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ADDRESS. o

GENTLEMEN! . -

Far the B PUrpags of st 11)11\1)111« a pveceduxt on such occa-
stons, I have’ eoncluded to 'uhhus you in retiring from the
“oitice ot President of this Society.

- Prartly fromrthe fact that during —the past year we huv

—-l;cen—inumzlafln(r_an epaeh.inithe muh calhistors of At].mtl(.

—. whose forms are vmhhmu‘ from the chambers of memory
and whose voices are TnTshed into everlasting silence. In
— awder to do.so, we are obliged to antedate the history of the

) County, thus forming a (,onn(,ctmtr linlk bctwcen tlu, past

and the futiire, and ps U‘t]_} from mf,-:pels()ml love of historic
rescarch, I have chosen to take a.retrospective view, and- .
T aTaieE et mudic: ~fraternity -who. have. pre,cedul‘u&,

connty 1t<LH, as, plevmus]) ‘to 1837, our territory consti-
tuted the eastern portion of Gloucester County, and might
with greater propriety be accounted ¢ as belonging thereunto,
still, with the territory, we claim those who have developul
itns a part “of our nioiety.

Tt is exceedingly difticult to obtain bold. and distinet
outlines of very many of our predecessors, their forms and
appearances; the lives they lived; the labors which they
performed ; and the several relations which they sustained
to society, and to the regular profession of medicine. All
these have hegn engraven only upon the perishable tablets
of memory; and there are at present but few of these that
have not crumbled to dust; whilst over those that remain,

the pillar of cloud that gathers with the evening-tide of life,

casts its sombre shadows. Tlirough these mists and fogs led
on by various traditions we are therefore compclled to

wend our way backward, finding here a name, there a few.
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dates, or a reminiseence—in fact, a mere valley of bones, “so

very dry” we are "disposed to question as to whether they

may ever live again. -

Lying contignous to the earlicr settled countiés of Cape
Md_y and Cumben].md on our southern border, the physi- -
ciians of_these counties have ridden over this territory from
the carliest colonial times. “In Junuary, 1775,” says Dr.
Wickes, in his ¢Iistory of New Jersey Medicine,” “ Dr.
Ebenezer Elmer, of Bridgeton, and Lewis Tlowel, a fellow-
student, made a tour to Great Egg ITarbor to IIIOCU]ML for
smallpox, and in March they went there again, being ab-
sent several weeks.” . A Dr. Drake, who livedsin C‘ulpc May

- Lnllnf). I have bLeen dinformed, made frequent mcum(ms

—..throughout this sparsely settled region. . " p
lucuARD COLLINL, as faias T am qblo to discoyer, was the

pinneur )es deiit physician 1n what is now knowh &8 Atlantic

~ County. Ile was a native of Irgland, and his emigration tos

7 this country must. have been as early as 1lbo. ITe was mar-

PPTOTTo-HIS eoT e b=t htHt=e eave=-=
his wife at home until sucli*times as he mu]d nmke pro-
vision for her comfort. Once here, he purchased a tract of
land in Galloway township, and settled; the location has
since. heen known as Collins” Mills. IIis wife was then sent
for to share with him the fortunes of the New World; but,
alas! no tidings came. After repeated efforts to communi-

cate with her had failed, supposing her to be dead, Lie was
married to a Miss anhn, of Punmblv'mm a lady said to
have been either of Welsh or Swedish descent. This occur-
rence did not, however, bring the doctor unalloyed happi-
ness, as he soon afterward le'u'nul that his earlier choice

was still living, the,mother of a daughter, the fruit of their
union; and the circumstances were 1cudexed still more pain-
ful from the fact that the child was hopdcm]) blind.

The doctor made what reparation he could. IIe sent fér
them, and ever afterward providéd for their comfort. T
daughter (Elizabeth) grew to womaunhood and married Jo
ITolmes, and subsequently Christoplier Ludlum, both of G
Miy County.and her posterity has ever been included amo
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marriage he had thnce sons and two danghters. The cldest,
Jolin Collins, was born November 1, 1109, and became the
apostle of Methodism through the \Torthwestcx n Territory,
or what is mow known as Ohm——bemcr the founder of that
seet in the city of Ciucinnati, in D.l_ytou, and in many ad-
Jjacent places. IIis sccond son, Levi, was born in' 1772, and
died of typhus in 1813, and has numerous posterity through-
out the county; as has also- Matthew, the youngest son.
The latter was the collector of customs for the District of
Great Ege Iarbor from 1807 to 1809.

Dr. Collins’s religious proclivities were Roman Catholic.

A copy of the Douay Version of the Scriptures has been. -
transmitted to his grandson, Daniel L. Collins. Settling as.

he did in the midst of Quakers, e assumed their mode of .-

dress and speech. Speaking of his sons, he was wont to-say,

“that be lad raised one Methodist, one Quaker, and one

,Umvor alist;  but that one of these days he wou]d take a
short cut, zmd beat the whole of them to heaven.,” It would

wgEEmsshoawveversfrom-the -life of-the Reve-Jolim- Colims thmt- v

the doctor, after a tour through Catholicism and Qualerism
ended in Methodism. After being some time in the West,
the said divine became solicitous for the spiritual welfare of
his father and came home on a religious mission, ¢ Ile
talked much of religion, and prayed with the family. Some
~days after his return, his father observed to him, ¢ Joln, we
are all glad to see thee; but Idon’t like thy religion.” This
“was unexpected, and greatly depressed him. After some re-
flection lie resolved to spend the whole of the eusuing night
in prayer for Lis father. Accordingly, at nightfall after
supper, hie retired to the barn, that he might not be inter-
rupted. Ilerc he engaged in fervent prayer until near ten
o’clock. Some one knocked at the barn door; but he made
no answer. In a short.time another messenger came, and
opening the door discovered him. This messenger was his
gister, who had expericnced 1eh<rlon, and who mtm‘med him
that he bad been sought for in his room, at his brother’s

near by, and at other places, and that he was supposed to
be in the barn. She told him that their father was suflering
the greatest mental agony, and wished to see him: With
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joyful heart Mr. Collins hurried to the room of his father,
and, embracing him, wept-and prayed-with him. The strug-
@le continuea until near daylight, when deliverance came.
s father was filled with peace, with joy, and trinmph.””!
Not long before the doctor’s death he invited home all lnq

- accessible clnldl‘en and rrmmlclnldlen. Andrew Scull, Sr.,

one of the latter, then .ured .Umut ten years, says of him,
that “he had provaucd tmmense quantities of bread and
honey for the childien;” and he remembers him as alternately
laughing to,sec theni make way with it, and weeping be-
‘cause that in all probability he should see their faces no
more.- Even though great age burdened the pioncer, his
form was erect, ‘md ln»; step was quick and eclastic. One of
his daughters married and lived at Upper English Creek.
One#lay-,m the yemr-1800, whilst the two- eldest—som were
in the woods, where a slave was chopping, a tree fell upon
one of them, and his femur was broken. A messenger was
at once dispatched for Grandfather Collins, then the ne‘ucﬂt
doctor, a distance of forty-four miles to and fro. The weari-
‘ness.of waiting was enhanced: by the messenger stopping,

. When about -halt-way there, and spending the m«rht thh lns

' 1‘1(1) ‘love before proceeding to his destination.

‘Dr. Collins died in 1808, and was buried on his ﬁu m at
(_,ollms Mills. - .
 Contemporary with the latter years of Dr. Collins was
Dr. Ezra Baxer, originally from Saybrook, Conn.  IHe first:
came to Tuckerton, Burlington County. Dr. Wickes says
he “was the most ancient physician of Tuckerton, We find
neither record nor'memoir of him any further than that he
married the sister of Ebenédzer Tucker, who has the credit of
giving the name to the town in wlnch Dr. Baker exercised
his skill inn the art of healing.”. '%Jé‘(loctor also married a
second sister of Judge Tucker, by*®%hom he had ‘three sons
and a daughter. In about 1799 he cafii¢ into this county,
and established himself in Absecon. Two of lis sons be-
came pmctitioner ~ The cldesty Reuben, was a surgeon in
theon.wy in the War of 1812, and Eazra, Jx located at Som-
ers’ Point.  Dr. Ezra Baker, Sr., then ent.ered the political

1 Life of Jobh Collins.
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field ; represented the district in Con«vlcqs, and wi 1S aftLr
ward appointad eollee tov of customs for the District of Great

oo Harbor Sceptember 24, 1813, and Leld the office until
1817. During his term of service the archivey sharved the
fate of the city of Washington in 1814, and aletter from the
Secretary of the FlC.lHlll‘_) is still extant giving him instruc-
tions how to proceed in the emergency. It is said that the
father secured for the third son an appointment at the :Acud-

emy at West Point, but that the scamp was (.\p(,ll(,d in dlb- n

grace, and ever afterward followed a seafuring life.
In-1818 the three Drs; Baker moved west iirto what was
called at that time the ¢ Wabash -Country,” aid engaged in
culture of castor benn, and supplied, it is said, Lhe entire
New Orleans market. The business was-very remunerative, ..
and-tire paeties becamé quite afluent in circumstances.
The father and sons are said to have borne a striking re-

semblance to each other.  In 1858 the writer saw Dr. Bzra -,

Baker, Jr., at Somers’ Point, then an old man, yet a man ot-
noble bearing, hale and portly, and who would weigh at least
two hundred pounds. Ile visited the elderly people along )
the entire shore after an abscence of forty years; and dicd
shortly after hie reached his home in the West.  ©

TuoxMas RENARD also practised in Absecon in the Idttbl"

part of the cighteentlr century. Ile was a native of Eng-
land, and = man of talent and great wealth. Leaving no
heivs-at-law in this country, his fortune at his death wus
returned to his native country. '
Somewhere near the year 1800 Dr. Ernraim Sawyer lo-
cated in Absecon.  Ile remained but a short time, and then
removed to Burlington County.  Murs, Leah Blackman, in
Lier - History of Little Ege Larbor Township,” says of him,
that he “was o native ot Connecticut, from where he emi-
grated to Absecon, N. J., and from thence to Tuckerton,
where he ended his days. Ile was a skilful physician, aud
commanded the respect, confidenee, and patronage -of” the
people of the place inwhich he was located.  ITe was o man
of sound principle, & gentleman in hig deportuient, and was
also considered o very handsome man, having an agreeable
counntenance, handsome features, beantiful black cyes, and o
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kead of hair whose ringlets could not he exeelled.  Tlis wife
was Sabra Churcel, of Connecticut.  She was a very amiable
lady, and had the love and respect of all who knew her”
The doctor had eleven children, whose sevgral generations
are traced by the authoress above quoted.!

Succeeding Drs. Renard and Sawyer were Drs. Livr
Roverrs 1n 1862, and in 1807 Tuoaas W. Prex. In 1813
there was an epidemice typhus of a most malignant charae-
ter that spread over the castern portion of (x]()LlLCﬁf(.l‘ in the
treatment of which- Dr. Rodgers, but more espeeially Dr.~,
Peck, won laurels.  These physicians are held in the highest
estimation by the aged of to-dny. T know not the dates when
they rested from their Inbors.

On & bright May morning in 1819 Dr. JoxaTman PPrrsey
rode into Absecon on horseback, and for the space of fifty
years thereafter he was probably the most influential phy-
sician of the county. Ile was the son of Shubal and Jane
‘Pitney, and was born in Mendham, Morris County, N. J.,
October 29, 1797.  Dossibly I can do no better juqticv to his
memory than to quote from a Aemoriam, published i a loc il
paper at the time of his death,

« After enjoying such advantages for cdudation as his
home afforded, he turnad his aim to the ploicwi(‘)n of medi-
¢ine. 1le studied medicine in New York, Attcmhnw lectures-
in the medical school of Colnmbia College, where the late
Dr. Valentine Mott was their professor, anrl also studying
in the office of Dr. Woodrutt,  After graduating he spclrt
two years in the hospital on Staten Island.  Ile practised o
short time in and around his native place, and about the
year 1819 came down to the shore and loeated in Absceon.
ITere'hie entered npon a practice extensive and arduous. Not,
only was he called trom one Ege TTarbor River to the other,
but oftentimes were his services required in the regiond be-
yound. e was a skilful and most suecessful physician, and
one who was greatly beloved by his patients. In or about
the year 1848 he was nominated by the Democratie party,
of which™he was a lifelong advocate, as Representative from

T

! Mrs. Blackman inform's me further, that Dr, Sawyer was a descendant,
of Miles Standish of the Plymounth Colony, and that he was born in 15774,
and died in 1829, :
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the First Cnnolesqlmm] District. IIe ﬂuled of c]ectmn hoy-
ever;-and among the canses t]us failure was the reluctance

of the people of the connty to part with his services. Many _

voted against him snnp]y because they would rather have
him at h(\)me asa ph.) sician than at Washington as a legis-
,Iatm' 3 : .

“IIe had much to do with the divigion of the county in
1837; and in 1844 he was :he delegate of Atlantic Connty
in the Constitutional Convention. In all the deliberations
of this body; he exerted an important influence, serving upon
the Committee on the Executive Department with Messrs.
ITornblower, Kennedy, Parsons, and Reyerson. Ile was one
of the originators of the Camden and Atlautic Railroid,
\vm-l\nw wnth all his power for its. suceesstul completion.
Inall 1rs affuirs, including the dcve]npmult of Atlantic City,
he took a deep interest, and wi as a Director from the hr
clection until his death.’ .

“In 1835, he endeavored to awaken the attention of Con-
gress to the pressing need of u light-liouse on this beach,
_submitting plans for light, which were original with Lim-
~ self, but wlnch are now known as the “Fresnel Light.” DBut
. it was not until the completlon of the railroad th.tt the light-
house was built, 7

“Dr. Pitney wis a pr‘omix»lent. man in al]’tlfo interests of

the countyi. .Ilis p]uns for its ngricultural and material de-
vclopm(,nl: were wide and farseéing. e took a warm in-
terest i éducation, and bad been fnr many years trustee of
his school district. The cause of religion found in him ever
a prompt and liberal supporter. Ilis doors ever stood apen to
. the minister of the Gospel. As a man, he was benevolent
and kind, hospitable and social. Ale was possessed of in-
(1onnt1l)]e will and energy, acuteness of intellect, and origin-
_.L]It.) and depth of thought. Iis knowledge was wide md
extensive in various branches of science, .1lt]10uuh medicine
was his-favorite study, which never lost attraction while
life Jasted. “Tu all the reeent advances in the theory or prac-
tice of medicine he was well versed. :

«For two years past, declining health confined him to his
house, and after the gradual decline of consumption, he died

’ ’

4 ."
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on Saturday morning, August 7, 1869, in his sevcnt_)"sccond
yeiir, leaving a widow and two sons.  The funeral services,
which were held in the Presbyterian chureh, were attended
by a large crowd of the residents of the county, who thus
showed’ their ruspc(.t aud-esteem for one whose life had been
spent in their service, aud whose name for fifty years had
been honored and beloved.”
- Dr. Pitney’s method of diagnosis was chiefly by fuspection.
“Having studied medicine prior to the days of auscultation
and percuggfon, he placed but little reliance upon thém, but
every tegflire or expression that appealed to the eye had its
signifighnce with him, and he rarely gave it a wrong “inter-
=~ pre Ation. Those of us who knew him remember the inces-
*=sunt jog of his horses thiough sand and mud—up hill and
down alike; one horse, as the doctor was wont to remavlk,
¢+ “avilling to'do all the work, and the other just as willing
\ that he should.” E
v The doctor, occupying for so many years such an exten-
-sive domain, regarded with r: ather LJGd]()US eye any encroach-
nients upon lns territory. This of course made him rather
exclusive of other physicians. who-might trespass thereon.
His hatred of 'quackery or, any scmb]ﬂnu, thereot was. in- -
t(,nse, and somctimes his expiressions -against it were more
e\pu.aswe than polite. - Ile was his own Code of Kthics.
At the instigation of Dr. Pitney, whose practice was very
: cxtenblve ’\IAHLU\I CaNFIELD was induced to come in 1824
T and share his practice. Dr, Canfield was a native of Sucka-
sunny, Morris County, N. J., and a nephew of Gov. Mahlon
Dickerson.  About the year 1826 he married Miss Caroline
Seward, a sister of ex-Seeretary William I Seward. This
marriagé gave great offence to her father; who regarded her
husb.tnd as a furtune sceleer; and the aversion was never
tfully overcome. A rupture occeurring between Drs. Pitney
and Canticld, the latter, in about 1827, located at Swith’s
Landing at James English’s.  After the lapse df about two
years he removed. to B.wgmnm)wu, where he held the oftice
of Collector of the Port. ITis wite acted as deputy during
his absence on professional duties, and she is said to ]1..LV(..
dlqplu_) ed much more business tact than her hushand. '\,

e

(
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- January 5, 1839, Mrs. Canfield died ()f qunm_y, and ﬂle

loss ivas 4n irreparable one for the doctor. She was'a woman

of rare ll)l]]f} and of unfrelenting devotion to her hushand.
It, however, 111‘0\’0(1 the means of a p'u-tvﬂ l'ecogclll.Ltl(u]
with lLer family, The issue of this union consisted of two

sons and three daughters. Two lic buried-i An Zion church-

yard at L‘u'lr'untown. One son (Antrustus) was appointed
Minister to II(mtr Kong. DBut all are now dead sava one,
Caroline. Almut a year after the death of his wife, the
doctor movcd to May’s Landing, and shortly afterw: ud mar-
ried a Miss I‘enu]opo Tincoln ot Boston, whose aristocratic
notions overcame lier attachment: for her ]u.:.sb_and. “The
Pines” presented to her rather a dreary aspect, and, like
Lot’s wife, shie turned back, “and let the doctor pursue his
pilgrimage: alone.”” IIe subsequently returned to his native
county, and engaged with his uncle Governor Dickerson in
the mining busmess, and died in the po«:»ewon ot an abun-
d.mce of e‘uth].) treasure.

i

Contemporary “with meﬁel(l was Dr. Lewis 8. Somk n-'

The suh;e(,t of - this sketch was the son of Johu and Rachel
Somers. Ile was born at Somers’ Point June 14, 1810. In
1828 he was l.nldcbd under the instruction of Pl‘()f. Sanruel
Jackson of l’hildddphia, and graduated in medicine at tlie
University of Pennsylvania in 1831 It was requisite, at
that time, in order to practise medicine in the State of New
Jersey, ﬂmt the applicant, no matter what were his qualifi-
cations, should first pass the State board of examiners. - In
f'omplmnce with this Medo-Persian law, the doctor was duly
licensed in the year 1832, and at once commenced the prac-
tice of his profession in his native place. -In 1833 he mar-
ried Miss Margaretta Hood of Philadelphia, by whom he

had several ¢hildren. By several considerations whicli it is.

unnecessary to detail lneﬂ{ -as induced to leave a large prue-
tice and numerous friends, and removed to Plll]’[d@]l)]lhb in
1839. Iere he rapidly grew into favor and acquired an ex-
tensive practice. Ile ever manifested the deepest eoncern
for the welfare of his native place andkept Ilimqu?' informed
in regard to the numerous families who had been his patrons..

Dr. Somers died April 30, 1869, and was buried in Laurel

.
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TEU Cemetery, Philadelphie.  IIis wife and five ehildren
survive him. Ile was a consistent member of the Preshy-
terian Chureh and a man of the strictest intogrity.. OF Lim
it-could with truth be said—that which is the most ﬂmt can
be said-of anyg man—¢ he was a Christian gentleman.’

~Suceeeding Dr. LOW]S S. ‘Somers was Joarpu AXNDERSON

Stour. IIe was the son of Benjamin and Grace Stout of

Attlehorough, Bucks County, Pa. (now called Langhorn).
IIeire lic tvas born in 1807. IIe studied medicine under Dr.
Boil, and graduated in New York in 1831. IIe commenced
the practice of 'medicine in Berlin, N. J. "Ilis eminent suc-
cess caused his practice to -extend over a very ]‘u'ne scope of
territory, including Winslow, Waterford, J‘Ld\son,.md the
surrounding commy Al)out the year 1838 he canie te
Tuackalioe, nnd in 1839 aarried Miss M. 8 Gouhe) of that

~ place. Dr. Somers removingto Philadelphia left a vacancy

along the shore. Dr. Stout availed himself of the privilege
of filling it, and at once removed to Somers’ Point.  Ieré

he remained until the time of his death, April 11,1848.- Ilc

was buried in Zion churchyard at Bargaintown. Ie had
“four sons; only one lives, and_ bears his t.xther s name. Ilis
widow, a sister of IHon. John Godfrey of this county, subse-
quently married a Mr, Ogden, and is still living, Dr. Stout

~ was a believer in the doctrine of ,universal salvation, and

died in that faith. Ilis loss was regarded as 4 public¢
ity, as the popular tcstunony is Lu‘uel_y in l”b favor as a
skilful physu,mn. ’

Dr. Tpuramnt Beg, son of Thomas Lmd Rebecca Bee, of
TUnion Cross Roads, was a naval surueon » During a period
of inactivity forabout two yewrs, h'om 1846 to 1848, he had
& leave of absence, and located in Bakersville at Dandel
Baker’s, Jsq. At the end of that time he was called upon
duty, and went to California in 1849, On the homeward
. passage, on board the flagship Falmouth, he diced of yellow
fever,:and was buried at sea.

Tlu, true successor of Dr. Stout was a native of Blue
Anchor, Joix J. JLbSUl’, a graduate of Jefferson Medieal

(m]lcgc in 1848. In 1849 he' 10(,.1ted at Somers’ Point. Dur--

i”g his medical career an Ol)idcxni(; (lysentcpy made IHI.'VO(‘E"

\
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with the people of the village wherein he was ]ocxtcd, and
puerperal fever carried oft' o number®of females. These in-
oppiortune maladies, so fatal at all times, caused our young.
physician to lose prestige. A deformity in.one of his hands
reudered him incapable of operating in obstetrical and sur-
gical cases. The ankxieties, labors, and mental depressions
incident to the profeesion, and his apparent lack of success,
soon completely broke down his licalth, that was never fair
from thé beginning. In 1852, pmstmted by phthisis, hc
was taken home, where he short]g afterward died, Ile w
a young man of excellent character, and greatly beloved by
all who kuew him.  There was a striking inconsistency be--
tween his phy sical and his mental ang mnn] powers—the
former feeble to the e\ctleme, the 1(1tte stlouw, active, and
pure. . : "

br. —— Bnoons son of Jomthan Bmoks of Brldae.\ton
located in the village of Leedsvﬂ]e. He stayed there a short
period, and ‘was rreneml]) well Teceiveds; ‘but Leing thrown
from his earriage Le was cr 1131__)}ed,_¢uu1 xfhmilgh his father’s
persuasions, who was a man of wealth; he was constrained -
to abandon the practice of medicine. : Tle'died soon after
Jeaving the vicinity. Ileissaid to have been a jovial fellow,
with an inexhaustible sapply of wit and humor. -~

The Drs. Fisler were natives of what is now called Clay-
ton, then known as Fislerville. » . “ 9 B
" Jacos TiSTER located in May’s Landing, and remained
there for about six months. IIe then gave place to his cou-
sin, Lorexzo Frster.  This gentleman had previously prac-
tised medicine at Port Elizabeth. It was in the carly days of |
Methodism in this county, and the doctor served the people
in the-double capacity of doctor and preacher very accept-
ably, IIe boarded for two years (1814-16) with Col. Wes-
cott, and then moved to-Camden, N. J. IIe was somewhat
of a literary turn of mipd, and published articles on medical
subjects, notably onc on searlet fever. IIis name is held in
veneration by-the people as a man of mental and moral at-
tainments, . o '

Dr. Fisler was succeeded. by Jonn Bunp, who came from
near Woodbury, in-about the year 1816, and lived in what
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was known as the Noreross ITouse. Ile is remembered as &
~ tall, slender, dark:complexioned man, and as being quite a
pedestlmn——whether from necessity or not I cannot tell,
but the supposition is in the affirmative,as T have been cred-

ibly informed that he would walk to Estellville and back—-

a distance of seven ar eight miles—for fifty cents per visit. It

is to be hoped the pay (11(1 not consist of promises. Dr. Budd

died in 1832, and his widow subsequently married a Mr.
Freehorn. He was buried in the Methodist, churchyard in
May’s Landing. The grave is unmarked, but is pointed out
as lying nedr that of Col. Wescott, close by the present
church building. .

_ Dr. Roperr WaLEs was his successor. IIe was the son of
Timothy Wales, of Bolton, Conn.; and was born July 19,
1768.. Ile remained in May’s Landing for about two years,
and then removed to Cold Spring, C‘LPG May County, where
he died September 80,1835, Dr. W'a]es is spoken of as hav-
ing been a man of the greatest energy and of the strongest

impulses. By way of illustration, on one occasion he w: as

called in haste to a patient. Untmtumt«,]y his horse ballked.

~The doctor sprang from his carriage and dispatched the

beast at oice. Such a man knows no barriers that are in-
surmountable, no obstacles that cannot be overcome. Ile
“was the father of the venerable Dr. Edniund L. B. Waley,
of Tuckahoe, and the grandfather of Dr, Eli B. \Vales of
Cold Slmnn‘

- Jurrus 8. TAYLOR was a native ol New Ym k State. Ie®

graduated in Jefferson Medical College in 1835. = ITis father
had settled at Gibsons’-Creek previously to his son’s gradu-
ation. The doctor occupied the field made vacant by the
removal of Dr. Wales, and married Margaretta Gray of

By

Tuckahoe. In about the year 1838 he left the county, and -

if still living.is thought to reside at Kankakees, I1l. Dr.
Taylor was the immediate predecessor of Dr. Clhulcs Gill,
who still “ holds the fort.”

M‘xy 8 Landing claims the birthplace of two eminent phy--

sicians, Drs. M)lcs and Martin Synott; the_y were the sous
of M'ubm and IHannah Synott.
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Dr. MyLrs SyxorT was born in 1806 ; studied medicine
with Dr.. Jacob Fisler (who, by the way, married the doc-
tor’s mother at a subsequent date); and graduated in Jeffer-
son Medical College in 1831. He commenced the practice

of medicine at Chew’s Landing, and.removed thence to.

Glassboro, where he ‘died February 9, 1867. Dr. Heritage
writes me concerning him: “Dr. Myles Synott was one of
the most-unassuming, yet successful practitioners of his day.

He was so straight in regularity, that he leaned backward a.

little, and abhorred quackery both in and out of the profes-

sion; was dogmatic in his instructions, and, whenever they

were departed from, left the case. - He was of a humorous
disposition; and the scenc of his labors is full .of his dry-
jokes and numerous witty sayings. lle onece blistered the
soles of a man’s feet becanse he wouldn’t stay in the house
when he had ordered it. IIe was generous in his encourage-
ments of the younger members of the profession, and was
ever ready to assist by counsel or consultation those who
were struggling for recognition, They must only be regula;,.
Ie was i inveterate smol\er, and always carried a Natful
of cigars.’ v

Dr MARTIN SYNOTT was born April 8, 1812. Studied
‘medicine with his brother, and graduated in Jefferson Med-
ical College in 1839. 1Ie .commenced practice in Chew’s
Landing in connection with his biether, but subsequently
removed to Blackwoodtown, where he died of consumption
1877, Ile is said to lmve been a man of excellent tact
and skill in his profession.

Cuaries M. GiLn, a youth of great promise, the son of

Dr. Charles Gill, who is yet with us, studied medicine with

his father, and graduated at Jefferson Medical College in
1869. Shortly after he entered upon the active duties of

the profession in his native town, he was attacked with soft--

ening of the brain. All that medieal skill ¢ould do was in-
voked by anxious hearts to stay the ravages of the destroyer
in vain.  August 27,1877, the life bud(hmrs that gave so
much of promise withered before the blast tlom the arbiter
of human destiny. -



By
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Grorae Barrows, an Englishman, landed in the city of
New York with wife and one child—a stranger and penni-
less—in the year 1838. Occasionally trifling incidents shape
the destiny of a man and divert the whole current of his life
in a direction he could have least imagined. Accidentally
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‘meeting with Mr. Sooy Thompson of Pleasant Mills, he

was invited by that gentleman to go to his place and locate.
IHe consented. Mr. Thompson boarded him until he was
able to procure a home. Ilcre for six years he diligently
applied himself to his profession aind commended. himself to-
the people by his skill, _In 1844 he.removed-to- Philadel-

'pln‘l, and died there iu 1852.

Crannes Ripeway, the son of Job and Rachel Ridg\vay,
was born Auvgust 21, 1824, in Sharptown, Sulem County.
Ie graduated in Jefferson Médical College in 1845, and im-
mediately commenced practice in Pleasant Mills, and con-
tinned to follow his profession until ill health caused him
to abandon it a few years before his death. In 1858 he
married Miss Sarah J. Weeks of this county. The doctor
died of heart disease May 14, 1862, and his wife followed
him to the land of the leal dunng the present year. Two
children sarvive their parents.

Ricimarp SuermaN Parker formerly practised medicine
at Williamstown, N. J.; scttled at Port Repui)lic in 1834.
Shortly after he came to this county he had the misfortune
to.have two of his sons perish with cold upon %he:oyster
grounds, whither they had gone without the preeaution of
taking the necessary clothmrr to meet those emergencies thst;
§0 flequent]y arise in our sounds and bays by the sudden
changes of winds and tides. Dr. Parker was highly es-
teemed. Ile died twenty years ago of cancerin the stomach,
after a protracted and painful 111ncsq, and was buried in the
Methodist chulchjmd at Dort Republic. When in health
he was a man of dl«rmhed appearanice and address. Ile was
succeeded by «

Stacy B. KirkeriDE, who was a native of Medford, N. J.,
and born July 13,1828, He was educated in his native towu,

-and commenced in early life to teach schqol; teaching classes
|

L 3%
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~in penmanship and geography, the latter from Pelton’s Out-
line Maps, . At the age of twenty-one years he published
‘Klrkbrlde s New Jclsey Business Directory.” He was so
unfortunate as to have a large nimber of the volumes-burned,

" which caused him large pecuniary loss.. This had such a dis-
,eonraging effect: upon_him that he could not be induced to

/ continue the publication, He 1eaume<1 his former profession

. until the age of twenty-five years, when he commenced read-

. ing medicine with Dr. John Stokes, of Moarestown. He
f_n‘radunted in 1856 at the Philadelphia Colleae, and com-
menced practice at Evesboro, Burlington County, thence he
removed to Port Llepublie in 1858, 'm\l married- Miss. Caro-
line Hwbee, daughter of Richard lerbw of‘that place. In

- 1872 Mus. Kirkbride died, and the doctor removed from the
county. Dr. Kirkbride died March 2, 1875, at the age of

“ forty-six years, of inflammation of the bowe]q, and was bm‘wd
‘in the Episcopal churchyard at Moorestown, of which church
Le was a member at the time of his decease. Two daughters
survive their parents. During his whole pl'ofesswlﬁﬂ career
in'this county, he was a com‘lrmed asthmatic.; . The disease

-as brought on, as he told the writer, by the fumes of sul-

- phur wlnch he inhaled during some chemical experiments.
Most ot you will remember lns tall, erect form, with long
flowing beard. He ever m'unhmxed a radical position in
regard to legitimate medicine, and was an earnest advocate
"for the observanee of the Code of Medical Ethics. =

Cuarres A. OeDEN was a native of Camden, N. J. He
studied,medicine with Drs, Clapp and Ilorner, zmd graduated

“at the University of Pennsylvania.. He cume intq this
county in 1847, and located at Smithville. Shortly after
commencing his mofessmnal duties, fevers of 2 bilious cha-
racter seemed to predominate,and it is said to his credit
that out of thirty-two cases he lost but one, whilst a neigh-
boring physician, much older in years and of greater expe-
rience, lost seven out of nine cases. The doctor was a tall,
slender man, with light hair and blue eyes. Ie removed to
Philadelphia a few years ago, and died at the Raritan House.
When the summons of the pale visitant came, some one sug-

2.
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gested a minister of the Gospe] to connncl with the dying
man. Ile raised his hand in token of dissent and declared
himself to be in the hands of his Maker to do with him as
IIe chiose, and—expired.

One who scldom indulges in adunlation remarked in our
hearing one day, that “ Dr. Ogden used-but few remedies,—
had but few to use; but those he had, hé used well.”  1le
could searcely have sald more in favor of the doctor’s skill
and therapeutic knowledge, had he designed to, instead of
bis lapsus linguae, and yet, that the testimony was true, none:
who knew the doctor will be likely to question.

These gentlemen, with others who are still living and
have in years agone practised in the county, notably Dr. Kd.
Noyth of Ilemonton, T. A. Schlitz of Egg ITarbor City,—
Sheppard, Dunn, Rothrock, Reeves, and Abbott of May's
Landing, J. F. Leaming of Somers’ Point, anfl Jesse Steel-
man of Inglish’s Creck, with those who arg actively en-
gaged in the duties ot the profession, make u(;\the medical
traternity of Atlantic County. I have purposely left those
behind whom I have been satisfied were outside of the lmlb
of the regular profession. Of a few enumérated, there are
some doubts, but I have generously given them the henefit
of it.  There is much that is told illustrative ol the peculi-
arities of these professional men, but neither time nor space
will permit of amplification in these matters. The one thing
that has most deeply impressed me in searching the material
for this essay is, that there is not a single instance of tailure
to do well, either pecuniarily or professionally, that was not
justly attributable to the vice of intemperance. Ilow true
it is that “wine is « mocker,” and that “at the last it hiteth
like a serpent and stingeth like an adder.” :

I cannot adequately portray the labors of these early phy-
sicians.  They were obliged to keep relays of lorses and
travel from morning until #ight, and ofttimes from dusk
until dawn—through summer’s melting heat and the ¢hill-
ing blasts of winter—fysting or feasting as oceasion aftorded
—onward throngh the louely pines, choked by dust and

-
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harassed by swarms of mosquitoes, that are said to have
worked in three gangs of eight howrs each. They never faltered’
where duty called them. No oue, we are persuaded, can
have any just conception of the life of toil and self-sacrifice
which these earlier physicians endured until in some meas- .
urg they have experienced it. At present each town of any
considerable size has its plysician, and the days of medical
pioneer life in Atlantic County may be considered as having
ended. Railroads now skirt the.county in nearly every dl—_
rection; physicians jostle one another on every side; the :
frietion pollshes them : and we shall henceforth have an ex-
emplification of the Jaw of the “survival of the fittest.”_



