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ASSESSOR QUALIFICATION LAW

18:17-1.3

CHAPTER 17

ASSESSOR QUALIFICATION LAW

Authority

NJ.S.A. 54:1-35.1, 54:3-14, 54:3-21.5, 54:4-8.47,
54:4-23.21, 54:4-26 and 54:50-1.

Source and Effective Date

R.1998 d.421, effective July 21, 1998.
See: 30 N.J.R: 1922(a), 30 N.J.R. 3066(b).

Chapter Expiration Date

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1c, Chapter 17, Assessor Quali-
fication Law, expires on January 17, 2004. See: 35 N.J.R. 4847(a).

oy,

Historical Note -

Chapter 17, Assessor Qualification Law, was filed and effective prior
to September 1, 1969. Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978),
Chapter 17 was readopted effective August 12, 1983, as R.1983 d.355.
See: 15 N.J.R. 1082(a), 15 N.J.R. 1487(b).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 17 was readopt-
ed as R.1988 d.408, effective July 29, 1988. See: 20 N.J.R. 1066(a), 20
N.J.R. 2319(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 17 expired on
July 29, 1993. Chapter 17, Assessor Qualification Law, was adopted as
new rules by R.1993 d.481, effective October 4, 1993. See: 25 N.J.R.
2653(a), 25 N.J.R. 4604(b).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 17, Assessor
Qualification Law, was readopted as R.1998 d.421, effective July 21,
1998. See: Source and Effective Date:
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SUBCHAPTER 1. EXAMINATIONS

18:17-1.1 Examinations for Tax Assessor Certificate

(a) After June 30, 1969, all applicants for a Tax Assessor
Certificate must take and pass an examination which is
given annually in March and September at times and places
announced by the Director.!

(b) The examinations for a Tax Assessor Certificate will
be either written or oral, or both, and of such character as
to fairly test and determine the qualifications, fitness and
ability of the applicant to perform the duties of an assessor.

(c) The examination will be weighed in the manner pre-
scribed by the Director, Division of Taxation.?

1 Prior to June 30, 1969, certificates could be issued without examina-
tion pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.28 which applied to persons perform-
ing the duties of an assessor, who satisfactorily completed approved
training courses. This procedure is no longer available and all persons
must take the examination described.

2 Hereinafter referred to as “Director”.

Statutory References

As to the general provisions concerning the examination for a Tax
Assessor Certificate, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.25.

18:17-1.2 Application

(a) All persons desiring to take the examinations must
file an application at least thirty days prior to the announced
date of the examination.

(b) Applications for a Tax Assessor Certificate may be
obtained from the Local Property and Public Utility Branch,
Trenton, New Jersey.

As amended, R.1979 d.88, effective March 8, 1979.
See: 11 N.J.R. 102(a), 11 N.J.R. 210(c).

18:17-1.3 Eligibility prerequisites

(a) In order to be eligible for the Tax Assessor’s examina-
tion, a person must meet the following requirements and

-submit proof of the same at the time the application is filed:

1. Applicant must be a citizen of the United States; -
2. Applicant must be at least 21 years of age;

3. Applicant must be of good moral character, good
health, and free from disabling physical and mental de-
fects;

4. Applicant must have obtained a certificate or diplo-
ma issued after at least four years of study in an approved
secondary school, or have received an academic education
considered and accepted by the New Jersey Commlsswner
of Education as fully equlvalent

5. Applicant must have graduated from a four year
course at a college of recognized standing, provided,

Supp. 10-20-03
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however, in lieu of college an applicant may substitute
full-time experience in real estate appraisal work or expe-
rience in property tax assessment work on a year-for-year
basis.

Statutory References
As to eligibility requirements, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.25.

18:17-1.4 Application notarization; fees

(a) An application will not be considered umnless it is
signed by the applicant, notarized, and accompanied by a
fee in the amount of $10.00 made payable to “The State
Treasurer”. : -

(b) A successful applicant is required to pay a fee of
$25.00 to the order of the State Treasurer in order to obtain
a Tax Assessor Certificate.

Statutory References
As to the required application fee, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.25.

As to required certificate fee, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.26.

18:17-1.5 Review of examination procedures

(a) The availability of examination reviews and instruc-
tions for requesting a review are to be announced by
proctors at examination centers before each examination
commences. "

(b) To be scheduled for an examination review unsuccess-
ful examinees must write to the Division of Taxation, Local
Property and Public Utility Branch, West State and Willow
Streets, Trenton, New Jersey 08646, setting forth several
alternative dates and times which would be selected and the
examinee will be advised of the appointment date and time.

(c) Review of a particular examination will be granted
only to those who were not successful in passing such
examination.

(d) All examination reviews will be conducted in the
offices ‘of the Local Property and Public Utility Branch
offices in the Division of Taxation Building, West State and
Willow Streets, Trenton, New Jersey 08646.

(e) Requests for examination reviews must be made with-
in two months of the date which appears on the notice of
the mailing of the examination results.

(f) Examination reviews will be conducted by a represen-
tative or representatives of the Local Property and Public
Utility Branch. No one other than representatives of the

~said branch and the person for whom the review is being
conducted (the unsuccessful examinee) shall be present at
the examination review.

(g) The exarhination review will consist of:

Supp. 10-20-03

1. Informing the applicant of his grade and an expla-
nation of how the grade is calculated.

2. Informing the >applicant of the gréde required for
passage of the examination.

3. Specifying the categories which the questions cov-
ered and informing the applicant how he fared, category
by category. Questions are usually grouped in each
examination by categories. '

4. Occasionally the reviewer may take up an individu-
al question and go over it specifically with the applicant.
This practice however will be limited.

(h) No applicant will be permitted to copy any questions
Or -answers.

(i) No applicant will be pérmitted more than one review
of a particular examination.

R.1973 d.60, effective March 2, 1973.

See: 5 N.J.R. 59(a),-5 N.J.R. 126(a).

Amended by R.1979 d.88, effective March 8, 1979.
See: 11 N.J.R. 102(a), 11 N.J.R. 210(c).

18:17-1.6 (Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER 2. CERTIFICATE

18:17-2.1 Preservation of records

The Director will preserve the applications, test papers
and other work, except such as is returned to the applicant,
and keep a record of the results of the examinations and the
date of issuance of Tax Assessor Certificates, for a period of
ten years after which such records may at the discretion of
the Director, be destroyed.

Statutory References

As to the requirements that the Director preserve all applicatioﬁs
and records, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.27. '

18:17-2.2 Revocation or suspension of certificate; notice

(a) The Director may revoke or suspend any Tax Asses-
sor Certificate for dishonest practices, or willful or inten-
tional failure, neglect or refusal to comply with the New
Jersey Constitution and the laws made pursuant thereto
relating to the assessment and collection of taxes, or other
good cause. ‘

(b) Such suspension or revocation must be upon proper
notice and after a formal hearing before the Director or
person appointed by him.

(c) Any person whose certificate is revoked will be re-
moved from office and will not be eligible to hold that office
for a period of five years after such removal.

17-2
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o statutory rules of evrdence

, j18.17—2 4 Certlficate necessary for appomtment

o

Statutory References 'f '

.. As to revocatlon or suspensron of Tax Assessor Ceruﬂcates see )
NJSA 541—3529 :

18.17-2 3 Procedure at hearmgs
(a) At a formal hearmg

1 A]l evrdence will be taken before a: court recorder ;

2. The partres wrll not be bound by common law or

- 3. All testrmony havmg reasonable probatrve value:

will be admitted, but -immaterial, nrelevant or unduly e

. cumulatrve testunony may be excluded

‘4. Every party wrll have the right to present h1s case
or defense by’ oral or documentary evidence to submit
rebuttal \ev1dence and to conduct such cross—exammatron

facts

' (b) After all partres have been grven the opportumty of

presentrng all the - evrdence in’ support ‘of the -issues, .the ‘
Director will take the. matter under advrsement and reach a
determmatlon on the record and facts drsclosed

(c) Upon reachmg a determrnatron the Drrector wrll'

" notify the assessor or. hrs representatrve by marl of the’-ﬂ_y :

determrnatron made

reappomtment, electlon or re-electlon

a After Jul 1 1971 no erson ma be a omted re-'f
( ) Y p y pp e .NJSA 54 1-35.31.

appointed, elected or re-elected, as a tax assessor in any -

- municipality in this State, unless he holds a Tax Assessor
Certificate, provrded however, if an; assessor. has served -

contrnuously in office from July 1, 1967 to the date of '

. ‘reappointment Or. re-electron such certlfrcate will not be -
‘mrequrred o S T P B v

,J’.

o (b) In the case of a candrdate for electron as munrcrpal "
- tax assessor for a term commencing on or after July 1, 1971,

except a candrdate for re-election who has served continu- -

-ously in office from July 1, 1967 to the date desrgnated for
inclusion -on \the ballot, the mumcrpal clerk is precluded e
¢ from certrfyrng the name of such person for inclusion on the
ballot -as a candidate unless there is filed with such clerk

B .- proof that such person holds a vahd Tax Assessor Certrfr-

. Amended by R1979 d. 88, effectlve March- 8 1979.

cate.

tax assessor ‘shall be. appomted and not_ elected.’ Tenure'
rights prevrously acqurred by elected tax assessors prror to .
July 1 1979 are unaffected ' :

)

See: ‘11 N.JR. 102(a), 11 NJR. 210(c):

N

173

' ~fﬁ18 17-3 1 Appllcablllty of subchapter ] b

: '18 17-—3 2

Statutory References SR ) '

" As‘to the requrrement for all fax assessors to have a Tax Assessor 2
Certrfrcate in order to be appornted reappomted or elected -see
NJSA 541—3530 L \

As to. the requrrement for all tax assessors- to be" appomted see

: 'NJS'A 40A 9—146 et seq

- 18:17-2. 5 Certrficate necessary for JOll‘lt mun1c1pal tax B

assessor

No person is ehgrble to hold the offrce of Jomt Mumcrpal )
Tax . Assessor unless such _person holds a Tax Assessor K

-Certrfrcate T I

Statutory Referenees -
As to'a Tax Assessor Certificate bemg an elrgrbrhty requrrement “for

the Offrce of Joint Mumcrpal Tax Assessor see NJ SA 54 1-35. 33 .

o 18 17—2,.6"through 18 17—2 8 (Reserved)
" as may be requrred for a full and true: drsclosure of the o

J
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SUBCHAPTER 3 CONTINUANCE N OFFICE

’ LT

The provrsrons of this subchapter apply to every person

‘ actually in office as an ‘assessor or performing the duties of -
_‘an- assessor whether in the classified service under Title 11,
.+ " Civil Service;, or in a mumcrpahty whrch has not adopted
T T1tle II Crvrl Servrce ' » : : '

) e Statutory References : !
- As. to the tax assessors appomted\ at the pleasure of an authonty, see .

General condrtrons for tenure of ofﬁce ‘

(a) Any person has tenure and holds hrs posrtron as tax
assessor durmg good behavror and effrcrency, and is not.

N sub]ect to removal except for good cause shown at a proper

hearing before the Director notwithstanding ‘the fact that

- such person was elected or appomted for a frxed term of ‘
r'-years,lfhe B T ST -

1. Holds a Tax Assessor Certrfrcate and serves four or : .
‘more consecutrve years-as-a tax assessor and is: reappomt-
ed or re- elected or RS :

2 Whrle actually in offrce 4s'an assessor or perfonn-

- ing the duties of ‘an assessor received his certificate prior

to June 30, 1969 and-has servedrn office four consecutrve"

o ' L - - years pnor to June-30, 1969
(c) Effectrve July 1 1979 PL 1978 C 128 provrdes that a

‘18 17-33 Actually performmg dutles of ofﬁce construed

(a) For purposes of the Act, a person is deemed ¢ actually o

.perforrnmg the duties of an assessor” who actually exercises

the pnmary responsrbrhty for the day-to-day conduct of the -
assessor’s offrce and who normally and routmely performs

sases



sessed ‘val ues are based and, X

2 _ Revrews and determmes apphcatrons for tax exemp-" ; L

v,}.

o ~i't10n and tax deductro

governmg body and other mumcrpal offrcrals and

ty Board :of Taxatron and SRR

‘5. Represents the assessmg offrce and th taxmg drs- ¥

‘trrct at formal tax appeal' hearmgs

18 7= .4 Assessors to be appomted, not elec d PRI

o (a) Effectrve July 1, 1979 all mumcrpal tax: assessors shall ERT

e hold office by vrrtue ‘of appointment and not election. /Al RRE -
B mumcrpal tax assessors holding office as of such date shall - - :

continue in office. until their respective terms 'of office shall - ‘SUBCHAPTER 4 ASSESSOR DUTIES

expire ‘and until their successors are. appointed-in the man-
-18 17-4 1

7 ner provrded by law. The,‘v,v tenure  rights - of assessors ac-
o qulred prror to) July 1 1979 ‘are protected T

Amended by R. 1979 d 88 effectrve March 8, 1979
See 11 NJR 102(a), 11 N.JR 210(c) =

Statutory References

As 0 the requrrement for all tax assessors to be appomted see _‘

- NJSA. 40A9-146 etseq c NN

'18-17-3 5 Reappomtment of assessor servmg unhmlted
e v term S

o, In mumcrpahtles operatmg under forms of government;

L fwhere the assessor served .at the’ pleasure of the ,appointing See 17 NJ R 1870(a), 17 N.JR. 2679(a)
authority for an unhmlted term .of ofﬁce, recerpt of'aTax = T : .

~ Assessor Certificate’ ‘and continuance m ‘service as assessor

. after .completion of four ‘consecutive years of servrce ise

deemed the equrvalent of reappomtment

Statutory References

S As to the tax- assessors appomted at the pleasure of an authon
L n;NJSA. 54 1—3531 ’ N : :

see

thers mf’t‘he péffc}'rinén‘cef of 'an'df the »lfdllow."" o

3. Represents the assesv_,ng offrce to the pubhc, the:-_.,-v
N -":vassessor pre

4. Represents the assessmg offrce and the taxmg dis B
rrct to the County, Board.of Taxatron .and personally and
C drrectly reports to and recerves mstructron from the Coun— :

* » jNJ SA. 541-353.

e

Certrficate requlred for tenure ‘of ofﬁce
):No ssessor can acqurre ‘tenure of offrce under any

1. Makes appralsals of real property upon whlch as-' e of this State on or after July 1, 1969 unless such person

: holds a Tax Assessor Certrfrcate

7 (b) The rule stated in subsectron (a) of th1s sectlon does'._; L
' vnot affect any tenure of office »prevrously acqurred nor does” .
-it’in" any way affectthe ‘lin xprred term- of office of: any"_ R
1ously appomted orelected, nor make vord or ..
. change any provision of Title 11, Civil Servrce or:any of the .~~~ -
. provisions’ of any other tenure of office act,” “except. the -

. facqursrtron of tenure by an assessor subsequent to June 30 CRRE
1969 R . R

. Statutory Reference . S
As to the prerequlsrte to tenure of a- Tax Assessor Certrfrcate see ;,' L

Admnnstratlve and enforcement dutles and
procedures o ; I

v.\, Lo

No later than f1ve busmess days followmg a wntten-.i? 5

'request from the mumcrpal search official for the same, the -
assessor shall, on a form prescrrbed by the. Dlrector, notrfy S
- ‘the said ‘municipal tax-search. official of his intention to |
. place, or . the- existence of, an added omitted, -rollback or-
other assessment respectmg sub]ect property, setting forth - L
the ‘nature of the assessment and the exact lot and block *
‘ .desrgnatrons of the property to’ be affected by such addrtron-' SR
Cal assessment ; D

New' Rule, R 1985 d 563 effectrve November 4 1985(

Case Notes

Wh11e mumcrpal govermng body has. ultlmate authorrty over htxgatron R
% et files. Jand' /
Cs ‘complamts which it files'in Tax Court, such withdrawal not permitted in - = .
- ‘instant case- dite to undlsputed evidence of: disturbing insensitivity on" "
.-~ the part of the-governing body to"the integrity-of .the tax assessment
. system Clinton"Tp.:Citizen’s: Comnittee, Inc. v. Mayor and Council of - .-

entitled “to - withdraw, without . tax assessor consent, .-

Chnton Tp » 185 N.J. Super 343 448 A 2d 526 (Law Div: 1982)
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