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Authority 
N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.1, 54:3-14, 54:3-21.5, 54:4-8.47, 

54:4-23.21, 54:4-26 and 54:50--1. 

Source and Effective Date 
R.1998 d.421, effective July 21, 1998. 

See: 30 N.J.R. 1922(a), 30 N.J.R. 3066(b). 

, Chapter Expiration Date 
/ In accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.lc, Chapter 17, Assessor Quali-
fication Law, expires on January 17, 2004. See: 35 N.J.R. 4847(a). 

Historical Note 
Chapter 17, Assessor Qualification Law, was filed and effective prior 

to September 1, 1969. Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), 
Chapter 17 was readopted effective August 12, 1983, as R.1983 d.355. 
See: 15 N.J.R. 1082(a), 15 N.J.R. 1487(b). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 17 was readopt-
ed as R.1988 d.408, effective July 29, 1988. See: 20 N.J.R. 1066(a), 20 
N.J.R. 2319(a). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 17 expired on 
July 29, 1993. Chapter 17, Assessor Qualification Law, was adopted as 
new rules by R.1993 d.481, effective October 4, 1993. See: 25 N.J.R. 
2653(a), 25 N.J.R. 4604(b). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 17, Assessor 
Qualification Law, was readopted as R.1998 d.421, effective July 21, 
1998. See: Source and Effective Date. 
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SUBCHAPTER 1. EXAMINATIONS 

18:17-1.1 Examinations for Tax Assessor Certificate 

(a) After June 30, 1969, all applicants for a Tax Assessor 
Certificate must take and pass an examination which is 
given annually in March and September at times and places 
announced by the Director.1 

(b) The examinations for a Tax Assessor Certificate will 
be either written or oral, or both, and of such character as 
to fairly test and determine the qualifications, fitness and 
ability of the applicant to perform the duties of an assessor. 

( c) The examination will be weighed in the manner pre-
scribed by the Director, Division of Taxation. 2 

1 Prior to June 30, 1969, certificates could be issued without examina-
tion pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.28 which applied to persons perform-
ing the duties of an assessor, who satisfactorily completed approved 
training courses. This procedure is no longer available and all persons 
must take the examination described. 

2 Hereinafter referred to as "Director". 

Statutory References 
As to the general provisions concerning the examination for a Tax 

Assessor Certificate, se". N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.25. 

18:17-1.2 Application 

(a) All persons desiring to take the examinations must 
file an application at least thirty days prior to the announced 
date of the examination. 

(b) Applications for a Tax Assessor Certificate may be 
obtained from the Local Property and Public Utility Branch, 
Trenton, New Jersey. 

As amended, R.1979 d.88, effective March 8, 1979. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 102(a), 11 N.J.R. 210(c). 

18:17-1.3 Eligibility prerequisites 

(a) In order to be eligible for the Tax Assessor's examina-
tion, a person must meet the following requirements and 
submit proof of the same at the time the application is filed: 

1. Applicant must be a citizen of the United States; 

2. Applicant must be at least 21 years of age; 

3. Applicant must be of good moral character, good 
health, and free from disabling physical and mental de-
fects; 

' 4. Applicant must have obtained a certificate or diplo-
ma issued after at least four years of study in an approved 
secondary school, or have received an academic education 
considered and accepted by the New Jersey Commissioner 
of Education as fully equivalent; 

5. Applicant must have graduated from a four year 
course at a college of recognized standing, provided, 
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18:17-1.3 

however, in lieu of college an applicant may substitute 
full-time experience in real estate appraisal work or expe-
rience in property tax assessment work on a year-for-year 
basis. 

Statutory References 

As to eligibility requirements, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.25. 

18:17-1.4 Application notarization; fees 

(a) An application will not be considered unless it is 
signed by the applicant, notarized, and accompanied by a 
fee in the amount of $10.00 made payable to "The State 
Treasurer". 

(b) A successful applicant is required to pay a fee of 
$25,00 to the order of the State Treasurer in order to obtain 
a Tax Assessor Certificate. 

Statutory References 

As to the required application fee, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.25. 

As to required certificate fee, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.26. 

18:17-1.5 Review of examination procedures 

(a) The availability of examination reviews and instruc-
tions for requesting a review are to be announced by 
proctors at examination centers before each examination 
commences. 

(b) To be scheduled for an examination review unsuccess-
ful examinees must write to the Division of Taxation, Local 
Property and Public Utility Branch, West State and Willow 
Streets, Trenton, New Jersey 08646, setting forth several 
alternative dates and times which would be selected and the 
examinee will be advised of the appointment date and time. 

( c) Review of a particular examination will be granted 
only to those who were not successful in passing such 
examination. 

( d) All examination reviews will be conducted in the 
offices of the Local Property and Public Utility Branch 
offices in the Division of Taxation Building, West State and 
Willow Streets, Trentor,i., New Jersey 08646. 

( e) Requests for examination reviews must be made with-
in two months of the date which appears on the notice of 
the mailing of the examination results. 

(f) Examination reviews will be conducted by a represen-
tative or representatives of the Local Property and Public 
Utility Branch. No one other than representatives of the 
said branch and the person for whom the review is being 

· conducted (the unsuccessful examinee) shall be present at 
the examination review. 

(g) The examination review will consist of: 

Supp. 10-20-03 
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1. Informing the applicant of his grade and an expla-
nation of how the grade is calculated. 

2. Informing the applicant of the grade required for 
passage of the examination. 

3. Specifying the categories which the questions cov-
ered and informing the applicant how he fared, category 
by category. Questions are usually grouped in each 
examination by categories. 

4. Occasionally the reviewer may take up an individu-
al question and go over it specifically with the applicant. 
This practice however will be limited. 

(h) No applicant will be permitted to copy any questions 
or answers. 

(i) No applicant will be pbrmitted more than one review 
of a particular examination. 

R.1973 d.60, effective March 2, 1973. 
See: 5 N.J.R. 59(a), 5 N.J.R. 126(a). 
Amended by R.1979 d.88, effective March 8, 1979. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 102(a), 11 N.J.R. 210(c). 

18:17-1.6 (Reserved) 

SUBCHAPTER 2. CERTIFICATE 

18:17-2.1 Preservation of records 
The Director will preserve the applications, test papers 

and other work, except such as is returned to the applicant, 
and keep a record of the results of the examinations and the 
date of issuance of Tax Assessor Certificates, for a period of 
ten years after which such records may at the discretion of 
the Director, be destroyed. 

Statutory References 
As to the requirements that the Director preserve all applications 

and records, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.27. · 

18:17-2.2 Revocation or suspension of certificate; notice 
(a) The Director may revoke or suspend any Tax Asses-

sor Certificate for dishonest practices, or willful or inten-
tional failure, neglect or refusal to comply with the New 
Jersey Constitution and the laws made pursuant thereto 
relating to the assessment and collection of taxes, 9r other 
good cause. 

(b) Such suspension or revocation must be upon proper 
notice and after a formal hearing before the Director or 
person appointed by him. 

( c) Any person whose certificate is revoked will be re-
moved from office and will not be eligible to hold that office 
for a period of five years after such removal. 

17-2 
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.· . ·• Statutoryltefe~11ces ·· .· · ~tatutQry References · . 1. 

; . ' As tci revoCjltiOff o'r suspen~ion of Tai ~sessor Certificates, see 0 . : N.J.S.A. 54;1735.29 .. - .• . . . 

· - . ' 18:11..:2.3 ProcMU:re at hearings 

As to the requi~em~nt fcit ~li tax as~e~sors: to ha~e a, T~ ~sesscir ' 
Cettificl!te, in order. to be appointed, -re11ppointed or, _elected/ see 
N.J.S.A.5f:1-35J0: -: ' . J ' ' . ' .. l ',) .· .. ·•' 
"As to ihe requirement for all -tax' l!S&essors (o be appciirited; see 

. ( a) . At . a foqnal hearing: ' . 
.. • I - . : ) . , -. . :. 

• r l. _ All. evidenc~ will -tie' .thl<:en before a ·cotirt recorder; 
' .- •• • • • ' - ,• r. •• • 

2. ·. Tlie parties· ~ill noLbe _bound by col111lion law or 
· statufory rul~s of evidence; ·· · · · · 

3. . All testiiil,ony ' ha:vilig · reasonable proMtive • ·value.· .·· 
will be admitted, . but immat~rial, irrelevant : or unduly ' ,'. 
cumulative testimony J#~y be excluded; ,; 

4.. Ev~ry party will have'the rightto present his case· 
or defense . by· 9r,iti or documentary . ividenc~ to S\l_Q,mit. 

·. rebuttal •evidence and to conduct sucl;l cross~exrunihatfon ·· 
as may berequired for'. a full and true disclosure ofthe 
facts.·· · .· · · · · 

• N.l~A 40A:9-;,146 :t se9. · · · · 

18:17-"2.5 Certificate .necessiuy for jqipt municipal tax 
L . -

assess(>r 
' No perso~ is -eligible 'to hbldtlle offi~e 'ofJofu.t Municipal . 

Tiu!: Assessor unless ·sucb,_person holds a :Tax .Assessor .. 
Certificate. ' ''- : 

, St11tuiory R¢fere~s 
As,to:a Tax Assessor Certificat~ heiqg an eligibility reqtiiremerit'for 

th.e Office of. Joint Munjcipal' I~• Assessor; see N.J.S.A 54:1-35.3.3. -

18:l7~l.t;: through18:17-:i-:8·_ -(lles¢rved) 
. ' - ._ .·· ' . . , )" 

(b) After all parties: bee~- giye~ th~ opportUllity of · · , · 
· ·. - · · . · SUBCHM>TER 3. CONTINUANCiilN OFFICE presenting all the evidence in support of,the issues, the .. . .. - _: i .i . . 1 . 

Director will take the. matter under advisement and,reach a. I 

detenninationollthe°recotd· andfacts discfo~ed, · .. ' .. '·. _•·, 18;,17~3.l AJJpiicability; of)iilibc.~~pter ' 'i , , : ' . -

·· · ··. 'The: provisidns of this ~ribchapter apply {9 'every person 
(c) Upon :reaching a determination; the Pirecfor fill actually in -0!fice as an 'asieisof 9t;perfqrming the duties pf 

notify the assessor or his rep~~se11tativ7 byi maU of .the·; .an asse~sor whether in th,e· i::lassified service under Title U, 
determination made... . ... C1vil. Service; .. oi in ·a rnunicipaljty which has not adopted o·: 

1 
; -18:11-2.4 certificate necissary. tor appointme~t, 

Titl~ n, Civil S~rvice. - ' . ·.·. ·.·· ' ' - ' -~: .. 

. reappointment~ election or' re-election . ' ·.. ' Statutory Referegces . . . . . 
(a) After . J~l; l, 1971, no.·· person may bf· ap~ointed:, re-. · . _ As to:_the_ tax as$essois a~irtted(ai thir pl~~~ure of an. authority, see · 

appointed, elected or re~elected, as a tax assessor ·,ip: any •· · N:1.s:A:s4:1-3?.3l.' · · · · ·· - . · · ·· • · ··. · 
municipality in this.· State;· ullless . he holds -a' . Tai Assessor 
Certificate, provided,, however, if an I assessor has .· served : 18:l?r-3!2 General ~onditions for_ ten~ of ~ffice ' 

- continuously in office frolll fuiy 1, .!967 to the date of ( a) , A.ny i>erson])~s tenure iuidholds l,js position ,a~. tax 
reappointment 6r re~election, such certificate will not be assessor during good behavior and' efficiency, ,and is not•. ( 
r~quirecl. '. . ; : : ... . . -·. . •·- '. ·. ' i ' ' subject to remova>· eXGeptfol' good cause shown at a prqper 

-- . . - ·. - ( hearing before the DiI:ector nonvithstandµig ·the :fact th1;1t 
. · (b) In the\·case o(ac;andidat~ for ·elettiori as municipal ·. •· such person was efe.cte\:Lor' appointed-fona fixed tetin of 

trot assessor for a tenn c<>mmencing o~ orafterJ11ly 1, 1971; : , years,:if ~e: . ·· -·· ' , . -. - .·.· . . . , ,• · _· • -. . . ·.· _ 
except a candidate for re-eiecticm ,:who has __ serv~d co11tinu- ·. . . -

. ously in office fr!)m July l, 1961 to the dat~ designaied for · · L · · Holds a Trot::Assessor Certificate and serves four cir: 
_i inclusion. on ,the . ballot, the municipal Clerk jg predllded more cohs,ecutive years. ·as. a tax assessor. and is reappoint~' 

from certifying the nanie-efsuch person for inclusion cin the ed Qr re-eleeted; or .. \ . .J • - . 

ballot>as a,;caildidate unless there _is filed ~ith such'clerk :i;_ While•actually in·office as an assessor.or ~etf~rm-
proof thi;tt such person holds a valid Ta:x Assessor· Certifi- · · .. · .. ing the duties of an assessor received his 1certificate prior 
cate. , . . . . - . 1 - tc:i June-30, 1969·aiid-has served in oific~ 'four consecU:tiv{ · r. 

years'. prior to June'30,' 1969.--' . .: . . ·-
( cf Effectiye July 1, 1979,~P.Ll978; c.128, provideqlfat a 1 · ' • ., 

trot as,sessor 'shall b'e- appointed_ and_ n<>l electe,d. Te11ure ' ' 18:17-3.3. Actually j,~rforining duties of- office .construed 
rights previously acquired by elected tax assess.ors prior to '-- . -_ --. . . . . ; · · .· • .. ··' · , ._ . . " ·. 
July 1, 1979 are unaffected. . . . · , . . · . - · - (a) _F~r purposes_ of the Act, a person •~d~e~ed actu~Uy _ 

· ' ) · perfonmng the duties of an assessor" who actually exercises 
Amended by R.1979 d.88, effective March .8, 1979. the primary (esponsibility for ijie day~to-day conduct of the 
See: · B N.J.R.1O2(a), H N.J;R. 210(c); asses_sor's office and who n(>rl:nally and routinely performs f ' . . . . ' 

': 
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1·· .•.:iti;,:~mt?•tt~~.ofo)J ~~e(o~W 
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seised)valµ~s af~,based;' and, ( . . J.: . . 

. .·-•. 2. ~e~iews. ~d d;tetm~e~ a~plica~ions for-tax exemp-

. -tjon :and t~ deductiqn; .,and. .· J 
, ., _ (b). The riile·siateclinstibseaioh· ·(a) oftQis sec:tiori dqes 

n(){lrffecfany tenure of o:f:fjc~ previo:usly acquired, n.qr:does' 
_·. :,_· -·. ~- -. : ·_· R¢presents- die assessµig office: to the_·· puqlic,, the ... '.it·' in.· @Y : way lrffe:Ct' the •i)riexpitid:,terni · :0£ offic,e ()t:@y'. 
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. .·· . ·. . \. . . . . . _ , , . . . . . . . · ; - ·_. . change ariy prbvisio11. of 'Title Ji~ (;iyil. .S~rvice or ,any of the· . · .· .. 
. . 4; ~~presents th~ assessing_ office ancl .. the,Aaxing .dis~ · prcivision~ of _any: other ·tenure qf off,i~ acf, . except thi . : 
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.... ~:~t;ii~~¥f,~,~ Statutory;Ret'e~ri.Js·' __ N.~t. ~J~~Jl~if \t_0 . ~en~f of _ i.'.1'.f 'Ass~ssor Certjficate'. __ 

. · t8:.~1;:;a~4 •:~sessors t<> bfappointecl~ not ele~~d< 
. . (a} Effe~tiytf.l"ulf 1,1979;:·iµl nrn,~icipal _ta:x;.'.as$essors -shall . · . _ ( 

---t:dftet:t::~~:·:~rat~=!~af ·t;!;J:c!ttt::~~~•--,_: 
.• coptinue in office-.µp.tii their res.pec#ve, terms iqf offic.e :~lialF ' SU13CH,J\PTE1t 4 ... iss~ss()R;;J)~:TIES 
e~ire and· _11ntil ~eir successors _aj"~• appointed/in tl1,e.~an- . 

· ner provided by law. The, tenure rights _:of assessors ac-
quired prior to Ju_ly 1, _1979 'are \protec.ted. · , · - , 

18:174.1/!!i:!:tr~~ti~ei~nd. e~f~r~em~nt d~tles, ~d, •. _·_ .. ' 
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. . statutj)ry IJ.eferen¢es :'thff s!\id. iµlio(cipal .. tax search o~ciaF of hi~ intention. to 
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