
 

(ae THE ATATE OF NEw JERSEY

iispfDepartmentor Law & Pusiic Sarety

wie FICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
= oOr Leng peer

ee OAGServicesfrom A - Z vo ‘Servicios en Espanol
  

 

* OAG Contact News Release

 

 

For Immediate Release:

March 31, 2020

Office of The Attorney General
- Gurbir S. Grewal, Attorney General

For Further Information:

Media Inquiries-

Lee Moore

609-292-4791

Citizen Inquiries-

609-984-5828
 

Attorney General Grewal Leads Coalition Calling for
Federal Government to Focus on COVID-19 and Place a

Hold on Other New Rules
Americans Focused on Public Health Emergency HaveLittle Time
to Respond to New Federal Rules, Which May Have Unintended

Effects Due to Current Crisis
 

View Rule Letter
 

TRENTON — Attorney General Gurbir S. Grewal today led a coalition of 21 Attorneys
General in calling on the Trump Administration to focus on the COVID-19 pandemic
and its impact and freeze most other federal rulemaking actions.

In a letter today to the Acting Director of the federal Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), the Attorneys General note that state and local governmentsacrossthe nation
remain focused on responding to the COVID-19 pandemic and combating spread of the
deadly novel coronavirus.

Against that backdrop, the letter urges the federal government to halt most rulemaking
unrelated to COVID-19. It also asks the Administration to consider reopening closed
public-commentperiods, so federal agencies can receive fresh input from state and local
governments, businesses and others affected by the COVID-19 pandemicandits
economic consequences.

“Nothing is more important for New Jersey right now than stopping the spread of
COVID-19 and ensuring that our residents get the health care and financial support they
need during the pandemic,” said Attorney General Grewal. “We need the federal
governmentto stay focused, too. So weare calling on the Administration to prioritize its
response to COVID-19, and its economic fallout, instead of pushing through rules that
don’t address the most urgent needs of people in New Jersey and across the country.”
Beyondcalling on the federal governmentto dedicate itself to rules related to COVID-
19, the Attorneys General call for a general freeze on all new and pendingrules other
than those that address emergencysituations or other urgent circumstancesrelating to
health, safety, financial, or national security matters, and those required bystatutes or

court decisions.

The Trump Administration adopted the same kind of freeze on the President’s first day
in office, the letter notes.

Amongthe rule proposals that could be postponed if the federal government were to
prioritize rulemaking related to COVID-19 are proposals that would eliminateorroll
back protections against predatory lending, housing discrimination, sexual harassment
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and violence in education, and discrimination against LGBTQ+ individuals in federally
funded programs.

Other proposals that could be delayed—including cutbacks in the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program or food stamps—wouldaffect far more Americans today
than when they were originally proposed because of the recent economic downturn.

The letter notes that federal agencies already have taken somestepsto prioritize
resources to focus on COVID-19, and that some federal agencies have already extended
rulemaking commentperiods in response to the pandemic.

Joining Attorney General Grewal in today’s call for a freeze on federal rulemaking were
the Attorneys General for: Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia,

Hawaii, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New

Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont and

Virginia.

HHH#F#

Gh | c
Follow the New Jersey Attorney General's Office online at Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, Flicker & YouTube. The social media links provided arefor reference only.
The New Jersey Attorney General's Office does not endorse any non-governmental
websites, companies or applications.
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