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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

GOVERNOR PHIL MURPHY

GOVERNOR MURPHY SIGNS EXECUTIVE ORDER TO CLOSE

STATE LANDS TO 2018 BEAR HUNT
TRENTON – Governor Phil Murphy today signed an Executive Order directing the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) to close all public lands under the Department’s jurisdiction to bear hunting for the 2018 season.
This includes all State forests, State parks, State recreation areas, State historic sites, State Wildlife Management
Areas and State natural areas.

“Today, I am fulfilling my commitment to stop the bear hunt to the greatest extent of my authority by ordering the
Department of Environmental Protection to prevent bear hunting on all public lands under the DEP’s jurisdiction
during the 2018 season,” said Governor Phil Murphy. “I am also calling on the Legislature to take action on this
critical issue. My first concern has always been public safety and before we authorize another hunt, we should
review all non-lethal options.”

Prior to this action, Governor Murphy directed the Department of Environmental Protection to review the available
science and consult with the New Jersey Fish and Game Council to determine if the state should pursue changes to
the regulations authorizing the bear hunt. The implementation of this executive order represents the fullest extent of
the Governor’s legal power to unilaterally limit the bear hunt.

The New Jersey Fish and Game Council authorized bear hunts through 2021 under its regulatory authority.

The Council is independent from the Office of the Governor and the Department of Environmental Protection and is
primarily composed of sportsmen and farmers. The Council has the sole authority to authorize a bear hunting
season in New Jersey. Pursuant to a New Jersey Supreme Court decision in 2005 and other related court
decisions, if the Council recommends a bear hunt and properly adopts regulations implementing a hunt, the
Governor does not have the ability to unilaterally cancel it. In order for the hunt to be stopped, either the Legislature
must act or the Council must adopt new regulations that do not include provisions for the hunt. The Council has
authorized and held a bear hunt for the past eight years.

“Governor Murphy’s actions today will stop the bear hunt on state-owned lands. This is the first real step we’ve had
in a long time to limit the unnecessary bear hunt. The Christie Administration was more concerned with how many
bears were killed than having a real management plan. We believe that today’s action by the Governor is an
important step in the right direction and will reduce the number of bear mortalities. We still need a full moratorium on
the bear hunt this year and in future years. Just as important, we need a real bear management program that deals
with education, garbage, protecting habitats and other facets of bear interactions,” said Jeff Tittel, Director of the
New Jersey Sierra Club. “We hope this is the beginning of the process to reform the Division of Fish and Wildlife
and pass legislation to educate the public on bears and bring wildlife management into the 21st century. We will
continue to work towards a complete ban on bear hunting in New Jersey.”

Copy of Executive Order #34 (https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-
3A__t.e2ma.net_click_7mbkx_nrddit_reizpf&d=DwMFaQ&c=4BTEw-
1msHjOY4ITcFLmDM6JB8x6ZgbU2J24IH0HZLU&r=xF3DPDNEH8rwpTwktOjb4MHQ0EgF6v3M0zt3hszQvyU&m=Hk-
JlvEm14wdKcEmrYVzMBWJxd_DVhtpzvKP3pSgDfc&s=13Jgyr-rUChj4WK2joxTXdPt4h_edslNemJks57MD2g&e=)
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