a) Poultry houses
and the land in the immediate vicinity
thereof shall be kept in sanitary condi-
tion acceptable to the Official State
Agency.

(b) All flocks shall consist of birds
that have been selected for health, vigor
and freedom from physical deformities
of economic importance by an Author-
ized Agent or State Inspector.

(¢) A flock shall be deemed to be a
participating flock at any time only if it
has been officially blood tested within
the past 12 months with no pullorum or
typhoid reactors on the last test. (See
§ 146.14 relating to the official blood
test.)

(d) Each bird shall be identified with
a sealed and numbered band obtained
through or approved by the official State
Agency.

§ 146.6 Specific provisions for par-
ticipating hatchieries. (a) Hatcheries
shall be kept in sanitary condition ac-
ceptable to the Official State Agency.

(b) A hatchery -which keeps started
poultry (poultry that has been fed or
watered) must keep such poultry sepa-
rated from the incubator room in a man-
ner satisfactory to the Official State
Agency.

(¢) All poults offered for sale under
Plan terminology shall be normal and
typical of the variety, eross, or other
combination represented.

(d) Eggs incubated shall be sound in
shell and reasonably uniform in shape.
Eggs shall be trayed and poults boxed
with a view to uniformity of size.

(e) All hatcheries operated under the
same name, ownership, or management
within a State shall participate in the
Plan if any of them ‘are to participate.

§ 1467 Specific provisions for partic-
ipating dealers. Dealers in turkey
breeding stock or hatching eggs or poults
shall comply with all provisions in this
Part which apply to their operations.

§ 1468 Terminology and classifica-
tion; general. (a) The official classi-
fication terms defined in §§ 146.9 and
146.10 and the various designs illustra-
tive of the official classifications as repro-
duced in § 146.10 may be used only by
participants and to describe products
that have met all the specific require-
ments of such classifications. (See also
§ 146.16 (e).)

(b) Products produced under the Plan
shall lose their identity under Plan ter-
minology when they are purchased for
resale by, or consigned to, non-partic-
ipants.

(¢) Particlpating flocks and the eggs
and poults produced from them may be
designated by their own strain or trade
name.

(d) Domesticated waterfowl, game
birds and guineas meeting the require~
ments for participation for any of the
classifleations specified in § 146.10 may
be designated as coming within such
classiflcation.

» §146.9 Termigology and classifica~
tion; hatcheries. Participating hatch-
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eries and dealers shall be designated as
“NTIP Participating.”

§ 146.10 Terminology and classifica-
tion; flocks and products. Participat-
ing flocks, and the eggs and poults pro-
duced from them, which have met the
respective requirements specified in this
§ 146.10 may be designated by the fol-
lowing terms or illustrative designs:

(a) U. S. Record of Performance.
Males and females meeting prescribed
standards as provided in §§ 146.18 and
146.19. (Hatching eggs and poults des-
ignated as ROP must also meet the
requirements specified in §§ 146.23 and

146.24, respectively.)
RECORD OF
PERFORMANCE
\ NTIP

Frcure 10.

(b) U. 8. Performance Tested Parent
Stock. Flocks represented in both a
turkey reproduction test as provided for
in § 146.29 and in a central turkey meat
production test as provided for in
§ 146.30 by entries that have met the
following performance standards:

(1) Average poult production of at
least 20 salable poults per hen in eight
weeks;

(2) Poult livability of at least 90 per-
cent to eight weeks of age. As an alter-
native, in case of excessive mortality in
the entire test, the entry shall qualify
for livability if the livability is above the
average of the test.

UsS

PERFORMANCE
TESTED
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(¢) U. S. Certified. Flocks meeting
one of the three following specifications:

(1) All males ROP or from ROP mass
matings.

(2) Males and females from flocks
composed of the following: ROP males
or males from ROP mass matings mated
to females from ROP qualified matings;
or ROP mass matings; or ROP candi-

date matings in which 50 percent or.

more of the dam’s family qualified for
ROP. (Poults produced under this sub-
paragraph for use in U. S. Certified
flocks shall be properly identified at
hatching time.)

(3) Males and females from #erform-
ance Tested Parent Stock. In case the
tested stock is a cross of strains, the U. S,
Certified flock shall Be a combination of
the same pure strains as used in the
tested fiock. (Poults produced under

this subparagraph for use in U, 8. Certi-
fied flocks shall be properly identified
at hatching time.)

Hus

CERTIFIED

9

(d) U. S. Approved. All males and
females sclected by Authorized Agents
according to standards prescribed by the
Offizial State Agency or the State College
of Agriculture. :

HFUs.

APPROVED

Ficore 12.
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(e) U. 8. Pullorum-Typhoid Passed.
Flocks in which no pullorum or typhoid
reactors were found on the last official
blood test provided for in § 146.5 (¢).

Pullorum-Typhoid

& &
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(f) U. 8. Pullorum-Typhoid Clean.
Flocks in which no reactors were found
on the first official blood test provided
for in § 146.53 (¢): Provided, That if re-
actors are found on the first test the
flock may qualify with two consecutive
official negative tests. In order to sell
hatching egegs or poults of this classifica-
tion, all hatching eggs and poults han-
dled must be of this classification.

Pullorum-Typhoid

“

B
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§ 146.11 Supervision. (a) The Offi-
cial State Agency may designate quali-
fied parsons as Authorized Agents to do

the selecting and blood collecting pro-
vided for in §§ 146.5, 146.10, and 146.14.

(b) The Official State Agency shall
employ or authorize qualified persons as-
State Inspectors to perform, or super-
vise the performance of the selecting and
testing of parficipating flocks and to per-
form the official inspections necessary to
verify compliance with the requirements
of the Plan.

§ 146.12 Inspections. (a) Each par-
ticipating hatchery shall be inspected a
sufficient number of times each year to
satisfy the Official State Agency that the
operations of the hatchery are in com-
pliance with the provisions of the Plan.

(b) Each year at least 15 percent of
the flocks selected and tested by Author-
ized Agents shall be inspected by a State
Inspector. This must include the in-
spection of some flocks of each hatchery.
Each flock inspection shall include the
examination of a sufficient number of
males and females to determine whether
the work of the Authorized Agent was
satisfactory and that the flock is quali-
fied for participation.

§ 146.13 Debarment from participa-
tion. Non-compliance with the provi-
sions of the Plan, or regulations of the
Official State Agency under § 146.2, not
corrected within the time specified by
the Official State Agency, shall be
grounds for the Official State Agency to
bar a participant from further partici-
pation for a period to be determined in
each case by the Official State Agency.
Such action shall not be taken until a
thorough investigation has been made
by the Official State Agency and the par-
ticipant has been given an opportunity
for a hearing.

§ 146.14 Blood testing. (a) In the
official blood test, the blood shall be
drawn by an Authorized Agent or State
Inspector and tested by an authorized
laboratory, using either the standard
tube agglutination or rapid serum test,
The recommended procedures for con-
ducting such tests are described in Sub-
part A, Part 147, of this chapter.

(b) There shall be an interval of at
least 21 days between any official blood
test and any previous test with pullorum-
typhoid antigen.

(c) All turkeys to be used as breeders
must be tested when more than four
months of age.

(d) All domesticated fowl on the farm
of the participant shall either be proper-
ly tested to meet the same standards as
the participating flock or these birds
and their eggs shall be separated from
the participating flock and its eggs.

(e) All tests with Salmonella anti-
gens of flocks participating in or candi-
dates for participation in the Plan shall
be reported to the Official State Agency
within 10 days following the completion
of such tests. All reactors shall be con-
sidered in determining the classification
of the flock.

(f) Reactors may be submitted to a
laboratory for autopsy and bacteriologi-
cal examination. The laboratory and
the number of reactors to be submitted
shall be designated by the Official State
Agency. The recommended minimum
procedure for bacteriological examina-



tion is described in Subpart B, Part 147
of this chapter. In case such bacterio-
logical examination fails to demonstrate
pullorum or typhoid infection, the flock
shall be deemed to have had no pullorum
or typhoid reactors. If other members
of the Salmonella group are isolated, the
Official State Agency may disqualify the
flock for participation, or require such
other action as is deemed necessary with
respect to the infection.

(g) After a flock has been classified
by the Official State Agency, the results
of any retesting of such flocks during
the current breeding and hatching sea-
son shall not adversely affect its classi-
fication for the season, except that if
in the opinion of the Official State
Agency the amount of reaction found
in any flock is such as to be dangerous
or detrimental to thé operation of the
Plan, the Official State Agency shall re-
quire that such flock or flocks be retested
after an interval of at least 21 days, or
that use of such flocks as sources of eggs
for participants be immediately discon-
tinued. Furthermore, the Official State
Agency may require that the hatching
eggs from such flocks be removed from
the incubator and destroyed prior to
hatching.

§ 146.15 USROP, general. The ROP
classification is based on records of
egg production, hatchability, and body
weight made on the breeder’s premises
under supervision of the Ofiicial State
Agency. Records made at State colleges
of agriculture and State and Federal
experiment stations may be recognized
as ROP by Official State Agencies in
qualifying birds for use of ROP breeders.

§ 146.16 USROP; participation. (a)
Any person who, in the opinion of the
Official State Agency, has the facilities
for conducting a systematic program of
turkey breeding is eligible for ROP
participation.

(b) The participant’s farm and all egg
production, pedigree and sales records
shall be subject at all times to un-
announced inspections by the ROP In-
spector.

(c) All young hens of the variety
entered which are trapnested on the
premises of an ROP participant shall be
considered as entered in ROP.

(d) After the first two years of ROP
participation, the participant shall
maintain at least five candidate matings.

(e) The term “USROP” or “ROP” may
be used in advertising products by any
person only if he is an ROP participant
and if his candidates have met all the
requirements of this classification for
the current or preceding season.

(f) The participant shall send to the
ROP Supervisor not later than the tenth
day of each month, a complete report of
all trapnesting for the previous month.
At the end of each four hatches, he shall
also send to the ROP Supervisor on form
NPIP 8 (or substitute form) a complete
record of all pedigreed eggs set, poults
hatched and poults banded.

§ 146.17 USROP; candidate matings.
These matings shall be comprised of ROP
candidate hers and ROP toms to which
the following provisions apply:

(a) Each hen shall be identified with
an official sealed and numbered band.

(b) Only one tom, or two full brothers,
shall be allowed in a mating at any one
time and the date of entry and removal
of toms shall be properly recorded.

(¢) The hens shall be trapnested at
regular intervals each day for at least 8
consecutive weeks.

(d) Each egg shall be accurately
identified as to the hen that laid it.

(e) For each hen an accurate record
shall be kept of (1) the eggs laid during
the trapnesting period; (2) the number
of eggs sold; (3) the number of eggs
incubated; (4) the number of poults
hatched; and (5) the number of poults
banded.

(f) Each hen shall be weighed by the
breeder or the ROP Inspector about the
time the candidate begins egg produc-
tion, and the weight shall be recorded
as the nearest whole number.

(g) The poults from these matings
shall be banded with sealed and num-
bered official wing bands marked “Cand”.

§ 146.18 USROP; qualification of
hens. An ROP candidate hen which is
a reasonably good representative of the
variety in the judgment of the ROP In-
spector, may qualify as an ROP hen if
such candidate:

(a) Produces eggs at the rate of at
least 50 percent for a period of at least
eight consecutive weeks from the date
the first normal egg is laid in a trapnest;
and

(b) Produces eggs that hatech at the
rate of at least 70 percent of all eggs set
with a minimum of 20 poults hatched.
The qualifying requirements for hatch-
ability may be reduced to 65 percent
when eggs are hatched at altitudes of
3,000 to 3,499 feet and to 60 percent at
altitudes of 3,500 feet or more. All nor-
mal eggs produced by the candidate
during a period of at least eight con-
secutive weeks agreed upon by the
breeder and the ROP Supervisor shall
be sdt. Hatchability shall be expressed
as a whole number (fractions rounded
to tHe nearest whole number).

§ 146.19 USROP; qualification of
toms. Toms may qualify for the ROP
classiflcation if they are:

(a) Produced from ROP poults or from
candidate hens which subsequently
qualify as ROP hens;

(b) Good representatives of the vari-
ety with strong constitutional vigor when
examined by the ROP Inspector not
earlier than at 22 weeks of age; and

(c) Banded with an ROP sealed and
numbered leg band when passed by the
Inspector.

§ 146.20 USROP; exceptions to re-
quirements for qualification. (a) When
any disastrous event occurs that affects
the breeder’s ROP work, and when such
event is immediately brought to the at-
tention of his Official State Agency, this
agency may, with the consent of the APH
Branch, make an equitable adjustment
in the application of the qualifying re-
quirements to such breeder.

(b) To make it possible for a breeder
to get started in ROP breeding work
within his own strain, during the first
year of such work on his farm the tom
mated with ROP candidate hens in ROP
candidate matings need not be an ROP
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tom provided he is of equal pedigree or
is a U. S. Approved tom of outstanding
quality. Such toms may be used in sim-
ilar matings during the second year of
ROP breeding work, if re-examined and
passed by the ROP Inspector. No eggs or
progeny from such a mating shall be sold
as ROP products. Young toms whose
dams qualify for ROP classification may
head U. S. Certified flocks owned or con-
trolled by the breeder and may head
ROP qualified matings on the breeder’s
premises.

§ 146.21 USROP; qualified matings.
These matings shall be comprised of
ROP hens and ROP toms and shall be
maintained in accordance with the pro-
visions of § 146.17 (a), (), ), @,
and (e).

8 146.22 USROP; mass matings. (a)
These matings shall be comprised of
ROP hens with hatchability records of
85 percent or more, and ROP toms pro-
duced from hens with hatchability rec-
ords of 85 percent or more.

(b) Pen egg production and hatch-
ability records shall be kept.

(¢) Poults from these matings shall be
identified with sealed wing bands marked
“Mass mated.”

§ 146.23 USROP; haiching eggs.
Such eggs shall be from qualified ROP
matings. Each egg shall be marked
with the number of the ROP hen that
laid it and the pen or tom number of the
mating.

§ 146.24 USROP; poults. Such poults
shall be those produced from ROP
hatching eggs. The poults from each
hen shall be individually pedigreed by
the ROP breeder or ROP Inspector and
identified with sealed and numbered
official wing bands at the time of
hatching.

§ 146.25 USROP; participants pro-
ducing ROP poults from purchased egygs.
Such participants shall:

(a) Within five days after incubation
has begun, send to the Official State
Agency a list of the ROP eggs purchased;

(b) Within 5 days after hatching time,
send to the Official State Agency -a list
of the poults hatched from each dam
and their respective wing band numbers.

8 146.26 USROP; sale of products.
(a) When ROP products are sold the
seller shall, at the time of shipment, send
to his ROP Supervisor a report in tripli-
cate showing: (1) the name and address
of the purchaser; (2) a list of the prod-
ucts sold with the pen or sire number
and dam number of each; and (3) the
egg production, hatchability and body
weight of each dam.

(b) These reports shall be verified by
the ROP Supervisor, who shall retain
one copy and send one copy to the pur-
chaser and one to the Official State
Agency of the State to which the pro-
ducts are shipped.

§ 146.27 USROP; duties of ROP
Supervisor. The ROP Supervisor shall
represent the Official State Agency in the
supervision of ROP participation. He
shall:

(a) Keep on file in his office for at
least five years a record of (1) all ROP
qualified toms, with at least one-genera-
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tion pedigree showing ROP records of
the female ancestors; (2) all ROP qualj=-
fied hens, with records of their egg pro-
duction, hatchability and body weight;
(3) all ROP qualified and candidate
matings; and (4) all ROP poults with
at least one-generation pedigree;

(h) Furnish the APH Branch, for
publication, an annual summary of the
ROP work under his supervision, which
shall include the following information
for each flock:

(1) Variety of the entry;

(2) Total number of young hens of
this variety on the farm;

(3) Number of ROP
matings;

(4) Number of young hens entered for
ROP classification;

(5) Number of young hens meeting
the ROP requirements;

(6) Percentage of young hens en-
tered meeting the ROP requirements;

() Average rate of egg production in
percent for all candidate hens;

(8) Average hatchability of all eggs
set from all candidate hens.

§ 146.28 USROP; duties of ROP In-
spector. The ROP Inspector shall work
under the direction of the ROP Super-
visor, He shall: (a) Visit and inspect
the work of each ROP breeder at least
three times each year. (His visits shall
be unannounced, and at least two shall
be during the trapnest period) ;

(b) On each visit during the trapnest
period (1) do the trapnesting for the
day; (2) record the eggs laid by all hens
entered for ROP classiflcation; and (3)
examine hens apparently out of produc-
tion and determine whether they are
heing credited with eggs;

(¢) On ai least one visit examine all
birds in both ROP matings and ROP
candidate matings to see that birds in
these matings are properly listed with
the supervisor;

(d) Compare the number of eggs be-
ing incubated from each hen with the
number she is credited with having laid
during the corresponding period and
subsequently with the number of poults
reported hatched and wingbanded. (He
shall have suthority to examine for fer-
tility the eggs being incubated) ;

(e) Weigh each ROP candidate as
provided in § 146.17 (f) or check the
weights of a sufficient number of can-
didates weighed by the breeder to satisfy
himself that such weights are corréct;

© (f) Examine all tom and hen candi-
dates for ROP qualification and band
with sealed and numbered leg bands all
qualified birds to be used or sold as
being of the ROP classiflcation. The
body weight and the wing- and leg~band
numbers of all toms banded shall be
recorded at the time of such examina-
tion and banding.

§146.29 Turkey reproduction test.
A turkey reproduction test is a test of
the reproductive (combination of egg
production and hatchability) qualities
of a representative sample of the en-
trant’s stock conducted under the super-
vision of the Official State Agency, in
accordance with the following pro-
visions:

(a) The test shall be available to any
participant whose flock is qualified for

candidate

the U. S. Pullorum-~Typhoid Clean class-
ification.

(b) The entry shall consist of at least
200 hens, penned separately, which are
representative of the entrant’s supply
flocks or his breeder replacement flocks.

(c) All eggs produced by the entry
during a period of at least eight con-
secutive weeks designated in advance by
the entrant, shall be incubated and com-
plete records kept on the number of eggs
produced, eggs set and salable poults
hatched.

(d) The Official State Agency shall
furnish the APH Branch, for publica-
tion, the following information for each
entry:

(1) Kind of stock (variety, strain or
cross; supply flock or breeder replace-
ment) ;

(2) Number of breeder hens entered
and total number in flocks which they
represent;

(3) Average number of salable poults
produced per hen entered at beginning
of test.

§ 146.30 Central turkey meat produc-
tion test. A central turkey meat pro-
duction test is a test of a representative
sample of the stock of two or more
entrants, to fryer-roaster or mature
marketing age, conducted under official
supervision at a neutral location, in ac-
cordance with the following provisions:

(a) The test shall be available to any
participant whose flock is qualified for
the U. S. Pullorum-Typhoid Clean class-
ification.

(b) The entry shall consist of at least
100 poults, 50 percent of each sex.

(c) A sufficient number of eggs, de-
termined by the entrant, to produce the
poults required for the entry shall be
selected by a representative of the Of-
ficial State Agency.

(d) The sample of eggs shall be taken
at random from the entrant's supply
flocks or from his breeder replacement
flocks.

(e) The eggs from all entrants shall
be incubated in one hatchery at the same
time.

(f) Poults shall be banded in each
wing with a sealed and numbered band
for identification.

(g) Poults shall be brooded and reared
either intermingled or separated by en-
tries, at the option of the test manage-
ment, provided that varieties of different
size or color shall be separated.

(h) The duration of the test shall be
determined by the test management.

(1) The following data shall be ob-
tained and reported by the Official State
Agency for each entry:

(1) Kind of stock (variety, strain or
cross; supply flock or breeder repluce-
ment) ;

(2) Number of breeder hens in the
flock or flocks from which egg sample
was drawn;

(3) Mortality to two weeks of age; to
gigixt weeks of age; and to the end of the
est;

(4) Average live weight (i) of fryer-
roaster entry at four weeks of age; at
four week intervals thereafter; and at
the close of the test; and (ii) of mature
marketing entry at eight weeks of age;
at 16 weeks of age; at 20 weeks of age;

at two week intervals thereafter; and at
the close of the test, (Such average live
weights shall be based on individual
weights and reported by sexes) ;

(5) Average eviscerated weight of all
birds completing the test, by- sexes;

(6) Average breast width, body depth
and keel length of the New York dressed
birds by sexes (The breast width shall
be measured at the widest point 134
inches above the keel. The body depth
shall be measured at the deepest point) ;

(1) Coefficient of variability of final
live and eviscerated weights and body
measurements;

18) The number of birds in each U. S.
Grade based on (i) fleshing; (ii) finish;
and ii) freedom from pin feathers, by
sexes;"

(j) The results of the tests reported to
the APH Branch by December 1 shall be
published in a national summary alpha-
betically by test and entries, with no
indication of rank.

§146.31 On-the-farm turkey meat
production test. An on-the-farm tur-
key meat production test is a test to
fryer-roaster or mature marketing age
of a representative sample of the en-
trant’s stock conducted under supervi-
sion of the Official State Agency to which
the following provisions apply:

(a) The test shall be available to any
participant whose flock is qualified for
the U. S, Pullorum-Typhoid Clean classi-
fication.

(b) An entry shall consist of at least
100 poults, either straight-run or 50 per-
cent of each sex.

(¢) The sample of poults shall be
taken at random from the entrant’s
supply flocks or from his breeder re-
placement flocks.

(d) Poults shall be banded In each
wing with a sealed and numbered band
for identification.

(e) Poults shall be brooded and reared
separately from other birds.

(f) The duration of the test shall be
determined by the Official State Ageney.

(g) The following data shall be ob-
tained and reported by the Official State
Agency for each entry:

(1) Kind of stock (variety, strain or
cross; supply flock or breeder replace-
ment) ;

(2) Number of hens in the flock or
flocks from which poult sample was
drawn;

(3) Percentage of poults started that
finished the test;

(4) Average live weight by sexes
based on individual weights of all birds
at the close of the test;

(5) Average eviscérated weight by
sexes of all birds completing the test;

(6) Average breast width, body depth
and keel length of the New York dressed
birds, by sexes (The breast width shall
be measured at the widest point 134
inches above the keel. The body depth
shall be measured at the deepest point) ;

(T) Coeflicient of wvariability of all
weights and body measurements.

1The grading will be based on United
States Classes, Standards, and Grades for
Poultry as contained in ‘7 CFR Part 70, Sub-
part B.
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(h) The results of the test reported
to the APH Branch by December 1, shall
be published in a national summary
alphabetically by entries, with no indi-
cation of rank,
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SUBPART A—BLOOD TESTING PROCEDURES

§$ 147.1 The standard tube agglutina-
tion test.! (a) The blood samples should
be collected and delivered as follows:

(1) The blood samples should be taken
by properly qualified and authorized
persons only, and in containers provided
by the laboratory. The -containers
should be stout-walled test tubes prefer-
able 3 by 3 inches, without lip, or small
well-selected medicine vials, which have
been thoroughly cleaned and dried in a
hot-air drying oven. If stoppers are used
they should be thoroughly cleaned and
dried.

(2) Sufficient blood should be procured
by making a small incision in the large
median wing vein with a small sharp
lancet and allowing the blood to run
into the tube, or by the use of a small
syringe (with 20 or 21 gage needle)
which is properly cleansed between
bleedings with physiological saline solu-
tion., To facilitate the separation of the
serum the tubes should be placed in a
slanted position until the blood has so=
lidified. After the blood has completely
clotted, they should be packed and
shipped by mail (special delivery), rapid
express, or by messenger, to the labora-
tory. All labeling must be clear and
permanent, and may be done with a suit-
able pencil on etched portions of the
tube, or by means of fast-gum labels.

(3) The blood samples must reach the
laboratory in a fresh and unhemolyzed

1'The procedure described is 2 modification
of the method reported in the Proceedings
of the United States Live Stock Sanitary As-
sociation, November 30 to December 2, 1932,
Pp. 487 to 491.

condition. Hemolyzed samples should be
rejected. It is imperative, therefore, to
cool the tubes immediately after slanting
and clotting, and unless they reach the
laboratory within a few hours, to pack
them with ice in special containers, or use
some other cooling system which will
insure their preservation during trans-
portation. In severe cold seasons, ex-
treme precautions musi be exercised to
prevent freezing and consequent laking,
The samples must be placed in cold (5°
to 10° C.) storage, immediately upon ar-
rival at the laboratory.

(b) The antigen shall consist of rep-
resentative strains of S. pullorum which
are of known antigenic composition, high
agglutinability, but are not sensitive to
negative and nonspecific sera. The
stock cultures may be maintained satis-
factorily by transferring to new sloped
agar at least once a month and keeping
at 18° to 25° C. (average room tempera-
ture) in a dark closet or chest, following
incubation for from 24 to 36 hours at 37°
C. The antigenic composition and pur-
ity of the stock cultures should be
checked consistently.

(¢) A satisfactory medium which has
been used for a long time has the fol-
lowing composition:

‘Water 1,000 cc.

Difco beef extract... ... 4 gm. (0.4 percent)

Difco Bacto-peptone__. 10 gm. (1.0 percent)

Difco dry-granular 20 gm. (2.0 percent)
agar.

Reaction-pH 6.8 to 7.2.

Large 1-inch test tubes, Kolle flasks or
Blake bottles should be streaked liberally
over the entire agar surface with inocu-
lum from 48-hour slant agar cultures
prepared from the stock cultures of the
selected strains. The antigen-growing
tubes or bottles should be incubated 48
hours at 37° C. and the surface growth
washed off with sufficient phenolized (0.5
percent) saline (0.85 percent) solution to
make a heavy suspension. The suspen-
sion should be filtered free of clumps
through a thin layer of absorbent cotton
in a Buchner funnel with the aid of suc-
tion. The antigens of the separate
strains should be combined in equal
volume-density and stored in the re-
frigerator (56° to 10° C. in tightly
stoppered bottles.

(d) Thiosulfate-Glycerin (T'G) me-
dium may be used as an alternate
medium for the preparation of tube ag-
glutination antigen. The TG medium,
formerly used for the preparation of
stained, whole-blood antigen, is de-
scribed in more detail in the article by
MacDonald, A. D., Recent Developments
in Pullorum Antigen for the Rapid,
‘Whole-Blood Test, Report of the Con-
ference of the National Poultry Im-
provement Plan, pages 122-127, 1941,
This medium provides a tube antigen of
excellent specificity and greatly in-
creases the yield of antigen from a given
amount of medium. The TG medium
has the following composition:

Beef Infusionancccueaa - 1,000 cc.

Difco Bacto-peptone_ 20 gm. (2.0 percent)

Sodium thiosulfate.... 5gm. (0.5 percent)

Ammonium chloride___ 5 gm. (0.5 percent)

Glycerin, U. 8. P. (956 20 cc. (2.0 percent)
percent).

Difco dry-granular
agar.

Reaction-pH 6.8 to 7.2.

30 gm. (3.0 percent)

Large 1-Inch test tubes, Kolle flasks,
Blake bottles or Erlenmeyer flasks should
be seeded over the entire agar surface
with inoculum from 24-hour beef infu-
sion broth cultures prepared from the
stock cultures of the selected strains.
The antigen-growing tubes or bottles
should be incubated 96 hours at 37° C,
and the surface growth washed off with
sufficient phenolized (0.5 percent) saline
(0.85 percent) solution to make a heavy
suspension. The suspehsion should be
filtered free of clumps through a thin
layer of absorbent cotton in a Buchner
funnel with the aid of suction. The
antigen should be then centrifuged.
The mass of bacteria should be
removed from the centrifuge tubes or
bowl and resuspended in saline (0.85
percent) solution containing 0.5 percent
phenol. After the bacterial mass has
been uniformly suspended in the diluent
it should be again passed through a cot-
ton pad in a Buchner funnel without the
aid of suction. Thé¢ antigens of the
separate strains should be combined in
equal volume-density and stored in the
refrigerator (5° to 10° C.) in tightly
stoppered bottles.

(e) The diluted antigen to be used in
the routine testing should be prepared
from the stock antigen by dilution of the
latter with physiological (0.85 percent)
saline solution containing 0.25 percent
of phenol to a turbidity corresponding
to 0.75-1.00 on the McFarland nephelom-
eter scale. The hydrogen-ion concentra-
tion of the diluted antigen should be
corrected to pH 8.2 to 8.5 by the addition
of dilute sodium hydroxide. New diluted
antigen should be prepared each day and
kept cold. The diluted antigen may be
employed In 2 cc. quantities in 4 by %
inch test tubes or 1 cc. quantities in
smaller tubes in which the final serum-
antigen mixtures are made and incu-
bated. The distribution of the antigen
in the tubes may be accomplished by the
use of long burettes, or special filling de-
vices made for the purpose.

(f) The maximum serum dilution em-
ployed must not exceed 1:50 for chickens
nor 1:25 for turkeys. The available
data indicate that 1:25 dilution is the
most efficient. In all official reports on
the blood test the serum dilutions shall
be indicated. The sera should be intro-
duced into the agglutination tubes in the
desired amounts with well-cleaned
serological pipettes or special serum-
delivery devices which do not permit the
mixing of different sera. The antigen
and serum should ‘be well mixed before
incubation. The serum and antigen
mixture must be incubated for at least
20 hours at 37° C.

(g) The results shall be recorded as:

N, or ~— (negative) when the serum-antigen
mixture remalns uniformly turbid.

P, or 4+ (positive) when there 18 a distinct
clumping of the antigen, and the liquid
between the agglutinated particles is clear.

S, or ? (susplicious) whtn the agglutination
is only partial or incomplete.

M, or missing, when samples listed on the
original record sheet are missing.

H, or hemolyzed, when blood samples are
hemolyzed and cannot be tested.

B, or broken, when sample tubes are broken
and no serum can be obtalned.

(Some allowance must always be made
for the difference in sensitiveness of dif-
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ferent antigens and different set-ups, and
therefore a certain amount of indepen-
dent, intelligent judgment must be exer-
cised at all times. Also, the histories of
the flocks require consideration. 1In
flocks where individuals show a suspi-
cious agglutination, it is desirable to
examine representative birds bacteri-
ologically to determine the presence or
absence of S. pullorum.)

§ 147.2 The rapid serum test? (a)
The procedure for the collection and de~
livery of blood samples in the rapid
serum test is the same ac that described
in § 147.1 (a).

(b) The antigen should be prepared as
follows: (1) The antigen should consist
of representative strains of S. pullorum
which are of known antigenic composi-
tion, high agglutinability, but are not
sensitive to negative and nonspecific
sera.

(2) A satisfactory medium which has
been used for a long time has the follow-
ing composition:

Water ___________.__. 1,000 cc.

Difco beef extract______ 4 gm. (0.4 percent)

Difco Bacto-peptone._. 10 gm. (1.0 percent)

Difco dry-granular 20 gm. (2.0 percent)
agar.

Reaction-pH 6.8 to 7.2.

(3) Large 1l-inch test tubes, Kolle
fiasks or Blake bottles are streaked
liberally over the entire agar surface with
inoculum from 48-hour slant-agar cul-
tures prepared from stock cultures of the
selected strains. The stock cultires may
be maintained satisfactorily by trans-
ferring to new sloped agar at least once
a month and keeping at 18° to 25° C. in
a dark closet or chest, following incuba-
tion -for from 24 to 36 hours at 37° C.
The antigenic composition and purity of
the stock cultures should be checked
consistently.

(4) The antigen-growing tubes or
bottles should be incubated 48 hours at
37° C. and the surface growth washed off
with a very slight amount of 12 percent
solution of sodium chloride containing
0.25 to 0.5 percent phenol, filtered
through lightly packed sterile absorbent
cotton placed in the apex of a sterile
funnel.

(5) The washings should be adjusted
(using 12 percent sodium chloride con-
taining 0.25 to 0.5 percent phenol), so
that the turbidity is 50 times greater
than tube 0.75 of McFarland's nephel-
ometer or to a reading of 7 mm. by the
Gates nephelometer.

(6) The individual strain antigens
should be tested with negative sera for
their insensitivity and with positive sera
for high agglutinability in comparison
with known satisfactory antigen. The
antigens of the separate strains should
be combined in equal volume-density and
stored in the refrigerator (5° to 10° C.)
in tightly stoppered bottles.

(¢) The tests should be conducted on
a suitable, smooth plate. The serum-
antigen dilution should be made so that
the dilution will not exceed 1:50 when
compared to the standard tube agglutin-
ation test. When testing turkey blood

2 The procedure described is a modification
of the method reported by Runnels, Coon,
Farley, and Thorpe, Amer. Vet. Med. Alsoe.
Jour, 70 (N. S. 23): 660662 (1927).

samples it is desirable to use a serum-

antigen dilution equivalent to the 1:25

in the tube method. The serum should

be added to the antigen and mixed
thoroughly by use of the tip of the serum
pipette. Most strong positive reactions

will be plainly evident within 15 to 20

seconds. The final reading should be

made at the end of 2 or 3 minutes.

Heating the plate at approximately 37° C.

will hasten agglutination. Before read-

ing, the plate should be rotated several
times.
(d) The results shall be recorded as:

N, or — (negative) when the serum-antigen
mixture remains uniformly turbid.

P, or 4 (positive) when there is a distinct
clumping of the antigen, and the liquid
between the agglutinated particles is clear.

S, or ? (suspicious) when the agglutination
is only partial or incomplete.

M, or missing, when samples listed on the
original record sheet are missing.

H, or hemolyzed, when blood samples are
hemolyzed and cannot be tested.

B, or broken, when sample tubes are broken
and no serum can be obtalned.

(Allowance should be made for differ-
ences in the sensitiveness of different
antigens and different set-ups, and
therefore a certain amount of independ-
ent, intellicent judgment must be exer-
cised at all times. Also, the histories of
the flocks require consideration. In
flocks where individuals show a suspi-
cious agglutination, it is desirable to
examine representative birds bacteri-
ologically to determine the presence or
absence of S. pullorum.)

§ 147.3 The stained-antigen, rapid,
whole-blood test® (a) The description
of the preparation of antigen is not
herein included because that product is
produced only under license from the
Secretary of Agriculture in accordance
with specific directions.

(b) A loop for measuring the correct
quantity of blood can usually be obtained
from the manufacturer of the antigen.
A satisfactory loop may be made from a
piece of No. 20 gage nichrome wire, 21
inches long, at the end of which is fash-
ioned a loop three-sixteenths of an inch
in diameter. Such a loop when filled
with blood, so that the blood appears to
bulge, delivers 0.02 cc. A medicine drop-
per, whose tip is adjusted to deliver 0.05
cc. is used to measure the antigen. A
glass plate about 15 inches square pro-
viding space for 48 tests has proved sat-
isfactory for this work. The use of such
a plate enables the tester to have a num-
ber of successive test mixtures under
observation without holding up the work
to wait for results before proceeding to
the next bird.

(¢) A drop of antigen should be placed
on the testing plate. A loopful of blood
should be taken up from the wing vein.
When submerged in the blood and then
carefully withdrawn, the loop becomes
properly filled. On looking down edge-
wise at the filled loop, one observes that
the blood appears to bulge. The loopful
of blood then should be stirred into the
drop of antigen and the mixture spread

3 The procedure described is a modification
of the method reported by Schaffer, Mac-
Donald, Hall, and Bunyea, Jour. Amer. Vet,
Med. Assoc. 79 (N. S. 32): 236-240 (1931).

to a diameter of about 1 inch. The loop
then should be rinsed in clean water and
dried by touching it to a piece of clean
blotting paper, if necessary. The test
plate should be rocked from side to side a
few times to mix the antigen and blood
thoroughly, and to facilitate agglutina-
tion. The antigen should be used ac-
cording to the directions of the producer.

(d) Various degrees of reaction are
observed in this as in other agglutina-
tion tests. The greater the agglutinat-
ing ability of the blood the more rapid
the clumping and the larter the clumps.
A positive reaction consists of a definite
clumping of the antigen surrounded by
clear spaces. Such reaction is easily dis-
tinguished against a white background.
A somewhat weaker reaction consists of
small but still clearly visible clumps of
antigen surrounded by spaces only pam-
tially clear., Between this point and a
negative or homogeneous smear there
sometimes occurs a very fine granulation
barely visible to the naked eye; this
should be disregarded in making a diag-
nosis. The very fine marginal clumping
which may occur just before drying up
is also regarded as negative. In a non-
reactor the smear remains homogeneous.
(Allowance should be made for differ-
ences in the sensitiveness of different
antigens and different set-ups, and
therefore a certain amount of independ-
ent, intelligent judgment must be exer-
cised at all times. Also, the histories
of the flocks require consideration. In
flocks where individuals show a sus-
picious agglutination, it is desirable to
examine representative birds bacteri-
ologically to determine the presence or
absence of S. pullorum.)

SUBPART B—BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION
PROCEDURE

§ 147.11 Laboratory procedure rec-
ommended for the bacteriological ex-
amination of reactors. (a) The peri-
cardial sac, peritoneum, oviduct and any
visibly pathological tissues should be cul-
tured on beef extract agar or tryptose
agar by means of sterile swabs. Sterile
technique should be followed. (Primary
culture of these organs in a suitable
nutrient broth and transfer to a suitable
nutrient agar is optional.)

(b) *The following organs should be
aseptically collected for culture:

(1) Heart (apex, pericardial sac, and
contents if present.);

(2) Liver (portions exhibiting lesions
or in grossly normal organs the drained
gall bladder and adjacent liver tissues.);

(3) Ovary-Testes (entire inactive
ovary or testes but if ovary is active use
own judgment and include any atypical
ova.);

(4) Oviduet (if active include any
debris and dehydrated ova.);

(5) Pancreas; and

(6) Spleen.

(c) A composite sample of the organs
listed in § 147.11 (b) should be ground in
a sterile mortar or suitable blender. In-
dividual organs may be used if desired.
Nutrient broth should be added as a
diluent. Ten cc. of this suspension
should be inoculated into 100 cc. of either
Selenite F broth or Tetrathionate broth
and into 100 cc. of a suitable noninhibi-
tory nutrient broth.
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(d) After 24 hours incubation at 37°
C. a loopful of the broth cultures from
each flask should be streaked on a suit-
able noninhibitory solid medium such as
tryptose agar and one of the following
selective media: Salmonella-Shigella
(88), MacConkey, Brillant Green, Bis-
muth Sulfite, or Desoxycholate Citrate
Lactose Sucrose (D. C. L. 8.) agar. (All
of these media may be obtained in de-
hydrated form.) If no suspicious col-
onies are observed after 24 hours incuba.-
tion the enrichment broths should be
restreaked on solid media.

(e) A portion of the crop wall and
intestine to include the cecal tonsils are
put into either Selenite F or Tetra-
thionate broth and incubated for 24
hours at 37° C. Transfers should be
made from the broth onto agar plates as
indicated in § 147.11 (d).

(f) Suspicious single colonies should
be subcultured on nutrient agar or triple
sugar iron agar slants and incubated for
24 hours at 37° C.

(g) Cultures should be transferred to
the following fermentable media for
identification: dexirose, lactose, sucrose
(saccharose), mannite (mannitol), mal-
tose, dulcite (dulcitol) and salicin broths.
Suitable tests also should be conducted
for the detection of indole, hydrogen sul-
fide, acetylmethylcarbinol, and urease
production. Motility or nonmotility is
demonstrated by inoculation of a suit-
ahle semisolid medium. For the Gram
stain a 24 hour nutrient agar slant cul-
ture should be used.

(h) All Salmonella cultures isolated
should be serologically typed.

SUBPART C—PROCEDURE FOR CHANGING NA-
TIONAL POULTRY AND TURKEY IMPROVE=-
MENT PLANS

§ 147.21 Definitions. Except where
the context otherwise requires, for the
purposes of this subpart the following
terms shall be construed, respectively, to
mean:

(a) NPIP. The National Poultry Im-
provement Plan.

(b) NTIP. The National Turkey Im-
provement Plan.

(¢) Department, The United States
Department of Agriculture.

(d) APH Branch. The Animal and
Poultry Husbandry Research Branch of
the Agricultural Research Service of the
Department.

(e) Stale. Any State, the District of
Columbia, Alaska, Hawaii, or Puerto
Rico.

(f) USROP or ROP. TU. S. Record of
Performance.

§ 147.22 General. Changes in this
subchapter shall be made in accordance
with the procedure described in this sub-
part; Provided, That the Department re-
serves the right to make changes in this
subchapter without observance of such
procedure, whenever, such action is
deemed necessary in the public interest.

$147.23 Submitting, comvpiling and
distributing proposed changes.

(a) Changes in this subchapter may
be proposed by any participant, Official
State Agency, the Department, or other
interested person or industry organiza-
tion.

(b) Except as provided in § 147.25 (d)
(1), proposed changes shall be sub-
mitted in writing so as to reach the
APH Branch not later than 90 days
prior to the opening date of the confer-
ence, and participants in a Plan shall
submit their proposed changes through
their Official State Agency.

(¢) The name of the proponent shall
be indicated on each proposed change
when submitted. Each proposal should
be accompanied by a brief supporting
statement.

(d) The APH Branch will notify all
persons on the NPIP and NTIP mailing
lists concerning the dates and general
procedure of the conference. Hatchery,
dealer and ROP participants will be re-
minded of their privilege to submit pro-
posad changes and to request copies of
all the published proposed changes.

(e) The proposed changes, together
with the names of the proponents and
supporting statements, will be com-
piled by the APH Branch and issued in
processed form. When two or more sim-
ilar changes are submitted, the APH
Branch will endeavor to unify them into
one proposal acceptable to each pro-
ponent. Copies will be distributed to
State officials of the NPIP and NTIP
and to ROP participants. Additional
copies will be made available for meet-
ing irdividual requests.

§ 147.24 Official delegates. Each
State cooperating in the NPIP shall be
entitled to one NPIP official delegate, and
likewise, each State cooperating in the
NTIP shall be entitled to one NTIP offi-
cial delegate. The official delegates
shall be elected by a representative group
of participating industry members and
be certified by the Official State Agency.
It is recommended but not required that
the NPIP official delegate be an NPIP
participant.

Each official delegate shall endeavor to
obtain, prior to the conference, the
recommendations of industry members
of his State with respect to each pro-
posed change.

§ 147.23 General Conference Commit-
tee. (a) The General Conference Com-
mittee shall consist of the Poultry
Coordinator in Charge, National Poultry
and Turkey Improvement Plans, APH
Branch, and one member to be elected
from each of the following regions:

(1) North Atlantic: Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, .New York,
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

(2) South Atlantic: Delaware, Mary-
land, Virginia, West Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and
Florida.

(3) East North Central: Ohio, Indi-
ana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin,

(4) West North Central: Minnesota,
Jowa, Missouri, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas.

() Western: Montana, Idaho, Wyo-
ming, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona,
Utah, Nevada, Washington, Oregon, and
California,

(6) South Central: Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas.

(b) The committee members will be
elected by the NPIP and NTIP official
delegates of the respective regions. Each

region shall also elect one alternate
member. There shall.be at least two
nominees for each position and the vot-
ing shall he by secret ballot.

(¢) Three members shall be elected at
each NPIP and NTIP Conference. At the
1954 conference, members were elected
for 4-year terms for the North Atlantic,
East North Central, and Western
regions; whereas members were elected
for 2-year terms for the South Atlantic,
West North Central, and South Central
regions. Thereafter, each member of the
committee shall serve for a period of 4
years and may not succeed himself.

(d) The duties of the General Confer-
ence Committee are as follows:

(1) Determine whether new proposals
(. e., proposals that have not been sub-
mitted as provided in § 147.23) may be
considered. New proposals will be con-
sidered only with the unanimous consent
of the committee.

(2) During the interim between con-
ferences, the committee shall represent
the cooperating States in:

(1) Reviewing and giving recommen-
dations regarding the Department’s re-
port of changes and editing of this
subchapter to include the changes.

(ii) Serving in an advisory capacity
with respect to administrative proce-
dures and interpretations of the provi-
sions of this subchapter.

(iii) Recommending such adminis-
trative changes as may be necessitated
by unforeseen conditions when post-
ponement until the next conference
would seriously impair the operation of
the program. Such changesshall not af-
fect the basic provisions of this sub-
chapter and shall remain in effect only
until confirmed or rejected by the next
NPIP and NTIP Conference, or until re-
scinded by the committee;

(iv) Assisting the APH Branch in for-
‘mulating plans for the next conference.

§ 147.26 Committee consideration of
proposed changes. ¢a) The following
six committees shall be established to
give preliminary consideration to the
proposed changes, falling in their re-
spective fields:

(1) NPIP General Provisions.

(2) NPIP Breeding.

(3) NPIP Disease Control.

(4) NTIP General Provisions,

(5) NTIP Breeding.

(6> NTIP Disease Control. .

(b) Each official NPIP delegate shall
be appointed a voting member in one of
the committees specified in paragraph
(a) (1),.(2), and (3) of this section and
each official NTIP delegate shall be ap-
pointed a voting member in one of the
committees specified in paragraph (a)
(4), (5), and (6) of this section.

(c) Since several of the proposals may
be interrelated, the committees shall
consider them as they may relate to
others, and feel free to discuss related
proposals with other committees.

(d) The cammittees shall make rec-
ommendations to the conference as a
whole concerning each proposal. The
committee report shall show any change
in wording and the record of the vote
on each proposal, and suggest an effec-
tive date for each proposal recommended
for adoption. The individual committee
reports shall be submitted to the chair-
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man of the conference, who will combine
them into one report showing, in nu-
merical sequence, the committee recom-
mendations on each proposal.

(¢) The committee meetings shall be
open to any interested person. Advo-
cates for or against any proposal should
feel free to appear before the appropriate
committee and present their views.

§ 147.27 Conference consideration of
proposed changes. (a) The chairman
of the conference shall be a representa-
tive of the Department.

(b) At the time designated for voting
on proposed changes by the official
delegates, the chairman of the General
Conference Committee and the six com-
mittee chairmen shall sit at the speaker’s
table and assist the chairman of the
Conference, ’

(¢) Each committee chairman shall
present the proposals which his com-
mittee approves or recommends for
adoption as follows: “Mr. Chairman.
The committee on NPIP General Provi-
sions recommends the adoption of
Proposal No. —, for the following rea-
sons: I move the adoption of Proposal
No. —.” A second will then be called
for. If the recommendation is seconded,
discussion and a formal vote will follow.

(d) Each committee chairman shall
present the proposals which his commit-
tee does not approve as follows: “Mr.
Chairman. The committee on NPIP
General Provisions does not approve
Proposal No. —."" The chairman will
then ask if any official delegate wishes to
move for the adoption of the proposal.
If moved and seconded, the proposal is
subject to discussion and vote., If there
is no motion for approval, or if moved,
but not seconded, there can be no discus-
sion or vote and the proposal is thereby
rejected.

(e) Discussion on any motion must be
withheld until the motion has been prop-
erly seconded, except that the delegate
making the motion is privileged, if he

_ desires, to give reasons for his motion at
the time of making it. To gain the floor
for a motion or for discussion on a mo=
tion, the official delegate in the case of
a motion, or anyone in case of discussion
on a motion, shall rise, address the
chair, give his name and State, and be
recoghnized by the chair before proceed-
ing further. While it is proper to accept
motions only from official delegates and
to limit voting only to such delegates, it
is however, equally proper to accept dis-
cussion from anyone interested. To
conserve time, discussion should be
pointed and limited to the pertinent
features of the motion.

(f) Proposals that have not been sub-
mitted in accordance with § 147.23 will
be considered by the conference only
with the unanimous consent of the Gen-
eral Conference Committee. Any such
proposals must be referred to the appro-
priate committee for consideration be-
fore being presented for actipn by the
conference.

(g) Voting will be by States and each
cooperating State will be allowed one
vote. Unless otherwise arranged, the
NPIP official delegate shall cast his
State’s vote on changes affecting the
NPIP, and the NTIP official delegate
shall cast his State’s vote on changes
affecting the NTIP,

(h) Aroll call of States for a recorded
vote will be used when requested by a
delegate or at the discretion of the
chairman.

(i) All motions on proposed changes
shall be for adoption.

(j) Proposed changes shall be adopted
by a majority vote of the official dele-
gates present and voting.

(k) The conference shall be open to
any interested person.

§ 147.28 Approval of conference
recommendations by the Department.
Proposals adopted by the official dele-
gates will be recommended to the De-
partment for incorporation into the pro-
visions of the NPIP and NTIP, The
Department reserves the right to ap-
prove or disapprove the recommenda-
tions of the conference as an integral
part of its sponsorship of the NPIP and
NTIP.

The foregoing provisions are based on
recommendations of the 1954 National
Poultry and Turkey Improvement Plans
Conference of representatives of affected
poultrymen from all of the States coop-
erating in the administration of the
Plans, and do not deviate in substance
from such recommendations except to
the extent necessary (1) to reserve to
the Department of Agriculture its pri-
mary power and responsibility under the
legislation authorizing such cooperation,
and (2) to make it possible for an ROP
participant to produce ROP products
within his own strain. Notice of rule-
making with respect to the provisions
was published in-the FEDERAL REGISTER
on October 9, 1954 (19 F. R. 6519) and
all comments and suggestions received
have been carefully considered. The
only substantive change from the
provisions in the notice constitutes a
relieving of restrictions. All affected
poultrymen were represented at the
Conference and they are aware of the
changes in their operations that will be
required by the foregoing provisions,
The General Conference Committee
which functions as the representative of
such poultrymen throughout the year
has urged that the provisions recom-
mended by the Conference be made effec-
tive as soon as possible. Therefore,
under section 4 of the Administrative
Procedure Act (5 U. 8. C. 1003) it is
found upon good cause-that further
notice and other public procedure are
impracticable, unnecessary, and contrary
to the public interest and good cause is
found for making the foregoing provi-
sions effective less than 30 days after
their publication in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

The reporting and record keeping re-
quirements contained herein have been
approved by the Bureau of the Budget
in accordance with the Federal Reports
Act of 1942,

The foregoing provisions shall become
effective December 9, 1954.

Done at Washington, D. C., this 3d day
of December 1954.

[sEAL] M. R. CLARKSON,
Acting Administrator,
Agricultural Research Service.

A
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N.J.-U.S. NATIONAL POULTRY IMPROVEMENT PLAN
N.J.-U.S. NATIONAL TURKEY IMPROVEMENT PLAN

BREEDING STAGES

1. The following breeding classifications are used in New Jersey:

N.J.-U.S. Approved N.J.-U.S. Record of Performance (ROP)
N.J.-U.8. Certified N.J. Register of Merit (ROM)

2. The work of flock selecting agents will be recognized in only the
Approved and Certified stages.

3. The purchase of ROP hatching eggs to produce ROP chicks is
permitted in New Jersey only when distance prohibits the shipment
of chicks, and then only by ROP breeders or wing banded by State
inspector or authorized selecting agent.

4. N.J. Register of Merit—Requirements same as listed in U.S.
Miscellaneous Publication 300, Revised October 1952, page 20.

PULLORUM-TYPHOID DISEASE TESTING

1. The following stages for pullorum-typhoid disease control and
eradication are used in New Jersey.

N.J.-U.8. Pullorum-Typhoid Passed (no reactors in last test of all
breeders on farm).

N.J.-U.S. Pullorum-Typhoid Clean (no reactors in two consecutive
tests at least six months apart, or flock raised from Passed or
Clean chicks with no reactors on first test, or two consecutive
tests not less than 21 days apart).

2. Reactors must be retained for bacteriological examination for
pullorum and typhoid disease. The examination must be done in one
of three laboratories:

Division of Animal Industry Laboratory
New Jersey Department of Agriculture
1 West State Street, Trenton 8, N.J.

Rutgers University
Animal Pathology Laboratories
New Brunswick, N.J.
or
East Landis Avenue, Vineland, N.J.
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COST OF SERVICE TO POULTRYMEN

1. No. of Birds 1-Man Crew 2-Man Crew 3-Man Crew
Handled

1to 500 4 cents per bird 5 eents per bird 6 cents per bird
501 up 3 cents per bird 4 cents per bird 5 cents per bird

1-Man Crew—Includes a pullorum-typhoid tester or tube bleeder
or selector.

2-Man Crew—Includes (a) a pullorum-typhoid tester or tube
bleeder, (b) a bleeder or selector.

3-Man Crew—Includes (a) a pullorum-typhoid tester, (b) a bleeder,
(e) a selector.

2. Retests—One-half cent per bird less than above charges.

3. Maximum Charge—Top charges for any one day.
: $30 for one man
$40 for two men
$50 for three men
(Laboratory tube charge, checking selection or testing of agents
not included.)

4. Laboratory Tube Test Charge—

*State Crews ..ot iiiiiinninnninnns. 1 cent per bird
*Agent Crews (straight tube) ................ 1 cent per bird
Other Crews (no N.J.-U.S. rating) ........... 1.2 cents per bird

5. Flock selection and pullorum-typhoid testing agents’ fees—
(a) 0.8 cent per bird—includes bands, supervision of selecting and
supervision of testing on Pullorum-Typhoid Passed flocks.
(b) 1.2 cents per bird—includes bands, supervision of selecting and
supervision of testing on Pullorum-Typhoid Clean flocks.
6. Hatchery Fees—10,000 to 100,000 egg capacity........... . $10
100,001 and up egg capacity.........___._. $20

7. When very small flocks are to be tested we will send the bands
and tubes. Charges will be the cost of the bands used, and 1.2 cents
for each tube. No N.J.-U.S. rating will be given.

8. Record of Performance (ROP) Trapnest Charges—

First 100 birds ...t 35 cents per bird
Second 100 birds ..........coviiiinan.. 30 cents per bird
Third 100 birds ......cvvviniiinniinn.e. 25 cents per bird
All over 300 birds .......ccovvvviiniienn.. 20 cents per bird

(The regular Selection and Testing charges are in addition to
the ROP Trapnest fees.)

9. Fees may be increased in any case where lack of cooperation
on the part of the applicant tends to raise the cost to the Department
of Agriculture.

* 0.2 cents per bird antigen charge included in field charge.
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" 'GENERAL REGULATIONS

All breeding birds are selected and banded by a poultry inspector
of the New Jersey Department of Agriculture or by qualified flock
selecting agents under Department supervision. Flocks entered in any
of the breeding stages are requ1red to be officially tested for pullorum-
{yphoid disease.

The pullorum-typhoid testing is done by representatives of the New
Jersey Department of Agriculture or qualified testing agents under
Department supervision.

Flock selection and testing agents and blood collectors shall take
a course of training as prescribed by the New Jersey Department
of Agriculture and shall pass satisfactorily an examination to prove
their ability in selectmg and testmg birds for pullorum typhoid
disease.

The New Jersey Department of Agriculture shall designate the
number of samples of blood to be taken from each flock tested. The
tests shall be made by the D1v151on of Animal Industry.

Applications for service should be made in writing, sufficiently in
advance to permit the orderly scheduling of work by the Department’s
staff. Notification before September 1 of intention to participate will
be mutually helpful.

METHOD OF PAYMENT
1. A deposit of three cents per bird must accompany application.

2. Where flock selection and testing agents are employed, one-
quarter cent per bird must accompany application.

3. The flock and hatchery inspection fee must accotnpany appli-
cation. '

4. ROP Trapnest payments:
One-fourth of total fees with apphcatlon
One-fourth of total fees February 1.
Balance June 1.

5. The individual, firm or hatchery making application will be held
responsible for payment of all fees.

6. All bills must be paid promptly after notification, and no certifi-
cates will be issued until all fees are paid.

7. Checks shall be payable to the State of New Jersey, Department
of Agriculture. .

Address all inquiries to B. K. Messersmith, Supervisor, Poultry
Standardization, Division of Markets, Department of Agriculture,
Trenton 8, N.J.





