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IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY.

Between
PETER S GOLDEN et al.,
Complainants, )
>On Bill, §SG
and

SAMUEL KNAPP et at.,
Defendants. ,,

Bill of Complaint.

[Filed March 15, 1876.]

1o His Honor, Theodore Runyon, Chancellor of the State of
NewJersey:

Humbly complaining, showeth unto your Honor your
orator, Peter S. Golden, of the township of Holmdel, county
of Monmouth, and State of New Jersey, and Florence
Golden, Samuel P. Golden and William. J. Golden, infants
under the age of seven years, of same place, by the said
Peter S. Golden, their next friend : 10

1. That your orator, the said Peter S. Golden, was the
owner in fee simple of a certain valuable farm and premises,
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2 IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY.

conveyed to him by his father, John Golden, and wife, by
deed dated on the first day of April, eighteen hundred and
sixty-eight, and recorded in Monmouth county clerk’s dficg
in Book 208 of Deeds, page 247, &c., and more particularly
described, as follows : All that certain tract or parcel of land
and premises, situate, lying and being in the township of
Holmdel, in the county of Monmouth, and State of New
Jersey, as laid down on a map of the farm belonging to John
Golden and Ann Holmes, heirs of Elias Golden, deceased,
surveyed in June, eighteen hundred and twenty-four, except
the east line, surveyed in June, A. D. eighteen hundred ad
twenty-five, by John Patterson, Esq., and laid down on a
map made by Leonard Walling, as follows : Beginning at a
locust tree and a settled corner, thence (1) south, twenty de-
grees east, seventeen chains and ninety-eight links to a stone;
thence (2) south, eighty-six degrees and thirty minutes west,
fifty links; thence (3) south, nineteen degrees and thirty
minutes east, thirty-two chains and thirty-two links to a
stone; thence (4) south, sixty-three degrees and fifteen min-
utes west, twenty-three chains and thirteen links ; thence (5
south, three degrees and twenty-seven minutes east, seven
chains; thence (6) north, forty-one degrees and forty-five
minutes west, forty-five chains and sixty links to the brook;
thence (7) along the brook or run of water to a maple stump;
thence (8) north, fifty-seven degrees and twenty-four mirnutes
west, three chains and sixty-three links to a chestnut tree;
thence (9) north, thirty-seven degrees and six minutes eadt,
six chains and eighty-three links ; thence (10) north, twenty-
five degrees and forty-five minutes west, nine chains to a
locust tree, the northwest corner; thence (11) north, eighty-
seven degrees east, thirty-two chains and seventy-one links
to the place of beginning, containing one hundred and ninety-
eight (198) acres and fifty-one-hundredths of an acre (1Bw>
excepting thereout a tract of two acres and thirty-one-hun-
dredths of an acre, conveyed to the said Peter S. Golden by
John Golden and wife, by deed dated April fifteenth, a. d.
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, recorded in Book 176 of
Deeds, folios 224, &c., excepting, also, three small lots con-
veyed by John Golden to Peter Smith, Daniel Lewis and
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IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY. 3

Owen McCarne, to which several deeds, for a farther descrip-
tion thereof, reference is hereby had j also, a tract of salt
meadow, situated in the township of Middletown, county of
Monmouth aforesaid, called Shoal Harbor, or Big Meadow
lot containing twelve acres, more or less, one-half of which
descended to John Golden from his father, and the other half
of which was purchased from his sister.

2 That on or about the twenty-fifth day of September, A.
»eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, your orator married
Hizabeth W. Knapp, daughter of Samuel Knapp, of the
dtyof New Brunswick, Middlesex county, New Jersey, and
hes had by her the three following named children, all of
whomare infants under the age of seven years, viz.: Florence,
Samel P. and William J. Golden.

3. That your orator gave and executed, after the said con-
veyance of said farm to him, two mortgages against it, one
to his father, the said John Golden, to secure to him the pay-
nent of the sum of ten thousand dollars and interest, and
theother to his father-in-law, the said Samuel Knapp, in order
tosecure to him the payment of the sum of seven thousand
dollars, which was not to bear interest.

That afterwards, on or about the first day of March, in the
year eighteen hundred and seventy-four, your orator, being
m the rpal estate business in the city of New York, and liable
toits vicissitudes and risks, and being compelled to spend
nmost of his time there, was advised by the said Samuel Knapp
toconvey said farm, so that in case of accident or death, it
would be a certain home and dependence for your orator’s
wife and children, and to that end proposed to your orator
that if said Golden would convey said farm to him, he (said
Knapp) would transfer said farm to your orator’s said wife
and children, and that he (said Knapp) would pay off the said
mortgages, amounting to seventeen thousand dollars of prin-
cdpal money, to which proposal your orator assented and
agreed.

That afterwards, the said Samuel Knapp, pretending that
it might not be convenient for him to pay oif the whole of
thesaid ten thousand dollar mortgage by the first day of
April then next following, proposed to pay five thousand
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4 IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY.

dollars on the said first day of April, and the balance of fie
thousand dollars, with interest, on the first day of Apnl
eighteen hundred and seventy five, and that he, said Knapp
should hold the deed for said farm, meanwhile, in his reng
and would give to your orator an agreement in writing asse
curity that he (said Knapp) would, in one year from the e
of the transfer to him, convey the said farm to the said wife
and children of your orator free and clear of any and all ex
cumbrances whatsoever.

A That your orator at first objected to such conveyance to
said Knapp, but afterwards, and upon being assured by sad
Knapp that he was only doing it for the purpose of helping
his own daughter and your orator along, and that all e
(Knapp) wished or wanted was to secure this homestead farm
to his grandchildren, (the said children of your orator and the
said Elizabeth W. Golden) and that, to all intents and pur-
poses, your orator should have the actual control and man
agement thereof, your orator assented and agreed to sad
proposals of said Knapp.

20 5. That afterwards, and on or about the ninth day of
March, A. D. eighteen hundred and seventy-four, your arator
and his wife, and said Samuel Knapp went to the office of
Woodbridge Strong, Esq., a lawyer of high standing in the
city of New Brunswick aforesaid, and then and there your
orator and his wife made and executed to the said Samuel
Knapp an absolute deed of conveyance, with full covenants,
dated on the day last aforesaid, and then and there duly ac-
knowledged the same before the said Woodbridge Strong, ss
one of the masters of this court, and thereby conveyed the

30 said homestead farm to the said Samuel Knapp by the sane
description above set forth, subject to the said two mortgages,
which the said Samuel Knapp, by said deed last named, ex-
pressly agreed and assumed to pay, and that at the same tine
the. said Samuel Knapp signed and delivered to your orator a
written agreement on his part providing, as nearly as your
orator can now specify the same, that upon the expiration of
eighteen months from that date, (such extension of time hav-
ing been previously consented to and agreed upon by aud be-
tween your orator and said Knapp,) he, said Samuel Knapp,
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would convey said farm to said Elizabeth W. Golden for life,
andthento the children of your orator and said Elizabeth
W Golden, in fee, free and clear of any and all encumbrances
whatsoever. .

6 That your orator, being about to go to the city ot JNew
York, placed said agreement temporarily in the hands and
custody of his said wife.

6@ That the said deed from your orator to said Knapp
wes ondr about the tenth day of March, eighteen hundred
and seventy-four, duly recorded in the clerk’s office of Mon- 10
nmouth county, in Book 257 of Heeds, page 207, &c.

7 That afterwards, your orator and his wife continued to
possess occupy and manage said farm, and that some time
during the summer of the year of eighteen hundred and
seventy-four, said Samuel Knapp and his wife came to board
with your orator and his wife, at said homestead farm, and
have, with intermissions, remained so boarding and living
with your orator and his wife until the present time.

8 And your orator further shows and expressly charges,
thet after the expiration of said eighteen months he demanded, 20
ard has on many occasions since such expiration demanded,
from said Samuel Knapp, a conveyance of said farm, in ac-
cordance with the terms of said written agreement of said
Knapp, which demand and demands was and were refused by
him said Knapp.

9 That on many and repeated occasions and times since
the said written agreement was made and delivered, and by
your orator passed over to the temporary keeping of his said
wife, your orator has requested and demanded from her said
written agreement, but to such requests and demands the said 30
Hizabeth has given evasive replies, tending to mislead your
orator; that at times the said Elizabeth pretends that she has
such written agreement, and at other times pretends that she
hes not possession of it, but that it is safe ; that your orator
hes been unable to obtain possession of said written agree-
mert from his wife, or even an inspection thereof, though he
hes often requested her for the same.

9|. And your orators further show, that on or about the
fifth day of January, a. d. eighteen hundred and seventy-six,
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the said Samuel Knapp conspired with his son, one Simsd
P. Knapp, to defraud your orators in the premises, ad to
prevent the enforcement of the rights of your orators udy
the said agreement of said Samuel Knapp j and that the said!
Samuel Knapp, together with Rebecca his wife, conveyed tte
said farm and premises to his son, Samuel P. Knapp, by ded
dated on or about that day, which conveyance was vecaded
in said clerk’s office, in Book 277 of Deeds, page 310, <k
under which conveyance the said Samuel P. Knapp dans
10 some title and estate in and to said farm and premises; ht
your orators are informed and expressly charge the tnthto
be that no actual consideration passed between the said fiher
and son for said conveyance; that the said Samuel P. Knapp
paid no consideration whatever for the said farm and premises,
or for the said conveyance to him ; and your orators derge
that the said Samuel P. Knapp had full and complete rtice
and knowledge of the said agreement of his said father o
convey said farm and premises to the said Elizabeth W
Golden and her said children, your orators, as hereinbefore
20 particularly stated and set forth.

9f. And your orators expressly charge that the said Sime
P. Knapp took said conveyance subject to the rights of your
orators in said real property, and is equitably bound to pa-
form said agreement of his father, said Samuel Knapp, ad
to join with him in a proper deed of conveyance of said fam
and premises, to the said Elizabeth W. Golden and her sid
children, as hereinbefore more particularly stated.

And your orator expressly charges that the said Samuel
Knapp and his son, the said Samuel P. Knapp, and hs

30 daughter, the said Elizabeth, are acting in collusion and con
spiracy, and with the intent to defeat the enforcement of
the said agreement, and to keep the title to said farm inthe
said Samuel Knapp, with intent to dafraud your orators of
their right, title, and interest in said farm.

10. That said Samuel Knapp, for the last two years, hsg
under various pretences, obtained and received almost all the
proceeds and profits raised and taken from said farm, together
with some sheep and other valuable property on and apper-
taining to said farm and its farming, and has not accoun
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toyour orators for the same or any part thereof, although
dten requested so to do.

11 That on or about the twenty-sixth day of January
lat pest, the said Samuel Knapp angrily ordered and com-
manded your orator to leave the said farm, and your orator
becoming convineed, from the conduct and speeches of the
said Samuel Knapp and the said Elizabeth W. Golden, that
they were acting in collusion and in hostility to the interests
of your orator and his said children, and with the fraudulent
design of preventing the enforcement of the said written
agreenert, left and departed from his home and his said
form and came to Freehold, in said county of Monmouth,
wihere he has since lived.

12 That your orator has not lived with or met the said
Hizabeth W. Golden since the said twenty-sixth day of
Januery last past, nor has he heard from or communicated
withher in any way since that time.

13 Your orator therefore respectfully shows unto your
Honor, and insists that the said Elizabeth W . Golden should
becompelled to discover and disclose the contents of the said
witten agreement, and to produce the same in evidence, in
srth manner and at such time and place as this honorable
ot may direct, in order that the said agreement may be
spedifically enforced, and the said Samuel Knapp compelled to
ocovey said farm according to the terms of the said agree-
nat

But now so it is, may it please your Honor, that the said
Sme Knapp, Samuel P. Knapp, and Elizabeth W . Golden,
nooncert with each other, and colluding and confederating
together, refuse to comply with your orator’s demands and
requests, and refuse to deliver to your orator said written
agreement, and refuse to perform the same, and the said Eliza-
beth pretends that she has not possession of the said written
agreeent, and cannot produce the same or deliver it to your
aatar, and at other times she pretends that said written
agreenent 1s in her possession and in a safe place, but she is
mt willing to produce the same or deliver it up to your
aator. And the said Samuel Knapp sometimes pretends
thet no such written agreement as is above stated was ever
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8 IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY.

signed by him, and that he did not agree to convey sadfim
to the said Elizabeth and to the children of your oratorad
said Elizabeth, at any time, or in any way whatsoever.

All which actings, doings, pretences, and refusals, arean
trary to equity and good conscience, and tend to the nanfest
wrong and injury of your orators in the premises.

In consideration whereof, and for as much as your azas
can only have adequate relief in the premises in acwutd
equity, where matters of this nature are properly agiztle
and relievable.

To the end, therefore, that the said Samuel Knapp ad
Elizabeth W. Golden, and their confederates, when dsov
ered, may, upon their several and respective corporal ails
to the best and utmost of their several and respective kowk
edge, remembrance, information, and belief, true, direct, adl
perfect answer make to all and singular the matters due
said, and that as fully and particularly as if the sane vae
here repeated, and they and each of them distinctly itaw
gated thereto, and more especially that the said cofedastes
the said Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W. Golden, andesh
of them, may, in manner aforesaid, answer and set forth—

1. Whether some agreement in writing, or other witirg
was not signed and executed by said Samuel Knapp, ma
about the ninth day of March, A. d. eighteen hundred ad
seventy-four, at the law office of Woodbridge Strong, g,
in New Brunswick, New Jersey, respecting the farm, sttt
time conveyed by said Peter S. Golden to said Smd
Knapp ?

2. If so, whether said Elizabeth W. Golden did not tde
or receive the same, and has not now its custody and pmses
sion?

3. Whether she has destroyed or lost the same, andif g
when, where, and under what particular circumstances se
loss or destruction occurred ?

4. Whether she has delivered or handed the same to he
father, the said Samuel Knapp ?

5. Whether the said Samuel Knapp has had the possession
custody, or control of said agreement or writing, since
execution, and if so, what has become of it?
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6 Whether the said Samuel Knapp has, at any time since
its execution, seen the said agreement or writing, and if so,
whn where, and in whose hands ?

7 Whether said agreement or writing did not provide that
sad Samuel Knapp should convey said farm to said Eliza-
beth W. Golden and the children of herself, and said Peter S.
(Gdden, and whether it did not provide that such convey-
aeshould be made within eighteen months from the date
of said agreement or writing ?

8  Whether such agreement did not provide that said 10
Koapp should convey said farm as last above mentioned, free
anddear of all encumbrance ?

And that the said Samuel P. Knapp may, without oath,
arswer the above charges, and also may answer the interrog-
aties addressed to him and annexed to this bill, under oath
ar affirmation, fully, directly and responsively, confining his

1 aswer to the interrogatory proposed.
And that the said Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W . Gol-
I dnard their confederates, when discovered, may be decreed
to disoover the terms and contents and provisions of, and 20
produee the said agreement or writing to and for the benefit
of your orators, at such time and place as this honorable court
gl direct, and deliver the same to your orators, or to some
I pasm for their use; and that the said Samuel Knapp be de-
aead spedifically to perform said agreement or writing entered
mowith your orator as aforesaid, and to make a good and
sufidart title to and conveyance of the said farm and prem-
issto the said Elizabeth W. Golden for life, and then to her
sad children in fee, as in said agreement provided and in-
I tedkd; and to make and deliver all necessary deed or deeds 30
I ad conveyances in order to carry out the intention of said
I ageenent or writing, or that failing in that, that then the
I saddeed of conveyance, so as aforesaid made by said Peter
I S Golden to said Samuel Knapp, be set aside and decreed to
I begven up and surrendered to the said Peter S. Golden, and
I thet the record thereof in said clerk’s office of Monmouth
I ooty be canceled and declared void.
And that said Samuel P. Knapp be decreed to join in the
I essoution of such conveyance or conveyances, and that your

B
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orator may have such further and other relief in the pamss
as the nature of the circumstances of this case may reqie
and as to your Honor shall seem meet.

May it please your Honor, the premises considered, to gat
unto your orators a writ or writs of subpoena, issuing at o
and under the seal of this honorable court, to be directed o
the said Samuel Knapp and Rebecca Knapp, his wife, Sm
uel P. Knapp, Elizabeth W. Golden and John Golden, thaen
and thereby commanding them and each of them, on a eatan

10 day and under a certain penalty therein to be inserted, to e
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and appear before this honorable court, then and there toa
swer all and singular the premises, and to stand to, abide ly;
and perform such order and decree therein as to your Hoior
shall seem meet, and shall be agreeable to equity and good
conscience.
And your orator, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &.
WM. H. YREDENBURGH,

Solicitor for and of counsel with complainants.
INTERROGATORIES TO DEFENDANT, SAMUEL P. KNAPP.

1. Was there any money consideration actually paid by
you for the conveyance to you by Samuel Knapp of the Gd-
den farm and premises, on the 5th day of January, A. 4. 1876
and if so, what money, how and when paid 5 and if noney ar
cash, where did such cash or money come from, and whose
money was 1t, and in whose presence paid, and at what ddes
and times; and if by check, then on what bank drawn;
and if you paid any money of your own for the Golden famm
whether it was not money which was previously due from
you to your father for the consideration in whole or part of
the farm in Piscataway township, Middlesex county, New
Jersey, conveyed to you by your father ?

2. Had you any knowledge or information, prior to the &
day of January, 1876, of the agreement to convey, made by
your father and referred to in this bill ?

3. Did you not advise or consult with Peter S. Golden, a
New Brunswick, a few days before the conveyance by himto
your father of the said Golden farm, in relation to such con
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yeyace to your father, and re-conveyance by him to your
sserand her children ; and did you not urge said Peter S.
Gldento give your father a deed for said farm for a year ?

4 Did you not transact your father’s financial business at
thetimre of said conveyance of the said Golden farm, and since
thet time; and are you not familiar with his businessy and
ddyour father not consult with you about the conveyance of
theGolden farm ; and did he not inform you verbally or by
lettey, that he was to convey the farm to your sister and her
childrery and if not, what information on that subject did he
ewr give you ?

5 Were you not, at any time prior to January 5th, 1876,
mfamred or told by your sister, either verbally or in writing,
thet said Golden property was to be conveyed by your father
toher or to her and her children ?

6 Did you not advise Peter S. Golden, at his office, No.
9B7 Sixth avenue, New York city, on several occasions, be-
tveendune, 1874, and December, 1874, to submit to the con-
dut of your father in the management of the farm for that
verr; because, as you said, that in the next year he would be
ddliged to give it up, or words to that effect ?

7 Had you no conversation, at any time, with Peter S.
Gdlden, upon the subject of his relations with your father in
rexedt to the Golden farm and the conveyance thereof by
yaur father to said Peter S. Golden or his family ; and if so,
then what conversations had you ; give them as fully as you
recdlect them ?

State of New dJersey, Monmouth county, ss.—n

P8 Gfdn being duly sworn according to law, on his
ceth saith—that the facts, matters and things set forth in
aoowe bill are true; that the agreement or writing in said
hill mentioned, was executed by said Samuel Knapp at the oc-
camand place in said bill stated; that after its execution,
itwes placed by deponent in the hands of the said Elizabeth
" «Colden, and that deponent has never seen it since ; that
deporent has made repeated requests.of said Elizabeth to show
hm said writing and to deliver it to him ; and that said
Hizabeth has uniformly evaded such requests and has refused
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and neglected to deliver said writing to him, or to showhm
the same.

Petek S Golden.

Sworn and subrcribed before me, at Freehold, New Jass;
this 17th day of March, a . 4. 1876.

,Chas.P. Dorrance,NP

Answer of Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W
Golden.

[Filed May 30, 1876.]

10 The joint and several answer of Samuel Knapp and Rbexa
his wife, and Elizabeth W. Golden, to the bill of conplairt
of Peter S. Golden and others.

These defendants jointly and severally, saving and resarving
to themselves and each of them all and all manner of berdit
of advantage and exception to the many errors and irsufficien
cies in the complainants’ bill of complaint contained for an
swer thereto or unto so much thereof as they are advisedis
material for them or either of them, to make answer uig
they answer and say, they admit that said Peter S. Glden,

20 on or about the first day of April, A. p. eighteen hundred ad
sixty-eight, owned a farm, situated as located by description
in said bill, and they believe the boundaries and number of
acres, as stated in said bill, are substantially correct; thet
said Peter S. Golden acquired the same by a deed from Jomn
Golden of about the date mentioned in said bill, and that sad
deed was recorded in the book and about the time stated n
said bill.

And the defendants admit that the said Peter S. Golden,
on or about the twenty-jifth day of September, A. p. eighteen

30 hundred and sixty-seven, married Elizabeth W. Knapp, oW
Elizabeth W. Golden, and daughter of Samuel Knapp, ax
only sister of Samuel P. Knapp, one of said defendants.
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TAdthese defendants, in  further answering, jointly and sev-
adlysaythat, although the said Peter S. Golden owned said
farmby virtue of said deed, yet the said Peter S. Golden was
lagdyin debt at the time ; and of the debts of said Peter
vikhwere then known to these defendants, the said Peter 8.
(ddngave a mortgage on said farm to said John Golden, for
tlesnf ten thousand dollars principal, and also another
notgEon sadfarm to said Samuel Knapp, his wife’s father,
forthe smof seven thousand dollars. And these defend-
aks infurther answering, jointly and severally say that, on fO
atof the aforesaid mortgages, the said Peter S. Golden
ageato pay interest and also each of the respective princi-
plansthereon. And the said Samuel Knapp denies that
tlesadseven thousand dollar mortgage was not to bear in-
et os stated in said bill.  And these defendants, Samuel
Kapad Samuel P. Knapp, and Elizabeth W. Golden
mfirtteranswering, jointly and severally say, that the sai
TS Golden occupied said farm before he had deed for
thesne ad also after he had said deed, and managed and
quagl the same by way of farming it. First, the said 20
T¥a; by his way of management, conduct and improper way
dfattending to his business for some time, became more in-

I vdvedin debt and embarrassed in his financial condition, to
mextent which was unknown to the said Samuel Knapp and
Simd P. Knapp, and also unknown to his said wife, beyond
theanount of said two mortgages ; and so that, at times, said
Reter did not supply to his said wife and family the proper
measof comfort and livelihood ; and said Peter S. Golden
watto her brother, Samuel P. Knapp, in New York, and

tddhimthat Lizzy, his sister, desired to see the defendant, 30
Smd P. Knapp, that night, in New Brunswick, at her
flefs house ; that the last named defendant went, and saw

m hisagter Lizzy, the said Peter’s wife, there at her fathers
hosg and she informed the defendant, Samuel P. Knapp,
thet her husband wished him to buy the farm, because Peter
wesindebt; and thereafter it was arranged and agreed upon
by and between the said Samuel P. Knapp and said Elizabeth

W Golden, wife of said Peter S. Golden, and the said Peter S.
(Gdden that they, the said Peter S. Golden and Elizabeth
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W. Golden, would sell the sald farm to said Samel P
Knapp.

And that the said Peter S. Golden and Elizabeth, his wfe
would make a deed of conveyance for said farm.  Said cead
of conveyance was, at the request of said Samuel P. K
from deference and respect to his father, Samuel Kapl
made to the said Samuel Knapp, the said Samuel P. Kapp
to pay off or assume the said mortgage encumbrance which
said John Golden held on said farm. And the said ddfend

16 ants, Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W. Golden, say thet
the said Samuel P. Knapp paid all the moneys that vae
paid on, or that have been paid on, the oosideration
or price of said farm, or on either of said parcpe
sums of said mortgages. And the said Samuel Koapgp
and Elizabeth W. Golden, in further answering, jointly
and severally deny that there was any arrangement, thet
by reason of said John Golden receiving five thowsad
dollars in the mortgage, and then to be paid his balancedf
five thousand dollars, with interest, on the first day of Apal,

20 A. D. eighteen hundred and seventy-five, or at any oher
time, the said Samuel Knapp, in the meanwhile, should hdd
the deed for the farm in his own name, and then gave m
agreement in writing, as security that he would, in ore year
from then, or at any other time, convey said farm to sad
wife and children of said Peter S. Golden, free and dear of
any and all encumbrances whatever, as alleged or irsinuated
in complainants’ bill.

And these defendants jointly and severally insist that the
said deed was accepted by said Samuel Knapp, and mtended

30 by all parties, at and before the time of the writing ad
signing, and acknowledgment and acceptance of said deed, to
be a deed of conveyance by said Peter S. Golden and wife
conveying away said farm, absolutely in fee, to said Samd
Knapp, subject only to the mortgage encumbrance then exist-
ing on said farm.

And these defendants jointly and severally deny that an
March first, eighteen hundred and seventy-four, or at ay
time, the said farm was conveyed to said Samuel Knapp, f°r
the purpose of conveying said farm to said wife and children

40 of said Peter S. Golden, as intimated or alleged in conyplain-
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ag bl And the said Samuel Knapp denies that he
alisel sad Peter to convey away said farm in any way,
friteresmar purpose to avoid accident or risk that might
@rto s Peter S. Golden in real estate business, as is
inagelinhis said bill, or that the said deed or conveyance
Jenackinany way for the purpose of said farm being given
tosadRterS. Golden’s care, custody, or control.

Ad thee defendants, in further answering, jointly and
ssadly daw that the said Samuel Knapp at any time
amxelsid Peter that he was only taking the deed or con- 10
voae d'the fam for the purpose of helping his own
chgtar add said Peter along, or all that he wanted or
vi®E] wB to secure the farm to the children of said Eliza-
J#har Peter, or that, to all intents or purposes, the said
Rarduaddhave the actual control and management of the
fmporfor any such purposes.

Adthese defendants, in further answering, jointly and
ssadlyadmit, that on or about March ninth, eighteen hun-
deland seventy-four, Peter S. Golden and his wife, and
S Knapp, her father, went to the office of Woodbridge 20
Sog kg, at New Brunswick, where the said warrantee
daheferred to in said bill was filled up, preparatory to
Isgexecuted by said Peter and his wife to said Samuel

Adthesad Elizabeth W. Golden, in answering, further
sttt previas to signing the deed, the said Peter S.
(ddnclled her aside, and privately threatened to her to
Ineharpoaxean agreement then from her father that he,
hetha; would, at the end of eighteen months, transfer the
fmioherand her heirs.  And she then refused to procure 30
sdhagreen@t, or to prevail on her father to give any such
ganata witing

Aadthetthe said Peter and his wife then went back in the
dieadsigned and acknowledged and executed said deed
osadSimd Knapp, her father, independent of and with-
atayreference to the proposed agreement, which said Peter
Tachust befre sought to procure through her, and her said
Etharves dopresent with said Strong at the office, where
siddbedveas then ready, and that the said deed was left with
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said Woodbridge Strong by said Samuel Knapp, to be pt m
record for her father; that whilst said deed was so in tte
charge of said Strong, her husband, knowing and well avae
how easily her father was in the habit of acceding to te
washes and requests of his daughter, took her priudyas
side, apart from the other persons, and in a very vident axl
profane manner then declared he would have his vergeare
on her as long as she lived, or to that effect, if she did nt
procure the agreement which he had referred to, to be thmn

10 signed by her father; that then, under the threats, influece

and impulse of the moment, produced on her by the videt
conduct and threats of said Peter, she went to her father, ad
asked her father, for her sake, to sign the paper, the sne
being an article or paper in writing, which it appeared thet
said Peter had already previously had prepared, and her
father, merely for her sake and at her sudden sdlictation
signed it on her personal appeal then to him, but she did it
make known to her father her reasons therefor, asking hm
to sign it, and she withheld from him at that occasion tre

20 knowledge of the threats and conduct of said Peter towards

30

her, but all the same was unbeknown to and in the dmaxe
of said Samuel P. Knapp.

And the said Samuel Knapp, in further answering, ss
that on the occasion above referred to, whilst said deed wes
in the charge of said Strong for record, he did, at the suddn
solicitation of his daughter, sign a paper presented to him in
reference to the conveyance of said farm.

But the said Elizabeth W. Golden and said Samuel Knapp
deny, that the paper or agreement which he so signed at the
solicitation of said Elizabeth, was or is for any of the pu-
poses claimed for by complainants, or either of them a
alleged in said bill of complaint.

And they jointly and severally insist, that the tems of
said paper or agreement, so signed by said Samuel Knapp,
were, that he, the said Samuel Knapp, would convey said
farm to said Elizabeth W. Golden, his daughter, and to her
heirs, at the end of eighteen months from then; that said
paper or agreement so signed by said Samuel Knapp, ves
taken by said Elizabeth W. Golden, and the said Samuel
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Knapp has not any recollection of seeing the paper or agree-
nart 0 signed by him since that time, and he does not know
waeitnow is, or what has become of it, or who afterwards
gtdharge or custody of it.

And these defendants, in further answering, jointly and
severdly say, the name of Samuel Knapp was only nominal
mtle aforesaid deed, and that said Samuel P. Knapp was
thmnand 1s the real purchaser of said farm, and that said
RterS Golden at all times, both before the said deed was
made and at the time the same was executed, knew that the
said Samvel P. Knapp advanced and furnished the money
thtwves paid on said farm, and on the mortgage encum-
harethereon, and that said Samuel P. Knapp was the real
padesx and owner of the farm, and negotiated with said
Rterfor the purchase and conveyance of said farm, and that
said Peter consummated the practical and final details with
said Samuel P. Knapp, at the depot in New Brunswick, pre-
Iimirery to the deed, concerning the sale and conveyance of
said fam by said Peter, only a short time before the aforesaid
deed s executed by said Peter and his wife ; and they deny,
that there was any regulation or agreement in any of said
regotiatiars or details of purchase, sale or conveyance, at any
time, thet the said Samuel Knapp should or would at any
time convey the farm to said Elizabeth, for her life, and then
to thechildren of said Elizabeth and Peter S. Golden, free
and dear of all encumbrance; and these defendants say, that
said Sanvel Knapp did not know of the purchase of the farm
util advised of it by his son, before going to said office.

And the said Elizabeth W. Golden, in further answering
for hersdlf, says the paper or agreement so as aforesaid signed
by said Samuel Knapp, was taken by her, and was for a time
afterwards in her room where she and her husband lived, but
drehes not seen the said paper or agreement for a long time
=, and does not know where it is or what has become of it.

And in further answering for herself, she, the said Eliza-
heth W, Golden, says she admits that said Peter S. Golden
I at tines asked for and inquired of her for said paper or
agreenart above referred to, and that she was unable to give
“ tohim because then it was not in her possession, and she

C
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did not then know where it was or what had become of it, axd
she so informed her husband, in good faith, respecting sad
paper or agreement.

And she denies that she, at any time, gave him any evasive
answers respecting said paper or agreement, or In resuree
to any of said Peter’s inquiries concerning said paper ar
agreement; that she made any of the pretences as is alleged
or insinuated by said complainants in said bill of conplairt,
concerning said paper or agreement, except that on some oca
sions she would say to him, she did not see of what interestit
was to him, as it did not concern him, or to that effect.

And these defendants, in further answering, jointly ad
severally deny that the said Samuel Knapp and Rebecca, hs
wife, boarded at said Peter S. Golden and Elizabeth W, m
the said farm; but they admit that the said Samuel Koapp
and Rebecca, his wife, did live on said farm, but under tte
circumstances hereinafter referred to, and do now live on sad
farm.

And the defendant, Samuel Knapp, in further answering

0 for himself, submits and insists that he and his wife was and
is entitled, both in law and in equity, to live on, occupy, ps
sess and enjoy all and singular the said homestead farm abxo-
lutely, without any interruption or interference from any other
person or persons, and free and clear of all or any claimof
any person or persons, except as to said Samuel P. Knapp,
and except the mortgage encumbrance of said John Gdden
thereon.

And the said Samuel Knapp denies that he, on or about
the fifth day of January, a . 4 . eighteen hundred and seventy-

30 six, or at any other time, conspired with his son, Sanuel P.
Knapp, to defraud said Peter S. Golden, or any of the chil-
dren of said Peter S. Golden and Elizabeth W. Golden; ad
denies that the said Peter S. Golden and said children refarred
to in said bill, or either of them, at any time at or since the
execution of said deed to said Knapp by said Peter S. Golden
and his wife, had any rights in said farm or in any pat
thereof, either by virtue of said alleged agreement referred to
in said bill, or otherwise.

And the saidd Samuel Knapp submits and insists that he



IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY. 19

had atall times since the execution of the last aforesaid deed,
full power to convey said farm in fee to said Samuel P.
Knapp, and admits that on or about January fifth, eighteen
hundred and seventy-six, he, the said Samuel Knapp, and
Rebecca, his wife, conveyed said farm to said Samuel P.
Knapp infee, by deed of conveyance.

Ad these defendants, in further answering, jointly.and
ssadlydeny that the last aforesaid deed of conveyance was
nabarddivered by said Samuel Knapp and his wife, or that
tesasdSamd P. Knapp took said deed subject to the writ-
tagemmt alleged or referred to in said bill, or subject to
aydthealleged rights of said Peter S. Golden, or of any of
tesiddildenof said Peter S. and Elizabeth W. Golden,
asjet to anyclaim, except the said mortgage encumbrance
tleem

Andtheyjointly and severally deny that the said Samuel
Kypand Samuel P. Knapp, or either of them, was or is
aqiteldy bourd to perform any part of the agreement al-
lerdarrdared to in complainants’ bill of complaint.  And

10

teeddfordats in furthei answering, jointly and severally 20

adhit, thet the said Samuel Knapp and Rebecca, his wife, on
a dmut January fifth, eighteen hundred and seventy-six,
nakand executed to the said Samuel P. Knapp a deed of
aneaw and in and by said deed conveyed said farm to
adSmdA P. Knapp, in fee, but the said Samuel Knapp
adRbaaa his wife, and said Elizabeth W. Golden, jointly
atsevadly deny that the last aforesaid deed or conveyance
vesnak in any wise to defraud said Peter S. Golden and
tlecondainats or any of them, of any rights in said farm;
adsidSanmuel Knapp and his wife, and said Elizabeth W.
Gddnjaintly and severally deny that the said complainants,
adtler of them, were at any time after the execution of
siddbed by said Peter S. Golden and Elizabeth, his wife, to
sidSmH Knapp, entitled to or had any rights, either in
awar in equity, in said farm, or in any part thereof. And
teeddandhts in further answering, jointly and severally
sythet, although in the last aforesaid deed, the name of
S Kneypwas used as being the grantee or the purchaser
dsadfinm and although said Samuel Knapp and Samuel

30
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P. Knapp allowed and permitted the name of said Smd
Knapp to be used as -being the grantee in the last afaesad
deed, yet the said Samuel P. Knapp paid all the noney thet
was paid on the price or consideration money of said farm

And these defendants, in further answering, jointly axd
severally deny that they were or are acting in collusionar
conspiracy with the said Samuel P. Knapp, with intentto
defeat or to defraud said Peter S. Golden or the conplain
ants, or either of them, of their right, title, or interest in said

10 farm, or with any fraudulent intent; and insist that sad
complainants, or either of them, have not, at any tine sre
said deed was executed by said Peter S. Golden and Hiza
beth, his wife, to said Samuel Knapp, had any right, title, ar
interest in said farm, or in any part thereof, and havert
now any right, title, or interest in said farm, or in any pat
thereof.

And these defendants, in further answering, jointly ad
severally say that, at the time said Peter S. Golden and Hiz
abeth, his wife, made said deed to said Samuel Knapp, her

20 father, there was interest due to the amount of seven hundred
dollars due from Peter S. Golden to said John Golden, m
his mortgage, which amount of interest money said Simd .
Knapp let to saidd Peter S. Golden, to be paid to said Jan
on said mortgage, and took said Peter’s note therefor, which
note said Samuel Knapp yet now holds, and yet now renars
due. And these defendants, in further answering, jontly
and severally say, that the said Peter S. Golden, after coou
Pying and enjoying and farming said farm for a while, sdd
his stock and most of his personal property for the pugpose

30 of raising money wherewith to pay claims other than the
mortgages against him; that whilst he occupied the farm ke
neglected properly to attend to his business—permitted the
farm to go much to waste, and to greatly depreciate inap
pearance and worth; that his wife Elizabeth was, by reesmn
of over-exertion, in her endeavors to attend to the work and
service imposed on her in and about the farm-house, for vart
of necessary hired help, and became seriously sick; thet,
during her sickness, her husband, Peter S. Golden, did mt
properly attend to and care for her.
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Thet her brother, Samuel P. Knapp, left his business, in
NewYork city, and came to the farm and gave his personal
atartin to the relief of his sister, the wife of said Peter S.
Gdden in her illness, for a considerable period-of time, until
de becane convalescent; that on that occasion, the said
Smd Knapp and said Samuel P. Knapp became aware
thet sad Peter S. Golden was being addicted to intemperance
anlimproper ways of life.

Thet the said Samuel P. Knapp then proposed that said
Rir S Golden and Elizabeth, his wife, should move to
NewYork, he, the said Samuel P. Knapp, would procure a
hogefor them and situation in business for said Peter S.
(Hdm, in New York city. And said Peter S. Golden
beene thus engaged in business in New York city, and sub-
saqertly in the real estate business in that city.

That in accordance with such proposition, which was
axekd to by said Peter, the said Samuel P. Knapp, at his
omexpense, procured a house and office in New York city,
adfurmished the same at his (Samuel P. Knapp’s) personal
epaee And said Peter S. Golden occupied the office so
pooued for him by said Samuel P. Knapp, the said Peter
S Golden giving his assurance that he would forever refrain
framintenperance.

Thet for a few months said Peter S. Golden transacted
huares as real estate agent, and his business increased to the
stifotion of himself and friends, but, by reason of his
retuming habits being allowed by him, his business depre-
aged and he and his family continued to be an expense to
herfather and brother, without any aid or return of equiva-
lat therefor from said Peter, or from said Peter’s business;
thet afterwards said Peter and his wife and children lived
with her father, at New Brunswick, at the expense of her
ftherand brother, and then the said Peter S. Golden, and
hswife and children, went to live on the said farm with said
Smd Knapp and Rebecca, his wife.

Thet for the past two years the said Samuel Knapp has
mapeed said farm by arrangement with said Samuel P.

PP, and has had control of the proceeds and use of the
premiss

10
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That the said Peter S. Golden did not, at any tine dre
the execution of the deed to Samuel Knapp, live ma
occupy, or control or manage, or have any of the baitsd
said farm by or on account of the alleged agreement refared
to in said bill, but his living on or being identified with fre
farm was only by his living with his wife and children thag
with said Samuel Knapp, only at the sufferance and pamis-
sion of said Samuel P. Knapp.

And this defendant, Samuel Knapp, in further arsweing

10 for himself, denies that there was valuable property onsad
farm, but says he admits that there was some corn and sme
twelve or fifteen sheep, and a few pigs, in all of small vahg
on the farm, and submits and insists, that in view of tte
large amount of money and expenses which had been ad
vanced to and for said Peter, at said Peter’s request, by sad
Samuel Knapp and by Samuel P. Knapp, or by one of tham
and the full equivalent whereof had not been returned by
said Peter, the said sheep and corn and pigs, or any dher
property on said farm, were not considered, and ought 1o,

20 really, to be considered as belonging specially to said Rte:
And he denies that said Peter made any request for or rda-
ence to any of said property, or claiming the sane, at ay
time, as his special or particular property, until a short tine
before the filing of said bill.

And this defendant, Samuel Knapp, denies that said Rter
is entitled to any account for any of said property, or anyaof
the proceeds on or appertaining to said farm. And he dxies
that said Peter requested him to account for any pat
thereof.

30  And he, the said Samuel Knapp, submits and insists thet
he was not, and is not bound, either in law or in equity, to
account to said Peter S. Golden for the said property or pro-
ceeds, or any part thereof, at any time.

And the said Samuel Knapp, in further answering, s
that the said Peter S. Golden continuing his habits of in*
temperance and disregard for the well being and the comfort
and livelihood of his wife and children, at times causing her

* to sit up all night with her children, through her fear of sone
accident occurring by reason of his course of life, frequently
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indulged In abusive, profane and insulting epithets and con-
duct towards them, and towards this defendant, and Rebecca,
hswifg in this defendant’s house, in the presence of the
yargchildren of said Peter, and his wife, Elizabeth ; and
ttanar about the twenty-sixth day of January last past,
thesaid Peter S. Golden, in one of his improper moods, was
shmrghis wife and mother-in-law, and this defendant, and
wrg foul and opprobrious and profane language towards
themat the house of this defendant, on the farm, and in the
pesare of his said children and wife ; and this defendant, 10
byreasm of such abusive, opprobrious and profane language
and conduct of said Peter S. Golden, ordered him to find
smeather place of abode to stay or live at.

Bt this defendant denies, that he was acting then, or at
ay ting, in collusion with said Elizabeth W. Golden, or
wthany fraudulent design alleged or imputed in said bill.

And this defendant submits and insists, that the disagree-
ddeconduct, profanity and improper habits of said Peter S.
(ddm were such, and had been so frequently repeated in
thepresence of this defendant, and Rebecca, his wife, and in 20
the presence of the young children, and their mother, re-
fared to in said bill, that the presence of said Peter S.
Glden was, and became highly detrimental, annoying and
ywias to this defendant, and Rebecca, his wife, as well as
tothe well-being and health of said wife and children of said
Rter S Golden, staying with this defendant on the farm ;
and this defendant denies, that the subject matter of the al-
legd agreerrent, referred to in said bill, had any connection
wththis defendant’s forbidding said Peter of stopping any
lager on the farm, on the occasion referred to in said bill. 30

And these defendants, in further answering, jointly and
severdlly deny, that the fact of said Peter S. Golden and his
wieand children, or either of them, staying or living on the
famat any time, or being permitted by said Samuel Knapp
tostay or abide there, was or is in any way by virtue or color
of the alleged written agreement in said bill, or the written
agreamat herein referred to in this answer.

And the said defendants, in further answering, jointly and
sevarally say, in response to the first interrogatory in said bill
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propounded to them, the said Samuel Knapp and Hizabeth
W. Golden, that there was a writing signed by said Same
Knapp, on or about the ninth day of March, a. d. eighteen
hundred and seventy-four, at the said office of Woodbridge
Strong, esquire, at New Brunswick, New dJersey, respecting
said farm at that time conveyed by said Peter S. Golden to
said Samuel Knapp.

And to the second interrogatory, Elizabeth W. Golden says
that she took, at that time, possession of said writing, receiv-

10 ing the same from said Strong, and not from said Golden,
but she does not now have its custody or possession ar
control.

And to the third interrogatory, she says she did not destroy
the said writing : that it was in her room for a while, whare
she and said Peter S. Golden frequently were in the habit of
being; that she did not have any particular care of the
paper; that it was during the time she remembers of its
being in that place, easy or accessible for said Peter S
Golden to take it and keep possession or dispose of it; that

20 she cannot now account for its whereabouts, because she does
not know what became of it, and if lost or destroyed ge
does not know how such loss or destruction occurred.

And to the fourth interrogatory, she answers and says she
neither delivered nor handed it to said Samuel Knapp.

And in answer to the fifth interrogatory she says, she does
not know and does not believe that said Samuel Knapp hes
had the custody, control or possession of the said writing
since its being signed.

And the said Samuel Knapp, in answer to the same inter-

30 rogatory, says he had not had the control, possession or cus-
tody of said writing at any time.

And in answering to the sixth interrogatory, she says she
does not know that said Samuel Knapp saw said writing at
any time after it was signed, and she does not believe he did

And the said Samuel Knapp, in answering to the same in-
terrogatory, says he did not see the writing, at any time after
it was signed.

And in answer to seventh interrogatory, they jointly and
*severally answer and say that the said writing did not pro-
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vide that the said Samuel Knapp should convey said farm to
sad Elizabeth W. Golden and the children of herself and said
Pter S, Golden ; and that it did not provide that such con-
veyaree should be made at or within eighteen months from
thedate of said writing, or at any other time in reference to
sad children.

And in answer to the eighth interrogatory, they jointly and
severally say that the writing referred to did not provide that
thesaid Samuel Knapp should convey said farm, as referred
to in the seventh interrogatory, free and clear of all encum-
brarce

And the said Samuel Knapp, in further answering, says
thet although the said seven thousand dollar mortgage above
referved to, was written in the name of Samuel Knapp, as
being the mortgagee therein, yet said principal money therein
expressed was and  is the money of said Samuel P. Knapp,
standing in the name of said Samuel Knapp in said mortgage,
ad were and are funds of said Samuel P. Knapp ; and that
although the deed of mortgage was made to said Samuel
Knapp, yet the moneys expressed in the last aforesaid mort-
g have never been paid to said Samuel P. Knapp, or to
Same Knapp.

And this defendant, Samuel Knapp, submits and insists
thet the amount of said seven thousand dollars and interest
thareon from the date of the last aforesaid mortgage, was and
isalien and encumbrance on said farm.

And that all the moneys paid by said Samuel Knapp and

me P. Knapp, or either of them, on said mortgage holden

ysaid John Golden, together with lawful interest thereon,
vaeand are advancements made on the last aforesaid mort-
g, as part of the original consideration .or price of said

rdthat all moneys advanced, and all expenses incurred
ysad Samuel Knapp and said' Samuel P. Knapp, or either
?iten for suPPorf and maintenance, and for or on be-
of said Peter S. Golden and his wife and children, should
eaead to be paid, with lawful interest thereon, by the said

S Golden, to each of said Samuel Knapp and Samuel
mPP>the respective parties, who have advanced and

D
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supplied and incurred the same; and that all said moneys
should, as between the said Peter S. Golden and Elizabeth W.
Golden and her children, and this said Samuel Knapp, be
declared to be a first lien and encumbrance on said farm, s
a protection and reimbursement thereof to the said Samuel
Knapp and Samuel P. Knapp respectively, prior to any al-
leged claim or right of said complainants, or either of them
and prior to any right or interest referred to in and by sad
bill as being in said Elizabeth W . Golden in said farm.

And these defendants, in further answering, jointly and
severally submit and insist that the said Samuel Knapp ought
not to be compelled by decree of this honorable court, specifi-
cally to perform the alleged agreement or writing referred to
in said bill of complaint, or to make any title or conveyance
of said farm and premises to said Elizabeth W. Golden for
her life, and then to her said children, as prayed for in sad
bill of complaint, or to deliver any deed or conveyance in
order to carry out the intention alleged or sought for by the
complainants in said bill of complaint.

And these defendants, in further answering, jointly and
severally submit and insist that, the premises considered, the
said deed of conveyance made by said Peter S. Golden to said
Samuel Knapp, ought not to be decreed to be set aside, or to
be given up, or surrendered to said Peter S. Golden, ort a
the record thereof should in any wise be canceled or dec ar
void, but that the same should remain in full force.

And the said defendant, Samuel Knapp, in respect to a
the moneys advanced by him for said Peter S.
premises, and in respect to all expense incurre X
Samuel Knapp for and on account of said Peter . 0 e
and his family, or either of them, and in the answer re er
to, and in respect to his rights and interest in t e sai ’
craves leave to have the same benefit therefor herein as
the said Samuel Knapp, had specially pleaded or e
bill on account thereof in said suit. .. i i}

s

And these defendants, in further answering, jointly
severally submit and insist that the writing or agi’
described herein by said Elizabeth W. Golden, was fra
lently procured by the said Peter S. Golden, and

s
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oonduct of said Peter S. Golden, in and by his threats and
vidlence at and towards said Elizabeth W. Golden, whereby
dewes suddenly impelled by him to procure the signature
of siid Samuel Knapp, her father, advanced in years and
uisad to such business, to the writing or agreement last
aforesaid, was contrary to equity and good conscience, and
fraudulent as to the rights of said Samuel Knapp ; and that
thesignature of said Samuel Knapp was procured thereto by
duress, practiced, at the time, on said Elizabeth W. Golden,
hysaid PeterS. Golden. And the said Samuel Knapp craves
the sane benefit therefor herein for himself as if he had
specially pleaded herein on account thereof.

And these defendants jointly and severally say and insist,
thet for the reason, and under the circumstances aforesaid,
they are advised, and insist that the said complainants, or
dgther of them, are not entitled to any relief sought for by
themin their said bill of complaint against these defendants,
a either of them, touching the matters complained of in
sadbill.

And these defendants jointly and severally deny all and
all manner of unlawful combinations and confederacy where-
with they, or either of them, are, or is, by the said bill,
charged; without this, that there is any other .matter, cause,
a thing, in the bill of complaint contained, material or
reocssary for these defendants, or either of them, to make
arswer unto, and not herein and hereby well and sufficiently
answered, confessed, traversed, and“avoided or denied, as true
tothe knowledge or belief of these defendants, or either of
tem All which matters and things these defendants are
ready and willing to aver, maintain, and prove, as this hon-
arabdle court shall direct, and jointly and severally pray to be
eree dismissed, with their reasonable costs and charges, in
1isbehalf most wrongfully sustained.

R. ALLEN, Jk.,
Solicitor and of Counsel with Defendants.

A jfew Jersey—Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W. Golden,
eendants within named, being duly sworn, on their oaths
toy) that the matters and things set forth in thé within

20
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answer, so far as they relate to their own acts, are true, and
so far as they relate to the acts of other persons, they believe
them, to be true.

Samuel Kna pp.
E. W. Gold en .

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, at Red Bank, ths
thirteenth day of May, A. 4. eighteen hundred and seventy-
SIX.

David Harvey, dJr,,
Master in Chancery of New Jersey.

Answer of Samuel P. Knapp.

[Filed June I, 1876.]

The answer of Samuel P. Knapp, one of the defendants, to
the bill of complaint of Peter S. Golden and others, com

plainants.

This defendant, now and at all times hereafter, saving and
reserving to himself all manner of benefit and advantage o
exception to the many errors and insufficiencies in the conyplain
ants’ said bill of complaint contained, for answer thereto, or unto
so much and such parts thereof as this defendant is advisedis
material for him to make answer unto, he answers and says
that he admits that Peter S. Golden did own the farm an®
premises described in the complainants’ bill, by a 0
conveyance from his father, the said John Golden.

The defendant, in further answering, admits, that the sa
complainants, Peter S. Golden, and Elizabeth W. “al®
sister of this defendant, were married at the time mention
in the complainant’s bill, and have had three cliil ren
stated in said bill. " ,

The defendant, in further answering, admits, t a *
were two mortgages given by the said Deter S. 0
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sadfarm and premises: one to the said John Golden for ten
thousand dollars, with interest, the other to the said Samuel
Knapp for seven thousand dollars; but he denies the last
mentioned mortgage to said Samuel Knapp was not to
bear interest; that this defendant advanced the money for
which the seven thousand dollar mortgage was given, and the
said mortgage for seven thousand dollars was due and owing
fromsaid Peter S. Golden and wife to this defendant.

The defendant, in further answering, admits, that the said
defendant, Samuel Knapp, and wife, conveyed the farm and
pemises mentioned in the said bill, to this defendant, by deed
of date mentioned in the bill; but denies, that on or about
the date of that deed, or at any other time, this defendant
oonspired with the said Samuel Knapp, or with any other
pasm at that time, or at any other time, to defraud the
complainants, or either of them, or to interfere in any way
with the rights of the complainants, or either of them, and
denties that he was privy to or had any knowledge or intima-
timthat there was any agreement or writing, as alleged in
tkebill of complaint, between the said Samuel Knapp and
Hizabeth W. Golden, or the complainant, Peter S. Golden.

.And the defendant, in further answering, says, that prior
tothe execution of the deed of conveyance from the said
Pdaer S. Golden and wife to the said Samuel Knapp, for the
farmand premises in said bill mentioned, the defendant, at
the request of the said Peter S. Golden and his wife, the
ggerof this defendant, this defendant was in negotiation for
ahouse and ot for the said Peter S. Golden and his wife to
hein, in the city of New York, if said Peter would reform
his habits, as he has promised this defendant to do, and that

fore his negotiations were completed the said Peter S.
golden came to see this defendant, and said his wife, the
gsterof this defendant, wanted this defendant to come to

ewBrunswick; that in order to visit his father and see

Is said sister, this defendant, a few days before the exe-
ouion of the conveyance from the said complainant, Peter

* olden, and his wife, to the said Samuel Knapp, this
oendant went to New Brunswick, New dJersey; that

61{jf$ Peter S. Golden and his wife and children were
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at that time living with the said Samuel Knapp, in New
Brunswick; that the said Peter S. Golden came to ths
defendant and wanted him to purchase his said farm, saying,
that it was heavily encumbered, and that there was a large
amount of interest in arrear due on the mortgage encum
brance, and that he, the said Peter S. Golden, was unable to
pay and satisfy the encumbrances and accrued interest then
due on said mortgages, for want of sufficient means, and had
na one to call upon to help him out of his trouble and finan-

10 cial difficulties. That, at first, this defendant refused to re-
gotiate for said premises, or to have anything to do with the
purchase of said farm and premises, but, after being impor-
tuned by the said Peter S. Golden at the house of this defend-
ant’s father, the said Samuel Knapp, and on this defendant’s
way to the depot at New Brunswick, on his way back to
New York, where this defendant was engaged in business,
and while at the depot in New Brunswick, this defendant
agreed with the complainant, Peter S. Golden, to purchase
his said farm in Holmdel township, Monmouth county, for

20 the sum of seventeen thousand dollars, without any conditions
whatever, or any agreement, except an absolute barter and
sale, and without any mortgage and deed, and any conference
or agreement with this defendant’s father, the said Samuel
Knapp. The agreement between this defendant and the said
Peter S, Golden at the depot in New Brunswick, at the time
of the purchase of said farm by this defendant of said Golden
was, that this defendant should pay to the father of the com
plainant, John Golden, five thousand dollars on his mortgage
of ten thousand dollars on said farm, on the first day of April,

30 A. D. eighteen hundred and seventy-four, and the balance o
five thousand dollars on the first day of April, A. d. eighteen
hundred and seventy-five, which, with the seven thousan
dollars secured by mortgage on the said farm and premises
by mortgage belonging to this defendant, was in full oi ie
purchase money of said premises.

And this defendant, in further answering, denies, as isa
leged in said bill, that there was no consideration f°r@&l~
farm and premises paid by this defendant, but this de en a
expressly charges that he paid a full and fair considerati
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for said farm and premises, by assuming and agreeing to pay,
the mortgage of said John Golden and the mortgage of seven
thousard dollars held by Samuel Knapp, belonging to this
defendant; that this defendant advanced to the said Samuel
Knapp the said sum of seven thousand dollars out of his own
moey and from his own resources; and the said Samuel
Knapp held the said mortgage for the use and benefit, and
subject to the control and disposition of this defendant

And this defendant, in further answering says, that he de-
nesthat he had any agreement with the said Peter S. Golden
nregard to the purchase of said farm, except as hereinbefore
stated; and he denies any knowledge or notice of any agree-
met, either verbally or in writing, as alleged in the complain-
atshbill, between the said complainant, Peter S. Golden,
and the defendants, Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W. Golden.
And this defendant expressly charges, that he purchased said
faimwith his own money, without any conditions whatever,
ardat no time entered into any agreement of condition with
thesaid Peter S. Golden or his said wife, in reference to the
purchase of said farm and premises, nor did he empower or
authorize any one else to make or enter into any agreement
inregard to the same; that the purchase and sale was abso-
Iute and fixed, without any condition or reservation what-
ever; that, if there was any agreement, as stated in said bill
of complaint, between the said Peter S. Golden and the said
defendants, Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W. Golden, it was
without the knowledge, authority, or consent of this defend-
at. That, after the purchase of said farm by this defendant,
this defendant went immediately to the city of New York
ard wrote to his father, the said Samuel Knapp, that he had
purchased of said Golden his said farm, and that he could not
bein New Brunswick at the execution of the papers, and for
the defendant, Samuel Knapp, the father of this defendant,
togo to a lawyer and have a deed drawn to himself for the said
farmwhich he had purchased of said Golden, and this defend-
atwould look after the payment of the same, as had been
agreed upon between this defendant and said Golden.

And this defendant, in further answering, says that he de-
nies that he was, is or has been acting in collusion or con-
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spiracy as intimated or insinuated in said bill of complaint, to
defeat the enforcement of the agreement referred to insad
bill, or to keep the title to said farm in the said Sm#
Knapp, or any one else, to defraud the complainants, orether
of them, to their right, if any, in said farm ; that this defend-
ant has no knowledge of said agreement or writing, exgt
what he has lately obtained about the time of the commence-
ment of these proceedings ; and he charges that the conplain-
ants have no rights or interest whatever in said farm; that
this defendant purchased the farm of the complainant, Rter
S. Golden, and paid for it by assuming the encumbrances, the
most of which have since been paid off by this defendant;
and that if any agreement or writing was entered into e
tween the complainant, Peter S. Golden, or the ddendants
Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W. Golden, it was enteredirto
without the consent or knowledge of this defendant ; and ths
defendant charges that he is not in any way bound by ay
actual or pretended agreement between the said Peter S Gd-
den and the defendants, Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W
Golden.

And this defendant, in further answering, says that heds
nies that he took said conveyance, subject in any wise to
rights of the complainants, or is equitably bound to paform
any agreement of his father, Samuel Knapp, or to join wth
him in a deed of conveyance of said farm and premises totte
said Elizabeth W. Golden and her said children. And ths
defendant submits and insists that the said complainants, mr
the said Samuel Knapp, nor the said Elizabeth W. Glden
have not now, and never have had, any right or interest n
said farm and premises since the purchase of the same by ths
defendant, except such as they have derived from him, astre
owner of said premises.

And this defendant, in further answering, says that tre
complainants never had any possession of said premises dter
the purchase of the same by this defendant; that the ddend
ant was compelled, for a long time before his purchase of sad
farm and after the purchase of the same, to make large ad
vancements to the said Peter S. Golden for his support ad
the support of his wife and children ; that said Golden wes
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inddert and of intemperate habits; and this defendant per-
mitted the said Golden to live on said farm in order to try
and reform him, and for the purpose of the health of his
famly and children.

And this defendant, in further answering, submits and in-
s¢sthat the conveyance made by Peter S. Golden to Samuel
Knapp, ought not to be set aside, and ought not to be decreed
tobegiven up or surrendered to said Peter S. Golden ; and
liesubnits and insists that the record thereof ought not to be
cancdded or declared void.

And this defendant, in further answering, submits and in-
sdsthat the aforesaid deed, as well as the said deed to said
Smd P. Knapp, were and are each valid and binding, and
ought to continue uncanceled and unrevoked.

And this defendant, in further answering, submits and in-
s¢s that the complainants, or either of them, are not entitled
toany of the relief sought for in the complainants’ bill; and
dmiesthat the complainants, or either of them, had or have
ayright, either in law or equity, in said farm, or any part
therecf. 20

And this defendant, in further answering, submits and in-
sssthat he is entitled to a decree against said Peter S. Gol-
dm for all moneys he has advanced to and for the said Peter
8 Golden, according to the evidence to be submitted in this
ae

In answer to the first interrogatory propounded to this
defendart, Samuel P. Knapp, he answers and says, there was
anorey consideration paid by him for the conveyance to
My by Samuel Knapp, of the farm and premises de-
sorbed in said bill. - 30

That the same was paid by checks and notes.

That the checks referred to were payable at the Chatham
National Bank, New York city, as follows:

Feoruary 24th, 1868, check, . . . $1000 00
Mhrch 26th, 1868, note payable at the same bank, 2000 00
“ 30th, “ check, . . . . 3500 00
“ “ « e 500 00

Thet the above-named note was discounted at bank, and
aftarvards paid and taken up by this defendant.

E
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That the above amount, aggregating seven thousand dal-
lars, was in payment of the seven thousand dollar nortgage
which said Samuel Knapp held against said farm, and pad
off by this defendant.

That the aforesaid checks were payable to Samuel Knapp,
and the aforesaid note was payable to said Samuel Knapp.

That this defendant also paid five thousand dollars nore
of said purchase or consideration money, as follows:

March 28th, 1874, check* . . . . $2000 QO
“ 30th, “ « . . . .500 @
" 1 a note, . . . . . 1000 00
« 15th, “ “ . . . 500 0
April 1st, u u . . . . 1000 Q0
March 22d, 1875, check, ., . . . . 1000 0O
“ 29th, “ “ . . 850 0

That the above-stated checks were payable to said Samue
Knapp at the said Chatham National Bank of New York
city; that the aforesaid notes were payable to Samuel Knapp,
and subsequently paid by this defendant.

That five thousand dollars of the above consideration wes
payable on April 1st, 1874, and the residue payable on April
1st, 1875, and that the aggregate of the above sums comprises
the principal and interest, and was paid in full to sad
Samuel Knapp by this defendant.

That there yet remains on the premises thirty-five hun
dred dollars due on the mortgage holden by John Golden,
yet to be paid by the defendant to said John Golden.

That all the aforesaid moneys paid by the defendant, were
moneys belonging exclusively to this defendant, and obtain
by him from his own resources and from his own business.
This defendant does not now remember in whose presence
said moneys were paid by him, except this defendant an
said Samuel Knapp. Some of the checks and vouchers were
sent by mail.

That none of said moneys was for any money at any tine
due from Samuel P. Knapp, this defendant, to his fat e>
Samuel Knapp, for the whole or any part of the consi ea
tion of any farm in Piscataway township, Middlesex county.

New dJersey.
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That said Samuel Knapp has never conveyed to this de-
fendert, Samuel P. Knapp, any farm in Piscataway town-
ship

In response to the second interrogatory propounded to this
defendant, he answers and says, that he, this defendant, had
Dt any knowledge or information, prior to the fifth day of
January, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, of the agreement
refared to in said bill of complaint, to convey by said. Samuel
Krapp.

Inresponse to the third interrogatory propounded to this
defendant, the said Samuel P. Knapp answers and says, he
didnot, a few days before the conveyance by Peter S. Golden
to said Samuel Knapp, of the farm in question, advise or
oosult with Peter S. Golden, at New Brunswick, in relation
tosuch conveyance to said Samuel P. Knapp, and re-convey-
ace by him to said Elizabeth W. Knapp and her children,
ard this defendant did not urge said Peter to give said Samuel
Knapp a deed for said farm for a year.

In response to the fourth interrogatory propounded to this
defendant, he answers and says, he did not transact his
father’s financial business at the time of the conveyance of
sad farm, or since then, but says he is familiar with his
father’s business, to some extent, and says his father did not
cosult with him about the conveyance of the farm, and his
father did not inform him by letter, or otherwise, that he was
to convey the farm to said Elizabeth W. Golden and her
children, and did not give this defendant any information, at
ay time, on that subject, except that, about the time of the
beginning of this suit, said Samuel Knapp informed this de-
fendart he did not know of any such agreement.

In response to the fifth interrogatory propounded to this
defendant, he answers and says, that he was not, at any time
piar to January fifth, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, in-
forred or told by his sister, either verbally or in writing,
thet said property was to be conveyed by said Samuel Knapp
tosaid Elizabeth, or to said Elizabeth W. Golden and her
children

In response to the sixth interrogatory propounded to this
defendant, he answers and says, he did not advise said Peter
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S. Golden, at his office, number 957 Sixth avenue, New York
city, on several occasions, or on any occasion between June,
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, and December, eighteen
hundred and seventy-four, to submit to the conduct of sad
Samuel Knapp in the management of the farm for that year,
because that, in the next year, he, the said Samuel Knapp,
would be obliged to give it up, or words to that effect; thet
this defendant did not say that Samuel Knapp would ke
obliged, in the next year, to give it up, or words to that dfect.

In response to the seventh interrogatory propounded toths
defendant, he answers and says, he did have some conversa-
tion with Peter S. Golden upon the subject of his relations with
said Samuel Knapp, this defendant’s father, in respect to the
farm ; that, in the spring of the year eighteen hundred and
seventy-five, said Peter S. Golden had a conversation with
this defendant, in which said Peter S. Golden referred to his
business in New York having become of small value, and
not paying his expenses, and thus he had been and hadbe
come an expense to this defendant, and did not know how

20 he could repay or reimburse this defendant for what he owed

30

this defendant, and he requested of the defendants permission
to go and work as a hand on the farm, if no other way, or ke
would go West, or to California; and this defendant told
said Peter S. Golden, in substance, that he might go and wark
on the farm, provided he would reform his habits, keep sober,
and abstain from intemperance, and not have contention with
(my) the defendant’s old father; and that, as soon as he first
allowed himself to become under the influence of liquor, he
must absent himself from the premises, as this defendant
would not be willing to allow this defendant’s father and
mother and family to be annoyed or worried by said Peters
habits and way of life, as they had been by him before.

And in further response to said seventh interrogatory, this
defendant further answers and says, he did not have any con-
versation with said Peter S. Golden in relation to the convey-
ance of the farm by said Samuel Knapp to said Peter
Golden or his family.

And this defendant denies all unlawful combination and con
federacy in said bill charged ; without that, that any ot er
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mitter or thing, material for this defendant to make, answer
uto and not herein or hereby well and sufficiently answered,
onfessed or avoided, traversed or denied, is true to the knowl-
edeor belief of this defendant. "

All which matters and things this defendant is ready to
aver, maintain and prove as this honorable court shall direct,
ard humbly prays that such a decree may be made by this
honorable court as will fully protect the rights and interest
ard property of this defendant in the premises, and such other
dexee as this honorable court shall deem equitable and just; 10
and that the complainants’ bill may be dismissed, with cost
inthis behalf most wrongfully sustained.

CHAS. HAIGHT.
Sicitor and of counsel with the defendant, Samuel P. Knapp.

New Jersey, ss—

Samuel P. Knapp, being duly sworn according to law, on
hisoath saith—that the facts and allegations in the within
arsver set forth and contained, so far as they relate to the
atsand deeds of this defendant, are true ; and so far as they
rdate to the acts and deeds of other persons, he believes them 20
tobe true.

S. P. Kna pp.

Sworn and subscribed before me, this 31st day of May, A.
1876. L
John dJ. E1 v, M, 6

Replication.

[Filed June 29, 1876.]

The replication of Peter S. Golden, and Florence Golden,
Sanmuel P. Golden and William J. Golden, infants, &c.,
by their next friend, Peter S. Golden, complainants, to the 30
answers of Samuel Knapp, and Rebecca, his wife, Eliza-
beth W. Golden, and of Samuel P. Knapp, defendants.
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These repliants, saving and reserving to themselves, all ad
all manner of advantage of exception to the manifold insuffi-
ciencies of the said answers, for replication thereunto, sy,
that they will aver and prove their said bill to be true, catan
and sufficient in the law to be answered unto : and that the
said answers of the said defendants are uncertain, untrue ad
insufficient to be replied unto by these repliants; without
that, that any other matter or thing whatsoever in the sad
answer contained, material or effectual in the law tobere
plied unto, confessed and avoided, traversed or denied, is
untrue ; all which matters and things these repliants ae
and will be ready to aver and prove, as this honorable cout
shall direct ; and humbly pray, as in and by their said hill
they have already prayed.

¥M . H. VREDENBURGH,
Solicitor for and of counsel with complainant.

Final Decree.

[Filed February 3, 1877.]

This cause coming on to be heard in the presence of Wil-
liam H. Vredenburgh, solicitor and of counsel with the com
plainants, and of Robert Allen, Jr., solicitor for and of
counsel with the defendants, Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W
Golden, and Charles Haight, solicitor for and of counsel with
the defendant, Samuel P. Knapp, before this court, and the
court having heard the evidence of the witnesses orally, and
the other proofs in the cause, and arguments of the respective
counsel upon the issues made by the bill, answers and repli-
cation in this cause; and it appearing to the court by the sad
evidence and pleadings, that there was an agreement in wnt-
ing, duly made and executed by the said Samuel Rnapp to
the said Peter S. Golden, on the ninth day of March, a. a*
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, and on the same day ®
livered to the said Elizabeth W. Golden, at the request of e
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sid Peter S. Golden, by which the said Samuel Knapp, for a
valuable and sufficient consideration to him then passing there-
for and by him then received, agreed that he would, within
eighteen months from that day, convey to the said Elizabeth
W. Golden, for her life and to the heirs of her body, all that
cartain farm and real estate, situate in the township of Holm-
dd, in the county of Monmouth, and State of New Jersey,
oontaining one hundred and ninety-eight (198) acres and fifty-
one hundredths of an acre, (198%),) excepting thereout a tract
of two acres and thirty-one hundredths of an acre, conveyed
to the said Peter S. Golden by John Golden and wife, by
dead, dated April fifteenth, A. d. eighteen hundred and sixty-
four, recorded in Book 176 of Heeds, folios 224, & c.; except-
ing also, three small lots conveyed by John Golden to Peter
Smith, Daniel Lewis and Owen McCann, to which several
deeds, for a further description thereof, reference is hereby
had; also, a tract of salt meadow, situated in the township of
Middletown, county of Monmouth aforesaid, called Shoal
Harbor or Big Meadow Lot, containing twelve acres, more or
less one-half of which descended to John Golden from his
father, and the other half of which was purchased of his sister.

And it also appearing to the court that the defendant, Sam-
ud P. Knapp, had due notice and full knowledge of the ex-
istence of said agreement, and of the rights and equities of
the said complainants thereunder, at and before the acceptance
and delivery of the deed from said Samuel Knapp to him for
said farm and real estate ; and the court being of opinion that
the complainants, the said Florence Golden, Samuel P. Gol-
den and William J. Golden, the infant children of the said
Pater S. Golden and Elizabeth W. Golden, are entitled to the
specific performance of the said article of agreement on the
part of the said defendants, Samuel Knapp and Samuel P.
Knapp, and to the enforcement of the trusts therein expressed ;
and to that end, that a trustee should be appointed by this
oourt to hold the fee of said farm and real estate for and
during the lifetime of the said Elizabeth W. Golden, for the
berefit of the heirs of her body :

It is, on this third day of February, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, by
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Theodore Runyon, Chancellor of the State of New Jersey
ordered, adjudged and decreed, and the said Chancellor, by
virtue of the power and authority of this court, doth order
adjudge and decree, that the said agreement be in all things
specifically performed by the said Samuel Knapp, and that
the said Samuel Knapp and Samuel P. Knapp do, within
thirty days from the date of this decree, make, execute and
acknowledge, in due form of law, and deliver to the said
Elizabeth W. Golden, wife of the said Peter S. Golden, a
proper conveyance, to vest in her an estate for and during
the term of her natural life, in said land and premises, and
that they (the said Samuel and Samuel P. Knapp) do dlso
at the same time, make, execute and acknowledge, in due
form of law, and deliver to William H. Hendrickson, of
Middletown, Monmouth county, New Jersey, (who is hereby
appointed a trustee to hold the fee of said lands, for and
during the lifetime of the said Elizabeth W. Golden, for the
benefit of the heirs of her body,) a good and sufficient deed
for the said farm and real estate herein above particularly
described, and so expressed as that, by the terms and limita-
tions thereof, the fee of said farm and real estate shall be held
by said trustee during the life of the said Elizabeth W.
Golden, in trust for the heirs of her body, and on her death
conveyed to and vested in them (subject to such interest and
estate as the said Peter S. Golden may have in said lands, in
case he should survive the said Elizabeth W. Golden).

And that the said Samuel Knapp and Samuel P. Knapp
deliver, at the same time, to the said Elizabeth W. Golden,
possession of the said farm and real estate, and that the costs
of the complainants, and so much of the bill for printing the
evidence in this cause as has been paid by complainants, be
paid by the said defendant, Samuel Knapyp to the solicitor of
the complainants, and that complainants serve a copy of this
decree upon the defendants, or their solicitors, within ten
days from the date hereof, and either party-is to be at liberty
to apply to this court for further directions or relief in the

premises, as occasion shall require.
Theodore Runyon, C

I respectfully advise the foregoing decree.
A. Y. Van Fleet, V. C
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Petition of Appeal. .

[Filed February 24, 1877.]

Tothe Honorable the Court of Appeals, in the last resort in

The humble petition of Samuel Knapp, Elizabeth W.
Golden, and Samuel P. Knapp, the appellants in the above-
stated cause, respectiully shows, that your petitioners find
themselves aggrieved hy the final decree made in the Court
of Chancery, by his Honor Theodore Runyon, Chancellor
of New Jersey, hearing date the third day of February, in 10
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, wherein the
said Florence Golden, Samuel P. Golden, and William J.
Golden, infants, by Peter S. Golden, their next friend, were
complainants, and the said Samuel Knapp, Elizabeth W.
Golden, and Samuel P. Knapp, were defendants, in this
respect, to w it:

That the said decree adjudges that there was an agreement
in writing, duly made and executed by the said Samuel
Knapp to the said Peter S. Golden, on the ninth day of
March, .. a. eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and on the 20
same day delivered to said Elizabeth W . Golden, at the
request of said Peter S. Golden, by which the said Samuel
Knapp, for a valuahle and sufficient consideration, to him
then passing therefor, and by him received, agreed that he
would, within eighteen months from that day, convey to the
said Elizaheth W . Golden, for her life, and to the heirs of
erbody, all that certain farm and real estate situate in the
township of Holmdel, in the county of Monmouth and State
d AewlJersey, as laid down on a map of the farm helong-
ingto John Golden and Ann Holmes, heirs of Elias Golden, 30
jceased, surveyed in June, eighteen hundred and twenty-
onr, except the east line, surveyed in June, A. a. eighteen
nn red and twenty-five, by John Patterson, Esq., and laid
J*Wn a maP made by Leonard Walling, as follows:

ginning at a locust tree and a settled corner, thence (1)

F
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south, twenty degrees east, seventeen chains and ninety-eight
links, to a stone; thence (2) south, eighty-six degrees am
thirty minutes west, fifty links; thence (3] south, nineteen
degrees and thirty minutes east, thirty-two chains and thirty-
two links, to a stake; thence (4) south, sixty-three degrees
and fifteen minutes west, twenty-three chains and thirteen
links; thence (3) south, three degrees and twenty-seven min-
utes east, seven chains; thence (6) north, forty-one degrees
and forty-five minutes west, forty-five chains and sixty links,
to the brook; thence [7) along the brook or run of waterto
a maple stump; thence (8) north, fifty-seven degrees and
twenty-four minutes west, three chains and sixty-three links*
to a chestnut tree; thence (9] north, thirty-seven degrees and
siXx minutes east, six chains and eighty-three links; thence
[10) north, twenty-five degrees and forty-five minutes west
nine chains, to a locust tree, the northwest corner; thence
(11) north, eighty-seven degrees east, thirty-two chains and
seventy-one links, to the place of beginning, containing one-
hundred and ninety-eight (198) acres and fifty-one-hun-
dredths of an acre (198 51-100), excepting thereout a tract
of two acres and thirty-one-hundredths of an acre, conveyed
to the said Peter S, Golden by John Golden and wife, by
deed dated April fifteenth, A. «. eighteen hundred and sixty-
four, recorded in Book 176 of Deeds, folios 224, &c.; ex
cepting, also, three small lots, conveyed by John Golden to
Peter Smith, Daniel Lewis, and Owen McCann, to which
several deeds for a futher description thereof reference is
hereby had; also a tract of salt meadow, situated in the
township of Middletown, county of Monmouth, afore
said, called Shoal Harbor, or Big Meadow Lot, con
taining twelve acres, more or less, one-half of which
descended to John Golden from his father, and the
other half of which was purchased of his sister. And
also that said decree adjudges that the defendant, Samuel

P. Knapp, had due notice and full knowledge of the exist-

ence of said agreement, and of the rights and equities of the
said complainants thereunder, at and before the acceptance
and delivery of the deed from said Samuel Knapp to him for
said farm and real estate, and also that said decree adjudyes
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that the said complainants, Florence Golden, Samuel P.
Golden, and W illiam J. Golden, infant children of the said
Peter S. Golden and Elizabeth W . Golden, are entitled to
the specific merformance of the said article of agreement on
thepart of said defendants, Samuel Knapp and Samuel P.
Knapp, and to the enforcement of the trusts therein expressed,
and to that end that a trustee should bhe appointed by this
court to hold the fee of said farm and real estate for and
during the lifetime of the said Elizabeth W . Golden, for the
benefit of the heirs of her body; and also that said decree
adjudges that the said agreement be in all things specifically
performed by the said Samuel Knapp, and that said Samuel
Knapp and Samuel P. Knapp do, within thirty days from
the date of said decree, make, execute, and acknowledge in
due form of law, and deliver to the said Elizabeth W . Golden,
wife of the said Peter S. Golden, a proper conveyance to vest
inher an estate for and during the term of her natural life
n said land and premises, and that they, the said Samuel
and Samuel P. Knapp, do also, at the same time, make, exe-
cute, and acknowledge, in due form of law, and deliver to
William H. Hendrickson, of Middletown, Monmouth county,
New Jersey, who was thereby appointed a trustee to hold the
fee of said lands for and during the lifetime of the said Eliza-
bethW. Golden, for the henefit of the heirs of her body, a
good and sufficient deed for the said farm and real estate
herein above particularly described; and so expressed as that,
by the terms and limitations thereof, the fee of said farm and
real estate shall be held by said trustee during the life of the
said Elizabeth W . Golden, in trust for the heirs of her bhody,
and on her death conveyed to and vested in them, subject to
such interest and estate as the said Peter S. Golden'may have
m said lands, in case he should survive the said Elizabeth
W. Golden.

And that the said Samuel Knapp and Samuel P. Knapp
deliver at the same time, to the said Elizabeth W . Golden,
nossession of the said farm and real estate, and that the costs
ofthe complainants, and so much of the hill for printing the
evidence in this cause as has been paid by complainants, be
paid by the said defendant, Samuel Knapp, to the solicitor

20
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of the complainants, and that complainants serve a copy of
this decree upon the defendants or their solicitors, within ten
days from the date hereof. Your petitioners therefore pray
that the said decree of the said Chancellor may he, in the par-
ticulars aforesaid, reversed, set aside, and for nothing liolden,
and that your petitioners may have such relief in the prem-
ises as to this honorahle court shall seem meet.

Solicitor of S. Kmapp and Elizabeth W . Golden.

CHAS. HRAIGHT,

Solicitor and ofcounsel with S. P. Knapp.

Appeal.

[Filed February 24, 1877.]

The defendants, Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W. Golden
and Samuel P. Knapp, hereby appeal from all the final
decree made in this court, in the ahove stated cause, and the
whole thereof, to the Court of Appeals, in the last resort in

all causes.
R. ALLEN, IJr,

Solicitor and of counsel with Samuel Knapp and Elizabeth W.

Golden, defendants.

CHAS. HRAIGHT,
Solicitor and counselfor Samuel P. knanp, d(fﬂld(mt.

I conceive there is good cause for appeal in the abouve

stated cause.
A. C. MCcLEAN,

R. ALLEN, Jb,

CHAS. HAIGHT,
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Answer to Petition of Appeal.

[Filed March 24,1877.]

And hereupon, after the filing of the petition of appeal hy
the defendants, Samuel Knapp, Samuel P. Knapp and Eliza-
heth W. Golden, to wit, on the twenty-fourth day of March,
A. d. eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, bhefore the honor-
able, the Court of Errors and Appeals, in the last resort, of
the State of New Jersey, at the city of Trenton, comes the
said Florence Golden, Samuel P. Golden and William 1J.
Golden, infants,by Peter S. Golden, their next friend, and by 10
Wm. H. Vredenburgh, their solicitor, and say there is no
error in the parts of the said final decree bearing date the third
day of February, A. D. eighteen hundred and seventy-seven,
mentioned and set forth in the petition of appeal of the said
appellants, and they pray that the court may proceed to ex-
amine the matters aforesaid, embraced in said petition of
appeal, and that the decree aforesaid given may, in all things
appealed'from, he affirmed with costs.

WM. H. VREDENBURGH,

Solicitor and of counsel with respondents. 20
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10
Between
Peter §. Gol den, and
Florence Golde n, and
Samuel P. Gol den, and
Wil liam J. Gol de n,
Complainants,
and >0n Bill-, &c.
Samuel Knapp and
Rebecca his wife, and
Samuel P. Knapp, and
Elizabeth W . Gol den, and
John Golde n, 20

Before His Honor, A. V.Van Fleet,Vice Chancellor.

Wm. H.Vrede nburgh ,Esu. for complainant; General
Haight and R. Allen, Esa., for defendants.

Mr. Vre denburgh read bill. M r. Allen read answer.

EVIDENCE FOR COMPLAINANT.

WOODBRIDGE STRONG, SWORN. 30

0. By M r. Vredenburgh. Mr. Strong, you are a
counsellor at law, practicing in New Brunswick, and were
such in March, 18742 . VYes, sir.

0. | show you a deed which appears to bhe in your
handwriting? I[Showing witness deed marked exhibit
“A” for complainant, from Peter S. Golden and wife, to
Samuel Knapp, dated March oth, 18641 1. Yes, sir;
hut that is not in my handwriting.
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0. It is witnessed by vou ? a. Yes, sir; but itis
filled up by my son Edward, and it is witnessed and ac-
knowledged by myself.

0. By defendants’ counsel W hat is the date of it?

A. March 9th.

0- Further Direct. And itiswitnessed and acknowl-

edged hy you 2 . Yes, sir.

Q. Were you acquainted with Samuel Knapp, who

formerly lived at New Brunswick? a. Yes, sir; 1
have known him a great many years.

o. Do you remember the occasion of the witnessing
ofthat deed by you, and the parties before you ? a. | do.

o. Please state who they were ? a. SamuelKnapp
and his daughter, Mrs. Golden, and her husbhand; her
husband was introduced to me, Peter S. Golden ; I think
I had never seen him bhefore that occasion.

Q. Will you bring to mind, Judge, and state the
particulars and circumstances within your recollection as

Aranspired between these parties, how you came
to draw that deed, and what other papjers were executed,
and all the circumstances connected with that matter?
A. My recollection is that they came together, all three
ofthem, and some part of the matter was talked about
openly in the presence of the parties, and some portion of
the— (interrupted.)

o. One moment Judge,just there ; had you hefore
that time had any instruction from any one ahout drawing
the papers ? a. No, sir.

o. That was the first? a. | think that was the
first knowledge | had of the matter.

o. Well, sir, proceed ? a. | think Mr. Knapp
stated to me when he came in, that he desired to have a
deed from Peter S. Golden to him, Samuel Knapp, forthe
premises mentioned in this deed, and— (Interrupted.)

o. One moment. You stated that Mrs. Golden and
her husband and Samuel Knapp were there ; now was
Samuel P. Knapp there ? A. No, sir.
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@ Jjala yon any communication with Samuel P.
Knapp? a. No sir.

0. In reference to this matter, whatever ? a . None

atall in the transaction. | never heard of him in connec-
tion with it until within the lasttwo or three months.

. Well, sir, goon now ? a. ‘'Well the old gentle-
na Mr. Samuel Knapp, took me on one side, and said
substantially, that Golden was in the habit of drinking
more than he oughtto, and he feared he would waste his
property, and that he owed him a bond and mortgage on
ILJIB Itu in. -1x9 A

a You say he took you aside and said thati a .—
Yes, sir, and that he owed him a hond and mortgage on
this farm, and as thinygs were going he was afraid that his
daughter and her children would he thrown upon his
hands, ultimately, because of his son’'s intemperate habhits,
and because of his neglecting his farm and his business
interests. And he said that he desired to save this farm
from that contingency, and that a deed was to he made
from the son to him for that purpose ; then the matter
was talked over generally. Nothing was said in the pres-
ence of Golden about the intemperate hahits, but the fact
that it was for the interest of his wife and children that
the deed was to bhe made was talked of openly, and it
was also talked about, that the title should be re-conveyed
within the time which they designated,not to Mr. Golden
himself, hut to his wife and to her children, and that was
left as they seemed to have arranged it without any writ-
ing to secure and enforce that arrangement. And | saw
thatit left Mrs. Golden and her children unprotected, and
I suggested that that should be reduced to writing and I
offered to prepare such a paper, and I urged it as bheing
quite necessary.

o. You sayyou urged it? a. 1 urged it as gquite
necessary, hecause Mr. Knapp did not seem to think it
was necessary. He said he did notthink it was necessary
and his daughter was willing to leave it in that way, but
Mr. Golden adopted my views of the matter at once, and

10

20

30



10

20

4 IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY.

yet he did not press it as strenuously as || did. Finally
they all adopted my views and acquiesced in it, and then
| prepared a paper that was designed to accomplish the
obhject ] have spoken of. The paper and the deed were
prepared together. | think while my son Edward pre-
pared the deed | wrote the paper,and they were executed
as nearly contemporaneously as possible, and certainly at
that one time, and they were delivered at the same time.
I think that | delivered that paper, to Mrs. Golden. |
may have delivered it to Mr. Golden, but as Mrs. Golden
was the party of the second part, and as it was for her in-
terest, and her children’sinterest, my beliefis guite strong
that | gave it to her.

o. Can you state, and will you state as nearly as
you can, the terms ofthat agreement that was signed, as
| understand you, by Samuel Knapp ? a. VYes, sir.

0. By defendants’ counsel. Have you no copy ofit?
A. Ho, sir, 1 have not. opefendants’ counsel objected.

Plaintifts’ counsel asked that the testimony might he
given as the witness was anxious to leave hefore he pre-
pared the way for it.

The Vice Chancellor Said in order to let Judge Strong
go he would adm it the testimony, but if plaintiffs’ coun-
sel failed to make a proper case for the admission of the
secondary evidence, he should overrule it.

0. Further Direct. Proceed, sir. a . | think there
was a time specified in the agreement in which there was
to he a conveyance from Samuel Knapp to— (interrupted.)

0. By the Vvice chancellor. Give the time if you
can? a. | cannot do it, sir.

0. Further Direct. GCan you give an impression as to
the time, sir®? a . Except as |l get it from the papers;
but | have no independent recollection whatever. bpefen-
dants’ counsel objected.

o. Well proceed? . The whole estate was to
he conveyed, and my present helief and recollection, as
far as 1 can recollect it, is that the title was to be conveyed
to Mrs. Golden for her life, and that after her death it
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should go to her children, but whether the word heirs or
children was used in that agreement, | cannot state; but |
know well what the conversation and the intention was,
and | believe that 1 used the word children.

o. Did vou, or not, send down to the Clerk atFree-
hold, by letter of March 10th, 1871, or do you recollect
what, if anything, you did in reference to the mortgage of
$7,000 on that property ? opeiendants’ counsel
what Jludge Strong did. Objection overruled.

o. Proceed, Mr. Strong, with the statement of what
you did and what instructions vou had in reference to
that matter? a. Mr. Knapp directed me to cancel the
mortgage and to record that deed.

o. That is the father, Samuel Knapp? . VYes,
sir; and this refreshes my recollection in the matter.
The words u Recording fees paid,” which Is in my hand-
writing, and which 1Is at the foot of this deed, and that
was written at the time in my own handwriting and Mr.
Knapp paid me at the time; then | sent it for record,
and sent the mortgage for cancellation, by his direction,
at that time.

o. State if you can recollect anything in reference
asto what was to hecome of the encumbrances then upon
the property? a. | was directed to draw the deed so
that that should be assumed by Mr. Knapp.

o. Have you ever seen that agreement since ? a .
No, sir.

$. Is that the last connection you had with this
matter? a. Y es, sir.

o. As to the manner of the parties and whether any

threats or violence were used, can you state as to that,

Judge? Defendants’ counsel objected. Ohjection sustained.

0. I_h‘BVD“ given, Judge, all your recollection of
trettarsaction? ». 1 think 1 nave, sir.

o. Did the parties come together and go away to-
gether? a. Y es,sir.

o. Do youremember, Judge, whether there was any
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discussion as to whether they should make the agreement
ayear or eighteen months ? a. | cannot recollect.

o. Did you or not, send the deed for record atthe
same time you did the mortgage 2 . Yes, sir, | did.

o For cancellation® a. VYes, sir. | stated that
and | said that my memory was refreshed from the mem-
orandum | made at the foot of this deed, “ Record fees
paid,” and from my method of business in that connection.

. Who paid you for the services performed ? a.
Mr. Knapp.

o. Did he pay you at the time ? a. “es, sir.

0. Cross-Examined. By General Haight. You say,
Judge, that they all came to your office togetherd a.
Yes, sir.

o. When they first came there, did they tell you
what they wanted? A. Yes, sir; 1 think when they
first came there Mr. Knapp drew me on one side.

o. Mr. Knapp took you on one side, do you say?
an. Yes, sir.

o. Away from Golden and his wife 2 a. VYes, sir.

o. What did he say he wanted ? . He told me
that Mr. Golden, his son-in-law, had fallen into habits of
intemperance, and neglected his business interests, and
that he owed him a mortgage on this farm in question,
and that they had agreed that he should convey the prop,
erty to him.

o. Did he present the deed to you at that time ? a.
I think he did.

o. Was the deed in possession of Knapp at that
time? 1. VYes, sir.

o. Knapp handed you the deed and had a private
conversation with you ? a. | don’'t know who handed
me the deed, but it was present at that interview.

¢o. Between whom ? .. Between all parties.

¢o. Well, I am talking about when he came to your
office and talked with you alone. | understood you that
you and Mr. Knapp went by yourselves and had a private

conversation 2 .. Yes, Sir.
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o. And he told you that he wanted you to draw a
deed for the property upon which he held the mortgage ?
a. Yes, sir.

o. Did he then produce the deed to you 2 a. |
don’'t think he did.

0. This was copied from the old deed; there were
two deeds were not there 2 a. | think it was.

o. After you had the private conversation with him
you went hack to where Mr. and Mrs. Golden were 2 a .
Yes, sir. ;A

o. You had no farther conversation in reference to
drawing the deed there? a. VYes, sir; it was fully dis-
cussed.

o. Whatwas? a. The drawing of the deed.

o. What was there to discuss ahout the drawing of
thedeed ? a. They discussed the deed in gquestion, and
the arrangements were openly made bhefore me.

o. You had the deed at that time? a. |1 don’t
know that 1 had. | do not think I had.

§. Did you have aconversation after you went hack
with them, before the deed was given you? 1. Yes,
sir; it was all discussed except the factof the intemperate
habits of Golden.

o. Everything else was discussed ? a. Yes, sir.

o. That he was going to make the deed ? 2. Yes,
sir.

o. What was the consideration— the encumbrances
onthe property  a. The deed sets it out, 1 believe.

o. The amount of the encumhbrances was the con-
sideration, was it not ? a. The money consideration do
you mean ?

o. Yes,sir. a. I think the money consideration
was the amount of the encumbrances ; 1 am not sure.

o. After you went back the understanding was,you
were to draw7 the deed hetween the parties? 1. VYes,
sir.

Was anything said about the agreement at that
time, before the deed was executed 2 a. Mr. Golden

20
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said, | think, at that time—1 am very sure— that Mr
Knapp was to re-convey the property.

o. Did notMr. Golden call you out, on one side
and have a private interview with you 2 a. Ho, sir

o. He did not® a. Ho, sir; that was the verhal
arrangement about the re-conveyance, and the suggestion
came from me ; it did not come from Mr. Golden at all

o. The suggestion of the re-conveyance 2 a. No,
sir ; the suggestion of the written agreement; that was
my suggestion.

o. How did you come to suggest that— did they re-
quest you to make a written agreement 2 a. Ho, sir

o. Hot at the regquest of the parties ? a. Ho, sii
| thought it was my duty, as | was in attendance to se
that the interest of the parties was protected.

o Do you know, whether or not, that was a fair
and full consideration for the premises? a . Ho, sir.

o. Ifyou had, you would have thouuht they were
well protected, would notyou ® a. | don’'t know what
I would have thought, sir.

o. You did not inquire into that ? a. Ho, sir.

o. Mr. Golden suggested that it was to he re-con.
veyed 2 a. Ho, sir; I did not say so.

o. Who did? a. That was by the parties; Mr.
Knapp, as well as the others.

o. Well who talked about it ® a. AIl of them,
and they all agreed. | think there was only one matter
that | proposed in which they agreed, and that was the
writing of the agreement.

o- Was Mr. Knapp there all the time ? a. |
think so.

o. The whole time the conveyance wras made and
the agreement written ? a. He was there all the time
the matter was talked about as to what arrangement
should he made.

o. Did not Mr. Golden call you out on one side, a-
ter the deed was drawn and executed, and about the time
that the parties were going to leave, and state to you that
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there was an understanding to that effect, and you sug-
gested that the agreement should be drawn, and then they
came back into your office ® a. No, sir.

o. And did not Mr. Knapp at first decline to sign
teagreenexts . we did, at first.

o. Hedia, atfirst? a. ves, sir; he declined.

¢t Upon Whatground » a. Well he did not de-
diretonake theagreement, but ne declined to make it
inwiﬁlganim signn; and | urged that it should bhe
dl’f;tﬂ}lm I told him that a mere verbal agreement
pdedy could not ve proved in case of the death of Mr.
Kap axditmignt ne a very serious matter.

0. Didmr. Gotden and nis wife go off by them-
sdves befarem r. knapp consented to sign that agree-
ment, A0 havea talkk @ 2. When Mr. Knapp declined
tosgntheagreement, Mrs. Golden was perfectly willing
ottt hiSword in that matter, but her hushand was not:
lesened towant it to be in writing, and he did wTalk
vithhiswife into another office and talk with her.

o. Forsome time ? ». For two orthree minutes,
Ithik aaxlwnen she came back she acquiesced with her
hdmdinthenronriety oftaking a written agreement,
adde witedwith nim in urging ner father to make it

o. They had to urge him to make it®? a. VYes, Sir.

0. YOU did not keep any memorandum of that
agreement? a . | did not.

0. Was the deed executed and delivered prior to
the davdlgd'nna: agreement? a. No, sir.

§. Were they hoth signed at the same time ? . |
think they were both prepared at the same time.

o. Are you sure® a . Well | think that | wrote
the agreement myself, while my son wrote the deed.

«. YOUr Sncopied oft the description and you filled
wthedeadand took the acknowledgment, did you not ?
d No ny smwrote the entire deed.

o. And vyou took the acknowledgment? :.a. |
took the acknowledgment and signed it and witnessed Iit.

0. INOWI call your attention to this fact. 1 ask you

10
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ifyou distinctly remember this; was not that deed filled
up and acknowledged and delivered bhefore M r. Golden
and these parties had the conversation with reference to
that agreement ? a . hio, sir.

o. Before the signing of the agreement? a. No
sir; I am very sure it was not.

o. There was no difficulty about the signing of the
deed, was there 2 a. None whatever, sir.

o. Or the execution and delivery ofit? a. No, Sir.

0. But there was with reference to the agreement?
A. Well I understood— (interrupted.)

o. | don’'t want to know what you understood; |
want to know whether or not, the deed was not executed,
delivered and acknowledged, hefore the agreement was
signed 2 a. It was not.

o. Are you sure ofthatd? . | am.

o. You made no memorandum ofthe transaction at
all? a. | did not.

o. Canyouremember with such distinctness, Judge?
a. | think I can, sir, about this matter.

o. Why do you rememhber this matter more dis-
tinctly than any other ? a. Because the plan of having
the agreement put in writing originated with me, andl
remember the opposition | had, and how | overcame it.

0. The deed was written, and was unexecuted and
unacknowledged while Knapp was refusing to sign this
agreement, was itd a1 . VYes, sir.

o. It was already drawn, was it? a. | don'tsay
that; 1 say | think it was being drawn at the same time.

o Being drawn when he refused to sign the agree-
ment?d a. | think 1 said this over and over again, at
least ]l intended to ; that there was discussion when they
came there, and that they talked about having these pa-
pers made, and about this re-conveyance by Mr. Knapp
hack to his daughter and children, and thatthat was to he
by a mere verbal arrangement bhetween them; and a
soon as that was proposed | objected to it as being insufli-
cient and unsatisfactory, and told them my reasons font.
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o. You said all that? a. |1 think so ; and | do not
think the deed was drawn until it was distinctly under-
stood that the agreement should go with it. I think I
ordered my son to draw the deed,and | commenced draw-
inn the agreement, and had the whole thing blocked out
before the heginning of any of it.

o. You did not send the agreement to he put on
reoad did yvou ? a. No, sir; but I think it was ac-
knowledged and delivered to Mrs. Golden.

o. Why was it not sent with the convevance to he
recorded  a. That!l don't know.

o. It was a regularly sealed instrument | suppose ?
a. Yes, sir.

o. Are you sure ofthat? a. | am aquite sure of

o. Was ita pretty long agreement? An. Pretty
long.

o. Well, all there was in the agreement was that in
acertain length of time the property was to bhe re-con-
veyed to Mrs. Golden, and her children or her heirs, was
notit? a. Thatis my recollection.

o. Is your recollection good about that» . |
think it Is, sir.

o. |Is that all you can rememhber ahout the agree-
ment? A. | think that is it, sir.

o. Did you describe the farm in the agreement?
4. 1 have no doubt that 1 referred to it.

o. Do you remember whether you did or not? .
I think I did.

o. Did vou designate it in such a way that it could
he distinguished ? A . |1 did.

o. Are yiou sure? A. 1 am.

o. What designation did you give to it? A. |
think by reference to the deed of property this day con-
veyed, and gave a description ofit. 1 am more positive
about what the agreement was to secure than | am about
the details of it, perhaps.

10
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o. You do not recollect that you designated the
property in any more detail 2 2. Well, | am quite sure
that | designated it.

o. What is your age? a. | am in my fortieth
year, sir.

John Gol den, Sworn.

o. How old are vou ? a. About seventy-three,
sir.

o. You have always lived in the County of Mon-
mouth? a. VYes, sir.

o. On the Golden farm, sir? a. Yes, sir.

o. And the farm has been in the family quite a
time, has notit? a. | was the fourth generation onit

o. You have a son; is Peter your son, the com-
plainant in this case®? a1 . Yes, Sir.

o. Did he, prior to the time that you conveyed to
him the farm, work the farm, and if so for how long? .
Yes, sir; he did.

o. Did Peter, or not,work this farm oftwo hundred
acres ? a. Yes, sir; for a numher ofyears.

o. Before he was married? a. VYes, sir; before
he was married; in 1867, 8 or o.

o. You conveyed it to him for the sum of $17,000?
a. Yes, sir.

o. Was that the value of the farm ? a . Nothing
like it, sir.

o. What was its value? . Well, 1 would not
have sold it to strangers for $24,000; butto keep itin the
family, and under the circumstances, | let him have itat
agreat reduction. W hy, the buildings and fences on it
are worth halfthat money.

o. But you sold it to him, as your son, for the re-
duced consideration of $17,000 2 . VYes, sir. Ithad
bheen taxed by assessors for $20,000.

Q. -By defendants’ counsel. W as it at that time? a.
Yes, sir; hefore that time.

o. In 1868 was it assessed at $20,000 ? a . | think
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itwas; well, for a number ofyears that. 1 could not say

whether it was a year or two before or at the same time.

[ Further Direct. Did you make a deed for this
property ? a. Yes,sir; | made a deed for the property.

o. [Handing witness Exhibit “ B.”1 Is that 1t?
a. Yes, sir; thatis my name there.

Said deed being dated the first of April, 1868, from John
Golden and his wife,to Peter S. Golden, for the farm
in gquestion.

o. Before this conveyance to your son,how did you
come to move to Freehold and convey this property to
him? opefendants’ counsel objected. The Vice Chancellor
overruled the question.

a. Mr. Golden, you took back from Peter when
you conveyed the property to him,amortgage for $10,000 2
a. How is that, sir?

o. You took from Peter at the time that you made
this conveyance to him, a mortgage to you for $10,0009
a. Yes, sir.

o. How did you get the other $70002 . He
paid me $7,000.

$. Peter did? a. VYes, sir.

u. In 1868, at the time of the conveyance ? a .—
How is that ?

o. Well it makes no difference; he paid you that
$7000 when you made the conveyance to him 2 1. Yes,
sir; he paid me the $7,000 about the time ; 1 don't know
but what he paid me before, but it was somewhere about
that same time ; at any rate, it may not have heen exactly
atthat time. | think probably he paid me some ofit he-
fore. | think he paid me $i1,000 sometime hefore, and
the other just about that time, | guess.

u. S0 as to make the whole $7,0002 . VYes, sir.

a. Do you know anything about who he made a
mortgage to, to secure $7,000— to- represent that $7,0002
a | heard nothing between the two parties together,
hut1 had good reason to helieve where it came from.

¢ Did you have any conversation with Mr. Knapp
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aboutit? a. No, Il never had any particular converaa-
tion with him about that, but he told me that he calcn-
lated— (Interrupted.)

o. Never mind now; come to about the time that
a certain agreement was executed in 1874, and when you
received some money on the mortgage. Did you receive
some money on your mortgage in the Spring of 18749
a. Yes, sir.

M ionar P°Wmu°b did you receive on the mortgage in
10 1874 2 a. | received $5,000.

o. Now state about that time. Did you see Samuel
-Knapp atyour house in Freehold ? a. VYes, sir; before
I received the money.

o. VYes, sir; bhefore you received the money; now
about how long before that time. a. Well it was the
latter part of February. | think he came there on a Sun-
day.

o. Well go on and state what he said ? a. Well,
Petei was about renting the farm. opefendants’ counsel ob-

20 jected. Adm itted.

o. Mr. Golden, state now what occurred hetween
you and Samuel Knapp when he came to Freehold, in
February, in reference to this farm ? a W ell, he came
there and told me that he wanted to put Peter— to make
that farm that is if Peter would make him a deed for it
he would deed it over to his wife and children, and he
would pay halfofthe mortgage, and if Peter would deed
it to him he would deed it back to him in one year after
that. | told him 1 did not approve of it at all; thatl ob-

30 jected to it, and he said he did not want the farm, but he
wanted to give him a chance to make something because
he was paying interest on it; and he said that as farming
was then he had no chance to do much, and he wanted to
give it to him free and clear, and then he could go on it
and have a chance to make something. | did not take
with it at first, for 1 did not approve of it right away, and
lie repeated it over frequently that he wanted the farm to
remain in the name, and in doing that Peter and his wife
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could not spend it, and could only have the use ofit; he
said he did not want the farm, that he was not doing it
for anything of that kind, that he had a farm of his own
tolive on and was not in want of this farm.

o. Where did he say his farm was? a. At Pis-
cataway township.

o. He said he would pay off half of the encum-
brances ; now, just tell us what you mean fully 2 . He
said he would pay halfofit down, and then pay the other
half the next Spring, a year from then.

o. Halfofit the next Spring, a year from then ?
a. Yes, sir; and then he would deed it over again, and
| objected to that; well, he said he would give Peter an
instrument in writing to show that it should he deeded
back after a year from that day.

o. Which mortgage or encumhbrance did he refer
10? a. The mortgage thatl held, of course.

o. The $10,000 2 a. The $10,000; he said if I
would take some bank stock or some other stocks that he
named, or he said he would give me his note for $5,000,
but I said that I was fully satisfied with the way it laid,
and if he wished to pay it off he could send me the money
and | would have to receive it if it was transferred over
10 him, but | said | would not take any stock or any
man's note, but that | was satisfied that my money was
safe where it laid ; so he said that he would do it within a
year from that day.

o. Did you afterwards, about the same time, see
him anywhere else 2 1. Yes, sir.

o. This was at Freehold ? a. Yes, sir.

o. Where did you see him next? a. On the
tarm.

¢. What farm? . The farm you are talking
ahout.

o. The Grolden farm ? a. VYes, sir.

o. How did you go down; did you go from Free-
hold down there ? a. Yes, sir; aday was appointed for
us to meet there and finish the arrangement.

10
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o. For who to meet? a. Mr. Knapp, Peter and
myself.

@ Well, state what took place and what was said
when yon went there, to Holmdel, and how long wasit
after you saw him at Freehold thatyou met him on the
farm 2 a. 1 don’'t recollect whether it was that week or
the next.

o. Well it was either that week or the next, was
it a. Yes, sir.

o. Who did you see there ? a. Samuel Knapp
and Peter.

o. Wnpll you say you met Peter and Samuel Knapp
there ? 2. VYes, sir.

o. At the house ? a. Yes, sir.

o. Was anybody else there 2 a. VYes, sir.

o. Who was there? 1. Benjamin Dorranee; he
went with me from Freehold.

o. Who is he, a hoy ? a. VYes, sir.

0. Well, who else was there 2 a. Nohody else;
only Dorrance and | went down together.

¢. Do you rememhbher whether Thomas Bedle was
there. a. VYes, sir; he was there at the time, in the
other part of the house, though.

. What was he there for? a. Well, he had
been on the farm and had not left it altogether yet; he
only occupied part of the house; the other part of the
house Peter had occupied when he saw proper to be
there.

o. Now, what was the conversation hetween you
and Samuel Knapp in reference to this matter® a. The
conversation was similar to the first.

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. State it, sir; state all that
was said.

0. Further Direct. You say It was not finished at
Freehold ? Now, state what was agreed ? a . | thought,
finally, that his proposition— (Interrupted.]

o. Whose ? a. Knapp’s, to pay over the $5,000;
| gave in to their agreement; he to pay me $5,000, promis-
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ing that he would pay the other $5,000 in the next Spring,
and that he would deed it over again, and would give an
instrument for it to show that it should bhe done in a year
from then ; he repeated this again ; he said he did not
want the farm, hut he only wanted to secure it and give
him a chance to make something out of it, and he said
what with his paying interest it was as much as he could
do to make that farm pay; that farming was ratherapoor
husiness.

o. Was the arrangement finally consummated then ?
a. Yes, the arrangement was consummated then.

o. Thatis, between you and Knapp, as far as you
know? . VYes, sir.

o. Was that the last that you saw of Mr. Knapp bhe-
fore this deed from Peter was made, and when he gave
Peter that agreement ? objected to. A . Well, he came
to Freehold and paid me the $5,000.

o. Who did? 2. Samuel Knapp.

o. Where was that? 2. At my house.

o. After you saw him at Holmdel? . VYes, sir.

o. Did he state then what had been done ? »a .—
Well, there was so much said, | do not recollect exactly
whether he stated— O h, yes; of course he did.

o. Well what did he state? 1. Well, when was
this assignment made— this deed; when was that deed
dated 2

Well, never mind. You say you recollect his
paying $50002 .. VYes, sir; he came to my house and
paid it himself, by check.

o. [Handing witness a letter marked exhibit “ ¢ .”1
Is that the letter which you received? .. Yes, sir.

o. You sayyou received this letter in the course of
flail? a. VYes, sir; | received this letter.

0w Complainants’ counsel. | WIll read this letter which
isdated Hew Brunswick, March 30th, 1874, &c.; you re-
vived that letter, did you 2 . Yes, sir.

o Was it before or after that letter, that he paid
jou that $5000? . It was after | received the letter.
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Q. Did you or not, receive a letter at this time from

Peter Golden, in reference to this matter now in contro-

versy ? a. Yes, Sir. opefendants’ counsel, M r. Alim ok
jected.
the Vice Chancellor said that he would adm it the factto be

proved, that such a letter was received by the father
from the son, in reference to the transaction, and the
letter would he competent evidence to fix the time,
and that the contents of the letter would not be re-
ceived.

o. Did you receive that letter? IThanding witness let-

ter and envelope marked exhibit “ D ,” for identification.l

Yes, sir. %
o. At about the time it bears date, which Is March

9tli, 1874, and the post-mark of the envelope being March
9th, 18742 a. VYes, sir.

mortgage, have you heen paid the other $50002 4 .-
Well, I received $0,000 at that time.

o. But since that time have you received any more

than that? . VYes, sir; 1 received $1500 more onit
since that time— the next Spring.

o. The amount then now held by you, and due on

your mortgage against the property, is $3,500 ? a. Yes,
sir.

Q. cross-Examined. You resided on this place up

to the time of its sale to Peter ? a . Yes, sir.

o. Then you moved off2 a. VYes, sir

o. That was after Peter’'s marriage, you soldit?
Yes, sir.

o. Prior to his marriage he had no means of his

0. How much ? a. I can not pretend to sav how

o. Well he was not able to buy the farm? 4. 1

Q. When you made this sale to him, you expected

him to get some help from his wife  a . 0 f course.
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o. Was he living on this farm with his wife at the
time you sold it to him ? a . No, Sir; his wife had not
moved there yea.

recollect now.

0. You knew of the execution of this second mort-
gage for $7000 ? 2. Well, from hearing say so, 1 did.
“ o. From Peter to Mr.Knapp ? a. | heard say so,
butl had never seen it. "

o. Was that $7,000 paid at the time of the convey-
ance from you to him 2 a. Well, | do not know ahout
that now. ooor-' HRf ey

o. You did not make the deed until you got the
$7,000, did you; that is, you did not make the deed for
the farm until you got the $7,000 aAa. | don’'t know
what $7,000 you are talking about.

0. Well, he did not pay you $7,000 when you
took the mortgage for $10,000 2 . Of course | re-
ceived the money before | gave him the deed for the 20
farm.

o. Who was present at the time he paid you the
$7000. a. Well, I received it from Peter.

u. You received it from him?® 1. VYes, sir.

a. By money or checks 2 1. Checks.
o. Whose checks ? a. | cannot tell you now.
a. His check? a. His check; Peter'scheck.

l]. Who paid you interest from 1868, the time you
sold, up to the time you had this conversation with Mr.
Knapp, in February, 187492 1. Peter.

(L Each year? a. VYes, sir; he paid me; there
is some interest hack.

u. How did he pay vou, by check or what? . |1
don’'t know ; part of the time by check, | guess ; butl kept
no account about that.

L From the time when you sold to Peter and he
paid you $7,000, in March, 1868, up to February, 18174,
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you had no conversation with either of the Knapp’s with
reference to this farm® 1. Ko, sir.

o. Did you see them ? a. Let me understand
you?

o. | ask you 1if you had any conversation with
either of the Knapp's in reference to this farm from the
time you sold it to Peter, in 1868, up to Fehruary, 1874,
when Knapp came to your house on Sunday ? a. Of
course | may have talked about the farm, but nothing
about buying the farm.

o. You had nothing to do with buying or selling

it then, had you ? a. | never had any conversation
with Samuel P. Knapp, at all.
o. | askyou ifyou had anything to do with the

farm after you had sold it to Peter. You had no inter-
estin it, had you ? a. | had an interest in the mort-
gage.

o. But you had no control over the title in any
way? a. .Not after | conveyed to him.

o. Now, the first conversation you had in February
was on Sunday, when he came to your house ? a. Yes,
sir.

o. Who eame with him ? 1. Peter’'s wife.

o. Was she with Mr. Knapp? a. Yes, sin
Peter’'s wife and her father.

o. Was she present during the conversation be-
tween you and Mr. Knapp? 1. | do not recollect.

o. Was there any conversation in the house? .
Yes, sir.

o. In the room 2 . VYes, sir.

o. Can you state who was present in that conversa-
tion ? a. My sister was present part of the time.

o. Who else? an. Well | don’'t know as | can
tell you.

o. Was not Mrs. Peter Golden present? a. She
might have heen and she might not.

o. Can you tell us whether she was or not? a.
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No sir; | cannot; there was a conversation took place
but | did not pay any attention to it.

o. Had you, prior to that time, written Mr. Knapp
aletter, stating that you would like to have the money on
that mortgage 2 2. No, sir.

o. You did not want it at thattime 2 . No, Sir;
I never called for it in any way, or asked for it, for of
course | had nothing to do with him about the mortgage.

0. Butyou knew that Peter had not the means of
raising it himself? 1. That made no difference, whether
I knew it or not, if | was satisfied with the money where

it lay.

§. Butif you had wanted the money you would
have notified Mr. Knapp, would not you 2 a. No, sir;
not at all.

o. You say Mrs. Golden was there 2 a. | did not
consider Mr. Knapp had anything to do with the
farm, but | considered | had a right there in casel wanted
money.

o. You say Mrs. Golden came there with him ? a .
Yes, sir.

§. And she mightor might not have heen present
during this conversation ? a. Yes, sir; |1 could not say
atall; she may have heard it all, and may7not.

Q. Was Peter there at the time? . |1 do not re-
collect whether Peter was there ; he was at my house, but
whether he was there when they first came or not, | don't
recollect.

o. Was he present during the conversation ? a. |
don't know whether he was present all the time, but some
ofitl know.

o. How long did the conversation lastd a. Well,
now, fie hroached the subject then, and commenced it the
Next morning again.

o- Did he stay all night? 1. Yes, sir.

V- Did you talk all that afternoon and evening

ahoutit? a. No, sir; we did not talk all the time
about, it.
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o. Why was there so much talk about it a. Be-
cause there was a difference of opinion.

e. Why was there? 1. Besause I did not believe
in what they wanted to to do.

o. You did not believe in Mr. Knapp’s proposition,
which was, to buy the farm and pay for it, and give it to
your son, free and clear? a. He made no proposition
to buy the farm ; he made the proposition to pay the
mortgage off and get it free and clear, and deed it over;
he was going to make that present.

o. You did not like that proposition, to pay $17,000
and then give it to his wife  a. | did not like the pro-
position of deeding it in that way, from one to the other.

o. Why 2 a. Because, | believed it was hetter as
it was. It was in the name then.

e. Well would it not have heen in the name after
he had deeded it over? a. Yes, sir; but it would have
been different.

o. In a different name, do you mean? a. | did
not say in a different name.

o. Well just state if you can, with some degree of
directness, just what the conversation was between you
and him 2 a. | believe | have stated it as near as | can.

o. How, state it again, please ? a. Well yes,sir;
I will endeavor to ; he stated that there was $10,000 on
the farm that Peter had to pay interest for, and farming
was not a very good business now, and it was as much as
he could do to pay the interest, and he was willing to pay
$10,000 on the farm, if Peter would deed it to him, and
then he would deed it over to his wife and children, as
you may say.

e. Well itis not as you may say; did he say that?
a. Yes, sir; he said he would deed it over so that it
could not he spent from the children. Perhaps 1 do not
give the words he used, but I don't know what way you
want,me to shape the words.

0. Well | dont want you to shape them at all; |
wantyou to give what he said ? a. Well it was that
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Peter and his wife should have the use of the farm, and
after them it should he entailed on the children, so that
neither of them could sell it.

¢. Why did he want to take the property away from
Peter? a. He said he could not make anything, as well
aspay interest, and he said, that if he made the farm clear
he could go on it and make something.

o. Did he give any reason why he wanted to keep
him from spending it 2. Well, he said he wanted to
secure it to the children; that is what he said, and that is
all 1 can tell you, for he gave no other reason.

o. DIid he give no reason why he thought he would
spend it ® a. No, sir; he did not; but he said it could
not be spent then, and that it would remain to the chil-
dren, and he was willing to put it in that way.

o. There was $7,000 on it then, was there not? a .
| know nothing about the $7,000, any more than | heard
tell so, hut that is hearsay, and that is no evidence ; the
hearsay was at the time that he was going to make him a
present of that, and afterwards he made him give him a
mortyage.

o. He took a mortgage on itd a. VYes, sir; |
know it from hearsay, | never saw Iit.

o. What reason was given, ifany, in that conversa-
tion, for believing that Peter or his wife, or either of them
would spend that property? a1 . He did notgive me any.

o. | understood you to say that both the old gen’
tleman and his daughter staid all night? 1. VYes, sir.

o. Was she present at the conversation you had in
the morning? a. | am not able to tell you.

o. Did the conversation Iin the morning differ or
not, from the conversation you had the previous after-
noon? a. It was on the same subject.

o. About the same thing? 1. Something simi-
lar,1 presume.

o- Well, was it to the same effect? a2 . About the
same effect.

o Now, at the time did you make any appointment
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for a future conversation between you and him» « T
aid not, but an appointment was made.

- QW ®&’ who made it I don't know whether
was Mr. Knapp and Peter made it together, or in what

way it was made. 1

s . What was the appointment made forn a

see Ifithey could not get me to agree to It.
¢- "Whathad you to agree to ? .
not want to do it without my permission.

WOUM tliakid wi'lled b WsrReal??

arrainH d* a“ aPPointment that day to meet
Ifn H E aPP°Intment was made, but |l do notre-
collect whether it was made then or not.

Petern unless |

w .=Wa@88 day fixed that -f°u nhoald down there

at that time?® a . K do not recollect.

How came yon to go down theren a.
notified.

W ho notifled you ? a . Peter notified me that
they was going to meet there-that they had not done
wWith it that day— hut |l cannot tell certain ahout that.

v ,you say thatyou and Mr. Dorrance went
ownt ere, who were there at the time you got there?
Nobody, in that part of the house.
o- Was Mrs. Golden there ? a. No, sir.
o- Not there? a. No, sir.
- was Peter Golden there ? a .

Yes, Peter was.
don’'t know

Well at the time you had the conversation in
A .-

u.
the house who were present at that conversation 2
I do not know as anybhody was present with us.

rance was there.
0. Was not Mrs. Peter Golden there? a. No, Sir.
A . She was not there at all, then.

o. Not there?
Q. Where was she? a. Well 1

To



EXHIBIT 5, DEFT.

No. 7012. New York, April 3,1868.
The Chatham National Bank
Pay to the orde,r of Peter S. Golden, six thousand dollars.
$6000. (Signed) S. P. Knapp.
Endorsed by Peter S. Golden.

Ne°- 2571- New York, March 28th, 1874.
The Chatham National Bank
Pay to the order of Samuel Knapp, two thousand dollars,
$2000. (Signed) . S.P. Knapp./'
Endorsed by Samuel Knapp.

Nl 2573- New York, March 3o0th, 1874.
The Chatham National Bank
Pay to the order of Samuel Knapp, five hundred dollars,
$5°°- (Signed) S. P. Knapp/
Endorsed by Samuel Knapp.

New York, March 22d, 1875,
The Chatham National Bank
Pay to the order of Samuel Knapp, one thousand dollars,
$roo°- 1 (Signed) S. P. Knapp.
Endorsed by Samuel Knapp.

New York, March 29th, 1875,
The Chatham National Bank
Pay to the order of Samuel Knapp, eight hundred and fifty
dollars.
$85°- (Signed) S. P. Knapp.
Endorsed by Samuel Knapp.
Endorsed by John Golden.
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whether she was back at her father’s at that time, but she
was not keeping house then.

Was Peter there ? A Yes, sir.

Was Mr. Bedle there ? A Yes, sir.

() Was Mr. Bedle present at the conversation ? A
I'do not know.

Q Well, was he in the house at the time, then? A
I dor’t know that.

Q. You cannot state whether he was there or not?
A No, sir.

@ Cannot you tell whether he heard the conversa-
timar not? A No, sir.

@ What is his first name? A I think it is Thomas.

Q What was the conversation there; just give us
thelanguage as near as you can? A. Well, I have given
ittoyou several times.

Q No, we have not been there before ; we have been
wto the house; now, we are down here? A Well, it
was the same proposition; he was willing to pay off the
nortgage if Peter would deed it to him, and then he
would deed it back free and clear of everything.

@ Did he agree to do it there? A Who ?

Peter? A He agreed to do that.
What day was that in February ? A I am not
oatain whether it was in February or March.

@ You said it was a week after you had met be-
foe? A Well, I am not certain about the day, but it
wes about a week after that.

) Was any memorandum made of the conversation
a the agreement at that time? A I do not know
whether there was or not.

Was any made by you? A. I did not make any.

Q And you only speak from recollection? A—
Thet is all; I made no writing of it, but of course what I
gree to do I can recollect for a week or two, anyhow.

Q Do you mean to say that you cannot recollect
overaweek or two? AT said I could recollect certain
things for a week or two. sometimes.
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Q Do. you swear—well, of course you swear—that
in that conversation anything like a written agreement
was spoken of? A Yes, sir; I do.

Q A written instrument? A Yes, sir; M
Knapp said he would give him a written agreement thatit
should be made over.

@ And that day they met at your house, too? A
Yes, sir.

@ What kind of a written instrument was it to be?
A 1 did not ask him any more, after he said that it
should be something to show it should be done.

Q Did you talk of making a conveyance right away
—what was the necessity.for postponement at that time?
A 1 do not know.

® Why did he want to delay it for ayear; was there
any reason given for that? A  Yes, sir; so that e
could make it free and clear.

Q And pay you the whole $10,000 at the end of the
year? A. He was to pay me $5,000 then, and in a year
he was to pay me the other $5,000; then he said that
would be offit, and then he could make it over free and
clear. That is what he said.

Q Was anything said about Peter’s outside debts at
that time ? A Ho, sir; nothing more than the interest
due me.

Q Did you want Knapp to pay that? A T tld
him I must receive the interest before I received the prin-
cipal. I said I would not receive any principal until the
interest was paid that was back on to it.

@ How long was the interest back at that time?
A. Tt was the interest due that Spring.

Q It had all been paid up except that Spring? A
The Spring before was paid up until then.

@) Then there was about a year’s interest in arrears?
A Yes, sir.

Q@ Rellrect Bomindlion  Look at that check and
see if that is the check that you received from Peter, and
which you endorsed in putting back and getting the non-
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eggon? [Showing witness exhibit “E.”] A, Yes, sir.
3 Q This 1s for $6,000 ; was the $6,000 for a part of
tte consideration of the deed from you to your son? A
That $6,000 was what he paid me besides the mortgage
which he gave me ; it was to pay part of that $7,000.

Q You got this $6,000 did you? A. Yes, sir.

Q And the other $1,000, how did you arrange
that? A That was paid previous to this, by Peter.

Q The interest on your mortgage was due that first
of April? A Yes, sir.

Q And this conversation you say was in February ?
A Yes, sir.

Bapdrats ausd 1 offer in evidence a certified

copy of a mortgage from Peter S. Golden and wife
to Samuel Knapp, for $7,000, dated April 1st, 1868,
recorded August 6th, 1868, in Book N 2 of mort-
gages, page 192, cancelled Atarch 10th, 1874, marked
“ Exhibit F.”

Peter S. Golden, Sworn.

@ You are the plaintiff, or one of them, in this case ?
A Yes, sir.
Q And the others are your children? A Yes,
S
Q You are, how old, Peter ? A I am forty years
old.
@ You were married, when? A In 1867.
8 Sept. 25th, 1867? A Yes, sir.
You married Elizabeth W. Knapp? A Yes,
gir; I did-
Q Of New Brunswick, the daughter of Samuel
Knapp? A Yes, sir.
She is his only daughter ? A I think so.
You have, since your marriage, had three chil-
de? A Yes, sir.
@ Their names are Florence and Samuel S. A
Ko, sir; Samuel P.
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@ And William J. ? A Yes, sir.

. The youngest is how old? 'A Two years m
the first of August.

When was the youngest born ? A The first of
August, 1874.

@ 1In the summer of 1874? A Yes sir.

Q Where, at Yew Brunswick ? A On my fam

Q The other children are under seven years of age?
A Yes, sirs well, the oldest, I think, was seven in Feb-
ruary.

Q Are you living with them now? A Bita
present ?

@ You are separated from them ? A Yes, sir.

@ This farm—you are the son of John Golden—and
the farm was conveyed to you ? A Yes, sir.

@) When did you first commence, if at all, to work
that farm? A When I was about nineteen years of
age I began to work on it; my father gave me a share
my brother and I leased it for a term of years.

Q Did you live upon the farm at the time of your
marriage? 1&7 Always.

@ You married in 1867? A Yes, sir.

Q After your marriage did you purchase the farm?

Yes, sir.

@ You gave the consideration named in the deed,
of $17,000 ; now, what was the actual value of the farm a
that time ? A Tt was taxed for $20,000 at that time; it
will, perhaps, be worth, at the way property sold there,
24 to 26 to $28,000, according to the idea of people.

What, in your judgment, was it worth ? A—
$25,000.

@ What is it worth now ? A Well, it is hard to
tell, since the panic.

§. Well, according to the reduced rates of real es-
tate or, I will say in 1874; what was it worth in March,
1874? A Well, the property was then considered to be
worth the same as it had been. The panic had not fallen
at that time.
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@ What was it worth March, 1874? A. 1 consid-
aed that it was worth as much as in 1868, to me.
125,000 A Yes, sir.
When you bought this property from your fath-
eryou were married then ? A Yes, sir.

@ Did you or not do it with the knowledge of Sam-
wWKnapp? A Buy the farm ?

Q@ Yes,sir A 1did it at his advice; I had an
understanding with my father to lease it for a term of
years before that.

Q Now, after 1868, did you continue to farm it?
A Yes, sir.

@ Up to what time did you farm it? A The
Soring of 1872.

Q The Spring of 1872? A Yes, sir.

@ You and your wife lived there ? A Yes, sir.

@ And your children were born there ? A Yes,
dr.

Q Now, in 1872, what happened ? A My wife
ad] moved to New York and rented the farm to Thom-
s Willett for one year—1872.

@ Now what was done next year ? A The next
vear I put it on shares with Thomas Bedle.

Q@ 18137 A Yes, sir.

@ Now in the Spring of 1874, what? A Then I
noved on it.

@ In the Spring of 1874 you moved on it? A Yes,
gr; I had partly rented it to Gordon Thompson ; he was
totake part ot the farm and to take part of the house, and
wes to have some acres of land adjoining; and I was out
thaeto see him the day before Mr. Knapp and my wife
cane down to my father’s; and he was to come up Mon-
day morning to sign the lease for it, as my lather-in-law
ad my wife came to Freehold on Sunday and advised me
differert. *

G Then you did not make the lease to Gordon

Thompson because of the advice you got from them ? A
Sir
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@ What did he say at that time? A Well, nv
wife preferred having the whole house, and not having
another family in it, as we had done before. The sumer
previous that my wife and I had lived on the farm axd
remained there several months; she thought that it would
not be pleasant to have another family in the house.

@ Then you did not rent to Gordon Thompson for
the reason you mentioned ? A Yes, sir.

Q Did you see your father-in-law, Samuel Knapp,
at your father’s house in Freehold ? A Yes, sir.

@ Prior to March 9th, 1874 2 A Yes, sir.

@ On the occasion that your father spoke of? A
Yes, sir.

@ Did you see him on that occasion? A Yes,
sir; he came down to see me; my wife advised me to con
sult with him about the farm.

Q Did they go with you, or separately from you?
A No, sir; I went out on Saturday night to make ny
negotiations with Gordon Thompson for renting the farm

@ You went out from New York city then? A
Yes, sir.

Q And you did not go with them ? A No, sir;
I had no knowledge of their coming ; they came over on
Sunday afternoon. I wrote my wife that I was coming
up to Freehold on Saturday night for the purpose I hawe
stated.

@ And then your wife and father-in-law came ot
there? A Yes, sir.

Q Now, what took place, and what was said by
your father-in-law in reference to this farm and its con-
veyance ? A Well, after dinner I went up to my broth-
er-in-law’s, Dorrance, as my sister was sick there, and
while I was there word was sent to me that my wife and
father-in-law had come down and were anxious to see nim
up at my father’s house, so I went down there; and that
was about the twenty-second of February. I think it was
the last Sunday in February.

Q On Sunday ? A Yes, sir; on Sunday.
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Q You did not go out until Sunday, do you mean ?
A Yes, sir; I came down on Saturday night, hut they
diove down on Sunday from New Brunswick.

Q Well, now, what then? A Well, when I got
their word I went there.

Q Now, state what was said? A Well, my wife
advised me to manage the whole farm myself, and to put
out thirty or forty acres to till, so as to have no otherfam-
ily in the house, as she was to be a mother sometime that
Summer, and on that account and others she preferred
having the whole house to ourselves. We had lived in
the house a year before that with others and did not get
along very nicely with the family there ; then I told her
that I had leased it to Gordon Thompson and expected
him up Monday morning to finish the negotiations and
sign the lease, and I could not do it unless he was willing.

0. What did Samuel Kuapp say in reference to
what you should do? A My wife first told me that her
father was willing to pay oft' the $10,000 mortgage that I
owed my father, if I would secure it to her and the chil-
dren in some way; that is, I was to deed the farm to her
through him and she advised me to do it, and then we
had some general conversation about it.

@ Yes, hut what did Samuel Knapp say? A He
said he was willing to pay off this $10,000 and give me a
chance to go ahead and make some money ; he said that
business was poor in the city and farming was dull, and
thought by my not having any interest to pay—the inter-
estbeing $700 a year—that I could have that money to
put out on the farm ; then there was some discussion be-
tween him and my father as to the terms of the payment,
asmy father has related.

¢. I wantyou to state what Mr. Knapp said, if he
said anything in your presence, to your father in reference
to what should he done about it—about the conveyance of
the property? A He said to my father that he would
pay him this mortgage and transfer the farm to my wife
and children free and clear of all encumbrances, so that
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there should not be a cent of debt upon the property in
any way.

@ Did you afterwards see him on the occasion thet
your father speaks of. when he went down to Holmdel?
A. Yes, sir; they could not decide on it exactly thm
and as I whs going away on Monday morning I appointed
a day, I think it was Wednesday or Thursday, I knowit
was in the middle of the next week, for the two old gen
tlemen to meet down there on the farm and have a further

10 conversation about it.

@ Give that conversation at the farm between Sam
uel Knapp and your father? A Yes, sir; it was intte
back parlor of the house—(Interrupted.)

Q Who was there? A My father, myself, and
Samuel Knapp.

Q Well, now, proceed ? A Well, after speaking
on general subjects they commenced to broach the suject
of the transfer of the farm; then we had a discussion—
(Interrupted.)

n @ Never mind that. I want to know what was sid
as near as you can recollect, by Samuel Knapp and your
father on that subject? A Samuel Knapp said he would
pay the $10,000 mortgage, provided my father would take
his note for $5,000, or would take some mortgages ad
bank stock for $5,000, and that in that case he would im
mediately transfer it over.

@ Transfer what? A Transfer the farm tomy
wife and children.

2Q ® Now what did your father say to that? A He
would not consent to accept of his note, or the mortgages,
or the bank stock. The mortgages Mr. Knapp said ware
on some place near New Brunswick, or about there.

@ Well, what was the final arrangement—state fil-
ly all they did? A The final arrangement was, thet
provided I was willing to do it, Mr. Knapp would pay
$5,000 in the Spring, on the farm.

@) What was to be done with the farm? A M
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family and me was to move out on to the farm and I was
toremain in New Y ork— (Interrupted.)

Q No. no. As to the conveyance of it; who was
the farm to he conveyed to? A. 1 was to convey it to
M. Knapp, and he was to convey it to my wife and chil-
dren. T could not convey it to my wife and children ex-
oept through a third party.

Q@ Well, and he was to pay $5,000 down ? A. Yes,
dr.

@ And another $5,000 in a year ? A. Yes, sir.

@ And that, you say, was the final arrangement?—
4. Ye3, sir; that was Mr. Knapp’s offer; we had not
exactly accepted it, yet it was open to my consideration
and father’s.

@ Then that was to be done—it was to be conveyed
back to your wife and children? A. Yes, sir; and he
said that he would give me an instrument in writing to
showin case of his death that such was his intention, and
thet it should he carried out.

Q@ How long were you at this interview at the
house? A. Well, we were there—I think father got
down about 10 o’clock in the morning, or so, and we were
there probably until 3 or 4 o’clock.

@ Did you and Mr. Knapp go there together ? A.
No, sir; I went over to the farm the night before, I think,
ad] think Mr. Knapp came down that morning from
New Brunswick.

@ Now, then, when did you next meet ? A. Well,
I'went out to New Brunswick on that Saturday night from
New York cityr, and saw my wife and children; they were
laying then with her father; and on the Monday morn-
mgin going to New York city, Samuel” Knapp and I
had some conversation on the bridge at the depot. This
conversation occurred in the middle of the week that I
mentioned, at the farm, and at the latter end of that week
Iwent out again to New Brunswick from New York city,

tosecemy wife and children, and that was about March
second.
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@. Now, then, on March ninth—go on and state what
occurred then? A. On March ninth, on the morning of
that day—I had consented before that, and I told ny
brother-in-law— (Interrupted.)

@ Well, I do not want to know that; I am speak-
ing of the matters between you and Samuel Knapp? A
Well, I offered to go down to Jersey City and make the
transfer that Monday morning.

@ Well, did you go? A. No, sir; we went to
New Brunswick.

®. And you went to the office of Mr. Woodbridge
Strong? A. Yes, sir.

@ Well, now, state what occurred there ? A. Well,
I was introduced by my father-in-law to Mr. Woodbridge
Strong, and made known my object.

Q@ Well? A. 1told him we had made an arrange-
ment to transfer my farm to my wife and children through
Mr. Knapp.

Q Well? A. 1told him that Mr. Knapp had &
fered to pay off* the indebtedness of $10,000 on that fam
and was then to transfer it to my wife and children.

Q. Well, proceed ? A. Well, Mr. Knapp and ny
wife both understood the arrangement, and heard ne
talking to him, and it was all said in the presence of all of
us; then Mr. Strong proceeded to give directions tohs
son to make out the papers, and I think that Mr. Knapp
went out on an errand, and then my wife and I went ot
for a little walk or a stroll and was gone for a while ad
then came back into the office ; then Mr. Strong orhs
son was preparing the paper, and we had some further
conversation, and his son was then filling out the paper
and we spoke about the agreement and arranged the
terms of that.

. What agreement? A. The agreement in con
sideration of my transferring the farm to my fatherin-
law.

@ What was said about that? A. well, wein
structed Mr. Strong to draw the agreement for a yea>
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mentioning or designating the property that was to be
transferred, and that in consideration of this agreement I
was to transfer the property to my father-in-law, and that
he was to transfer it to my wife and children after that
vear, and that this agreement was to he for my protec-
tion, that it should he done.

@ Within a year you say? A. Yes, sir.

@ Was that afterwards changed to eighteen
months? A. Yes, sir.

@ Well, I want you to go on and state the whole
thing? A. Well, Mr. Knapp proposed making it eigh-
teen months instead of a year; then Mr. Strong asked me
ifT objected to that, and I told him that the original un-
derstanding was that it should be for one year; but I said
toplease Mr. Knapp, if it was more convenient to him, I
would make it eighteen months.

@ Eighteen months from what? A. From the
date of the ninth of March, for him to transfer the prop-
aty to my wife and children free and clear of all and any
encumbrances.

@ Goon and state what occurred after that? A.
Well, Mr. Knapp agreed to do it and then after the pa-
pers were duly executed we proceeded to sign them ; that
is I signed the deed to him and my wife too, and then I
think he signed immediately after—signed the other pa-
per—the deed and the agreement were both at that time
an the table.

@ Who drew the argeement? A. Judge Strong.

@ How did the agreement come to be drawn ? A.
Well, that was the understanding previous to our meet-
ing there, that I was to have such an agreement, and in
the office; [ being a stranger to Mr. Strong, and my wife
and father-in-law being better acquainted with him, I left
themto do most of the conversation, and the Judge sug-
gested my having something to protect myself, and then
Ttold him that that was the understanding, and I left it
tohim to word it.

@ Then Judge Strong suggested it? A. Yes, sir;
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I had not said anything to the Judge about the agreement
but it had been spoken of prior to that; and then when
both the agreement and the deed had been signed, we
glanced them over, and Mr. Knapp handed Judge Strong
his deed, and I handed him my agreement, and he tod
Mr. Strong to send that deed to Freehold and have that
recorded; and then I said to Mr. Strong send this down
and have this recorded too; and Mr. Knapp objected to
it going on record ; that is, the agreement; and then Liz
zie called me on one side and said for me not to offend
pa; that he would do more for us if I let him have hs
way; and that I could give her the paper and she would
give it to me afterwards, and I could then have it re
corded; so she asked Judge Strong for the paper andI
told him to let her have it, and he then handed it to her.

@ Do you remember whether he or you handedit
to her? A. 1 think he did; he either handed it tone
and I handed it to her, or else he did; but my impression
is, that he did ; but I am not positive which of us, at this
time.

(3. What, if anything, did you tell her to do with it?
A. T told her to be sure and take good care ofit. I vas
going on to the city that morning, and I said I would ke
around town all the forenoon, and that perhaps I might
lose it,if I took it with me; thinking that if I could mt
trust my wife I didn’t know who I could, as it was @&
much to her interest to protect it, as mine, as it wasin
tended to protect her and the children.

@ I ask you what was said, not what you thought.
Just confine yourself to that—to what was said and done?
A. Well, that ended the business there; and then I rode
with them from Judge Strong’s office to the depot, and
went on to New York; and that night I told my brother-
in-law that I had transferred the farm to my father-in-law
and— (Interrupted.) Defendants’ counsel objected.

@. Never mind that now; after that, you say, yau
went to New York; when did your wife get home? A
At my farm do you mean ?
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@ Yes, sir ; or where did she go? A. She was
staying that winter with her father and mother.

Q@ Well, where next did you see her ? A. I came
out to her father’s the following Saturday.

@ At New Brunswick ? A. Yes, sir.

@ And you saw her there, did you ? A. Yes, sir.

@ At her father’'s? A. Yes, sir.

Q@ Well, did you see the agreement there, or not ?
A No, sir ; hut I asked her for it.

Q By the Vice Chancellor. On the following Satur-
day night? A. Yes, sir.

@ Farther Direct. Well, you asked her for it;
what then ? A. 1 asked her for it on Sunday and on the
following Monday morning, and she replied, saying, that
it was packed with her jewelry and valuables, at the bot-
tom of her trunk, and when she got down to the farm she
would give it to me ; she expected to be ready to move
down to the farm that week some time ; the next time I
saswher—I think I did not see her again until I went
down to the farm, a day or two in advance of her, prepar-
ing things, and then after she moved down— (Interrupted.)

@ State how long after that it was that you next saw
her? A. 1 don’t remember whether she came there that
week or the following week.

Well, it was within two weeks, about ? A. Yes,
sir; it was inside of that time.

G And that was at your house? A. Yes, sir.

@ In Holmdel ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Did you see the agreement then ? A. No, sir.

@ Have you ever, since the time you or Judge
Strong handed that agreement to your wife, seen it again ?
J I have never seen it.

@ Have you ever had possession in any way, of
thet agreement, or seen it since that time? A. Never,
nany way, since I left it in my wife’s possession.

@ Have you asked your wife for it? A. Very
frequently. -m [ U

@ Now, what were the terms of that agreement?
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A. That in consideration of the transfer to ray wife ad
children— (Interrupted.) Defendants’ counsel objected, ur
til he had first cross-examined witness upon the subject o
the agreement.

Q. Cross-Examined by Mr. Allen. How long were
you at the house, Mr. Golden ? You say that you vae
in Hew York city at different times. How, how long &
any one time were you at the house ? A. Well, when
we first moved there, and before she moved there, I ves
there a number of times ; because I had stock there ad
was interested in it. I was over there the third of Mach
the first time, and made arrangements with a man to lock
after my stock until I was ready to move down there.

@ 1id you and your wife occupy the same rom
where this trunk was ? A. The trunk was up at New
Brunswick at that time.

@ .Well, did the trunk come down to the house &
the farm ? A. I suppose it did, there were several
trunks came down.

@+ Well, I ask you ifit did? A. I could not tdl
you, but she told me after we got down to the farm thet
she had it and would give it to me.

@ That she had what? A. That she had the
agreement.

®. She told you that she had it, down to the farn?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. Do you mean to say, thet
at your house, on the farm, she admitted having it in hxr
possession? A. Yes, sir.

@. Further Cross-Ex. You say, she admitted having
it still in her possession ? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did she say then where it was? A. No, s
she never gave me to understand what trunk it was in

@ But she admitted having the agreement dter
having moved on to the farm? A. Yes, sir.

@ How long after she moved on the farm did de *
admit having it? A. Very shortly.

@. Did she say when it was then ? A. She didmt
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@ Did she say whether it was in the bureau draw,

orin the trunk, or where ? A. She did not.
@ Where was the trunk at the time she said she

had the agreement at the farm ? A. 1 don’t know what
trunk she deposited her valuables and jewelry in.

®@ You did not? A. No, sir; she had several
trunks.

Q@ How long was it after she and you first moved
onthe farm that she said she had that agreement; was it
ore or two days, or a week? A. Well, I do notremem-
ber.

@ Was it day time or night that you had the con-
versation in which she said she had that agreement ? A.
Ithink it was in the evening.

@ Was it in the bed room or down stairs, or where ?
A In the bed room.

@ Did you then ask her to give it to you at that
time? A. 1 asked her for it and told her I wanted to
take it to Freehold and have it recorded.

@ When she said she had it, did you ask her tor it
that evening? A. No, sir; not that evening.

@ About how long was that conversation; was it
five minutes or half an hour—I mean the conversation in
reference to the agreement ? A. It was not more than
afew moments—it was among other conversation—1I just
asked her if she had it.

@ Was that the only conversation that evening in
reference to that agreement? A. Yes, sir.

@ I understand you to say that was the first. Now,
when was the next ? A. The next was some time when
I'was going up to Freehold.

@ How many days after the first? A. I do not
remember.

@ Did you go with her ? A. Yes, sir.

@ It was in the house the talk was? A. Yes, sir.

@ Day time or night? A. I think, probably night
and morning both, I asked for it.

V- What answer did she give vou? A. An evasive
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answer ; I do not remember the exact words ; she sad
there was time enough for me to have it, and that shedd
not want it put on record.

@. Did she say she had it? A. She did not sy
she hadn’t it.

@ Did she say she had it, I ask you ? A. Shelad
said so previously.

@. Did she at this conversation ? A. I did notask
if she had it in that conversation, but she did not say de
did not have it.

@ You did not ask her then? A. I asked herfor
that paper because I was going to Freehold.

Q. What did she say? A. That she did not vat
it to be recorded. That it was good enough as it was, a
words to that effect. I do not remember the exact wds,

@. Did she say anything about its being lost? 4
No, sir; I never heard of its being lost until this suit ves
begun.

@. And she did not say whether she had it or mot?
-4* N"°t at that time; but previous to that she had.

@ Well, I am talking about this conversation? 4
No, sir; but I supposed she had it.

@ Well, I don’t want to know what yo‘1; supposed,
what did she say ? A. Well, she evaded the question,
saying in answer that it was not necessary for me to take
it to record.

@. Did she ever say that she had or that she dd
not haveit? A. She did not say she had it or thatde
did not have it.

@. Now, when was the next conversation? A I
cannot tell you; but I asked her a number of tines
through the summer.

@ Was there another? A. Yes, sir; several oth
ers at different times.

Q. Well, let us have the third one? A. I OO®
not tell you the exact time or date.

@ Well, I want to know what the third cavasa
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tionwas; do you recollect asking her a third time for it ?
4 Yes, sir; I did, frequently.

@ At any of these subsequent conversations, after
the second, did she say that she had it? A. She evaded
giving me a direct answer.

@ Did she say she had it? A. She did not say
either way.

@ Did she say it was lost? A. She did not.

0. At any time ? A. At no time ; that was the

first year—the first Summer.

Q@ Well, then, the second Summer; did you ask
her the second Summer ? A. I did.

@ Did she say she had it ? A. She said it was not
in her possession.

@ That was the Summer of 1875 ? A. Yes, sir;
the Summer of 1875.

@ Did she say where it was ? A. She said it was
inthe hands of a third party, but she could get it if she
wanted it.

@ Did she give the name of the third person ? A.
She did not. T asked her who it was that had it.

Q And she said she could get it if she wanted too ?
A Yes, si?; she remarked to me at one time that she
oould get it within twelve hours.

@ Did she give you the name of that third person ?
1. Yo, sir; although I asked her.

@ And she declined to give it? A. She refused
totell me and then I asked her if it was uncle Johnny
Phillips had it, and she made no answer, and I asked her
ifher father or brother had it and she would not admit
anything.

@ Then after you proposed these names and she
refused to tell you, did you have any further talk about
the possession of it being in a third person ? A. Not
for some time after that.

Q Has she ever changed the features of that talk,
that it was in the hands of a third person ? A. No, sir;
rot that I know of.
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@. Re-Direct Ex. You said you had not either ssn
it or had the possession ofit? A. Yes, sir.

@. Has anybody with your consent, or knowledge,
or connivance had the possession ofthat paper ? A. Ny
sir ; except my wife.

®Q And you have asked her repeatedly for it? A
Yes, sir.

@.. And have never yet seen it? A. No, sir.

@.  She said it was in her room ; now did you ever
see it in any room of hers? A. No, sir.

@, Or in her trunks? A. No, sir; and I never
knew in what room it was.

. @ Now tell us the terms of that agreement? &
jected to. Admitted.

@. You stated that you were at Mr. Strong’s office
and what occurred there ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Hid you or not see this agreement in the fist
place ? A. Certainly; I read it and Mr. Knapp read it
and I think my wife read it.

@- After it was drawn ? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Before or after it was signed ? A. After it ves
signed? No, before it was signed.

@ Have you any knowledge of its contents ? A—
Certainly.

@. Just state now the contents of this instrument?
A. Well, it set forth that in consideration of the sad
Samuel Knapp having agreed to pay off the indebtedness
on the farm, and to transfer the same within one year or
eighteen months to my wife and children, that in consid-
eration of that I deeded the farm to him. The only con-
sideration I received was that he would transfer it to ny
wife and children within a year or eighteen months, as he
afterwards got us to put in.

@ You forgetthat you are giving the contents net
verbally ; I do not ask you that, but the substance ot the
contents of that instrument. A. Well, it designated,
that is, it commenced in this way: “ Whereas, Peter o.
Golden, &c.”— (Interrupted.)
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a By the Vice Chancellor. You say and so forth;
»lease'repeat what it was!
exact phraseology, not being well versed in legal matters

@ Well, Mr. Vredenburgh desires you to state all
,ou remember of the contents, as far as you can ; but you
L and so forth ; instead of saying that, say as much as
Turemember ? A. Very well, sir.

O Further Direct. Now, you had got to where the

'said Golden; now, proceed?
Holmdel, and State of New Jersey, hath this day conveyed
toSamuel Knapp, of Piscataway, his said farm,” giving
the situation, “ therefore, upon doing which, the said bam-
w Knapp agrees, within one year or eighteen months, to
transfer the said farm free and clear of all and any encum-
brances, to the said Elizabeth W. Golden, and her chil-
dren” It was then witnessed by the two clerks in Judge
Strong's office.

@ Do you know who the clerks are ? A. His son,
Ithink, is in Europe, and I was not acquainted with the
other. I was a stranger in the office when I went in, and
Iwasnot introduced to the young men, yet I think one of
them was his son. . *

§. You have already come to the point of time in
answer to your cross examination by Mr. Allen, as to your
asking your wife for the agreement; and you have sai
that she did not tell you where it was; and since that
time you said you had repeatedly asked her for it, an
that you had not seen it? A. Yes, sir. . "

® Now, as to the occupation of the farm; how has
thefarm been occupied since that time. In the first place,
in 1874, did Mr. Knapp and his wife come there ? A.
After my wife first moved down, in 1874, she went back
home, and there her little boy was taken sick and she was
not able to come down there, and her father and mother
cane down and staid on the farm with me until she was
able to come back.

@ They were down there while she was attending
toher sick child ? A. Yes, sir.

A.Ido not remember the

AY Of the township of
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Q How long did they stay? A. I do not reraem
ber; but they were backwards and forwards during the
Summer, at Hew Brunswick, and were at my place at dif-
ferent times.

@ How was the farm worked at that time ? A. °I
designated the tills and crops to be put on that farm, and
told my father-in-law what fields I wanted planted with
corn and potatoes, &e., and he planted and attended to
them according to my wishes.

Q, Did you put out any fields? A. I put out that
year one back field and one small field to William An-
tonides ; but they were unable to till the whole of it, and
so they gave up the back field and tilled the little field;
and after that I saw Air. Dual, a neighbor, and told him
he could have that field for planting corn ; and I told my
father-in-law to make arrangements with him, and M.
Dual took one field for 1874. Then there was another
field that I wished him to put out to Mr. Stewart, and he
put it out to another man.

Q Did you go over in the Summer? A. I came
over and put in the hay and harvest myself. Mr. Knapp
made a beginning, I think, of one or two days in hay, but
the oat harvest I put in myself, and the principal part of
the hay. He was down once in a way, and staid with us
and then went back to Hew Brunswick.

@. Afterwards, in the Pall—what occurred in the Fall
as to your living there; did Mr. Knapp and his wife con-
tinue there during the Winter ? A. Ho, sir; they went
up to He”v Brunswick.

@ Who occupied the farm ? A. 1 came over there
and my wife and family were there and spent most of the
Winter there. I remained there until about December
eighth— until Mr. Knapp ordered me off the palace.

Q. You was there that Winter of 1874 and 1875?
A. Yes, sir.

@ When did he order you off the place ? A.
Well, along in the Fall of this last year.
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@ The Fall of 1876 ? A. Yes, sir; or rather, the

fall of 1875 I should say.
F @ Well, we have only got the Winter of 1875 ; now
durnx the year 1875 how was the place occupied ? A.
B, me *I hired the hands. Well, in 1874 Xleft a flock of
sheep on the farm to pay the expenses of the farm, and a
oouple of hundred bushels of corn and potatoes to plamt,
ad found everything for planting the ground on the
farm and there was forty odd barrels of potatoes, I guess
Tleft, for planting and eating.

@ What was done with that ? A. It was fed up
mthe'farm and part was sold, which Mr. Knapp received
the money for. *

@ One of the mortgages was
Spring of 1874? A. Yes, sir. .

®@ Now, the mortgage of $10,000—who paid the in-
tereston that? A. Mr. Knapp, in the Spring, 1875; he
paid the year’s interest and $1,500 of the principal.

@ You say he got this corn and other things you
have mentioned ? A. Yes, sir.

cancelled in tne

RECESS.

@ Who got the corn and these other things in the
vear 1874? A. I left that on the place to run the farm
with ' m'

@ That was there for the benefit of the farm ? A.
fes, sir.

@ When did you go to the farm to live permanent-
ly? A. I left my business in the city about the tenth
artwelfth of December; somewhere about that.

@ What year? A. 1874.

@ Well, proceed? A. And I was on the farm and
have been on the farm since that.

@ Then you went on the farm the last of the year
of 18747 A. Yes, sir.

Q To live there ? A. Yes, sir.

@ With your wife and family? A. Yes, sir,
well, I did not know but what I might go back to the
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city if there was a prospect of getting back my business,
for the real estate business was very poor then.

@ Well, you did go back to the farm ; did you stay
there from that time until the time you say your father
ordered you oif? A. Yes, sir.

@. That was when? A. That was December and
January.

@ In January, 1876 ? A. Yes, sir.

@ When he ordered you away from the farm?
A. Yes, sir.

@ How in December, and from December through
the Winter of 1874 and 1875, who occupied that property
actually; who was on the property ? A. I occupied it

@ With whom ? A. With my wife and famly.

@ Was Mr. Knapp there that Winter? A. Oh!
yes; he came down once or twice afterwards on a visit.

@ Now, the next year, who farmed the farm ? A
I commenced paying the hands myself; on the first of
March, 1875, before that, Mr. Knapp had hired some

20*hands for me, he and my wife together, and they paid

30

them together and sometimes I did myself.

@ You say that Winter Mr. Knapp came down,
and that he came down and hired hands ; now, when did
he come down again ? A. He never came to stay or
make a permanent visit, until July.

@ July, 1875? A. Yes, sir. Mrs. Knapp came
in May sometime, or the first of June.

@ And Mr. Knapp, when? A. He went out West,
and came back sometime in the forepart of July, when I
was through harvesting.

Q. Your family and they7 resided together? A.—
Yes, sir.

®@. Did he stay on the farm constantly, from dJuly,
1875, until he ordered you away ? A. Pretty much.

Q. Pretty nearly7constantly ? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether he ever left his residence
in Hew Brunswick ? A. He brought no personal prop-
erty down with him except a carriage and horses, when
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hecame to the house, that he claimed as his own ; hut he
bought a team of horses and gave my wife.

@ Had he a house at the same time at INew Bruns-
wick? A. Yes, sir.

@ Do you know how that was occupied r A.
gm I think, moved out there in May, 1874.

@ And since January you have not been in posses-
sion of the property ?

rus

A. No, sir; not since January,

@ After the expiration of the eighteen months
that would have been sometime in September, 1875—did
you demand, or ask, of Mr. Knapp the conveyance to be
made in accordance with the terms of that agreement ? A.
Tasked him if he was ready to fulfill that agreement.

@ When did you ask him? A. Sometime in Sep-
tember, I think.

@ What year ? A. 1875.

@ What did he say? A. 1 do notremember what
ke said. ! Ty e [ ]

@ Didhe doit? A. He did not.

® Did you speak to him after that about it ? A.
Ispoke to him in the latter part of December; sometime
mnthe middle or latter part there was something said
about it.

@ What did you ask him? A. Well, we had a
little row, and I told him I thought it was about time to
settle up, and have things fixed as had been agreed upon.
He was collecting some money of mine from the steam-

@ Well, never mind ; you asked him to have things
settledup? A. I saw I could not do anything with him,
wlwent up to have a talk with his son.

@ Never mind the son; wbat did he say about it?
A Ido not remember; he was very angry, and ordered
e out of the house.

C He did not do it? A. No, sir.

@ Is that the last or not, that you have seen of your

10

20



10

20

30

48 IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY.

father-in-law, when he ordered you out of the house, and
you went out? A. Well, he gave me wuntil the next
February ; he told me one morning.

@ In September he ordered you out and you did
not go until February? A. Well, I thought he didit
under an impulse of anger, so I did not pay much atten-
tion to it; but in January he ordered me off again, one
morning, and said he would give me until the first of
February to go out and get away, and I went the twenty-
sixth of January.

@. Have you been back since? A. No, sir; ex-
cept to see my wife and children.

@. Since the suit was commenced you went down
to see them ? A. Yes, sir; occasionally.

@ You have not lived there at all since ? A. No,
sir.

Q. As to Mr. Samuel P. Knapp, state what knowl-
edge and information from you he had in reference to the
agreement of your father-in-law, and when that informa-
tion was given to him ? A. On the evening of the ninth
of March, at my place, Ko. 957 6th avenue, I told him
what I had done; I told him I had transferred the farm
to my father-in-law, and that he had given me his agree-
ment that within a year or eighteen months he would
transfer it to my wife and children.

@  Gfo on, what did he say ? A. Well, he said he
thought it was a very good plan, and was glad I took his
advice or words to that effect; I do not remember the ex-
act words he used.

@Qm "~ 4 you see him about the time, or a short time
before that, on the bridge at Yew Brunswick in reference
to this matter ? A. I think that was about March sec-
ond, on Monday morning, as he and I were going to New
York city, that we had a conversation on the bridge.

@ You say that was March second ? A. I think
it was.

Q. Well, sir; what did you tell him in reference to
giving him any information ; and if so wbat was it, in ret-
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erence to what was intended to be done by you and your
father-in-law ?  Objected to by Mr. Allen. Admitted.

@ What was the conversation between yourself and
Samuel P. Knapp. A. He advised— (Interrupted.) Ob-
Jeded ta

@ You say that you saw him on the ninth of
March and told him then what you have said ? A. Yes,
ar

@ Did you see him after that in reference to this
matter, and if so when, and what occurred between you ?
A Iwill correct that about it being the evening of the
nirth of March ; it may have been another evening.

Q Well, about that time ? A. About that time ;
,it may not have been the evening of the ninth; Mr.
Knapp may not have been in that evening, but it was the
first time we met together in the office.

@ Now go on to the next occasion that you saw
Samuel P. Knapp in reference to this matter ? A. 1
wat to see him in the Fall; he was very busy and could
mtsee me. I think I went up to see him in December
twenty-third, and staid all night in order to see him the
mextday. That was on the twenty-third day of Decem-
ber. I met him at his office, or saw him there, and he
sidhe was going out of town, but would get home at
nre or ten that evening; and I told him I would stay all
night and see him the next morning.

Q@ When was that? A. December twenty-third,
18A

Q Did you see him then? A. I saw7 him on the
morning of the twenty-fourth.

@ Where? A. At his boarding place, Mrs. Deans,
No. 955, or 953, Sixth Avenue.

When was this? A. 1 think it was on the
morning of the twenty-fourth.

Q@ Where did you see him ? A. I saw him in the

morming in the parlor of Mrs. Deans’ house; he said he
had not time to talk to me then, as he wanted to go down
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town; and told me to meet him at his office, No. 1 State
street, between eleven and twelve.

@. Did you see him then 2 A. I did.

@ What occurred then ? A. We had some con-
versation, and I told him that his father had been collect-
ing money from the proceeds of the place, and that I had
no money to pay my hands with and carry on the bus.
ness; and I had been compelled to borrow $200 of my
father; and that I wanted him to go over there, forl
wanted some understanding with the old gentleman, be
cause he had refused to fulfill the agreement.

@ You told him that the old gentleman refused to
fulfill his agreement? A. Yes, sir; and that he was
taking my property away from me.

@ What agreement did you refer to? A. The
agreement to transfer the place to my wife and children;
and I told him that if his father did not fulfill it within
ten days, I would have to take measures to compel him to
do it, and that I should put the matter in Chancery.

@- What did he say to that ? A. He replied that
I might do it and he—1 forget what language he used,
but he said that he would meet me on the spot, or some-
thing of that kind.

@ What then? A. He reconsidered the matter,
and appointed a time to meet me, and said he would come
over and see me in a few days—five or ten days—and
asked me to wait a few days, and said that he would come
over and see me. Then I said that I was going to work
it in some shape so as to get the benefit of it to my wife
and family; and he said he would meet me, and arrange
between my father-in-law and myself.

@ When did you afterwards hear, or when did you
first hear, that in January after that, Mr. Samuel Knapp
had conveyed this property to Samuel P. Knapp? A—
Not until T had put my business in your hands, sir, in
March.

@ When the search was made at the Clerk’s office?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q@ Did Samuel P. Knapp give you any notice or in-
formration that he intended—1I mean in December, 1875—
thet he intended to get this deed from his father ? Not at
dl

n  Gross-Ex. by Mr. Haight. In 1872 real estate
had depreciated, had it not, in *Monmouth County and all
over? A. I don’t know as it had in Monmouth County.

® Do you say it had not ? A. Not to my knowl-

0. Had not? A. I don’t know of any farms that 10
were sold ata depreciation. [ was not in New Jersey
muh at that time.

@ Do you know what the value of the real estate
was? A. It had not declined at that time, in 1872.

@ Was not $17,000 a fair consideration for this
pacein 1872; was it hot all it was worth ? A. No, sir.

@ You think it was worth more? A. I do.

@ Now, sir, prior to your wife and Mr. Knapp
ooming down to your father’s house on that Sunday,
which was the first time you speak of, had you not been 20
trying to persuade her brother, Samuel P. Knapp, to buy
thsfarm ? A. No, sir.

@ Was he not, prior to that time, negotiating for a
hosein New York city for your wife ? A. He was.

@ S. P. Knapp, I am talking about? A. Yes,
gr; he and his father together.

@ My question is, if Samuel Knapp was not in
negotiation for a house for your wife in New York ? A.

Yes, sir.

@ That was prior to the time of their coming down 30
toFreehold, was it not ? A. Yes, sir.

C At that time your wife was living at New Bruns-
wick with her father ? A. She spent the Winter there.

@ Well, she was living with him at that time? A.

Yes, sir.

@ And you were at New York, in business there Y;,
A Yes, sir.

@ Outhe different visits that you made out there,
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did not you try and get her to see your brother-in-law,
Samuel P. Knapp, who was interested in buying her house
to negotiate with you to buy the farm for her? A. No,
sir.

@ What? A. She wanted her money placed in
security ; they offered to buy her a house and lot, andshe
asked me whether it would not be better to pay off the
mortgage on the farm and have me transfer the place to
her and the children, so as to secure the place to them.

@+ Did not you prevail upon your wife to go to
Samuel P. Knapp and ask him not to buy her house, hut
to buy the farm instead ? A. I did not.

@. Did you not prevail upon your wife to use her
influence with your brother-in-law to buy the farm instead
of buying the house in New York ? A. No, sir; I never
heard Samuel P. Knapp’s name mentioned ; it was her
father that was giving her this money to buy the house.

@. Do you say it was her father? A. So she tdd

@ Were the negotiations through Samuel P. Knapp?
A. Well, I looked for a house, and Samuel P. Knapp
looked for a house, and then his father came down.

@ Don’t you know the negotiations were with
Samuel P. Knapp ? A. Well, I expected Samuel Knapp
would buy the house.

@ You don’t know who was going to pay for it, do
you? A. No, sir,

@ Did you go to New York to see Samuel P. Knapp
and request him, prior to your father-in-law and wife com-
ing down to Freehold to see Mr. Golden, did you go ad
see Mr. Samuel P. Knapp and tell him that his sister
wanted to see him in New Brunswick? A. I have mo
recollection of it.

@. Did not you ask him to go down that very night
to see her ? A. She may have asked me it her brother
was coming out that night, and I probably did; if ge
asked me to notify anybody, I did so.
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@ Did not he tell yon that he would come out in a
fewdays? A. I don’t remember.

@ Did not he come out in a few days, and come
back to you and tell you, that your wife told him what
youwanted her to do ? A. No, sir.

@ You are positive ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Did not he tell you that your wife wanted her
brother, Samuel P. Knapp, to buy her a farm ? A. No,
dar.

@ When you were down at Freehold you say your
wife and Mr. Knapp came down there—and was she
present at the conversation between Mr. Knapp and your
father? A. Part of the time ; she was in and out of the
room

@ That conversation was in reference to the pur-
chase of the farm, was not it ? A. Yes, sir.

® I understood you to say that no conclusion was
arrived at that time ?  A. Not definitely.

@ You did not agree to sellit? A. No, sir.

@ Then, I understand, you made an appointment to
meet down to the farm the next week, on Wednesday?
1. I think so.

@ Was your wife down there the next time? A.
Se was not.

@ You are positive ? A. I am.

@ Was not she at the house ? A. No, sir.

@ And there you had about the same conversation
ssyou had at Freehold ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Did you come to any conclusion with reference
toit? A. We did not finally consummate it.

@ Well?you had it under advisement? A. Yes,

@ Did you agree at that time to fix it up—did you
nmeke any arrangements to fix up the property ? You say
there was no final arrangement made at that time. You
did not agree to let him have the farm for seventeen thou-
sad dollars. You say they had agreed to buy it, and pay
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that; hut it had not been consummated then, had it? A
No, sir.

Q. You only talked about the preliminaries ? A—
Yes, sir.

®. You at that time were engaged in the real e
tate business in New York city ? A. 1 was.

@. Prior to this ninth of March, 1874, when ths
conveyance was made, you came from New York on St
urday night; and this was on Monday, was not it? 4.—
Yes, sir.

@.  On Saturday night you went to see Samuel P.
Knapp, and got him to go out to New Brunswick with
you? A. Not that I remember.

@ Did not you go out together? A. He sone
times came out on Sundays.

@ Well, did you not go out on that Saturday night?
A. 1 don’t remember.

@. Did you and Samuel P. Knapp, and your wife
talk with reference to the purchase of this farm on Sn
day, and did not you ask him twenty-two thousad ddlars
for it; and he told you he would not pay any more than
the encumbrances for it ? A. No, sir.

Q. Did you have any such conversation in the pres
ence of your wife and father, and Samuel P. Knapp? 4
We might have had some desultory conversation.

@ You was anxious to fix it up at that time? 4
,No, sir.

Q No? A. Well, I was not so anxious.

@ Did you have a conversation about it on Sunday;
did not you talk the matter over thoroughly, and you re
fuse to take seventeen thousand dollars for it? A. We
may have talked about it.

@. Did you come to any conclusion with reference
toit? A. We had come to a conclusion previoustothat
with my father, and it only needed consummating.

@ You said you had not come to any -conclusion

about it? A. Yes, sir; we had; provided I was willing

to give him the deed for a year ; we had not comé 0 £
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definite conclusion about ray giving the deed to him for a
year, yet.

o. Did you not, down at your father's, demand
ahigher price than seventeen thousand dollars for it 2 a .
yeg, sir; | told him that if he was going to buy itl want-
edsomuch for it; bhut if he was going to make the deed
to.my wife and children, | did not mind.

o. Did you not tell them that you would have noth-
in" leftif it was sold for the encumhbrances ? a. There
was no talk of selling it.

o. Did you not talk of selling it? a. No, sir.

o. Did you not ask twenty-two thousand dollars ?
A, No, sir.

o. Did you have any such conversation 2 . |
may have said that it would bring twenty-two thousand
dollars.

o. Did you not ask Samuel P. Knapp twenty-iwo
thousand dollars for it 2 a. | would not sell the farm
atany price ; it was a family heir-loom and | wnnted to
keep it.

o. How could vou keep it? a. By paying in-
terest.

o. How 2 a. By selling some ofmy other prop-
erty.

o. How much property did you have? a. | had
some then, but | don't know what it would have brought.

o. Have you sold it since? a. Some ofit.

o. Did you have enough to pay the seven thou-
sand dollar mun%u&? aA. Not enough to pay the en-
tire amount.

o. Well, how much did you have? a. Well ac-
cording to what my stock and property would have
brought, probably it would have cleared me three to five
thousand dollars.

o. What stock do you mean'? a. | owned stock.

o. Did notMr. Samuel P. Knapp buy mostof the
stock on that place ? a. | mean other stock; 1 don’t
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mean the stock on the farm, hutl mean property stock.
¢. What kind of stock did you mean ? a. Stock
consisting in an interest in mining operations.

o. Where ; outin Colorado 2 a. Well itwasin
coal and iron stock, in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
o. How much did you have ? a. I invested two

thousand dollars, and in 1864 it paid me thirty per cent;
and it did so for one or two years, and then the specula-
tors enlarged the business.

o. When did you say it paid that? a. In 1864.

o. What was it worthin 1874 2 a. | don’t know.

o. You don't remember any conversation bhetween
you and S. P. Knapp, when you got him to go out there
on a Sunday ? a. | do notrememhber getting him to go
out.

o. Well, you do not remember any conversation, if
he was there on a Sunday ? a. No, Sir.

o. Did you go down to the depot with him on Mon-
day morning, the day the conveyance was made ? a.—
Yes, sir.

o. Then he was there on Sunday? a. VYes, sir

o. Then you rememhber it now ? a. | never de-
nied it.

o. You know he was there the Sunday prior to this
Monday morning ? a. VYes, sir.

o. Did you have a conversation with him in refer-
ence to this thing ? a. | do notremember.

o. Did you have a conversation when you went
down to the depot® a. |1 do notremember.

o. Did you have a conversation at the depot with
reference to the sale of this farm to him ? a. We did
not with reference to selling it to him.

0 You had no conversation with reference to sell-
ing it to him ? a. No, sir; not at any time did I &€&
have a conversation about selling him the farm.

o. Did you not at the depot, on that Monday morn
ing prior to going to New York city, agree to sell him
this farm for seventeen thousand dollars @ a. |1 did no
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o Did you have a conversation at the depot with
Samuel P. Knapp, with reference to his buying this place ?
A. | did not.

« Did you not agree to sell it to him there? a. |
did not. I,

o. Did he not give you aletter to take to his lather,
stating that he had purchased the farm ofyou at a certain
price, and as long as he had gone to New vy ork city he
would like his father to go look after the conveyance ? a .
Ko, sir. [ ]

o. Did you have any such conversation? a. No
sir.

o. Now, with reference— after this deed was made,
the buildings were repaired and painted, were they not?
an. No, sir; the house was painted and some little re-
pairs were done to the house.

o. Who done that? a. Mr. Knapp.

o. Which oned a. The older.

o. Did not Samuel P. Knapp pay the bills for it?
AR. No, sir.

o, Did he not furnish the money? a. Not thatl
know of.

o. Don’t you know who did 2 a. Well at the
depot that morning he said the house needed painting,
and he would send over the paint for it.

o. Did he do so? a. He did.

o. Who did? a. SamuelP. Knapp.

o. Did he send stock there ? . I had stock on
the place, and then M r. Samuel Knapp gave my wife a
team of horses.

¢. Well what other stock? a. | bought some
andgave my note to Mr. Knapp, and that was paid from
the proceeds of the farm.

o. Who paid the hands and attended the working
ofthe place ? a. My wife.

o. How do you know ? a. Well | gave her the
money to do it with at first.

o. | am talking about when the conveyance was
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made ? Did not they pay for nearly everything thatwas
put on the place after that? a. They paid for some out
of the proceeds of the place.

. Who had charge of it? a. Mr. Knapp had
charge for me and my wife.

o. You were in Yew York in 1874 2 a . Ves, sir

o. How much of the time 2 a. During the Spring
0f1874; only came home Saturday and staid until Mon-
day morning, generally.

o- What proceeds were they from the place ? a.
W ell, the sheep,lambs and wool.

o. Whatelse? a. Corn.

o: The corn that was on the place prior to that
time, a year hefore ? a. Yes, SIr.

o. You sayyou did not know Mr. Strong; you al
three went there together, did not you 2 a. | think we
did.

. When did you have the understanding that you
should make this conveyance prior to your goingthere?
-4. 1 agreed with Samuel P. Knapp that | would con
sent to give my father-in-law a deed for one year, and he
wrote to his father from Yew York that 1 had agreed o
do so.

o. Then the contract was finally consummated be-
tween you and Samuel P. Knapp? a. VYo, sir; butl
consented on his advice.

o. Yow, Il askyou whatyou told Samuel P. Knapp ?
a. | told him then I thought | would give the old gen-
tileman a deed for a year.

o- Where ? a. At the depot.

o. Did you go to Yew York? a. Yes, sir

o. Did you go to Mr. Strong’s— that is, that morm-
ing? a. VYo, sir; it was the week subsequent to that;
this was the second of March, and on the ninth of March
| gave the deed; it was the second of March | had the
conversation with Samuel P. Knapp.

o. Did you tell Samuel P. Knapp to write a letter?
a. | did not.
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o. What did you say about this letter just now 2
i. 1 said that he wrote a letter to his father, saying that
I would give him a year.

o. Did you take the letter ? a. | think not.

Do notyou know ? a. | think not; |1 was not
outuntil Saturday night again.

¢. You did not inform old Mr. Knapp with refer-
ence to letting him have the property at all, except what
he learned through Samuel P 2 a. Notuntill went out
on Saturday night.

o. Was Samuel P. Knapp there 2 a. No, sir.

o. On Sunday was he ? a. No, sir; nor Monday.

o. And on Monday you went to Strong’s office ?—
A. Yes, sir.

o. Did you meet Samuel P. Knapp there on the
ninth or the second  a. On the second.

o. You went to Strong’s office, and you say that
you did not do any of the talking? a. Well | did some
ofit, of course.

0. When you first went in there, did Mr. Strong
and the old gentleman, Mr. Knapp, go by themselves and
have a conversation ? a . | think they did.

§. You think they did # a. | think so.

o. Do you know about that? a. | can not say
positively, but my impression is they did.

o. Did you have any private conversation with Mr.
Strong? a. AIlI that |l said to Mr. Strong | said in the
presence of my wife and my father-in-law.

o. Then you had no private conversation with him 2
A Not when we went in.

Did you at any time? a. No more than he
suggested to me that it would be proper and right for me
tohave an agreement prepared, and 1 told Mr. Strong

that that was the intention before; and I asked him to
draw it up.

Q. Was that in the presence of these parties ? a .

Yes, sir.
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o. Was there any objection made to it? a. No
sir.

o. You say you rememhber the terms of the auree-
ment? a. Some ofthem.

o. Wont you give me the language of the agree
ment he gave, as near as you can— it was a short agree-
ment, was it not? a. It was an agreement covering
somewhere about like that, [(pointing to sheet legal cap)

o. Now, what was the language of the agreement?
A. Of—in consideration of—that Samuel Knapp, in con-
sideration of my deeding the farm to him, would payoff
the encumbrances upon it, and within one year or eigh-
teen months pay off the indebtedness on the farm, and
transfer the farm free and clear of all and any encum-
brances to the said Golden's wife and children.

o. Did it say wife and children ? a. 1 am not
positive whether it said wife and children, or wife and
heirs; but wife and children was understood.

o. But you canm not say whether it was wife and
children, or wife and heirs ? a. 1 can not say positively.

o. You speak of being down at the house; was any
one piresent but old Mr. Knapp and your father? a.—
Mr. Dorrance was in and out, and during the day Mr.
Bedle came up on bhusiness to see me.

o. | spoke ofin the room where you were talking?
An. Yes, sir.

o. You'r sure your wife was not there at the house
that day? a. Certainly | am.

o. Did you notgo back with your father? a. 1
think | went from there to New York city.

o. Do youremember how long after it was that you
saw your wife, from thattime ? a. When | wentoutto
New Brunswick again next.

o. On the Saturday following you saw your wife
did notyou? a. Yes, sir.

o. During all this time no memorandum had been
made of the arrangements proposed hetween you ad
either one of the Knapps respecting the farm? a- No
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written memorandum was made thatl know of; I may
have made a little memorandum on my journal, but 1 do
not remember.

o. Now you have spoken of sheep being on the
farm; how many were there ? a. | owned twenty, and
Mr. Bedle owned seven.

o. The twenty were yours 2 a. VYes, Sir.

o. What were they worth ? a. There was twelve
Southdowns that were worth probably— (interrupted.]
Objected to.

o. What other stock was there of your own ? 1.
I had three hogs and some poultry.

o. What other property? a. There was twenty-
five hushels of oats, and a few hushels ofrye and wheat
leftthere by Mr. Bedle for me.

o. Do you speak of them as being your own? .
Yes, sir; it was left by Mr. Bedle in 1873, and was my
own.

o. And that staid in 18742 a2 . VYes, sir; it was
produced in 1873, and left there until the Spring of 1874.

o. Was that purchased in 1873 by yourself as your
property? a. Yes, Sir.

§$. Is that what you mean? a. VYes, sir.

o. Now the sheep and corn, without going through
the different items on that farm, the produce you speak
of how much of it had you withdrawn and sold in 18749
A 1sold in the Spring, to Mr. A. H. Stewart, or rath-
er,| hired him to cart potatoes for me, and | paid him in
comnto the amount of ten or twelve bushels; and I sold
twelve bushels to a gentleman who bought the farm near
by me.

0. That makes twenty-two; now, how much more
didyou sell? a. | had a man on the farm to take care
otmy stock, from March the third to the ninth; and I let
him have a hushel, or a bushel and a half.

o- How much more 2 a. Thatis all

o. How many sheep did you sell? a. | sent oft
sme lambs, and received twenty-five dollars thatl gave
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my wife to use tor household purposes, and pay the hands.

o: Somesheep died, did they not? a. The dog
damaged the flock a hundred and nineteen dollars’ worth’
and Mr;- Knapp bought seven sheep for me and afterwards
gave them to my wife.

o. | ask you how many sheep died1 a. Twol
think.

o. Two died; now that left eighteen 2 a. Well
the two that died, died out ofthe flock that was owned bv
me and Mr. Bedle in partnership.

o. Then halfthat died were of his flock, and half of
yours ® a. Bedle and | owned one flock together, and
| owned a Southdown flock independent.

o. Is that all you disposed of with corn and oats!
A. | think he sold some.

0. Who ? a. Mr.Knapp.

o. Anything else ? a. w e leftthe restto feed up
With; nothing else was sold except potatoes, and they was
sold previous.

o You speak about paying the interest on the
mortgage, who paid that? . I paid it.

o. In what way do you mean ? a. My father-in-
law advised me to horrow seven hundred dollars of him
and pay the interest, and to leave produce on the farm
and run the farm during the season, saying that 1 could
pay that seven hundred at my leisure.

o. You mean your father-in-law ? a. VYes, sir

0. There was something said about paying the sev
en thousand dollars in your evidence, | think to your
father,-that is to your own father; who paid that? a. |
paid it.

o. Sir? a. 1 paid my father seven thos
dollars originally.

o. In what way, checks, bills or whatd? a.—
Checks ; Mr. Knapp gave me his check for one ﬂl].!aﬂ
dollars, and Samuel P. Knapp gave me his check s
thousand dollars, and | deposited it at the Middletown
Bank, and gave my father a check.
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o. There was ongqgorevious to that? . Yes, sir;
Ileft thatto my father's credit at the Bank at Freehold.
0. By check or bhills? a< By; check, Ir beHeypj
from Mr. Knapp ; | do not remember how\it was drawn.
0. Further Direct. The; mortgage your -father-in-
law held for seven thousand dollars; do you know wheth-
erhe directed M r. Strong to have that cancelled of record 2

4. He did.

o. When ? a. On the morning of the ninth,

o. At this time— when these arrangements were
consummated 2 A. Yes, SIr.

o. You were asked on your cross examination as to
aconversation hetween yourself and Samuel P. Knapp, on
some Monday morning; there was some obscurity about
whether this was on the second or the ninth @ a. It was
on the second.

o. What was that conversation in respect to this
matter? a. Mr. Samuel P. Knapp advised me to hu-
mor the old gentleman’s whim, and give him a deed for a
year. | said | wanted it done right away ; that the placp
had been in the family for a hundred and seventy years,
and that | did not want it to be out of the family longer
than was necesnry to make the transfer; but he'*said:
“Pooh, pooh, you may as well let him have the deed ; <t
isonly his whim, and lie will transfer it free of all encum -
brances; and” said he, “ you may as well do it— let him
have it for ayear.”

o. That was the guestion you discussed at the de-
pot? a. That was the onlv gquestion.

o. Told you, you might as well humor the old gen-
tieman's whim, and let him have his way ? a. VYes, sir.
gom'phinants’ counsel Offered in evidence the-exhibhits here-

tofore offered, A, B, C, 1), E, and F, for identifica-

tion; the same were received.

Coviaimnts’ counsel. Kow 1 offer the deed from Samuel
Knapp to Samuel P. Knapp, dated the fifth day of
January, 1875, acknowledged the 'fifth day of Janu-
ary, 1876; recorded the eleventh day ofJanuary,1876.
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Samuel P.Knapp, Sworn.

0. By Mr. vredenburgh. W as this deed— the orig-
inal of the copy | have here— ever delivered to you ? a.
Did they deliver it to me ?

o. Yes?d a. Certainly it was; | have it now, sir.

o. Was it delivered hefore it was acknowledged?
A. WMy impressions are, sir, that it was: but |l can't say
positively. You mean hefore it was signed, do you? Oh,
no, sir; of course not.

o. | mean by acknowledgment, this thing on the
back; the man who took it firstdid not know how to take
it, because he took the husband and wife’'s acknowledg-
ment together, and without taking the wife’s acknowledg-
ment separately and apart; and then there was another
attempt hefore a Mr. Leonard ? a. Well it was all ac
knowledged as it is now, hefore 1 got it.

o. Then you did not get it until after the fifth day
ofJanuary, 18769 1. Ko, sir. Complainant rests.

fPefendantsy Counsel then called Samuel P. Knapp;

Sworn,

. By mr.Haight. You live in New York city? a.
1 do ; ves, sir.

o. And are in business there, | bhelieve ? a. Yes,
Sir.

o. You formerly lived in Kew Brunswick? a.
Ko, sir; I never resided permanently there.

o. You are the brother of Mrs. Golden ? a. VYes,
air-

o. Samuel Knapp is your father? a . VYres, sir

o. Kow, I wish you would just commence and state
as briefly as you can, from the time of this marriage to
your sister up to the time ofthe negotiations in rdation
to this farm, and your connection, and all your trarsac
tions with it, and so far as you know, of your fathers
connection with it? a . My sister married Mr. Golden,
I think on the twenty-fifth day of Septemhber, 1867, ifl
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remember right. In the Winter, either bhefore the first of
lanuary, 1868, or immediately after that, my sister came
upto my father's house and stated in my presence, and
inthe presence of my father, that she could not live on
the farm except Mr. Golden owned it; that she did not
wish to live on anybody’'s farm except they owned it, he-
cause we had money enough to huy her a place ifnobhody
else had; and my father then, in the course of a short
time after that, came to my office in New York city and
said that Mr. Peter Golden had bheen to see him with his
wife, and that his father would sell him the farm— (In-
terrupted.) objected to.

o. | direct your attention in the first instance to
this $7,000, for which a mortgage was given to your
father a. Well, my father came to my office and re-
peated to me— (Interrupted.) onjected to.

o. | don’t care what he said— what did you do with
reference to this $7,000. A. Well, | can tell’yvou whatl
done; | gave my father $6,500 to loan to Mr. Golden,
towards making a payment to his father on the farm—
(Interrupted.) objected to.

o. Now with reference to your knowledge of the
transactions in relation to the conveyance of the farm, and
the transactions that preceded the conveyance from Peter
Golden to your father? a°. About February first, 1874;
orin May, 1873, my sister was living in New York city,
herand her family; and | was hoarding them and paying
allthe expenses of herselfand Golden, and her children,
and furnishing his office, furnishing him with money and
everything, and clothing him and clothing his family;
a1 told my sister— (interrupted.) onjected to.

By witness. | said to my sister that |l could not— (In-
terrupted.) objected to.

By witness. Then on the first of May, my sister and
herfamily went out to my father's— on the first of May,
1873—to New Brunswick, and remained there. | bhoard-
adin New York city, and Mr. Golden boarded at the same
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house with me. During the Summer of 1873, and the
Fall, my sister kept on saying— (Interrupted.)

o. In the presence of her husband ? a. Some-
times.

o. Well, direct your testimony to those occasions
when the husband was present? a. Ahout the first of
February, 1874.1 was looking for a house for my sister
in New York city; and | spoke to Golden, and told him
that | was going to buy a house for my sister in New
York city; and I said to him, if you see any or know of
any you think would suit her, 1 wish you would let me
know. A gentleman in Fifty-third street came in mj
office one day, and said his sisterwished to sell her house.

o. In the presence of Golden? a. Yes, sir; and
Golden said to me “ May be, Samuel, that might suit
Lizzie.” |1 said | would go and look atit. Mr. Golden
went with me, and he liked the appearance of the house
very much; then | asked what the price was and he told
me ; then | wrote a letter to my father and sister to come
down and see it, and stating that I liked the house very
much. They came down and came to see me at my
boarding house, and wanted to know what | thought ofit

o. Was Golden there ? a. Peter Golden was there,
and |1 told them that I Iliked the house, and thatifhe
could buy it at $20,000 to buy it. Then my father, and
Peter Golden, and sister went along to see the house-
interrupted.)

o. Were you negotiating for a house a short time
prior to the sale of the farm 2 . VYes, sir.

o. And the negotiation fell through ? a. VYes,
sir.

o. For whatreason? a. On account of the par-
ties refusing to let the mirrors and gas fixtures go in,
I withdrew the offer.

o. After that fell through did Mr. Golden come to
see you then in reference to this farm? . Ves, sir
about aweek after that Golden came down on a Monday,
to the house where | hoarded, and said to me: on
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sister wants you to go up to New Brunswick; she wants
tosee you, and she wishes you to go up to-night.” | said
itwas impossible ; that | could not go up that night, hut
thatl would go up to-morrow ; sol went up and asked
her—(Iinterrupted.)

o. Was Golden present? a. No, sir.

o. Then | don't care about that. By reason of the
conversation you had with your sister did you return to
New York and see Mr. Golden ? a. Yes, sir.

o. What took place between you ? a. | told him
thatmy sister told me that he had been up there insist-
ing upon her getting me to .buy the farm instead of a
house in New York. He said, yes, that was so, for seu-
eral reasons; in the first place, he said, that the farm
would be a hetter place for the children, and that if |
bought a house for her in New Irork, and expended her
money in a house in New York, that she would have
nothing to live on outside of her house ; and he said the
farm was a hetter place for her and the children. 1 told
him that that was for her to decide upon; thatit would
make no difference to me if 1 bought the farm for her, or
ahouse; that |l was willing to buy the farm or a house,
justwhich ever she decided on. W ell, that night while 1
was there and my sister told me about buying the farm, |
saidto her— (Interrupted.)

o. Was Golden present? a. No, sir.

o. Well, you must not tell of anything, except Gol
denwas present? a. Well the next Saturday night of
that same week, | and* Golden went up to New Brunswick
together.

Who? a. Peter S. Golden and myself.
Went where ? My father's house.

Was his wife there 2 2. VYes, sir.

Your sister? a. VYes, sir.

o- Just state what took place? . Nothing was
toid about the farm as we were going up. Well we ar.
nved there that Saturday evening, and there was scarcely
anything said. There some little said. But on Sunday
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we commenced talking in regard to it, about the price
and about setting it, and so forth. And be held off and
held off, and said he did not want to sell it now. Well
I said, you have bheen talking sale, and wanted your wife
to have me buy it; and you have heen running after your
wife to have her get me to buy the farm ; now, if you
don't want to sell it, say so. And | said, the only offer |
can make you for the farm is the amount of the encum-
brances, $17,000 ; and | said, | will pay your father this
$10,000 YOU owe him, and the other $7,000 | have already
paid for it out ofmy own money. Well he said, he sup-
posed | let my father have it; and 1 said, of course you
did. Then we talked about it, and I said to him, what
are you going to do ? And he said he wanted $22,000;
that the farm was worth $25,000. | said, Mr. Golden, |
will not pay you one cent over $17,000 for that farm ; and
ifyou can get one cent more for it from anybhody else, why
sell it to them ; | don't wantit. That is the substance of
the conversation on Sunday. Then, on Monday morning

father took us both in the wagon to the depot, and
when we had got within a gquarter of a mile of the depot,
and in the presence of my father, | said: “ Now, Peter,
what is it you want; we have not made any bargain
yet ; what is it you are making so much talk about?”—
Well, he said, | owe money— Il am in debt, and ifl
sell you this farm for $17,000, it is just the amount of the
encumbrances, and 1 wall not have a dollar left; and |
don’t wish to do that; | don’t feel like selling it for less
than $20,000 ; | may take $20,000,#but I want $22,000.”
My father then turned ‘round and said, “ Samuel, let the
farm go to the devil; don’t have anything more to say to
him.” That was the end of that conversation. Then,
when we were at the depot, 1 went out on the platiorm,
and said to him: “ Now, Peter, this talk is all over with
now and 1 am going to buy a house in New York city for
my sister.” “ 'Well, now,” said he, “1 don’'t know as
that is the hest.” “Well,” said 1, “ 1 think itis; I can’t
buy the farm, so | shall buy a house, for she must have a
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home; she has got a youny family coming up, and she
don't want to live with her father, so she must have a
place to live ; and | am going to buy her a place to live, and
ifl can’'t buy the farm 1 shall buy her a place Iin New
York city.” Well, he said he liked to have everything
go oft peaceably and quietly ; and I said, so do I, and |
have done everything to have peace and aguiet with you,
butit don’t seem as if it is. He said, Well, what will
youdo? I said: Now, Peter, | say this to you for the
lasttime— 1 offered you, yesterday, in talking about the
farm, that | would pay your father— if you let us have the
farm for $17,000— that | would pay your father his $10,-
000, that he holds the mortgage for, because, as you said
your father was hadly in need of money, and that he was
in debt, and owed this one and that one a thousand dol-
lars, and that he had no money ; thatE * " had got him
introuble, and he wanted a good deal of money, and was in
abad place. | said if that was the case— [this was at the
house, | refer tol— | told you at the house that | would do
that Now, said I, | withdraw that offer, and the only thing
I will do is to give you $17,000 for the place, and pay your
father $5,000 on the first day of April ; and | will pay him
the balance in a year from April the first. Then he
stood for a minute, and said : “ Well, you may have it; 1
will do it.” Now, said I, Peter, remember I buy this
farm myself, and | pay my own money forit. And | said?
I wantyou to understand that I want you to make the
deed of this farm in the name of my father, for the
reason that 1 want to show, some respect to my father, and
Iwant him to feel good. And another thing, said I, he
has got plenty of time to attend to it; and | want the old
gentleman to feel well, and | think he would like it, if it
isin his name. W ell, he said, that would make no dif.
ference; that 1 could have it so if 1 wished it. Then we
had some further conversation, and | said : “ Now, re-
member, | buy this farm myself.” He said : “ 1 suppose
so, because,” said he, Mnobody dares say anything about
buying, if you are not there, and | supposed,” said he,
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you would have it all to do, and I supposed,” said he
“ thatyou paying for this farm, your father gives you the
one at New Brunswick, don't he 2" 1 did not make any
reply to thatremark of his. Then we went to New York,
and | went to my office and he went to his. In the eve-
ning | wentto him and said 1 had forgotten to write a
letter to my folks that day, in regard to the purchase of
the farm, so |l satright down in his office and wrote a let-
ter to my sister; and | read the letter to him, and he
took it up the next day— or next night—to my fathers
house, and gave it to her. This was on the twenty-third
day of February, and not the second day of March, as he
swore to ; it was the twenty-third day of Fehruary, for |
have a copy of the letter in my pocket.

0. By complainants’ counsel. WHhere is the original ?
a. | sentthat; | may have it home.

0. Farther Direct. Proceed. . On the twenty-
third of February— on Monday | thihk it was—on Mon-
day night |l wrote the letter. In about two weeks from
that time, or a little later, in the presence of a third par-
ty— the lady that Mr. Golden and | hoarded with—I said
to Mr. Golden “ have you attended to that husiness yet?
He said “1 have; | went up to New Brunswick and took
your father and sister, and we went down to Woodhridge
Strong’'s office and had the business all attended to as
you directed.” This he said in the presence of Mrs.
Deane, the lady with whom we both boarded, and it was
said at the dinner table when we were hoth sitting at the
table.

o. Did you give any directions for him, or say any-
thing about the re-conveyance to his wife and children .
A. There was never any such re-conveyance spoken of
by me.

o. You never said any such thing atalld a.
told him I was buying it for my sister; that | intended it
for her.

o. And that was the truth, was it not? a.
sir; and he said “ 1 suppose that is the case;” and e
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said“ 1 suppose your father gives you the farm atNew
Brunswick for you buying this one.”

o. Was anything else said hetween you and him
with reference to the conveyance ot the farm? Nothing
further than my instructions to him to have the deed
made out in the name of my father.

o. No other instructions ? a. No, sir.

o. | callyour attention, now, to if there was any
agon®@t to be given by anybody ? a. No, sir; nota
particle. ,

o. Was there anything said with reference to any
re-conveyance, and if so, what was itd? a. No, sir; not
athing; my father was not to buy it; my father did not
buy the farm.

o. Was there, or not, any understanding about the
property being conveyed to your sister and her heirs or
children® a. No, sir; nothing was said further than
this; | told him that | was buying it for my sister.

o. Did you know at that time— about the time of
this conveyance to your father, as you have stated that
there was any agreement entered into at that time by any
parties? a. No, sir.

o. Did you know there was any agreement entered
into hetween Golden and your father? a. No, sir.

o. Did you ever hear of any such agreement? & .
No, sir.

o. At thattime or after that time ? 2. No, Sir.

o. And you never saw it? a. | never saw it, and
did not know there was such a thing, until Mr. Golden
told me there was such a paper.

o. You did not know there was any such paper ?
A No, sir.

o. Or that there had been any such paper executed
and delivered ? a . No, sir.

o. You had no knowledge ofit atthe time, and
gave no such instructions 2 ., No, sir.

o. When did you find out that the property had
heen conveyed to your father 2 a. In about ten days,
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or two weeks after this, Mr. Golden and | were up at
New Brunswick; it must have heen somewhere about the
tenth or fifteenth of March, and that was the first | knew
of it from him.

o. When did you first see the deed, if atall ? a.
I did not see it; 1 don't know as | saw the deed until this
last Winter or Spring.

o. The deed that was made to your father?d a —
Yes, sir.

o. When this conveyance was made you Say you
knew nothing about this paper, until sometime when Gol-
den spoke to you aboutit? a. VYes, sir.

o. When was that? a. It was in my office ahout
the twenty-third day of December last.

o. Whatwas saild? a. He came in my office and
said or rather I am a little ahead of my story—no,lI
guess that'sit. He came in my office about the twenty-
third day ofDecember, and said that my father and him
could not get along very well. He said my father had
taken him by the collar and shook him, and called him
some names or other; and | said did you not call my
father any names first? And he said he did not. Well
says he, ifl1 can’'t live there peaceably, he says, and do as
I am a mind to, why, said he, | willgo to work and throw
itin Chancery. | laughed at him, and said “ what wil
you throw Iin Chancery?” Well, said he, there is apa-
per. | said what paper, and he said, “ my God, didn'tyour
folks tellyou anything about a 'paper & 1 said no; well, said
he, then you willfind out about it

o Was that the first you heard ofit? a. VYes,
sir; when he said |1 would find out about it.

o. He testified to a conversation in his office, in
which he says he told you he had made a deed to your
father, and that they had executed a paper to him in which
your father agreed to re-convey the property atthe end
of ayear to his wife and children or heirs; did he ever
tell you that? a. There was never such a word passed
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0. At the depot he says he told you that only dif-
ference hetween yourself and him atthe house was, that
he wanted it to he made for a year, and that your father
wanted it to be longer. 2. There was no such conver-
sation in regard to the place, about any lIength of time at
all. |told him that ifl bought the farm | should buy it
formy sister, and that | intended to hold it for her. He
saidto me what are you going to do, are you going to
keep it for her ? and | said certainly, it is for her benefit.

o. Did you have a conversation as to the length of
time? a. No, sir; not for a year, or fivh months, or for
any length of time. This was about the Fall of 1874.

o. You had not signed any such paper?® a. No,
sir; there was no such paper.

o. But he told you there was a paper?® a. VYes,

Sir.

o. After this purchase what did you dod . |
told my father to go down and look after it.

o. When was that? 1. Immediately afterbuying

it—amonth or so.

o. In the Sprinyg of 18749 a. VYes, sir.

o. Did your fathergo? a. My father and mother
moved down there with my sister in the Spring of 1874.
My father took charge of the place, and took down all the
farming utensils and stocked the farm with ploughs, and
cowsand wagons, and so forth ; and horses and mules and
everything to work it with, and he hired some men, and 1|
furnished— (interrupted.)

By the Vice Chancellor. DO you know of this ex-
ceptas you learned it from others 2 a. VYes, sir; |1 paid
for them.

0. Farther Direct. You were back and forth on the
place and saw them, and you paid for these things? a .
Yes, sir; and | painted the place ; | bought the paint for
painting the house, and paid the money for the painting
and carpenter work and for whatever was done.

o- You say that $5,000 was to bhe paid to John Gol-
den on your purchase ? a. ves, Sir.
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o. Who paid it? a. 1 did.

o. By what? . Checks and notes.

o. Have you gotthem ? a. VYes, sir

o. | want to know if you paid Mr. Golden, after
this purchase, the $17,000 ? a. Myself, individually?

o. " Yes ? a. No, sir.

o. State how you didit? a. | gave my father the
money.

o. In whatway? a. Checks and notes.

o. Are any of them endorsed hy John Golden?
aAa. | have one check endorsed John Golden.

"How much is that? a. $850.

Is that part payment? a. Yes.

Then you paid more than $5000 2 a. Ves.
How much did you pay ? a. Exactly?

o. Yes ? a. | paid Mr. John Golden, or, ratherl
wrote to Mr. John Golden, if 1 am allowed to state, say-
ing thatif it would bhe convenient to him to take less
than the $5,000 on the first of April, 1875, that it would
oblige me, and that as |1 had a great deal of sickness and
trouble in the family, 1 said | would bhe obliged ifhe
would take less than the $5,000 ; and Mr. Golden replied to
my letter, saying that if | would send him $1,500 and the
interest, he would accept it. So I drew my checks, one
for $1,000 and another for $850, making the $1500 and
the interest on the $5,000. The communication in regard
to this payment of $1,500, was directly to me from John
Golden. | wrote to him and he answered me asl have
stated. In the Fall of 1874, he came to me as | was sit
ting in his office in Sixth avenue, and said, Samuel,
would like to yo back to the farm to work. | said Mr.
Golden, my father is running the farm now, and is doing
it very successfully, and | don’'t wish to change at pres
ent. | said 1 am satisfied, and you had better stayinte
business you are in. We had some little further conver-
sation in regard to it, and I think in thirty or sixty as
from that time he came in again one day and 8 @
halftight, and he said to me, using an oath, thati
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not let him go on the farm and go to work that he would
fi0West orto California. || said, Mr. Golden, your gre”t
fault with you is rum, and if it had not been for that, said
I the place would have been in a different position than
what it is to-day, but your drinking has forced me to do
what 1 have done. Then he went on and commenced
crying, and said he wanted to be down there and so forth ;
and he said to me ifyou willlet me go down there 1 will
stop drinking; | know | have drank too much, and if
God spares my life | will quit it, if you will let me go
down there. W ell, I said, Mr. Golden it, wfill require a
pretty sound promise from you to make me believe you
intend to stop it; | said you have promised me So many
times. | have got his.letters here now where he has
written to me that he would stop drinking, and vyet did
not And, said 1, 1 have got these letters from you, bhut
you don’t stop, and 1 shall require a pretty sound promise
from you that you will stop, before I consentto let you go
onthe farm, hecause, said 1, it is conducted properly by
my father, and he 1is taking care of it and everything is
satisfactory to me. W ell, we talked further and he gave
me his pledge. Then we talked the next day in regard to
it,and | said, now, Mr. Golden, if you will give me your
solemn promise, that you will stop drinking, and let rum
alone, | will let you go on that farm, and take charge of
it; but, said I, remember there is one condition, and that
is, that the first time | hear of you being drunk on that
farm, you can take up your duds and get; for I will turn
you off the very first time 1 hear you have been drinking.
Then he made his promises to me, that he would abstain,
Then | said to him, remember my father is an old man,
and has got some peculiarities the same as some other old
people of his age ; and 1 said, if he wishes to have one
field ploughed, IWant you to obey him, hecause it makes
no difference to you what field is ploughed, it is going to
he abenefit to you. | said to him, | would try him again,
aid I told him that | did notwant my father to go there
on farm, butthat he had to do it, because of you, |

lomplainants counsel Obhjected to evidence asto drink-

uel6? A cou” Prove that hoth Samuel and
s b were iotemperate. Vice chancellor held
evidence was not material on either side.l
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said; and, said I, you know how yvou conducted yourself
on the farm before; and he said it should not happen
again as long as he lived.

o. What was the value of that farm 2 a. About
$15,000 was all it was worth at that time. That Fall, af-
ter the purchase, Mr. Golden came into the house where
we were boarding and said, | have sold the farm too
cheap to you ; and I said, Mr. Golden you may have the
farm back at what |l paid you for it; yes, | said, you may
have it back for less; $2,000 less. That was the same
Fall, as1 bought it in the Spring ; and that was in the
presence of a third party. K said |1 would sell it to him
back for $2,000 less than I paid him for it.

o. Who was the third person? a. Mary Dean.

o. Did I understand you to say your father wrent on
the farm under your direction ? a. Yes, sir; and worked
it under my direction ; 1 paid all the hills ; 1 furnished
the money7to father and sister to pay the hands and the
hired help.

0. Gross-Ex. by Air. vredenburgh. W hen was ityou
delivered this moral lecture to Mr. Golden ? a. About
the middlie of December, 1874.

o. In his office® a. VYes, sir; in sixth avenue.

o. Did he read you alecture on the same subject-
intemperance ? a. | don’'t see what he had to deliver
me a lecture about; | am not a drinking man.

o. You have no faults—did you send that letter,
thanding witness Exhibit C1 2 a. | presume | did, sir;
I don't know as | sentit, butl wrote it.

o. You wrote it in the name ofyour fatherd? a.—
Yes, sir.

o. You transacted your father’s business as well as
your own 2 a. Ho, sir; he transacted his own business.

o. In January, 1876, when this property was con-
veyed to you, at the time the deed was passedover toyou,
did you pay any money to him ?» a. | had already paid
him some.
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o. Well you can answer my question® a. Not
that day, | did not.

o, You state in the deed that you took it subject to
woencumhbrances; one of $10,000 and one of $7,000 2 a .
That, | presume was made so, in copying it from the other.

o.. Do you know? a. | never read it, so I could
not tell you.

o. Well the $7,000 mortgage had bheen cancelled?
1. I presume so from whatl heard of it.

o. Did you not know it? a. No, sir; not at that
time.

@ You say you did this in your father's name? A.
Butl did not know that the $7,000 was cancelled. | told
father to have it done, but did not know it was done.

o. And yet you took it subject to mortgages of
$10,000 and $7,000 2 a. VYes, sir.

o. Then you really gave $10,000 for it? a. No,
sir; 1 paid that $7,000 myself.

0. So you claim—1 asked you whether you paid
any consideration on that day ? a. On that day, | did
not

0. By the Vice chancellor. The mortgage for $7,000,
that was made to your father ; who had the actual custody
ofthat bond and mortgage from 1868 to 1874 ? . The
actal custody was in my possession most of the time.

o. Where wasitwhen itwas notinyour possession ?
sl Well,1 could not say— my father had it, sir.

o. Whatpart of that period was it not in your cus-
tody? a. 1 should think for the first two years.

0. Further cross. For the first two years after the
ninth day ef March 2 a. Yes, Sir.

o- Did not your fathergive itto Woodbridge Strong ?

Well, 1 had talcen it up there ; it was my property
and | entrusted it to him.

o- | did not ask you that? a. Well, March ninth
Heft it with him.

o- Then it was in your father'scustody ? a. VYes,
sir.
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o. When did you pass itover to him ? a . | think
about a week before.

o. You have no distinct recollection about thatd a.
No, sir; butl know it was aweek before | handed it to
him .

0. Where is the bond accompanying that mortgage?
a. 1 have it, sir; but not here.

0. By the Vice Chancellor: Was there any interest
paid on that bond bhetween April first, 1876, and the
ninth day of March ? a. Never a dollar.

o. Is it a fact that by the terms of the bond it does
not draw interest? a. No, sir; it is silent; there
nothing into it about it.

0. #hRe-pirect. | asked you whether you were back-
wards and forwards from New York to the farm after you
purchased it; and | understood you to say that you gave
directions with regard toit? a. VYes, sir; about what
should be bought and what sold, and what they should
do; and my father used to joke with me about it.

o. Was Peter there at the time? a. No, sir.

Defendants’ Counsel also Called Samuel Knapp,

SWOI‘H.

0. By mr.Haight. You are the father of Samuel
P. and Elizabeth W . Knapp? 1. Yes, sir.

0. Do you live on the farm now in guestion?
Yes, sir.

o. How 1long have you lived there? a. Two
years last March.

o. You and your family @ a. Yes, sir.

o. When did you firstgo with your family to live
there ? a. | think it was a year ago last March ?

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. 0. A year or two years?
an. Two years.

0. Further Direct. W ho was there when you went
there two years ago ? a. Nobody was there. Mr. Bedle
had been there, but he had left.
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o. Where was Peter then 2 a. In New York.

o. There is a deed of the farm to you? . VYes,
Sir.

0. You remember that? . Yes, sir.

o. In reference to the transaction of that deed, there
isaquestion raised here ahout who paid the money for it;
how was the money raised for the consideration in that
deed® a. My son raised the money, and let me have it.

o. Whose money, was itd a. It was his. obiject
ed to. 10
o. Do vou remember how it was paid to John Gol-
den, by checks or how ? & . Checks, | guess, mostly.

o. Seeifyou can identify these ? (Handing witness
two checks.) a. Yes, sir; 1 can.

o. Now, here is another one ? (Handing witness
one check) . VYes, sir.

o. Now,then, thatcheck for $300; what connection
did that have with it? . Thatis for part of the inter-
eston the mortgage to Mr. Golden.

o. Thatis made to Peter and endorsed by John? 2o
(Handing witness one of the checks.) . VYes, sir.

o. Well now | want to know whether the money
was yours or your Son’s? onjected to.

Defendants’ counsel OIlers the three last abhove mentioned
checks in evidence, and same were marked as follows :
Check for $1,000, exhibit 1, defendants.
Check for $5,400, exhibit 2, defendants.
Check for $300, exhibit 3, defendants.

o. What was the firstintimation you had, and when
was it, of the transfer or deed, from Golden to yourseli? 30
4. ldon'tunderstand you.

o. What was the first conversation you heard ofin
respect to the transfer from Peter Golden, of that farm ?
4. Well, it was about the time they made the bhargain.

¢. When was it? a. That was in March, two
years ago.

0. Where did you getit from ? a. | got it from
Peter, | guess.
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o You guess? a. | know.
¢. Where? a. at my house in New Brunswick
¢. Who was present? a. My daughter.

0. Who else? a. My wife, | guess.

o. Well I don't want you to guess 2 a. Welll
know.
. ¢o. What was said; what was the first introduction
ofit. a. Well that Samuel had purchased the farm
and wanted thatl should take the deed in my name.
peter fetched a letter up there from my son that he had
bought a — (interrupted.]

o. ~Did you see the letter, and who it was to ? a.
| guess it was to my daughter.

o. Directed to her? 1. VYes, sir.
1d 1 10 Jou know where the letteris?® a. no, SiK

o. That was the first you heard aboutit? a. VYes,
sir.

o. Was anything spoken about the price at that
time ? a. It was; $17,000 was spoke of.

o. Well what else in regard to the transfer of the
farm, was said by Peter® a. Nothing, only he wanted
that we should get all the business done, and | asked him
if he had his old deed there, and he said he had.

o. Where did he want you to so» a. To New
Brunswick.

o. What day was this; a week day or Sunday? .
Week day; Wednesday or Thursday I think.

o Just state what took place; you took the old
deed down to New Brunswick » a. I went to Mr.
Strong and spoke to him to draw up the deed.

o. Who was with you? . My daughter and
Mr. Golden.

o. Who spoke to Mr. Strong to draw the paper?
a. | spoke to him first.

o. First? a. | think 1 did. I ain’'t so sure. |
gave Mr. Golden an introduction teo Mr. Strong, you
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know ; and I ain't sure whether I first spoke to him, or
Peter did ; 1 can’t say.

. Who had the old deed ? A. Golden.

o. Who handed Mr. Strong the old deed ? A —
Golden.

Where was your daughter atthat stage? A. She
was there in the office.

G. Mr. Strong’s officed a1. VYes, sir.

o. Now, then, who gave Mr. Strong instructions as
todoing the business # a. Me and “Mr. Golden.

o. What were those instructions? A. He was to
draw a deed and give it to me.

0. Well just state what you said to him ? A. Well,
Itold him | was to have the deed in my own name.

o. What did you say to Mr. Strong? You told him
towrite the deed and transact the husiness? A. Well,
that is the same as a mortgage | had, that | held there ;
and that told the boundaries, you know ; and then Mr.
Golden had the old deed that his father gave him, and he
took and drew it up from that.

o. Yes, butl asked you what instructions you gave
W Mr. Strong as to doing the bhusiness ; tell me what in-
structions you gave him ? a . [A pause.

0. By the Vice chancellor. What counsel desires Is
that you should tell everything that occurred at Mr.
Strong’s office ? a. Well you see, we told him to draw
the deed, which he done. He drew up the deed and Mr.
Golden signed it, and his wife signed it, and after it was
signed then Mr. Golden spoke about the paper, and | ob-
jected to that.

o. After the deed was signed? a. Yes, sir; and
Itold him | would not give him the paper.

o. Where was your daughter at that time ? a .
Je was in the room.

o. Well, goon? . Then Mr. Golden and my
daughter went out, and she came in afterwards and
begged of me for to sign it; to sign that paper. | told
berl would not, but 1 did so through her persuasions.
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o. Now,you say that after the deed was signed
Peter spoke to you ahout signing a paper ; did he show
you any paper then® a. No, sir; not at first.

o. How did he describe what kind of paper he
meant? a. Well he wanted a paper he said, to show
that it should he deeded back tomy daughter. | told him
that that would have to bhe done ; that we would do that
anyway.

o. Where was Mr. Stronyg when Peter said thatto
you; you say Peter’'s wife was there; now, how far was
Judge Strong off from you then— was he in the office?
A. He might have been in the back office.

o. Was his son there ? a. No, sir; he was outin
the back office, and Mr. Strong was back and forwards in
and out of the front office.

o. Who was the first one that mentioned to you
about the paper? a. Mr. Golden.

o. Peterd? a. VYes.

o. He was the firstone? a. VYes, sir.

o. Where was he when he first spoke to you abhout
it; in the front or back office ? a. The front office.

o. Did he speak to you hefore you went to the of-
fice aboutitd . No, sir.

o. In referring to the paper, tell us what he called
it; give us some idea of how he described it himself? a.
I don't know.

o. Did he have anything in his hands 2 a . | could
not say.

o. Did he point to anything @ a. 1 could not
say.

0. Well give us all he said about the paper when
he first mentioned it? a. That he merely wanted a pa-
per, you know, to show that it would be deeded back to
my daughter; something to that purpose.

o. Was any time mentioned ? a. VYes, sir.

. Well? a. He mentioned about a year, and |
would not do it; and he went on, and | don’t know hut
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what he said eighteen months ; but | was for not signing
itat all.

@ VYou objected to apaperofthatkind ? A, VYes,
sir.

o. Whatoccurred right after that. Did Mr. Strong
say anything® a. Well he mentioned something about
giving a paper, or drawing up a paper.

@ Wmr. Surong did? A. VYes, sir; and | told him
Iwas not willing to sign any paper at all.

e. Where was the deed at that time; you say Peter
and his wife had signed the deed, where was it then ? A.
| either had it, or else it laid on the table; | won't say
which.

@ Was it signed and executed at that time ? A.—
Yes, sir.

o. Whatwas? a. The deed.

Q@ Before this paper was spoken of? A. Ves.

o. Now, Mr. Strong spoke about apaper; did he
have anything in his hands or point to anything on the
table? a. No, Sir.

o. You say Peter spoke to you first about it; and
then Mr. Stronyg spoke to you ? a. Yes, sir.

o. Did he come out of another room when he spoke
toyou aboutit®? a. I don’'t rememher whether he did
ornot; but he was in the front office when he spoke
about it.

o. Had Peter and his wife stayed in the room all the
time up to the time M r. Strong spoke to you ahout it? —
No, sir; they had heen out.

o When Mr. Strong first spoke to you ahout it,
had they returned ? a. | don’'t know as they had; but
Mr. Strong, he was talking about drawing up a piece of
writing, and |1 told him | would not give any.

0. How did Mr. Strong talk aboutit? a. He
thought maybe it would be best for that purpose.

§. How did he descrihe what he wanted vyou to ex-
ecute? a. Well, he knew | was buying it for my daugh-
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ter; Mr. Golden's name was not mentioned in that paper
at all

o. Yes, butwhat did Mr. Strong say to you ahout
the paper; did he describe what kind of paper it was, that
should be drawn ? a. | don’t recollect that he did.

o. Did he have any paper in his hand 2 a. No, sir

o. You did decline and object to sign it, while Mr.
Strong was talking to you?® . VYes, sir.

o. What occurred after thatd? a. Well Golden
and his wife came back in the office, and my daughter
came to me and said : u Pa, will you please sign that pa-
per; it don't make any odds;” and I done so, after Mr.
Strong had read the paper over.

o. Now, tell us how itread? a. | can'tdo it sir

o. As near as you can remember?® . Well it
was thatl was to deed it back to my daughter and her
heirs.

o. Thatis the way the paper read ? a. VYes, sin
that is the way the paper read.

o. Who read it to you ? a. Mr. Strong did.

o. Did you read it yourself or only Mr. Strong?
A. No, sir; 1 never read it; and | never read it afterl
signed it.

o. Butyou signed it, and no one else signed it be-
sides yourselfat any time that you know of? a. No,
sir.

o. Do you know who witnessed it, if anybhody ? a.
No one, | guess.

o. Were any seals on it that you remember? a.
I think not; | think there was no seals on it atall |
don’t think it was made for to go to record at all, as has
been spoke of here.

. Do you remember if it was written on halfa
sheet of paper, or as to what size the paper was, you
signed ? a. It was about the halfof one side of a sheet

0. By complainant. ADBout half of one side? a.
Yes, sir; so |l should think.

0. Farther Direct. AS you signed this paper on the
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table, where were the rest of them ; Judge Strong, your
daughterand Peter 2 n . They were all right close by there.

o. Who else—his son ® a. No, sir; only Mr.
Strong, Mr. Golden, and my daughter.

o. Then when you signed it where did you leave
the paper, and what became of it as far as you know at
thattime ® a. | don’'t know whether my daughter took
itorMr. Strong; | gave the deed to Mr. Strong to send
down to Freehold to have it put on record ; and whether
he took the other paper or not, or whether he gave it to
my daughter, | don't know.

o. You have given deeds and mortgages hefore,
have you not®? a. VYes, sir.

o. And papers under seal? a. Yes, sir.

o. You are familiar enough with them to know
when you acknowledge a paper? a. Yes, Sir.

o. Did you acknowledge that agreement ? a . |
don't think | did. 1 think there was no acknowledgment
toit

o. Would not you know 1if you did or-not? a .—
Yes, sir; 1 am pretty certain | did not acknowledge it; 1
don't think it was acknowledged at all.

From that time forward did you see anything of
that agreement? a . | never saw it, Mr. Allen, from the
time it was drawn up, to this time.

Do you know what became of it from that time
afterwards ? a. |1 do not; no, sir.

0. Where did you go to from Mr. Strong’s office 2
A Went home.

o Where ; in New Brunswick, or on the farm 2 a .
NewBrunswick.

o Who with » a. My daughter.

o- Where did Peter go? 2. He wentout as far
asthe depot, and went to New York.

y. You left the deed in possession of Strong ? 1.
Yes, sir.

U- And it was put on record ? a. VYes, Sir.

§ When was it you went on the place, and when
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Peter also lived there? a. Well, he has never bheen
there, only hackwards and forwards, until last Summer, a
year ago.

¢. LlastSummer ayear ago he came and lived on
the place ; now, state what charge or control of the prop-
erty he had? a. Well | gave him my horses and things
to use and to take care of, and to Work with; and he was
to go on and farm as well as he could. And I was up in
York State. Along ahout the first of July 1 had word
sent to me to come back; that Mr. Golden was not doing
right there.

¢. Who had control of the property 2 a. | had

o. And the management ofit?® a. | had.

o. Where was your daughter living at the time ?
[ She was there with me and the children. |1 had been
taking care of them.

o. Was there any condition upon which Peter lived
there, and had anything to do with the place ? a. No,
sir.

o Ho -has spoken of your removing him off the
place  a. VYes, sir; the way | came to talk to him was
he was about two-thirds tight, and he began to abuse his
wife— (interrupted.]

o. Yever mind that; were you present at the time
of the talk with John Golden, at the house in Freehold,
and if so who wére there ? a. My daughter and | went
down there.

0. State what the conversation was in reference to
the property 2 a . Well, I will tell you—I(Stopped.)

Adjourned until Friday morning, September 29th,
1876, at 10 A . M .

Defendants’ Counsel Re-Called Samuel Knapp for

Further Direct Examination.

0. | was asking you about going to Freehold, 1

you rememhber? A . Yes, sir.
0. Well, where did you go from 2 a. 1 went

from my house in Yew Brunswick.
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@ What prompted your going? A. Well— In-

h At whose request was it? A. Through my
sais request.

0. Thelast question was on Friday, as to what the
asastimwas in reference to the property, and with
viomit ves A. Well, my daughter spoke to Peter
adtddhmwhat she had come down for, and told him
TIldane down for to see about the farm, and he went
adtodkhis father out of the room, and they was gone
srneune and when they came back in there he told
latlethis father was willing that he should sell the

Q Well, sell the place to whom ? A. To my son
atoher. Well, you see it was coming to my daughter.

@ Was this a week day or Sunday ? A. It was
mSunday we went down there.

@ Well, how long did you stay? A. I think we
sadover night.

@ Now, what else was done in reference to the
ﬁl‘;iHV\Eﬂlyou and the parties? A. Well, he con-
sawadsaid he was willing to sell it.

@ Peter did? A Yes, sir.

0. Satewhat the terms were, and give us all the
talkk A. Well, my daughter talked more to him than
Iddabout it.

@ Well, what was the talk? A. Well, that is
petymuch all the talk there was, except he wanted that
bsftherand I should meet him down at the farm that
vek

@ Did he say anything about the price ? A. Not
tatI knowot.

Q Sir? A. No, sir; not to my knowledge.

@ In this talk you were present ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Was anything said about the time ot payment ?

No, sir; nothing was said about any payment.

@ Was anything said about the nature of the deed
awhat kind of deed should be made? A. The deed
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was to be for the amount of the encumbrances on the
place, $17,000.

@ Well, was anything said about the kind of paper
and who was to own the farm—who it was for—in this
Freehold talk ? A. My son was the one that was going
to pay for the place. \

@ No, I am asking you for the talk? A. No, sir
nothing was said about that.

@. You are stating the conversation wherein Peter
and your daughter, and yourself, and her father took part;
now was there any proposition made by any one? A.—
No, sir; not by me; I did not.

@ I did not ask if it was made by you, but by any
of the parties that you have spoken of as being present
there ; was any proposition made ? A. No, sir; not that
I remember.

Q. In respect to the farm ? A. No, sir.

@ Was not it mentioned that you should meet a
the house at the farm ? A. Oh ! I think that was to be
on Wednesday or Thursday.

@ Well, who proposed that day ? A. Peter.

@ Peter did ? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Well, then, proceed? A. Well, he had ratad
the farm out to a man named Bedle, and he wnnted that
we should go down arid see the situation which he vt
oft and left it in; and he said he was to sue him for dam-
ages.

@ Why was this meeting postponed—for what rea-
son? A. I could not tell you.

@+ How7? .A. 1 could not tell you.

Q. Peter proposed it, you say? A. Yes, sir.

@ Who was present when he proposed it? A. His
father, and my daughter and myself.

@ Hid you go to New Brunswick or to the farm?
A. We went to New Brunswick from Freehold.

@. Was your daughter with you ? A. Yes, sir.

@. Hid you go to the farm on the day that was spo-
ken of? Yes, sir.
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@ Who was to be there by that arrangement? A.
M. Golden.

@ Who else ? A. His father.

@ Who else? A. Not any one that I heard of,
aly my daughter; she went with me there.

® Then you went there from New Brunswick, you
adyour daughter, to the farm ? A. Yes, sir.

@ On this day that was appointed? A. Yes, sir.

@ Who was at the farm when you got there, and
while you were there ; give us the names of the parties ?
A There was no one there except Peter and his father,
admy daughter and myself.

@ Was that on Sunday, or a week day? A. On
aweek day.

@ Tell us who was there then ; Peter and his fath-
a;you and your daughter ? A. Yes, sir.

@ This was at the farm ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Well, goon; did you go to the house? A. Yes,
ar.

@ What was the subject of your talk there respect-
ingthe farm, between you four people ? A. Well, they
appeared to be very willing to sell it.

@ By the Vice Chancellor. You must not state what
appeared to be, but state what was said. When you state
whet appeared, you state simply your own judgment and
oprion in the matter, and that is not evidence; but what-
ewroccurred there, is evidence ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Further Direct. Give us the talk just as it comes
tovour memory ? A. Well, sir, (A pause.)

Q By the Vfce Chancellor. What Mr. Allen wants

that you shall tell everything that was said there, to the
betof your recollection ? A. I want to do it, may it
Peseyour Honor, if I can think of it.

@ Further direct. Well, proceed ? A. 1 know we

hiked about the farm, and they appeared to be willing to

Y Well, proceed; give us the talk; who did the
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most of the talking ? A. My daughter did the most of
the talking.

Q. Well, tell us what she said, all of you being pres-
ent ? A. Well, she spoke about it, and Mr. Golden
wanted to know if we would pay off all Peter’s debts, be-
side the mortgages, you know.

@ No, I do not know anything about it? A
Well, besides the mortgages then, and I told him that we
would not.

@ Well, state the rest of it? A. And my daugh-
ter told him the same, and she said that if we paid off
these mortgages that was enough.

Q. Well, now tell us what else occurred; you say
that she said you would not do it; that it was enough to
pay the encumbrances? A. Well, they appeared to be
willing to take it.

@ You say they appeared to be ? A. Well, they
were willing to take the $17,000.

@. Now, then, what was said about making a deed;
what was the arrangement ? A. 1 guess there was noth-
ing said.

@ You guess so? A. I think so.

@ How could the farm be sold without a deed? A
Well, Peter came up there the next— (Interrrupted.)

@ Never mind; we want what took place here,
first? A. That is pretty much all that took place,

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. 1Is that all you remember?
A. That is pretty much all.

Q. Well, pretty much all; they want everything?

30 A. Well, it is all.

Q. Farther Direct. What room was it in that this
talk was had; try and connect your mind with something
or other; was there a stove in the room ? A. It wasin
the back parlor.

@. Was there a fire in the room ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Were you all pretty close together; just de
scribe how you were ? A. Yes, sir; we were not very

far apart.
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q Then you got to the stage of it where you say,
they wanted Peter’s debts to be paid, besides the encum-
brarces ; and you and your daughter said no; that you would
paynothing but the $17,000; now, was anything else said—
#to when the deed was to be made ? A. No ! no!

@ Was anything else said about any papers being
made, and if so, who should write them? A. No, sir;
nota word. m,> : < 4

@ Was there any proposition from any of the par-
tiesthat there should be any written agreement about
thsarrangement ? A. No, sir.

0. By none of the parties then present at all? A.
No, sir.

q@ How long were you all there together; half a
day, or an hour, or twenty minutes? A. We might
hae been there—well not half a day, three or four hours.

q@ Were you and your daughter there first, or Mr.
GColden? A. I think Mr. Peter S. Golden was there
fit, and then his father came.

q@ Was anything said about what time the sale
should be consummated—finished up, and where it should
be? A. No, sir.

q@ You say that they agreed to take the encum-
brances tor the property ; then what wras said by you and
your daughter in response to that, if anything? A. Mr.

| Golden said he would go up to New Brunswick and see
ot it—talk it over.

q. Which Mr. Golden ? A. Peter S. Golden.

( That he would go up to New Brunswick to see
adotit? A. Yes, sir.

Q Well, then, where did you go with your daugh-
ter; did you go back to New Brunswick? A. Yes, sir

q Was she present at all that conversation between
youand Peter Golden and John Golden? A. Yes, sir.

@ At the house I mean ? A. Yes, sir.

g Your daughter was present at all the conversa-
timyou had with the parties? A. Yes, sir.

¢ At the house on the place ? A. Yes, sir.
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@ Now, did you go to New Brunswick afterwards?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. In connection with this business? A. Yes, s

@ To Mr. Strong’s office ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Well, at New Brunswick; did Peter Golden then
come again about it? A. Yes, sir.

How long after ? A. The next Saturday.
Following ? A. Y’es, sir.
Now state who was present at that time? A—

Q. Peter S. Golden, I mean ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Did old Mr. Golden come too? A. No, dir.

@. Only Peter S. Golden ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Did he come alone? A. With my son.

Q. After you were at the farm house ? A. Yes,
sir.

Q.

Q.

Q.

Peter S. Golden, my son, myself and my daughter.

@. In relation to this farm business ? A. Well,
they talked it over on Sunday and talked a number of
times about it, but never came to any conclusion.

@ Who do you mean ? A. My son and Mr. Gol-
den.

@ While you were present? A. 1 was present
part of the time ; I was in and out.

Q. State now, what transpired at that time? A.—
Well, they did not come to any conclusion about the farm
and on Monday, when they started to go to New York I
took them down to the depot, and they were talking it
over again in the wagon ; and Peter seemed to be way of,
you could not get anything out of him; and finally Sara-
uebasked him what he wanted, and he said—(Interrupted.!

@ By Complainant W ere you there then? A 1
was in the wagon, taking them down.

@. Further Direct. Well? A. And Samuel asked
him what he wanted ; and he said he wanted more than
the $17,000, otherwise he would have no money left.
Them was his words.

Q. Well, go ahead? A. 1 told my son to let the

farm go and have no more to do with it.
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Q Well, wliat else ; give us all that talk ; I under-
stand you to say this was in the wagon? A. Yes, sir;
going down to the depot.

0. Well? a. Well, I took them to the depot, and
ﬂ]ygot out and I went on down to the city.

@ You said that Peter wanted more than $17,000,
htyou have not told us whether there was any answer
fromyour son to that? A. My son said no; he would
gve nothing more than the mortgages on the place.

@ Then after that they went away and you went
ae? A Yes, sir.

@ Now, then, when was there any talk about it at
Vylhyou were present, in respect to the farm next; state
vimit was and what it was? & . Well, I cannot recol-
letwhet time it was, but my son wrote a letter up to his

0. By the Vice Chancellor. You mean your daugh-
ta? A. Yes, sir.

0. Farther Direct Is that the next you heard ? a.
Yes, sir.

@ There was a letter written to your daughter you
55? A. Yes, sir; that he— (Interrupted.) 0Objected to.

¢G. Were you present at a talk at any time, between
Yardaughter and Peter, in respect to the farm, after the
Htarcne? a. 1 don’t remember that I was.

@ Were you present when the letter came to the
howe? A. Well, my daughter read the letter to me.

0. Then you were there ? A. Yes, sir.

® Was there any talk between your daughter and
Rarand yourself, either one of you at that time about
tefan? 1n rausen

0. By the Vice Chancellor. After the letter was re-
(ﬂ.\fer. Knapp, was there any talk between Mr. Peter
(ddnadhis wife and yourself, about the farm? ;
TBBwas, yes, sir ; but I don’t know as I can recollect it.

§. Further Direct. Was the letter read in the pres-
are of Mr. Golden? A . Yes, sir; Mr. Golden was
there and it was read in his presence.
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@ How long after the time you were in the wagon
was that 2 A. The same week; about the middle of the
week I should guess.

Q. Was there any other person present at the time
of the reading of the letter, besides Peter, your daughter
and yourself? A. I guess not, sir; I do not know
whether my wife was there or not.

@ It was in your house ? A. Yes, sir.

@ You spoke ’bout a transaction in Mr. Strong’sof-
fice when you got the deed ; now, who went into posses-
sion of the farm immediately after that? A. 1 did, and
have possession yet.

@. How, then, who attended the farm after that—
under whose direction was it run ? A. My son wanted
that I should go down and take charge ofit and I did so

@. How, under whose direction was the farm tilled?
A. Under my son’s, using my own judgment in putting
the fields in.

@. Under your judgment as to putting the fields in?
A, Yes, sir; for farming.

@ For what period of time? A. Well, I guess it
was in March, about the middle of March, 1874.

@. 1 say, for how long under your own judgment—was
it one season or all the time ? A. All the time except a
year ago, when I was out in York State for a little while.

@ Then under whose direction were the tills put
in ? A. Well, my daughter mostly, and Mr. Golden
was kind of overseeing it.

@. Peter Golden? A. Yes, sir.

@ How, who furnished the stock; you say it was
done under your direction as to the tills, using your
own judgment ; now, who furnished the stock ? A. I did.

@ Who paid the hands ? A. 1 did myself, sir.

@ I mean the hands working on the place ? A.—
Yes, sir; I done it, myself and my daugheer ; my son
sent my daughter money7and she paid Mr. William fal-
len, and I paid the others.

Q. What year was this that your daughter paid that.



IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY. 95

j. This was in 1874 that she paid Mr. fallen ; and
gree that I paid them myself.

@ In 1875, can you tell us about who paid the ex-
penses of the farm ? A. 1 did.

Q Sir? A. 1 did.

Q@ Well, part or all ? A. Well, pretty much about
all, Mr. Golden had two or three things there, and I
lat him money for to pay for them; he wanted some
morey to go offto York, and I lent him some; and he
carted away potatoes for to pay him.

Q@ Who had the produce ? A. Mr. Golden carted
dfalot of potatoes, and I carted some.

@ What year did Mr. Golden cart some? A I
anlld not say, but I guess it was all of a third ; I guess he
toock away a third of them.

@ What year, I asked? A. Last year, I guess.

@ Outside of that wbo had the crops, «ee—the pro-
dee? A, 1 did.

@ In regard to the improvements and fences, and
building and fixing, who wknt to that expense after you
gtthe deed ? A. 1 did.

@ Who paid for them ? A. I did. I put up some-
thing like one hundred panels of new fences this Spring.

@ Take the jrear 1874, before the suit was brought,
M. Knapp? A. What do you mean ?

In regard to fixing the property ? A. My son
gat the paint up to paint the house.

@ Was anything else done besides painting the house ?
A Not much ; no, sir. They all hung by their eye-lids.

@ Cross-Ex. You said you signed this agreement,
M- Knapp? A. 1 did; against my will, too.

@ In that matter you say—or what do you say ;
that you were acting as your son’s agent in the matter of
this farm? A. I never said that I was any agent.

@ Iunderstand that you have sworn here that you
did this at your son’s request ; and took this farm in your
8&8iiame? A. Yes, sir; I did; fori had got one of
“yownat Yew Brunswick.
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@ Have you not made a conveyance of that one?
A. Ko, sir.

@ Have you not signed a conveyance ? A. Ko, sr.

Q. After you took this deed and signed the agree
ment in Mr. Strong’s office, did you report to your sm
what you had done ? A. Ko, sir.

@ Did you never tell him anything about it? A
Ko, sir; I never mentioned the paper to him.

®. Did you never tell him that you had a deed? A
Yes, sir; I did; I told him I had took the deed at his re
quest.

@ When did you tell him that you had taken the
deed ? A. About the time I took it.

Q. Well, I want you to give us the actual time? A
I could not tell you.

@ You were at Mr. Strong’s office on Monday;
now, when was it after that, that you told your son you
had taken this deed for the property? A. The next
time he came up.

@+ When was that? A. Well, whether it was the
next Saturday or not, I could not say.

@. The next time he came up you told him? A—
Yes, sir.

$. That is, came to Kew Brunswick ? A. Yes, sr.

@ You had on that day the possession of a nort-
gage for $7,000—on the day you were in Mr. Strong’sd-
fice ? A. I had; yes, sir.

@ Did your son come up to stay over Sunday the
next Saturday when you say you reported to him ? A—
He generally came out every Saturday, every week ar
every two weeks.

Q. And he staid there during Sundays? A. Yes
sir.

@. You had plenty of time to converse with him.
A. Yes, sir.

@ Did he write this letter for you, “ exhibit G
which is dated thirtieth of March ? A. Yes, sir; e
talked about that before he wrote it.
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Q@ He talked about that before he wrote it? A -
Yes, sir.

Q Where was it he wrote this? A. 'I could not
sy, sir, whether he wrote it at home or whether he wrote
itat New York.

Q@ Did you see him write it? 4. Ho, sir.

Q He wrote it with your authority ? a. Well, he
tod me he was going to write it to Mr. Golden.

@ And he used your name with your authority ?
A Yes, sir; I did not tell him for to use my name. 10

@ Did he use your name with your authority ? A.
Well, he did ; he wanted to see about the payments, how
mrch money Golden wanted.

Q@ Did he use your name with or without your au-
thority? A. 1 did not give him any authority to sign
thet,

@ You have looked at the letter and know what it *
i? A Yes, sir; but never before I saw it here, though.

® Did you ever know he had written that letter ?
A He told me he had written the letter. 70

@ Then you withheld from him the information of
what transpired in Mr. Strong’s office, when you saw him
athe Saturday afterwards ? A. What do you mean ?

Q@ Why, you say you reported to Mr. Knapp, your
gm that the deed had been made from Peter Golden to
you, but you withheld from him the information that you
hed made the agreement which you did to Mr. Golden?
A TInever told him about that.

Q@ You recollectit? A. Ido; it was against my gQ
Wilto; I never would have done it if it had not been

through my daughter.

@ Thatis not whatI ask you; just answer my
questionn. Knowing that you had made the agreement
which you say was to give your daughter, in the way you
hae stated it, the property, you withheld that informa-
timfrom your son ? A. Ho, sir; I never told any per-
smabout it ; I never thought it worth much anyhow.
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@ Why, did you not tell him ? A. Well, I domt
know ; I do not tell him all T know.

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. Why did not you tdl
him you had executed such a paper to Mr. Golden? A
Well, T will tell you the reason ; I never thought it worth
telling.

@. Further Cross. Then you cannot give any other
reason why you did not tell your son than that you never
thought it was worth anything? A. Yes, sir.

@ You say your daughter took this agreement?
A. Yes, sir.

. Did she ever talk to you about that agreement
afterwards ? A. She never did, sir.

Q. Has she ever had any conversation with you
about that agreement up to the commencement of this
suit? A. Never; no, sir.

@ You say then, Mr. Knapp, for I want to under-
stand you distinctly, that you had no conversation in any
way with your daughter, about that agreement, sinceit

signed and given to her, up to the commencement of
this suit? A. No, sir; nor I have never seen it from
the time I signed it.

@. (To the Stenographer. Do not take that down; it
is not in answer to my question.) She never then
told you it was lost? A. No, sir; I know nothing about
it.

@ In 1874, when you sent this money, your son
Samuel Knapp, wrote the letter for you. A. Yes, sir.

@ Was not your name—you sent money to Golden
—$5,000 to Mr. Golden in the Spring of 1874, for which
we have your checks here ; they are your checks, are they
not? A. I guess I took it to him.

@  You took it to him? A. Yes, sir.

@ At that time you supposed that agreement wes
still outstanding, did not you ? A. I don’t know.

@. By the Vice Chancellor. The question put to you
is, whether at the time you paid the money to John Gol-
den, you still supposed that the agreement you signed &
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Hr. Strong’s office was outstanding ? A. I did not know
anything about it any more than you do, may it please
your Honor ; I had never seen it again.

Q Further Gross. You knew you made it? A .—
Yes, sir. -y on-: A m.

@ And you knew you signed it? A. Yes, sir.

Q@ And you knew your daughter took it? A. Yes,
gr.

@ And you did not know anything to the contrary
bt what she still held it, at the time you sent this $5,000
toGolden to pay him ? A. Yes, sir—well, it was $5,400,
wes not it ?

@ Did you pay $400 interest that Spring? A. 1
paid what was coming to Golden in hack interest.

In the Spring of 1874 you paid the interest on
the $10,000 mortgage, that was due at that time? A.—
Yes, sir.

@ How, then, since that time— (Interrupted.) A.
Hold on; when I paid him that interest it was by a $400
cheek, with the $5,000, and you have a check here for
that very amount; and then I gave him a check for $300,
and that makes $700 that I paid him in interest, which
wes back for one year.

@ Those are the checks you refer to ; your checks
payable to the order of John Golden ? (Handing witness
checks) A. Those are the ones.

@ And theyr were paid ? A. Yes, sir.

@ You afterwards sent another $1,000, March twen-
ty-ninth, 1875; now at that time you had heard nothing
tothe contrary of the agreement being still outstanding
ad in your daughter’s hands ? A. 1 knew nothing
about it.

Q@ Well, you heard nothing to the contrary? A.
Ny sir.

@ By that agreement, Mr. Knapp, you were to con-
vy, you say, the farm to her and the heirs of her body,
a how were you to convey it ? A. That, I believe, is
theway the paper read, and what was calculated, too ; it
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was what was calculated from my son, to give it her ad
her heirs.

Q. And that was to be in eighteen months, I under-
stand ? A. I guess that is the way it read.

@. Eighteen months from the date ofit ? A. Yes, sr.

@ Now, in September, 1875, the eighteen nonths
would have expired at thattime, would it not ? A. Yes
sir.

@ From March ninth, 1874, to September, 187
would be eighteen months, would it not ? A. Yes, ar

@. Now, when that eighteen months was up, did
you ask your daughter for that agreement? A. Ny
sir.

@ You still supposed she held it? A. I didmt
know anything about it.

@. You did not know anything to the contrary but
that she still held it? A. No, sir; I did not know
whether she had it or Mr. Golden had it.

@ You did not know anything to the contrary but
that she still held it then ? A. No, sir.

@ And yet you never asked her for it? 1i. I
never did, sir.

@ And never offered to convey it to her? A—
No, sir.

®. And she never said anything to you about it?
A. No, sir.

@ The payments which you made to John Golden
were intended to be payments by you upon the mortgage
encumbrances upon that farm, were they not? A. Yes,
sir; that came from my son, or was sent to me, and I took
them over to him.

Q. No; I did not ask you that; I ask you whether
the payments you made were for the purpose of paying
the mortgage debt of John Golden against that farm?
A. Yes, sir.

@. Do you mean to say that Peter did not farm that
farm the second year, 1875 ? A. I let him run it alittle
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while in the Spring, but I took charge of it in the Sum-
e,

 Did you not both run it? A: No; he did, I
say, in the Spring for a while.

@ What year? A. 1875; and then he went away
and ploughed a meadow that I did not want him to plow.

Q@ Well, never mind that; he staid all that year of
185? A. No, sir; but he was backwards and forwards,
bt did not do anything on the farm at all.

@ Now, in the Spring of 1874, did you, or not, re-
pat to Peter about the condition of the stock upon the
farm? A. There was no stock there except sheep, and
hdfof them was about dead when I went there.

Q@ Well, I asked you if you did not report to him ?
1. No, sir.

@ Not about the sheep on the farm ? A. Well, there
was sheep on the farm, and he got a man to see to them ;
adthree or four of them were about dead, anyhow.

@ Did you or not report to him about them? A.

sir; I did not; or, I do not think I did.

@ See whether this is one of your letters? A .—
W, this—/A Pause.)

Q By the Vice Chancellor. Is that letter in your hand-
witing, sir? A. Yes, sir.

Q Further Cross. And you sent it in the course of
ttemail? A. Yes, sir; I thinkit was. (Said letter was
marked “ exhibit H,” the same being dated April fifteenth,
1874) .

@ How did you go to Holmdel on that day when
youwent to Holmdel with your daughter; did you drive
down, or go down by car? A. I drove in my own con-
veyarce.

V- You went in your, own conveyance? A. Yes,
8, with a horse and buggy.

One horse ? A. One, I think.

@ One horse? A. Yes, sir.

@ And a buggy ? A. Yes, sir.

@ To Holmdel ? A. Yes, sir.
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@ Are you sure on that occasion you took your
daughter with you ? A. I know it.

@ You had been down before to Freehold—how
long before that had you been to Freehold ? A. That
was on Sunday.

@ Well, how long before? A. We went to the
farm on Wednesday or Thursday, from Freehold.

® You say you went down to Holmdel and met
these parties on the farm ? A. Yes, sir.

Qm And before that time you went to Freehold ? A
Yes, sir.

@ Now, I want to know how long before that it
was that you went to Freehold ? A. I told you that we
went down to Freehold on the Sunday previous to this
Wednesday or Thursday.

@. Only two or three days before? A. Two ar
three days before.

@. This meeting at Freehold, then, was only two ar
three days prior to this? A. That is all.

®* You had nothing to fix your mind upon the dates
at all, as to this meeting? A. Nothing, only what I re-
member, sir.

@ Have you not confused some other meeting a
Holmdel with this one ? A. No, sir.

@ What was your object in going down to see John
Golden ? A. To see whether the old gentleman was wil-
ling that his son should sell the place.

Q. But the did gentleman did not own the place/
A. No, sir; but my son wanted that I should go and see
whether he would consent to it.

@. The old gentleman only held a mortgage against
the property? A. That is all, and we held one, too.

Q. Well, if Peter was the absolute owner of it, why
did you go to the old gentleman to get his consent? A
Well, because I thought it would show some respect to
him; it was my son’s and daughter’s notion.

@ Did you not go because it was a family arrange-
ment, that the farm should be conveyed to you for certain
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purposes, and for that reason you wanted to consult the
fathe? A, No, sir. TR 3 |

@ Peter was more than of age then, was not he ?
A 1 guess so.

0. How old do you suppose he was? A. 1 do not
koow his age.

@ In 1874 what was it, in your judgment? A.
Betwixt thirty and forty, I should think.

Q@ He always acted for himself? A. He did for
dl I know. 10

@ You never consulted the old gentleman about
hmbefore? A. The old gentleman and I talked about
Peter's conduct a number of times, but not about this, but
abot Peter’s conduct.

@ Did you talk with him before about the sale of
thsproperty ? A. No, sir.

@ The old gentleman, I mean ? A. No, sir.

Q@ You did then, though? A. No ;I told you be-
foethat ray daughter done pretty much all the talking.

Q I want to know whether you had a talk with the 20
ddgentleman ? A. No, sir; I do not think I did say
anything about the sale.

@ Did you talk in the presence of Elizabeth Gol-
dnor Elinor Golden ? A. No, sir.

Q@ You know her, do not you? A. Yes, sir; she
wenot there ; she was at Mr. Dorrance’s, sick.

@ Did you see her on the second of April when
you went down to pay him—1I understand you went down
to Freehold and paid this money in person? A. Yes, sir;

I did 30

Did you see her on the second of April? A. 1
drit remember whether I did or not, but she had been
sikfor sometime ?

@ Well, T asked you if you recollect seeing her ?

A No, sir; I do not.

Q Where did you get the potatoes from that you
panted on the farm in 1874 ? A. They was in the cel-
lardown there.
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Q. Wei], they came from the farm; they were
-feter s potatoes, were not they ? A. I don’tknow whose
potatoes they was.

@ Well, of course they was his; they were inthe
cellar; the oats in the granary; there were oats there
were not they? A. There was eight bushels, but I
would not have given four cents a bushel for them.

@ Was there corn in the crib? A. Yes sir
about forty bushels.

@. How many bushels of corn ? A. Forty or fifty
bushels, and I can tell you about the stock if you want to
know about it.

@+ No, never mind.

@. Re-Direct Ex. Yes, tell what you want to say
about it? A! He said I gave to my daughter some
horses,” but I never gave them to any one. I bought them
and paid for them, and have them yet; and he tried to
bribe one of his hands there— (Interrupted.) Ojjected to
and overruled.

Q. This letter, you say, Peter brought to your daugh.
ter; do you remember what became of that letter? A
No, sir.

. @ You have not it in your possession ? A. No,
sir.
. @. | ou never had it in your possession ? A. No,
sir.

®@. And have never seen it since it was read there in
the presence of the parties ? A. Wo, sir.

@ And you do not know where itis'now, of course?
A. No, sir.

@. I understand that you swear that neither in the
conversation at Mr.Grolden’s house, on Sunday, or at the
conversation at the farm during the subsequent week, was
there any mention made about anv written agreement to
be executed at the time of the delivery of the deed ? A
No, sir.

Q. And the first agreement spoken of was at M.
Strong’s office ? A. Yes, sir.
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Q@ To what sheep does the letter of April fifteenth,
I 184 refer to? A. The sheep on the farm.

@ Whose sheep? A. Well, I owned part of them;
I Towned about one-third of them.

@ Whose sheep were killed ? A. Well, the most
I ofthe Southdowns he claimed. They was killed.

Q By the Vice Chancellor. 1 understand you to say
I that this paper, which was executed by you at Mr. Strong’s
I dficg was executed under Mr. Strong’s advice? A. Yes,
Iar

@ And he advised that it was a proper paper for
Iyoutoexecute? A. Well, he thought it was; but I ob-

jected.

@ And he advised that it was a proper paper for
youto sign? A. Yo, sir; he did not say anything about
itwas a proper paper, as I understood.

Q Did he advise you that it was necessary that you
ghould execute it ? A. He thought, may be it would be
best.

Q@ He drew it? A. Yes, sir.

§. After it was drawn, and before you saw your son

| next, did you confer with any lawyer about the paper 72—
"4, No, sir.

Q@ How did you get the impression, then, that the
paper, having been executed in Mr. Strong’s office, he
advising you that it was best that it should be executed,
andhehaving drawn it—how did you get the impression
oropinion that it was worthless ? A. Well, it was mere-
lyamemorandum, you know—or, rather, that is what I
cllit. There was no seal on it, and no acknowledgment
toit, nor any witnesses to it.

@ I understand you to say that you stated to Mr.
Rter S. Golden, at Mr. Strong’s office, that the farm was
beingbought for your daughter? A. Yes, sir.

@ Had you made any such statement as that to him
before that time ? A. To Peter S. Golden ?

@ Yes, sir? A. He knew it at the time.

@ You evidently do not understand my question.—
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You stated to Mr. Peter S. Golden, at Mr. Strong’s office,
that the farm was being bought for your daughter? A
Yes, sir.

@ Now, my question to you is, had you made any
such statement as that to him before that time ? A. Oh!
it had been talked of.

@. Where was that fact first mentioned? A 1
guess it was at my house ; I think so.

@ How long before you went to Mr. Strong’s of-
fice? A. Well, as1 stated a little while ago, it was on
a Sunday, you know.

@. The Sunday before you went to Mr. Strong’s of-
fice? A. Ohi yes, before that; because they went to
Hew York, you know, and then sent me a letter back.

Q. About how long was it between the time that
that statement was made t6 Peter S. Golden, and the time
you went to Mr. Strong’s office to have the deed prepared?
A. A week or ten days.

Q. Further Cross. Mr. Strong did business for you
before that? A. Yes, sir.

@  And he was your lawyer ? A. He had been.

Q. Further Direct The Court has asked you a ques-
tion to which you answered a week or ten days; now,
who was present during that first talk, when you first
made the statement you speak of? A. At Mr. Strong’s
office, do you mean ?

@ Ho, sir; I mean the first time the statement was
made ? A. Do you mean about the farm ?

Q. Yes, sir; when you first mentioned about the
farm being purchased for your daughter? A. My son
and daughter were there at my house.

@.  On that occasion ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Any other persons? A. My wife may have
been there.

@ Was it at your house ? A. Yes, sir.

@. Further Cross. At Hew Brunswick? A. Yes,

sir.
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Q Ilow long before you went to Mr. Strong’s office ?
I Oh! she had been there for a year.

@ No, no; you do not understand me; how long
was this conversation before you went to Mr. Strong’s of-
fieto have the paper executed ? A. I guess it was only a
dyortwo; I don’t know but what it was the next day after
we received the letter— Mr. Golden came up with the old
deed

@ Further Direct Prior to the talk about purchas-
ingthe farm, your son was in negotiation for buying a
hosein New7York ? A. Yes, sir.

@ For your daughter ? A. Yes, sir; and he got
hissister and me to go and look at it.

Defendants’ Counsel also Called John 1». Conover,

SWOI‘I’I.

@ You are acquainted with Peter S. Golden ? A.
Yes, sir.

@ How long have you known him ? A. About
twenty years.

@ Do you know this farm we have been talking of?
L Yes s

@ The Golden farm ? A. Well, not very much ;
Tamnot very much acquainted with it.

@ Not very much? A, No, sir; I never have
beenon it except to ride through it on the road.

@ How long have you known it in that way? A.
for the last twrenty-five years.

@ How far do you live from it, t>r did you live from
tin1874? A. 1In 1874 1 lived about two miles and a
Hf, or three miles, probably, from it.

@ Did you notice it at that time in 1874 ? A. Not
particularly, sir.

@ Did you notice its condition ? A. I did not; I
didnot pass there very often, and then I moved up into
Holmdel township, in the Spring of 1874.

Q@ You did not notice it particularly then, before

10
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that time; now what was 1t worth in 1.874? A. Wel
sir; it is impossible for me to tell from the fact that I do
not know anything at all about it; I never was on it, as]
say, before that time.

By the Vice Chancellor to Defendants’ Counsel. Anything
else, sir, with this witness ?

Defendants’ Counsel. Well, I propose to show, in addition
to what is in the pleadings, the intemperance of
Peter S. Golden, if it is allowed by the Court, and
that by Peter S. Golden’s management of the prop-
erty resulting from that system of life, Samuel P.
Knapp had to furnish the livelihood of Peter S. Gol-
den and his wife and family. I propose to show that
as circumstances showing why he became the legal
holder of the farm—first Samuel Knapp and then
Samuel P. Knapp. Itis to rebut the presumption
or evidence on their side of the reasonableness of the
reason why the deed should be made to the wife and
children.

The Vice Chancellor overruled the testimony.

Defendants’ Coun sel also Called Elizabeth W. Gol-

den, Sworn.

Q. By Mr. Allen. What is your age ? A. Thirty-
SIX.

@ How? A. Thirty-six last June.

@ What is the age of your father? A. Seventy
or seventy-one; I can’t say which, just now.

Q. You lived at this farm you have heard talk of?
A. T did.

@ How long? A. Four years before I went to
Hew York.

Q. Well, before you lived on the farm, where did
you live ? A. Before I was married, or after ?

@ When you were married, where did you nowe
to? A. On this farm at Holmdel.
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How long ? A. Four years.
Then where did you move ? A. New York.
How long did you live there ? A. One year.
Then where did you moveto ? A. New Bruns-
wick to my father’s.

¢ How long were you there ? A. One year.

q¢ You heard the evidence, or most of the evidence
mthis case; now, I call your attention to a visit you heard
spoken of to Freehold, to Mr. Golden and Peter? A. Yes.

q¢ Do you remember when that was? A. Yes, sir. 10

q¢ What prompted that visit; just state how you
cneto go there? A. We were talking— (Interrupted.)

@ Who are we? A. Why, Mr. Peter S. Golden
admyself; or, first, my brother was talking about pur-
chasing a house in New York for me, and I told him I
would consult my husband about it, and I did so; I told
hmmy brother was willing to buy me a house, and that
hehad supported us long enough; and if he would buy
neahouse I could do something towards supporting my-
sdfand children by taking boarders. 20

q Was Peter present at this conversation ? A.—
This conversation was to Peter S. Golden.

¢ Goon? A. 1 said that we had taxed our broth-
etoo much already; and if he was willing to buy me a
house, I would take boarders and try and support myself
adchildren. He remarked that if I bought a house I
would have no income, and that I had better persuade him
tobuy this farm; that he was willing to invest money for
ng and if he bought me a house and lot in New | ork, he
would want to recall the $7,000 mortgage on this farm ; 30
adthat he, my husband, had not the money to pay it off.

¢ What next? A. Well, we were talking some
tneabout it; and then by his persuasions that I should
mtbuy a house in New York ; that my money "would be
mue safe if my brother would invest it in this property
thenI told him to tell my brother to come out to New
Brunswick and see me.

@ By Complainant. . He said that the money would

KRR OR
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be more safe in the farm property? A. That wasM.
Golden’s advice ; that he could not pay the $7,000, if ny
brother called in the mortgage, so as to buy me ahouse
and lot.

Q. Farther Direct Well ? A. 1 told Peter S to
go and see my brother the next day as he went to ifew
York, and to tell him to cotne out and see me, as I wished
to have a conversation with him concerning the house.

@ Well? A. Tie came and I told him—(nter-
rupted.

@ Was Peter there? A. Yo, sir.

@ Well, he did come out? A. Yes, sir; and ad-
vised me to see old Mr. Golden and see if he was willing
that Peter should part with the farm.

@ And then you went to Freehold? A. Yes,
sir.

@ Who with? A. My father. I asked him to
take me down; it was on a Sabbath we went.

@  Who did you see there ? A. 1 saw his father,
and his aunt, and Peter S. Golden. He was not there at
the time we arrived; he was at his sister’s, Mr. John
Dorrance’s wife, and they sent for him and he came over;
and I told him our errand.

@ Well, what did you say? A. That my brother
had advised me to come down there and see his father,
and asked him if he was willing to have him part with the
farm, as he held the first mortgage ; and then he went in-
to another room with his father, by themselves, and was
gone sometime. [ was not present at their interview.
When he returned I asked him what his father said, and
he said his father thought it was the best thing he could
do, and was perfectly willing.

@ Well, willing to do what? A. For him to
part with the farm.

@ Where was your father at that time? A. My
father was sitting in the sitting room, sir, when here-
turned.

@. Was that the same day as you went? A. 1ies>
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sir; the same evening; it was on a Sabbath evening when

they had that interview. #
@ State what occurred? A. I did not hear their
interview. il

Q Well, after that I mean ? A. 1 don’t recollect
aymore than father spoke that, perhaps, it would be the
beet thing to pay off these mortgages on the farm, as it
would save Peter from paying interest.

Q %ﬂ, was anything said about any writing ? A.
To, sir; no writings, nor agreement, nor deed was spoken
dofatthat time; no bargain was made and no arrange-
mat when any bargain should he made.

@ Was any postponement made? A. Yes, sir; [
wsto meet them in the middle of that week down on the
farmy but nothing as I remember, in reference to this
business about the farm; but he wished his father and
nyfather to go down and see the condition that Mr. Be-
diehad left the place in.

@ Now, the next morning— Monday morning ? A.
Nothing particular occurred, that I remember.

Q@ When did you go down to the farm ? A. The
mdde of the week.

@ Did you go? A. 1 did, sir.

@ Who with? A. My father.

Q V“:Z‘]],ngot to the farm—who did you meet
flme? A. I met Peter S. Golden and his father, John
(ddn

@ By the Vice Chancellor. Your father and your
husband, and your husband’s father, and yourself were
there? A. Yes, sir; and I think that they had Mr. Dor-
raneds youngest son with them.

@ Further Direct. Proceed, now, and state what, if
ay, axversatian took place between you and the parties
'IIESKNDthe farm? A. Yes, sir; there was some re-
mlsnade We were in the back parlor, sitting by
ﬂme dl of us; I think it was after we had lunched,
(ﬂIﬁIE;I can’t say which; and while we were sitting by
tedowe in the back room, something was said that
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brought this farm in question, and then they asked M.
Golden if he was willing to take bank stock for the pay
ment of his claim. My father asked Mr. Golden if ke
would take it.

@. Where was Peter then ? A. He was there.-
Mr. Golden said no, he did not know anything about the
stock; he preferred leaving it on the farm where it was
rather than to take bank stock.

@ Well? A. And then Mr. John Golden said
Mr. Knapp, as you are going to pay the mortgage off the
farm, why not set Peter on his feet and pay his private
debts as well; he is owing me $500 or more. Then Pa
told him no, he would not do it, and I objected, too; amd
I said: “ Mr. Golden, I think it is enough if my father
pays off the mortgage, and buys the farm for me, without
paying his private debts.”

Q. State all the conversation? A. That’s all
there was no bargain made for the place, and no agree
ment was spoken of; nor no paper nor nothing at thattine

®. How long were these parties there, that you hawe
mentioned ? A. Well, some part of the day; I can’tsay
how long or how many hours.

Q. How long were they in that room where ths
conversation was? A. Where the conversation was oon
tinued ?

Q Yes? A. 1 don’t think it was over fifteen
minutes. We were all sitting by the stove, and other
topics were brought up.

@ Well* what was the next conversation, if any,
concerning the farm, or the sale of it? A. At that
place, sir, do you mean ?

@ Was there anything else said at that place? A
Ho, sir.

@ Well, when was the next? A. Then we went
home and I can’t say whether it was that Saturday or the
Saturday following, that Mr. Golden came up to my
father’s.
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Q@ Who? A. Peter S. Golden came to my father’s
inNew Brunswick.

@ Was there any talk then? A. Yes, sir; we
ted a conversation; himself and me, and I think my
brother also came with him, if I remember right, and I
think I do.

Q@ Well? A. This was on Saturday. The fol-
lowing Sabbath they talked about the farm ; my brother
ol him, and sometimes my father would make remarks
aot buying the farm for me, and paying these mort-
gegs Mr. Golden wanted more than the face of the
mortgages, and they objected, and said it was all the place
wesworth, and all they thought proper to give; and Mr.
P.8 Golden said that if he let them have the farm for
theamount of the mortgages, he would have nothing left
forhis other debts; that he would have no money left
OR.

Q Well, state if there was any arrangement made ?
1. There was no arrangement made, and no bargain con-
cuded, sir, while they were there. Then they went away
thenext Monday morning; my father took them to the
s

@ Who do you mean by “ them ?7 A. Peter S.
CGolden, Samuel Knapp, and my brother; my father took
themto the cars. That Monday previous to their going
avay they had some conversation concerning the farm,
htdid not come to any decision concerning it; then my
father took them to the cars, and I heard nothing of them
gginuntil Peter S. Golden brought me a letter from my
hrother, stating— (Interrupted.)

Q By Complainant. Are you now about to state
whet the letter said, or your husband said ? A. Mr. Gol-
dnsaid there was a letter from my brother.

@ Further Direct. Where is the letter? A. I don’t
bow. I took no care ofit; I did not think it would be
f any importance.

V- You have tried to find it ? A. Yes, sir; since
thssuit has been commenced, but not before.
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@ Could you find it at all? A. No, sir.

@ Do you know what has become ofit? A
sir; I do not. ,

@ How long after you read the letter was it you
saw it ? A. I don’t remember taking any care of the
letter.

Q. You don’t know as you saw it after you read it?

' o’

By vetendants’ counser  We offer to prove the content®

of the letter.

Complainants’ counsel objected until he had first cross-eiam-
ined witness upon it.

e- cross-ix. (as to proofofloss.) This letter, you
your husband handed to you ? A. Yes, sir.
@ And you had it? A. 1 did, in his presence and
lead it, and opened it in his presence.
@ Did you keep it? A. Ho, sir; I did not.
# Who did you give it to ? A. I don’t recollect;
I think I laid it on the dining table, sir; Mr. Golden may
have picked it up, for all I know; I think he did and
read it afterwards.
@’ What did you do with the letter after that? A
I don’t remember.
@. Have you ever seen it since ? A. No, sir; mnot
to my recollection.
@. Since it was on the dining room table, I mean?
A. No, sir; except when I saw Mr. Golden, my hus
band, read it.
) @ You have never seen it since that? A. No,
sir.
@ Where was it when you last saw it? A. In
Peter S. Golden’s hands.
@+ Hid he take it away? A. I can’t say.
@ Did you notice what became of it? A. I did
not.
@. Did you notice what became of him? A. No,

sir.
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Q Did you notice whether he took the letter or not ?
i. Ican’t say.

@ Well, it was your letter ? A. It was sent to me.

@ And was directed to you ? A. Yes, sir; and it
wesconcerning the business he transacted with my brother.

@ Since that time, the last you saw of it was in his
hands? A.  Yes, sir; Mr. Golden was then reading it.

@ Did you see him take it away ? A. No, sir.

@ Where did he get it from ? A. I cannot say

whether T handed it to him, or whether he picked it up off 10

tretable.

@ This was at New Brunswick? A. Yes, sir.

® You were living there at that time ? A. [ was.

Q@ Did he go away after that? A. No, sir; not
untll we went to Mr. Strong’s office.

@ Was that the very day you went to Mr. Strong’s
dfic? A. Yes, sir.

@ What time in the morning did you read this let-
ta? A. Sometime in the forenoon ; I can’t state the
hore

@ When was it you saw it in his possession ? A.
Immediately after reading it to my father.

@ How long had you had it before you saw it in
hspossession ? A. I simply read it, sir.

@ And all you recollect of it is from reading it at
thttime? . A. Yes, sir.

Q@ And after it passed out of your hands you never
»awit again? A. No, sir.

@ And then you immediately got ready to go to
M Strong’s office ? A. Yes, sir; we made preparation
tog® it gave us directions in that letter to go and have
thedeed drawn in my father’s name, that they had made
abargain at the depot.

Did he come in the train that morning from New
Brunswick? A. 1 can’t say.

@ When did you first see him that morning ? A.
Inthe forenoon.

20
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@ What time did you go to Mr. Strong’s? A.~
Directly after he came.

@ What time in the day ? A. 1 can’t tell the
hour, sir.

Q. Morning or afternoon ? A. I think it was the
middle of the forenoon, as near as I can remember.

@ Did Mr. Golden come from New York that
morning? A. 1 can’t say, sir, where he came from
Objected to.  Overruled.

@+ 1 understand you he brought it there that morn-
ing? A. Yes, sir.

@ At what time? A. I can’t say. Ojected ta
Overruled.

@. Have you asked Mr. Golden since for it? A —
For that letter ?

@  For that letter? A. No, sir.

@ Did you ever have any conversation with him
about it? A. No, sir ; not about that letter.

@ You say you made a search for it since the suit
commenced ? A. I did.

@ Where? A. In my trunk, among some other
letters.

@ In your trunk where? A. At the farm; I
thought perhaps I might have it there.

Q. Have you looked in the house of Mr. Knapp a
New Brunswick? A. No, sir; I am not living there.

@ But you were then ? A. When I received the
letter I was there.

@ Have you looked there? A. No, sir.

®+ You occupied a room there then ? A. [ didat
that time.

By Complainants’ counsel. 1 submit that there has not
been sufficient search made for the letter.

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. Have you searched for
this letter in the place where you kept your letters and
papers ? A. I have sir.

@ And have you done all you could to findit? A
Yes, sir.
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Q@ And your search has been unsuccessful ? A. It
l,m o 1 l!}y! S!\ vl

By the Vice Chancellor. 1 admit the evidence as to the
contents of the letter, provided the contents are com-
petent evidence. 1 will hear counsel upon that point.
Complainants’ counsel objected.

Vie Vice Chancellor, after hearing the arguments of counsel
admitted the evidence.

@ Further Direct. dJust look at that letter and see
ifthatis a copy of the letter you received ? (Handing
witress a letter purporting to be a copy of the One lost.)
(jaded'to.  Overruled.

@ You received a letter from your brother ? A .—
Yes, sir.

@ And by reason of that letter you went to Mr.
Strong's office ? A, Yes, sir.

@ Was there any other letter besides this at that
time,yon received from your brother? A. Ho, sir; he
aly handed me that one letter.

Q In reference to the farm ? A. Yes, sir.

@ By the Vice Chancellor. What Mr. Allen intends
o ask, is did you receive any other letter from your
brother in relation to the purchase of this farm, after the
tineyou received this ? A. Ho, sir; this is the only let-
ter] received concerning the case.

Fiirther Direct. What was the letter that he
woetoyou ? A. That he had purchased the farm of
Paer, and we were to go down and have the deed drawn
nny father’s name.

@ Was anything said in that letter with reference
to—Interrupted.)  Objected to.

@ You say that you received a letter at the hands
o Peter Golden, from your brother, stating that he had
purchased the farm, and you should have the deed made
attoyour father? A. Yes, sir; in his name.

Q@ Do you remember anything else? A. 1 can’t
fomember the particulars; no, sir ; no more than that.
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®@° Was nothing else said about the farm that von
remember? A. Not that I remember of at all,

Q> Was anything else directed that you can remem-
ber in the letter 2 A, (A pause.)

Q By the Vice Chancellor, What the General de
sires is that you shall give everything that you remember
that was stated in that letter ? A. All that I remember
of the particulars, and all that is impressed upon my mind
as to its contents, is that he had bought the farm of M,
Golden, and he Wanted the deed made out in my father’s
name,

@. Further Direct. You can’t remember anything
else? A. Nothing particularly,

@ Do you remember anything else at all about it?
A. No, sir; I don’t; that is all I remember at this pres-
ent time,

< What followed in the transaction of this busi-
ness, after the reading of this letter ? A, Well, we pre-
pared to go to New Brunswick to have the deed drawn,

By the Vice Chancellor« You say you prepared to
go to New Brunswick; [ understood you you were &
your father’s house in New Brunswick? A. Well, ny
father lives a short distance from the city of New Bruns-
wick, just across the Raritan river, but we always speak
of it ns New Brunswick?

Q. Further Direct. Well, go on and state the whole
transaction; you say you Went to New Brunswick? A
Yes, sir; Peter S. Golden, my father, and myself,

Q. Well, where did you go to? A< Woodbridge
Strong’s office.

@. T understand this was the same day as yon re
ceived the letter ? A. Yes, sir.

Q. What took place there? A, W hat transpired
after we arrived there ?

@ Yes? A. We went in, but Mr. Strong was
engaged and could not do the business immediately.”
Then we Went down town, and I had some shopping to
do for my children, Mr. Golden became excited in the
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store and told me while I was buying an article that he
vwatedmy father to give him a paper thathe would trans-
ferthe property to me:; | told him it was not necessary ;
thathe knew that their intention Was to buy the property
for me.

ot Well? a. 1 told him it was not necessary; that
thev were bhuying the property for me, and that he knew
what their intentions were. Then he became somewhat
excited, and 1 immediately paid for the article I had In
inyhand, and went out. Then we walked a short distance 10
w the street, and at the corner o f-— — and Auburn
streets he bhecame very wild in bis manner, and said—
using profane language— that he would revenge me as long
&l lived, if I did not prevail on my father to have the
paper drawn agreeing to sign this property over, which |
refused to do; and then he said he would revenge me as
long as he lived. Then we met father in Church street,
amihe took us in the carriage and we wentto Mr. Strong’s;
aml when we drove up to the office Mr. Golden said ; “ 1
wantto see M r. Strong first;” and he jumped out of the 20
carriage and left me as father was tying the horse; then
father helped me out and we went in there; and Mr. Gol-
den had heen talking to Mr. Strong. Mr. Strong said the
deed was not quite made out, but his son was writing it;
orldon't know what you call it—but he was filling out
te papers; then Mr. Strong brought in the deed and it
Véssigned and acknowledged. Then Mr. Strong wanted
father to sign a paper promising that he would convey this
property to me Iin eighteen months ; and my father refused
o do it. 30

0. You say the deed was drawn then?® a1 . The
deed was drawn and signed hefore this paper was spoken
ofto my father, and requested of him. He refused, and
sadhe would do no such thing. Mr. Strong requested
himto sign a paper that he would transfer this property
tome within eighteen months. Pa still refused and said
nohe would not. And Mr. Strong said: “ We have no
doubt but what your intentions are all right, but in case
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of any accident, or your death, it would he, perhaps, right
to have such a paper, to show that you had bought the
farm with that intention.

o. Well? a. Pa still refused to do it, and then
Mr. Golden called me on one side and told me, usinga
terrible oath, that he would follow me to some certain
place if I did not prevail upon my father— for he knew
my father never denied me, and he knew | could prevail
on him — he said if 1 did not prevail on him to sign such a
paper he would revenge me as long as he lived. |1 then
went to my father and put my hands on his shoulder, and

said : “ Please, Pa, sign it for me; it will make no dif-
ference.” | remember using those words, distinctly; |
said : “ It will make no difference ;” and he then signed
the paper.

Q. What became of the paper at that time? a1 —
I think, as far as | can remember, that M r. Strong picked
up the deed and Mr. Golden spoke something about hav-
ing the paper put on record; |1 cannot rememhber whether
it was Peter S. said that, or Mr. Strong. Mr. Strong had
the paper; then I said “ Mr. Strong, that paper interests
no one but me, why not give it to me ?” He said no,
and handed it to me.

Q. Where wTas Peter? A . He was by me atthat
time, in the office.

0. By the Vice chancelior. HoO 1 wunderstand you
that your hushand wanted this paper on record 2 a. |
don't remember whether it was my husband proposed it,
or Mr. Strong.

0. Further Direct Can you give us any idea ot the
size of that paper which you say your father signed? .
Yes, sir; it was one of those halfsheets, and | don’t think
it was more than half filled out, if it was that. It wasa
paper similar to that.

o. A halfsheet? (holding up a sheet of legal cap)
A . I don't know what you call it, but it was a paper like
that.

0. Well now, take this page (holding up a pageo
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legal cap) How much writing was there on the paper ?
i. Notover a third.

o. One-third ofit? a. a third of that present pa-
per facing me now.

o. Was there any seal or wafer onitd? . No,
Sir. H m-

o. As your father signed it who sat closest to him 2
i. M. Woodbridge Strong; 1 satbhy his side, sitting
with my hand on his shoulder; or I had it there previous-
Iv. 1sathy him.

o. Immediately after it was signed was anything
else done with the paper? a. Yes, sir; Mr. PetersS.
Golden gave father, afterwards, a note for $700.

o. 1l am speaking of that particular paper; you say
there was writing on the page one-third of the way down.
Now, was there any other writing put on that paper after
your father signed it there, hetween the time he signed it
and the time you say you took it? a. No, sir.

o. Do you know whatthe acknowledging of a paper
i a. No, sir; except thatl acknowledged the deed.

0. Well, now, was the instrument or paper you
speak of, acknowledged by your father in the presence ot
Mr. Strong, or to Mr. Strong, as the deed was acknowl-
edged® an. N o, Sir; father simply wrote his name at the
bottom of the paper.

. You say you took the paper? a. | did.

o. Well, what did you do with it? a. 1 took it
home with me, and went into my room when | got home
adputitin my bureau drawer, in my bed-room ; and |
most always have a paper at the bottom of my drawers—
trunk—and 1 raised that paper and slipped this writing
under that paper in my drawer.

o. How long after you got home did you put it in
that drawer; a half hour, or a day, or what 2 a. |
cant say, sir; it was when | went up stairs.

o- Then did you see that paper afterwards at any
hme, and if so, when ? a. Never butonce, sir; I spoke
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to mother about Mr. Golden wanting the paper, and |
took it down and read it to my mother.

o. Took it down where? a. To the dining-room
from my bed-room : or, to the sitting-room, rather.

o. Same day? a. VYes, Sir.
o. Who else was present when you read it to your
mother? 1. Not any one, Sir.

o. Then what, after you read it to your mother, did
you do do with it? . I took it up stairs and putitin
the drawer, sir; under that paper thatl spoke of.

o. You are speaking of New Brunswick, now? a.
Yes, sir.

¢. When next, if at all, did you see that paper? a.
| never saw the paper afterwards, Sir.

o. After you read it to your mother ? a. Not after
I placed It in my bureau drawer.

o. What room was thatin—your hed-room ? » .—
Yes, sir; my bed-room.

o. Whatis it you kept in that drawer besides that pa-
per? a. Different articles.

o. GClothing,! mean, or other articles? a. No,
sir; clothes simply.

. Who else, if anybody, had access to that room
besides yourself? aA. The children ; and Mr. Golden
would generally; come out on Saturday and spend the
Sabhath, and go back on Monday morning.

o. Have you at any time searched for the paper
since you put it in the drawer? a. | have.

o. Frequently? a. Well, 1 looked for it, hutl
could not find it; and when | left there my father went
back to the farm, and he could not find the paper; but
then | emptied the drawer entirely of everything—of its
contents.

o. How often have you searched for it? a. A
number of times.

Q. This particular paper 7 A. 1 cannot enumerate

the times.
o. This was at New Brunswick, you say you putit,
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mthe bureau® a. VYes, sir; the same time that I re-
turned.

o. Then afterwards you lived at the farm awhile ?
1 Yes, sir; he moved there.

o. After you put it in the bureau drawerd? a .—
Yes, sir.

0. Was that bureau moved to the farm? 1. No,
Sir. -
o. But the articles in that hureau you took to the
farm? . 1 did.

o. And when you took the articles out of the bu-
yar{Interrupted.) a. The paper was not there.

o. The paper was not there 2 2. No, sir.

o. Was the paper read to you, or did you read it
aMr. Strong’s office ? a. Woodhbhridge Strong read it
athe office, and then, after that, | read it to my mother.

o. What were the contents of that paper? a. AS
near as 1 can remember— that the farm was to bhe as-
signed to me within eighteen months from the time the
deed was drawn ; | think it was to me and my heirs. |
know it was to me and my heirs; in eighteen months
from the time of its date.

o. Now, recall your attention back to Mr. Strong'’s
office; who went into the office first® a. My hushand
went in first, when we returned the second time.

o. | mean when you went the first time ? a. |
think we all went in together; | am not sure, but | think
wedid; | know we did.

Recess.

Q. After this transaction in New Brunswick, | un-
derstand you went on the farm; now, in regard to the
stock on the farm, who managed it 2 a. My father,
sir and he put stock on the place. There was some
poultry, some seven chickens; hens, perhaps, you would
call them ; and three pigs.

o- In regard to the management and tilling of it ;
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wWho put the crops in 2 a. MYy father did it; and a few
fields he rented.

o. Who did? a. My father rented them.

o. Towhom ? a. To Mr. Stillwell, Mr.Van Ton-
dis and Mr. Duel; there were three different fields put
out that season.

o. What vear? a. The first year | was on the
place; when we moved back on the farm.

o. Do you know anything about the corn there?

10-4- | saw some corn there.

20

30

o. Stock, horses, &c.; who furnished them ? a .—
My father bought them.

0. Gross-Ex. By M r. vredenburoh. Did your father
give you ateam ofhorses ? a. VYo, sir; he never gave
them to me.

o. The horses, you know, | am asking you about;
I asked him about that? .. VYes, sir; 1 know.

o. You say he did not give them to you ? a. No,
sir; he bought them to use on the place.

o- Is that your handwriting in this book? (Hand-
ing witness asmall pocket hook.) a. VYes, sir; this book
is what | lost. | told Mr. Golden I bad lost it, and asked
him if he had it, and he denied it.

o. Yes; is that your book? a. VYes, sir; itbe-
longs to me. It shows my husbhand’'s principle. | told
him if he bought the horses and would leave them on the
place for me, | would pay him for it.

o. And thisisin your handwriting ? a. VYes, sin
Pa bought for my use sheep and lambs, and one team of
horses.

o. Then you are mistaken about it when you say

he did not buy them for you ? a. I say he did not give
them me.

¢. Well do you say whether that entry is correct
or not? a. I putitthere; butl told fatherl would pay

him for those horses; he never gave me those horses.
o. Then this entry is not correct® a. | may have
put it down in that manner.
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« These are entries of sheep, and different transac-
tions connected with the farm? . VYes, sir; and mon-
eyIreceived from my brother, I think, you will find there ;
Tknow there was money here that | received. There was
aentry of where my brother sent me money to pay Mr.
Mian. And here is something here | never putin it,
“paid for sheep;” that is notin my hand-writing.

o. Then do you mean that Mr. Golden’'s hand-writ-
ingis in your books there® a. It seems so. AIl this
here about paid for sheep, and— | don'tknow what this is, 10
inMr. Golden’s hand-writing.

¢. Was it done at that time® a. nNo, Sir; it was
rtdone in my presence, either; 1 don't know anything
aboutit; it was not in my book when it was in my pos-
session. This is not in my hand-writing. VYes, sir; this
iSraybook; | am so glad that you found it.

complainants’ counsel Offered said hook in evidence.

o. Is not that the hook, Mrs. Golden, in which you
both kept your farm accounts ? a. VYo, sir; Mr. Gol-
den mever had any connection with my book ; he put this 20
down here after it went out of my possession.

o. Do you mean to say he put it down afterwards ?
a. Yes, sir; I never saw this in my book until you
showed it to me.

o. Is not it part of the farm account? 1. Well,
lguess he put it down.

It is part of the farm account, is it not? a. |
dont know anything about Iit.

o. There is some of your hand-writing at any rate,
there? a. VYes, sir; that accounts for a good many 30
other things I have lost.

o. You have three little children® 2. VYes, sir;
I wish, though, 1 had never had one of them.

o. Your hushand was there in 1875, on the farm 2
a- Why, he went back and forth.

o. Did you live upon the farm in 1875 » 1. |
have been on the farm ever since it was first bought.

¢. He lived with you until sometime last year, the
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latter part ofit? a. Off and on; no, sir; he wasin
New York, some time.

¢o. You have never bheen separated ? a. From
the twenty-sixth oflJanuary he has left me, sir; and|
have only seen Mr. Golden a few times since.

o. That book has none ofyour private entries in it
has it? a. | don't know, sir.

o. Well | want to know whether it was the farm
book or not? 1. No, sir.

o. Was it not used for your accounts on the farm ?
aA. | may have put down some memorandum; 1| don't
know what is in it.

o. Then itwas of no importance at all? a. It
was ofimportance to me.

o. As connected with the farm?® a. No, sinl
don't mean that.

o. The object, you say, as | understand you, of al
these different conversations that you have detailed, was
that the farm might be conveyed by Peter to your father,
to the end that you might have it for yourself and your
children; is that correct? a. | did not say for myself
and my children; my brother bought the farm for me,
that was his intention ; that was my brother’s intention.

o. And you meant also to hold it for your children,
did you not? a. | understood that my children should
get the henefit of it, when | gotthrough with it, perhaps;
but that would be as |1 liked. It would bhe natural forme
to take care of my own children.

o. The last that you saw of this agreement it was in
adrawer in the bureau in your father's house at New
Brunswick? a. There is where | put it, sir.

o. And thatisthe lastyou saw ofit? a. Yes,sir

o. And that was the very day it was executed? i-
1t was the very day | took it down and read it to my
mother.

o. Well was that or not the day it was executed?
an. VYes, sir.



IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY. 127

o. When had you occasion to gyo into that bureau
again® a. | was in it frequently.

o. Did you look to see where it was ? a. My ar-
ticles were in there, and | was more or less there every

few days.

o. Did you look to see where it was. a. No, Sir.

o. You did notlook for it? a. Not atthat time;
I did not look for it every time |1 went into the bureau
drawers.

o. When you went home you took everything out
ofthe bureau, did you ? . | did.

o. When was that? . When | moved; some-

time in the middle of March, | think it was.

o. The middle of March ? a. | can’t say exactly.

o. Well as well as you can say? .. Sometime
inMarch.

o. That same March, 1874 2 . VYes, sir.

o. How did you move— did you move allyour things
fromNew Brunswick? .. A great many of them had
been left there and | had nothing at New Brunswick ex-
cemmy clothing and the children’s.

o. You had your clothes there? 1. Yes, sir.

o. The other things were at the farm ? 1. A few
things; part was stored at New York.

0. Well were any of them at the farm ? . A few
things.

o. When you came to look in that drawer did you
look for this instrument? a . | did, frequently.

o. This time, | mean, in March ? 2. | made a
thorough search when | moved.

o. You looked under the paper where you put it,
ddyou? a. | looked all through the drawer, sir; |
emptied the drawer.

§. You say you put this instrument under the pa-
per? a. | did.

- You looked under that? a. Certainly.

o- Now, when you found it was gone did you speak
°fitto anybhody ? a. | did not.
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t¢. Did you iInquire of anybody in the house font?
An. No,sir; 1 was afraid my husband would put some of
his threats into execution.

o. | guess you were not very much afraid. You say
you were afraid your hushband would put his threats into
execution 2 a . VYes, sir.

o. Thatis, he threatened you hy saying you must
have the farm conveyed to yourself. Do you consider
that much of a threat? a. Well, he threatened me
about that paper he got from my father.

o. And that paper stipulated that the farm should
be conveyed to you, did it notd a. VYes, sir.

o. Well, now,was there much of a threat about that;
did you feel frightened about that? VYes, sir.

o. Do you say then, Mrs. Golden, that you were
frightened because Peter insisted upon an agreement bheing
made that your father should convey this farm toyou? a.
Well, 1 was, after | persuaded my— (Interrupted.)

o. Please answer the guestion? 1. Yes, | was
frightened when | missed the paper ; yes, Sir.

e. Well I never heard that bhefore ; let's have that
down. Now my aqguestion is this; you say at the time
this agreement was executed, or just bhefore that, your
hushand made some threat; now | ask you if you say that
you were then frightened bhecause he threatened to you
ask your father to convey this farm over to you? a.—
Was | frightened ?

o. Yes? a. In what way ?

o. At that threat? 1. 1 was frightened when I
found the paper was gone, for | feared— (Interrupted.)

o. Well, the day when you found the paper was
gone was the day when you were going from New Bruns-
wick 2 a. No, sir; it was before that.

o. How long hefore that?d a. | can't say.

o. Tell me as near as you can? A I can t.

0. By the Vice chancelior. Had you discovered the
loss of that paper hefore you made preparations to mov
down to the farm 2 .. VYes, sir.
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0. Further cross. How long hefore, about? . |1
cant say; |1 don't remember.

o. Well you moved down in March? a. Yes, sir.

o. And you got the paper about the ninth or tenth
ofMarch? a. VYes, sir.

o. Now within how many days after you got that
paper did you discover itwas lost? a. | don'tremember.

0. Can’t you give us any idea? a. No, sir; I
can't; for | have not the slightest idea myself.

o. Did notyou speak about it to your mother? a .
No, sir.

o. Did you speak aboutitto any ofthe servantgirls ?
a. 1 did not.

o. Did you not think it was a matter that your
mother or some of the servant girls could help you in 83—
a. No,sir; 1 spoke to none of them.

o. There were servants in the house ? a, Yes, sir.

o. How many? a. One.

o. What effort did you make to get the paper ? |
made a thorough search among my things.

o. Did you make any effort except your personal
search? a. No, Sir.

o. You did not ask the others in the house where
itwas? a. No, sir.

o. After you were down on the farm, did you tell

your hushand this paper was lost? a . I never told him
it was lost.

o. Did you tell him where you had putit? a. |
did not.

o. Did you show him where you had put it 3
One question more. He went away that day, the ninth
ofMarch? a. We left him at the depot, sir.

o. How long did he stay? a. | can't say.

o- Glive me your recollections as to whether he
came back or not, before you went down to the farm ?

Yes, sir.

0- Re-pirect. After this deed was executed and this
paper was given at Mr. Strong’'s office, how soon after
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that did you see your brother? a. Well | can’tsay

o. About how long atime was it before he came
out to New Brunswick ? a. | can't say; a shorttime;
he came out every two weeks.

o. Did you say anything to him with reference to
the execution of this agreement? a. No, sir.

o. Did you tell him anything about the agreement?
A. No, sir; never.

o. You never did ? a. No, sir; it was done with-
out his consent or knowledge.
Q. In none of the conversations that you had prior

to the execution of this deed, with vour hrother, in Gol-
den’s presence, in talking about the farm, was anything
said about a paper being drawn if Mr. Golden deeded the
property to Mr. Knapp; that is, should be made overin
any length of time to you or your heirs? a. No, sir

o. In none of the conversations when you were talk-
ing about the purchase in the presence of your hrother
was there any such talk ? a. No, sir.

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. About how soon after
your visitto Mr. Strong’s office did you see your brother,
Samuel P. Knapp ? a. Well it was a short time after,
but | can’t state the time. sir.

o. Was it within a week or two weeks? a. | fancy
it was within two weeks.

0. Before you moved down to the farm ? a. | e8>
sir; I think it was, butl won't say positively, sir.

o. Itis your impression now, that it was hefore you
moved down to the farm ? .. VYes, sir.

o. Now, then, when vou did see him was there any
thing said about the conveyance of this property to your
father— did you and your brother, Samuel P. have any
conversation about the deed that had bheen made.
Yes, sir.

o. You did talk about it? a. 1ies, Sir.

0. Further Direct. W hat took place in that talk'
aA. He asked me 1If Peter had the deed made to
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he asked me if it was done as he directed, and |1 said
“yes.”

o. At the time you had that conversation did you
tell him about this paper that had been drawn ? 2. No,
Sir.

o. At any time did you? a. No, sir; I never
mentioned the paper to my brother until after Mr. Gol-
dencommenced this suit.

o. Where did you keep this bhook that Mr. Peter
S Golden produced ? a. In my closet sir; among my 10
papers. | don't mean all my papers, but where I had
some writing paper and envelopes in a little box.

o. When was the last time you saw it hefore to-
day? a. Shortly after my sickness; it was in the first
ofthe Winter of 1874.

0. Re-cross. At the farm? . Yes, sir; and |
have asked my husband repeatedly for it, and if he knew
anything of the book, and he always denied it.

You say you did not tell your brother about this
agreement. You had understood, and your bhrother had 20
understood all along, that this house in N"ew York, or if
itwas changed to a farm, then the farm was to be pur-
chased for your benefitd a. VYes, sir; certainly it was
bought, for my benefit:

o. Why did you not tell him then about the agree-
mem? a. | thought thatl had done wrong in getting
itwithout his knowledge. He knew nothing about the
paper, and | thought | had done wrong in persuading my
father to do it.

o. You thoughtyou did wrong; let'sget thatdown ? 39
i Well, my brother knew nothing about the agree-
ment

¢- One moment; did not you understand that your
brother, or father, or both ofthem meant you should have
misfarm, or a house ? a. Yes, sir; for my benefit.

o- Now you say that the agreement was drawn for
yearbenefit, don't you?® a. Oh, | don'tknow any more
thanl have told you, the contents of it.
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o. You say that that agreement was that the farm
should he deeded to you within eighteen months, andto
your heirs ? a. Yes, sir.

o. Why, was that anything contrary to whatMr.
Knapp understood ? a. My brother had not authorized
me to have my father say any such thing

o. Butitwas foryou ? a. Well I had not been
authorized to have it done.

o. | simply, Mrs. Golden, am trying to get at why
you withheld from your brother this information asto
this paper being executed, it heing done by M‘r. Strong’s
advice. | ask you did not you understand from the first
that either a house or the farm should bhe bought for your
benefitP a. VYes, sir.

o. Well now, any agreement that should make it
for your henefit, why should your brother be angry at
that? a. Because he had not authorized such a paper.

o. But that was the intention, was it not? a. He
had not authorized the paper; no, Sir.

o Yes; butit was the intention, that you should
have the farm 2 a. It was for my benefit he bought the
farm, as he would have done the house.

o. That's all

Defendants’ Counsel Recalled Samuel P. Knapp:

Swoen.

0. Tunderstood you to swear, in your direct exam-
ination, that you went from the depot at Yew Brunswick,
where you bought this farm, to Yew VYork, and a day or
two afterwards you wrote a letter and gave it to Mr. Peter
Golden to take to your sister? a. | did, sir.

o. That letter was with reference to the purchase ot
this farm? 1. VYes, sir.

o. Did you ever write any other letter and deliver it
to Mr. Golden to deliver to your sister? a. Yot in con-
nection with this farm ; no, sir.

o. Did you keep a copy of this letter? a. |1 di
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o. Have you ever seen the original since 2 a. |
have not; no, sir.

. Don'tyou know where the originalis? 2. No,
Sir.

o. Can you produce thatcopy? a. | can, sir.

0, By Complainant. Did you make the copy at the
time? a. | did.

0. Farther Direct. W here was the letter written and
where was the copy made 2 a. In the office of P. S.
Golden & Co. 965 Sixth Ave.

o. Did you read the letter to Mr. Golden at that
time? a. VYes, sir; hefore 1 enclosed it in the envelope
and gave it to him.

o. Is this a copy ofit?d a. Yes, sir.

pefendants’ counsel Offered said copy in evidence and read
the same. Said copy was marked “ exhibit No. 4"~
for defendant. The same heing dated the twenty-
third of Fehruary, 1874.

o. You said something ahout after your purchasing
the farm, your father went there by your directions, to
look after the payment of bhills and the expenses incurred
onthe place? a. My father and my sister went to the
farm.

o. Did you make advances to them? a. VYes, Sir.

o. To your sister ? a. Yes, sir.

o. And father? 2. VYes, sir.

o. For what purpose ? a. To pay the expenses of
tefarm; and | also bought the provisions from the time
they moved there, flour, meat, and everything elise.

o. Have you anything to show, hy check or other-
wise, the advances made 2 a. | have; but not here.

o- There was a check for $6,000 you showed me ?

Yes, sir; that was a check | gave Mr. Golden on the
mortgage on the farm atthe time he first hought the farm
°fhis father.

o- You gave him your check for $6,0002 1. VYes,
Sir.
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o. That was at the time he originally purchased the
farm from his father ? a. VYes, sir; father gave him a
check for a $1,000, and | gave him a check for $6,000 to
make up that $7,000 mortgage.

0. cross-Ex. When you sentthat$5,000 you signed
your father's name to the letter ? a. Yes, sir.

o. Where did you write that letter “ exhibit 2"
a. | have forgotten, sir.

o. Itis dated from New Brunswick? a. Thenit
must have heen written from there.

o. Was it written at his request® a. No, sir.

o. Why did you use his name ? a. Becausel
told him | wanted him to attend to the husiness himself,
and | said now I will write this letter, and 1 said I will
sign your name to it; and after | done it | told him 1 had
done it, and that | had signed his name to it, and he said
it did not make any difference.

o. Did you do it at New Brunswick in his pres-
ence ? a. No, sir;notin his presence ; he did not know
| was writing the letter at the time.

«. Well you told him of it afterwards ? a. VYes,
sir.

Defendants' counsel Offered check in evidence, marked
“exhibitNo. 5.”

Defendants’ Coun sel also Calle d Mary Dean: Sworn.

a. You live in New York city? a. | do, sir.

a. And did in the years of 1873 and 18742 .
Yes, sir.

u. Mr. Knapp and Mr. Peter Golden boarded with
you ? a. VYes, sir.

a. | refer to Mr. Samuel P. Knapp? a. 1 e
sir.

a. In 1874 they hoarded with you ? a. Yes, sir

a. In 1874 do you rememhber any conversation he-
tween Samuel P. Knapp and Mr. Golden, at your house,
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amd if so, what was it; in reference to this farm ? a .—
Yes, sir; |1 do remember it.

ft Just state whatit was? a. One evening, ahout
dusk, Mr. Knapp was sitting in my room, and shortly af-
terMr. Golden came in.

o. That was when ? a. | should think it was the
latter part of February, hut I am not positive. Mr. Gol-
den said to Mr. Samuel Knapp, Liz wants you to go down
to father's to-day.

o. Down to Kew Brunswick? a. Yes, sir; Mr.
Samuel Knapp replied: this is a strange time for you to
tell me this, now that it is nearly dark ; why did you not
stop at my office when you came from the country, and
el me then ? and then he said : what is the matter, is
there anybody sick 2 and Mr. Golden replied no, there
was no one sick; then Mr. Samuel Knapp said : very well,
Iwillgo up to-morrow; and he did so. When he re-
turned he said to me— (Interrupted.)

u; Was Mr. Golden present then 2 a. No, sir.

u. Then we do not want that; we want nothing hut
what is strictly competent. W ell, he came back and told
you he had been to the farm 2 a. ATes, sir.

a. Did you hear any other conversation bhetween
Mr. Golden and Mr. Knapp? 1. Yes, Sir.

a. State 112 a. a. shorttime after that, 1 should
think it was possibly two or three weeks afterwards, at
the tabhle, one day, Mr. Knapp said, interrupting other
conversation : by the by, Peter, did you attend to that
matter? Mr. Golden said yes, | took your father and
Lizzie to Yew Brunswick, to a lawyer, and had that deed
drawn up as you directed, and Mr. Samuel Knapp said
dlright. That was all the conversation had at that time.

au. Did you hear any other conversation between
them at any other time ? a. Not any, that created an
impression upon my mind, until the Autumn of 1874.

Q. What conversation did you hear then ? .
Llhey commenced a conversation about the farm.

u. Who?d a. Mr.Golden and Mr. SamuelKnapp,
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and in tlae course of that conversation Mr. Golden re-
marked that he never regretted anything so much as sel-
ing him that farm, and that he had sold it too cheap—at
much less than it was worth— or words to that effect.

o. Welld a. Well, Mr. Knapp replied: very well,
I will sell you back the farm, and 1 will sell it to you for
what ymu paid me for it and less; | will sell it to you for
$2,000 less than | paid for it.

o. Who was paying for the hoard ofMr. Golden at
that time ? objected to and overruled.

o. Did Peter hoard there to the house during al

thattime ? a. During the intervals between these con-
versations do you mean ?
o. Yes ? . He did most of the time ; he may

have been back and forth to the country, but he made my
house his stopping place in New York.

0. oross-Ex. Did all these conversations occurin
18749 a. The Autumn of 1876 was the last1 saw of
Mr. Golden.

o. Is your hushand living ? a. He is not.

o. How long has he heen dead ? a. Five years;
a little over perhaps.

o. Mr. Samuel P. Knapp hoards with you now? a.
He does.

o. How long has he boarded with yon ? a. Five
years; perhaps a little more, or perhaps a little less; lam
not positive as to the day.

o. Mr. Golden boarded with you during 1874 3 a.
Yes, sir. .

o« And at any other time? a. During 1872,
think he took his meals at my house, but slept at his own
house in Fifty-fifth street.

o. What other hoarders had you besides them .
None other besides Mr. Golden and Mr. Knapp.

o. Mr. Golden was there how long— did he avea
room there® a. He did.

0. How long? a. In 1873 he had a room there,
in the Spring of 1873 until the Spring of 1874.
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o. And during 1874 up to what time ? a . The
Autumn of 1874.

o. You live in one of Mr. Knapp’s houses, do not
you? a. | do not.

o. Does he pay the rent? a. He does not.

o. He isyour only bhoarder? a. Yes, sir.

o. You are very much interested for Mr. Knapp
areyounotd a. Not particularly; | am no more than
lamfor his family; 1 consider myself a friend of the
family. A <

o. For Samuel P. Knapp | mean? . Yes, sir.

o. You say you are not interested for him ? a .
Yes, sir—they are ail my friends— the family are my par-
ticular friends.

o. Have vou not intimate relations with Mr. S. P.
Knapp?® objected to and auamitted. A . | decline to an-
swer, sir.

o. Is that a letter written to you by him, and is
that the direction in connection with it? (showing wit-

ness aletter and envelope.d a. | should judge it was
Mr.Knapp's hand-writing.

o. Was it received by you ? a. | do not remem-
ber of receiving it.

o. Itis directed to you 2 a. | do not remember

ever receiving it.

o. You are the person to whom it is directed ? a .
My name is Mrs. Mary Dean.

o. Is that also written to you— it is part of the same
letter | think ? (handing witness paper.) A . I presume
itis; 1 do not remember the letter.

o. Thisisin Mr.Knapp’shand-writing, too? . It
looks like it.

o. You cannot say you did not receive it, can you ?
4. I cannot say I did notreceive it,and 1 cannot say that
1 did receive it; butl do not remember now reading that
letter hefore.
complainants’ counsel Offered said letter in evidence for the

purpose ofshowing the relationship between the parties.
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0. Further Direct. If you had this letter do you
know how it came out ofyour possession 2 a. 1 do not

o. Ifyou received this letter it was at the time Mr.
Golden hoarded atyour house? a. | did not notice the
date of the letter.

o. September eighth, 1873, is the date, and | under-
stood you to say that he was boarding at your house, then?
A. He was.

o. There don’'t seem to he any date to this letter,
but counsel says it is part of the other; the envelope is
dated September ninth 2 a. VYes, sir; the letter is dated
the eighth.

o. Well, it was mailed September ninth ; now if
these letters were received by you they were not given to
Mr. Golden by you, were they 2 a. MYy letters were
always received at my own house.

o. And were in your own custody and charge? a,
Yes, sir.

o. |If these letters were received by you they were
extracted from your possession without your knowledge?
a. Certainly7; it isa matter thatl am very particular about
in my correspondence, and my letters are not thrown
around promiscuously.

o. This letter was never given hy you to Mr. Gol-
den ? a. Certainly not.

o. Or was given hy you to any one? a. No,Sir

Q. You never gave this letter to any one? a. No,

o> Whose ever possession they are now in they
came there by extraction,without your knowledge or con-
sent?® a. Certainly; | was very ill at that time, and had
bheen ill for many months ; and possihly it was hecause of
that that | never received it.

o. Do youremember of receiving it? a. No,sir,
I do not.

o. You neverremember of receiving itd a. °>
sir.
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o. Or reading it? a. No, sir; but the hand-writ-
ing looks like Mr. Knapp’s.

o. Were you sick in Septemhber, 1873 2 a. VYes,
B

o. Did Mr. Golden bhoard there at the time ? a .—
Yes, sir.

o. And did he receive your letters at the door? .
Never, to my knowledye.

oe. You cannot tell whether you received that letter
ornot? a. | have no recollection of ever reading that
letter hefore.

0. Further Gross. | understand you to say thatyou
have no impression that you did not receive itd a. 1
have no idea that | ever read that letter bhefore ; the con-
tents are new to me.

o. Isityour recollection thatyou did not receive
it or that you did® a. | don’t think I received it, bhe-
cause | cannot remember having ever read it before.

o. Thatis all?

The Vice Chancellor Stated, with regard to one of the gques-
tions put by complainants’ counsel, inquiring whether
there were intimate vrelations existing between the
witness and Mr. Knapp; the witness evidently mis-
apprehended the gquestion, and which she answered
by saying she declined to answer. The Vice Chan-
cellor stated further that he understood the guestion
to relate to intimate friendly relations, and that the
witness had understood it to mean something eise.

complairumts’ counsel S@id that he intended the guestion to
relate to intimate criminal relations.

Q- By the Vice cChancellor. Mrs. Dean, the guestion
thatyou answered by saying | decline to answer, did you
understand the counsel desired to ingquire ofyou whether
the relations existing hetween Mr. Knapp and yourself
Wereimproper? . | did, sir.
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Defendants’ Counsel also Called Samuel Lichhardtl

SWOI‘H.

o. Yon live atYew York city ? a. | do.

o. And have lived there how long? a. Thirteen
years.

o. Do you know the complainant, Mr. Goldenll
a. VYes, sir.

0. Were you associated with him in business atani
time? 1. VYes, sir.

o. How long? a. From February, 1873, until td
twenty-fifth July, I think it was, of the same year.

o. 18732 a. VYes, sir; then | went away for wo!
months after that. |1 was again associated with himinthl
Fall of18173.

o. Illow long did you stay then ? a. Until toj
wards the last November, when .1 was taken sick.

o. Novemhber, 1873 2 a. VYes, sir.

o. Were you with him after that? a. Yessir.

o When? a. The Fall of 1874.

o. Mr. Knapp was frequently at the office with Mr.
Golden, was not he? . VYes, sir.

o. Did you ever hear any conversation between Mri
Golden and Mr. Knapp in reference to the purchasingm
a house in New York city, and a farm in New Jersey,id
this State? a. Mr. Knapp and Mr. Golden hothatsevj
eral times, requested me to look after a house and fink
house for Mr. Knapp, as he wished to purchase itforls
sister.

0. Samuel P. Knapp was that? a. Yes, sir; Sam
uel P. Knapp.

o. He wished to purchase it for his sister? a.
sir. . »]

o. Well was there any conversation with Mr. o
den in reference to this farm ? o He came to see ne
while | was sick.

o. Who did® a. Mr. Golden. i

o. Well what conversation did you have, if
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L iasked him ifMr.Knapp had bought that house ; he
folime no; that he had sold Mr. Knapp his farm.

o. SamuelP. Knapp 2 2. VYes, sir.

0. cross-Ex. Have you talked to Mr. Samuel P.
Lapp about this matter ? a. Which way, sir?

I o. In reference to whatMr. Golden said ® a . 1Iso,
BIF.

o. Since yesterday, or afew days ago? a. Ho,
sir.,

To-day have you ? a. Ho, sir.

o What business are you in? a. Hone, atpres-
ent

o. You are in none ? a. Ho, sir. A i

o. And have not been in any for sometime ? a .
[About Six weeks.

o. Has Mr. Knapp, senior, offered you any business
lopening? a. Mr. Knapp has not; no, sir.

o. Has Mr. Samuel P. Knapp ? a. Ho, sir; he
olzs not.

a«. Have you not borrowed money of Samuel P.
[Knapp? a. At different times small amounts, maybhe
alittle change, or something of that kind.

o. Have you had anything to call your attention to
tisconversation since it occurred ? a . Iso, Sir.

0. Hid you ever see the old gentleman there you
[have seen the old gentleman at their office, have not you ?
|i. Which one?

a. Samuel Knapp’'s father? a. | have seen him
1 several times.

a. At his son’s office ? a. 1 have seen him once
oriwice there, and once or twice at the office in Sixth
Avenue.

u. This last conversation occurred while you were
sicl® a. Yes, sir.

ac Were you in hed? A. VYes, sir; 1 might pos-
8> atthe minute he was in there, have heen sitting up
'nachair; but I was sick in bed during that time.

Inthe hedroom ? a. In my bedroom.
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o. Was there anything else said, then, than that the
house had not been bought, but that the farm had been
put in the place of the house? a. The conversation was
this:

0. No,no; answer the question; read the guestion,
Mr. Stenographer ?

The Stenographer then read as follows :

o. Was there anything else said, then, than that the
house had not heen bought, but that the farm had heen put
in the place of the house ? a. The words he used were
that Mr. Knapp was not going to buy the house— he said
he has not bought the house, and | have sold him my
farm.

o. | have sold him my farm ? a. VYes, sir.

o. Did not he say the farm had heen bought instead
of the house ? a. The way |l think, now, that he had
told me was, that he had sold him the farm.

o. Thatis the way you think now ? a. VYes, sir

o. You have had nothing to call your attention to
it since then ? a. No, sir.

o. What time was this that he called, when you
were sick? a. Well he was there two or three times.

e. | mean this time ? a. It may have heen the
middlie or the last of Fehruary, 1874 ; | cannot locate the
exact date because 1 was very low.

0. By the Vice chancellor. At the time this con-
versation occurred it was about the middle of February
or the last of February, | understand you ? a. VYes,
sir; 1 was very low at that time.

0. Further cross. What were you Ilow with 2 a
W ell, sir, 1 had pleurisy, pneumonia, and dropsy ofthe
chest.

o. Are you nervous ? a. A little; | have been so
ever since 1 was sick.

o. Is your memory affected by your sickness ? a
No, sir; I think not.

o. About how long had vou been sick at that time.
A. I think about three months then.
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o. Sick in hed? a. Ye-, sir.

Q@ About three months @ A. VYes, sir.

¢. When were you taken sick? a. The day al-
ter Thanksgiving, 1873.

0. Re-Direct. GCounsel asked you ifMr. Knapp had
been to see you with reference to what you knew about
thiscase; now, did Mr. Golden come to see vou ? A.
Yes, sir; he did.

o. With reference to what you knew about this
transaction ? 2. He did not ask me that.

.0. What did he come to see you about? A. Well
sir; 1 could not 3ay.

o. Well what did he say to you ? a. He asked
meifl knew about his husiness capacity, &¢.

o. Is thatall® a. Thatis alll think ofjust now.

o. Hid he ask you anything about witnesses ? A.
No, sir.

o. Nothing about witnesses ? a. No, sir.

o. Did he oiler to pay you anything 2 a. No, sir.

Dofendants’ Counsel also called John S. Longstreet:

SWOI‘II.

o. Where do you live'? a. Holmdel township.

o. Whatis your bhusiness ? a. Farming.

o. How far from the Golden farm are you ? a .—
Two miles, about.

o Sir? a. A mile and a half.

¢. How long have you known thatplace? a. AIl
my days.

0. How old are you now? A I am sixty-one
years old.

¢~ N;ou own alarge farm there yourself? . VYes,
Sir.
o From your knowledge of land and this particular
j and, what was the fair value of the Golden farm in March,
4. a. Well I suppose it would be worth between
6>°°0 aud $18,000 at that time.
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0. ¢cross-Ex. Were you on the town committeed
a. No, sir.

o. Do you know what the farm was taxed for? a.
No, sir; | heard it was taxed for $19,000 after M r. Knapp
bought it.

o. Thatis whatyou understood ? a. Thatis what
| understood.

o. Do you not hold some office in the township?—
aAn. No, sir.

o. That was based upon the idea of its being depre-
ciated in value— 1 mean the valuation you have put upon
it a. It has kept on depreciating; it will bring noth-
ing like that now.

o. You put rather a low price on it? a. No, si
| do not put a low price.

o. How many acres are there in it? a. One hun-
dred and ninety.

0. Re-bDirect-Ex. When did the depreciation in real
estate commence ? a1 . After the war was over.

o. And has been gradually declining ever since ?
a. Yes, sir.

Defendants’ Counsel also called Ruloff T. Smart:

Sworn.

o. Where do you live, and whatis your business?
A. Middletown township.

0. Whatis your business? a. Farming.

o. For how long? a. Twenty-two years.

o. Do you know the Golden farm in question ? a
Yes, sir; but only for five or six years, to know it; I have
rode by the place, but | never was on it until five or six
years ago.

o. But you had known it long bhefore that? a —
Yes, sir.

o. In the Spring of 1874 what was the fair value o
it,in your judgment? a. I should think that $18000
would be big price for it, or a good price— a fair price.
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a cross-hx. Have you sold your farm ? a . No,
sir, Sy y

o. Or parted with it? a. No, sir.

o. Since 1874 have you sold any farms? . No,
sir. _ n

o. l understand you thatyou have not looked at
this property particularly, and have not gone over it to
look atit? a. Yes, sir; 1 have. Mr.Magee,and | rented
ittoMr. Willett.

o. Whatrent did x\Ir. Willett pay? a. $1000.

o. In what year? a. Five or six years ago; |
think 1871 or 1872.

o. Well, a thousand a year and what else ; did not
he agree to cart rails, posts, and marl onit? a. He
carted marl on there, hutl don't know anything about
rails and posts.

o. Upon what valuation ot that farm, about, would
justify that rental— 1 mean on a farm ofwhat value would
justify that rental at thattime ? a. How do you mean ;
doyou mean what ought a farm to he worth to rent for
that money at that time 2

o. Yes, sird a. 1 cannottell you.

o. What valuation did you place on that farm 2 a .
ltold Mr. Magee and Mr. Willett, both, that 1l thought
that farm would sell, at that time, from $18,000 to
$20,000.

o. Did you not estimate it at $20,000? . $18.-
000to $20,000 @ VYes, sir; it was represented to he two
hundred acres, but after we got the lease of it we learned
there was only one hundred and ninety acres in it, and
sixteen or eighteen thousand dollars, in 1874, would be a
better price for it than eighteen or twenty thousand would
have heen in 1872.

Defe ndants’ Counsel also Called dJoseph Osborn
Sworn.
o. Where is your residence ? 2. Middletown.
o. How long have you lived there ? . I have
been living there some two years.
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o. Were you horn there? a. | was born in that
township.

o. How near do you live to Mr. Golden’'s farm ?
aA. About two miles and a quarter.

o. Did you not live closer than that to it at some-

time 2 a. | owned the farm alongside of it at one time.
o. When was that? . Well during the war.
o. Are you afarmer? a. Ho, sir
o. Were you a farmer? a. | farmed three or
fouryears.

o. Well in yourjudgment, what was the fair value
and worth of the Golden farm in the Spring 011874 ? .
| should think seventeen to eighteen thousand dollars.

o. cross-kx. Have you heen over it at all to value
itd  a. No, sir.

o. Or with any idea of that kind? a. Welll
have heen over it a good deal offand on.

o. You still own your own farm ? a. 7Tea, SiI

o. How many acres are there in it? a. In Mr.
Golden’s farm ?

o. No,in yours? a. Between forty-seven andfor-

ty-eight.
o. In 1874, did you put any price on your farm 2—

a. VYes, sir.

. How much an acre did you hold it atd onjected
to and overruled.

o. Has your attention been called to the value of
farms in 18742 a. No, sir; not a great deal; no more
than 1 heard people talking around the country abhout the
price of farms.

o. Is not the estimate that you put upon it perhaps
more, as it is now, since that time ? a. Mr. Goldens
farm ?

o. Yes,sird a. I suppose it is, most likely.

Defendants’ Counsel also called Robert Carson .

SWOI‘H.

o. What is your residence ? a. Holmdel.
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o. And has been for how long? . Four years.

o. Where did you live before that? . At Marl-
borough.

o. The Golden farm in question; how long have

you known that? .. Several years.
o. What was your business at that time ? a1 .—
Farming.

o. How large a farm did you owm® . One hun-
dred and nineteen acres.

o. In vourjudgment,whatwas the value of the Gol-
den farm in the Spring of 1874 2 1 do not know a great
deal about that farm ; | have never bheen over it of any ac-
count, although 1 live close by it.

0. By the Vice chancellor. Do you know enough
ofitto form ajudgment as to the value ofthe farm ; do
you consider that your knowledge is sufficient to justify
youin forming an opinion of its value? a. | do not
think it is, in regard to the Golden farm.

Defendants’ Counsel also called A ugustus Stillwell :

SWOTH..

o. Do vyou know this Golden farm ? a. VYes, sir.

o. How long have you known it? a. Ever since
Iknew anything, much ; ever since | knew how to walk.

o. Did you ever work on any partofit? a. VYes,
Sir.

o. In what way; as a tenant? .. Yes—iW'ell as
atenant; that is, | took a field on shares.

o. Who did you takeitof? a. Mr. Knapp, the
oldgentleman.

o. Whatyear was thatin? . 1874.

o. Was he on the place then ? a. Yes, sir; he
was there.

o. What, in yourjudgment, was the fair value and
worth of that farm in the Spring of 18742 1. Well, 1
dont know; | suppose seventeen or eighteen thousand
dollars, or somewhere along there.
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o. Is that yourjudgment and opinion® a. VYes,
sir.

o. Did you till it in that way more than one season?
a. | tilled itjust to get that crop out.

o. How large afield ? a. Six to eight acres.

0. Were there no other fields rented out besides
that one, that season ? .. There was more put outl
believe; but 1 do not know anything about it.

o. There was some put out hesides the one you had?
a. VYes, sir.

0. cross-Ex. You are not much of a land owner
yourselid a. Sir?

o. You do notown much land yourself? a. Yot
much.

o. You hired fields ? a. | rented; yes, sir.

Defendants’ Counse 1 also call ed Willie Nallan.

o. Where do you live ? a. In Middletown.

o. How nearto Mr. Golden's farm 2 a. a mile
and a half.
Did you ever work onit? a. VYes, sir.
Who for? a. Mr. Knapp.
What year? a. 1114.
What? 1. 1874.
Was that when you first went to work on itd—
o, sir.
When was the first year? a. In 1872 well(
I worked on it, | guess, a few days in 1871; but I cannot
remember much about that; but there was afew days, or
something, then.

o. In 1874 you worked on it for who ? a. Mr
Knapp.

o. Who paid vou? . Well his wife-his
daughter, | mean, paid me ; Mrs. Golden.

o. By the day or by the month 2 a. By the day.

o. For how long? a. | was there, | think, along
—well, I cannot exactly tell, but from the first ofApn
to cherry time, in June, somewhere.
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o. Any more thatyear® a. No, sir.

o. From the first of April to June? a. Yes, sir.

0. cross-Ex. Did Mr. Peter Golden first hire you
thatyear? a. | don’t know that he did.

e. Well, do you remember his speaking to you
about it first? a. | do not recollect who did speak to
me first— 1 don't rememhber that.

o. Do vyou recollect his speaking to you first, and
afterwards telling you that he was going to New York?
a. 1 think he told me he was going to New York:; yes,
sir; 1 think he did.

o. You do not recollect who it was first spoke to
you abhout working there? A I don’'t recollect; but
Mrs. Golden came and paid me.

o. Do you recollect having some talk with him
about it bheing a dollar a day—your wages ? a. | won't
say, but 1 think | mought have talked with him ; | can-
not recollect it; it has kind of gone out of my memory;
howsomever | went to work for a dollar a day.

o. Mrs. Golden settled with you? a. Yes, sir;
she paid me.

0. Re-pirect-Ex. W ho did you finally make your
arrangements with ; Mr. Knapp, or her? a. | think I
talked to her.

0. Further cross. DO you remember whether Mr.
Golden told you what fields to put into potatoes or corn?
A. | do not remember.

0. By the Vice chancellor. DO you say that your
original arrangement was with Mrs. Golden or Mr. Sam-
uelKknapp? a. Mrs. Golden, I think, told me she would
seeme paid; that | should work for her. Mr. Golden
wentto New York at thattime— or mostofthe time.

0. Further Direct. Did anybody give you any direc-
tions how to work ? a. Yes, sir.

o. Who? a. Mr.Knapp.

o The old gentleman 2 a. VYes, sir.

o- He gave you the directions? a. Yes, sir.
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o. And Mrs. Golden, you say, paid you? a. Yes
sir.

o. And notMr. Knapp 2 a. No, sir

o. Do you know where the money came from, of
your own knowledge, | mean® a. Oh ! no; | dont
know.

0. Be-Gross-Ex. Was Mr. Golden out there during
the hay and harvest period? a. | do not know; I was
not there after cherry time.

Defendants’ Couns el also call ed Jacob Fritzenger:

Sworn.

o. Did you live on the Golden farm at any time?
A. Yes, sir.

o. Did you work there 2 a. Yes, Sir.

o. Whatyear? . 18174-

o. Spring, Winter or Summer? a. wo. Sir 1
went there about the second day of July.

0. How’ lonyg did you work ? a. | worked to the
last of January.

¢. Who hired you, and who paid you ? a. Mr.
Golden made the bargain with me, and then | made a bar-
gain with Mr. Knapp, afterwards, and M r. Knapp paid me.

o. Then, the next year, did you work there any
more ? a. No, sir; I did not work any there until this
Fall, and | am working there now by the day.

¢. Which Mr. Knapp do you meand a. Mr
Samuel Knapp.

o. Did you live there, then ? a2 . Yes, sir.

o. How long was the difference in time between
the two bargains? 1. Well, Mr. Golden was in the
harvest field when he hired me, and after that, when Mr.
Knapp came home, | saw him the next morning and ma e
a bargain with him.

o. Do you know who paid the help hesides your
selfd . Mr. Knapp.

o. How many others were there at the time you
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were there? A. Well, William Parlig, and Dave May,
and myself.

@ Cross-Ex. You say Mr. Golden hired you in
the harvest field down there ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Was he at work? A. Yes, sir.

@ Were there other men at work there before you
were hired? A. Yes, sir.

@ Did you go to work there before Mr. Knapp
came down—did you go right to work after you were
hired by Peter ? A. Yea, sir; I went right to work that
afternoon.

@ Then after that, in September, Mr. Knapp came
down? A. No, sir; it was the next day.

@ Did Peter tell you when he went away that Mr.
Knapp would take charge? A. He said he was going to
York, and he said that when he went to York Mr. Knapp
would see after the place, or something like that.

@ You say Peter was working in the hay and har-
vl? A Yes, sir.

§. And he was giving the other men directions be-

fore Mr. Knapp came down there? A. Yes, sir.

Defendants’ Counsel also called Ella Carter :
Sworn.

Did you live at Samuel Knapp’s in 1874 ? A.
¥ S

@ Whereat? A. New Brunswick.

@ Was Mrs. Golden there at that time ? A. She
was; yes, sir.

@ Was Peter Golden there occasionally, too ? A.
¥s s

@ Do you remember an occasion at any time, of old
M. Knapp going down to the Holmdel farm, and who he
weutwith? A. He went with Mrs. Golden.

@ Do you remember what part of the year thatwas;
Spring, or Summer, or when ? A. It was in the Spring,
Ithk

Q@ Spring of the year ? A. Yes, sir; no, I think
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it was the last part of the Winter ; January or February.

@ Did anybody else go except thosetwo ? A. N
sir; no one else was with them when they started.

@ Do you remember what day of the week it was-
whether it was Sunday or a week day? A. [ thinkit
was either Wednesday or Thursday.

@. Do you remember when they came back ? A—
Well, I wont be sure whether they came back that night
or the next day.

@ Did you see them when they came back? i,
Yes, sir.

@ Do you remember any circumstance when they
came back, of any article Mrs. Golden brought back with
her ? A. She brought some children’s clothes with ha

@. Did you see that? A. Yes, sir.

@ Who were you working for then? A M
Knapp.

@ Cross-Ex. You were in the house and you saw
them start off? A. Yes, sir.

Q. You did not know where they were going? 1i.
They were going to the farm, they said.

@ Well, except from what they said? A. Thatis
all T know.

@ You did not know from anything that anybody
else around there said ? A. No, sir.

®. Who was it said that? A. Mvrs. Golden axd
Mr, Knapp.

Q. Well, they started off in a buggy ? A. Yea,srl

Q. And you think it was in the Winter ? A. Hther
in January or February; I cannot say which.

@ You do not know how many times they went to
the farm that year? A. I don’t remember; but I e
member that one time in particular. Defendants’ ¢ffund
rest.

Complainants’ Counsel called Mayhon Runyon : Sworn.

@ You live at New Brunswick ? A. Well, I He"
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QXxhe suburbs about a mile and a half from New Bruns-
vick

@ How long have you been a resident there ? A.
Sree 1840

@ You are President ot one of the banks? A —
¥s s

Q Whic};one ? A. The “ Ninth National Bank

@ Have you known Samuel Knapp for a number of
s and if so, for how many ? A. Well, to the best
(ﬁlyrecollection, I should think at least fifteen years;
latI will Sy twelve years definitely.

@ He has resided in or near New Brunswick, dur-

iigthet tine? A.  until within the last two years, I
thirk

@ Have you had any acquaintance with his reputa-
fp‘lﬁl‘ﬁ‘lﬂland veracity? A. Well, something, yes,
S A

@ What is his general reputation in that communi-
tylirtruth and veracity ? A.  Well, T do not think it is

@ Would you belive him under oath in a matter in
wih he was interested ? Objected to and admitted. A.
W, thet is a little further than I, in my business trans-
atios with him, would be able to go in forming an
(plm it would be a pretty hard thing for me to do.

0. cross-ex. Did he deal in the bank with you ?
4. No, sir.

@ He did not? A. 1 have no recollection of any
dealings of his since I have been connected with the
bank; there may have been transactions of his there but
Pt that I remember.

He has bank stock there ? A. I think he has

@ What was your business before you becam<
President of the bank? A. It was the hay and grail
business.
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@ Who did you ever talk about him with, or hear
speak about his reputation there for truth and veracitya
A. Well, to give you an idea fairly— (Interrupted.)

@ No, sir; my question is who have you head
speak about Mr. Knapp with reference to his reputation
for truth and veracity, in that community? A. A nm
by the name of Vreeland, Jeptha Vrceland.

@. What is his business ? A. lie was a farmer. I

@. Does he live there now ? A. He has sold hs
farm.

@ Where does he live now? A. 1 think he
sides at Millstone.

@ When did you hear him speak about it? A1
Probably somewhere between 1864 and 1867.

@ Now, who else? A. Mr. Abner N. Conover.

@ When ? A._ During that time, I think.

@ Who else? A. Well, Mr. Adrian VerMule.

@ When, the same time ? A. Yes, sir; douf
that time.

@ Who else? A. 1 could notgive you any rams
positively, although it was the general impression intlg
neighborhood, and I had business transactions with hm

@ Yes, sir; and you base your opinion from sarg
business transaction you had with him, do not you. how,
I ask you whether you base your estimate of his truth an*
veracity upon that business transaction? A. My om
personal estimate was formed after that; I had heard ofij
before, but it was confirmed at that time, although I
heard the opinion of several people in reference to it, b#
fore.

@ But then you had no opinion yourself, bdae
that ? A. Not before that.

Q. And all your opinion is based on what you head
these men say, and not from any transaction you had.-J
A. Yes, sir; it is. I

Q. Well, is it on the transaction ? A. Itisonboh

@ You had some difficulty with him, dul you. -
Well, the transaction confirmed what the others told ng
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@ You had difficulty with him, I asked you? A.
Yes, sir.

@ What difficulty did you have with him? A. I
purchased some hay of him at a stated quantity and price.

@ Yes, sir? A. I made memorandum of it on the
barn door or stable door.

@ Well? A. And he did not live up to the con-
tract.

@ You mean to say that he did not deliver as much
hay as he sold you ? A. No, nor at the same price ; he
drove a load of hay down but did not drive it to the prop-
e place, and then told me that the market had advanced,
and lie would not give me it at the same price.

Q@ Re-Direct Ex. How near do you live to Mr.
Knapp? A. There are three farms between us.

Complainants’ Counsel also called Adrian Yer Mule:

Sworn.

@ Where do you live? A. 1 live about a mile
from New Brunswick, in the township of Piscataway.

@ How near are you to Mr. Knapp’s place? A.
There is one small farm between his and mine; I suppose
four or five hundred yards.

@ How long have you resided there ? A. I lived
there twenty-one years last October; I think it is twenty-
aeyears this month.

@ Are you acquainted with Mr. Samuel Knapp,
ad if so, how long have you known him ? A. Yes, sir;
Thave known him ever since I have been there, or from
very shortly after I went there I got acquainted with him.

@+ Have you any knowledge of his general charac-
ter there for truth and* veracity ? A. Well, it is not very
good.

@ You have then, some knowledge of his character
for truth and veracity— his general reputation ? A. Yes,
sir; some.

@ Is his general reputation for truth and veracity
goodor bad ? A. Well, it is rather bad, I should say.
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Q. Cross-kx. Who have you heard speak of him?
A. Well, I heard different ones.

@ Who; give me the names? A. Mr. Runyon
and Mr. Peter P. Stehl.

@ Who else? A. And two different assessors in
our township.

@ Who are they ? A. One of them is Mr. Daniel
George Randolph, and the other is Mr. Dorrell.

@ Whoelse? A. Mr. Abram Y. Conover.

@ Who else? A. I cannot mention every one; I
heard a great many speak of it.

@ You have had a difficulty with Mr. Knapp? A
I never had any particular difficulty.

@ Well, you and he are not very good friends? A
We are good friends.

@ You have not been on speaking terms for along
time, have you? A. Oh !yes.

@ You do speak ? A. Yes, sir.

@. Is there any difficulty between you at all? A

20 Yo difficulty, personally, between us.

g0

@. Is there any difficulty between you atall? A
The difficulty, I believe, arose out of a law suit about a
gravel bed. Mr. Knapp took exception to the coursel
pursued about some gravel in the bottom of the Raritan
river, which, I believe, belonged to the State of New Jer-
sey, and he believed it belonged to him.

@ And that is what you base your opinion on as to
his character for truth and veracity, do you not? A
Yot at all, sir, because I had no feeling towards himin
regard to it, but he had feeling towards me, although I
had none against him.

@ How came you to talk about his truth and ve-
racity? A. It is the common talk of the neighborhood,
the people are constantly talking about it. -1

@ Why do they speak aboutit? A. 1T thinkI
told you alreadj”.

@ Well, why do they talk about it; was it from the I
transaction errowinsr out of the gravel bed ? A 1
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gr, but in speaking of different transactions they have
hdwith Mr. Knapp. # .

@ Those men you heard speaking of it had had
some transaction with Mr. Knapp? A. Yes, sir; such
apaying his accounts short, and such things.

n And that was the character of the transactions,
wsit? A. Yes, sir; that was some of them.

(Ompl ainants’ Counsel also called AbramN. Conover:

SWOI‘n.

Q@ You are a resident of Middlesex county ? A .—
fell, I was formerly of Somerset, but one night they
dipped me over to Middlesex.

§. You are now a resident of Middlesex county ?
|4 Yes, sir.

@ And how long have you been there? A. 1
drtremember that; but they set us over one night
they changed it.

@ You mean the Legislature? A. Yes, sir.

@ How long ago was that; ten, fifteen, or twenty
veas? A. Twenty years.

Q@ Do you know Samuel Knapp ? A. Yes, sir.

@ How long have you known him ? A.
fieyears, I think.

@ You live in the same neighborhood with him?
4. Yes, sir: I live on one side ot the river and he lives
a the other.

@ Have you any knowledge as to his character for
tnth and veracity? A. Yes, sir; I have had an ac-
‘parntance with him ever since he has been there.

Q With his character, I mean? A. Yes, sir.

@ What is his general reputation for truth and ve-
radty in that community ? A. Not very good, sir.

@ Not good? A. No, sir.

@ Would you believe him in a matter in which he

interested, under oath ? A. I should not like to
take his evidence.

Twenty-

20

30



10

20

30

158 IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY.

@  Cross-Ex. Who did you hear speak of it? A
Oh, generally.

Q Well, give me the names? A. Well, I mght
tell you of the whole neighborhood.

@ Well, give me the whole neighborhood, then; I
want every man you heard talk about his truth and vera-
city ? A. Well, George W. Stehl and Peter Stehl, and
James Garrison, and Mayhon Runyon, and Adrian Ver
Mule.

Q. Those are witnesses that have been sworn here?
A. Yes, sir.

@ Have you had any difficulty with Mr. Knapp 2—
A. No, sir.

@ Do you mean to say that you never had any diffi-
culty with him? A. No, sir.

@ What? A. No, sir.

@ Are you on speaking terms ? A. Yes, sir.

@. Have you been all the time? A. Yes, sir

@ Have you never had any difficulty? A. Nt
that I recollect of—that is, nothing of any amount.

@ Well, may be what we may call amount you do
not; now, have you ever had any difficulty with him &
all; andis there any feeling existing between you ? A—
No, sir; no more than he was always short whenever he
came to pay up; he was always a little short.

Q. You say, he was always a little short whenever
he came to pay up? A. Yes, sir.

@ And you do not think that right ? A. No, sr.

@ He was short when he came to pay up? A—
Yes, sir; when I was in business.

@ Do you think that affected his reputation for
truth and veracity? A. Well, there was other things
besides.

@ Well, did you form your opinion of his general
character for truth and veracity from that? A. I forme
it from his actions.

@ Have you ever heard him sworn in a case’
Yes, sir.
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Q@ When? A. Well, I heard him sworn in a case.

Q@ Was it between yon and him ? A. No, sir.

@ Were you interested in it? A. No, sir; no
nore than the public were.

Gmpl ainants’” Counsel also called Thomas Willett :

SWOI’H.

You rented this farm one year— 1872? A. Yes,

Did you have it in 1872? A. Yes, sir.

What was its condition in 1872?  Objected to.
Did you see it in 1874? A. No, sir.

Were you not there in 1874 ? A. No, sir.

Did you want to rent it for ten years? Objected to.

DODDODDDD D

Gmpl ainants’ Counsel also called John B. Story : Sworn

Do you live in Middletown township ? A. Yes,

Q@ How far from the Golden farm ? A. About a
nmile, or a mile and a half.

@ Are you well acquainted withit? A. Not very
well; I have ridden through the farm ; that is, the road
that goes through it.

@ Well, you have been near it often? A. Yes,
dr.

Q@ Along by it? A. Yes, sir.

@ And you say you live about a mile and a half
from it? A. Yes, sir.

@ How long have you lived there? A. Twenty-
four years.

@ You are a farmer yourself, and own land your-
of don't you ? A. Yes, sir.

Q@ And you know the value of lands in that section
swell as other persons ? A. Well, I donot know'; it is
apretty hard matter to tell.

@ Well, you stand on an equal footing with others
mthat respect; you are an owner of land? A. Yes, sir.

@ What, in your judgment, was the value of that
faomin 1874 ? A. I suppose that farm ought to be
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worth $20,000, or somewhere in that neighborhood; I
could not tell you exactly.

® Do you know what it was taxed for? A. No
sir.

@. Are the farms there taxed for all they are
worth, or not? A. Well, that is in another township
from me.

@. Have you been atownship officer? A. No, sir.

@ But you own land? A. Yes, sir.

@ Cross-Ex. You say you were never over the
place ? A. No, sir; I never traveled over it; I have
been on the back part of it, and one side ofit; and I have
been through where the road runs through.

@. There iaagreat deal of broken land on it, is there
not ? A. Yes, sir; it is a little hilly.

@ You do not know much about the farm ? A.—
Well, I have rode along by it.

@. They generally make it look a little better along
the road than they do back ofit, do not they ? A. Yes,
sir.

@ That is a trick of our trade, ain’t it? A. Well,
may-be.

Complainants’ Counsel also called H. V. Luyster :

SWOI'II.

@. You live, and for a long time have been a resi-
dent of Monmouth county ? A. Yes, sir.

@ How near do you live to this Golden farm ? A
About one mile.

®Q* You own afarm? A. Yes, sir.

@. Do you know this farm ? A. Well, I have nev-
er been over it; I have been occasionally around it, and I
used to go across it when I was a school-boy, but not
much of late years.

@.  The public road runs through it? A. Yes, sir.

@ You can see it on both sides of the road asyou
go through it, cannot you ? A. Yes sir.

@. In 1874 what, in your judgment, was the value
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ofthis land? A. Well, I should say about $19,000,1
should suppose it would be worth.

Q@ Are you speaking of it in 1874 or at present?
i. In 1874,1 take it, it would be about that.

Q Cross-Ex. You live in Middletown township ?
4. Yes, sir.

@ In 1874 you were not on the place, were you ?
4. Ido notrecollect, sir; but I oftentimes crossed there.

Q@ Were you there in the Spring of 1874, so as to
sewhat condition the place was in? A. Ko, not to go
adlook and see what condition it was in.

@ The value of it would depend on the condition it
wesin, would not it ? A. Yes, sir.

Q By Complainants’ counsel. You were there in
185? A. Yes, sir; last Fall.

(0. And you say you live within a mile ofit? A.
Yes, sir.

@ Further Cross. They have put a good deal of
improvement on it since that, in the way of fences, by the
Knapps? A. Yes, sir; Mr. Knapp was there with a
mmputting it up in 1875.

@ Yes, sir? A. Oh! I think that was 1876;
March, 1876, the Knapp’s was putting up the fences.

@ Was he painting the buildings? A. I could
mttell when the buildings were painted, but I know they
hase been painted recently.

@ Since Mr. Knapp has been there? A. Yes,
dr

Gmpl ainants’ Counsel also called Ezra Osborn : Sworn.

@ You live in Monmouth county, near the Golden
fam? A. 1 do.

@ How near? A. Three-quarters of a mile.

@ Have you been accustomed to going to sales of
rd estate ; being interested in sales ? A. Yes, sir.

@ You are a surveyor as well as a farmer ? A.
Yes, sir.
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Q. And you have estates to administer? A. Yes
sir.

@ And own a farm yourself? A. Yes, sir.

@ This farm in question, I want you to give w»
your judgment ofits fair value in 1874 ? A. I goud
think it was well worth $20,000.

@. Do you know what lands have been sold forin
the immediate neighborhood? A. Well, I am in te
way of being interested in sales—yes, sir.

Q. Gross-Ex. Your interest has been generallyin
railroad matters, of late years ? A. No, sir.

@. Have not the sales of real estate been connected
with railroads ? A. INot at all.

@ What farms have been sold in that neighborhood,
of that character of land, since 1874 ? A. I sold apece
of land within a mile and a half of this, at public sale, lat
year.

@ What kind of land was it? A. Well, it wes
rough land, and I sold it at a hundred dollars an acre &
public sale.

@. That was a fancy price, was not it ? A. W,
it was about all it was worth.

@. That was about like a sale of some Pepach land
you know of? A, No, sir; it was a regular sale, by o
der of the court.

0. Well, somebody wanted it particularly? A 1
suppose the person wanted to buy the land.

Q. Well, was there not some especial reason for this
sale? A. Well, we had to sell it to pay the encum-
brances.

@ But did not somebody want it particularly? A
Yes, sir; I suppose they did. "

@ You know where a quarter of an acre of land
was sold for two or three thousand dollars, don’t you --
A. This was in the same neighborhood.

@ And a church, too? A. Yes, sir.

@ Oh? yes; and that was to the same INewYork

broker, was notit? A. No, sir.
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@ You believe in high estimates, don’t you? A.
Hy sir; not at all.

Gmplainants” Counsel also called Abner Correll :

SWOI‘H.

Q@ Are you an assessor of Middlesex county ? A.
Yes, sir.

@ Of Piscataway township ? . A. Yes, sir.

0 And you have been such officer how long? A.
Eve%{fears.

Q@ Have you known Samuel Knapp, the old gentle-
mn? A. Yes, sir.

@ How long have you known him? A. Well, I
hae known him several years ; probably fifteen or twen-
tyyears; but I never had any particular dealings with him
util I was elected assessor.

@ Are you acquainted with his reputation there in
thtcommunity ? A. WIkll, lam not acquainted with
hsreputation, only as an officer of the township.

@ Well, in your business there ? A. Yes, sir.

@ What is his general reputation for truth and ve-
radty; good or bad ? A. Very bad.

@ In 1874 or 1875, did Mr. Knapp go before you
addanm deduction from the value of his taxable prop-
ﬂtyinPiscataway? A. Yes, sir.

Q@ The old Mr. Knapp? At Yes, sir; Samuel

jEap I emrefer to my books to see when it was.

@ Ho so? A. It was in 1875 that Mr. Knapp
daimed a deduction.

Q@ What did be claim? A. He claimed a deduc-
tioninthet he owed John Golden, of Monmouth, $3,500 ;
Fedaned that deduction from the value of his prop.
aty in Piscatanay, Middlesex county; he filled out a
lhkl()ﬂﬁ?df&f, that he was entitled to that deduc-
timinaur county according to our laws. At least, I filled

I tedadk ot for him and read it to him, and he said it
T vasall right.

@ Do you know whether that farm in Piscataway

I\
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was claimed by Samuel P. Knapp, in your presence, a
belonging to him ? A. I put it down in my book ashe
longing to Samuel P. Knapp.

Q. Which farm ? A. The one in Piscataway, ad
then Mr. Knapp, Sr., told me not to do it, that he woild
pay the taxes himself.

Q. Y ou had got it put down to Samuel P. Knapp?
A. Yes, sir; because Mr. Knapp told me he did not oan
it any longer.

@ Which Mr. Knapp? A. Mr. Samuel Knapp;l
did not know Mr. Samuel P. Knapp.

Q. Samuel Knapp told you he did not own it ay
longer? A. He told me that Mr. Samuel P. Knapp
owned it, and then he said : Ko, do not put it down to
him; leave it just as it was.

@ When did he tell you Samuel P. Knapp owned
it? A. In 1874, sir; I can find it in my books ifyou
like.

Q. Do so? Witness refers to his book.

@- Have.you found the place in your book? A—
Yes, sir.

@ You say you do not know Samuel P. Knapp? A
Ko, sir; I do not know him ; I do not know that I ever
saw him.

@. You first put it down taxable to him ? A. Ipt
it down specifying that it belonged to Mr. Knapp, asit
had been formerly assessed to him ; and when I caneto
put down the number of acres, and the value of it, he sad
then that it belonged to his son, Mr. Samuel P. Knapp;
but he also said, never mind ; leave it as it is; I will pay
the taxes; it won’t make any difference.

@ When was it he said that? A. In 1874; thenl
erased it and marked in here, taxed for Samuel Knapp.

Complainants’ counsel offers in evidence pocket-book identi-
fied by Mrs. G-olden as hers. The same was marked
“ exhibit I.”
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Gmpl ainants’ Counsel called Ann Holmes: Sworn.

Q@ By Mr. Vredenburgh. Mrs. Holmes, you are the
sster of Mr. Golden? A. Yes, sir.

@ OfJohn Golden? A. Yes, sir.

@ You live at his house? A. Yes, sir; I live at
hshouse and always have.

Q Did you live at his house in 1874 ? A. Yes,

Q In the Spring? A. Yes, sir.
Q Do you know Mr. Samuel Knapp ? A. Yes,
Q

The old gentleman ? A. Yes, sir.

In the Spring of 1874 do you remember seeing
hntthe house of Mr. John Golden, at Freehold ? A.
¥s s

Q@ Was Mrs. Peter Golden there at the time? A.
¥essir; she and her father came there on the Sabbath.

0. Now 20 on and state what, if anything, you
leadthe father say, or either of them, in respect to this
naia? a. Well, they had a talk, I believe, together;
adden M. Knapp inquired of me if his daughter had
ddne whet plans they had been making. I told him
ﬂﬂlﬂfit; ax then he said that he wanted the place
angalover to him, and he would make it to Lizzie
adlﬂrdildm; and Peter was to have the control and
nmntofit the same as if it was his.

® Oross-Ex. Who else was present? A. My
hdleradhis daughter—no, his daughter was not there ;
§B’€B.ptOMr. Horrance’s, sick; but my brother was
pesat

@ This was on the Sabbath ? A. Yes, sir.

@ This talk, ] mean? A. Thattalk was on a Sab-
Jathafteromn

@ And they stayed all night? A. Yes, sir; and
ﬂm‘Btday it was talked over again, I believe.

@ Old Mr. Golden was there too? A. Yea, sir;
ddME: Golden was there; i1t was at his home.
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@ Yes; I mean he was in the room ? A. Ithrk
he was, sir.

Q. Was he in the room when Mr. Knapp asked yon
asyou say ? A. I don’t know that he was in when M
Knapp asked me the first time, but it was talked of before
Mr. Knapp, before he left. It was all talked over.

@ And you were in the room during all the tak
you think? A. 1T can’t say I was there during all te
talk. That was the talk I heard, and I heard Mr. Knapp
repeat it over again when he came to pay brother the
next Spring. He inquired why he could not conveyi
right over, and he said because he wished to pay it off ad
make it free and clear.

@ By Complainant. W as that at another oconversa-
tion or at the same time ? A. Another conversation.

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. The next Spring, when
he came to pay your brother ? A. Yes, sir.

@. By Complainant. What did you hear Mr. Knapp
say ? A. Brother inquired of him why he could mt
convey it right over; and he said because he wished to
pay it off and make it free and clear.

@. This was the next Spring afterwards ? A. Aes
sir; the next Spring afterwards.

Q. Further Cross. dJust give us tho time, as near s
you can, of the other talk ? A. It was, I think, in Feb-
ruary, but I can’t tell you what date. The first talk wes
in the Spring, in February, and the second talk was—
don’t recollect what month it was in, but he came to pay
it, and that was when he said he wished to make it fiee
and clear.

Q. About how lone; was it off the one in February,
was it a month, or six weeks, or two months; was it the
same year ? A. Yes, sir; it was the same year.

@ The two talks ? A. Yes, sir.

@ About a month apart, or two' months; do you
mean that one was in February and the other in Apri m
A. Well, I won’t be certain of the month it wasin; I did
not charge mv mind with that part.
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g Well, we will take the first talk; Mr. Golden,
the old gentleman, was there, and old Mr. Knapp was al-
$0 there, and his daughter and you were there ? A. Yes,

. Q@ Who else was there in the same room ? A .—
Poter was there.

0. Well, I understand you to say that you have al-
ways lived there at Mr. Golden’s? A. Yes, sir.

@ Now this day; can you tell us what you were
doing while there—were you sitting in the room all the
time? A. I was in the room on the Sabbath; they came
down in the afternoon, and she wished to see Peter; and
Ihed no one to send for him, so I went myself for him.
Then I came back and got their dinners. I was not in the
roomall the time the talk was going on.

@ You had the cares ot the house to look after ? A.
Yes, sir; I had, because his daughter was not home ; she
ws sick; and what I have told you, I heard them say.

@ Then the next morning they were there, you say ?
A Yes, sir; until after breakfast.

@ And his daughter was not home yet, was she?
A No, sir; but I believe they rode down to Mr. Dor-
rarces and seen her before they left.

@ Was there any girl there to help you ? A. No,
sir; the girl had gone to Sabbath-school in the afternoon.

@ Was there any girl there to help you the next
morming? A. Yes, sir.

@ But the care of the house was on you ? A. 1
guess it was, if the girl was not home.

Q@ Now this second talk was on a week day ? A. T]
believe it was the next morning.

Was the second talk the next morning? A.—
Wel, it was repeated over the next morning.

@ But you said there was another talk when he
cneto pay your brother ? A. That was not the next
noming.

@ Well, that was the second talk you spoke of—
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were you present at that time? A. Yes, sir; and dd
Mr. Golden, and old Mr. Knapp, and his daughter.

®Q Any one else ? I don’t know that there was.

@ That was on a week day? A. Certainly, it was

@. What was that second talk ? A I told yoube
fore that my brother inquired of Mr. Knapp why he would
not convey it right over; why he would not make it right
over to Peter, and he said because he wished to pay it off
and make it free and clear.

@ You mean by your brother, Mr. Golden? A
Of course.

@ And he inquired of Mr. Knapp? A. Yes, gr.

@ He inquired why he did not make it right over?
A. Yes, sir; and Mr. Knapp said because he wished to
make it free and clear, and pay it right off.

Q. Was there any time spoken of when it was to be
made free and clear ? A. 1 believe the first time it com
menced it was a year, and then he asked for a year anda
half, and it has never been done at all.

@ Well, at this second conversation, when he sad
he wanted to make it free and clear, was any time men-
tioned ? A. I expect there was; they was talking, butI
did not listen to every word of it.

Q. At the time of the second talk you speak of, did
you have to look after the house? A. No, sir; his
daughter had charge ofit, but we had some one to hep
us do the work.

Q. Are you sure you were in the room all the tine
ofthe second talk, and heard it all? A. I don’tknow
that I heard every word that passed, but I heard what I
have told you.

@ How old are you ? A. I am seventy-five—sev-
enty-six, sir.

Complainant offered in evidence his account books, hills
and receipts to disprove S. P. Knapp’s pretences of
supporting Golden’s family. Also, account books,
bills and receipts of money paid out by complainant
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for his family, and farm expenses for 1874 and 1875.
Overruled by Vice Chancellor.

. P
G)mplamants Counsel also called Silas Reeves :

Sworm.

Q By Mr. Vredenburgh. You work out on farms ?
1 Sometimes, sir.

@ Did you work on this Golden farm ? M. I have
warked on it some, sir.

What year did you work on it? A. Different
years, Sir.

@ Well, did you work on it in 1874 ? A. 1874—
Idore nine days work on it.

@ Did you work on it in 1875? A. Yes, sir.

@ Who did you hire with in 1875 ? A. Peter S.
Golden.

Q@ And you worked there how long ? A. Well, I
wat there sometime in January, and worked up to the
firt of March, under my first bargain; then I re-hired for
aeyear and worked for eight months out of that year.

Q@ Who did you hire with on the first of January?
1. Mr. Peter S. Golden.

@ Who paid you? A. Sometimes he paid me,
adsometimes his wife did ; on the first agreement, or
fit bargain, at least.

@ Now what time did you hire the second time ?—
4. A few days before the first of March ?

@ Who hired you then ? A. Peter S. Golden.

Q@ Who paid you? A. He did.

@ Did you receive all the money from him that
vea? A. I did not work the whole time out; I only
worked-eight months of the year, and I received my pay-
matsin full from him.

V- As to the other hands, from what you saw ; who
ddyou see hire and pay the hands ? A. I saw Mr. Gol-
dnpay the hands frequently.

@ Did you at any time hear a conversation between
Pter S Golden and his wife, Mrs. Golden, in reference
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to a paper or agreement, or hear any remarks pessle
tween them about it? A. I heard something abouta
agreement one day in the kitchen.

@ What did you hear? A. I could not et
the words now, no-how, I don’t think; none of them; ket
I heard Mr. Golden say something about an agreement,
and I heard Mrs. Golden say that that agreement aid
he got within twelve hours ; and that’s about all I kow
of the agreement.

@. By the Vice Chancellorr When was this? A-
I could not tell the time.

@ As nearly as you can? A. Well, I will &
you what I can say; it was between the first of Much
and the first of November, and that’s the nearest Ien
tell you, sir.

Q. Farther Direct. 18757 A. Yes, sir.

Q. Oross-Ex.- That was between, you think, Mich
and November, 1875? A. 1 am certain ofit, becare
that is the time I worked there.

@- Now, you went there indfanuary, you say? A
Yes, sir.

@ And stayed until March, and Peter hired you
then? A. Yes, sir.

@. And then you made a new bargain in Md?
A. 1 made a new bargain a few days before the firstd
March.

Q. Now, can’t you tell us when this talk was; ves
it between March and May?--A. I can’t; I would mt
like to say, because it was something that was none of ny
business whatever, no more than I recollect hearing the
conversation. I made no memorandum or any particular
charge about it.on my mind.

@ When did you quit? A. Last October.

@ How long before you quit was it? A. Welll
could just, as well tell you how long it was after I com
menced, as.to tell you how long it was before I avs
I can’t do it-; -L expect- to.tell the truth here.

Q. Was it in the'batter part of your time? A *
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Ls sometime while I worked there, and that is all I can
sy. It was sometime- within those months I have men-
tioned, while I worked there. ;

0. Who else was there besides you and Peter and
hswife? A. I don’t know whether the girl was in the
kitchen or not; I could not tell you.

@ Was it when you went to your dinner, or at what
part of the day was it? A. It was meal time, because I
was quite well engaged in eating, but I don’t know what
nmedl it was; that is generally the busiest time of day with
[me.

Q About how long were you there, do you think;
hdfanhour, or an hour, or what? A. What, to eat?

@ Yes; while this talk was going on ? A. That’s
had for me to say ; if it was dinner time I was not in the
[house long; if it was supper time I was in the house all
Itheevening; but I could not tell you what meal it was.

@ I mean, did you hear them talking after you had
Ibeenin the house awhile; or were they talking as you
watin, and stopped talking as you came in; or did the
talkspring up after you had been in the kitchen for awhile?
1. Ithink the talk arose after I went in the kitchen,

T thet time.

@ Then when you first went into the kitchen were
Ithey both in there, or only one of them? A. I don’t
I know whether they were both in there, or one came in
I afterwards.

@ You don’t know whether Peter came in with

youfrom the field at that time? A. 1 do not.
Did he go out with you? A. ThatI don’t re-
menber.

@ What was the nature of the talk; was there good
fecling between them— was it pleasant, or did there appear
tobe some feeling about it 2 A. If it had been me, I
ghould say there was some feeling.

@ Can't you tell us how long they were talking to-
gether at that time ?  A.

@ And you can’t remember*whether anybody came
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in and interrupted the talk? A. Not thatI remember of

@ Did they talk about anything else ? A. They
were talking something about a child at the same time

@. What child? A. Willie.

Q. One child ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Was the child there? A. 1 forget whether the
children were there or in the hall at that time.

®. Had Mr. Golden been there at work that day?

He had been about the place all day, I suppose; it
was very seldom he went off*

@ Was old Mr. Knapp there then? A. No, sir;
I don t think he was; I don’t remember his being there.

@ Who else was about the house; do you know?
A. 1 do not; I don’t think there was any more than the
family, anyhow.

Q. The first nine days you speak of here, you say
Golden hired you ? A. No, sir; that was in 1874.

@ Well, who did? A. 1 hired with Mr. Knapp.

@ Old Mr. Knapp? A. Yes, sir.

@ Did you work on the place ? A. Yes; I picked
pears and apples.

® You worked on the place ? A. Yes, sir; pick-
ing apples and fruit.

@ Was anybody else at work on the place besides
you? A. Yes, sir; William Lane and Jacob Fritzinger,
I think they called him, or some such name as that.

@ Who else was on the place in 1875, besides you?
A. Peter Wernens worked there in 1875.

e’se- A. And they had a young man
there named George.

@ Well, who else. A. Aaron Applegate worked
there for a while.

Q. This was in 1875? A. Yes, sir; and Sanuel
H. Reeves came there and finished out the time I stayed,
I left him on the place.

@ Now in 1874? A. There was another man

there named William Titus.
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@ Whoelse? A. That’'sall T recollect of being
therein 1874—while I was there—those three.

@ Was Mr. Knapp there in 1875? A. Part of the
tine.

@ Which part? A. Different parts; he was back-
wards and forwards, and part of the time lie was there
steady.

@ Do you know who had charge of the horses and
stock on the place in 1875 ? A. Well, as far as it was
estimated to me, I supposed it was under Mr. Golden’s

charge in 1875, as far as I know. That is, in the begin-
ning of my going there.

@ Did Peter give any directions about the horses
aadl toyou ? A. In what way, sir.

@ In any way—about your taking care of them ?—
L Yes, sir; Peter gave me charge of a pair of horses;
they all did ; to take to work and take care of them.

@ Who gave them to you ? A. Mr. Golden, Mrs.
Golden, Mr. Knapp, and Mr. Samuel P. Knapp asked me
totake a pair of horses there and work them. I refused
totake them, twice ; and then they sent them again and
therman said that Mr. Knapp requested you very hard to
take these horses and work them ; and I did so, under
M: Golden’s directions.

Q@ You said just now that Mr. Golden had charge of
treplace as far as was estimated to you in the beginning ;
row; I want to know what charge it was he had? A. 1
should suppose Mr. Golden was there as boss; that’s all
lknow; he hired me and paid me, and I suppose that
vis the boss man’s business.

@ Did he give you any particular directions ? A.
Fetold me what to do right through ; nobody else gave
reorders in the forepart of that season except what Mrs.
CGolden gave me, of course, as a lady on afarm would do ;
except about those horses; they all wanted me to take
adwork them for reasons I can’t tell.

@ It was a good team, I suppose? A. Yes, sir.

V- You speak of Mr. Knapp giving directions at
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times—do you mean the old gentleman, or the young? A
About the horses ?

@ Anything about the farm ; were there any direc-
tions from anybody else beside Peter Golden, in regard to
working the farm ? A. Well, I don’t know what you
call that; I will tell you how that was though. The fore-
part of the season nobody interfered with the business of
the farm, except Mr. Golden; he was the sole manager of
that farm. In the latter part of the season, Mr. Samuel
Knapp came there, and carted away stuff we were gath-
ering, I mean produce ; and, as I was told— (Interrupted.)

@ No; we don’t want that? A. Well, he carted
away stuff, and as a general thing there was a great
deal of consultation between him and Golden about
gathering the stuff; but my orders generally came from
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Golden on that farm. T looked
upon them as my boss and mistress as I should pronounce
it here.

@ When you speak of Samuel Knapp, who do you
mean? A. The old gentleman that is sitting nearest e,
sir.

@. Did Samuel P. Knapp have anything to say about
the produce for that year? A. I don’t recollect Samuel
P. Knapp having anything to say about it.

Q. Neither about the work or the stock?
heard him speak about the stock.

@ Where was he then ? A. In the house.

@. Talking to you? A. No, sir; he gave mem
directions except one colt he sent from New Brunswick
for me to break.

@. But about the general work on the farm? A
No, sir; I heard him say nothing about it, any more than
I heard him and Mr. Golden talking about the stock.

@ What did he say? A. I should say be was giv-
ing advice to him about the best way to manage, and to

take care of the stock and handle it.
@ Did he say anything about the farm ? A
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doit know anything about Samuel P. Knapp giving any
directions about the farm in general.

@ Or in particular either ? A. No, sir.

@ Re-Direct. In 1874 you say Mr. Knapp hired
yoi; do you know where Mr. Golden was at that time ?
4, In New York.

@ Not at his house ? A. No, sir; no more than
hecame out one afternoon and went back the next morn-
g
Complainants’ Counsel also called Samuel Reeves:

Sworn.

Q By Mr. Vredenburgh. Did you work in 1875 on
tte Golden farm ? A. Yes, sir.

@ During what time did you work on that farm ?
4. Tbegan to work there on the sixth day of September,
1875.

@ How long did you work there ? A Well, I am
working there on the same farm now.

@ You are still there? A. liTes, sir.

@ Are you now under the employ of Mr. Knapp ?
4. Iam working now under the employ of Mr. Knapp.

Q@ How long did you work there in 1875, when you
fit went there ? A. I have been on the place ever
SR

Q@ Who did you hire with ? A. Peter S. Golden
when [ first started.

@ For how long? A. By the month for as long
ahe wanted me.

@ How many months did he pay you for ? A.—
Two months.

Q@ Did you or not see him pay the other hands
while you were there ? A. Yes, sir.

0. cross-kx. You first went there in 1875; had
youworked there before ? A. No, sir.

@ And Peter hired you then? A. Yes, sir.
@ And paid you for how long ? A. Two months.
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@ Which two months do you mean ; the first two?
A. Yes, sir; the first two I worked there.

@ Where was Mr. Knapp at that time? A I
was on the place there.

@ Living there ? A. Yes, sir; I suppose so; ke
was there all the time.

@ Was his family there ? A. Yes, sir.

@. Then how about the other time after the first
two months you were there—then who hired you ? 1i.-
Mr. Knapp hired me after I had worked two months for
Mr. Golden ; old Mr. Samuel Knapp, I think.

@. And you continued on under Mr. Knapp fiom
that time—or how long did you hire at that time for? i.
For all the Winter with Mr. Knaprp.

@ To work on that farm, or elsewhere? A To
work on that farm.

@ Where was Peter when you hired with M.
Knapp, after the first two months ended ? A. Whenl
hired with Mr. Knapp, Mr. Golden had gone away sone
where.

@ Mr. Knapp has paid you for that hiring, has he?
A. Mr. Knapp has paid me ever since I hired with hm

@ That’s what I mean ; was anybody else work-
ing there after the end of the two months, when you
first went there and hired with Mr. Knapp—any other
hands beside you? A. Yes, sir; once in awhile there
was.

@ Who hired and paid them, as you know—mt
from what you heard—after the first two months? A—
Mr. Knapp.

Q. He hired these other hands also ? A. Yes, s

@. Re-Direct. You say Peter Golden went away;
do you recollect when he came back, or about that time
whether Mr. Knapp and Peter had a difficulty on the
farm about the right of possession there ; was there any
question between them asto the right to the farm; do you
recollect anything of that kind ? A. After he came back
or before he went away ?
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@ Either time; was there a difficulty or not, and if
there was state what you know about it, and what you
saw? A. {A 'pause.)

@ Why do you hesitate to answer? A. {A pause.)

@ By the Vice Chancellor. Do you understand the
question? A. Yes, sir.

Q Then answer it? A. I heard a little difficulty
between them a few days after Mr. Golden came hack.

@ Before or after Mr. Knapp had hired you for the
balance of the Winter ? A. It was after Mr. Knapp had
hired me

Q Further Direct. Mr. Knapp hired you when Peter
wsaway? A. Yes, sir.

@ Well, after, he came back, then, you say there was
adifficulty between them ? A. Yes, sir.

Q@ Did Mr. Golden tell you to go and gather corn ?
A Yes, sir; he told me to gather corn when he went
anay.

@ Did you tell him Mr. Knapp hired you ? A .—
Itold him when he came back that Mr. Knapp had hired
ne

@ Well, what was the difficulty; did Mr. Knapp
sy anything to you while Mr. Golden was away, that
Peter had no business there? A. No, sir; I don’t re-
member his saying he had no business there.

@ You say they had a difficulty ; now just tell the
difficulty you saw, or heard, that they had ? A. (A pause.)

@ By the Vice Chancellor. Answer the question ? A.
Idon't remember what was said about gathering corn;
thare was something said between Mr. Golden and Mr.
Knapp about it, a few days after he came home.

@ Further Direct. Peter told you to gather corn ?
I Yes, sir.

@ And you told him that Mr. Knapp had hired
you? A. Yes, sir.

@ Did he like that? A. He did not say anything
»oout it any more than : “ It is all right, then;” just so.

@ Then what was the difficulty ? A. Mr. Golden
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came home and asked me if I had gathered the corn, axd
I said : “ No, sir.” He said : “ What have you been do
ing ?” I said: “ Working for Mr. Knapp.”. He said
“ How long has that been ?” and I said: “ Since Mon-
day.” Said he: “ Has he hired you?” I said: “ Yes, sir”
And he said : “ That’sall right, then.” That’s all lie sad
to me.

@ And you kept on working after that? A. Yes,
sir.

@ Do you know whether there was a difficulty ar
not, between them, as to the possession there, on the farm?
A. 1 saw a difficulty between them a good deal, down
there.

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. Do you mean that diffi-
culties arose, about who had the right to the possession of
the farm? A. Well, it was about the farm, always,
when it commenced.

Q. Re-Cross. You said there were difficulties a good
deal, between them ; what do you mean ; in the first two
months, or the other part of the time ? A. In the first
two months I was there.

Q. There was difficulty then ? A. Yes, sir.

@. Between whom, and what about ? A. Between
Mr. Golden and Mr. Knapp.

@ What about? A. About some of the affairs of
the farm.

@ Sir? A. About some of the affairs of the farm

@ Well, was there also troubles after the first two
months? A. Yes, sir.

@ You say, Peter went away ; how long was he
away ? A. He was away about three or four, or five
days; something like that; I don’t know exactly.

Q. Then he came back, and Mr. Knapp had hired
you? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Let us know about this first two months did
you hire by the two months or one month, or for the sea
son? A By the month, as long as Mr. Golden wanted

me to work for him.
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@ When he went away did he tell you what to do ?
A Yes, sir.

@ He told you to gather this corn ? A. Yes, sir.

@ How was it you hired with Mr. Knapp in his ab-
sae—can you tell us that? A. Mr. Knapp told me that
he was going to take possession, and run the farm; and
letold me that he would hire me to work for him all the

@ Didyou hire with him ? A. I told Mr. Knapp
it M. Golden said it was likely he would want me
aﬂhrmlth, and may-be a month and a half, and may-
lBIEV\(lidkeep me all Winter; he did not know what
levaldd dx And Mr. Knapp told me he would not
badany hand round there for Mr. Golden.

Q Ddyou live in the house—you did not live in a
Ihe(fyll['own? A. No, sir; I boarded on the place.

Q Well, goon? A. And I thought that as long
a&lledachance to have a place all the Winter, I would
lewth M. Knapp, being as he told me he was not
girgtoboard any man for Mr. Golden ; and I wanted a
Heeto wak, sO1 stayed on.

@ That’s the way you came to hire with Mr. Knapp ?
A Yes, sir.

@ Now then, you know when Mr. Golden came
back—yOU were at work then under the hiring of Mr.
Kap anthe farm ? A, Yes, sir.

@ During the time that you were there, was Mr.
Knapp's family there, living on the place, too— Samuel
Knapp and Mrs. Knapp ? A. Mrs. Knapp was there.

§. And Mrs. Golden was living there too? A .—
Yes, sir.

@ Was Samuel P. Knapp there at any time, whilst
youwere at work ? A. The first two months ?

Any time—Yes ; take the first two months ? A.
Inthe first two months I saw Mr. Samuel P. Knapp there
twice.

Q@ Well, go on; did you see him there any more?

10

20



10

20

30

180 IN CHANCERY OF NEW JERSEY.

A. Then, after that, I saw him there several times; bt
I never kept any account after that.

@ In the first two months you saw him there twice
A. Yes.

@. Did he stay a night and a day, or an hour ar
how long did he stay? A. ’'Most always he stayed al
night.

@. Did he stay any more than a day there at any time?
A. He would come one day and go hack the next.

Q. Was there any time he stayed there a week ? A
Ho, sir.

@ Did Samuel P. have anything to say about the
work on the farm, or the stock? A. About it?

@ Yes; did Samuel P. have anything to say about
the stock on the farm, and the working of it? A. When
I worked for Peter S. Golden, do you mean ?

@ Yes; when you worked for Peter S., or for Sam
uel Knapp ; either one ? A. He never had anything to
say in my presence, about it.

@ You did not hear any talk between Peter ud
Samuel P. Knapp one night, concerning the place? A—
I heard some talk one night concerning the place, butI
was not close by to tell what it was, but I was close
enough by to hear talking.

Q. That was between Samuel P. and Peter S.? A
Yes, sir.

Q. It was something about the place, but you could
not tell what it was ? A. No, sir.

Complainants’ Counsel also called Benjamin Dorrance:

SWOTH.

@ By Mr. Vredenburgh. How old are you? A.—
Nearly seventeen.

Q. Do you remember going down to the farm—the
Golden farm—with your grandfather? A. Yes, sir.

@ How long ago was that, about? A. In the
Spring of 1874.
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Q By the Vice Chancellor. With your grandfather,
Jdm Golden ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Further Direct You drove down with him from
Frechold? A. Yes. sir.

@ Who did you see there? A. Mr. Knapp and
M Peter Golden, and Mr. Bedle.

@ What Knapp ? A. Samuel Knapp,

@ Did you take dinner there? A. Yes, sir; we
tok part of our dinner with us.

@ Did you all eat dinner together ? A. Yes, sir.

@ Who had dinner there? A. My grandfather,
M Knapp, Mr. Peter Golden, and Mr. Bedle and my-
of.

Q@ Was Mrs. Golden, this lady, (pointing to Mrs.
Rter S Golden) there that day? A. No, sir.

Q@ Were you down with your grandfather after-
wards? A. Yes, sir.

Q How long after? A. I don’t remember how
T2

@ Well, was it the same year? A. It was afew
months afterwards.

@ You don’t remember how long? A. No, sir.

Q Did you drive down with your grandfather that
time? A. Yes, sir.

@ Who did you see there then? A. Mrs. Gol-
dnwas there then, and Mr. Golden.

@ Mrs. Golden w?s there then? A. Yes, sir.

@ At the farm? A. Yes, sir.

@ By the Vice Chancellor. You say Mrs. Golden
adMr. Golden; do you mean Mr. John Golden? A .—
M Peter S. Golden, sir.

@ Further Direct. You went down with Mr. John
Hldn? A. Yes, sir.

Q What did they do that day you saw ;Mrs. Golden
thae? A. 1 don’t remember what was done that day.

@ Do you remember on the first visit, what was
tolkedabout generally ? A. Yes, sir.

@ What? A. About dividing the sheep.
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@ Mr. Knapp was not there the second time? A
No, sir.

®. Was he there the first time ? A. Yes, dr.

@ Were you there with your grandfather at ay
Other time? A. I was there before that—in the Fall
before.

@ Not in the Spring of 1874? A. No, sir; inthat
Fall, and those two times in the Spring.

Q. They were the only times vou were there with
your grandfather? A. Yes, sir.

@. Do you remember anything else except about the
sheep being talked about, the first time you went down in
the Spring? A. No, sir.

Q: Where were you? A. 1 was walking round
different places ; I was in the house part of the time, and
out in the wagon house.

Q. Oross.-Ex. Who else was there besides you on
the first visit ? A. When they divided the sheep?

@ Yes? A. Peter Golden and Mr. Knapp.

@ The old gentleman ? A. Yes, sir; and M.
Bedle.

Q. Did they divide the sheep? A. 1 don’tknow
whether they did or not.

Q. Well, that was the first time you met? A—
That was the second time ; I went first in the Fall ol 1873.

Q. Now, when you were there the third time, what
were they doing ? A. I don’t remember what was going
on that day.

@ Who were there ? A. Mrs. Golden was there.

@ And Peter? A. Yes, sir.

@. And his wife, you said ? A. Yes, sir.

@. And your grandfather ? A. Yes, sir.

Q Who else? A. I don’t remember anyone else,
the children were there ; Mrs. Peter S. Golden’s childien.

®. You don’t know whether she was there before
you got there, or whether she came from New Biuns-
wick? A. No, sir.

Q. By the Vice Chancellor. Let me understand you,
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Benjamin; you have spoken of three visits; one in the
Flloi1873, and two during the Spring 011874, have you
now 2. VYes, sir.

o. Now,who did you see there on the occasion of
your first visit, in the Spring of 1874 2 A. Mrs. Golden,
butMr. Golden was not there at that time. | went with
ray grandfather to get some posts.

By Complainant. “ Let’s see Iif | understand you.” [(To

ﬂ‘esmnogranner.l Read the gquestion, if you please, -

The Stenographer read as follows : Let me understand you
Benjamin ; you have spoken of three visits— one in
the Fall o1 1873, and two during the Spring of 1874
—have you not ?

A. Mrs. Golden; Mr. Golden I did not see there; |
mean Mr. Peter Golden.

0. Who else ? A. Mr. Bedle was there.

0. further Direct You made two visits in the
Sairgaf 1874— one when they were dividing the sheep,
adlteatherwnen you went about some posts ? A. No,
S'I;ﬂBﬁIS:visil in the Fall was ahout the posts.

0. The first visit in the Fall was about posts? A.
Yes, sir.

0. NOwthe second visit, which was the first in the
S:Iilgﬂﬂ:was about the sheep? A. VYes, sir.

o. And the third you don’'t recollect what it was
ahout? a. No, sir.

0. Now, you wrent in the Spring, 1874, with your
gaﬂiﬂfrnn both these visits ? A. Yes, sir.

0. N)V\;lhe first one in the Spring, when you went
vih)ur grandfather; who did you see down there on
tatfist visityou made in the Spring ; who did you take
dner withs +. mr. Knapp, Mr. Peter Golden, Mr.
Iﬁha’dnyurannlamer. were all that were there.

o. Was Mrs. Golden there 2 A. No, sir.

0. When you took your dinner there ? A. No,
Sir.

Q. N’V%al the second timeyou went in the Spring;

20
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did you take dinner? a. VYes, sir; then they had the
whole house occupied.

o. How was it the first time 2 a. The first time
they were not in possession ofthe whole house at all then;
they had possession of one part ofit only.

0. Be-Cross. You say vou had dinner therewith
Mr. Knapp, Mr. Peter Golden, and your grandfather?
an. VYes, sir.

o. That was your first visitin the Spring? a .—

10 Yes, sir.

0. By the Vice Chancellor. YOU must have misun-
stood my question just now, when | inguired ofyou who
you satv thereon the occasion of vour first visitin the
Spring of 1874; you said that Mr. Golden was not there?
a. No, sir; he was not there on the first visit | made in
the Fall of1873; thatis what | thought you asked about.

o. Then you misunderstood my question?

0. Farther cross. | understand you they were not
occupying the house then ? a. Not at that time.

20 o. Whatdo you mean by that; that there was no-
body init? . Well Mr. Bedle came up from Keyport,
but he had moved out before that.

o. And the second time you say it was occupied, in
the Spring® a. VYes, sir; it was occupied by Mr. Gol-
deu’s family.

¢. Who got dinner the first time you were there?
A. We took something along with us, and had a fireto

hake some potatoes.
Q. Re-Direct. Who baked the potatoes 2 Mr.

30 Peter Golden.
o. When was it you saw Mr. Bedle there 9 a.—

That was the time they divided the sheep.
o. And that was the day the potatoes were haked.

A . Yes, sir.
Complainants’ Counsel re-called John Golden: Sworn.

Q. By Mr. Vredenburgh. I understand that Mr.
VKnapp says something about your wanting him to pa)
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Peler’s(ﬁisa‘snmetning of that kind; now I want to
uy].l“htwas the fact aboutthat?® a. | never asked
}il’ﬂ’ys.ﬂltning. 0f course there was interest; he
vateltopayme $5,000, and 1 told him | must have the
maetait. There is where the difficulty was at the
o ad why they appointed a second meeting; ne dia
mvattopaythat; and at that second meeting it was
amagitlﬂemat it should be paid. Peter paid me
1t adhe paidpart.

0. At therirst meeting he did not want to pay the
maetuptotherirst otaprit » 2. ves, sir; there was
I!ﬂitglmdahnnl his debts either way ; |1 did not know
leleday debts it was the interest we talked of, on the
Jodand noxtgage.

«. YOUudid not know he had any debts @ 2. No,
Sir.

0. Didne owe vou anything® . 1 had anote
ggistnim, bub1 never asked nim for it

o. I call your attention to the time of the home-
(milgasth conversation with Mr. Knapp in relation
lisintertion of making a donation to his daughter;
yll_IEnﬂ’ﬂH‘llle home-coming? . VYes, sir; they
takatrip of

o. Well, you lived on the farm ? . Yes, sir.

Now, what was the conversation? objected to.
Question overruled.

o. What did Samuel Knapp say to you after the
marriage, and just hefore the conveyance by you to your
sonof this farm, as to his intention to donate— to give to
hisdaughter, Mrs. Golden, $10,000. objected to. Question

o' oross-Ex. You had anote you say, againstPeter,
dthetime ofthis tatk 2 2. ves, sir.

o- YOU did not then, make any remark to Mr.

Knapp a5to having that note paid also® a. No, sir.
. 0 In yourconversation with Mr. Knapp ? a. No,
€X

o- Nor about any other debt of Peter’'s outside of
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the mortgaged® a. No, Sir; nothing was mentioned
about debts, except this interest which I say was talked
about.

¢. Well- the mortgsage was talked of? a. VYes,
sir; and be said he would pay the taxes. | don’'t know
anything about any other debts.

o. You mean to say, then, that no proposition was
made by you to Mr. Knapp, to pay any debt besides the
mortgage debt? a. No, sir; besides the interest on the
bond.

Complainants’ Counsel re-called Samuel P. Knapp:

SWOI’H.

Q. By M. Vredenburgh. 1 call your attention to a
letter dated March third, 1875, and ask you if you sent
that letter to Mr. John Golden at the time it purports to
be dated 2 a. Yes, sir; thatis my hand-writing.

o. Sent about that time? a. VYes, sir; T suppose
s0.
complainant Offers same iIn evidence. Said letter was

marked “ exhibitJ.”

0- By the Vice Chancellor. YOU wrote and sent this
letter to Mr. John Golden ? a. Yes, sir; and received
his reply.

0. Farther Direct. In 1868, Mr. Knapp, were you
embarassed in business so that you settled with your cred-
itors @ a. | was; yes, Sir. onjected to. Admitted.

By the witness. W ell, whatpart of 1868 do you mean,
sir ?

o You made an arrangement with your creditors,
did you not 2 a. In the Fall or Winter of 186.8,1 did.

o. Well you made an arrangement with your cred-
itors and settled with them for less than their claims?
A. Not for less than their claims; no sir.

¢. Well, how much on the dollar? a. Dollar for
dollar on nearly all my claims.

o. You did not pay auite all, then? 1. Welll
paid halfcash and halfhy note.
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o. Do yon mean you paid halfin cash, and gave
notes extending the time » a. VYes, sir.

0. By the Vice chancellor. Do | understand you
thatyou paid dollar for dollar on all claims against you ?
i. No,sir; notall; hut nearly all.

0. Further Direct. [(Handing witness a duplicate
lease, dated first March, 1875.) See if this is in your
hand-writing? a. It looks like it; I think it is.

o. Thatis the lease under which Mr. Dunbar held
thisPiscataway farm 2 a. VYes, sir; it looks like it; 1
think it is.

o. Itisin your hand-writing ? a. VYes, sir.
complainants’ counsel Offers same in evidence, marked “ ex-

hibit K ,” for identification. Objected to.

o. Now, these receipts, Mr. Knapp, were signed
byyou; they are dated September 4, 1875, and May 5,
18759 a. |1 presume so; and were given by me.

o. In pursuance of one of the clauses of this lease 2
a. | presume so.
complainant Offers said receipts In evidence, some marked

“ exhibit L,” dated September 4, 1875, and “ M ,”

dated May 5, 1875. obijected to. Evidence overruled.

0. By the Vice Chancellor. W hat was your husiness
in1868 » a. The grain business in Hew York.

o. Purchasing and selling grain ? 2. Yes, sir.

- cross-ex. And was before that in the grain
business, and since then continued in, and that is your
business now? 1. VYes.

o. You -were embarrassed in business in 186892 a .
Yes, sir,

o 7ou were asked the gquestion whether you made
ipart payment? a. Yes, sir.

o- And you said you had paid nearly all, dollar for
dollar? an. Yes, sir.

o- Now explain what you meanthy that? 2. Well,
APaid perhaps one-third of my creditors in cash; yes, |
guess nearly one-halfofthem. AIll the small ones | paid
Mfull in cash, and the large ones 1 paid one-half cash, and
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gave them notes for a year; and | have paid up all |
think, thatl owed, except three people.

o. Were there any of your creditors that you only
paid part to, as a full discharge, and took receipts in full
from them? a. They gave me receipts in full, some of
them.

0. But they took notes which you expect to pay?
a. VYes, sir; and have paid.

o. AIl but three? a. VYes, sir.

o. But there were more that you paid cash to only,
and got a full discharge from?® 1. VYes, sir; some of
them gave me a full discharge.

o. But they held your notes for the bhalance? .
Ho, sir; not all

0. Re-Direct. Mr. Cobb’s claim went to judgment?
a. Itis not settled yet.

o. He gotajudument for $5,000 2 a. Yes, sir

o. In October, 1868 2 a. Ho, sir.

o. When did he getit? a. | think it was three
months ago.

o. Well you tried the case in 1868 2 a. o, Sir

o. When was it tried ? a. That suit was this; |
bought the grain for somehody else from him, and he
tried to get his money from them and could not, and he is
now trying to getit out of me ; and the case was tried
three months ago, and is now in Court.

0. Re-cross. That was notin this line of transac-
tions ; it was a disputed liability? a . Yes, sir; he was
trying to make me responsible for somebody else.
complainants’ counsel Offered in evidence a certain hook, as

the account hook ofPeter S. Golden, which he kept

of the groceries, &c., hought for the family. Also
certain hills of different years, to show that the ac-
counts were kept with Peter S. Golden. complain-
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Defendants’ Counsel recalls Elizabeth W . Golden :

SWOl‘l‘l.

0. By mr. atten. Just explain about this hook that
has been introduced in the evidence ; which part of itis
inyour hand-writing, and when was the last time you re-
menberthat you saw it? a. In 1874—the Winter of
1874. It was in the Winter | missed the bhook.

o. Since you last saw it has there bheen any writing
putin that book ? a . Yes, sir; this has been put there,
(pointing to the writing on the inside of the cover of the
book that IS not mine.

o. What else was put in since you last saw the
hook? a. tnis iS not mine, on the fourth page.

o. Was it in there when you lastsaw it? a. Ho,
Sir.

o. Just mention wrhat pages were not written when
you last saw the book, and w*hose hand-writing this other
writing is in, that was not in when you last saw it? 1.
Peter S. Golden's. | had an account of the money my
brother sentme; 1 miss thatfrom the hook; 1 don’t see it.

o. That's what | want to ask you; is any of the
writing you put in there notin there now? a. Yes, sir.

o. Which part ofthe hook was that written in ? a .
Near the front; that was an account of money I received
from my brother.

o. On one page, was it? a. It was on one leaf;
ljustcommenced an account of it. 1 had it about one-
balfdown; there was $50, $40, $30, §75, &c.; they were
the amounts.

o. And thatwas alimoney you had from your bhroth-
e a. Yes, sir; that he had sent to me from time to
time.

o. Whatyear was that? a. 1874 ; the first year
we moved.

0. That is the only year missing out of the bhook 2
] That'salll miss now.
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o. Was the book absentbhy your consent? a. Nol
sir.

o. Was it written in by any one but yourself, with
your consent? a. No, sir.

)

Denendants Counsel also called Runyon Pyat t :

Sworn.

0. By Mr.Atien. Where do you live 2 a. 1live
at East Brunswick.

¢o. How long have you Ilived there 2 a. Since
1853.

¢o. Do you know Samuel Knapp, the old gentleman?
a. VYes, sir.

o. How long have }rou known him ? a. Welll
have known him twenty years.

o. You lived in the same neighborhood with him,
did you ? a. Yes, Sir.

o. Have you had intimate relations with him? a.
I have had bhusiness with him.

o. You haved? a. Occasionally.

o. For how long during that period of time? i|
At different times.

o. Have you had opportunities of knowing about
his character and reputation® 1. Well, we had deal-
ings together.

o. Have you had opportunities of knowing his gen-
eral reputation and character in that neighborhood for
truth and veracity ; are you acqguainted with his general
character for truth and veracity in the neighborhood in
which he lives? 1. Yes, sir.

¢. What is it a. 1 never heard anything but
what it was upright and honorahle.

o. For truth and veracity? a. Yes, SiI

0. Cross-Ex. What is your business? . ni
spector. . ]
0. Inspector of what? . Inspector of disti e
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o. Where does your business call you ? 2. New
Yak

o. Where? a. 105 Broad streetl.

0 In connection with the grain business ? a. No,

€«

. You knew Samuel P. Knapp in New York 2 1.
Yes, sir.

o. Have you a place of business in New York 2 a.
Yes, sir; 105 Broad.

o. Then thatis where your business connexion is?
a. Yes, sir; butl live outin New Brunswick.

o. East New Brunswick ? a. Yes, sir.

o. Where is that? a. This side of the river ; it
joins the bridge.

o. The lower bridge ? a. On the turnpike hridge.

o. You are during the day time at New York? a.
Yes, sir.

0. Re-Direct You have business transactions in
New Brunswick. Were you not as much in New Bruns-
wick asin New York? a. || was there every day.

0. Re-cross. In the evening ? a. Yes, sir; in the
evening:.

Defendants’ Counsel also called Lyall Yan Nuys :

Sworn.

0. By mr. anen. Whereis your place of residence 2
4. Yew Brunswick.

o. And has been for how long? . Ever since I
was born.

0. How old are you ? A. Sixty-one ortwo.

o. Have you known Samuel Knapp, and if so for
bow long? . From the time he lived there; within
sik months, at any rate, after he moved to New Jersey, |
gotacquainted with him.

o. Have yvou had opportunities of knowing his gen-
eral reputation for truth and veracity? a. Yes, sir.

§. Bo you know? his general reputation as to truth
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and veracity in that neighborhood ? a. Yes, sir-1 have
transacted business with him.

o. Well, what is it; good or bhad ? A. | always
considered it good.

o. Is his generalreputation good ? a. VYes, sir

o. How does it stand in that neighborhood? .
I think itis very good ; | never heard anything to the re-
verse.

Q. cross-Ex. WHhat is your business? a. Car-
riage making.

o. Mr. Knapp buys carriages ofyou ? a. He has
bought wagons ofme ; buggies and carriages.

o. He trades with youd® a. VYes, sir; but before
he traded with me | was intimate with him on account of
my father-in-law’'s farm, which nearly joins his.

o. You are rather intimate with him? a. YVYes,
sir.

o. That'sall?

Defendants’ Counsel also called Robert Millkr:

Swormn.

0. my mr.annen. Where do you live? a. | live
in New Brunswick, in Ogden street.

o. How long have you vresided there ? a . Fifty-
four years.

o. And for how long have you known Mr. Knapp,
the old gentleman ? a. | could not say, positively, but
I think very nearly all the time since he came to live there.
| was there hefore he came.

o. For the last twenty years ? a. | could notsay
positively ; but about twenty years.

o. Well for ten years, positively ? A. It is more
than ten years, sir.

o. Do you know his general reputation for truth
and veracity, in that neighborhood? a . Well he dealt

wWith me considerably.
o. Well do vyou know his general reputation for
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troth and veracity in that neighborhood? a. || know
nothing against it.

o. What is his general reputation for truth and ve-
racity in that neighborhood—is it yood or had? a. AS
faras| know, it is good.

o. You have had opportunities of knowing ? a . —
He has been dealing with me; |1 am a harness maker hy
trade.

0. oross-ex. He buys his harness ofyou ? A. Yes,
sir; and he always paid me; sometimes he paid me when
hebought it, and sometimes afterwards; and | always
considered— (Interrupted.)

o. That he was likely to buy more; exactly. That's
al

)
Dfendants Counsel also called Henry W. Abbott :

Sworn.

Q. By m . Allen. Your place of residence? a .—
Elizabeth, now.

o. Now, and has been for how long? . A vyear
last May.

o. Before thattime where wasit? a . Hew Bruns-
wick.

o. How long was it there? A . I came there iIn
1862

o. Did you know, during the period of time you
lived there, the old Mr. Knapp # A. Yes, sir.

o. What was his reputation for truth and veracity
ilnatneignhnrhond? A. Good.

o. For how long®? . As long as | have known
Mm; I never heard a word against him.

- oross-ex. He endorsed a note for you?d a.
He did, sir; it was a cross endorsement, though; 1 en-
dorsed one for him.

Q- You are mutual endorsers? a. Yes, Sir.

o- Does he allow you to shoot on his farm ? .

10
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Defendants’ Counsel also called Silas Null: Sworn,

Q. By Mr. Allen. Your residence®? a. New
Brunswick.

o. For how long? . Ever since 1839.

o. Have you known Mr. Knapp during that period
oftime » a. No, sir; not all that time ; 1 have known
him ever since he moved to New Brunswick.

o. About how long is that; about?® a. | suppose
itis nearly twenty years.

o. Whatis his general reputation in that neighbor-
hood, for truth and veracity ? a. Good, sir.

o. During that period oftime 2 a. Yes, sir.

o. You have had opportunities of knowing and hear-
ing of it a. VYes, sir; | used to buy butter, poultry,
and straw, and sometimes hay, of him.

0. oross-Bix. You kept a public house, there ? a.
Yes, sir.

o. And have always kept it? [ Well, | was
away five years; | sold out.

o. What five years were you away? a. Well
from 1870 to 18175.

o. Then from 1870 to 1875 you have not heen in
New Brunswick ? a. Well I have lived across the river
that five years.

o. While you kept a public house did you see Mr.
Knapp there ? a. Yes, sir.

o. You keptabar? a. VYes, sir.

o. Was he at your hotel guite often? a. VYes,
sir; occasionally he would stop there hefore he moved
down ; when he lived up in New York State, somewhere.
He did not have occasion to be up there after he went to
house-keeping; but of course he came in there, or I could
not have bought produce of him.

Defendants’ Counsel also called Charles Jenkins:

SWOX‘]’I.
0. By mr.Aalim. Where do vou reside®? a. New
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o For how long? a. | was born and brought up
there, and have lived there for thirty-one years.

o. Have you known Mr. Knapp all that time ? 1 .
jio sir; 1 suppose | have known him for twelve years.

‘e. Samuel Knapp,l mean? a. VYes,sir; Kknow.

o. Whatis ins general reputation for truth and ve-
racity, and has it been during that time 2 a. | never
heard anything but what it was good.

0. oross-ex. You are ayouny man. How old are
you? a. Thirty-one the ninth of this month, Septem- 10
her.

o, Are you in business ? a. Well, 1 have bheen in
the real estate and insurance business, except for about
one month. 1 n”

o. Where, in Hew Brunswick ? a. In Hew
Brunswick, H. J.

o. And in Hew York? a. Ho, sir.

o. Where did you meet Mr. Samuel Knapp— are
you intimate with Samuel P. Knapp? . VYes, sir.

o. Pretty intimate » a. | don’'t know as you 20
would call it pretty intim ate; | have seen him and know
him. | know the father much better than the son.

o. He subpoenaed you last night— the son ? a .
Yes, sir.

o. You have been intimate with the father 2 a .
Yes, sir; | know him.

Defendants’ Counsel also called John Fitzgerald :

Sworn.

0. By Mr. Allen. Where O YyoUu reside ? a. Hew g0
Brunswick.
o. How long have you 2 a. | was born there.

o. How long have you known Mr. Samuel Knapp ?
h By reputation for fifteen years.

Whatis his general reputation for truth and ve-
racity in that neighborhood 2 a. | never heard it ques-
tioned.

o. Whatisit? . Good.
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o. For that period oftime ? a. Yes.

0. cross-ex. How old are you ? a. Thirty-one
in.December.

o. Then you could not have bheen very old when
you firstknew Mr. Knapp? . No, sir; 1 was a hoy.

o. Did you graduate at the college there ? 2. No
sir.

o. Are you in business there? a. [lib, sir; not
now.

o. Are you acquainted with Samuel P. Knapp ? a.
Well, only within this last three or four months, I think
it is, that | have had a personal acquaintance with him.

o. Have you heen in New Brunswick all the time
since you were born® a. No, sir; 1 have heen to differ-
ent places; Washington and New York.

o. You have heen a little roving 2 a. No, sin
New Brunswick has heen my home.

o. But you did not follow any one steady employ-
ment at New Brunsuick ? a. No, sir.

Defendants’” Counsel also called James Dunbar : Sworn.

. By mr. anten. Your residence is where ? a .—
Piscataway, N. J., for about six or seven years.

o. How lony have you known Mr. Samuel Knapp?
A. About six years.

o. In that same neighborhood ? a. VYes, sir

o. What has his general reputation for truth and
veracity during that time, been? a. Good, as farasl
know.

o Have you had opportunities of knowing 2 s .—
Yes, sir; somewhat.

0. oross-ex. Are you still on that farm at Piscata-
way? a. On my own; yes, sir.

o. You have one ofyour own ? a. VYes, sir.

o. Near to his ? a. One-quarter of a mile in the
rear of his.

o. You have heen iIn his employ? a. I worked
his farm on shares.
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o. Up to what time? [ Last March, for one
year.

Defendants’ Counsel also called George Crater :

Sworm.

o. By mr. anen. Your place of residence? a .
New Brunswick, now, for about eight months.

o. Before that, where ? a. Flemington.

o. Do vou know old Mr. Knapp? A . Yes, sir.

0. By the Vice Chancellor. Had you any acquaint-
anee With Mr. Samuel Knapp prior to your going to New
Brunswick? a. No, sir.

pefendant Withdrew the witness.

complainants’ counsel Withdraws offer ofbook, and certain
accounts in vrelation to grocery hills, ufee, on the
ground that it was not a material question in the
case how the accounts of Peter S. Golden and S. P.
Knapp stood. It is admitted that Aliss Eleanor Gol-
denis unahle to obey the process of the Court, hy
reason of sickness.

Rest A11.

Testimony closed and case adjourned until sixth and
seventh December, 1876.
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EXHIBITS.

[Marked Exhibit ——01!.]

Ko.—— Middletown Point, K. J., April 3 1868
r u. s. v

1 Rev. ¥ FARMERS s« MERCHANTS BAKE
I btamp. )

Pay to John Golden or order, Six Thousand Dollars.

$6,000 00. Peter S. Golden.

[M arked Exhibit D.]
Xew York, March 9, 1874.

Dear Father

I sent you check this morning from Xew Bruns-
wick, for $300, as part payment of interest on mortgage.
Lizzie and | assigned the deed of the farm over to father
Knapp this morning, and have got bis agreement, under
his sign and seal, to pay off" the mortgages on the farm
and transfer it clear of all encumbrances, to my wife and
her heirs. So | have it all satisfactory. |If the children
are well, Lizzie will go down to the farm on Wednesday
afternoon, to remain. | will go, | think, to-morrow night.
Father Knapp has bought a good team of young and gen-
tle horses for us, and we have, we think, a nice young
man to live with us. | shall farm or plant about 15 or 20
acres of corn and potatoes, and put the rest of the till out.
Our business is heginning to look iivetier. 1 will now have
apretty good chance to get along. Sammie will have to
stay up to K. B. until we get settled. If you could
come down 1 think Lizzie would 1let Florence go
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back with you a few days; thatis, if she is fixed to go.
Tell Eleanor to write me SOON. Peter $. Golden.

The above letter sent in envelope marked thus :

f Marked 1
Iaw 1lectj on flce, h .
1%@% ]' Sanp. j-
Toberetumed in .

JOHN GOLDEN, Esq., 10
Freehold,

[Marked Exhibit 0.l

New Brunswick,marcn 30‘“,1814.

John Golden, Esq., Freehold :
Bear Sir f 20

| dou't yet my money until the first day of April,
notin time for me to come to your place. | will be at
your house next Thursday, April the 2nd, if does not
storm so had that it is not fit to be out.

Yours truly,

Samuel Knapp.
[Marked Exnhibit J.l
P Knapp, Dealer in Grain, No. 1, State Street. 80

P. 0. Box, 5,360. New York, March 3d, 18735.

John Golden, Esq. Freehold
Dear Sir e

Owing to the great amount of sickness we have
nad, my father nor myself have heen ahle to attend to
money matters. My mother is just recovering from the
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pneumonia, and father has had the tonsils of throat so lie
could not get out of the house for a week at a time. |
have had inflammation of the kidneys ; together with
Lizzie’s sickness we have had about our share, I think -
so if you have not made arrangements for the balance of
the money due the first of April, | should be under many
obligations ifyou would leave it until another year. |
can give you $2,000 and the interest, if you should re-
quire it, or if you want it all | can get it atthe same time.
10 1 should prefer not to pay all of it until nextyear; wil
pay your interest any time? We had to expend a
good deal of money to get the farm in condition, and buy
stock. Peter has given up his business in New York,
and is goinyg to work the farm and see If he can'tdo
something with it. Pa thinks it is time Peter took charge
ofit, and see if he can't make some money, as he has no
interest to pay now, and everything found him, he ought
to do well. Please let me know7on receipt of this about
the money; if you would like 2 or $3,000 hesides the in-
20 terest, 1 can give it to you, so please let me know at once
whether you want it all, or part, or only your interest
Write by return mail.
Truly Yours,

$. P. Knapp,
1 State Street, New York.

[Marked Exhibit I.]

NoO .~ New Brunswick, March 29th, 1875.

30 1 Int. 1
< Rev. W NATIONAL BANK OF NEW JERSEY.

[Stamp.]
Pay to John Golden or order, One Thousand Dollars.

$1,000. Samuel Knapp.
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Complainants.

WilNeSSBS.ceeeccccccccccccccccccccccccccccce Page.

Wodhidge Strong....ieeeeeees ceceeeecereeeneeeeneenne 1— 12
JNGaden.... .cueecereeenenierennnnncennne. 12— 2710
RtalS Golden....oeeeeeeceeeennnnes covvneeeeeennnneen 27— 63
S P Knapp.......e. ceeeeee ceveecencn ceceeennne P 64
ABIVEr IVRILE. .......ooeeennneeerennneeereenneneeeeennes 155—157
AN CONOVEL...c...eeeeeerennierenecerenececnneneans 157—159
TonasWillett........coeuunennnnen. Vieerrrssesoosennees 159
HINB SOLY....eeeee cererrrrrrrrrrrrrrrennenes coneennns 159—160
HV, LUySter....ccceeeeeeeeeennnecceeees ceveenennnsnnnnnns 160—161
| 7210 o' s o W R 1°1—163
Axer Corel........... 163—164
AnHolnres......... o eeeeesseees caseeseenennnes sesees 165—169 20
EROCVES....oe ceveeerrnnenieeeenneieerrennessessenssnnene 169—175
SIH ROEVES...c.ceuviereeeniereenneeeeeenneeeeeennenens 175—180

7201 01D 0215 SRR 180—184
JNGaden.... coueeeeeeenneiienennnnnns 184—186
S P, Knapp....ceeeeeeeeececeeenenenennnnceeeceeenens 186—188

Defendants.
Witnesses. Page.

S P Knapp....coooeeeeiieiiieinieeinenneeeeeeeneenn 64— 78
S Knapp..coeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennns 78—107
JINL CONOVEL.......oeveueeeierreeneceerenneeseseennens 107—108
Rizxthw . Golden...........uuueeeene..... 108—132
St P Knapp...... coceeeeeeeeeeeeececeeneeceeeenennn 132—134
My Dean.... .ccceeeeeceeeeeeenneennnnnecceeceeessssnnnnnes 134—139
Sid Lichhard.........covveeeeeeeeennncerennnneenennns 140—143
JINS Longstreet.......ccooevvvvneneeiieeecccsiscnnnenns 143—144
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Witnesses.

Joseph Oshorn

Defendants.

n
rage.
145-146

Robert Carson ...
Augustus Stillwell.....

146—141
147 11

.L 1 1 ”.\\WAa8-150

Iso_ isi

Isi_1I5

152—135

Elizaheth W . Oolden
Runyon Pyatt

!...190-191

Lyall Yan Huys

191—192

- 102__193

Henry w . Abbott..

193

194

194 195

John Fitzgerald

195—196

196—197

197
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