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WORKER & COMMUNITY RIGHT TO KNOW 

CHAPTER 59 

WORKER AND COMMUNITY RIGHT 
TO KNOW ACT RULES 

;\uthurity 
N.J.S.A. 34:5A-1 ct selJ., speeificully 34:5A-311. 

Soun:e and ER'llctive Date 
R.21KI5 d.l22. cflcctivc Murch 17, 211ll.'i. 

Sec: 36 N.J.R. 4912(u), 37 N.J.R. 117N(u). 

Chapter Expiration Date 
Chapter 59, Worker anc.l Community Right to Know Act Rules, 

expires on March 17, 211111. 

Chapter Historical Note 
Chapter 59, Workpl~1cc llmmrduu~ Suhstanccs, WiiS ilduptcd us 

R.J9!!4 d.247, effective June IN, 19!!4. Sec: 16 N.J.R. 47N(a), lfi N.J.R. 
1519(a). 

ChaJ>lcr 59, Workplace Huzunluus Suhstanccs, was renamed "Wurk· 
cr and Community Right 111 Know Act Rules" hy 1~.1 11!!4 d.441. 
effective October I, 19!!4. Sec: 16 N.J.R. l!!l11J(u), lfi N.J.I~. l924(a) 
and Ill N.J.R. 2555(a). 

Pursumtt to Executive Order No. M1( 197!!), Chuptcr 51), Wurkcr ;md 
Community Right 111 Knuw Act Rul.:s, w;1s readuptcd u~ 1{.19!!1) d.543, 
effective September 2'1. I'Jil'J, illlll Suhclmptcr II, Cummunity Right 111 
Know; Luhcling, Privut.: Employers, Willi adopted ;1s new rul.:s hy 
R.l9!!9 d.543, effective Nuv.:mher 6, 19KIJ. Sec: 21 N.J.R. 1253(a), 21 
N.J.R. 3516(u). 

Subchuptcr 12, Certification of Consultants und Cunsulting Agencies 
for Public Employers, wm; aduptcd m; R.l991 d.21)1, efl'cctiv.: June 17, 
19')1. Sec: 22 N.J.R. IH92(a), 23 N.J.R. 11)39(u). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 61'1( 197M), Chapter 59. Wurker und 
Community Right to Know Act Rules, was rcadupt.:d us R.I9'J4 d.535. 
effective September 2!!, 19114. Sec: 2() N.J.R. 2KKN(il). :!1'1 N.J.R. 
43NIJ(h). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. (1(1( I97H), Clmptcr 511, Work.:r und 
Community Right to Know Act Rules, was reudo1>ted illi R.l999 d.31'13, 
effective September 24, 11N 1J. Sec: 31 N.J.R. 15NIJ(u), 31 N.J.R. 
3106(u). 

Chuptcr 59, Worker and Community Right to Knuw Act Rules. wus 
readopted as R.21KI5 d.l22, effectiv.: March 17, 211115. Sec: Sourt:e und 
Effective Date. Sec, ulsn, section ;mnotutiuns. As a p11rt of R.2UU5 
d.l22, Suhchupter 12. Certification of Consult;mts und Consulting 
Agencies for Public Employers, wus repealed. 

The following is u cmnplcte listing of employer groups who arc 
currently covered by the Right to Know law: 

Sit: llescripllon 
AG RICUL TU RAL SEIWIC'ES 

0782 Lawn and garden s.:rvkcs 
20 FOOD AND KINDRED I•RODUCTS (ENTIRE GROUP) 
21 TOBACCO PRODUCTS (ENTIRE GROU1•1 
22 TEXTILE MILL I•RODUCTS (ENTIRE GROUI•) 
23 APPAREL AND OTIIER TEXTILE PRODUCTS (ENTIRE 

GROUP) 
24 LUMBER AND WOOD I'RODUCTS (ENTIRE GROUI'I 
25 FURNITURE AND FIXTURES (ENTIRE GROUP) 
26 I'APER AND ALl .lED PRODUCI'S (ENTIRE GIU>UI') 
27 PRINTING AND I'UBLISIIING (ENTIRE CiiWllP) 
2K CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCJ"S (ENTIIm 

GROUP) 
29 PETROLEUM AND COAL PRODUCTS (ENTIRE <iROUI'l 
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31 

32 

33 
34 
35 

3ll 

37 
38 

39 

4512 
4513 
4581 
46 

4741 
47M3 
471'15 

4789 

4812 
41113 
4822 
49 

51185 
51187 
5093 

5122 
5162 
5161J 
5171 
5172 

51!11 
5182 
5191 
5193 
5194 
519M 
5199 

5511 
5521 
5541 

7216 
7217 
721H 

7532 
7533 
7534 
7531'1 
7537 
7538 
7539 
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~script inn 
RUBBER AND MISCELLANEOUS PLASTIC PRODUCTS 
(ENTIRE GROUP) 
LEATHER ANI) LEATHER PRODUCTS (ENTIRE 
GROUP) 
STONE, C'LA Y AND GLASS PRODUCTS (ENTIRE 
GROUP) 
PRIMARY MciAL INDUSTRIES (ENTIRE GROUP) 
FABRICATED METAL PRODUCTS (ENTIRE GROUP) 
INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT (ENTIRE 
GROUP) 
ELECTRONIC AND OTHER ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT 
(ENTIRE GROUP) 
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT (ENTIRE GROUP) 
INSTRUMENTS ANI) RELATED PRODUCTS (ENTIRE 
GI{OUP) 
MISCELLANEOUS MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 
(ENTIRE GROUP) 
TRANSPORTATION BY AIR 
Air trunspurtatiun, scheduled 
Air L~mricr scrvicc11 
Airports, Oying fields, and airport terminal services 
PIJ>ELINES, EXCEPT NATURAL GAS (ENTIRE GROUP) 
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 
Rcnull of nailroad cars 
Packing und crating 
Fixed fucilities 1111d inspection und weighing servict.-s fur motor 
vehicle trunsportatinn 
Trunsportation services, not elsewhere cli1ssificd 
COMMUNICATION 
Radiotelephone L'ummunic11tions 
Telephone L''llmmunicatiuns, except r.adiotclcphonc 
Tclcgmph and other mes.'lltgc L,lmmunications 
ELECTRIC. GAS AND SANITARY SERVICES (ENTIRE 
GROUP) 
WHOLESALE TRADE--DURABLE GOODS 
Industrial supplies 
Service establishment equipment and supplies 
Scrup and waste materiuls 
WHOLESALE TRADE-NONDURABLE GOODS 
Drug..;, drug proprieturics, and druggists' sundries 
Plastics mntcri;lls und basic forms 11nd shapes 
Chemicals und ullied products, not ciSI.'Wherc classified 
Pctmleum hulk statiuns und terminals 
Pctrulcum und pctmlcum products wholesulcrs, except bulk 
stutiuns and terminuls 
Beer und 11lc 
Wines und distilll.:t.lulcoholic bev.:mgcs 
Furm supplies 
Flowers, nursery stuck, and norists' supplies 
TuhacL,, and tobacco products 
Paints, varnishes, und supplies 
Nundumblc goods. nut elsewhere chLo;siticd 
AUTOMOBILE DEALERS AND GASOLINE SERVICE 
STATIONS 
Mutur vehicle dculcrs (new and used) 
Mutm· vehicle dculcrs (uS(.'(! only) 
Gusulinc service stutions 
PERSONAL SERVICES 
Dl'y clcuning plunts, except rug cleuning 
Curpct und upholstery clc;ming 
Industrial launderers 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR, SERVICES. AND GARAGES 
Tup. hudy. und uphobllcry rcpuir shop..; und puint shops 
Automutivc cxlumst 11ystcm repuir shup.o,; 
Tire rctrcuding und rcpuir 11hops 
Autmnutivc glu!L.; I'L:plaL'I:RlCnt shops 
Autuntotiv.: tmnsmis..;ion rcpuir shops 
Gcncmluutumorivc repair shop.~ 
Automotive rcpuir shops, not elsewhere clus.~ificd 
MISCJ;LLANEOUS REPAIR SERVI("J;S 
Welding l'Cpuir 
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SIC Description 
HEALTH SERVICES 

8062 General medical and surgical hospitals 
8063 Psychiatric hospitals 
8069 Specialty hospitals, except psychiatric 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 
8211 Elementary and secondary schuols 
8221 Colleges, universities, and professional schools 
8222 Junior colleges and technical institutes 
8249 Vocational sch01.11s, not elsewhere classified 

ENGINEERING, ACCOUNTING, RESEARCH, MANAGE­
MENT, AND RELATED SERVICES 

8734 Testing laboratories 
STATE, COUNTY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT, including 
any agency, authority, department, hureau, or instrumentality 
thereof 

Amended by R.l986 d.373, cfft.'Ctive September !1, 1986. 

See: Ill N.J.R. 1363(a}, 18 NJ.R. 1821(11). 

Amended by R.1993 d.384, effective August 2, 1993. 

See: 25 NJ.R. 864(a), 25 NJ.R. 3543(a}. 

CHAPI'ER TABLE OF CONTENTS 

SUBCHAPTER J. GENERAL INFORMATION 
8:59-1.1 Authority 
8:59-1.2 Purpose 
8:59-1.3 Definitions 
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8:59-1.5 Severability 

SUBCHAPTER 2. RIGHT TO KNOW SURVEY-FOR 
PUBLIC EMPLOYERS 

8:59-2.1 General provillions 
8:59-2.2 Completion of Right to Know Survey 
8:59-2.3 Additional information requested by local agencies 

SUBCHAPTER 3. TRADE SECRETS 
8:59-3.1 
8:59-3.2 
8:59-3.3 
8:59-3.4 
8:59-3.5 
8:59-3.6 

8:59-3.7 
8:59-3.K 
8:59-3.9 

8:59-3.111 
8:59-3.11 

8:59-3.12 
8:59-3.13 
8:59-3.14 

8:59-3.15 

8:59-3.16 

!1:59-3.17 

Authority 
Purpose 
Definitions 
General provisions 
Prohibited claim.'! 
Procedure for filing trade secret claims and maintaining 

trade secret information 
Confidentiality and security of trade secret information 
Decision-making agency on a trade secret claim 
Criteria for determint~tion of the validity of a trade secret 

claim 
kequest for trade secret information 
Notification of determination of the validity of a trade 

secret claim 
(Reserved) 
Appeal of determination 
Disclosure of information determined not to be a trade 

secret 
Restricted access to trdde secret information retained by 

the Department 
Pcnahic~ for unauthorized disclosure of trade secret infor­

mation 
Labeling 

SUBCHAPTER4. HAZARDOUSSUBSTANCEFACT 
SHEETS-FOR PUBLIC EMPLOYERS 

8:59-4.1 General provisions 
8:59-4.2 Contents of hazardous substance fact sheet 
8:59-4.3 Transmittal to cmpluyer 
8:59-4.4 Trade secret claims 

DEPI'. OF HEALm 

SUBCHAPTER 5. LABELING CONTAINERS 

8:59-5.1 
8:59-5.2 
8:59-5.3 
8:59-5.4 
8:59-5.5 

8:59-5.6 
8:59-5.7 
8:59-5.8 
8:59-5.9 
8:59-5.10 

Generdl provisions 
Pipelines 
Research and development laboratories 
Mixtures 
Exceptions to labeling requiremen~; Feder.tl t~nd State 

labeling laws 
Exclusions from the requirement to label 
Common name 
Labels 
Trade secret registry number 
Subcontr.tctors 

SUBCHAPTER 6. EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
PROGRAM-FOR PUBLIC EMPLOYERS 

8:59-6.1 General provision.~ 
8:59-6.2 (Reserved) 
8:59-6.3 Contents of program 
8:59-6.4 Documentation for program 
8:59-6.5 through 8:59-6.6 (Reserved) 

SUBCHAPTER 7. EMPLOYEE AND PUBLIC ACCESS 
TO INFORMATION 

8:59-7.1 Department of Health and Senior Services obligations 
8:59-7.2 Employer obligations 
8:59-7.3 County health department, county clerk, or designated coun­

ty lead agency obligations 
8:59-7.4 Police and fire department obligations 
8:59-7.5 Employee rights 

SUBCHAPTER 8. ENFORCEMENT 

8:59-K.t 
8:59-8.2 
8:59-K.J 
8:59-8.4 
8:59-8.5 
8:59-8.6 
8:59-K.7 
8:59-8.8 
8:59-8.9 
8:59-8.111 
8:59-K.It 
K:59-K.I2 

Violations 
Civil administrative penalty 
Standing to sue 
Right to enter employer's facility 
Employee health and exposure records 
Civil administrative order 
Civil action 
Civil penalty 
Inspection procedures 
Representatives of employers and public employees 
Complaints by public or private employees 
Posting of orders, penalties and notices of conte.'lt 

SUBCHAPTER 9. RIGHT TO KNOW HAZARDOUS 
SUBSTANCE LIST 

H:59-9. I General provisions 
8:59-9.2 Contents of the Right to Know Hazardous Su~tamce List 
!1:59-9.3 Modification of the list 

SUBCHAPTER 10. SPECIAL HEALTH HAZARD 
SUBSTANCE LIST 

H:59-lll.l General provisions 
8:59-10.2 Contents of the Special Heallh Hazard Substance List 
H:S\J-111.3 Modification of the list 

SUBCHAPTER 11. COMMUNITY RIGHT TO KNOW; 
LABELING, PRIVATE EMPLOYERS 

8:59-11.1 Authority 
H:59-l 1.2 Purpose 
11:59-11.3 Definitions 
8:59-11.4 Genert~l inform11tion 
8:59-11.5 Trade secrets on labels 
8:59-11.6 Labeling containers 
!1:59-11.7 Enforcement 
8:59-11.8 Right to Know Hazardous Substunce List 
8:59-11.9 Special Health Hazard Substance List 
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