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To the Governor and the Legialat'\l.J?e of the . State d"?re'NMr ft:·~sey: . 

Pur·suant to the provisions of J. R. 8 of the 1929 Session 

of the Legislature, the State Board. of axe.a and Assessm.ent submits 

the .following t .abulati.on obtained from its su.rve-y of the t .ax exempt 

property of uni ver·si ti .es and colleges, and t h e property of the 3ta te 

of e . Jersey and its various counties~ 

Property of Uni vers1 ties 
Counti and Golle,ges 

Atlanti .c --------·-·---

Bergen -----~-----

Burlington -----·-----··-

Camden · --------·-··-

Cape ay 

Cumberland 

Essex 

Gloucester. 

Hudson 

Hunterdon 

eroeF 

1ddlesex 

~omnouth 

Ocean 

Pa.s. ss.1~ 

Salem 

Somer et 

Sussex 

Union 

rifarren 

2173,100 

1,572,800 
_1111* _____ -.,:_ ....... 

· 10, ?'41, 950 

5,732,575 

2-8?,000 

-~.._- ........ _. ...... 
-----------

County 
.Propertz 

:, 702,666· 

l,893 ,370· 

681,000 

lt9_60,l20 

225,'730 

108,000 

25, 8'96, 4'00· 

s2e,·ooo 

16,529,650 

240,000 

l,086,450 

1,374,550 

309,150 

260,000 

90,00Q 

a,ooo 
140,000 

3S9t ·OOO 

5'9,600 

2,156,321 

168,000 

state 
Pr0;per.tz 

$ 2,eoo 
661,8~5 

214,000 

250 

15,000 

1,124,000 

5,064,000 

220,000 

3,247,300 

l,741,654 

lS,009,790 

l,302,100 

86~700 

4,28-0,300 

17,200 

292,000 

35 ,,000 

368,930 

---·--, ............ 
499,900 

~06,500 

18 ,, 607, 426 . $54, 684, 007 ~34 J :s 69, 3,49 
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rrhis survey was made by checking and lis,ting all exempt 

property of these clas,sea contained 'in the tax lieta on £1le in 

the offices of the County Boards of Taxation. I .t was 1mpossil,)le 

for the Board to make a personal survey as no appropriat1<;ln was 
. . \; ~.... ' . 

made by .;the tegisla.tur,e to e.at-ry out the prov1s1ons of the Resolu-

M.on and for the reas.on that our present o.ffice .f'or«Je is inadequate 
' . 

to permit the p1ao1ng of a. man on . such dut7 for the length of time 

re·qu1red t·o make such e. survey. 

In compiling the amounts· of' the abov·e property w.e find 

d.is·crepe.ncies in the valuations shown on the tax lists and. tho:se 

ae~tified to the Board by the County B·oards of Tu:ation and shown 

on the abstracts or ratab·les. The Board is of the opinion th&:t 

assessors of the various municipa.11 ties a.re lax in the 11 sting ,of 

exempt real estate, and that in some instances no change is made in 

valuations ·Of such propert'Y from year to year• Exempt personalty 

also 1 ,s' not '11 sted at its true value, and in so:me taxing diatr1ets 

no record ie made e.s to the val u.e of su·ob. prQperty. In view of 

thes.e Circrnmstances, we feel that the above Valuations represent a 

ver!y conservative e.stimate of the amo11nt of such p.roperty 1n the 

State of New Jersey. 

In addition to the survey gi~en above~ the Resolution 

makes it th·e duty ()f the Boe.rd "to report in what manner such inunici­

pali ties may be eompensat·ed, in l1e,u of tax,es, for governmental 

banefi ts .so :extend.ed as aforesaid,. or for lG>ss of taxea by reason 

of publ1aly owned tax exempt property the ownership and use of 

whi ·ch, by the st,ate or any county of the State 1s· of -se:l"'V1,ce to 

other muni·eipali.ties in addition to that in wbioh it is loea.ted.u 

ith pos·sibly a very few exc.eptions, C'ounty property is 

C">t service to all · thie mun1cipa.11t1es or the C·ounty in wh1oh it is 

loca:ted. Gen·e·rally speaking, 1 t may als10 be said that property of 

the State, regard.le.es of it.a looati.on, is for the S·ervice of mun1ci• 

palit1ee. and ·people of the State.. It would se·em therefore that any 

legislation recommende:d by the Boa.rd mus.t necessarily be general 



I 

I 

I 

I 

in 1 t~ ef~e~t 1 applyine; to prs,ot:tcaily all o,~ the districtrs in 

whieh eounty -~d State pr_.operty is located • . 

The ;prese;it ,Tax Aot (Gener~l Tax Act Revision ot: 1918; 

.Section 203, subdiv1s1o·n 6) exempts f!'om taxation .pr.opertj?' of· " * .. ~-* 
tne State or New ,.Jersey; _ property. of the. respeotive counties, school 

districts 4!1Ild taxi_:og districts, when located th·erein and used for 

public purpo1!Jes,." 

It· will b.e noteq that the statute l?estr1eta the exemption 
• '. ,I 

Qf_. p!'operty, .of oo~ti~s._, seh~ol distr·1cts and taxing .districts ~<;> 

p_roperty located within . th·e . distri~t or . the oounty owning 1t, and 

th~t under_ thi Q lim,1 t~d~.~on t ·i;te pr<?pert,y of one. county lae .a~ed 1n 

another would n,ot b~ exempt,. even if a~ch pr·op·e:t'ty -were used .for 

public purposes. In cons.truing this p:rov1~i .on. or. the General !Vax 

Act,, howev~~' the oourt Gf Er'rors and Appeals has held that a 

~rtatute which e.ttempte·d thus to class~~y pr,·opercy (by reason of 1 tis 

leea.tion), although all of such p·rope.:rt·r as s:ub·Jee'ted to publl·o 

use, was not a gene~a.l law and for this reason . was ;n CO.rlt:ra:vention 

of the ,Oonsti tut1on. Jersey City ~s ~ Blum,. 127 __ Atl. Rep. 214. 

Under the deei .sion .of the Court in thi.s cas·e, ·oount7 p.roperty is 

exempt. from taxation when used tor public purpos~s, whethe~ or not 

it i .e located in the county owning it. 

Whether o.r not. the test of cons ti tu.tiona~i ty eould be met 

by legislation dir·eeting t .he State and tb.e count1~s · to re·imburse 

munieipa.11. ti, es for loss of taxes on such property is not within -

the pr:ovince of this Board to decide. In view .o~ the dif'fieu,lty, 

however, ot _ dr·~_ t1ng such legislation along cons ti tut1onal lin·es .. ' 

end imposing . penalties ·for 1 t .s enforcement,, the~ Bo~d has deo1d·ed to 

confine 1 tself to· th~ survey above given. No legislat1o.n is ·recom-

mended. 

Respectfullr submitted, 

.ll .D. ·•WEA.VER ........ - • • • • • • President. 
M. R •. MARG:sttm.t • • • • • • • • • • • • • l~ • • • • • • • • • • • 

J ,. ~WM. HUEflEL ........... ~ ...•..•......• 
CHAS. E .• COOK . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . GEORGE co· 'PTON 
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Secx-etary. 
• ~ i .lJt . .Q.f1-U~ .............. . 
State Board of 'rues and As ·sessment • 
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