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Menlo Park Veterans Home Dedlcated Oct 26

Story and photograph by G. Natasha Zoe

The Dedication Ceremony for the
New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home
in Menlo Park was held Thursday, Oc-
tober 26. New Jersey’s Adjutant Gen-
eral, Maj.Gen. Paul J. Glazar, the key-
note speaker, was joined by the
Woodbridge High School 90-piece
band, Raymond Nadaskay, Nadaskay
Kopelson Architects, and more than
200 veterans and community leaders.

The 3 2 year construction project
consolidated and modernized the
sprawling campus of more than 15
buildings over 54 acres into one mod-
ern, efficient, two-story building.

In addition to consolidating both
residents and resident services into one
building, the new facility added 92
beds for a total capacity of 332 full-
time residents. One historical building
of the old campus still remains and
houses the grounds and landscaping
shop. A new annex was also built for
the maintenance shops.

The old campus was home to more
than 3,500 veterans during four de-
cades of operation; but by modern
nursing home standards it was ineffi-
ciently designed. All meals had tobe
prepared, trucked to the residential
buildings and be reheated before they
could be served. The old campus’ lay-
out with small-sized units also required
a highly inefficient use of nursing staff.

United States
Veterans Adminis-
tration and the
State of New Jer-
sey jointly funded
the $46 million
construction
project, which be-
ganin 1997.

New Jersey’s
one-third share of
this construction
was less than the
cost to update the
old campus to

comply with the
Americans with
Disabilities Act
requirements for handicapped access.

“Making the decision that a loved
one requires nursing home care can be
difficult and painful for family mem-
bers,” said Michael L. Wamer, Deputy
Commissioner for Veteran Affairs,
DMAVA. “Selecting the right home
can be just as difficult - proximity, qual-
ity of care and affordability are a few
of the concerns a family must address.
Fortunately, for the families of New
Jersey veterans, affordable, quality
care is available in our facilities.”

The New Jersey Veterans Memo-
rial Homes located in Paramus, Menlo
Park and Vineland serve about one
thousand veterans who require long-
term nursing home type care. The Vet-

Cutting the ribbon at the dedication of the new veterans
nursing home at Menlo Park Oct. 26.

erans Memorial Homes offer around-
the-clock medical and nursing care,
rehabilitative and recreational services,
Alzheimer's units, and other amenities.

For more information on New
Jersey’s Veterans Memorial Homes or
for an application call 609-530-6766.
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Shrapnel

Bits & pieces of interest

General Doyle Veterans
Cemetery Update

Earlier this year we announced
that the U.S. Veterans’ Adminis-
tration had agreed to fund a $22
million expansion and improve-
ment program at the cemetery
over the next 5 to 7 years. Bill
Jayne, from the Veterans Admin-
istration, informed us recently that
the VA will provide $7 million this
year for the first phase of the
project. This year’s funding will
include two one-acre crypt fields
($2 million), 3,500 columbarium
nitches ($1.25 million), a new ad-
ministration and maintenance com-
plex ($3.5 million), and $250,000
indesign costs. This is great news
for New Jersey and its veterans.

Korean War Memorial Update

The New Jersey Department
of Military and Veteran Affairs has
hired a local company to perform
maintenance at the memorial that
is outside of the scope of work
that is performed by Atlantic City.
Our contractor visits the memo-
rial daily and is responsible for
maintaining the granite, statues,
waterfalls, reflecting pools and ir-
rigation system. They will also do
snow and ice removal in the win-
ter.

Additionally, if you have visited
the Memorial recently, you will
notice that the severe winter has
caused some damage to the coat-
ing on the cement walls. We will
be meeting with the manufacturer
and the contractor to determine
what the best fix is for this prob-
lem. The warranty will cover these

repairs.
F

Become a Permanent
Part of the NJ Vietnam
Veterans’ Memorial

The New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’
Memorial is preparing this spring to
engrave and install another set of
paving stones for the Memorial in
Holmdel, N.J.

Your personal message can become
a permanent part of our state’s tribute
to the men and women of New Jersey
who served this nation during the
Vietnam War.

NEW JERSEY
VIETNAM VETERANS' MEMORIAL AND
VIETNAM ERA EDUCATIONAL CENTER

Many veterans organizations,
individual veterans, and families of
veterans decide to participate in this
program. More than 1,100 engraved
paving stones have been installed at the
Memorial since its dedication in 1995.

For a $250 donation, a personal
message of your choosing (maximum
of 3 lines with 12 characters on each
line) can be engraved on one of the
paving stones lining the Memorial
walkways. As part of this program,
your name or your group’s name will
be entered as a paver sponsor in the
Memorial Walkway Paver Registry at
the Vietnam Era Educational Center.
All contributions are tax-deductible to
the full extent allowed by law.

The deadline to have a paver
installed each year is March 30. Forms
received after that date will be installed
the following spring.

Ifyou would like a paving form or
more information about this program,
please call the Foundation’s office at
(732) 335-0033.

Respite Care

Respite care is now available at the
three New Jersey veteran nursing
homes in Paramus, Menlo Park and
Vineland. Respite care allows
caregivers a break from their care giv-
ing responsibilities. The program pro-
vides for a 13-day short-term stay with
the possibility of an extension. These
services can be utilized twice in a cal-
endar year. Services available are the
same as those available to long-term
careresidents. Admission eligibility for
these services have been extended to
veterans of the National Guard and
reserve component retirees of the U.S.
military service.

Additional programs offer short-
term rehabilitation services to provide
an opportunity to restore physical
functioning in order to return home
versus long-term care admission.

Call (609)530-6979 for information.
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Meet the Acting Governor

March 12, 2001
Dear Veterans:

As New Jersey’s Acting Gover-
nor, [ want to thank each of you not only
for answering the call when our nation
needed you but also for the continuing
contribution you have made to our state
since your return.

With your support during my ten-
ure as Senate President, we have been
able to accomplish a number of impor-
tant veteran goals. We stopped the
privatization of the Paramus Veterans
Home, built a state-of-the-art nursing home at Menlo Park, increased the prop-
erty tax deduction for veterans, and built a magnificent memorial to our Korean
War Veterans — just to name a few achievements.

Now we must look to the future for there are still significant challenges
ahead. We must replace the aging veterans home at Vineland, expand and
improve the General Doyle Cemetery at Arneytown, construct a memorial to
honor our World War II Veterans, expand the Transitional Housing Program at
Veterans Haven, and address the inequities of the VERA funding model.

I'look forward to working closely with the Veterans Advisory Council
and the commanders of our veterans organizations during the next year to en-
sure that we in New Jersey are adequately addressing the needs of the veteran
community. Working together, we can move these projects into the “mission
accomplished” column. [ am committed to this goal and ask for your support as

well.
Sincerely,

Q«MW

Donald T. DiFrnacesco
Acting Governor

New Jersey Veteran Memorial
Homes Update

The Vineland facility is currently
in the process of architectural de-
sign for accommodations for as-
sisted living and reconstruction of
the existing facility.

The Menlo Park facility plans
to offer Adult Day Care Services
for thirty-two clients in May 2001.

Within our system of three
homes and more than 1,000 beds,
we can admit a veteran within two
to three weeks. Normally if there
is any further delay it is because a
veteran is unwilling to accept tem-
porary placement in one facility
while awaiting a transfer to the fa-
cility of his or her choice. Those
veterans who refuse a temporary
placement, can currently expect a
wait of six to eight months for ad-
mission to the Menlo Park home.
Each of these veterans is offered a
temporary placement at Paramus
or Vineland while waiting for an
opening at Menlo Park.

For information or an admission
package call (609) 530-6979

NJ World War II Memorial
Legislation passed last year
authorizing a World War II Me-
morial Commission to recom-
mend a suitable location for a
WWII Memorial here in the State.
The commission is expected to
hold a first meeting this spring and
recommend a site to the Governor
and Legislature by mid-summer.

New Jersey Women Veterans
Advisory Committee

A monthly meeting is held at the
Menlo Park Veterans Memorial
Home the second Friday of each
month at 10:00 AM. For more in-
formation call Catherine Viscito at

(609) 698-3985. .




Legislative Process

Bills are introduced into a house (sen-
ate, assembly or house of representa-
tives) by amember of that house. The
bills is then sent to committee(s) to study
the impact the bill would have if imple-
mented into law. When (and if) the bill
leaves the committee it is sent to the
full house for a vote.

When it passes one house, it must then
complete the same process in the other
house.

When it passes both houses it is sent
to the chief executive office (president
or govenor) to be signed or vetoed. A
veto can be overruled by a re-vote in
both houses.

Most bills never leave committee.
More than 300 bills are introduced for
each one that is signed into law.
Ifyou want to influence the legistlative
process, you must call, write or e-mail
your elected representatives. Only
elected representatives can introduce
abill or vote on it.
HTTP://THOMAS.LOC.GOV
is the U.S. Library of Congress and
has information about current bills and
recent laws, as well as addresses and
phone numbers for U.S. Senators and
U.S. Representaves.
WWW.NJLEG.STATE.NJ.US
isthe New Jeresy Legislative website
and contains information about current
bills and recent laws, as well as ad-
dresses and phone numbers for N.J.
Senators and N.J. Assemblymen.
This same information can be found at
your local library.

Editor's note: Due fto space con-
straints this list includes only the new
laws and most of the current bills
(could be voted into law) but not
resolutions (expressed opinions) that
directly effect veterans and/or their
benefits.

New US Laws

Public Law No: 106-50 - To provide techni-
cal, financial, and procurement assistance
to veteran-owned small businesses.
Public Law No: 106-117 - To enhance pro-
grams providing health care, education,
memorial, and other benefits for veterans,
to authorize major medical facility projects
for the Department of Veterans Affairs.
Public Law No: 106-118 - To provide a cost-
of-living adjustment in rates of compensa-
tion paid for service-connected disabilities,
to enhance the compensation, memorial
affairs, and housing programs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, to improve
retirement authorities applicable to judges
of the United States Court of Appeals for
Veterans Claims.

Public Law No: 106-413 - To increase the
rates of compensation for service-con-
nected disabilities and the rates of depen-
dency and indemnity compensation for the
survivors of certain disabled veterans.
Public Law No: 106-475 - To reaffirm and
clarify the duty of the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs to assist claimants for benefits
under laws administered by the Secretary.
Public Law No: 106-419 - To increase
amounts of educational assistance for vet-
erans under the Montgomery GI Bill.

New NJ Laws

A 1209/8163 - Designates a portion of Route
18 as “World War II Veterans memorial High-
way,” establishes memorial committee and
appropriates $25,000 for commemorative
statuary.

A2250/81430 - Supplemental appropriation
of $500,000 for completion of Korean War
Memorial in Atlantic City.

A1200/81215 - Provides that Department of
Military and Veterans’ Affairs shall deter-
mine status of veterans in certain cases.
S797/A1995 - Designates portion of State
Highway Route 82 as the “Jewish War Vet-
erans Memorial Highway™ appropriates
$2,5000.

S676/A2395 - Extends civil service veter-
ans preference to certain persons who
served in Operation “Uphold Democracy”™
in Haiti.

A1199 - Authorizes Adjutant General to is-
sue service medal to commemorate 25" an-
niversary of ending of Vietnam Conflict;
appropriates $5,000.

New US Bills

HR51 - To provide that persons retiring from
the Armed Forces shall be entitled to all
benefits which were promised them when
they entered the Armed Forces.

HR62 - To establish election day in Presi-
dential election years as a legal public holi-
day by moving the legal public holiday
known as Veterans Day to election.

HR65 - To permit retired members of the
Armed Forces who have a service-con-
nected disability to receive a portion of their
military retired pay concurrently with vet-
erans’ disability compensation.

HR67 - To establish the Medicare Eligible
Military Retiree Health Care Consensus
Task Force.

HR81 - To allow a refundable credit to mili-
tary retirees for premiums paid for cover-
age under Medicare part B.

HR134 - To revise the eligibility criteria for
presumption of service-connection of cer-
tain diseases and disabilities for veterans
exposed to ionizing radiation during mili-
tary service.

HR 157 - To provide that December 7 each
year shall be treated for all purposes re-
lated to Federal employment in the same
manner as November 11.

HR171 - To amend the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to ensure that veterans of the
United States Armed Forces are eligible for
discretionary relief from detention, depor-
tation, exclusion, and removal.

HR 179 - To restore health care coverage to
retired members of the uniformed services.
HR208 - To direct the Secretary of the Trea-
sury to determine and report to Congress
an appropriate tax incentive to encourage
individuals other than members of the
Armed Forces to participate as members of
honor guards at funerals for veterans.
HR288 - To extend eligibility to use the mili-
tary health care system and commissary
stores to an unremarried former spouse of a
member of the uniformed services if the
member performed at least 20 years of ser-
vice which is creditable in determining the
member’s eligibility for retired pay and the
former spouse was married to the member
for a period of at least 17 years during those
years of service.

HR290 - To revise the effective date for an
award of disability compensation by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs under section
1151 of such title for persons disabled by
treatment or vocational rehabilitation.



New US Bills cont.

HR303 - To permit retired members of the
Armed Forces who have a service-con-
nected disability to receive both military
retired pay by reason of their years of mili-
tary service and disability compensation
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for
their disability.

HR320 - To improve benefits under the
Montgomery GI Bill by establishing an en-
hanced educational assistance program, by
increasing the amount of basic educational
assistance, by repealing the requirement for
reduction in pay for participation in the pro-
gram, by authorizing the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs to make accelerated payments
of basic educational assistance.

HR336 - To enhance outreach programs
carried out by the Department of Veterans
Affairs to provide for more fully informing
eligible surviving spouses and dependents
of deceased veterans of benefits available
to them under laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs and to im-
prove assistance provided at local levels
by providing for staff with specific respon-
sibilities to assist those individuals in ob-
taining benefits under those laws.

HR406 - To prohibit an insurer from treating
a veteran differently in the terms or condi-
tions of motor vehicle insurance because a
motor vehicle operated by the veteran, dur-
ing a period of military service by the vet-
eran, was insured or owned by the United
States.

HRA435 - To improve access to medical ser-
vices for veterans seeking treatment at De-
partment of Veterans Affairs outpatient clin-
ics with exceptionally long waiting periods.
HR439 - To extend commissary and ex-
change store privileges to veterans with a
service-connected disability rated at 30 per-
cent or more and to the dependents of such
veterans.

HR440 - To authorize transportation on mili-
tary aircraft on a space-available basis for
veterans with a service-connected disabil-
ity rated 50 percent or more.

HR442 - To increase the maximum amount
of a home loan guarantee available to a vet-
eran.

HR462 - To provide that military reservists
who are retained in active status after quali-
fying for reserve retired pay shall be given
credit toward computation of such retired
pay for service performed after so qualify-
ing.

HR491 - To deem certain service in the or-
ganized military forces of the Government
of the Commonwealth of the Philippines
and the Philippine Scouts to have been
active service for purposes of benefits un-
der programs administered by the Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs.

HR510 - To authorize the design and con-
struction of a temporary education center
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in the
District of Columbia.

HR511 - To improve outreach programs
carried out by the Department of Veterans
Affairs to provide for more fully informing
veterans of benefits available to them un-
der laws administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs.

HR514 - To provide a presumption of ser-
vice connection for certain specified dis-
eases and disabilities in the case of veter-
ans who were exposed during military ser-
vice to carbon tetrachloride.

HR545 - To revise the effective date for cer-
tain awards of dependency and indemnity
compensation made by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to survivors of veterans
who died during the Vietnam era or later.
HRS551 - To provide that the rate of reim-
bursement for motor vehicle travel under
the beneficiary travel program of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs shall be the
same as the rate for private vehicle reim-
bursement for Federal employees.

HR594 - To amend the Social Security Act
to further extend health care coverage un-
der the Medicare Program.

HR606 - To direct the Secretaries of the mili-
tary departments to conduct a review of
military service records to determine
whether certain Jewish American war vet-
erans, including those previously awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy
Cross, or Air Force Cross, should be
awarded the Medal of Honor.

HR609 - To provide limited authority for
concurrent receipt of military retired pay
and veterans’ disability compensation in
the case of certain disabled military retir-
ees who are over the age of 65.

HR612 - To clarify the standards for com-
pensation for Persian Gulf veterans suffer-
ing from certain undiagnosed illnesses.
HR639 - To establish a comprehensive pro-
gram for testing and treatment of veterans
for the Hepatitis C virus.

HR745 - To prevent veterans’ contributions
to GI bill benefits from reducing Federal
student financial assistance.

HR764 - To provide a presumption of ser-

vice connection for injuries classified as cold
weather injuries which occur in veterans
who, while engaged in military operations,
had sustained exposure to cold weather.
HRB801 - To improve programs of educational
assistance, to expand programs of transi-
tion assistance and outreach to departing
servicemembers, veterans, and dependents,
to increase burial benefits, and to provide
for family coverage under Servicemembers’
Group Life Insurance.

HR811 - To authorize the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs to carry out construction
projects for the purpose of improving, reno-
vating, and updating patient care facilities
at Department of Veterans Affairs medical
centers.

HR&818 - To grant a Federal charter to the
Ukrainian American Veterans, Incorporated.
HR843 - To allow the sworn affidavit of a
veteran who served in combat during the
Korean War or an earlier conflict to be ac-
cepted as proof of service-connection of a
disease or injury alleged to have been in-
curred or aggravated by such service.
HR844 - To provide that annuities of the
Social Security Act paid by States to blind
veterans shall be disregarded in determin-
ing supplemental security income benefits.

S38 - To permit former members of the Armed
Forces who have a service-connected dis-
ability rated as total to travel on military air-
craft in the same manner and to the same
extent as retired members of the Armed
Forces are entitled to travel on such aircraft.
S42 - To require the Secretary of the Army
to determine the validity of the claims of
certain Filipinos that they performed mili-
tary service on behalf of the United States
during World War II.

S43 - To authorize certain disabled former
prisoners of war to use Department of De-
fense commissary and exchange stores.
S62 - To revise certain provisions relating
to the appointment of professional psy-
chologists in the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration.

S97 - To amend the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 with respect to the eligibility of vet-
erans for mortgage revenue bond financ-
ing.

S129 - To provide for the payment of a
monthly stipend to the surviving parents
(known as “Gold Star Parents”) of members
of the Armed Forces who die during a pe-
riod of war.

S131 - To modify the annual determination
of the rate of the basic benefit of active duty



New US Bills cont.

educational assistance under the Mont-
gomery GIBill.

S145 - To increase to parity with other sur-
viving spouses the basic annuity that is
provided under the uniformed services
Survivor Benefit Plan for surviving spouses
who are at least 62 years of age.

S170 - To permit retired members of the
Armed Forces who have a service-con-
nected disability to receive both military
retired pay by reason of their years of mili-
tary service and disability compensation
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for
their disability.

S186 - To provide access and choice for
use of generic drugs instead of non-generic
drugs under Federal health care programs.
S278 - To restore health care coverage to
retired members of the uniformed services.
S281 - To authorize the design and con-
struction of a temporary education center
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

S305 - To remove the reduction in the
amount of Survivor Benefit Plan annuities
atage 62.

S381 - To amend the Uniformed and Over-
seas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, the Sol-
diers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1940
to maximize the access of uniformed ser-
vices voters and recently separated uni-
formed services voters to the polls, to en-
sure that each vote cast by such a voter is
duly counted.

S392 - To grant a Federal Charter to Korean
War Veterans Association, Incorporated.
S405 - To improve outreach programs car-
ried out by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to provide for more fully informing
veterans of benefits available to them un-
der laws administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs.

S409 - To clarify the standards for compen-
sation for Persian Gulf veterans suffering
from certain undiagnosed illnesses.

Don't let someone
else's opinion count

more than yours.

Vote

If you don't
doit, who will?

New NJ Bills

Al4 - Establishes Operation Recognition
to provide State endorsed high school di-
plomas to veterans who left high school to
serve in the armed forces during World War
I or World War I1.

A105 - Requires DMV to accept military
retiree identification card as proof of legal
name on driver’s licenses.

A214 - Excludes Armed Services combat
zone pay from gross income taxation.
A216 - Revises membership of USS NJ
Battleship Commission; expands powers to
operate the berthing site.

A326 - Authorizes special license plates
for military retirees.

A368 - Extends property tax reimbursement
benefits to certain low income veterans.
A455 - Extends civil service veterans pref-
erence to veterans who served in NATO
campaign and peacekeeping in Yugoslavia.
AS524 - Extends certain veterans’ benefits
to include veterans who served in NATO
campaign and peacekeeping in Yugoslavia.
(Passed in Assembly 5/25/00).
A663/S687 Authorizes special Distin-
guished Flying Cross license plates.
A664/S686 - Provides for special Bronze
Star license plates.

A669/S780 - Allows gross income tax filers
to designate contribution to Vet Group, Inc.
for services to veterans.

A671/S689 - Authorizes special license
plate for DSM recipients.

A678/S699 - Requires State reimbursement
to municipalities of cost of disabled veter-
ans’ total property tax exemption. (A678
combined with bills A743 & A378).
A70/S103 - Extends veterans’ property tax
exemption to tenant shareholders in coop-
eratives and mutual housing corporations.
A765 - Directs N.J. Highway Authority to
designate Garden State Parkway as memo-
rial highway to ex-POW’s (Passed Assem-
bly Oct. 30, 2000).

A979 - Reallocates appropriate funds to
pay disabled veterans’ retroactive refund
claims for property tax payments.

A1195 - Makes certain changes in retire-
ment provisions for PERS members who
are veterans.

A1197 - Entitles representatives of WAC’s
WAVES, Women Marines and Vietnam Vet-
erans of America to leave of absence with
pay to attend conventions — state employ-
ees only.

A1225 - Establishes and allocates funds

for program to provide capital grants to
veteran’s organization; appropriates
$250,000.

A1237 - Authorizes special license plates
for members of the Disabled American Vet-
erans Department of N.J.

A1249/S1907 - Permits certain TPAF vet-
eran retirees to receive paid health benefits
under State Health Benefits Program.
A1256/S847 - Excludes U.S. military pen-
sions and survivors benefits of persons
less than 62 years of age from gross in-
come taxation. (Assembly Floor Amend-
ments Passed 2/22/01)

A1258 - Grants local government budget
cap exception for personnel costs of em-
ployees in military reserves and N.J. Na-
tional Guard activated for NATO action in
Yugoslavia.

A1329 - Modifies maximum age for police
and fire department hires and for PFRS en-
rollment by permitting subtraction from
actual age of up to five years for service in
Armed Forces, Coast Guard, reserves or
National Guard.

A1330/S1894 - Expands certain veterans’
benefits to certain participants in the Leba-
non Crisis of 1958. (Passed in Assembly 2/
24/00).

A1336/S1149 - Extends TPAF, PERS and
PFRS veteran’s status to certain partici-
pants in peace-keeping operations in So-
malia and Republic of Bosnia and
Herzgovina. (Passed in Assembly 5/25/00;
Senate Floor Amendment Passed 12/4/00).
A1401 - Permits certain war-time veterans
and military surviving spouses to receive
enhanced homestead rebate amount simi-
lar to the homestead rebate amounts al-
lowed for senior and disabled residents.
A1446/S134/A2461 - Excludes veterans’ en-
titlements from income for determination
of PAAD eligibility.

A1461 - Permits parking of vehicles with
“Disabled Veteran” license plates in spaces
reserved for handicapped.

A1473 - Provides credit to retired or sepa-
rated military personnel who apply for pri-
vate passenger automobile insurance.
A1570 - Provides property tax reliefto cer-
tain totally disabled veterans and provides
for municipal reimbursement by State.
A1663 - Provides full or partial reimburse-
ment to new veteran-owned small busi-
nesses of sales and use tax paid.

A1664 - Requires N.J/ Public Broadcasting
Authority and the Department of Military
and Veterans’ Affairs to videotape certain
N.J. veterans; appropriates $100,000.



A1711 - Broadens the criteria under cer-
tain circumstance, for eligibility for 100%
exemption from property taxes for the sur-
viving spouses of certain veterans.
A1745/S809 - Supplemental appropriation
0f'$100,000 to DEP for replacement of Civil
War statue.

A1847/340 - Revises membership of USSNJ
Battleship Commission, designates Foun-
dation for the USSNIJ Battleship as opera-
tor of battleship site and grants control
over battleship to the Commission.
A1863 - “Veterans’ Property Tax Relief Act
0f2000.”

A1971/S422 - Provides special license
plates for Purple Heart recipients. (Passed
in Senate 2/7/00).

A2004/S503 - Revises retirement provisions
for PERS members who are veterans.
A2028/S609 - Implements proposed con-
stitutional amendment extending eligibil-
ity for property tax deduction to N.J. resi-
dent who is surviving spouse of nonresi-
dent veteran.

A2042/S24 - Makes supplemental appro-
priation of $7.2 million from the General
Fund for Inter-Department Account capi-
tal construction project costs of the Battle-
ship USS NJ refurbishment.

A2156 - Abolishes battleship commission
and foundation; transfers funds to special
account.

A2177/S1842 - Supplemental appropriation
0of $100,000 from General Fund for NJ Na-
val Militia Joint Command. (Passed Both
Houses 02/15/01)

A2276 - Directs that “N.J. Turnpike” be
designated “N.J. Veterans Turnpike,” ap-
propriates $500,00.

A2349/S1123 - Authorizes free hunting,
fishing, and trapping licenses and State
park admission for persons with certain
types of military service.

A2402/S638 - Extends period of restricted
sale of poppies to raise funds to benefit
veterans. (Passed Both Houses 1/29/01).
A2482 - Establishes loan program to reha-
bilitate military monuments; appropriates
$600,000.

A2490 - Provides that certain surviving
spouses of veterans may continue to re-
ceive veterans’ property tax deduction af-
ter remarriage.

A2527/S1045 - Establishes special license
plates for World War II Veterans (Passed
by the Senate 6/8/2000).

A2546/S1086 - Establishes special license
plates for veterans of the Korean conflict.
A2599 - Qualifies “Cold War” era veterans

for veteran’s property tax deduction.
A2613/S1654 - Amends definition of vet-
eran for certain military engagements.
A2713 - Provides for non-binding referen-
dum as to the permanent berthing of the
Battleship USS NJ; makes an appropriation.
A2783/S1388 - Supplemental appropriation
of $50,000 to DMAVA for study of veter-
ans needs. (Passed Senate 10/23/00)
A2810 - Accelerates by one year phase-in
of veteran property tax deduction increase.
A2823/S133 - Adds Haiti peacekeeping mis-
sion to definition of “active service in time
of war” for eligibility to receive $100 veter-
ans’ property tax deduction.

A2833 - Redesigns special prisoner of war
license plates.

A2855/S1432 - Authorizes special emblem
for license plates of disabled veterans.
A2881 - Permits municipality to retroac-
tively refund veteran’s property tax paid
inadvertently.

A2949 - Authorizes Naval combat service
license plate.

A2951 - Authorizes special license plate
for ex-prisoners of war.

A3043 - Concerns calculation of retirement
benefits of certain veteran members of
PERS.

A3091/S1997 - Supplemental appropriation
0f $25,000 to Division of Housing and Com-
munity Resources in DCA to fund grant to
Willingboro Township for veterans’ memo-
rial.

A3180 - Authorizes special Bronze Star li-
cense plates.

A3234 - Supplemental appropriation of
$500,000 from General Fund to Department
of Military and Veterans Affairs for Veter-
ans Guide and Veterans Journal.

S24 - Makes supplemental appropriation of
$7.2 million from General Fund for capital
construction project costs of Battleship
USS NJ refurbishment.

S83 - Eliminates the requirement of over-
seas service in Operation “Desert Shield/
Desert Storm” to qualify for civil service
veterans’ preference.

S133 - Adds Haiti peacekeeping mission to
definition of “active service in time of war”
for eligibility to receive $50 veterans’ prop-
erty tax reduction.

S164 - Provides for the issuance of special
motor vehicle license plates to Combat
Medical Badge recipients.

S214 - “Totally Disabled Veterans’ Prop-
erty Tax Relief Act of 2000.”

S465 - Authorizes special license plates for

members of the Disabled American Veter-
ans Department of N.J.

S590 - Authorizes “Vietnam Veterans’ Me-
morial Foundation” license plate. (Passed
in Senate 3/23/00).

S620 - Authorizes issuance of POW plates
for vehicles leased by former prisoners of
war. (Passed in Senate 3/27/00).

S742 - Provides that TPAF and PERS vet-
erans’ retirement with 35 years of services
shall be based on highest benefit year rather
than last year of service.

S766 - Authorizes “Vietnam Veterans’ Me-
morial Foundation” license plate.

S971 - Extends certain veterans’ benefits
to persons inducted into active service
through the United States Selective Ser-
vice System during the Cold War.

S1241 - Provides property tax exemption
for fractional ownership by 100% disabled
veteran in continuing care facility.

S1294 - Extends eligibility for NJ DSM to
25 year State residents.

S1975 - Exempts from the sales and use tax
sales made at concession stands located
in State-owned veterans’ homes.
S2095/A3236 - Supplemental appropriation
of $6 million to DHS for Social Services to
the Homeless grant program and $2 million
to DMAVA to assist homeless veterans.
S2101 - Eliminates criteria qualified voter
must meet to receive military or civilian ab-
sentee ballot.

S2165 - Supplemental appropriation of
$40,000 to Division of Housing and Com-
munity Resources in DCA to fund grant to
East Greenwich Township for veteran’s
memorial.

Editor's Note: The following are comon
acronims used in the previous bill
summeries.

DCA - Department of Community Affairs
DEP — Department of Environmental Pro-
tection

DHS — Department of Human Services
DMAVA — Department of Military and Vet-
eran Affairs

DMYV — Department of Motor Vehicles
DSM —N.J.’s Distinguished Service Medal
PAAD - Pharmaceutical Assistance to the
Aged and Disabled Program

PERS - Public Employees’ Retirement Sys-
tem

PFRS - Police and Firemen’s Retirement
System

TPAF - Teachers’ Pension and Annuity
Fund



Operation Recognition Expands

High school diplomas for those who left school to defend our freedoms

In October, the New Jersey De-
partments of Military and Veterans Af-
fairs and Education jointly launched a
program to honor World War II era
veterans who left high school to join
the military and never received their
diploma.

Because of the
overwhelming suc-
cess of this pro-
gram, The Adjutant
General and the
Commissioner of
Education are ex-
panding the pro-
gram to include
veterans from the
Korean and Viet-
nam wars.

More than 500
of New Jersey’s
100,000 living

of Education David Hespe. “I ask
school districts to consider awarding
these diplomas as part of Veterans Day
or Memorial Day observances, or at
commencement exercises.”

Secaucus High School with the help

World War 11 vet-
erans have already
applied for their di-
plomas as part of the program Opera-
tion Recognition.

Governor Christie Whitman pre-
sented the first high school diplomas
of Operation Recognition to 98 WWII
veterans at the War Memorial in Tren-
ton November 3.

“You missed high school’s mile-
stones because your nation needed
you, and you responded selflessly,”
said Gov. Whitman. “We can’t give you
back memories of the senior prom or
graduation. But we can put in your
hand an important milestone — your
high school diploma.”

“I am asking local school leaders
throughout the state to realize the op-
portunities this program will present to
enhance their social studies and his-
tory curriculums,” said Commissioner

Then Governor Christine Whitman presented 98 World War Il era veterans with their high
school diploma in the first Operation Recognition ceremony Nov 3. Official state photograph.

of Radisson Hotels is holding a prom
May 17 and graduation May 18 for
veterans from Hudson, Bergen and
Essex counties. To help with this cer-
emony or for more information, call
Mike Germann at (201)974-2028.
The Department of Human Services
in Middlesex has committed to a
graduation ceremony for veterans of
that county, but has not set the date.
No other counties have confirmed
ceremonies. "We are looking for your
help to organize graduation ceremo-
nies in your community," explained
Patty Ann Richter. "For guidance, as-
sistance and more information, give me
a call." Patty Ann Richter can be
reached at (609)530-7052.
Programs similar to Operation Rec-
ognition have been established in other
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states including Connecticut, Florida,
Georgia, lowa, Massachusetts, Min-
nesota, Nebraska, North Carolina,
Wisconsin and West Virginia.

To qualify a resident New Jersey
veteran must have left a New Jersey
high school to di-
rectly enter military
service between the
dates of:

~ Sept. 16, 1940
and Dec. 31, 1946

~ June 23, 1950
and Jan. 31, 1955

~ Dec. 31, 1960
and May 7, 1975.

Veterans of all the
branches of service
including Merchant
Marine and Coast
Guard as well as
those who have
earned a General
Educational Devel-
opment Diploma
(GED) qualify. Diplomas may also be
issued posthumously; surviving family
members of eligible veterans are en-
couraged to apply.

Qualified veterans may apply to re-
ceive the state-endorsed high school
diploma. To apply for Operation Rec-
ognition diplomas, send a copy of your
DD-214 or discharge papers, the
name and address of the high school
you attended, the year you would have
graduated, your name, address and
daytime phone number to:

Operation Recognition

N.J. DMAVA

Eggert Crossing Road Box 340
Trenton, NJ 08625-0340

For more information, call Patty
Ann Richter at (609) 530-7052.



Miss America Dedicates Haven for Homeless Veterans

Story and photographs by Staff Sgt. Mark
Olsen, N.J. Air National Guard

Miss America 2000 - Ms. Heather
Renee French and New Jersey’s Ad-
jutant General - Maj.Gen. Paul J.
Glazar dedicated the New Jersey Vet-
erans Haven in a public ceremony
August 18.

Veterans Haven is the New Jersey
Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs transitional housing program for
homeless veterans located at 202
Spring Garden Road (off Route 30) in
Winslow, N.J. In operation since Janu-
ary 1995, Veterans’ Haven has been
a temporary home to more than 270
homeless men and women veterans.

Ms. Heather Renee French, Miss
America 2000, has championed home-
less veterans as her platform, assisting
programs such as Veterans Haven dur-
ing her reign. “As the daughter of a dis-
abled Vietnam veteran, I pledge my
heart, my hands and my voice to help-
ing veterans fight the battles they face
on our nation’s streets. So they don’t
face these battles alone, I urge all
Americans to lend their support to
these often forgotten men and women.”

Ms. Heather Renee French - Miss America 2000, and Maj. Gen. Paul
Glazar, pledge allegiance during the dedication ceremony at Veterans
Haven.

In January 2000
Veterans Haven be-
gan a $400,000 con-
struction and expan-
sion project jointly fi-
nanced by the U.S.
Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Devel-
opment and the New
Jersey DMAVA. The
construction project
included expanding
the dining room, add-
ing an all-purpose
classroom area, and
installing a computer
lab. The computer-
training lab for the residents is furnished
with two servers and more than 12 per-
sonal computers.

The surrounding outdoor area also
received a face-lift. Members of the
177th Civil Engineering Squadron,
New Jersey Air National Guard,
cleared the parking lot behind the
main building, graded it, and installed
a newly surfaced parking lot and
picnic area.

This expansion is the latest phase
in a six year program designed to
completely renovate and overhaul
the building. “When the program
first received the building, it had been
abandoned - unused for more than
five years,” described Robert Du-
rante, Veterans Haven
superintendent. “A lot of the gen-
eral cleanup in the first few years
was done by residents.”

Since the program began, 65
percent of the Haven’s residents
have successfully completed their
recovery and returned to society as
wage-earning, tax-paying citizens.
The normal stay is six to 24 months
allowing the veteran ample time to
prepare himself to return to inde-

pendent living. The program is divided
into three phases - treatment; self-rec-
lamation, and community reintegration.
There are currently 50 veterans in resi-
dence, many of whom are working full-
time or attending school.

Durante also indicated that the pro-
gram could not have become what it is
today - the only one of'its kind in the
country - without the caring and gen-
erous donations of many people and
organizations like the Elks, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, American Legion and
Vietnam Veterans of America. Many
of the invited guests at the dedication
ceremony were representing the orga-
nizations that have supported Veter-
ans Haven.

For more information on the Vet-
erans Haven transitional housing pro-
gram, call (609) 561-0269.

Chief Master Sgt. Herbert Mimler evens out arough
patch in the parking lot addition behind Veterans
Haven.



Tricare for Life

Recently an unidentified group
has been contacting military retir-
ees more than 65 years old and
offering to enroll them in Trcare for
Life fora $50 fee. Tricare for Life
does NOT charge an enrollment
fee. For more information call Bob
Washington at (800) 372-1924.

TROA Career Fair 2001

The Retired Officers Associa-
tion is holding a career fair May 17
9 AM to 7 PM at the Washington
Convention Center, 900 9th Street
NW in Washington, DC. No fees.
Business attire or uniform. More
than 100 companies plan to recruit
military personnel, veterans and
spouses. For more information call
toll free (877) 533-8677.

Vietham Era Educational
Center Upcoming Events

Saturday, April 21, 1:00 PM,
The Real Deal - A film presenta-
tion by Marc Levy, Vietnam vet-
eran and poet. Lecture attendees
are asked to R.S.V.P. one week
prior to the event to (732) 335-
0033. A donation of $5 per per-
son is suggested.

Saturday, April 28, 1:00 PM,
Organizing Resistance to the
Vietnam War - Oral history pre-
sentation by Leonard Amada,
WWII veteran and community ac-
tivist. Lecture attendees are asked
to R.S.V.P. one week prior to
(732) 335-0033. A donation of $5
per person is suggested.

Monday, May 7, 11:00 AM,
New Jersey Vietnam Veterans
Remembrance Day Ceremony
Keynote speaker: Hela Young.

F

Korean war

M E M O

of $25,000, which estab-
New Jersey Korean War
ommittee. Atlantic City’s
mvestment and Development
y (CRDA) contributed $1 mil-
ard the $3 million project. The

on to
Eorean War Memorial fund s still ac-

epting corporate and private donations
fer the remaining costs associated

\thomas Jay Warren of Sugar
r » N.C., were selected by the

n 0r1al which fei?es a 12-foot high
statue of “The Mourning Soldier”
clutching dogtags and remembering his
lost comrades. A group of soldiers “un:
der fire”” emerges through a sheet of
water just to his left. The back wall of
the Memorial, beneath an eternal flame,
is engraved with the names of the 822
New Jerseyans who were killed or are
still listed as missing in action.

Then Governor Christine Todd
Whitman attended the dedication and
laid a wreath honoring the 191,000
New Jerseyans who served in the con-
flict. “May this memorial forever stand
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| ated Nov 1 3

an bothas a tribute to those who fought

for freedom in Korea and as an endur-
ing symbol of New Jerseyans’ deep
appreciation for the selfless, patriotic
service of all our country’s veterans,”
stated Gov. Christie Whitman.

Executive Director of the 50th An-
niversary of the Korean War, Maj. Gen.
(Ret) Nels Running presented Gov.
Whitman with a 50th Commemorative
coin and certificate to symbolize New
Jersey’s recognition as an official “Com-
memorative Community.”

Maj.Gen. Paul J. Glazar, The Adju-
tant General of the State of New Jer-
sey said, “With this very beautiful and
special permanenttribute, the veterans
of the Forgotten War will be forgotten
no more.”

Members of the Korean Commu-
nity dressed in traditional garb sounded
a ceremonial gong as the New Jersey
Army National Guard followed with a
nine-gun rifle salute. The ceremony con-
cluded with a flyover of four F-16C
Fighting Falcons from the 177th Fighter
Wing, New Jersey Air National Guard.
Bally’s Park Place hotel and casino
hosted a reception immediately follow-
ing the ceremony.

“The generosity and continued sup-
portfrom the CRDA, members of the
New Jersey Legislature, Governor
Whitman, Veterans’ Organizations, cor-
porate donors and so many individuals
have truly made this important day a
reality,” stated Committee Chairman
Larry St. Laurent. “Finally the courage
and sacrifice of so many will forever
stand tall in our community.™



The Adjutant General Now
Determines Veterans Preference

By CWO5 (RET) Bob Wimberly
Chief of Veterans Benefits Bureau

Beginning March 1, The Adjutant
General of New Jersey, who also is the
Commissioner of the Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs, will as-
sume the responsibility of determining
veteransstatus for N.J. state residents.

The job was previously the obliga-
tion of the New Jersey Department of
Personnel and the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Treasury, Division of Pensions.

The Adjutant General will determine
whether a person seeking to be con-
sidered a “veteran” or “disabled vet-
eran” meets the criteria established by
the law. Any appeals will be adjudi-
cated by the TAG.

When veteran status is determined,
The Adjutant General will notify the De-
partment of Personnel for civil service
preference and the Division of Pensions
and Benefits for retirement allowances
and military service credit. The ruling
will be binding.

Veteran status or disabled veteran
status may be awarded to any person
who meets the criteria as set forth in

Memorial Walkway Dedication
On October 23, Maj. Gen. Paul J.
Glazar, The Adjutant General, and Con-
gressman Jim Saxton cut the ribbon,
opening the Memorial Walkway at the
Brigadier General William C. Doyle
Veterans Memorial Cemetery.

The memorial walkway in most vet-
eran cemeteries is adorned with monu-
ments and benches and provides a
place for remembrance and reflection.

This Memorial Walkway is located
near a pond in a serene corner of the
cemetery.

the law. Veterans of war service may
be eligible for veterans status for civil
service testing, veterans status for re-
tirement allowances or veterans status
for military service credit.

War service is defined by service by
a veteran in any war, conflict, mission
or operation during the periods speci-
fied in the law. These include World
War I, World War II, Korean Conflict,
Vietnam Conflict, Lebanon Peace-
keeping Mission, Grenada Peacekeep-
ing Mission, Panama Peacekeeping
Mission, Operation Desert Storm/
Desert Shield in the Arabian Peninsula
and Persian Gulf, Operation Restore
Hope in Somalia, Operations Joint En-
deavor and Joint Guard in the Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Op-
eration Uphold Democracy in Haiti.

For an application or assistance
contact local veterans organizations,
state or county Veterans Service Of-
fice or veteran counselor at a state em-
ployment office. The NJDMAVA Vet-
erans’ Hot Line phone number is 1-
800-624-0508. Further information is
also available on the internet at:

VIW\STATENLUS/VILITARY/\ETERANS

The Memorial Walkway allows vet-
eran organizations a place for perma-
nent monuments in tribute to their fallen
comrades. American Ex-Prisoners of
War, Disabled American Veterans and
The 4th Marine Division Association
have monuments in place. The Marine
Corps League and N.J. Advisory Com-
mittee for Women Veterans have also
expressed intent to place monuments.

The walkway was constructed in 12
months with a $100,000 grant from the
Veterans Administration State Cemeter-
ies Grants Service.
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Thursday, May 17, 7:00 PM,
A Long Time Coming - Oral his-
tory presentation by Robert Maras,
Vietnam veteran and past president
of VVA, about his return trips to
Vietnam. Lecture attendees are
asked to R.S.V.P. one week prior
to the event to (732) 335-0033. A
donation of $5 per person is sug-
gested.

Monday, May 28, 11:00 AM,
Memorial Day Ceremony

Thursday, June 7, 7:00 PM,
Dreaming Through the Twilight
- A play about loss and healing,
presented on video by Tom
Tunnington. Lecture attendees are
asked to R.S.V.P. one week prior
to the event to (732) 335-0033. A
donation of $5 per person is sug-
gested.

Sunday, September, 16,11 AM
Rolling Thunder - Ride for
Freedom VI - 6th Annual mo-
torcycle cavalcade organized by
Rolling Thunder, Inc. to keep the
issue of America’s prisoners of war
and missing in action in the public
eye. Departs from Warinanco
Park, Roselle, N.J. at 11:00 AM,
travels the Garden State Parkway
and arrives at the NJ Vietnam Vet-
erans’ Memorial.

All events and notices are included
as space is available. Events must
be opened to the general public,
without discrimination or mem-
bership. Submissions must include
hosting organization; event de-
scription, date, time and place;
point of contact and cost if any.
Submissions may be sent to.: Vet-
eran Journal Editor, NJDMAVA,
PO Box 340, Eggert Crossing
Road, Trenton, NJ 08625-0340.




New Jersey Mints Vietnam Service Medal

By G. Natasha Zoe

The Adjutant General approved this
design for the New Jersey Vietnam
Service Medal and ribbon to com-
memorate the 25th anniversary of the
ending of the Vietnam Conflict in Janu-
ary 1973. Itis expected to be minted
by this fall.

An eligible veteran must meet all of
the following:
~ was a resident of New Jersey when
enlisted or inducted .
~was on active duty in any branch of
the armed forces of the United States
in Vietnam, Thailand, Laos or Cambo-
dia or the contiguous waters or airspace
thereof on or after December 31, 1960
and on or before May 7, 1975.
~ have been given an honorable dis-
charge from such service or currently
serving.

~ meet one of the following four “in
country” requirements: (1) were at-
tached to or served for one or more
days with an organization participating
in or directly supporting military opera-
tions. (2) were attached to or served
for one or more days aboard a United
States Naval vessel directly supporting

military operations. (3) participated as
a crew member in one or more aerial
flights into airspace above Vietnam and
contiguous waters directly supporting
military operations. (4) served on tem-
porary duty for 30 consecutive days or
60 nonconsecutive days in Vietnam or
contiguous areas, except that this time
limit may be waived for persons par-
ticipating in actual combat operations.

The surviving spouse or immediate
family member of any resident of the
state meeting the above requirements
for amedal and who was killed while
on active duty or died after receiving
an honorable discharge from the armed
forces may apply for a posthumous
awarding of the medal.

No applications are currently be-
ing accepted. Information and appli-
cations will be available this fall.

Republic of Korea War Service Medal Available
and Now Authorized for Wear on US Uniforms

This medal was initially proposed by
the South Korean governmentin 1951
to honor all United Nations troops who
battled the communist aggressors dur-
ing the Korean War. After 48 years,
the medal was finally approved by the
Department of Defense.

During the Korean War, the U.S.
disallowed the wearing of Korean War
Service Medal, because regulations at
the time prevented American service
members from wearing any foreign
award. However, Congress changed
this law in 1954. On the occasion of
the 50th Anniversary, the Republic of
Korea once again offered the medal.

The Secretary of Defense appointed
the Air Force as the lead agent to dis-
tribute the medal. The Air Force Per-
sonnel Center processes the requests
and distributes the medals to all Ko-
rean War Veterans who qualify, regard-

less of their branch of service.

The Air Force Personnel Center
processes medal requests on a first
come first serve basis. The AFPC ad-
vises that the processing and shipment
of medals may take up to six months
due to the high volume of requests.

The medal is free to veterans who
meet the criteria. Do not confuse it with
other commemoration medallions for
sale by for-profit organizations.

U.S. military personnel must have:
~ served between the outbreak of hos-
tilities, June 25, 1950, and the date the
armistice was signed, July 27, 1953;
~been on permanent assignment or on
temporary duty for 30 consecutive days
or 60 non-consecutive days, and
~performed their duty within the terri-
torial limits of Korea, in the waters im-
mediately adjacent thereto or in aerial
flight over Korea participating in actual
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combat operations or in support of
combat operations.

Only the ROK-provided medal is
approved for wear on the military uni-
form. Because the order of precedence
for non-U.S. service medals and rib-
bons is determined by date of approval,
the ROKWSM should be worn after
the Kuwait Liberation Medal, which
was the last foreign medal approved for
wear by U.S. military personnel.

To apply, veterans should send a
copy of their discharge paper “DD-
214" and current mailing address to:
HQ AFPC/DPPPRA
550 C Street West, Suite 12
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas
78150-4714

Additional information can be found
by contacting the Air Force Personnel
Center, at (800) 558-1404, or
VWWUNFPCRANDOLPHAF VIL/ ANRDS



Recommended FY2002 Budget for DMAVA

RECOMMENDED
YEAR 1993 1999 2000 2001 2002
AUTHORITY  $40,598,000 $51,235,00 $54,934,000 $55,205,000 $55,258,000
AUTHORITY
$54,934.000  $55,205,000 $55.258,000
$55,000,000 | - o omEEERE i e —e
$51,235,000
$50,000,000 | - -
$45,000,000 4 - - - - - - - -
$40,598,000
$40,000,000 \
1993 1999 2000 2001 2002

By LTC (RET) Thomas J. Flynn
Fiscal Officer, DCVA

In the more than seven years of this
administration, the Veterans portion of
the departmental budget has increased
$14,660,000. Thatisa 36.11% gain
in funding from 1993 to the governor’s
recommended budget for FY 2002

Funding Highlights

Provides more than $49 million for
operation of our three veterans homes.

Ensures that New Jersey’s veterans
receive quality care at our veterans
homes.

Provides more than $2 million for op-
eration of our veterans cemetery and
burial services.

Provides $4 million for administra-
tion of our veterans benefit programs
and continued commitment for care of
the state’s veterans memorials.

Initiatives

During this current year and for
2002, Veterans Affairs has begun anew
outreach with the establishment of our

own Veterans Benefits Bureau. The
bureau has the authority for determina-
tion of veterans preference, veterans
status, and veterans catastrophic
entitlements.

The Veterans Benefits Bureau is the
final approval authority of the aforemen-
tioned. By becoming the State Approv-
ing Authority, it eliminates having our
veterans go to multiple agencies for cer-
tifications. State fiscal year 2002 will
be the first full year that the bureau will
be in service.

The Honor Guard Burial Detail be-
gan this current year. This prestigious
detail provides the military honors and
presence during interments. This en-
titlement is requested through the fu-
neral director.

Legislation has passed establish-
ing a World War II Memorial Com-
mission. The Commission is currently
not funded by an appropriation.
Monies to support the establishment
of the Commission will come from
the administration portion of the FY
2002 budget. Funding for future
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year’s budgets will be sought to build
and maintain the memorial.

The Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) Program has had a 10% in-
crease in clients utilizing the counseling
services provided. Itis anticipated that
more Korean War era veterans will use
the PTSD program entitlement during
Fiscal Year 2002.

Greater emphasis toward the Vet-
erans Transportation Program was pro-
vided this year, by moving excess funds
from lesser-utilized entitlement pro-
grams to transportation, more services
were available. During Fiscal Year
2002, we look toward growth in this
service program.

Editor's Note: The New Jersey State
Fiscal Year 2002 runs from July 1,
2001 to June 30, 2002. The
governor’s recommended budget
must be passed by the N.J. Senate
and Assembly before it becomes law.



US Dept of Veteran Affairs Updates

New VA Secretary
By Rudi Williams
American Forces Press Service

Calling himself a veteran’s activist,
Veterans Affairs Secretary Anthony J.
Principi vowed to conduct a major top-
to-bottom review of the VA's health care
and claims processing systems.

Principi, who is from New Jersey,
promises to make a difference, to work
hard, to listen to veterans’ concerns and
to make decisions that will help. “Ifwe
don’t improve benefits and services af-
ter four years, I’ll consider my tour a
failure,” he said. The new secretary is a
Vietnam combat veteran. His wife was
a Navy nurse in Vietnam.

He said taking up to two years to
reach a decision is not acceptable. “I
want practical, hands-on solutions to
better provide high-quality, timely evalu-
ations on claims,” he emphasized. “I
want to ensure we have uniform access
to high-quality healthcare.”

“There has to be a close bond and
trust between the people who defend
the nation and who may come to us for
their benefits after separating from the
services,” he said. “They need to know
we’re providing them with the care and
benefits they’ve earned in service to our
country.”

Congressman Smith
Calls for $2.1 Billion

Increase in VA Budget
By Dan Amon

House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs

The U.S. House Veterans’ Affairs
Committee approved what Chairman
Chris Smith (R-NJ) called “a work in
progress,” a fiscal year 2002 budget
calling fora $2.1 billion increase in dis-
cretionary VA spending.

The committee's recommendations
address healthcare needs, claims back-

Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco joined US Secretary of Veterans Affairs An-
thony Principi and Congressman Chris Smith at a roundtable discussion and tour of the
James J. Howard VA Outpatient Clinic in Brick to listen to concerns from New Jersey
veterans over a reduction in federal funding for their health care services.

Photograph by G. Natasha Zoe

log, and crumbling medical infrastruc-
ture. The recommended increases of
more $1.525 billion in VA health care
and $49.8 million to address the back-
log of disability and pension claims.

Chairman Smith said the
Administration’s recommended billion-
dollar, 4.5 percent increase in discre-
tionary VA spending outlined by VA
Secretary Anthony J. Principi would
“just about keep veterans health care
even.”

“But we need to do more than keep
health care even,” Chairman Smith said.
“We know that veterans programs have
some specific needs for which funding
has been too long deferred.”

The $1.525 billion increase in VA
medical care would include $141 mil-
lion for mental health programs, $100
million for higher pharmacy costs, $88
million for long-term care, $75 million
for staff to reduce waiting times, $68
million for emergency care, $30 million
for homeless programs, $23 million for
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spinal cord injury programs, and $1 bil-
lion to adjust for inflation.

A $130 million increase proposed
for the Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion includes the $49.8 million for an
additional 830 full-time employees to
help deal with a backlog in claims pro-
cessing that is getting worse.

In addition to the $2.1 billion in-
crease in discretionary spending, the VA
Committee recommends $300 million
in additional direct spending for further
benefit increases in both the Montgom-
ery GI Bill and the Veterans Opportu-
nities Act of 2001.

The VA Committee also recom-
mends a $325 million increase for VA
medical facility repair. This would fund
The Veterans Hospitals Emergency
Repair Act, which would authorize a
two-year total of $550 million.

The VA Committee also seeks mod-
est increases for state nursing home and
cemetery grants programs as well as for
the National Cemetery Administration.
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VA Applications Online

Veterans can apply for VA benefits
and health care online. Veterans may
apply for compensation, pension, reha-
bilitation benefits and health care.

To apply for health care online, vet-
erans must fill out an Internet-based
form application. The form is automati-
cally e-mailed to the VA facility selected
by the veteran. VA employees register
the data, print the form and mail it back
to the veteran for signature. Veterans
can also print out the completed form
and mail it themselves.

“Veterans On Line Applications™
(VONAPP) is designed for veterans to
apply for compensation, pension, and
vocational rehabilitation benefits. Ap-
plications are sent electronically to the
local VA office. Processing begins right
away. Veterans receive aresponse with
the status of their applications.

Later this year, VA plans to offer
education applications on the Internet.
Currently, veterans attending school
under the Montgomery GI Bill canmake
their monthly certification of enrollment
at VENIGEILL . VA.GOV.

To access Internet applications:

HITP=//\PEENEFTS.VBA.VA.GOV

Veteran Entrepreneurs

The new Center for Veterans Enter-
prise will extend VA’s services to vet-
erans who own or who want to start
their own business. Veterans can call or
e-mail the center to receive assistance
from a national network of business
specialists. Information will be available
about loans, business management pro-
grams, online training and procurement
opportunities with federal, state and lo-
cal agencies.

There are 22 million businesses in
the United States. The new center esti-
mates that 5 million are owned by vet-
erans. Plans are underway to register
each veteran-owned business and ad-
vise owners of opportunities to do busi-
ness with the federal government. Under
this program, a veteran-owned business
has 51 percent of the business con-
trolled by a veteran.

For more information call toll free
1-866-584-2344, (202) 565-8336 or
VENETEIZ.COV.

VA Links Agent

Orange and Diabetes

Vietnam veterans with Type-II dia-
betes will now be eligible for disability
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compensation from the VA based on
their presumed exposure to Agent Or-
ange or other herbicides. Type-II dia-
betes is now a presumed disease
associated with herbicide exposure.

Diabetes mellitus is characterized by
high blood sugar levels resulting from
the body’s inability to process the hor-
mone insulin. More than 90 percent of
the 16 million American diabetics are
categorized as Type-II.

Approximately 16 percent of veter-
ans receiving care in VA medical facili-
ties have been diagnosed with diabetes.

Diabetes is the sixth leading cause
of death and the leading cause of blind-
ness in the United States.

The following conditions are now
considered service-connected for Viet-
nam veterans: chloracne, porphyria
cutanea tarda, acute or subacute pe-
ripheral neuropathy, non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, soft tissue sarcoma,
Hodgkin’s disease, multiple myeloma,
prostate cancer and respiratory cancers
(including cancers of the lung, larynx,
trachea and bronchus). In addition,
Vietnam veterans’ children with the
birth defect spina bifida are eligible for
certain benefits and services.
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French Government Honors World War Il Veterans

Secretary of Veterans Affairs An-
thony J. Principi and H.E. Francois de
I’Estang, ambassador of France, an-
nounced that the French Government
will present certificates to World War
IT veterans to thank them for their par-
ticipation in the liberation of France.

“This honor is further evidence that
the contributions of our World War II
veterans will be remembered by this
nation and by our allies around the
world whom they helped to free,” said
Principi.

To be eligible, a veteran must have
served on French territory, in French
territorial waters or in French airspace
between June 6, 1944 and May 8,
1945. The certificate will not be issued
posthumously. Presentation of the cer-
tificates is expected to begin later this
year.

The application form may be avail-
able from veteran service organizations.
The application form is also available
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on a special internet site maintained by
the French government VAIAIAZINFO=
FRANKE-USA.CRG

The form should be mailed to the
French Consulate in New York with a
copy of any document showing proof
of service in France between June 6,

1944 and May 8, 1945. The documents
will not be returned, please send cop-
ies.

French Consulate
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