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Airmen Read Airmen Read 
Across AmericaAcross America
By Tech. Sgt. Matt HechtBy Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht
New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs Public AffairsNew Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs Public Affairs

The sounds of chattering children, musical in-
struments and teachers instructing students 
echoed through the halls of Atlantic City’s Brigh-
ton Avenue School. 
With the creak of the 
front doors open-
ing, the noise level 
dipped as Airmen 
from the New Jersey 
Air National Guard 
entered the building.

Above:  Tech. Sgt. Archie Mason reads to sec-
ond graders at the Brighton Avenue School, At-
lantic City, N.J., during a Read Across America 
event, Feb. 24, 2015. (U.S. Air National Guard 
photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht/Released)

U.S. Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht/Released
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The f ve Airmen, representing Joint 
Force Headquarters, the 108th Wing and 
the 177th Fighter Wing, all came together 
to participate in Read Across America.

Founded by the National Educa-
tion Association, Read Across America 
coincides around the time of renowned 
children’s author Dr. Seuss’s birthday on 
March 2, and features military and com-

munity members coming together to read 
to children in local schools.

The Airmen were greeted by Court-
ney Mitchell, who acted as the teacher-
military liaison.

“It means so much to the kids to have 
the National Guard here,” said Mitchell. 

Mitchell then lead the Airmen to the 
classrooms where they would be reading 
to students.

Tech. Sgt. Archie Mason lightened 
the mood with a short question and answer 
session before he began reading, asking 
students if they liked books as much as 
their siblings.

“To come out and talk to the children is 
really great,” said Mason, a recruiter with the 
177th Fighter Wing. “I have older children, 

so I really don’t get a chance to sit down and 
have these interactions, so it’s nostalgic for 
me, but, more importantly, the children, the 
looks on their faces, the surprise; it’s amaz-
ing to be a part of that type of transaction.”

“You know they’re getting something 
out of it, and at the same time we’re getting 
something out of it,” said Mason. “It was a 
great experience.”

Airman 1st Class Hannah Bartlett, 108th Wing, reads Peggy Rath-
mann’s Off cer Buckle and Gloria to a group of f fth graders during the 
event. (Cover and this photo by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)

Airman 1st Class Hannah Bartlett, an 
administrator from the 108th Wing, read 
Peggy Rathmann’s Off cer Buckle and Glo-
ria to f fth grader. After she f nished, Bartlett 
answered student’s questions on everything 
from military food to what adventures she 
had been on.

“I went to Guam with the Wing,” 
said Bartlett. “That was fun, but it was 

a lot of hard work.”
Tech Sgt. Janeen MacGray, from New 

Jersey Joint Force Headquarters, was over-
whelmed with all of the smiles she faced as 
she read to the second graders.

“It meant a lot to see how much they 
enjoyed listening,” said MacGray. “It’s a 
very rewarding feeling.”

In New Jersey, Soldiers and Airmen of 
the New Jersey National Guard volunteer 
to participate in these events. The Depart-
ment of Defense encourages all members 
of the Armed Services to participate in the 
Read Across America program.

Each Airman received a card from 
their classroom signed by the students 
thanking them for their time and for pro-
moting literacy.

It means so 
MUCH to the 
kids to HAVE 
the National 
Guard HERE

COURTNEY MITCHELL
TEACHER-MILITARY

LIAISON

It meant a lot to see how much they enjoyed listening. It’s a very rewarding feeling.
TECH SGT. JANEEN MACGRAY

NEW JERSEY JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS
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When you f rst join the National Guard it is hard to think 
about retirement, but once you get to the top of the mountain, 
the 10-year mark, retirement starts to come into focus.

For more than a dozen Citizen-Soldiers, retirement was on 
their mind, bringing them to a seminar at the Joint Military and 
Family Assistance Center in Bordentown February 21.

Every Soldier and Airmen needs to keep records of drill pay 
in order to correct any mistakes. That is much easier now with 
MyPay. Gone are the days of boxes of Leave and Earnings State-
ments, the LES’s can be download digitally for safekeeping.

Service member should review their retirement points annu-
ally looking for ‘good years’ of service, which come from earning 
50 or more points in a year. “You need to make sure you have the 
right amount of points,” said Marie Durling, New Jersey Army 
National Guard retirement services off cer.

“Every point is worth money,” added Durling, organizer of 
the seminar. For an E-6 with 20 years, a point is worth .0256 
cents. That’s a quarter for every point you will receive every 
month after age 60.

As you approach the 20-year mark, you will be asked about 
choosing an option for the survivor benef t annuity plan. For the 
traditional Guard member, the Reserve Component Survivor Ben-

Retirement seminar
Story and photo by Kryn P. Westhoven, New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs Public Affairs

ef t Plan elections you make during the 90-day period after being 
notif ed of retirement eligibility are irrevocable.  Changes can be 
made within a year of life changing events like the birth of child, 
death of a spouse or divorce.

Then there is the ticket to retirement, the 20-year letter. “I 
don’t know about you, but I would be framing that 20-year letter 
until I needed it,” joked Durling. That letter proves your eligibility 
and key to begin f ling for retirement pay.

Safekeeping of the 20-year letter is important as some Sol-
diers will have upwards of two decades before reaching age 60. If 
you want to keep the ability to access military bases to use recre-
ational facilities or shop at the commissary, you need to make sure 
you choose Individual Ready Reserve as you hang up the uniform.

One tip shared at the seminar for Army Guard soldiers was 
to be present when the personnel clerk create your NGB 22, 
which is the Guard version of the active duty DD-214. That way 
you can ensure everything is correct and you can sign the form 
once printed.

Contact Marie Durling at 609-530-7043 for an appointment 
to review retirement points or to f nd the date of the next seminar, 
which is open to everyone, whether close to retirement or not.

Marie Durling, New 
Jersey Army National 
Guard retirement ser-
vices officer, discuss-
es the points system 
during the retire-ment 
seminar at the Joint 
Military and Family As-
sistance Center in Bor-
dentown Feb. 21, 2015.
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Snow doesn’t stop operations

Above: Senior Airman Ryan Galante from the 108th Maintenance 
Squadron, 108th Wing, blows an over-night snowfall from a KC-
135R Stratotanker using a forced air deicing system from the 
enclosed operator cabin at the end of the 42-foot boom of the 
GL 1800 deicer truck at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., 

Feb. 17, 2015. (U.S. Air National Guard Photo by Tech. Sgt. Carl 
Clegg/Released) Below: Cold temps and snow hasn’t stopped 
demolition of the former maintenance building at the Brigadier 
General William C. Doyle Memorial Cemetery Feb. 23, 2015. 
(NJDMAVA photo by Kryn P. Westhoven)
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Joe Brandspiegel, left, New Jersey State Veterans Memorial 
Home at Menlo Park CEO and Paula Pinta, right, New Jersey 
State Veterans of Foreign Wars Ladies Auxiliary National Presi-

dent, present a letter from Gov. Chris Christie to VFW Ladies 
Auxiliary National President Ann Panteleakos Feb. 19, 2015. 
(NJDMAVA photo by Marsha Lasko)

NJDMAVA VETERANS
OUTREACH CAMPAIGN
A DMAVA VSO will be present at each event to assist 

any veteran

March 14
VA Town Hall Meeting: 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Claims Clinic: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Lawrenceville National Guard Armory

151 Eggert Crossing Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

March 16
Newark Veterans Job Fair

Rutgers University, Newark – Paul Robeson Campus 
Center, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

350 Martin Luther King Blvd., Newark, NJ 07104

March 19
Veteran Career Fair & Military Expo

Rider College, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
2083 Lawrenceville Road, Lawrence Township, NJ 

08648



Ref ective roofs - more than 
a fashion statement

Did You Know...
By adding a ref ective coating to your roof or 

avoiding dark colored roof ng materials, you can re-
duce the amount heat coming into your home.

This will decrease how much you need to use 
your air conditioning during the summer. Also, this 
ref ective layer will help prevent expansion and con-
traction of your roof, which can help extend the life 
of your roof. (Source: www.progress-energy.com)

If you would like more information about energy 
and water conservation efforts, contact Christopher 
Moore, Energy Manager at christopher.moore@
dmava.nj.gov

National VFW leader visits Menlo
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E-mail your Highlights submissions to: mark.olsen
@dmava.nj.gov by close of business Wednesday

NJDMAVA HIGHLIGHTS is published weekly under provisions of 
AR 360-1 and AFI 35-101 by the Public Affairs Off ce of the 

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 
for all members of the New Jersey Army and Air National 
Guard, their families, the New Jersey veterans community, 
retirees and civilian employees. The views and opinions 

expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National Guard 

Bureau, Veterans Affairs or the State of New Jersey. Letters may be sent to: 
NJDMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs  Off ce, NJDMAVA, PO Box 340, Trenton, 
NJ  08625-0340. E-mail at: pao@dmava.nj.gov
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Upcoming information sessions
Mount Laurel Library
100 Walt Whitman Avenue
Mount Laurel, NJ  08054
Mar. 6, 20: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (hourly)
POC: Josephine Grey
(347) 501-2308

AAFES (storefront)
Coast Guard Base
Cape May Training Center
Cape May, NJ  08204
Feb. 27: 12 – 3 p.m.
POC: Josephine Grey
(347) 501-2308

Military & Family Support Center
Lakehurst NAS, Highway 547
Building 488 Walsh Road
Lakehurst, NJ 08733
Feb. 26: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
POC: Pam Kwiat, (646) 341-2545

Jim Saxton Community Center
3811 South Boiling Street
McGuire AFB, NJ  08641
Mar. 3: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
POC: Pam Kwiat, (646) 341-2545

108th Wing Airmen & Family
Readiness Off ce
3327 Charles Blvd
McGuire AFB, NJ  08641
Mar. 11: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
POC: Pam Kwiat, (646) 341-2545

Toms River Armory
1200 Whitesville Road
Toms River, NJ  08753
Mar. 5: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
POC: Pam Kwiat, (646) 341-2545

Jersey City Armory
678 Montgomery Street
Jersey City, NJ 07306
Feb. 26: 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Mar. 5,12, 19: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
POC: Darrel Hutchinson
(646) 354-0126

Newark Armory
120 Roseville Avenue
Newark, NJ 07107
Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25: 12 – 5 p.m.
POC: Darrel Hutchinson
(646) 354-0126

Camden County Veterans Affairs
3 Collier Dr. Lakeland Complex
Blackwood, NJ 08012 
Mar. 9, 23: 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. (hourly)
POC: Wil Acosta, (646) 300-1312


