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Governor Murphy Signs Workers’
Compensation Bill for Certain First
Responders

TRENTON – Governor Phil Murphy today signed A-5909/S-4267
(https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2022/A6000/5909_R1.PDF), which revises workers' compensation coverage for
certain injuries to certain volunteer and professional public safety and law enforcement personnel. The bill amends
current workers’ compensation law to add that a response to an emergency, including work that is sufficient to
cause certain injuries or death, is compensable.

The bill also expands those who are covered to include any career emergency medical technicians and paramedics
employed by the State, a county, a municipality, or a private sector counterpart who is engaged in public emergency
medical and rescue services. In addition, paid, part-paid, or volunteer firefighters and police officers and members of
a volunteer first aid or rescue squad are eligible for compensation.

“Our first responders experience a tremendous amount of stress while putting their lives on the line for our safety.
Worrying about compensation upon injury should not be a concern while they are providing critical emergency
services,” said Governor Murphy. “Our first responders and essential workers are a top priority for our
Administration, which is why I am proud to sign this bill into law today to provide these workers and their families
with compensation coverage for the injuries that they sustain while they are on the job.”

"Workers' Compensation provides peace of mind to workers, who know they will receive wage replacement and
medical coverage for any illness or injuries sustained during the course of their employment. This law further
protects first responders – who put themselves in harm's way in order to help others – in emergency situations,"
said Labor Commissioner Robert Asaro-Angelo.

The primary sponsors of this bill are Senator Paul Sarlo and Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo. Other prime sponsors
of this bill include then-Assemblyman, now Senator Parker Space, former Senator Steven Oroho, and former
Assemblyman Harold Wirths.

“Emergency responders have earned our support and appreciation,” said Senator Paul Sarlo, the chairman of the
Senate Budget Committee and Mayor of Wood-Ridge. “They put their lives on the line to protect the safety of the
residents of New Jersey and provide the immediate care that is vital for those who are injured or experiencing
medical emergencies. If they suffer health emergencies of their own due to the dangers of their jobs, the responders
and their families deserve the compensation they have earned. This law will bring more fairness to the workers
compensation system.”

“Firefighters, police, first aid crews and others who respond to emergencies act heroically each and every day,” said
Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo. “I’m pleased to see this bill signed into law, as it will benefit both our volunteer
and professional public safety and law enforcement personnel.”

“This legislation will make sure that our firefighters, police officers, and EMTs are justly compensated if they sustain
injuries responding to an emergency,” said then-Assemblyman, now Senator Parker Space. “Whether you are a
volunteer or a career first responder, making sure these men and women who sacrifice so much for their
communities are taken care of in a time of need is paramount.”

“The inspiration for this bill is Scott Danielson, an EMT with the Lakeland Ambulance Squad who died from a heart
attack hours after responding to a motor vehicle crash involving his daughter. The Danielson family had to fight for
years to be awarded compensation after Scott’s passing. What the Danielson family went through extended their
grief and sorrow from losing Scott for years, it is unfathomable that it took so long for his family to receive closure.
On the eighth anniversary of his passing, with the signing of this legislation, we've ensured that no other family will
have to bear that burden,” said Matthew Caliente, President, Professional Firefighters Association of New
Jersey. “The work of our members, firefighters, EMTs, and paramedics is physical in nature, and when you add the
emotional and environmental stressors that we bring home after our shift, our bodies are negatively impacted hours
and days after the response is over.”
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“This is an incredibly important piece of legislation that safeguards paramedics and EMTs who are often overlooked
when it comes to protections despite working in extraordinary stressful and often dangerous conditions. We deeply
appreciate the governor’s support of EMS providers throughout the state and we look forward to working with him
and his administration to further progress EMS in NJ,” said Ben Dafilou, Executive Director, Paramedics for the
Advancement of NJ EMS.

“This law further recognizes the risks that firefighters and other first responders face when they respond to an
emergency,” said Eddie Donnelly, President of the NJFMBA, representing more than 6,000 professional
firefighters, EMTs, and dispatchers across New Jersey. “Many of the dangers of our jobs are obvious, others
more subtle, all potentially deadly. Today the families of more first responders are protected should their loved one
answer final alarm. Thank you, Governor Murphy, for once again showing your support to the men and women that
keep our communities safe.”
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