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MI N U T E S

Of The

ADVISORY PLANNING CO~nJISS ION

Februar y 27, 1957

The members of the Advisory Planning Commi ssion met in the conference

room at ,20 East State Street, Trenton, New Jersey. The looeting was called

to order at 1:45 p.m. b.Y the Vice-Chairman, Herbert H. Smith, who informed

the members present that the Chairman, Fred G. Stickel, III, was ill and

therefore unable to attend.

Those present were:

Herbert H. Smith, Vice Chairman

William A. Bloom
B~ Budd Chavooshian
Wi l liam Holster
Phi l i p A. McLaughlin
Edward B. Wi l kens
Wi l l i am A. Sutherland

Those not present:

Fred G. Stickel, III, Chairman
R. Thomas Carr, Secretary

C. Rexford Davis
Alexander Feinberg
Alfred H. Fletcher
Louis Danzig
Joseph Healey
Dennis Maloney

The minutes of the previous meeting} January 30, 1957, w~e approved

as submitted·.

The Vice-Chairman expr es sed his concern about the lack of attendance

at this meeting and previous meetings hel d by this Commi ssi on, and after dis-

cu ssing this problem 'with the members present, it was suggested that post
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cards (which shall have been typed wit h a return-address, inquiring about

attendance) be forwarded to each me mber so that he might indicate whether

or not he would be a ble t o attend, and re turn the card a t his earliest con

venience so that it could be determined ,me t her or not there would be a

quorum. It was also suggested that this matter be brought to the attention

of the Chairman of this Commission with t he added suggestion that the indi

viduals concerned should be r eached so t ha t the Commission might be informed

as to the reasons for their bei ng abs ent. The Vice-Chairman added that this

partciular meeting was to be of much importance as it was to be devoted to the

future activities of the corning year.

The Vice-Chairman inquired of Mr . McLaughl i n, r epresentative of

the Public Utilities Commission, whether he had been in touch with the

officials of his organization to inquire about the spbnsoring of Senate

Bill No. 77 (dealing wit h uses of land or structures qy public utilities),

which was mentioned in the minutes of January 30, 1957. ~~. McLaughl i n stated

that he had discussed this Bill with the Chai r man of the Advisory Board of the

Public Utilities Co~~ission, which Commission want s it to go on record as

having had nothing to do wit h the sponsoring of Senate Bill No. 77, and

further stated that if the Commission (Public Utilities Commission ) has any .

such legislation in mind, it woul d be handled through its representative, 1~.

Philip A. McLaughl i n . The Vice-Chairman r emarked at this time that the

Bill had not moved as of this date.

The next item of business mentioned by the Vice-Chairman was that

of the Advisory Planning Commission's First Annual Report. The Vice-Chairman

remarked that this Commission has not been informed as to whether the report

should be considered as public property -- available for distribution

or wh€ther there is goi ng to be additional r eprinting. After discussing
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this matter, a motion was made, seconded and carried that the Chairman be

authorized to write a letter to the Legislature stating that on February 1st

of this year the Advisory Planning Commission had sent copies of its annual

report to the Legislature (which was required by law) and that demands for

copies are being r eceived; that copies are available for distribution and

that unless this Commission hears contrariwise from the Legislature by a

given date, it will assume that the Legislature is in agreement to having

the report distributed publicly.

In further reference to the report, Mr. Chavooshian mentioned some

typographical errors in the report which might be misleading. The Vice Chairman

inquired of the members present how they felt about clarifying these items.

After discussing this subject, it was moved, seconded and carried that Mr.

ChavQoshian prepare an errata slip to be attached to the report.

The Vice-ChairQan inquired of tpe reactions to the above-mentioned

report from the various agencies r epresented on this Commission. Mr. Suther

land, representing the New Jersey Federation of Official Planning Boards,

informed the Vice-Chairman that fe eling exists, among the members of his

organization, that several items in the report raise serious questions, and re

marked that sufficient time was not had by the Federation to review the report

thoroughly; a subsequent meeting, by the Federation, is to be held at which

time the report vdll be studied in detail,

Mr, McLaughlin reported that he will have a statement to make on

behalf of the Publ i c Utilities Commission at the next meeting of this Com

mission,

Mr. Bloom informed the Vice-Chairman that, to date, he had nothing

to report from the Real Estate Boards,
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Mr. Chavooshian also stated that he had no comments to make at this

time from the Department of Conservation and Economic Development.

Mr. Holster, Chairman of t he subcommittee to report on the subject

of performance vs. completion bonds, informed the members present that his

subcommittee is at a standstill conc erning this matter. It seems that the

difficulty rises in the interpretation of the words "completion tl and t1per

f'or mance ;" After much discussion on this subject, Dr. Wi lkons suggested

that an opinion from the Attorney GeneralIs office should be sought in

r'ef'e ronce to these t wo conflicting words. It was agreed by the members pres

ent that an attempt be made to get an opinion on this subject from the Attor

ney General.

The Vice-Chairman brought up the subject of the future program

of the Advisory Planning Commission and questioned the members present

of their r eactions to the items submitted by Mr . Bloom (copies of whi ch

had been forwarded to ea ch member of this Commission), which dealt, more

or less, with amendments to the pl anni ng legislation. The Vice-Chairman

also inquired of the members their thoughts r egarding the County Planning

Act. After a lengthy discussion covering these two topics, it was suggested

by Mr. Chavooshian that this Co~~ission set up within it two subcommittees;

namely, municipal and county; the duti es of ea ch subcommittee would be to

screen items for discussion. The Vice-Chairman was amenable to this sug

gestion, and stated that a time-limit be es t abl i she d i~mediately after

an assignment is made.

Regarding furtherance of the items submitted by Mr . Bloom in I' ef

erence to the planning legislation, it was unanimously agr eed to table any

considerations of the Municipal Planning Act until the county planning board
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members have ~et ~~th this Commission. The Vice-Chairman tentatively set the

date of March 27 as the day for this Commission to hold a meeting with the

county planning boards1representatives, and suggested that it be a luncheon

meoting (Dutch treat) at one of the Hotels, pending the approval of the

Chairman.

The Com~ission rose at 3:40 p.m.
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