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ROBERT SIMONSON ...........•.......•.•..•••••••..••••••••• Orange, Essex 
WILLIAM M. GAMBLE ···························-··········Morristown, Morris 

" 
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" 
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PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• THOMAS s. NEGUS. 
SECRETARY OF THE BoARn .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• JAMES PARKER. 
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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF } 
COMMISSIONERS OF PII,OTA.GE, 

JERSEY CITY, N. J., Dec. 1st, 1879. 

HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Governor of New 
Jersey: 

Sm-I have the honor herewith to transmit the aunual Report of 
the Board for the year ending November 1st, 1879. 

By order of the Board. 
Very respectfully, 

JAMES PARKER, 
Se<Yretary . . 
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REPORT. 

COMMISSIONERS OF PILOTAGE 
OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF } 

JERSEY CITY, N. J., Dec.' 1st, 1879. 

His EXCELLENCY GEORGE B. McCLELLAN, Governor of New 
Jersey: 

SIR-_The Board of Commissioners of Pilotage has the honor to 
present its Annual Report, for the year ending November 1st 1879 
as follows : ' ' 

It affords us pleasure to state that the pilotage system of our State 
is highly efficient, as is evidenced by the fact that no complaint, of 
any consequence, has been made to the Board during the past year, 
nor has there been any trouble between the pilots themselves during 
that period. 

Our relations with the New York Board of Pilot Commissioners, 
and of oar pilots with the pilots under their control, have also been 
harmonious. 

No trouble with the New Jersey fisheries in the Hudson river 
has been brought to our notice, calling for interference by this Board. 

Tables are hereto appended, showing the number of our pilot 
boats and pilots, and the details of their work during the year. 

The increasing use of the New Jersey channels of the waters of 
New York bay, the Lower bay, the Hudson river, Raritan bay and 
river, and the Arthur Kili and Kill von Kull sounds, renders it 
proper that we should make to your Excellency some suggestions rela-
tive to the preservation of those channels. 

During several years past, this Board has received complaints from 
pilot.s tow-boatmen and others, navigating vessels th1·ough our New 
Jerse; channels, th;t those channels were being filled up and _other-
wise obstructed unlawfully. In all such cases we could only inform 
the complainant5 that this Board was without jurisdiction, and pow-
erless in t~e premises. . . 

Iii April, 1879, a formal compla1_nt havrng been m!"de to your 
Excellency that the channels near Ehzabethport were berng filled up 
hy the contractors engaged in dred_ging .out the_ co~l docks at that 
point to an extent seriously interferrng w1t.h nav1gat1on, your Ex~l-
lency' directed this Board to investigate and report to you the facts 1n 
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8 REPORT OF THE PILOT COMMISSIONERS. 

the case. This we did, and we now call your attention to that report, 
datecl April 28th, 1879. 

A kindred subject is the encroachment upon those waterA from out· 
own shore, and the establishment of exterior bulkheacl lines. We 
beg to refer you to some suggestions relative to this subject, contained 
in that Report, and to a letter from General John Newton, U.S. 
Engineers, which accompanies the Report. 

The State of New York lias given to her Board of Pilot Commis-
sioners, acting as a Board of Harbor Commissioners, power to deal 
summarily and promptly with persons doing anything detrimental to 
the harbor of New York; and an appropriation to pay their necessary 
expenses is annually made by thaL 8tate; but we are not aware that 
any similar power is lodged with any Board or other authority of our 
State. 

Unless something is soon done to give a power of prevention and 
punishment in these ca~es, to some authority of this State, the evils 
complained of will have become irremediable. 

By orde1· of the Board. 
THO~IAS S. NEGUS, Preaide~it. 
J A1v1ES PARK ER, Secretary. 
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TABLE A. 

SHOWING NUMBER AND CLASSES OF VESSELS PILOTED BY NEW 
JERSEY PILOTS DURING YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER lsT, 1879 

Piloted inwards. -o Q) Piloted outwards. 
·- b.O -------- - -~--~----~..., 
,.. 0 
0~ MONTHS. .,_ .... rr. 

c. ,,; ;I "; .2- f 
I ·~ rr. I ,.. .., ..c:: .; 

00 a.> • rnO Q.:> i:= • 
8. . !:l • 0 ...:i ~..c:: a,8 • !:l • 0 ...:i 

O"' 0 -"l :½lrr- - O" 0 -"1 
·- ... .... - E-t ,,, ti: I "' .~ ... ·- ..c:: E-t _, • ..= d ;... Q O (l) o _, ..:= s... o 0 

rn rn rn ~> rn rn ~r:n~ 
--1878-. - i-----1- - i--1-----
November......... 28 14 48 15 41 109 40 34 -14, 48 15 4 115 
December......... 29 6 41 15 81 99 42 31 Jl 52 11 1 106 

1879. 51 '1 January............ 39 14 60 12 5' 130
1

1 44 34 30 12 1 82 
February.......... 43 4 401 14 1!/ i7o~ I 28 351 101 55 , i~ f 
March.............. 48 17 71 22 70 53 11 54 
April............... 32 20 81

1 
24 1 14 171 1 74 34 10 61 12 117 

ri:e:::::::::::::::: ti if ~fl ~fl i~1 I i~I ~11 i~ ~I i!i 
July ................ 33 12 68 36 16 165 60 311 13 J 63 13 1 121 

59 43 15 90 25 4 177 August.............. 46 15 57/ 23 6 147 
September... ...... 31 16 98 19 15 179 68 36 12 78 12 3 141 
October......... .. 44 34 76 17 10 181 69 39 34 90 19 5 187 

To}1als, i~~~:::::::1 .. .. 
Increase during the year-Inwards .................... .......... •···· ............ ············ 53 

11 " _ _..... 1 " Outwards ....................... • • .. • •· .. • • • .. · · · · • · ·· · · · · ·· · · · ... 38 

Total number of vessels piloted by Perth Amboy Pilots, 1879...................... 125 
II II ll U " <I U 1878 .............. ., ... ,.. 105 

I d . 1879 .. · ... · .......................................... .. ncrease ur1ng .............. • •· • • .. · · · · · 

Total number of Pilots licensed by this Board, November 1st' 1879 : 

New York and Sandy Hook Pilots ........ ··························· ............... .. 
Apprentices to same ........ • ............. ······························ .. ······ .. ···· .. ···· 
Perth Amboy Pilots ...................................................................... -

20 

48 

4 
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10 REPORT OF THE PILOT COMMISSIONERS. 

No. I. 
" 2. 
II 3. 
II 4. 
" 5. 
" 6. 
" 7. 

NEW JERSEY PILOT BOATS. 

Thomas S. Negus ....................................................... Tonnage, 
Ezra Nye.............. ..................................................... '' 
Thomas D. Harrison.................................... ...... ........ '' 
Mary E. Fish........................................................ . .. " 
William W. Story...................................................... " 
James Gordon .Bennett. . ................. ............................ '' 
Centennial .......................... . ......... ......................... . ., 

Tot.al tonnage ...... .. ................................... ...... . " 
By order of the Board. 

71.85 
44.28 
69.71 
56.07 
52.20 
53.78 
55.25 

403.14 

JAMES PARKER, Secretary. 
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