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TION

The New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety
(DHTS), by N.J.S.A. 27:5F-18 et seq., is responsible
under its Director for developing and implementing on
behalf of the Governor, the New Jersey Highway Safety
Program, a comprehensive plan to reduce fatalities,
injuries and property damage resulting from traffic
crashes. The plan is developed in accordance with the
U.S. Highway Safety Act of 1966 (P.L.89-564) and any
acts amendatory or supplementary thereto. DHTS

is also responsible for procuring and administering
federal highway traffic safety funds, and processing
and administering grants to State agencies, political
subdivisions and nonprofit organizations. As the State’s
highway traffic safety agency, DHTS also promotes
traffic safety and coordinates the traffic safety activities
of State and local agencies as part of a comprehensive

statewide traffic safety program. The Highway Safety

Plan for Federal Fiscal Year 2016 (FFY 2016), developed
in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 402, is part of this effort.

DHTS is located in the Department of Law and Public
Safety. The Division Director is appointed by, and serves
at the pleasure, of the Governor. By the terms of N.J.S.A.
27:5F-32, the Director is specifically appointed as the
Governor’s Representative for highway traffic safety
matters to the National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA), although as a functional matter,

this also entails dealing with the Federal Highway
Administration of the United States Department of
Transportation. The Director is also chairperson of the
Governor’s Highway Traffic Safety Policy Advisory Council
(N.J.S.A. 27:5F-31). The Director’s administration of
the Division is under the auspices of the Governor and

the Attorney General.

2016 New Jersey Highway Safety Annual Report 1



STATE OF NEW JERSEY

HIGHWAY SAFETY PLAN

FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2016
Dctober | ptamber 30, 2014

The Highway Safety Plan Annual Report for FFY 2016
(October 1, 2015 - September 30, 2016) addresses the
use of monies from the annual allotment of Section 402
State and Community Highway Safety funds. The report
also addresses the use of funds from the following grant
programs: Section 405(b,c,d and f), National Priority Safety
Program Grants. Funds from these sections supported
projects in the following areas: alcohol and other drug
countermeasures; occupant protection; pedestrian and
bicycle safety; community traffic safety programs; police
traffic services; roadway safety; traffic records; and motor-
cycle safety. DHTS funded 639 projects in 2016, which
totaled nearly $15 million, and were implemented by State
and local entities and nonprofit organizations. The Division
also oversees and coordinates the State Drunk Driving
Enforcement Fund, N.J.S.A. 39:4-50.8, the Pedestrian
Safety, Enforcement and Education Fund and the Motor

Vehicle Snow and Ice Removal Safety Fund.

2 New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety

The cooperation and participation of governmental
and private sector partners of the DHTS are critical to
the overall success of the highway safety program. The
principal forum for these traffic safety partners is the
Highway Traffic Safety Policy Advisory Council, which
consists of 21 members, appointed by the Governor, who
assist in recommending and developing traffic safety
policy and programs. In addition, the NHTSA and the
Federal Highway Administration provide leadership and
technical assistance to DHTS. Other partners include the
Division of State Police; Division of Alcoholic Beverage
Control; Department of Transportation; Department of
Education; Department of Health; Office of Emergency
Medical Services; Administrative Office of the Courts;
Department of Community Affairs; local law enforcement
agencies, including the Association of Chiefs of Police
and the Traffic Officers Association; schools; advocacy
groups, including the New Jersey State Safety Council,
AAA and MADD; the Transportation Management
Associations; New Jersey Inter-Scholastic Athletic
Association; Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance
Fund; Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey; and
the New Jersey Licensed Beverage Association, as well
as other private sector businesses and organizations.
All of these partner organizations play a key role in the

implementation of New Jersey’s traffic safety programs.

The cooperation and participation of
governmental and private sector partners
of the DHTS are critical to the overall

success of the highway safety program.




Traffic fatalities in 2015 increased slightly to 562 from
556 in 2014. Fatalities have continued to climb in 2016,
both nationally and statewide. Preliminary data for 2016

reveals a statewide increase of approximately 10 percent
from the previous year. This increase has been attributed
to more people driving, as the number of vehicle miles
traveled has steadily increased each year since 2009. In
2015, the number of vehicle miles traveled increased by
nearly 1 percent from the previous year and in 2016
another 2-3 percent increase in miles traveled is expected.
An increase in job growth and lower fuel prices have
also factored into the recent climb in fatalities. The total
number of persons injured in motor vehicle-related
crashes, however, continued to decline from 85,822 in
2014 to 81,743 in 2015. A slight decrease in injuries is
again anticipated in 2016.

Driver distractions continue to be a leading cause of
motor vehicle crashes and near-crashes. Secondary
activities have become more of an everyday occurrence
behind the wheel for many motorists. The use of car
Wi-Fi and a host of new apps have led to internet use
in vehicles that is also contributing to the increase in

highway deaths.

The State’s seat belt usage rate of 93.35 percent in 2016 was
2 percent higher than the 91.36 percent usage rate ob-
served in 2015. Overall, back-seat passenger safety belt
usage rates were observed at 79 percent while usage rates
for adults, 18 years of age and older, increased by 15
percent from 39 percent in 2015 to 45 percent in 2016.

Alcohol continues to play a significant role in motor
vehicle crashes, accounting for 111 alcohol impaired
fatalities in 2015. However, this is a significant reduction
from the 161 alcohol impaired driving fatalities reported
in 2014. Pedestrian fatalities increased in 2015 to 173

from 168 in 2014. Preliminary data indicates the number

of pedestrian related fatalities in 2016 will be similar in
number; however, pedestrian fatalities still represent ap-

proximately 27 percent of all traffic fatalities in the State.

Teen drivers (16-20 years of age) involved in fatal crashes
(58) were the same in calendar years 2014 and 2015. A
slight increase in teen driver fatalities is anticipated in
2016. Motorcycle fatalities decreased from 62 in 2014
to 50 in 2015. More drivers on the road have resulted
in an increase in both motorcycle and bicycle related
fatalities. As a result, an increase of approximately 30
percent in motorcycle fatalities is expected in 2016 and
a slight increase in bicycle related fatalities from 18 in

2015 is also expected.

Annually, over 20,000 crashes are caused by unsafe speed
on the State’s roadways. Speed coupled with unsafe,
aggressive driving behaviors such as tailgating, running
red lights and stop signs, and weaving in and out of

traffic are dangerous and contribute to crashes.

Over the past decade there has been a general downward
trend in traffic fatalities, with increases experienced in
2011 and during the past three years. In 2006, there were
771 people killed in traffic crashes. Safety programs such
as those that have resulted in increased belt use and re-
duced impaired driving have worked to lower the number
of traffic fatalities over the years. Additional efforts and
programs are needed, however, to develop and implement
effective strategies to reduce pedestrian, motorcycle and
bicycle related injuries and fatalities. With the help of our
partners, the DHTS will continue to strive to meet the
goals outlined in the Highway Safety Plan. In those areas
where the goals were not met; additional efforts will be
pursued in enforcement, education and public relations

to improve the problem areas.

2016 New Jersey Highway Safety Annual Report 3
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FEDERALLY FUNDED PROGRAMS

A. Section 402 Program

The State and Community Highway Safety Grant
program is administered at the federal level primarily
by the NHTSA and partially by the Federal Highway
Administration. The funds are intended to be used as
seed money for innovative programs and as leverage
to garner other State, local and private resources. The
402 program provides funds to improve the enforcement
of existing laws, change public attitudes through
education, and build State and local leadership in
highway safety. DHTS awarded 58 grants, totaling
$6,343,260.

B. Section 405(b) Occupant Protection Program

The Section 405(b) Occupant Protection Program
provided funds to implement effective occupant
protection programs to reduce deaths and injuries
resulting from individuals riding unrestrained or
not properly restrained in motor vehicles. DHTS
awarded 210 grants, totaling $1,980,202.

C. Section 405(c) State Traffic Safety
Information System Improvements

The Section 405(c) Traffic Records Program establishes
a State traffic safety information system improvement
grant program. The program encourages the coordi-
nation of safety data systems across agencies and the
development and maintenance of a comprehensive
traffic safety information system. Projects that improve
the timeliness, completeness, uniformity, accessibility,
and quality of crash data qualify for funding. DHTS
awarded six grants totaling $1,737,305.

4 New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety

D. Section 405(d) Impaired Driving

Countermeasures

The Section 405(d) Impaired Driving Countermeasures
Program provides funds to implement programs to
reduce traffic safety problems resulting from individuals
driving motor vehicles while under the influence of
alcohol, drugs, or the combination of alcohol and drugs.
DHTS awarded 364 grants totaling $4,848,012.

E. Section 405(f) Motorcycle Safety

The Section 405(f) Motorcycle Safety Program provides
funds to implement programs that will reduce the
number of single and multi-vehicle crashes involving
motorcyclists. DHTS awarded one grant, totaling

$68,000 under this program.

/

Share the road with motorcycles.



STATE FUNDED PROGRAMS

A. Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund

The Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund (DDEF)
established a $100 surcharge on each drunk driving
conviction. Monies in this fund are distributed to
municipal, county, State, and interstate police agencies
to increase enforcement of drunk driving laws. Every
law enforcement agency whose officers make arrests
leading to DWI convictions and imposition of the
surcharge are entitled to grants representing its propor-
tionate contribution to the fund. Law enforcement
agencies, through application to DHTS and approval
of the Director, may use DDEF monies for DWI
enforcement patrols and any other appropriate DWI
countermeasures. DDEF funds totaling $1,991,341
were distributed to law enforcement agencies during
State Fiscal Year 2016 (July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016)

to help reduce alcohol-related crashes and fatalities.

. Pedestrian Safety, Enforcement and
Education Fund

The Pedestrian Safety, Enforcement and Education
Fund is a repository for monies provided pursuant to
subsection c. of N.J.S.A. 39:4-36. Under the statute,
a motorist must stop for a pedestrian crossing the
roadway at an intersection. Failure to stop may result
in a fine not to exceed $200.00. A total of $100.00
of such fine is dedicated to the Fund that is used to
make grants available to municipalities and counties
with pedestrian safety problems. During 2016, 37
pedestrian safety enforcement and education grants
were funded in the amount of $501,742.

C. Motorcycle Safety Education Program

The Motor Vehicle Commission administers the
motorcycle safety education program. The program
provides for a course of instruction and training
designed to develop and instill the knowledge, skills,
attitudes, and habits necessary for the safe operation
of a motorcycle. Beginner and advanced rider training
programs are conducted throughout the State. Training
was provided to 8,713 riders during 2016 at private

locations by State approved motorcycle safety providers.

. Motor Vehicle Snow and Ice Removal

Safety Fund

The Motor Vehicle Snow and Ice Removal Safety Fund
is a separate, non lapsing, dedicated account. All fines
imposed and collected as a result of enforcement of
N.J.S.A. 39:4-77.1 shall be deposited into the Fund.
Monies in the account can be used to offset the costs
associated with the establishment of a public awareness
campaign and to develop a grant program that private
companies can use to purchase, install, and maintain

equipment and technology to remove snow and ice

from commercial motor vehicles.

2016 New Jersey Highway Safety Annual Report 5



DESCRIPTIO!

([ OF FUNDED PROJECT!

ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG COUNTERMEASURES - PROJECT SUMMARIES

Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Campaigns

Despite decades of work to raise awareness about the

dangers of drinking and driving, impaired driving continues
to take a devastating toll on roadways in the State. Alcohol
impaired fatalities account for approximately 28 percent

of all motor vehicle-related deaths in New Jersey.

VE S 1 OVER STATEWIDE CRACKDOWN = AUGUST 19— SEPTEMBER 5, 2016

1,649 DWI Arrests [aleohol or drugs]

Police Agency Parficipation by County
REGION | [SOUTH)

Atlantic 17ef 19
Burlingion 25 0f 33 7,373 Speeding Citotions
Cemden 270l 35 4,230 Seat Bak Citations
Cope May Fol 12
Cumberland Tof4 iy .
Glouceste: 20 0f 23 olice es Reporling
' {12) or More DWI Arrests
Salem dofB
Total 103 of 134 (77%) NJ Stote Police * Troap B 198
e — -
Hunterdon Sof 14
Mercer aof11 M State Police * Troep D 165
Middlesex 16 of 26 o — e
Menmouth 26 of 48
Oceon 15 of 32 Howell 20
Samerset 14 of 20 . =
Union 90022
Totel 89 of 172 (51%) Toms River 14
wei ©
Borgen 666l 70
Essan 19 0f 25 Vineland 14
Hudson 136013 p— 13
Marris. 34 0f 38
Possoic 15017 Stratford 13
Sussex 120f12 — 12
Warren 100f 10
Total 169 of 185 (91%) Maw Brunswick 12

For more information about the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 2016 Statewide Crockdown,
including o detailed breakdown of citations by participating police agencies,
plense continue fo the next page. For other questions or comments, contact

Robert Gaydosh at (609) 633-9022 or robert gaydosh(@|ps.siute.nj.us

From August 19 - September 5, 2016, the DHTS again
participated in the national Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over impaired driving campaign. The goal of the campaign
was to mobilize all police agencies in the State to raise
public awareness about the dangers of impaired driving
through a combination of high visibility enforcement
backed by targeted media activities. The DHTS provided

overtime enforcement grants of $5,000 to 167 police

6 New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety

agencies. The remaining police agencies supported
the campaign through the use of their own resources.
To help spread the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over
message, a statewide press release was issued just prior
to the start of the campaign. Police departments also
engaged their communities through the dissemination
of press releases, public service announcements and

displays on variable message boards.

The 2016 Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign
resulted in 1,649 DWI arrests. In addition, participating
police agencies issued 7,373 and 4,230 speeding and seat
belt summonses, respectively. The campaign focused
on arresting impaired drivers, but as with all statewide
traffic initiatives, motorists were reminded of the life-
saving benefits of proper restraint usage and obeying
posted speed limits. Approximately 18,200 enforcement
man-hours were worked during the campaign and 73
percent (365) of the State’s police agencies participated
in 2016 compared to 361 in 2015.

The State’s law enforcement community and other traffic
safety agencies also teamed up from December 11, 2015 -
January 1, 2016 to carry out the Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over 2015 Year End Holiday Crackdown. The goal of this
campaign was to again mobilize the State’s police depart-
ments during the critical end-of-year holiday period.
During this campaign, 148 agencies received overtime
grant funds and overall 75 percent (373) of police agencies
in the State participated. The campaign resulted in 1,724
DWTI arrests, 4,558 speeding summonses and 3,083 seat

belt summonses.



DWI Training/Drug Recognition Expert Program

The Drug Evaluation and Classification Program (DRE)
is an initiative to proactively enforce the State’s laws
pertaining to drivers under the influence of intoxicating
liquor, narcotics, hallucinogenic or habit producing drugs.
The objective of the program is to provide law enforcement
officers in the field with certified DREs capable of gather-
ing evidence that is necessary to substantiate or strengthen
charges of drug influence in DWT cases. Atlantic, Bergen,
Monmouth, Morris, Ocean and Somerset counties received
funds to establish policies and call-out procedures for the
utilization of Drug Recognition Experts to evaluate and
assess subjects who are arrested for driving while under
the influence of intoxicating drugs or driving while under
the influence of drugs and alcohol. In addition, the Divi-
sion of State Police has dedicated funds to provide DREs
to municipal agencies when requested. The “call out”
procedure has helped to increase the number of DRE
evaluations in these counties. The program is also helping
to make DREs available to all agencies in the respective
counties which otherwise would not be available and

has increased the number of guilty pleas or findings.

Standardized training courses in the detection, apprehen-
sion, processing, and prosecution of DWT offenders
were provided to law enforcement officers. A total of
1,051 police officers were trained in all aspects of DWI
from apprehension to prosecution. The four-day Alcotest
training course was held for 345 officers and 4,047 officers
completed the one-day Alcotest refresher class. The Drug
Recognition Expert training program was conducted
with 51 police officers trained and certified as Drug
Recognition Experts and 152 officers completed the
re-certification course. Advanced Roadside Impaired
Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) courses were also held

for 128 police officers. The ARIDE program addresses

DRUG RECOGNITION EXPERTS (DRE)

ARE CRACKING DOWN!

New Jersey has certified over a thousand police officers who are
specially trained fo identify driving impairment from substances
other than alcohol. Even with no traces of alcohol, a driver can
be arrested and convicted of DWI based on the observations and
results of tests performed by the DRE. They are out patrolling

our roadways and more are being trained every year!

A National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

2013-2014 Roadside Survey found that more than

22 percent of drivers tested positive for illegal,
prescription, or over-the-counter drugs.

Impairment from drugged driving can slow reaction

time, hinder judgment of time and distance,
cause aggressive or reckless driving and even
cause dizziness and drowsiness.

Although younger drivers are more likely to take

illegal drugs and drive, motorists of all ages take
prescription drugs that can cause impairment,
which when combined with even a small amount
of alcohol can be extremely dangerous.

\'¥

CLICK ON THE ICON n y @ %
FROM OUR HOME PAGE

DivisioN OF HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY

B 140 East Front Street - 7th Floor

P.O. Box 048 - Trenton, NJ - 08625-0048

Tel: 609.633.9300 - Fax:
800:422.3750 « www.nj
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ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG COUNTERMEASURES - PROJECT SUMMARIES /continued)

the gap in training between the Standard Field Sobriety
Testing and DRE programs by providing officers with
general knowledge related to drug impairment and driving.
The two-day Drug Impairment Training for Education
Professionals was attended by 110 Prosecutors. This
training does not qualify participants as drug recognition
experts, but is intended to make individuals competent
in evaluating and documenting suspected abuse and

impairment of drugs.

DWI Recognition Event

The DHTS and Mothers Against Drunk Driving recognized
approximately 600 law enforcement officers for their efforts
to prevent DWI crashes at a ceremony held on June 16,
2016 at Rutgers University. Police officers with the most
DWI arrests from each of the 21 counties and State Police
troops were honored as “Top Guns” for their efforts in

removing drunk drivers from the State’s roadways.

-

P -0 =
-~ . Y P
Sevgeant FHlichael Voll
o THE DELowARE River Port AUTHORITY POLICE HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED
v TrE New Jersey Divisions pr Higneae Trareic Samy As 4 mesmoer
OF THE CONTINUING EFFORT 70 BLIMI DRUNE AND [MPAIRED DRIVING Gy
mavinG mpconoen THE Most B assises e New Jerser purise 2015,

Fune 16, 2016+ Butgers Lmversity

M Junsty OFICE 6 T8 ATTORNTY GINIAM
B o Mwin TRAFIC SAFTY
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Underage Enforcement

Law enforcement efforts included the Cops In Shops pro-
gram coordinated by the Division of Alcoholic Beverage

Control. This program helps curtail underage drinking

8 New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety

by bringing undercover law enforcement officers and
retail establishments together in a partnership designed
to deter the sale of alcohol to underage individuals and
to stop adults from attempting to purchase alcohol for
individuals under the legal age. The participating retail
license establishments also displayed posters warning
underage individuals that police officers may be present
in an undercover capacity. Once again, the program has
proven successful in its efforts to deter underage drinking.
The program continued to demonstrate the towns’ growing
awareness of the underage drinking problems and methods
to address it. Police officers and retail licensees have a
one-on-one opportunity to exchange information. This
includes a review of the licensee’s procedures on handling
underage patrons and ensuring that the focus remains
on preventing illegal alcoholic beverage activity among

those under the legal age.

The College/Fall Initiative Cops In Shops grant was made
available to police departments with a college or university
within its borders or in a neighboring community and was
aimed at keeping anyone under the age of 21 from drinking
alcohol. The program was conducted from November

1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 and had 21 participating
agencies. The program was operational in Atlantic, Bergen,
Camden, Essex, Gloucester, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth,
Morris, Ocean, Passaic and Union counties. A total of
134 separate charges were lodged against those arrested.
Police departments (32) in Atlantic, Cape May, Monmouth
and Ocean counties also participated in the Cops In Shops
Summer program. Over 350 people were arrested for
buying or attempting to buy alcohol at liquor stores
during the two initiatives. Of the offenses charged in both
campaigns, a majority were for violations of statutes
related to the illegal possession or attempt to possess

alcohol by a person that is underage or by an adult



purchasing for an underage. A large number of the
ordinance violations also related to underage possession

of alcohol.

Overtime salaries were provided to investigators from the
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control for undercover
operations at bars, restaurants and nightclubs in an effort
to curtail the consumption of alcoholic beverages by
persons under the legal age. During the grant year, 509
licensed establishments were identified for investigation
of underage or intoxicated patron drinking activity, 50
administrative violations were identified and submitted to
the Division’s Enforcement Bureau for prosecution of the
violations and 115 persons were arrested for violations
of the NJ Alcoholic Beverage Control Act.

Funds were also provided to the Division of State Police
and the Cape May County Prosecutor’s Office to implement
undercover operations at locations licensed to serve
alcoholic beverages. The funds were used to identify
individuals under the legal age attempting to purchase
alcohol or providing alcohol to underage patrons and
those utilizing fraudulent identification to purchase alco-
hol. Enforcement details conducted by the Division of
State Police resulted in 36 underage drinking arrests and
another 9 underage drinking violations were cited by the

Cape May County Prosecutor’s Office.

HERO Campaign

The mission of the HERO campaign is to curtail alcohol
related tragedies by using safe and sober designated
drivers throughout the State. Over 200 bars, taverns and
restaurants were recruited to promote the campaign by
providing printed materials. A digital HERO membership
card was also developed for use on smartphones. After

registering as a designated driver via the HERO campaign’s

Be a Designated Driver®

mobile site, the card is displayed and redeemed for a free
soft drink at licensed establishments. The campaign
used e-blasts to remind over 25,000 subscribers to use a
designated driver during the Memorial Day, Fourth of
July and Labor Day holidays and the campaign was sup-
ported by the New Jersey Licensed Beverage Association
through the distribution of materials via their newsletter

to 600 member establishments.

College Programs

Peer educator programs were conducted at New Jersey
City University and the College of New Jersey. Programs
continued to be developed whereby peer educators
attended sessions both on and off the college campus
to educate young people about the dangers of alcohol
and drug use and abuse with a relationship to traffic
safety. In addition, programs continue to be created to
raise awareness among the various college fraternities
and sororities. The program also stressed the creation
of an awareness of choice, personal responsibility and
the understanding of consequences in deciding to use
alcohol and/or other drugs. The Peers Educating Peers
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DESCRIPTION OF FUNDED PROJECTS

ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG COUNTERMEASURES - PROJECT SUMMARIES /continued]

program at New Jersey City University coordinated
three separate alcohol prevention education components
targeting the reduction of alcohol, substance abuse and
irresponsible behavior among students on campus. The
HERO campaign continued to grow in recognition at
the College of New Jersey as additional students took
pledges for the designated driver program.

The Rutgers University alcohol initiative conducted a
series of supplemental enforcement programs which
included saturation patrols and DWI checkpoints both
on the campus and in New Brunswick. Local liquor
establishments also worked with University police in
reporting false identification of underage individuals
and educational materials on drinking and driving were
provided throughout the campus and within the com-

munity in both English and Spanish.

William Paterson University continued to provide
creative and innovative ways to educate students about
the negative consequences of drinking and driving.
Students from Theta Phi Alpha, the Philanthropic
Chairs and the Athletic Department worked closely
with the main HERO office to implement the program.
Grant advisors provided guidance to students in

order to strengthen the educational awareness of the
HERO campaign on campus and the use of innovative
technology, such as social media, was used to promote
and guide educational awareness programs throughout

the campus.

The Center for Prevention and Counseling at Sussex
Community College provided educational presentations
and programs to freshman students to increase their ability
to make healthier decisions, especially when it comes to

driving. In order to reduce students’ risk to drug and
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alcohol-related problems, the Rethinking Drinking Reality
Check Program was utilized and allowed students to look
at their behavior in regards to alcohol use. Additionally,
E-CHUG - an evidence-based online alcohol and mari-
juana program was incorporated to motivate individuals
to assess their alcohol consumption using personal
information of their own drinking habits and behavior.
The online software was also equipped with a tutorial to

address marijuana use.

In general, there has been a decline in the number of
alcohol-related injuries and fatalities. Increased enforce-
ment is one of the factors for the decrease in impaired
driving fatalities. High visibility enforcement programs
such as sobriety checkpoints and saturation patrols have
been effective in increasing deterrence. DHTS has
increased the number of police agencies receiving funds
for DWI enforcement in FFY 2016. In addition, increased

public awareness has contributed to the decline.

METLIFE STADIUM




OCCUPANT PROTECTION - PROJECT SUMMARIES

Click It or Ticket

GLICKIT

The annual Click It Or Ticket
statewide seat belt enforcement
mobilization was conducted
from May 23 - June 5, 2016.
The centerpiece of the campaign
was targeted seat belt enforce-
ment by 387 police agencies in
the State, 193 of which received
$5,000 for overtime enforcement.
Awareness of the campaign and
the importance of wearing a
seat belt were further enhanced
through the distribution of edu-
cational materials, earned media
efforts, paid media conducted
by NHTSA, Click It or Ticket

banners and displays on dynamic

WWW.NJSAFEROADS.COM

message signs on major State highways. Visibility for the
campaign was further heightened when New Jersey law
enforcement agencies joined forces with police departments
from States along the East Coast and Midwest for the
Border-to-Border Click It or Ticket campaign enforcement
kickoft that was held on May 23, 2016.

The 387 agencies issued 26,551 seat belt citations during
the two-week campaign, up slightly from 26,308 during
the 2015 mobilization. Fifteen police agencies issued more
than 225 seat belt summonses each during the campaign.
In addition to seat belt citations, police officers also wrote
633 child restraint and 5,517 speeding citations, and
made 876 DWI arrests.

Buckle Up in the Park

The DHTS worked in cooperation with the Division of
State Police, Gateway National Park Rangers, Monmouth
County Sherift’s Office, Middletown Township Police
Department, Sea Bright Police Department and the
Highlands Police Department to promote a seat belt
educational and enforcement initiative called: Buckle Up
in the Park. The educational and enforcement campaign
during the month of July encouraged visiting motorists
to Gateway Recreational Area (Sandy Hook) and their
passengers to properly buckle-up their seat belts and

teach the importance of properly securing children in

National park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Sandy Hook

Gateway National
Recreation Area

approved child safety seats. In order to raise awareness
throughout the region the law enforcement agencies in
New Jersey partnered with law enforcement officials in
New York who conducted similar seat belt initiatives in
the Long Island Region, Upper Delaware Region and the

Town of Saratoga, New York.
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OCCUPANT PROTECTION - PROJECT SUMMARIES /continued)

Seat Belt Survey

The statewide seat belt survey for 2016, conducted by
the New Jersey Institute of Technology, found that the
State’s front-seat belt usage rate increased by 1.99 percent
from 91.36 percent in 2015 to 93.35 percent in 2016.
Monmouth County had the highest front seat occupant
usage rate of 96.31 percent while the lowest front seat
occupant usage rate occurred in Atlantic County with a
rate of 87.14 percent. Driver usage rates increased by
1.76 percent from 91.46 percent in 2015 and front seat
passenger rates increased by 3.02 percent from 90.93
percent. The highest usage rates occurred on secondary
roads and the lowest rates were found on local neighbor-

hood roads.

Rear-seat passenger usage rates decreased from 81 percent
in 2015 to 79 percent in 2016. Children between the ages
of 0-8 years old had the highest usage rate of 90 percent,
compared to a usage rate of 95 percent in 2015. Passengers
between the age of 8-18 had the next highest usage rate of
60 percent, compared to a usage rate of 64 percent in 2015.
The 18 and older age group had the lowest usage rates,

however, usage rates for this age group increased to 45

percent in 2016 compared to 39 percent the previous year.

Child Passenger Safety

The Child Passenger Safety (CPS) program, funded through
the DHTS, continued its efforts at reducing traffic injury
and fatality rates through coordinated enforcement and
education programs regarding the proper use of child
restraints in motor vehicles. Grants were provided to
eleven agencies for CPS programs that included technician
training, re-training and program development. These
grantees directly worked one-on-one with over 25,000
parents and children and reached another several thou-

sand children with the booster seat education program.
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The DHTS assisted the CPS initiative by providing safety
messages and information to the motoring public. The
100%, Everyone, Every Ride message is publicized at
child passenger safety programs around the State. The
DHTS promoted National Child Passenger Safety Week
in September by calling attention to the importance of
safely transporting children and promoting NHTSA’s

4 Steps for Kids campaign. Various publications on
child passenger safety can also be found on the DHTS

website, www.njsaferoads.com.

Child Passenger Safety Coordinators are found in each
county and helped the public locate technicians, assisted
technicians with re-certification needs and provided
information on child passenger safety programs in their
respective counties. The public was able to contact county
coordinators directly and arrange for child safety seat
program presentations or receive information and guid-
ance on proper installation techniques. Child passenger
safety inspection and education programs were conducted
in all 21 counties. This included the three regional State

Police stations.

The DHTS is the State training contact for CPS training
and also supports the national child passenger safety
certification program which provides a national certifi-
cation to those who are successfully trained. Seven child
passenger safety technician training courses were held in
2016 that trained 119 new technicians and three technician
renewal classes were also held. There are now 950
individuals trained as certified technicians in the State
working in public safety, health and injury prevention
programs. Thirty-seven of the technicians are certified

as CPS instructors.

The 12th Regional Child Passenger Safety Conference
was held from May 10-12, 2016 in Lake Placid, New
York. The conference offered educational workshops
providing the opportunity for child passenger safety
technicians and instructors to develop their skills and
knowledge. Nearly 700 child safety advocates from
throughout the northeast as well as Puerto Rico and the

Virgin Islands attended the conference.

In an effort to increase restraint usage, the majority of
occupant protection funds are used for high-visibility
enforcement initiatives. The number of police agencies
participating in the annual Click It or Ticket campaign
continues to increase. The DHTS also continues to
encourage 100 percent seat belt usage by publicizing the
message 100 Percent, Buckle Up, Everyone, Every Ride.
These efforts have helped to increase seat belt usage

rates in 2016 by 1.76 percent.

2016 New Jersey Highway Safety Annual Report 13



‘:\‘ B “ “h_‘\‘ \ ' "\' N AY 2 ) i " N \ 5
CRIPTION OF FUNDED PROIEC

\ Uk At

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE SAFETY - PROJECT SUMMARIES

Pedestrian Enforcement and Education

Thirty-seven agencies received pedestrian safety grants
from the State Pedestrian Safety, Enforcement and Educa-
tion Fund. The funds were used to pay for overtime
enforcement that targeted high pedestrian crash locations
and provided pedestrian safety education materials for
delivery to high risk segments of the pedestrian population.

Police agencies implemented the Street Smart Campaign
which aims to raise awareness for both pedestrians and
motorists, while enforcing laws and changing behaviors.

The campaign is a collaborative effort between public,

private and non-profit organizations. The North Jersey

Transportation Planning Authority along with the Federal
Highway Administration, New Jersey Department of
Transportation and the DHTS worked together to fund
the pedestrian program. The campaign uses five slogans
to remind individuals of the major rules for pedestrian
safety: obey the speed limit; stop for pedestrians; check
your vital signs; use crosswalks; and heads up, phones
down. The campaign uses outdoor advertising, radio
public service announcements, internet advertising and
outreach materials including street signs, posters and tip
cards to remind individuals of tips to avoid pedestrian/

vehicle conflicts. The message also includes a reminder
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that police are enforcing pedestrian laws for the safety of

all roadway users.

SafeRoutes

Safe Routes To School Program (SRTS)

The SRTS program, administered by the New Jersey
Department of Transportation, is a statewide initiative to
enable and encourage students to safely walk and bicycle
to school. The Department continues to assist public
officials, transportation and health professionals and the
general public in creating a safer and more accessible
walking and bicycling environment. Funding for the pro-

gram is provided by the Federal Highway Administration.

Crossing Guard Program

The New Jersey crossing guard training and resource
program is funded jointly by the New Jersey Department
of Transportation and DHTS. By combining grant
sources a full training and resource program has proven
to be successful. All products are available on the New
Jersey Safe Routes to School Resource Center Crossing

Guard website: http://www.njcrossingguards.org.

In 2016, representatives of the Voorhees Transportation

Center conducted train the trainer classes at county police
academies in Bergen, Gloucester, Monmouth and Ocean
counties. A total of 114 crossing guard supervisors

attended the trainings.



Bicycle Safety

Enforcement details were conducted by the Montclair
Police Department to address violations by motorists
who did not yield for bicyclists. Educational safety talks
were also held for school-aged children along with Pop-up
Bike Lane events on Walk to School Days. These events,
coordinated through Bike and Walk Montclair and the
Police Department, were conducted at various schools
with great success. The events promoted bicycle safety
and allowed all users of the roadway to learn how to “share
the road” while establishing community partnerships

among the different agencies and organizations in town.

Obey all traffic signs
and signals.

Ride with traffic.

Make sure your bike has a
horn as well as front and
rear lights.

Wear bright, visible and
reflectorized clothing.

Wear a helmet, it could
save your life.

Bicycle safety clinics conducted by officers of the East
Windsor Police Department provided information to

children and families on bicycle safety and the importance

of proper safety equipment and helmet usage. Printed
materials, press releases, and message boards were also used
in a media campaign to increase awareness. Particular
emphasis was placed on the importance of complying
with laws requiring the use of bicycle lights and educating

night-time cyclists.

The bicycle safety awareness program, coordinated and
facilitated by the School and Traffic Safety Unit of the
Division of State Police, allowed troopers to reach out to
various communities throughout the State and provide
awareness programs to bicyclists on safety and best
practices. The Transportation Management Associations
also held bicycle safety programs for recreational riders
as well as bicycle commuters. The programs emphasized
techniques for safely sharing the road and a discussion

on motor vehicle laws pertaining to bicyclists.

The State follows the national pattern in which most ped-
estrian fatalities occur in urban or dense suburban areas.
The majority occur away from intersections. DHTS and
its partner agencies are engaged in a variety of programs to
improve pedestrian conditions, including facility improve-
ments, education and enforcement efforts and planning.
High priority has been placed on education for drivers,
who seldom fully understand their responsibilities to
pedestrians. Speeding vehicles and aggressive driving
further compound the risks experienced by pedestrians.
In an effort to improve pedestrian safety and meet tar-
geted goals, educational initiatives will need to include
both locally targeted promotions conducted as part
of a coordinated 3E approach and broader campaigns
targeting specific demographic groups and areas of the
State that are most at risk. In addition, maintaining a
strong enforcement focus on motor vehicle violators in

pedestrian areas will continue to be encouraged.
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COMMUNITY TRAFFIC SAFETY PROGRAMS / TEEN DRIVER SAFETY - PROJECT SUMMARIES

Community Traffic Safety Programs

Funds were provided to support counties in their efforts
to develop and implement programs and educate the public
of the dangers associated with traffic in their communities.
Programs were administered through an established unit
in the community and provided for public and private
input and participation in an action plan to solve one or
more of the county’s traffic safety problems. Programs were
developed in the following emphasis areas: pedestrian,
bicycle and child passenger safety; aggressive, impaired,
distracted, and teen driving; and seat belt use. The follow-
ing counties received funds in 2016: Atlantic; Bergen;
Burlington; Camden; Essex; Gloucester; Hudson;

Middlesex; Morris; Somerset and Union.

Public Information

DHTS continued to work with an online marketing firm
with expertise in social media optimization to produce
and promote content that furthers the division’s mission
to ensure safety on the roads. The campaign aimed to
increase awareness of the State’s several traffic safety
initiatives. Twitter, Facebook, and Pinterest pages have
been created that engage and inform the public about the
division’s campaigns and programs. The division’s social
media pages are as follows twitter.com/NJ TrafficSafety,
facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-DHTS/196911917122852,
and pinterest.com/N]JTrafficSafety/. The results were:

over 4,000 Twitter followers, nearly 11,200 “pages likes”
on Facebook and over 1,800 followers on the Pinterest
page. In 2017, Instagram will be added to take advantage of

this growing platform by reaching out to a new audience.
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Community Programs

DHTS partnered with various non-profit organizations
that provided outreach and networking with community
groups, corporate employers and students. Examples of

activities conducted are provided below:

AAA Clubs of New Jersey presented traffic safety programs
to over 50,000 youths and adults in 2016. Car seat and
booster seat safety as well as bicycle and pedestrian pro-
grams were presented to elementary and middle school
students. Programs were presented to teens designed to
help them during the early driving years and CarFit
education programs offered senior adults the opportunity
to check how well their personal vehicles “fit” them for

the safest driving position and settings.

The statewide Transportation Management Associations
continued to be valuable partners to the DHTS. They
deliver critical traffic safety programming at the grass
roots level and assist in delivering DHTS materials and
messages to the general public. TransOptions used grant
funds to deliver pedestrian safety and distracted walking
programs to senior groups, students and private industry
employees to reinforce safe walking tips. The agency also
delivered pedestrian, bicycle, teen driving and adult

safety programs.

Community Child Education Programs

Never Leave Your Child Alone is Safe Kids New Jersey
premier program addressing heatstroke prevention. In
2016, Safe Kids New Jersey and its statewide network of
coalitions conducted an array of Children In and Around
Cars safety education programs for over 9,000 people.
In addition, nearly 4,000 car seats were inspected and
over 5,000 parents participated in car seat inspection

and community events.



Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day

On October 10, 2015, the DHTS again participated in the
national campaign; Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day, which
is designed to call attention to motor vehicle fatalities that
occur on our nation’s roadways. The day of awareness
encourages motorists to obey all traffic laws, including:
buckling up every ride; driving the posted speed limit;
avoiding distractions while driving; and always being
safe and sober behind the wheel. The statewide effort
included press releases to local media outlets showing
community-wide support for the initiative, placing the
safety message on variable message boards and issuing
proclamations declaring the municipality’s commitment

to keeping roadways safe for all users.

Teen Initiatives

Champion Schools Program

The Brain Injury Alliance teen initiative, Champion
Schools Program, provided an opportunity for students
and staff to develop and execute campaigns to address
teen driving safety. The peer-to-peer program provided
teens the opportunity to develop and implement
high school and community based teen safe driving
education campaigns that were judged by a panel of
teen driving experts. Schools from around the State
developed teen driving safety programs in an inter-

active and competitive contest.

Driver Education Conference

Nearly 100 educators attended the Driver Education
Conference on August 17, 2016. The Conference was
sponsored by the New Jersey Association for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance and was
hosted by New Jersey Manufacturer’s Insurance Com-
pany. Driver education instructors attending the event
received the American Driver and Traffic Safety

Education Association’s drive education curriculum.
Teen Driver Safety Week

Educational programs were provided during Teen
Driver Safety Week from October 18-24, 2015. National
Teen Driver Safety Week was dedicated to raising
awareness about safety and educating teens and parents
on safe driving behavior.

Law Enforcement Training

Law enforcement officers were provided training on
the provisions of the Graduated Driver License (GDL)
law and the role police officers play in enforcing the
GDL law. Materials were distributed to help police

understand, promote and enforce the law.

NEW JERSEY TITLE 39

Graduated Driver License Violations

39:3-13.8  Fine for violations
examination permit and prob:

Enforcing the GDL Law

GDL Decal Ideology

‘The GDL Decal was developed as an enforcement tool
o identify teen drivers who are subject o the passenger
and curfew restrictions for law enforcement to increase:
compliance of these two lfesaving restrictions.

$100 plus court costs and fees < No points assessed

39:3-13.8a. Supervision requirement for permit holders
P . P Protecting a High Risk Age Group
Al special learers permit and examination permit
holders must be accompanied by an adult supervising @ Teens crash four times more often than any other
diver in the front seat who must possess a vaid New age group.

Jersey driver license, be at least 21 years of age and ® More than 40 percent of their crashes occur between
licensed to drive for atleast thre years the hours of 8 p.m. and 6 a.m.

© Ateen drivers fatlty isk increases by 44 percent
with one passenger, doubles with o passengers and
quaduples when carrying tree o more passengers.
AAA Foundation or Trafc Safety

39:3-13.8b. Passenger restriction
“The driver may only tansport one passenger™
Exceptions: Ths restiction is waived if the dive is accompanied
by a parent or i the passengers are the drver’s
dependents (children)* GDL Decal Enforcement Efficacy
* Passenger restrictons and exceptions are applicable Acconding 1  study conducted by CHOP's Center
toall probationary, examination and special learners. for, /murygf?eseafchyaﬂﬂ Prevwvlr:ﬂ that evaluated
permit divers. New Jersey's GDL decal, enforcement matters!
 Police enforcement of the GOL increased by 14%
since the introducton of the decal
® More than 3,100 teen driver crashes were prevented.

39:3-13.8c. Hours of operation
o diving between 11:01 pm. and 5:00 am

- © A9.5% reduction in teen drver crashes statewide
39:3-13.8d. Seat belt requirements was realized.

All occupants must b properiy restrained

39:3-13.8e. Hand-held or hands-free interactive wire-
less communication device use restriction
Drivers cannot use cell phones (hand-held or hands-
free), hand-held video games o any other hand-held
wirelss electonic devices (ie., ipods, GPS)
Exception: Waived in the event of an emergency

39:3-13.8g. Decal requirements
s e s SAFE PASSAGE
age of 21 must display a red decal on the front and - e
rearlicense plate of the vehicle they are operating woving toward zero fatalities
WWW.NJSAFEROADS.COM: weszls
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POLICE TRAFFIC SERVICES - PROJECT SUMMARIES

Speed Detection Program

Speeding was a contributing factor in approximately 14
percent of all fatal and injury crashes on State Police
patrolled roadways. Both radar and laser speed detection
devices have been effective tools used by State Troopers
assigned to patrol on both highway and rural roadways.
Radar and laser team details used by the State Police for
saturation enforcement resulted in over 40,000 speeding
summonses during the fiscal year. Additionally, the
Division’s patrol fleet was retrofitted with radar speed

detection units and speed detection laser units.

Comprehensive Law Enforcement Programs

Pedestrian safety, seatbelt enforcement, aggressive driver,
and driving while intoxicated were the core components
of the comprehensive traffic safety programs conducted
in Bergen County, Brick Township and Jersey City. Ped-
estrian decoy enforcement details were held at specific
problem locations. Educational efforts included the
dissemination of materials at schools, parks, stores and
transportation hubs to minimize the risk of pedestrian
crashes. Various enforcement and education programs
were conducted to encourage seat belt use. Materials
were also distributed at community meetings, city and
county events, and at colleges and high schools on the
risks of aggressive and distracted driving. Overtime patrols
were used by police to deter aggressive and distracted

driving incidents and apprehend drunk drivers.

Distracted Driving Crackdown

The DHTS carried out a statewide distracted driving

enforcement crackdown from April 1-21, 2016 using the
slogan UDrive. UText. UPay. National Distracted Driving
Awareness Month held in April was also a time to remind

motorists of the State’s distracted driving laws. Seventy-
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LSRICE
s

two percent of the State’s police agencies participated
in the effort. The crackdown resulted in over 6,500
summonses for cell phone use/texting and 6,250 careless
driving citations. In addition, participating agencies
issued nearly 13,000 seat belt and speeding summonses

during the crackdown.

In an effort to further combat the incidence of talking and
texting, the Motor Vehicle Commission promoted its
JustDrive.com campaign. Developed and managed by
the Commission, the web, television, print, radio and
billboard campaign highlights the dangers and penalties
for distracted driving and features an interactive website
that includes a forum for citizens to share their own expe-
riences and thoughts about the irresponsible behavior.
The website also serves as a repository of information
on the subject from federal, state and local entities.

Training

State and local police personnel attended numerous
highway traffic safety and crash investigation training
courses funded by the DHTS. Crash Investigation I,
which instructs officers on the proper techniques for
recognizing and recording damages as a result of collisions
on roadways, was attended by 275 police officers at eleven
classes. Crash Investigation II, completed by 175 officers
at seven classes, placed an emphasis on vehicle damage

analysis and vehicle behavior during collisions. Three



Traffic Crash Reconstruction classes were also offered

and attended by 90 police officers. Specialized training
classes in pedestrian/bicycle crash investigation and
digital photography for traffic crash investigations were
attended by 60 police officers. A course was also held
for 30 police officers on the use of event data recording

and vehicle crash data retrieval.

Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor

The Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor continued to act
as a liaison between the municipal and county assistant
prosecutors, as well as members of the Division of State

Police and municipal police departments.

A program of ongoing training for municipal and county
assistant prosecutors relating to traffic safety enforcement
and prosecution continues to be conducted. Classes
and instruction were presented with the goal of keeping
municipal and county assistant prosecutors updated on

current issues and law.

Additionally, networking between various levels of
prosecution and law enforcement agencies was used to
ensure accurate sharing of information and consistent
efforts. The Resource Prosecutor has super-ceded and
litigated cases in the Appellate Division that have had
statewide importance and continued to provide ongoing
support as needed. The Resource Prosecutor has also
provided legal advice in replacing the chemical breath

testing instrument currently used in the State.

Fatal Crash Units

Fatal Crash Units were operational in Camden County
and at the Division of State Police. Importance was placed
on the need to create clear policies and procedures when

dealing with serious injury and death-by-auto investi-

gations. The program provided for the purchase of
computer hardware and software programs which have
proven to be indispensable tools for timely and accurate

reconstruction of fatal and serious injury crashes.

Data-Driven Approaches to Crime and Traffic
Safety (DDACTS)

To help law enforcement agencies operate with a higher
degree of efficiency, the NHTSA, in cooperation with
many local law enforcement leaders around the country,
developed a law enforcement operational model that
addresses competing demands for increased services. The
DDACTS model places focus on traffic law enforcement
as a tool in reducing crime, crashes, and traffic violations
in a community. The DDACTS relies on seven principles
for its implementation: data collection, data analysis,
community partnerships, strategic operations, information
sharing and outreach, program monitoring, and measuring
outcomes. The DHTS funded DDACTS projects in the
following three communities: Egg Harbor Township,
Monmouth County Sherift and Toms River. The Mon-
mouth County’s Sherift Office agreed to a shared services
agreement with Middletown Township, Howell Township,
and Tinton Falls to implement the DDACTS initiative.

Law Enforcement Liaison

A grant was provided to the New Jersey Association of
Chiefs of Police to fund the Law Enforcement Liaison
(LEL) position. The role of the LEL was to encourage
law enforcement officers and leaders to support the enforce-
ment of traffic safety laws, particularly those dealing with
impaired driving, occupant protection, distracted driving,
and speed management. Additional activities included
collaboration with other highway safety partners and
stakeholders. The LEL also coordinated the Buckle Up
in the Park initiative.
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ROADWAY SAFETY - PROJECT SUMMARIES

Work Zone Safety

Roadway construction and maintenance activities result

in safety and mobility issues for both workers and motorists.

Awareness of proper work zone set up, personal protection
and driver negotiation are all factors to be considered in
establishing a safe work zone culture. Courses on work
zone safety awareness, work zone safety refresher courses
and train-the-trainer programs were held for local law
enforcement officers. Work zone safety training for
municipal and county public works personnel was also
held. Attendees received course handbooks, work zone
set up guides, flagger handbooks and traffic control

guideline manuals. Workshops were presented to over

by Behaviors That Cause
Crashes In Work Zones

Aggressive driving  » Distracted Driving
Following too close « Drowsy Driving
Improper. lane usage » Inexperience

Unsafe passing » Disregard of traffic
Failure to vield signs and signals

SAFE PASSAGE Q

3
W Speeding » Driver inattention

w a2

Common Driver Distractions
in Work Zones

Cell phones anid text messaging
Eating and drinking

Adjusting car. controls - radio, etc.
Cosulting maps and reading materials
Talking / friends

Grooming, » External distractions

3
3
n
3
3
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1,200 participants who learned about traffic control, as

well as work zone and roadway safety.

The 17th Annual Work Zone Safety Conference was held
on April 27, 2016 at Rutgers University. The conference
was hosted by the New Jersey Local Technical Assistance
Program at Rutgers Center for Advanced Infrastructure
and Transportation and the New Jersey Work Zone Safety
Partnership. Work zone safety awareness was promoted
through presentations and panel discussions with labor,
industry, and law enforcement perspectives, as well as
new technologies and best practices. The New Jersey
Work Zone Safety Excellence Awards were also presented
in recognition of those that have demonstrated effective
temporary traffic control in planned work zones on the
State’s roadways. These awards showcased the efforts of
individuals, companies, and roadway agencies to inspire

all in the area of work zone safety.

Traffic Engineering Interns

The Warren County road system experiences approximately
900 reported traffic crashes annually. In order to minimize
these crashes, high crash locations are identified and ana-
lyzed for appropriate improvements. A project was funded
during the summer months with the Warren County
Engineers Office that used the services of engineering
students to collect traffic crash data and assist in perform-
ing safety studies at high crash locations. Under the
supervision of the Assistant County Engineer, the students
gathered crash data, created a computerized crash
database, and performed field investigations as needed.
High crash locations were identified and studied for pos-
sible improvements. Two reports were prepared during
the grant year: Warren County Road System Year 2015
Traffic Crash Data and Safety Assessment and “Warren
County Road System 2015 Traffic Study Locations Report”.



TRAFFIC RECORDS - PROJECT SUMMARIES

Trafhic record projects are funded in an effort to expand
statewide-integrated data collection and transmission
systems that improve the timeliness, completeness, acces-
sibility, accuracy, and linkage of safety information that
will allow for an analysis of all traffic crashes for use in
policy and program development. DHTS funded the

following crash data-related initiatives:

NJTR-1 Training

The NJTR-1 crash record form is completed by law
enforcement for any incident resulting in injury, death
or damage in access of $500.00. Workshops were held
for law enforcement that addressed proper form completion
and discussed the importance of crash data, its role in
data driven decisions and how data is used to improve
the safety of the roadways. Ten workshops were held
for 286 State, county and local law enforcement officers

representing 102 police departments.

Statewide Traffic Records Coordination

The Statewide Traffic Records Coordinating Committee
(STRCC) exists to facilitate the integration and exchange
of traffic records data between federal, state and local
traffic-related agencies and organizations in an effort
to reduce fatalities, crashes and injuries. The STRCC
includes agency representatives involved in highway
safety, highway infrastructure, law enforcement and
adjudication, public health, injury control and motor
vehicle and driver licensing. The Committee provides
a forum for the discussion of highway safety data and
traffic records issues, represents the interests of the
agencies and organizations within the traffic records

system and develops a traffic records strategic plan.

Committee members completed the revision of the
NJTR-1 crash record form that will be deployed on

January 1, 2017 for use by all police agencies. It is antici-
pated a vendor will also be selected in early January,
2017 to begin the process of implementing a statewide
automated data system that will allow for the electronic
submission of police crash reports, electronic crash dia-
gramming and integration with other data systems for
enhanced analysis and reporting. The automated data
system centralizes all crash data and related information

for use in improving highway safety.

Electronic Patient Care Reporting

The Department of Health, Office of Emergency Medical
Services continued to implement electronic patient care
reporting (ePCR) for mobile intensive care programs.
Prior to the ePCR program, all patient data was collected
individually by multiple organizations either manually
or through unlinked desktops and servers. With the ePCR
program, patient and circumstantial data is collected
through tablet personal computer devices by the Advanced
and Basic Life Support providers who are the first respond-
ers. As the data fields are completed, the information is
transferred via modem, in real-time, to the closest hospital
so all relative data to the patient and their injuries are
available upon arrival. Simultaneously, data is also
transmitted to the Office of Information Technology
data warehouse where EMS providers as well as the
Division of State Police, Department of Transportation,
Motor Vehicle Commission and other agencies can access
the data for report purposes. In essence, all patient infor-
mation is captured electronically as one chart at the site
of the injury, shared with any treatment facility, updated
to those facilities and used by multiple State and federal

agencies to produce their required reports.

The State also utilized the National Emergency Manage-

ment Information System data dictionary to define elements
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contained in the EMS patient care record. To increase the
quality and quantity of the records collected, the Office
of Information Technology implemented a new data bridge
that has been linked to the Crash Data Warehouse in part-
nership with the Department of Health. The transitioning
to the bridge system has allowed for more accurate and
detailed analysis of EMS data. The total number of records
transmitted to the data bridge prior to the new system
totaled 755,000 records. After the system was updated,
the total number of cases transmitted increased by nearly
50 percent to 1,129,000. Additionally, the average number
of days for the data to be entered decreased from 206
days to 15 days.

Crash Data Integration

NJ@IT

New Jersey Office of Information Technology

The Office of Information Technology, Enterprise Data
Service Unit, provided project management, data modeling,
technical coordination, and access to the enterprise data-
base. The New Jersey Common Information Architecture
also provided design patterns, methodologies, technologies,

reference data, and data facilities to achieve data integration.

The Crash Data Warehouse compiled data from the State
Police, Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicle
Commission and the Department of Health for longi-
tudinal crash analysis. This has allowed for full reporting
capabilities across all relevant crash data supplied by the

four agencies.
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The enhancements to the NJTR-1 crash record form have
required an update to the data dictionary definitions and

additional data elements have been included in mappings.
Additionally, the process in data warehousing responsible
for pulling data out of source systems and placing it into

the data warehouse has required revisions.

The benefits of the data warehouse have included im-
provements to data quality and accessibility and allowed

for better decision making.

Crash Data Geocoding

Of the hundreds of thousands of NJTR-1 crash records
that are generated each year, a large percentage of them
are missing the exact location of the crash. Procedures
are in place at the Department of Transportation to
geocode these records programmatically, but not all
attempts have been successful due to other incomplete
information on the records. An unacceptable number
of records are excluded from information needed by
statewide agencies to determine problem locations and
crash clusters (hot spots) that can be ameliorated by

applying crash countermeasures.

Opver the past three years Rutgers’ students have geocoded
over 105,000 records and cleared a backlog of crashes from
2003. Until the time comes when crash reports are gen-
erated and submitted electronically, with precise GIS
information automatically entered at the site of the crash,
there will always be records that need to have the crash
location pinpointed. The nearly 30,000 crash records
geocoded in 2016 were shared with the Bureau of Safety
Programs at the Department of Transportation who then
uploaded the enhanced records to the Crash Database,
impacting the completeness and quality of crash data

available in the State repository.



MOTORCYCLE SAFETY - PROJECT SUMMARIES

Increasing awareness of the vulnerability of motorcycles
on the road and promoting ways drivers of other vehicles
are informed about safely sharing the road with motor-
cyclists was an initiative undertaken by the Brain Injury
Alliance of New Jersey. The Alliance promoted the Share
the Road message that targeted automobile drivers and
the general public in an effort to increase awareness of
motorcycles on the road and how they can contribute
to keeping motorcyclist safe. Raising awareness was
supported by increased messaging through traditional

and social media. Programs for motorcyclists provided

The only thing between you and
the road is your protective gear!

N = Make sure you have an
approved shield on your helmet or wear a pair of
goggles/safety glasses with a Z rating. Keep your
shield or glasses clean and scratch-free.

* Leather jackets and pants or outerwear with
rigid “body armor” inserts offer the most
protection from abrasion

* Over the ankle boots made of strong leather
with rubber soles and good tread design

* Well-fitting, full-fingered leather gloves

* Brightly colored or reflective clothing and a
light-colored helmet far best visibility 24/7

- Use disposable foam
earplugs or reusable custom-molded devices for
noise reduction.

HELMETS REDUCE
THE RISK OF
DEATH BY

Helmets generally weigh 3 lbs.
One inch of polystyrene foam

information on proper helmet use, safe riding gear and

exhibiting sound judgment when riding.

The Brain Injury Alliance continued to maintain the
NJSmartDrivers website to educate the general public
about the importance of sharing the road. The total num-
ber of visitors to the site on a quarterly basis totaled nearly
2,000. Share the Road materials were also provided to
high school students with the goal of increasing aware-
ness among new drivers of the importance of sharing

the road with motorcycles.

This is where street smarts come in.
A sense of adventure is great, but
it's no substitute for common sense.

LOOK around you for potential hazards such as
turning cars, railroad tracks; EXECUTE the proper
action to avoid the hazard.

RIDE LIKE YOU ARE INVISIBLE - Most crashes
between a motorcycle and a car happen at
intersections, invading your right of way. Check
for traffic coming from both sides. ALWAYS look
in your mirrors, use your signal and look over
your shoulder.

NEVER RIDE UNDER THE INFLUENCE -
Alcohol or other drugs slows your reaction time
and impairs your judgement - increasing the
chance of a crash by 5 times. Over-the-counter,
prescription, or illegal drugs may have side effects
that increase the risks as well.

M RIDING IN A GROUP can become confusing

- When buying both for the group and the traffic around you.
a motorcycle, lock for antilock brakes and traction Approved helmets have For large groups of 5 or more:
control, these safety features can help you avoid/ sturdy chin straps » Break off in smaller groups
Slinnivea crashs. The only protrusion is a visor * Ride in a staggered formation - NOT side
Always check your motorcycle before you go: Approved helmets are manufactured with a by sids

* Make sure your headlight works and is on

day and night letters "DOT"

* Check your tires and tire pressure. Clean your
sidewalls with mild soap to prevent the rubber
from degrading

* Clean your rearview mirror

* Always take along your tool kit!

label on the outside back of the helmet with the

On the inside of the helmet look for a label
with the manufacturers name, model number,
helmet size, MM/YY of manufacture, materials
and owner information

Replace your helmet every 5 years, or after
any kind of crash

* Keep at least a two-second following distance
from the motorcycle in front of you

PASSING - Pass other vehicles individually,
when safe — not in pairs or groups.

PASSENGERS add extra weight, which affects
handling. Adjust the suspension and tire pressure

to compensate. Remember, the more weight on
the motorcycle, the longer it may take to stop.
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PAID AND EARNED MEDIA

Latino Traffic Safety Awareness

Motor vehicle related crashes remain the leading cause
of death for Latinos ages 1 to 34. Latinos have lower
seatbelt and child passenger restraint usage rates when
compared to other populations and are overrepresented
in alcohol related crashes. Forty-seven percent of Latino
fatal crashes are alcohol-related. The disproportionate
risk is compounded by the growth of this population. New
Jersey’s Latino population has increased by 39 percent
in the last 10 years and is projected to continue growing
at record levels. The Latino population is further diversified
by the numerous countries of origin. The largest Latino
origin groups are Mexican, Puerto Rican, Columbian,
Cuban, Salvadorian, Dominican, Guatemalan, Ecuadoran,

Honduran and Peruvian.

Reaching this underserved population remains a priority
for the DHTS, one which is accomplished through public
outreach and education. Effectively messaging and educa-
ting this high risk population is complicated by language
and cultural barriers as well as the New Jersey media mar-
ket which is split between two of the largest US markets,
Philadelphia and New York. Advertising is costly in these
markets and must be duplicated in both media markets

to effectively reach New Jersey’s Latino population.

The DHTS works with Spanish language media partners
through year-round paid and earned media by promoting
all areas of traffic safety and complimenting NHTSA’s
national communications plan with a specific emphasis
on occupant restraint and impaired driving. The DHTS
has worked over the last six years to identify quality media
partners and cultivate relationships that have resulted
in deeply discounted rates for advertising. Print media
was the primary outlet used based on cost and research.
According to the National Association of Hispanic Publi-
cations, 82 percent of Hispanics surveyed indicated they

read a Spanish language publication at least once a week.
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Hispanic publications are also a trusted source of adver-

tising and information.

Ninguna distracecion
vale una multa o tu vida.

The Division expended a total of $74,900 in 2016 with

the following media partners:

Hechos Positivos Newspaper
($36,900 full page ad and Director’s message) - monthly

publication with circulation of 5,000 throughout Bergen,

Morris, Hudson and Passaic Counties.

Reporte Hispano Newspaper

($38,000 full page ad) - weekly publication of 55,000,
which is distributed throughout the State.



The following highway safety legislation was approved

during calendar year 2016.

P.L. 2015, c.292

This act updates agriculture-related motor vehicle laws to
reflect current industry practices. The act requires the
Chief of the Motor Vehicle Commission to design a slow
moving vehicle emblem to be affixed to the rear of any
motor vehicle, not for hire, used exclusively as or to draw
a farm tractor, traction equipment, farm machinery, or
farm implement. The driver of a motor vehicle traveling
in the same direction as and approaching a vehicle with
a slow moving vehicle emblem is required to, prior to
overtaking the slow moving vehicle, reduce the speed of
the motor vehicle to that of the slow moving vehicle. The
provision does not apply in areas where there are two or
more lanes of traffic flowing in the same direction as the
slow moving vehicle. Violators are subject to a fine between
$100 and $500. The Chief Administrator, in consultation
with the Division of Highway Traffic Safety, is required
to establish a statewide educational campaign to promote
roadway safety in rural areas of the State. The educational
campaign will include educating people on the laws
concerning vehicles with slow moving vehicle emblems.

Approved on January 19, 2016, the act becomes effective

on January 1, 2017.

P.L. 2016, c. 35

This act permits licensed drivers to operate autocycles on
State roads. An autocycle is defined as a three-wheeled
motorcycle designed to be controlled with a steering
wheel and pedals in which the operator and passenger
may ride in a completely or partially enclosed seating
area that is equipped with a roll cage or roll hoops, safety
seat belts for each occupant and anti-lock brakes. Under
the act, an autocycle is required to be registered as a
motorcycle. The act, however, does not require a person
holding a basic driver’s license to hold a motorcycle li-
cense or a motorcycle endorsement to operate an autocycle.
The act prohibits a person from driving, operating, or
riding as a passenger in an autocycle without sitting in a
seat, properly using a safety belt, and wearing a helmet
unless the autocycle is completely enclosed. The act
requires that a person operating an autocycle be subject
to existing insurance requirements for motor vehicles,
including liability insurance coverage, personal injury
protection coverage and uninsured motorist coverage.
Approved on August 31, 2016, this act become effective
immediately, except that subsection a. of section 2 of
PL.2016, ¢.35 (C.39:3-10.34 — an autocycle shall be regis-
tered as a motorcycle) shall remain inoperative until
six months following the date of enactment, provided,
however, that the Chief Administrator of the Motor
Vehicle Commission may take such anticipatory actions
as may be necessary for the timely implementation of

the provisions of that subsection.
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DRIVE SOBER
l OR GET PULLED OVER

THE NEW JERSEY MOVE OVER LAW

MOVE OV 100
10 cHERcE I

Slow Down. Move Over. %.

Share the road with motorcycles.

U DRIVE.
U TEXT.

sjop
AGGRESSIVE
DRIVING

OBEY THE SIGNS

or pay the ;uce:

I I‘VIIYONI EVERY RIDE
BUCKLE UP - J

\~,Rmmunn ciﬁ

CHUSSII‘-.IG
SAFETY I
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“STOP and stay STOPPED"

DRIVING STUPID
CAN REALLY MAKE
YOU LOOK BAD

DON’T DRIVE STURIN
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