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Directive #14-08 reissued a number of plea forms, including the Main Plea Form
(referred to in that Directive as the "Four-Page Plea Form"). Directive #08-09

supplemented Directive #14-08 by inter alia promulgating a revised Main Plea Form.
Those 2009 revisions to the Main Plea Form, in particular to Question 17 on that plea

form, were in response to the Court's instructions in State v. Nuñez-Valděz, 200 N.J.

129, 144 (2009), (a) "that the plea form should inform a non-citizen defendant that 'if

your plea of guilty is to a crime considered an aggravated felony under federal law you

will be subject to deportation/removal,"" and (b) "that the form should instruct defendants

of their right to seek legal advice regarding their immigration status."

This Directive promulgates further revisions to Question 17 of the Main Plea

Form. The Supreme Court adopted these further revisions at its July 12, 2011
Administrative Conference in response to recommendations from the Criminal Practice

Committee in its "Report on Revisions to the Plea Form to Address Immigration
Consequences of a Guilty Plea,"which the Committee had submitted to the Court as
part of its 2009-2011 rules cycle report. The attached five-page Main Plea Form as thus

revised supersedes the four-page version appended to Directive #08-09 and should be
used effective immediately.

Question #17 is designed to ensure that defendants understand that they have
an opportunity to seek consultation with an attorney about the immigration

consequences ofa plea, should they choose to do so. However, there is no obligation
to provide defendant with separate counsel for this purpose. Judges should be guided
accordingly when addressing these matters.
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As noted, the attached revised Main Plea Form is effective immediately. There

are a number of cases pending in the Supreme Court that might further address the

immigration consequences of a guilty plea. If additional revisions to the plea form are

necessary as a result of any of these cases, a further revised plea form will be
promulgated by a subsequent directive.

The Court also has added Question 5i to the Main Plea Form so as to include

reference to the Computer Crime Prevention Fund Penalty, N.J.S.A. 2C:43-3.8. The
Criminal Practice Committee had recommended this revision in its 2009-2011 Report.

Both English and English-Spanish version of the revised Main Plea Form

promulgated by this Directive are attached. Any questions or comments regarding this
Directive or the revised Main Plea Form may be directed to Joseph J. Barraco,
Assistant Director for Criminal Practice at 609-292-4638.
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