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FOREWORD 

The New Jerse� State Sanitary Code is composed of regulations 
organized into appropriate chapters. The chapters have been 
promulgated by the Public Health Council of the State 
Department of Health after public hearing. pursuant to statute. 
(New Jersey Statutes Annotated 26: I A-7). 

The provisions of the State Sanitary Code have the force and 
effect of law. They are enforceable by the State Department of 
Health. local boards of health. local police authorities. and other 
enforcement agencies. 

New Jersey Statutes Annotated 26:IA-IO provide that each 
violation of any provision of the State Sanitary Code shall 
constitute a separate offense and each such violation shall be 
punishable by a penalty of not less than twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

The names of persons on the Public Health Council·will be given 
to any person on request. Members of the Council receive no 
remuneration for their services. 

Many persons have primary need for specific chapters of the Code 
rather than the_ Code in its entirety. Separate chapters of the Code 
have been printed to meet such requests and to preclude the 
necessity of reprinting the entire Code when individual chapters 
are revised. 

Regulation 1 - Disposition of bodies generally; emergencies 

The person or persons responsible for the burial or cremation or 
other lawful disposition of a dead human body shall not allow the 
same to remain unburied or uncremated in the State of New 
Jersey for a period longer than forty-eight hours unless embalmed 
by arterial and cavity injection or kept refrigerated at 45• F or 
below or unless authorized by the State Commissioner of Health 
under conditions prescribed by him during the existence of an 
emergency declared by the Governor. 
A person shall not bring an unembalmed body into the State of 
New Jersey more than forty-eight hours after death unless 
authorized by the State Commission of Health during an 
emergency as prescribed above. 
The requirements of this regulation shall not apply to bodies held 
as anatomical or pathological material or for the purposes' of 
criminal investigation. 

Regulation 2 · Disposition of body dead of certain 
communicable diseases 
The person or persons responsible for the burial or cremation of a 
human body dead of cholera. plague. smallpox. t�phus fe\'er. or 
vellow fever shall not allow the same to remain without hurial or 
other lawful disposition for a period longer than twent�-four 
hours after death unless said body is thoroughly embalmed and 
disinfected. If said body is to be buried or la"'fully disposed of 
within twenty-four hours after death without embalming. said 
body. before removal from the place of death. shall be placed in a 
tight covered casket which shall not thereafter be opened. 
If a body dead of any of the diseases set forth in this regulation 
remains unburied for more than twentv-four hours after death or 
is not otherwise lawfully disposed or" within twenty-four hours 
after death. said body. after being thoroughly embalmed and 
disinfected. shall be placed in a tight casket which shall be kept 
tightly covered and unopened; provided. however. that this shall 
not be construed to prevent the encasement of such body in a 
casket so constructed- that the decedent may be viewed through 
glass or other transparent material and; provided. further. that the 
body after embalming is not touched or handled by anyone other 
than a funeral director. his employee. or a person acting under 
official authority. 

Regulation 3 Preparation of body dead of a 
communicable disease 
In the preparation for burial or transportation of a body dead of 
any communicable disease. the funeral director. the embalmer 
and assistants shall take due care to prevent any spread of 
infection in the handling of such body during transportation. in 
preparation and during embalming, and after contact with such 
body. shall disinfect their hands and remove any soiled clothing. 
All instruments, gloves. coverings and utensils used in embalming 
or in handling the body shall be disinfected immediately after 
being used. All fluids or other matters removed from such body in 
the process of embalming shall be disinfected before final 
disposition. 

Regulation 4 · Notification to be given Health Officer by 
Funeral Director 
It shall be the duty of the funeral director in charge of a human 
body dead from diphtheria, meningococcal meningitis. 
poliomyelitis. streptococcic sore throat including scarlet fever or 
any of the diseases listed in Regulation 2 of this Chapter to notify 
promptly the local Health Officer or local Board of Health of the 
municipality or district in which the funeral is to be held. Such 
notice shall include the name of the deceased person. the cause of 
death and the time and place at which it is proposed to hold the 
funeral. 
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