
HARNESS RACING 

SUBCHAPTER 14. CLAIMING 

13:71-14.1 Restrictions: Claiming privileges 
Claiming privileges, other than open claiming pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 13:70-12.37, are restricted to those owners who 
have started a horse at the race meeting. Any licensed 
owner who has an interest in any starter shall thereafter be 
eligible to claim individually. 

Amended by R.1987 d.421, effective October 19, 1987 (operative 
December 26, 1987). 

See: 19 N.J.R. 1419(b), 19 N.J.R. 191l(b). 
Added text "other than open claiming pursuant to N.J.A.C. 

13:70-12.37,". 

13:71-14.2 Claiming races: price and eligibility 
In claiming races at any race meeting any horse is subject 

to claim for its entered price by any owner qualified under 
the terms of Rule 14.1. No trainer or agent shall be 
permitted to enter a horse in a claiming race unless written 
permission of the owner is filed by the race secretary. 

13:71-14.3 Claimed horse 
Wherever a horse has been claimed, that horse shall not 

leave the grounds of the meeting of the associa.tion where 
claimed for 60 days following the date of the successful 
claim unless permission to leave is granted by the Presiding 
Judge or that meeting ends prior to the expiration of the 60 
day time limit. 

Amended by R.1998 d.172, effective April 6, 1998. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 25(a), 30 N.J.R. 1299(b). 

Changed the 30 day time limit to 60 days. 

13:71-14.4 Agents 
A claim may be made by a licensed authorized agent, but 

an agent may claim only for the account of those for whom 
he is licensed as agent. 

13:71-14.5 Claiming own horse 
No person shall claim his own horse; or cause his own 

horse to be claimed, directly or indirectly, for his own 
account. No person shall claim a horse which he is driving 
in a race or which his trainer is driving in a race. 

As amended, R.1982 d.109, eff. April 5, 1982. 
See: 13 N.J.R. 820(a), 14 N.J.R. 347(a). 

"No person ... in a race." has been added. 

13:71-14.6 Claimed horse: stabled 
No claim horse shall remain in the same stable or under 

the care or management of the owner or trainer from whom 
claimed. 

13:71-14.7 Number of claims 
No person shall claim more than one horse in any one 

race. No authorized agent, although representing several 
owners shall submit more than one claim in any one race. 

13:71-14.16 

No person shall place or cause to be placed more than one 
claim form in the claim box under any circumstances. 

13:71-14.8 Form of claims 
All claims must be made in writing, on forms and in 

envelopes furnished by the association. Both forms and 
envelopes must be filled out completely, and must be accu-
rate in every detail, otheiwise, the claim is void. For 
purpose of compliance with this rule the name of the horse 
as appearing in the program shall govern. 

13:71-14.9 Stable claims 
When a stable consists of horses owned by more than one 

person, trained by the same trainer, not more than one 
claim may be entered on behalf of such stable in any one 
race. 

13:71-14.10 Agreements 
No person shall offer, or enter into an agreement to claim 

or not to claim, or attempt to prevent another person from 
claiming any horse in a claiming race, and no owner or 
trafoer shall make any agreement for the protection of each 
other's horses in a claiming race. 

13:71-14.11 Intimidation 
No person shall attempt by threat of bodily harm to 

prevent anyone from racing a horse in any claiming race for 
which it is entered. 

13:71-14.12 Affidavits 
The Judges and/or Steward may, at any time, at their 

discretion, require any person who has filed a claim to make 
affidavit in writing that he is claiming in accordance with the 
rules, and claims which are not made in keeping with the 
rules shall be void. 

13:71-14.13 No money in claim box 
No money or its equivalent shall be put in the claim box. 

For a claim to be valid the claimant must have a credit 
balance in his account with the association's horsemen's 
accountant of not less than the amount of the claim, plus 
New Jersey sales tax. No claimant shall deplete his account 
after entering a claim for any horse for a period of two 
hours from the time the said claim was entered. 

13:71-14.14 Time: claims 
Claims must be deposited in the claim box at least 30 

minutes before post time of each race. 

13:71-14.15 Irrevocability 
Claims are irrevocable. 

13:71-14.16 Opening claim envelopes 
Prior to off-time, the Judges, or their appointed deputy, 

shall open the claim envelopes for each race, and thereafter 
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13:71-14.16 

check with the horsemen's accountant to ascertain whether 
the proper credit balance has been established with the 
association. The association shall provide an agent who 
shall deliver the claim box to the Judge's stand. 

13:71-14.17 Title in claimed horse 
Every horse claimed shall race in all heats or dashes of 

the event in the interest and for the account of the owner 
who declared it in the event, but title to the claimed horse 
shall be vested in the successful claimant from the word 
"go" and said successful claimant shall become the owner of 
the horse whether it be alive or dead, sound or unsound, or 
injured during the race or after it. 

13:71-14.18 Scratched horse 
The successful claimant of a horse programmed to start 

may, at his option, acquire ownership of a claimed horse, 
even though such claimed horse was scratched and did not 
start in the claiming race from which it was scratched. Such 
option must be executed prior to off-time. Any horse 
drawn into a claiming race is eligible to be claimed. Horses 
entered in claiming races that have been cancelled by the 
New Jersey Racing Commission shall not be subject to 
claims. 

13:71-14.19 Delivery to claimant 
Any horse that has been claimed shall, after the race has 

been run, be taken to the detention barn for delivery to the 
claimant. 

13:71-14.20 Delivery; written authorization 
A claimed horse shall not be delivered to the successful 

claimant until written authorization is given by the racing 
secretary, or his deputy. 

14:71-14.21 Cooling the horse 
A trainer whose horse has been claimed is responsible for 

cooling his horse out until after the collection of any blood 
and/or urine specimen and he shall sign for the witnessing 
thereof. Failure to comply shall be subject to penalty. 

13:71-14.22 Required delivery 
No person shall refuse to deliver to the person legally 

entitled thereto a horse claimed out of a claiming race, and 
furthermore, the horse in question is disqualified until deliv-
ery is made. 

13:71-14.23 Title; more than one claim 
If more than one claim is filed for the same horse, title to 

the horse shall be determined by lot under the direction or 
supervision of the Judges, or their appointed deputy. 

13:71-14.24 Engagements 
When a horse is claimed, the horse's engagements are 

included. 

DEPT. OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

13:71-14.25 Liens 
No person shall enter a horse against which there is a 

mortgage, bill of sale, or lien of any kind, unless the written 
consent of the holder of the claim shall be filed with the 
racing secretary of the association conducting such claiming 
race. 

13:71-14.26 Right to claim 
(a) An owner whose stable has been eliminated by claim-

ing shall have the right to claim during the remainder of the 
meeting at which his stable was eliminated, or for 30 New 
Jersey racing days, whichever period is longer. 

(b) If the 30 day period should extend into the next 
succeeding meeting, the owner must obtain a certificate 
from the Judges of the meeting at which he lost his last 
horse, and must present this certificate when filing a claim 
at the next meeting. 

(c) Stables eliminated by fire or other hazards may also 
be permitted to claim under this rule at the discretion of the 
Judges. 

13:71-14.27 Claiming price 
The claiming price of each horse in a claiming race shall 

be printed in the official program, and all claims for said 
horse shall be for the amount so designated. 

13:71-14.28 Sale of claimed horse 
No horse claimed in a claiming race shall be sold or 

transferred, wholly or in part, to anyone within 30 days after 
the day he was claimed except in another claiming race. 

13:71-14.29 Conflict of rules 
A horse claimed at a recognized meeting under rules at 

variance with those contained in this subchapter, shall while 
racing in New Jersey, serve any additional penalty imposed 
by the rules of the State wherein claimed. 

13:71-14.30 Sex of horse claimed 
Notwithstanding any designation of sex appearing on the 

racing program or in any race publication, the claimant of a 
horse shall be solely responsible for determining the sex of 
the horse claimed. 

13:71-14.31 Protests 
A protest to the claim of a horse must be filed with the 

Judges within 48 hours of the claim. No protest will be 
accepted after that time. 

13:71-14.32 Testing 
A post race urine test shall be taken in full compliance 

with subchapter 23 from any horse claimed in a race. The 
claimant shall have the right to void said claim should the 
forensic analysis of the sample so taken be positive for any 
drug. 
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