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Cover art
September is Suicide Prevention Month. 
New Jersey has several peer-to-peer pro-
grams. From the New Jersey Department 
of Military and Veterans Affairs – Vet2Vet 
(1-866-838-7654) – a hotline manned by for-
mer military members to the Military Crisis 
Line (800-273-8255) for 24/7 crisis support 
and finally, the New Jersey Hopeline (855-
654-6735) a statewide suicide prevention 
hotline. (U.S. Air National Guard artwork 
by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht/Released)

Lt. Gov. Guadagno congratulates 100 ChalleNGe grads
By Master Sgt. David Moore, Joint Force Headquarters Public Affairs

Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno congratulates the cadets of Class 42 during the New Jersey National 
Guard Youth Challenge Program graduation ceremony at the War Memorial in Trenton Sept. 
15, 2015. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Nick Young/Released)

The state’s first Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Guadagno congratulated 100 high 
school graduates who pursued their diplo-
ma through New Jersey National Guard 
Youth Challenge Program.

In the Tuesday evening graduation 
ceremony held at the state’s historic War 
Memorial in Trenton, the 42nd class com-
pleted the 22-week long program that fo-
cused on hard work and life-skills train-
ing to successfully pass the high school 
equivalency test.

The lieutenant governor thanked the 
parents, family and friends attending the 
event and said the cadets had worked 
hard. But she quickly turned her speech to 
the cadets, about accepting the challenges 
to reach individual goals.

Besides being the first lieutenant gov-
ernor, Guadagno was also the first woman 
Monmouth County Sheriff and was often 
told she did not look like a sheriff. She 
pointed to her pink attire and said. “I was 
challenged. They told me if I became 
sheriff I couldn’t wear pink because a 
sheriff doesn’t wear pink,” she said.

The education the cadets received in 
completing this program is an indication 
that they could be successful doing any-
thing. She added that the cadets should 
always use a pencil when challenged in 
attaining future goals.

“Use the eraser and make a change, 
but do not lose focus of the goal,” Guad-

agno said. “Remember pink and the pen-
cil.”

Besides attending academic classes 
and physical fitness training, the cadets 
also worked on community service proj-
ects. Guadagno recommended that they 
continue their service to others. “Serve 
something great than you,” she added.

Prior to the cadets entering the pro-

The cadets of Class 42 applaud at the end of the ChalleNGe graduation ceremony. (U.S. Army 
National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Nick Young/Released)

gram, they were considered as at risk 
teenagers. Leaders at the ceremony said 
the cadets will return home as better sons 
or daughters. While the program has four 
phases, the new graduates will enter the 
final phase and continue to be mentored 
for the next 12-months. Some of the grad-
uates will be seeking employment, oth-
ers will go on to community college and 
some of them will enter the military.

Brig. Gen. Michael Cuniff, the Adju-
tant General of the New Jersey National 
Guard, said the cadets have paved their 
way for future successes.

“Taking on this challenge, you have 
proven something great. You proved that 
when you set your mind to do something 
you will succeed,” he said.
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2016-2017 annual training defined

Veterans survey
Avalon Health Economics, along with Rutgers University and the New 

Jersey Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services, are working to-
gether on a grant project regarding issues of mental and substance abuse 
among New Jersey veterans.

This is a very important survey, the results of which will be used to 
assess the needs of New Jersey’s veterans and to help allocate resources 
going forward. To help collect the data necessary to complete this needs 
assessment, together with Edge Research we have created an online, web-
based survey at:

http://dimensions.edgeresearch.com/e.asp?p=AHE1501&S=C
The survey should take approximately 20-30 minutes. As a thank you 

for taking this important survey, we will send you $25 within four weeks of 
completing the survey. All responses will be held in the strictest of confi-
dence, in accordance with the approvals set forth by the Rutgers University 
Institutional Review Board (IRB).

At the end of the survey, we will ask for your contact information only 
so we know where to send your $25. Again, your individual responses will 
be kept completely confidential.

The Chief of Staff-Army and the 
New Jersey Joint Force Headquar-
ters staff directors and section offi-
cers present the New Jersey Army 
National Guard training year’s 2016 
and 2017 Command Readiness 
Guidance and Unit Training Plan to 
the NJARNG’s major subordinate 
commands at the Homeland Secu-
rity Center for Excellence in Law-
renceville, N.J., Sept. 9, 2015. (U.S. 
Air National Guard photo by Master 
Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)
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Benefits seminar
Bergen County American 

Legion will sponsor a Veteran’s 
Benefit Seminar Sept. 19, from 
9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

There will be speakers from 
the Veterans Administration, 
N.J. Department of Military And 
Veterans Affairs, Bergen County 
Veterans Affairs, American Le-
gion, Department of N.J. Em-
ployment and Education Com-
mittee, as well as other groups.

The seminar will be held at 
Elmwood Park American Le-
gion Post 147, 1 Legion Place, 
Elmwood Park, NJ 07407. Be-
cause of limited seating, pre-
registration is required please 
go to: http://bcnjal.org/vbs2015/

There will be a second semi-
nar Nov. 7, from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
at the Toms River American Le-
gion Post 129, 2025 Church Road, 
Toms River, NJ 08753. Please 
indicate when you register which 
session you’d like to attend.

Joseph Brandspie-
gel, left, CEO, New 
Jersey Veterans 
Memorial Home at 
Menlo Park,  and 
retired Col. Samuel 
Fuoco, President, 
Association of the 
United States Army 
Monmouth Chap-
ter, participate in 
an out-reach pro-
gram for the Home 
at the Veterans 
Health and Well-
ness Expo Sept. 
12, 2015. The event 
was held at Centra 
State Medical Cen-
ter, Freehold, N.J.  
The event included 
breakout sessions, 
free health screen-
ing, displays and 
information for 
veterans, military 
service members 
and their families. 
(Courtesy photo)

Memorial Home conducts outreach
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Oct. 3
NJ Vietnam Era Museum & 
Educational Center’s 4th 

Annual Car Show
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

NJ Vietnam Era Museum & 
Educational Museum, GSP 
Exit 116, Holmdel, NJ 07733

Veterans Outreach
Campaign

Oct. 6 – 8 
Veterans Outreach

10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Moorestown Mall

medal ceremony Oct. 6 
at 11 a.m., (Lord & Taylor 

Court)
400 Route 38,

Moorestown, NJ, 08057


