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NOTICE TO THE BAR 

 
SUPREME COURT BENCH-BAR-MEDIA COMMITTEE – REPORT ON PROPOSED 

GUIDELINES ON ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN THE COURTS – PUBLICATION FOR COMMENT 
 
 

This Notice publishes for comment the Supreme Court Bench-Bar-Media 
Committee’s July 2011 “Report on Proposed Supreme Court Guidelines on Electronic 
Devices in the Courts.”    The report includes an Appendix intended to replace the current 
set of Guidelines on Cameras in the Courts (Directive #10-03).   The report also is available 
on the Judiciary’s web site, www.njcourts.com. 

 
As set forth in the Committee’s report, the goals of the proposed guidelines are 

threefold: (1) to provide public access to the courts while ensuring fairness to litigants, (2) to 
avoid delay or interference in court proceedings, and (3) to maintain appropriate courtroom 
decorum.   The proposed guidelines would apply to proceedings n the Supreme Court, the 
Appellate Division, Superior Court, Tax Court, and Municipal Court.  The technology 
covered by the proposed guidelines is any device that has the capability to transmit, 
broadcast, record and/or take photographs, whether in existence now or later developed.  
The proposed guidelines do not attempt to list the devices covered.  The proposed 
guidelines establish a presumption of permissibility, with approval, except as otherwise 
provided.  The proposed guidelines include a list of specific exclusions.  The proposed 
guidelines distinguish between common areas of the courthouse and courtrooms, as do the 
current guidelines.   Use of an “electronic device” in a courtroom to take notes and/or 
transcribe and receive data communications in the form of text only is preconditioned on the 
“Requestor” having signed an “Agreement for the Use of Electronic Devices,” with such 
signed agreements valid for one year and subject to any security concerns in specific 
matters.  A person seeking to photograph, electronically record, broadcast, and/or transmit a 
court proceeding must request specific permission to do so, using a standard request form, 
and must have signed the Agreement for the Use of Electronic Devices.  As in the current 
guidelines, consent of the parties, counsel, or witnesses would not be required.  The 
Committee further recommends that all New Jersey licensed attorneys receive the 
guidelines and also the agreement form, which must be completed if the attorney wants to 
use an electronic device in the courtroom.  The Committee suggests that the completed 
agreements be part on the annual attorney registration process.  

 
Please send any comments on the Committee’s report and recommendations in 

writing by Friday, October 28, 2011 to: 
 
  Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D. 
  Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 
  Comments (Bench-Bar-Media Committee Report) 
  Hughes Justice Complex; P.O. Box 037 
  Trenton, New Jersey   08625-0037 
 

Comments on this report may also be submitted via Internet e-mail to the following address:  
Comments.Mailbox@judiciary.state.nj.us. 
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 The Supreme Court will not consider comments submitted anonymously.  Comments 
should include the name and address of the sender and those who submit comments by e-mail 
should include their name and e-mail address.  Comments submitted in response to this notice 
are subject to public disclosure.  
       
        
      /s/ Glenn A. Grant         
      __________________________________            
      Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D. 
      Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 
 
Dated:  September 16, 2011 






























