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"REPORT

OF THE RE-UNION OF THE 15TH REGIMENT N. J. VOLUNTEERS,
AT HACKETTISTOWN, N. J. . -

f . - -

Tuesday, Oct. 19th, 1880, was the sixteenth ‘anniversary of the
battle of Cedar Creek, in which the Fifteenth Eegiment of New Jersey
Volunteers had a-proud participation. - The 'members of this regiment,
which was recruited in the Counties of ‘Morris, Sussex, Warren, Hun-

- ferdon and Somerset, had not met together since they were -mustered

out of the service, and Captains McDanolds and Kline, now of - Tren-
ion, conceived the happy idea of a ye-union of the regiment upon that -
date, at Hackettstown. So they constituted themselves a committee
and went to work with a will, corresponding and arranging the details.
The result was one of the most pleasant social occasions that has ever
peen witnessed in this part of New Jersey. To make the occasion

. more interesting Sedgwick Post of the G. A. R., of - Hackettstown, had

invited the members of Winfield Scott Post, of Morristown, to be. their
guests. ’ ' . : ’

The morning trains brought members of the old Fifteenth from ev-
ery point of the compass, and when the last train had arrived a pro-
cession was fornied at thé depot. Winfield 3cott Post, John A. Clift,
Commander, accompanied by the Morristown Drum Corps, - came first,
and were followed by Sedgwick Post, Maj. E. G. Budd, Commander,
accompanied by the ‘Hackettstown Band. Both of these posts -are
largely composed of veterans of the Fifteenth. Behind these came the
officers and - members of the regiment. Among the ranks. were some
with empty sleeves and others upon crutches.. At their head waved a
battle-torn flag, and another bearing the red cross of the division. The
line passed with the regularity of old veterans through a number of the
principal streets, and ended at the wigwam, which was soon filled with
the veterans and their friends. . ‘

After the ranks had been broken there was a general and hearty
greeting among old comrades, many of whom had not taken each-
other by the hand since they. relinquished the pursuits of war for the
avocations of peace. ‘ : ’

The drummer boy of Company C. had come from -Camden, a com- -
rade had come from Pittsburg, Pa., and “Daddy” Olmstead, as the
boys called him, had come all the way from Ohio to be with them on
this glad occasion.. The greetings were many ‘and curious : .

““Are the wagons in yet ?” was the first question propounded to the
Commissary’s Clerk. . . ‘ IR ' )

“Hallo, there’s ‘Shorty’ Hull! T'd know him in Egypt by his i@mgh,”
was a shout that welled up on the right. Yoo

On.the left was heard the salution, “How are you, Cap.? Recollect
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me, I s’pose ?” “I know your face”, rerponded- the Captmn “but I'can’
hardly recall your name.” ‘“Well, ‘yow'd ought to,” was the laughing-
rejoinder, ‘‘for I was the first ‘man you ever tied up in- the guard
house.”
- A little ways apart two old comrades were Qcaummg each other
curlous]y g
“‘I had ought to know you,” said one.
“And I seem to know’you,” replied the other,
“““Lemine see,” continued the first. ““Didn’t you and I one mght‘ ’
together and alone, cross a trestle near Spotsylvania ?”
“That’s just-it; I though* wed met somewhe1e " and a healty .
greéting followed.
- And so it was on every hand. Remlmscenge\ followed recognitions,
a.ud in amoment the boys were enjoying a re union Iudeed recounting

'
P . '

" the scenes of camp, march and battle.

Among the members present was William Padget one of four broth- :
ers who belonged to Co. I, and who was once captured with $190 of*- .

the pay which Uncle Sam had given him for his services. His present

home is in Pike County, Pa. - Hé had heard of the proposed re-union,
and being too poor to ride, started out in the storm. the S: inday pre-

_ vious- and walked forty-six miles t » meet the boys with whom ‘he ‘had

served in'the field When asked if he was paid for his long tramp -he "
modestly rejoined, , ““Yes, aud twice over.” It is needless to say that -
his old comrdes in arms took good care that there should be no necess.
ity for his walking home.

At a little after'1l o’clock the meetmg was organized, and. Mawr E
W. Davis, of Newark, was elected ‘Chairman. He congratulated the
members of the 15th that so many of them had been permitted to be A
present, and returned thanks for the honor conferred upon him.

' AdJu’ra,nt E. D. Halsey, was elected Secretary of the meeting.

Prayer was offered by Rev. A. A. Haines, of Hamburg, Sussex county,
the Chaplain of the Regiment, who gave thanks to the Father that the
lives of ‘so many comrades had been spared,-and prayed that they in -
recalling the events of their past history might see that it was God's
hand 'that had guided them. - C

‘The tune of “‘America” was rendered by the band, aftér which ’
¢t Marching Through .Georgia ” *was sung by the Hackettstown Glee
Club, with all the veterans and friends joining in the chorus.

‘Then Col. C. H. Valentine was introduced to make the address of
welcome and after the applause which gleeted him had subsided he
said: “Survwmg officers and soldiers of the Fifteenth regiment, I
greet you. In the name of a, "ommunlty ‘that remembers your services
I salute you. With every one that enjoys liberty to day I welcome
you.” The speaker then went on to say that this was not the ﬁrst time
they had met the members of the Fifteenth—that twenty years ago they
knew them, when they ‘sent them to the front. N ext the Colonel
showed the glories and stability of our government which ‘treason had -
attempted to overthrow. The life of the nation in the past warranted -
a glorious future, but the South was dissatisfied because of its loss of
power. He showed the false feeling of insecurity whicki the people

v
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were enjoying while traitors were devising measures to destroy the
government. But the fiist shot ab Sumpter stru]ck the key note of the
orchestra of war and roused the nation from her lethargy. Then ‘it
was that the gallant old Fifteenth Regiment came from the hills of New

doetrine of slavery, and cited the previous attempts at insnrrection and
nullification. New Jersey had a grahd history in the .trying times of
the Revolution. She was tried of old on the fields of Trenton, Mon-
mouth avd Princeton. and when ‘treason struck at the government her
record in the fight -began at Williamsburg and went up the Peninsula,
was continued at Antietam and Chancellorsville. and from Gettysburg
to the walls of Richmond. Next was discussed the results of the war
__the blessings that came Evith the abolition of slavery and the added
respect and honor of the nation abrond. The sacrifices and heroism of
the regiment were noted, and a tribute was paid to the wives, ‘mothers
and sisters of the men who ‘went to the front. The mission of these

" Jforsey. Here the Golonel noted the opposition of New Jersey to the °

—

men here this day is to end;anr in their hearts the union for which they .

had risked their lives. In conclusion he counseled them to preserve
the Constitution—to watch it as the unseen soldiers of the Almighty

watched the ark of the covenant that he who placed impious hands

upon it might die. ,

The address ‘was an eloquent and appropriate one, snd throughout,

the speaker was frequently interrupted by hearty applause.’ At the
conclusion ;@ was given three hearty cheers. N

’
After the address of Col. Valentine a roster was made of the veterans
in attendance. - The following is a list of those who reported: -

' FIELD AND STAFF. \

‘ ~General Edward L. Campbell.
Major Eben W. Davis.
Chaplain A. A. Haines.
Adjutant Edmund D. Halsey.

Co. A-Lieutenant James Donnelly. -7~ Co. B

~ Willinm T. Barber, Lieat. J. W. Mullery,
William P. Bryau. Lieut. Jacob I. Lair, -

Nahum Creager, E James V. N. Cornell,
~ James Mattison, Noah' W. Dunham,
Benj. F. Wean, . Wm. H. Dolliver,
Theo. B. Bellis, o - Isaac Porter,
Samuel Case, ‘ i " Thomas N. Stout.

Moses Housel, __Capt s P

P Penbrocck, ‘ EGO. F Capt.\James enrosle.

Benj. S. Wolverton. PEPS G- Bildd’"
Co. BoCavt. J Y . ineas Ely, .. .

apt. James §. McDanolds.  Wm. H. H. Emmons,

Lieut. Chas. M. Fairclo, George R. Geddis,
Lieut. W. 8. Earls, ' Alonzo Hedden,
John H Allen, John L. Larrison,
William E. Broadwell, .Samuel M. Meeker,
Oharles Hand, . Daniel Morgan,
Jacob Hendershot, Frank H. O'Neil,
Henry J. Hull, Ezekiel Rarrick,
Ef?mes McDeed, Lewis H. Salmon,
Ihomas Mitchel, /Theo. F. Swayze,
Lucius I. Olmstead, John Seals, '
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Hiram M Sands
Jacob Stultz, .
John R. Bayles, -
Samuel B. Danley,
Samuel B. Heath,
Jamson O. Howel
John Lawrence, . -
Wm. H. VIeKlnnon ’
John H. Mot,

Jacob luedmger 3

Wm. A. Schenck,

’ Co. C--Capht. Lewis Van Blarcom
Alfred M. Armstrong, .
" Wm, W. Beers,
John A. Clift.,

< Albert CO. Dildine;
Edwin A. Doty,
Silas J. Guerin,
Charles H. Guerin,

' Silas B. Genung,
James H. Hathaway,
Manuel Johnson,’
Hugh H. Layton,
Israel D. Lum,
Walter A. S1dener
John Tyson,

George Van Houten.
Co. D.

. Jacob” O. Burdett,

" David L. Denee,

Thos. Dormida,

Thos. Decker, J

' James B. Ervey,
George T. Fallin, -

. Peter 8. Gunderman,
Andrew J. Hendershot,
Richard D. Kelly.

John Williamson,

Lawrénce H. Wlse
Co. G.

.George B. Shrope,

- Wm. H: H. Wyckoff.

Co: H--Capt. Dayton E: Flint.

" Lieut. Manuel Kline,

Ford M. Canfield, '~
Charles B. Cornlsh
William Forrester,
John B. Rush,
Leonard Snvder, ’ -
Samuel Trimmer. '
- Co. I-~Capt. Owen H. Da.y
John C. Chamberlain, *© -
George W. Drake,
Stephen W. Gordon
Lemuel Hardick,
George V. Huft,
James P. Kelley,
Martin Kintner,
James Mc Dougall
Wm. W. Padget,
Benj. H. Ross, = -
Nathan W. Savacool
John D Space.

Co. K.
Lieut. F. E. Williams.
Stephen Bayles,
Lorenzo D. Davenport
Jacob Fooze, .
David W. Halsted
Frederick Van Rlper
David Webb

'

A roster of v1smng soldlers to the number of over 50, was also taken

- A. Stroble, Co. I, 81st New Jersey. .
M. L. Ward Co. H. 3lst New Jersey . . "

E. B. Heed, ¢ ¢ ¢ .
Peter Alpock Co. A, ¢ ¢« ) " >
Ed. Albertson foCH, (¢ e ‘e C

Jas. K. Swick, A, ¢« e

Isaac L. Wlllet 8 H e e ¢

A J Denms T ‘e ¢ < ‘
Casper Jones, Co. D, 11th New Jeraey . ) 3

. L.H. Berry, ¢ E, R B -
Stephen Leffler, Co. E, 11th ¢ -
Wm. Franson, ‘° "H, 8th *¢ e
Theo. Burris, ¢ I, ‘¢ ¢ “

'George W. Thurston Co. D, 8th New Jersey
Hayward G. Emmed Co K, 7th -

Samuel Lyon,. | [ ¢
John T. Allen, ¢ I 30t]1 B “
Fitz John Cummings, ** ¢ ¢
E. R. Wintermute,  *¢ B 2d ¢ ¢
J. D. Shawger, o T e
L J.Johnson, . . ¢ reove g6 e .
L. P. Hannis, I, 27th. ¢ e ]
David DeGraw, -~ ¢ L, .- ¢ ‘o

* e« T TR X
3 g

Amos Pruden,
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W, Becker, 1st N. J. Band.

/

!

Orlando Culver, Co. D, 39th New Jersey. ‘ >

A. G. Freeman, ** C. 4th ¢ -
Theo. Neighbour, Sargeant-Major.

Eugené Troxell, Co. H. 26th New Jersey. .
Alman Drum, Co. L 2d N. J. Cavalry-
Wm. McComb, Go. L, 2d N.A
Wm. Carpenter, ¢ M, ot ‘

L. R. Schoenheit, o et . .

w. H. Hoover, Co. A, (L 68 i ~
Samuel allen, ¢ H, LU e - : '

Jobhn S. Hazen, < E, “ ¢ i

~ S. M. Johnson, 1st N. J. Cavalry.
. John Hanley ¢

- Robert Kinsey, ¢ ‘- o
James Seal. Battery D.
Charles Williever, Baftery B.
Jas. J. Dolliver, 6th N. Y. Battery.
O. H. Eakley, 11th Pa. Cavalry.

The hour of luncheon having arrived the veterans formed by com-
panies, and procceded to the hall of Sedgwick Post, where sandwiches
and goffee were provided in an abundant ‘supply. Here many an inci-
dent of camp fare was told and old jokes of the mess wentround. Here
also comrade Padget gave a recitation and song, entitled ** The Soldiers’
Lonely Grave,” which he had composed on the death of the first of*his
fallen comrades. The boys also looked with considerable interest upon

+ g copy of a general order issued January 15th, 1865, and. signed. by
Maj. Gen. Wheaton, Whichﬁawa.rd.ed to Private James P: Kell-y a fur-
lough of fifteen days because at the inspection of that day ‘“he was

" the best équipped and most thorough soldier of his brigade.”

During the interval between the hour of lanch and the -time for
ré-assembling Gen. E. T Campbell, the old and popular Lient. Colonel
of the regiment, arrived. He was espied by many of the veterans as
he came up the street from the depot, and was ‘given a hearty welcome.

. ) THE AFTERNOON EXERCISES, - :

Upon re-assembling at 2:30 o’clock, Major Davis introduced Gen. E.
L. Campbell, who was greeted with three r‘ousiﬁg cheers His speech
was an eloguent one and ‘went to the hearts of his old. comrades in
arms, who gave him frequent and hearty appléuse. The subject of
his remarks was ‘ What it meant to be a'Union soldier.” v

~ GEN CAMPBELL'S ADDRESS. .
My CoMeADES oF THE 1578 Ruerment NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEERS :—

1 find around me to-day a remnant of a noble body of men. As I see
'fhat regiment in my mind’s eye, on the morning when it first marched
into action—marched with unwavering front, with néarly-a- thousand
young faces animated and beaming with a gense of o_ons;ciousu duty as
they looked forward into the possibilities and probabilities before them,

their step more firm and steady.for those very probabilities, every nerve

and si S s . - S ) .
nd sinew and musele rendered more vigorous and elastic by sights and

B e G ;
ounds of real war now first saluting their eyes and ears;. and compare

that sight with the array of diminished numbersand altared mien which

g:eets us to-day, my mind is filled with sad and solemn thoughts. What
storms of battle you passed through from year to-year; what trials. of
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couru.ge of endurance, of st;reugth aud what trials of falth hope and
cha.rlt‘,y, faith in the prmclplea that made you soldlers hope for the tri-

. -umph of these principles, and charity for those who in mad fury and

blind folly strove to overthrow them. And what turrows those storms
ploughed in your ranks, Three hundred aud sixty-one, almostxwholly
taken from the original nine hundred and forty-~even. (the balance of
the total 1871 were late recruits, ).thirty eight per centum of the com-
panions. in arms endeared to you by common. toils and ‘perils, and
more still by virtuss which only trlal by fire can develope.. were left
‘beneath the sods of the battle field. ' Years of struggle in life's battles
since the last roll call, have again decimated your. ranks by dragging

" down many of those crippled by wounds, or wasted by incurable disease. -
You to day represent the living remainder. Your hmbs are not so stout -
and flexible as once ; your faces are not so fresh and buoyant ; your-
heads are splashed thh the tinsel of time ;. your, cheeks are furrowed ’

" with the gronves of care and increasing years; but you are the living

representatives of a regiment which challenges the payes of hlstory,
nearor remote, by its record in camp and maréh and battle, its courage,
its discipline, its teuaclty, its intelligence, its patriotic devotion to duty
and country. It was an honor to lead such a body of ‘men, of which
any man might well be proud ; and for one I feel n; to be a crown of
honor to have led it often into battle.

I do not: propose however, to emphasize thesad suggestlons of the
day. These comeunbidden. Let us drop a soldier’s tear for tle fallen,
ard then, as- you so often done before, turn from the sods with which -
you covered them to thoughts more full of present encouragement a.nd )
inspiration to future duty.

I propose to ask you this’ questmn Do you regret the act whlch
made you soldlers? In view of all the past ;; however much it may kave
entailed upon you of loss and suffering; however much it may have
wrecked your plans of life; are you sorry to-day that you were Union
soldiers ¥ TFifteen years have passed since you hung up your brmsed
“arms for monuments ; have vour reflections since that time amidst the
gmdual unfoldings of history led you to repent of having taken up those
arms ? I for one do not regret it. If I could turn back -the wheels of
time and had a thousand lives to offer, I would Iay them all on the same
altar. .What was it to be a Unior soldier? I, would magnify.your ap-
preciation of yourselves. I would have you truly value what .you have
been and what you have done. T fear you,do not do this. Your-mod- )
esty is equal te the ¢ urage you d1spla,yed Hence it is that I invite
your intention to this theme to-day. What d1d it mean to be a Union
soldler ?

- Let me recall one of the most momentous occasions of your hfe tha,t

) mgbt before you signed the roll and took the oath ; when in the s11ent

hours of darkness amidst a thousand distracting thoughts you decided
“the question ‘‘shall I go?” When the ties of affection, the stern de-

" mands of duty to those around you, the selfish lonomos of life and

leasure and business said ‘*no,” but the stronger prom tings of pat- -
P ger p ping: p

. rlotlsm and prmcxple said *“ yes.”. What were the thoughts which chased

T
V
.
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each other like tempest tossed billows throygh your minds as you
walked the floor or tossed uneasily on your pillows the live long honrs ?
Let us try to 'recall them. The piges of history were open before you
and you read something like this : .

The story of the struggle batween les,rby ‘and Opplesmou is a long ’
one. It is full of dark-pages, pages of hardship, toil. suffering, tyranny

cruelty and slaughter. To naderstand this btrngle we must: glance at
the origin of these ancient enemies. :

We catch the first glimpses of our race as it emerges from the night. . .
of unrecorded time. The necessities of food, clothing, shelter and pro- -
tection naturally gave rise to patriar chal institations. As men muitiplied
they consolidated into larger masses, and ‘nhe patriarchal family became a
miniature nation, a tribe, composed of such fawmilies. The greedy sel—
fishness, the predatory instincts, the sensual 1mpulses the patural aui-
mosities which characterized uncivilized man gave rise to confl cts of |,
rude and barbarous arms, and fused tribes intofull Aedged nations.  All
these enterprises required leaders, chieftains, princes, Kings. The -
glory, fame, wealth and splendor which accompanied Chieftainship and
Kingship gave birth toinordinate ambition. Unbridled ambition led to
devastating wars with all their nameless and numberless horrors. The
prevalence of wars, the necessitics of constant aggression or defence,
moulded the growth of all goveruments “acéording to military ideas.
gave shape and form to all social, civil and even 1e11g10ub institutions.
All lands came to be held by military tenures; all official station, all
civil :u{thontles, all honors, titles and distinctions. Human 1ust1tut;10ns
of every kind became artificial and mbltla,ry All power was consoli-’
dated in the hands of a few weak and erring men, controlled by avarice,
ambition and every human vice:' Injustice, cruelty, t;ymnny were the
results, and the great masses of our race were reduced to a state of bon-
dage. Such was the origin of onpression. . L

But underneath and pavallel with all this was growing up 2 power» :
which was to subvert them all. As the'intellectnal and moral facult_les‘
of man were cultivated'and developed they began to feel that they had
¢ rights”—rights to the fruits of -their own toil, rights in the snil which
God had given them t» cultivate, rights of contract and trade, rights to
freedom of action. locomotion, thought and speech, rlohts of conscience.

, These intuitions of truth grew and strengtliened with the growth of
society, gréew in obedienc- to the laws stamped by the Creator upon the
human mind and heart, under the impulse of those mysterious sotial
forces Which develop, civilization.out of barbarism. They ﬂgurlshed
most when most tmmpled on. In procebs of time a monk in an obscure
monastery discovered a chained Blble He was amazed at its contents.
He unchained itand gave it to the people Meh werd taught out. of that -
book that ‘“ ail are equal in the sight of God,” thatthey have a common
origin, a common descent and a common destiny. Humanity recog-
nized these important truths and responded to them. It was an easy
natural step to the conclusion that all should be equal in the sight of
mar, b.efore the magistrate, at the altar, before the law, Liberty must
recognize its debt to the Bible; he who wouid not knows but little ‘of
its origin. Hume says: * The spark of liberty had been kindled and

'

~ I
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was preserved py the Pyritans alone, and it was to this sect that the-
English owe the whole freedom of their institutions ” Froudesays: “To
- John Knox England owes a debt of liberty it can never repay.” Mon-
tisquién says: ‘‘Geneva is the mother of modern republies, and should
celcbrate with- festivities the day on which Oalvin entered the city.”
Bunsen says : ¢ Calvin spoke for all times and all men, Europe owes
" its political liberty to him.”. In every country of Europe these princi-
ples took deep root and large masses of men were leavened and quick-
ened by them. Such was the origin of Liberty. ) /
There were two forces in conflict—the perverted desires and propen.
sities of degenerate'man entrenched behind unnatural, arbitrary insti-
tutions, at war with intuitions of truth, the sense of Tright, the
consciousness of manhood of the great, down-trodden mass—the first
born of want, necessity, accident, environment and depravity ; the other
was the bud, blossom and fruit of human na'ure growing under the sun-
shine and showers of God’s civilizing and enlightening forces —one of
earth, earthly ; the other of Heaven, divine—one dragged men down
into a state of debasement and slavery ; the other lifted them up to-
" wa'd godlike manhood and freedom. It was a semi-intelligent struggle -
to pull down the arbitrary institutions of privilege, preroga ive and so-
called Divine right, and supplaut them with the institutions of freedom
based on the great law of nature. ' ] o
That struggle was long and to human eyes doublful as we glance up
the stream of history, we see sometimes one_ and sometimes the other )
trmmphant Now the eagles of Csar, and now thoss of Brutus are in -
the ascendant ; now the bloody banner of Charles IX. of ‘France and
now the white plumes of Henry of Navarre prevail; now the cruel .
Philip of Spain and now William the silent is victorious; now the-
Chievaliers of Charles I. of England, and now the round heads of Crom-
‘well are in power. No human mind could have foretold the issue, but’

there was a power higher than man that was controlling it all-—an un- .~
recognized intelligence—a potent hand felt, but not seen. The.time

came for a transfer -of the conflict to & new ﬁeld of actlon ;

The magnetic needle had given to the w o1ld a new contment held in ¢
reserve to the fullness of time—a vir, gin continent, bparsely inhabited by .
a barbarous race, but free from the artificial, hnmpermg and debasing .
institutions of the cruel tyrant, man. That continent was to be plant-
ed. The seed was already prepared, as we bave seen. "It took three
hundred years to prepare it—-three centuries of bloody conflict between
Liberty and Oppression. But how was that seed to be transferred to
the new world ? Persecution did the work. The intolerance of our
mother country launched the Mayflower which led the stream of Puritan
emigration to the ‘‘stern and rock-bound coast” of New England. The
cruelties of France drove forth the Huguenots and scattered them in col-
onies along our shores. The same causes sent the peace-loving follow-
ers of Penn to Pennsylvania and New J ersey, and directed other cur-
rents to the same destination. Thanks, a thousand thanks, to the
crowned and sceptered tyrants of the old world—the mail-clad. helmeted,
spurred and booted tyrants—who winnowed from all Burope its choicest
wheat and scattered it broad-cast on these Western shores to spring up

\ . /
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into a nation of free men. Liberty owes a debt to ‘tyranuy—@ debt
which we are repaying by driviqg‘ tyranny from the eatth. ) »
Unnoticed and unaided they grew in numbers, power a:nd influence.
The oppressed of every land sough? th_e new a.syl?m of liberty. _’Ifl;fey,
felled the forest, overcame or made friends of the'savage, subdued thg
wilderness to the plow and made it blossom as the rose. Fromi weak _a:nd
feeble beginnings they rapidly became a.grea,t\pegple. Their innreasing
resources began to attract the cupidity of the mother ‘country, apd she
attempted to lay the heavy hand ‘of exacﬁ;ion upon them. Buatsuch men
could ‘not brook, oppression. Their fathers l?ad crossed, a- t%-acl.zless
ocean to escape it, and had faithfully taught their children the p1"1u01p,1es
of liberty. They had too long been accusbomeq to the freedom o? their )
western homes to submit to the restraints and 'exactions of a govern-~
ment in which they had no'represe'ntutiqn. Were the arbitrary and arti-
ficial institutions which had so long enslaved the Old World to bg trans-
ferred to the new ? It could not'be endured.; it could not be thought
of. At the very first imposition of the baud of arbitrary power they
protested. They petitioned for redress. They Teasoned, appealed,
even plead to be left to enjoy the institutiqns their fathershad plia,nted.
They received no redress, no encouragement to hope for any. - As the
last resort they girded on the sword, appealing to the G‘rod_ of battles for
the justice of their cause. Never was there a more memorable struggle
than-the seven yecars of war that followed. Without arms, ammunition
or resources, they fought the mightiest power on earth. Without organ-
zation, experiencs in war or military traivning. they contended with a
nation famous for its military traditions, schobled for centuries in all -
the arts of war, and abounding in captains decorated for victories and
‘boasting of their power in arms. Few in numbers tiey boldly cast
down the gage of battle before a mighty people. With all these dis-
advantages they followed the immort 1 Washington from Concord and
Bunker Hill to Yorktown. The God of battles smiled upon their cause.
A new nation was born-on the earth—a nation dedicated to the prin-
ciple that ** all men are created equal, endowed with certain inalienable
rights, amoug which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”
8o-called republics had existed before, but now, for the first time in the
history of the world, a human gbvei’nment was founded on the distinct-
ly formulated and proclaimed principles of eivil liberty. o
The enemies of free governmeut said it would not last ; that it was'a
rope of sand which would fall to pieces of its owa weight ; ‘that it was
4 new experiment which would soon fail; that man was not capable of
free government; that liberty was a creature of the imagination—a
sentiment ; that it would soon result in some. form of arbitralryy govern-
tent. Nearly a hundred years passed—years of mingled prosperity ‘
and adversity. We acquired new territory and muitiplied in numbers
until a coutinent was covered. We increased in wealth and all the ele--
ments of power until our flag ¢hallenged the respect of every foreign
nation. The genius, enterprise and energy of our people demonstrated
the marvclous influence of free institutions. The young republic be-
came a standing threat to monarchical and avistoeratic governments the
world over. ‘The principles of liberty, as exemplified by us, were more
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-and more permeating the political fabrics of the Old World. . Kings,
Emperors, Princes, Nobles aud all their retainers; looked ﬁpou us with’
jealousy and fear. Their thrones and prerogatives were endangered by
our infective and inspiring, examplo We were rapidly working out
our ‘* manifest destiny.” . :

The.day of crucial trial eame at last— the great and as we bclleve
final test. Elev«n‘ millions of our.people became dissatisfied. TLet us
speak no hard words of them.' They were descended from- the same
patriotic fathers ; {hev‘were bone of our bone. flesh of our flesh; their
countly was our country and their God our God.. Let, us -hgve. malice
towa1dvnone of them and charity forall. Brought up in the midsv of

. an accursed-institution foreign to our soil and hostile to our theory of
government ; seared by the prejudiceé of life-long education ; not
‘clearly apprehending some of the most essentml tenets of liberty; long ac-
customed to a predominence in the goVernment which was slipping-from
their grasp; they were precipitated into rebellion- by wicked. cunning
and, ambitious leaders. They determined to- djsrupt the Union—con-
fe':c:ed by them to be the best government the sun ever shone upon, and.
_establish a confederacy, which they could rule themselves as' they had
formerly ruled --a causeless and unprevoked rebellion. -

Shall this rebellion be suppressed? This was the question presented

“in April, 1861. In view of what we have said we raay see what this
question implied.. It was not merely the preservation of the_Union as
s0 commonly represented: That alone would have been a sacred and

. sufficient cause: That Upion was founded in the blood and sufferings
of ancestdrs whom we revere. It was hallowed by the most sacred
memories that ever clustered about the birth and youth of any nation. ,
The South was a part of it—part of ‘the great purchase-~the greit in-
heritance. Our fathers as well as theirs fought, bled and died to make

" it free. " In an important sense it was our country as well as theirs. To~
preserve that Union, in all its integrity, as handed down to us, was &
¢ause which elicited all the honest impulses of patriotism. : 27

It was not the destruction of slavery as sume thought and even yet
seem to think: That was one of the results—a grand and glorlou% re-
sult. . No one can estimate- its lmportance higher than myself,. but it

‘was not one of the purposes for. which we took up arms against our
brothers. I have no sympathy and little patience. with these: narrow
and shnllow 1deas. . Many of the best of our, people failed to grasp the
gravity, the immensity of the crisis. - They need even yet to be edu-
cated up to it. . It was not these conslderauonb that made you Unicn

‘soldiers. It was more than these, immeasurably more. If our National
Governmént could be foreibly rent asunder, without cause and without
serjous provoeation, for no purposes but those of wicked ambition, it
was clear proof tc all the world that the great experiment of free gov-
ernment was a failure ; that' man, after all was NoT capable of self-
govemment thatia republic was a mere rope of sand, possessing 1o

_inherent power of self preservation or for the protection" of the mstltu-
tions committed to its care. = *‘ Government of the g eople, for the peonle
and' by the people ” was a mere creature of the imagination—a senti-
mentality. What could be done once could be done again ; -one seces~
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sion meant many, aod the land of Wash'ngton and Jefferson was to be'. ’

broken into dissevered and hostile fragments, each the foot ball of
nitions foreign to itself. The accurnulated results of a thousand years
of self-sacrifice in the cause of human liberty was to be lost. All hope
for the future of free government was dissipated. The' fathers of our
repubho called out to us from their graves to preserve what had been

won by their swords and conseu ated by their blood. Future geuemtlons .
held out their hands to us and xmplored us to hand down to them' the _
sacred heutage uniwpaired. The whole world looked upon the con-

test with abated blraﬂ' nay, the universe of intelligence was a ‘¢ great
cloud of witnesses.” Tt 1s 1mpo~r~1bh, for any human mind to magnify,

or even to measure the helghth the depth the breadth of the crisis of -

1861. .
The grand issue was THE RIGHT AND GAPAGITY OF MAN FOR SELF-

GoverNMENT. “And as this is the right’ preserva.tlon of rights, the onlyj‘

effectual muniment of all others, all others were involved and to be de-

cided with it—all the natural,” ¢ unahen(\ble r)ghts of *¢life, llberty‘

and the pursuit of happiness.”

President Lincoln, inrhis celebrated Gettysburg %peech most forcibly
and beautifully pruented the question in these words: ‘‘ Four score
and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new
nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition tha" all
men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, tést-
ing whether that nition or any other so conceived, and so dedleated
can long endure.” :

Leonidas and his 1mmorta1 band i‘ought and fell at Thermopylaa for
Sparta. It was written over them: '‘* Go, stmnn'm tell at Spmrta that
we lie here invobedience to the sacred laws of our country.” The Union
s ldier fought and fell. not only for his country but for mankind The
motive which animated him was not only love of country but love of
Universal Liberty.

The Union was saved. Thé problem was solved. It was shown that
man was capable of self- gnvmmnent as. our fathers had vindicated his
right to self-government.

people ; more powerful and inflnential than ever before. We go onin

the fulfillment of our * manifest destiny,” __our mission of pesce,

“liberty and good-will to men. What is that desfﬁm) ? that mlssmn?
Let us take a rapid glance at it. /-

, For a century past our example has been sﬂentlv revolutlomzmg the
world. The soldiers of Louis XVI carried howe on their bayonets from
Yorktown the principles of 1776, and they fired a train in Francé which

has scarcely yet spent its force. bhe has waded through seas of blood

thro“g!l a ‘‘reign of terror” ; through vicissitudes of- prosperity and
adversity unknown to any othe1 nation. But she is to-day our sister
republic, and this time liberty has come without license; it has come

to stay. ’ l

m:gé tre;ty of 1783 was scqrcdy dry b= fore measures of reform were

uced in the British Parliament, enlarging the elective franchise.

If" has recently been still more enlarged under the: gunidance of the |

Liberal Gladstone. They have ‘ household suffrage” now. and most of

We are again a united and prosperous
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Englend too, our mother, will bécome, our sister renubhe—nay, ina
better sense, our daughter 1epubhc
The guns of Yorktown had scarcely eeased to echo before the King

of Prussia yielded new measures of freedom tn the quicKened clamors

of his peoplé. The leaven has been working among the 1ntelhgen1
hberty—lovmg natlves of Fatherland, and to-day William and Bismark
are lit.1e more than the servants of a people whom they. do not dare
to call ¢‘ subjects.”

No natlon on earth has escaped our sﬂently revolutmmzmg influence.
There is no corner of christendom to which that inflience has not
penetrated. No existing government is to-day-what it would have been
if we had fa,iIed It has weakened every sceptre, and ‘dimmed the

dazzle of every cro.n on earth.. It'has lifted part of the burden and |

carried hope and courage to every oppressed people. - And that i invisi-

- ble mighty agent wiil continue to work. When all the elements-of our

power and influence are mulmphed ten-fold, as they will be, and our

the muniments of liberty. - Queen Victoria is but a ﬁfth wheel in the‘
"gra.nd old British tallysho. FHow long will it, be before th. y have man-

" hood suffrage like ourselves ? Ahd-then farewell to hereditary legisla- -
tors ; farewell to titles of nobility ; farewell to primogeniture ; farewell
“to evéry prerogative righs. The crown itself will then b - finally stored
s.vﬁxy in the South Kensington Museum as a famious relic of‘the past. .

now young and growing institutions are moulded to the reqairements

of perfected liberty, - its potency. will be multiplied a hundred-fold. -
Wherever that glormus historic star spangled banier shall go, it will ’
"be hailed as the emblem of Liberty—the symbol of ‘justice and of

human rights. "It  will be clothed with the power to make itself hon-

ored and rerected It will ¢ diseiple all nations ™ It will’ teach to all

men .the sacred legend written all over its folds between its stripes

~and among 1ts‘sta.rs,\ and made “indelible by the blood of a mllllon"

patriots, that ‘‘all men. are created equal ;” that man has a right to

’

self-govemment that he is capable of self-government.

) It has been said that ¢ Westward the star of empire takes it Wa.y T
But that star in its course haé already made the circuit of the earth. At
-the golden gates of Oahfornm it salutes, across the calm chlﬁo its

starting place in what once was ‘¢ far Oa.thay . TUnlike other. stars, it

. This is what it meant to. be a Union soldier. Now I ask you again,
do you regret that you wore the blue ? “In viéw of all the achievements

you, do you repént or are you proud that you were Union soldiers?
Rev. A. A. Haines, the Chaplain of the regiment, was intreduced as
the next speaker, and was received with cheels and great enthuslasm

of thé~ regiment. - He “was repeatedly interrupted with cheers and
applause as well remembered instances fell upon the ears of the vet-
erans, and there were times when ‘great tears coursed dovm hardy
cheeks that never blenched in the Iine of battle.

- - Lo PO

"has reversed its orbit, and, when in-its reflex course it shall have glrdled' :
the globe with free-governments ; 5 it will be said to the latest day,
"¢ time’s noblest offspring was the first.”

of the p Ls.t and afl the' prouuse of the future, in view of all that it cost -

-His'address was majnly hlstoucal récounting the services and sacrifices -
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CHAPFAIN HAINES ADDRES@ o

CoMRADEs :—After 15 years we meet agmn How impressive are. the
circumstances which call us together. We. who- gather to- day, the

- survivors of that noble regiment that 18 years ago New ‘Jersey sent -
“forth to the battle field, are but a little band. In war and in peace has
death b-en making iuroads upon our ranks, and the brave and the
noble have been leaving us. Yet what band of faen are bound together

by more hallowed associations. Tender and strong are.the ties that .
link us. Words fail. and tongues of mortals cannot speak the; emotlons
that come from our full hearts and ¢hoke our utterance and blind our
"eyes, as we clasp bands once more, and listen to well temembered
voices. We have passed through more -than the mere. ba.ptlsm of
blood. In thirty-six battles have bullets and shells been hurled m
deadly fire upon onr batta.hons In thirty-six battles have we seen our
comrades pour out their precious' blood for the land they loved, and

often from our own wounds bave the red drops fallen on the Virginia -
-'b()ll. Few regiments ever suffered so heavy losses in actual killed and
disabled on the field of battle. We never turned our backs upon the
foe, and when other regiments might break, though torn and bleeding,
‘we-never yielded a p()\mon we were sent to hold. . ’

We are growing older and eighteen years is no unuﬂportant port,lon.
of human life. I see the boys who then were just old enough to be .
‘uccept« d and mus'ered in now in middle llfe and othelq whose heads
are being sprinkled with gray.

Our blood may course through our veins at a slower pace than form- |
erly, but whose heart may not be qulckened to a fa.ster beatmg as we
recall the stirring scenes of ‘by-gone days.

Let us, as far a< the time allotted us will permit, count our- battles.
over. We were mustered at Flemmgton in ‘the ‘suinmer, of 1862. On -
the 27th day of August we left the-State for Washington numbering
925 officers aud men  We were camped for a month at Tenallytown.

- We were then employed upon the defences of Washington, making
m]lm.n'y roads, slashing timber and throwing up earthworks. This was
vE'earlsome work and not at all suited ‘to our expectat’ion and impa-
tience to meet the foe. "We heard often. the booming of cannon from
some not far off battle field, but we could only handle our muskéts and
drill from day to day, till Antietam was fought, and we were hurrled
along the Potomac to join the First New Jersey Brigade, in.the First
})w-smn of the Sixth Army Corps. This was. suited to our wishes.

. Torbert comnianded the Brigade, Brooks the Division and Sedgwick
‘the Corps. We were under fire for’ the first time on the north bank of
:)l;tﬁnf:;hauuock December 12th. At 2 P. M, we formed in line of

- bristling lnu;ml'fd rapidly across the plain. The enemy’s batteries were -
opened uponuu sight in position ou the hills WHen we moved they
challs, thet bm;taud the booming of their guns and the shrieking of
tion 1n our quick c:vu our heads, filled the air. There was no hesita-

" e gor o Do 8 I:p till we reached the position assigned us and held -
conflict for th p Run Creek. That evening we tasted death in actual

r the first time and our kllled and wounded amounted to
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thir.l{;y. 'Then the army véas marched buck'_énd" we: passed an inglorious - .
' winter in thd camp at Falmouth and White Oalk Church. No sign of |

activity marked the’ gloomy ‘season save Burnside’s mud march, . But
© we had losses very severe that winter. ‘The- terrible typhoid fever

carried off scpi‘eé of our gallant youth and we laid them to rest .a‘rolt\ir'id,‘
. that cld primitive meeting house, the White Oak Church. They had

thought of dying, not'by wasting disease in camp, but in the rush of
battle-and the storm of bullets. The dreary months passed and on the
Sabbath morniug of May ‘3d we were confronting the enemy on the ex-
trem ' left on the pliin below Fredericksburg. © While anxious people
were'af home worshiping at their morning service we were ékirmishiiig

Wwithi the enemy. Our losses nambered twenty and their bo'_dies ‘were -

left unburied on the field. - We were at noon withdrawn from the ex-

treme left and marched through tlie captured town of Fredericksburg’

‘and on to Salem Heights (a scene of bloody remembrances), and were

sent immediately to take position with our brigade. Into ‘-the.'da;'l;?'

pine woods near Sunset we ‘charged upon an unseen enemy which

~;vgfee'i:‘<_ad us with-a full rain of ‘bullets. Before the murderous fire one

hundred and twenty of our comrades fell, some lifeless. some with
ghastly wounds. These added to the thirty of the. morning, made one
- hundred and fifty losses on that Sabbath day. The mistakes of Hooker
rendered all the sacrifice of life:in our own and other i'egi'ments of no
‘avail, and the'bleeding' army were brougnt back to their former position.

An’entirée month spent in our old camp was followed by the pursuitof .

. Lee into Maryland and Pennsylvania. o : )
.On the 2d of July, 1863, the ‘regiment by.a forced .march Gt thirty-
- five miles in sixteen hours reached Gettysburg. It was the critical mo-

the disaffected elements of the Northern States ‘would hasten:to hail his
coming. * 'The arrival of the Sixth Corps was the saving of the country.
The fight was in - progress when we reached the scene and we were
sent, weary as we were, to the fr.ont;{ We held the ground from which
Sickles had been driven and from which Lee retired. On'the morning
of July 84 we found our pbsition between Little Round Top and the

town which we held till .the conflict was over and Lee was far on. his’

way toward Virginia. This was one of the few occas'ious"where ‘the
enemy were the attacking party and we stood on the defénsive.. — .

ment of the whole war. "This . was the turning of the struggle. " Lee
" +had shown masterly powers in penetrating ‘so far into the North, .and
now, Philadelphia or Baltimore. would shortiyy be at his merey and all

At~ the /beginning of 1864 we were encamped .at Brandy- Staéion. :

‘.Here on-January 17th a rude log chapel, constructed by our own hands
and roofed with canvass, was opened for. religious service. .Z_G-(-)d\ was
.present with us by his Holy Spirit and un-commonv:seriousne_ss pervaded
our i-egirixent.anii extended to others in the, brigade. I remember with
. gratitude the precious méeetings we

.conversions at almost avery service. Our last communion’ was a mem-
. . Z . . . .
orable oceasion. Our'last prayer meeting was very solemn, when we

‘took.do_wn the canvass roof and on the morrow broke:camp for the'

\ bloodiest campaign of the wa'gf Grant had ' assumed command,:thoﬁéh

+;that good.man Meade was still at the head of the Army. of the Pot:oinac. .

\

[

‘held there might “after night, with
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On the 5th of Vlay we were in the wilderness and participated in the '

skirmishing along the line of battle. Qn the 6(‘,}1‘ Ewell’s trodps, broke
the Third Division of our corps and nearly the.whole night following
the 15th occupird the advanced . posi‘ion they had. held, till théy were

almost isolated from the rest of the army. The situation was hazard- ,

ous and many believed us captured. But here, our chalrlacteristic firm-
ness wis displnyed, and not till ordé;ti; came did we .fall back anc_l come
into the new line. . Bat'in those short pine thickets how many of our:
"gallant brethren ere left dead, while’ others had been borne ‘away
- carrying terrible wounds. On the 8th of May, at sunset on Supday;
occurred the affair at Alsop, in which our brave men were thrust by
Gen. Warren into a position of danger and then left uusupportegquhu.t '
day Gen. Warren failed to reach Spottsylvania Court House, and the~
‘mést terrible fighting we have ever known was in vain to wrest the
position from the grasp of Lee. ~ Then we were skirmishing on the 9th,
10th and 11th of May and losing men for no perceivable gain. - Then
came the 12th of May. - None of us can ever forget the scenes ‘of that
wonderful day. At half-past’three.in the morning we moved toward
" the enemy, and as the sun was rising were sént with our brigade to as-
' .sail the works at Salient point which has become a memorable spot
~from the blood and carnage which surrounded it. It was difficult to |
foree our way through t.e pine thickét, then dash across the open

space under the deadly concentrated fire of the foe. -Other brigades

participated ; but I .épeal'{ only .of our own. IFéW charges of the war"
were more difficult and none more nobly executed. One thousand men
-of our brigade soon lay lifeless on. the ground, but the line swept on.
The 15th dashed through the abattis and into a portion of the rébel '
breastworks, which we stoutly held, driving out the rebels or bayonet-

. ting those who tenaciously held to the -position. We lost.in twenty.” -

minutes more men than in any ennflict-in which we participated during

the'war. We found ourselves alone.. The tenure’ of thel salient was
\brief. On either side the line was broken and enfilading fire from a

long distance swept througi‘i our ranks. The enemy..opened fire ‘from

their inner line of breastworks and unless they were captured too, the
‘salient could not be held.- Accordingly,'the regiment fell back, arnd -
. when the shattered' battalion was gathered, only seventy-five muskets

were counted. Near one-fifth of the regiment lay dead in’ the b\re&ist—‘ .
work or the narrow open. space in front. Numbers crawled away to,

expire in the woods and others were borne ‘to' the -hospital. - No
experience of all our service was so tatal as the half-hour from 10
A M, to half-past. - ) e T . T
Marching and skirmishing followed with occasional losses till the 18t~
‘of June when we reached Cold Harbor and one week of blood and car- -
nage marked our stay. Ob, the horrors of war! how they presssd upon -
us as never before, and we were weary and henrt sick. . How we bur-

rowed in the ground and comuunicated with other regiments by ditches
" sunk deep in the soil.

.Brief if any was the
than ever before.

funeral service and each felt nearer to death

On the night of the 12th came the. glad news to march out of our

We buried dur dead where they-fell in our midst. -

;

B
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trenches, and the regiment was relieved from this horrible place. Seven
days mére biought us to the outer defences of 'Petursburg where we’
were occupied for a month, and July 15th found us in the Shenand ah
Val]ey and repu]smg an assault’ from Early’s men. In an action on
the evening of July 17th we lost sixty-one men in killed and missing.
September 19tk at the battle of Opequan’ we lost fifty men in killed and
wounded. But we saw the rebels flying and Winchestér was captured.
On the 22d Sheridan engaged the enemy at Fisher's Hill and the brigade
took their works, the 15th sho ing undaunted coni‘age. On October
19th, 1864, sixteen years ago this day, was fought the battle of Cedar
Creek. The enemy surprised the army and made an early assault. The
Eighth Corps had their camps filled with the enémy : nd many of the
men bayonetted in their beds before they could be aroused. The
Nineteenth Corps soon gave way and the Sixth received the burden of

~ the terrible onset. -The volleys were terrific and to increase the terrors -
" of the sceue, our artillery as fast as captured were turned upon our

forming ranks. Major Boeman was killed and. many of the best men

- ‘of the regiment slain or 'dreadfully wounded. Our color guard with

three exceptions were all slain. Corporal Mowder fell dead with the
State colors and the rebel seized it from his stiffening ‘band  This was
the only flag we ever lost. It was retaken that night and retnrned next
day by Generals Torbert and Custer. who told us it was no .fault of
ours, but the 15th Lad done its duty. A ,mile and a half from our
camp we halted and formed behind stone wall% till Sheudan at ten

' o’clock rode into our ranks saying, ‘‘ Boys, I w1ll put you back in-your

old camp to-night!” “At four o’clock a general advance ‘was made,
resulting in the repulse of Early and the capture of a large part of his
forces. Two thousand prisoners were taken and forty-five pieces of
cannon, fourteen more than we had lost. Our officers were nearly all

killed or disabled, and scarcely any'nbncommissioned officers were left.

The number mubiered at. I‘lemmgton was now reduced to a mere
handful. . N

. Six weeks later we joined the army before Petersbmg where we
remained until April 2d, 1865, when we participated in the assault and .
capture of the Confederate works. We took part in the pursuit of Lee

" and were plesent at his surrender. We moved down towards Johnson

but his surrender brought us back from the borders of North Carolina.
We proceeded to Alexandria and were discharged at Treuton, July, 1865,
Time allows. us not to dwell upon the. incidents of our stirring mili-

tary career, and I bave named only our punclpal eombats We, would "

dread the necessity of passing again through such an experlence :but

© it is our joy to- day that we served our country ix the day of her need,

and by such costly sacrifices as our regiment made, was our Umon
preservéd. I have recalled something of the past, let us return to thg
duty of the present. It is the duty of us, the survivors, te cherish'the
memory of our fallen. Theysleep their last sleep. Some in Virginia

oil where-they fell, and some within the precincts of the quiet grave-

vards where the bones'of their kindred repose. Theirs is the bed of
honor and of glory. As it lies'in cur power let us yearly scatter roses
on their graves and keep the -sod ever green. \Then let their names °



1

{50 N. 5. REGIMENT RE-UNION, 1

and their deeds not be lost in forgetfu&ness Let us engrave them on
p stone, or bxazeu tablets, or sprint them in books, or speak them to-
youth, whose own patriotism shall be nourished, and when tlie land -
shall néed them too, they will stand in the places of their fathers the
defenders of right and union. _ Let us say these are the noble men who
gave their life in their couutr; s defense, and expired that she mlght
live. Itis our duty to care for one andther. We are brothers. We
have marched together, we have fought together we have. suffered
together ; let the recollections of the past bind us in a true brother-
N hood. I rejoice in the general prosperity of all who are living now,-
who were. members of the 15th. But I keow, if any suﬂer ﬁom
calamity and want, sympathizing hearts will feel for him, and genelous
hands will be outstretched to aid. The government has largely pen-
sioned the maimed and disabled, and has provided something for the
soldiers’ widow and orphan, but there may be many occasions when
kindness and charity may furthsr. solace the hardness of their lot.— It.
is our duty to maintain our patriotism to the last. After all'we have
done, let us not falter to uphold the principles we have avowed. We
were right then when we cried, *‘Our Union must and shall be pre-
gerved.” We are right now if we repeat the same sentiments and
testify our undying love for liberty. .

O, béar in mind, my brethren, there is such a crime as treasou It
is a crime of the darkest dye, and ﬁhe traitor is the most detestable of
men. We have been generous to a vanquished foe. In our exhibition
‘of generosily there was true noblehess on behalf of our nation and
government. Yet wé go too far, if while all their crimes are not °
repented, men who' betrayed their trust and broke their oaths, and
fought against the Union, aud, bloodied their hands with our brothers’
blood, ask the highest positions in the country and are sent abroad our
representatives to foreign governments. Can we trust them better now
and believe they wiil be less ready to betray than in 1860 and '64¢. The -
hydra of secession is not dead. We fought and vanquished.-the soldiers-
of the Confederacy, but the children of those soldiers grown up' are
still more imbittered against the co‘nstitutién and the government and
are thirsting for the hour when they shall be able as they thinkto

. avenge the wrongs of the lost cause. The future is portentious of evil.

- ‘““Eternal vigilauce,” said Jefferson, ‘i the: price of liberty.” An
unyielding spirit of patriotism, a jealous watchfulness over the inter-
ests of our country, the inculcation of right sentimeuts in the hearts of
our youth, the choice of good men ‘to office, who shall rule in the fear
of, God and seek the welfare of the whole land, are demanded, if we
retain for years to come and transmit to other genemtlons the ‘inherit--
ance we received from our forefathers.
toTéﬁiO;;ddt‘;fy to be moral and rehglous men. We have obhgatidns

e Saviour of mankind. ~We have obligations to the souls
of others. Our example in all the wa.lkb of lifé should further piety
:;:il:lndﬂ{:zncslzlrl vhe meet to what is holy and good. The atmosphere
we wlle mplt I\\Iv en we breath it.’ Society should be more holy when
who shall fono“ L?W We may lenve an impress for good upon others

s, and etermt.y alone will dlaclose how much we have
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aecompliéhed for our eountiy, for. our felléw citizens and for the
~kingdom of'Jesus Christ. Ly i

.. Oh, brethren, hearken to me once more. Do you all ]ove the Suvxom
of the Wm]d‘? Shall we meet in'.that blessed, land where pmtmg is

. anknown and rejoice with joy: unspenkable and full of glory ?

‘1 summon you, as in days gone by. to.make a riglit decision mow.’
Chooqe God for your Father, Christ for your Redeemer, and ‘the IIoly
Sp]l‘lt for your comforter and guide. Then shall we, \ybo have ten‘ed
together through years oftoil and conflict dwell eternally in one
socxety, and behold the king of heaven in His beauty and worship and’
adore Him before the eternal throne With a full heart' I ask God
to b,less ‘you and pray that heaven s CbOlLf’ht gifts may be yours for
time and eternity. i .

At the conclu ion of the address three rousing cheers for the (‘haphm
were given. An-old man whose hearing wak somewhat impaired had
crept up close to the speaker and was intently listening to catch every
‘word. It became known that he was John D. chkerson the aged
fathex of three sons who had peushed in the Fifteenth),- -and he was
qulbkly escorted to 4 place of-honor upon-the platform.

Capt. Van Blarcom, ~of Newton, who lost a legat SDottsylvanm mme«'_
forward amid 4 storm of cheérs. He had come here, he' said, not to
speak, but to shake hands with the boys. He lmﬂ seen faces ‘here to-
day that he had not seen in fifteen years and this gathering. proved to
. him that there is no need for a standing army—that the volunteer sol. -
diers are able to fight the battles of the country. He went over the
scenes of the past asking the boys if they recollected this incident and’,
that, and the boys in every ihstance made manifest the fact that-their
recollection was good. Hls remarks was interspersed - with roars of
laughter and with cheers as he graphically explamed the way the regi-
ment got its education in the science of war. Herecalled how the.raw,
undlsuplmed men were trained under the fire at Fredencksburg and
" how they stood on St. Mary’s Heights while the rebels brought tliree
lines of battle against them, and did not know' enough to run. He was
proud t6 be present this day and looked upon it as an eamest of what'

. 'was to come at future re-umons P

.The following letter from Gen. Wm. H. Penrose formerly Colonel of
the reglment; ‘was read and brought out three vigorous cheers :

FORT Missoura, MONTANA 1
’ : June 9bh 1880. }
My DDAR FrIpsp ' — | - : .

Your esteemed letter of May 8hh has Just reached mé, and 1 cannot -
.ip words express the various thoughts and’ feelings it called up. My
mmd wandered back to the first moment when the great honor was con-
ferred upon me of the command of that. noble. gallant body of men. to
, the last moment when I bid them farewell to go to their homes and bus-
iness. Words are inadequate to express my admiration for my old reg-

" iment. - In dlsc]phne they were equal to any regular troops I ever saw
before or since the war, and I have been in the -army from childhood.
In bravery, they may have. been equaled but never excelled. For endu-

. rance and all the other qualifications that go to make up a_ perfect sol-

dier, but few equaled them.” I do not want to he invidious, but the
losses sustained by the regiment attest its special valor. The la.ment_ed ‘

N
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General Meade.czﬂled me back after & review in the Spring of '65, and " .

3 many general officers said to me, *‘ General Penrose, you he'we ‘
:tr:oiist diicigplined brigade in the Army of the Potomde.” A high
compliment; the old 15th was part of that brigade. L

Glad indeed am I that some one has taken up the pen, mightier t'lm.n
the sword, to preserve to history and future genemtlons, even in a limi-
ted way, the part taken by the regiment during the war. I know of no
one more capable of writing a full and complete hlstor:v, than the cgol,v
brave Lieut. Col., Gen’l E. L, Campbell. T trust he will undertake It

Liong ago, had I been East, I would have tried to get up a re-uunion,
not only of the regiment, but the brigade. Old associations of the war
should not be allowed to slumber. ‘It is good tp meet together.” The
military feeling then engendered should be kept alive and handed down
to our childrens’ children. that the bravery, patriotism and self-deuial
of Lheir fathers and fore-fathers bekept alive in their breasts and the
same high p‘.'incif)les inculcated . - o ;

Nothing could possibly give me more pleasure than to be with you all,
but the long d'stance w ich -separates us, and the difficulty of getting
leave during the months when Indian difficulties are most apt to occur,
will in all probability prevent my being present, ‘‘ IN PROPRIA PERSONZ "’
at this, your first meeting. but 1 yvill bé in spirit. Will you do -me the

tavor of letting me know the ddte on which the re-uniou takes place in ..

order that I may express my satisfaction in the movement. One, of
these days I cprraNry will be with you, for I know of nothing that has
given me a keener feeling of pleasurs than that I.am remembered by
old comrades. . o .
‘I'he proudest day of my lifé ‘was when I commanded the 15th, and
ever will bs, no mafter what other commands my military life may give.
me. . L .
Remember me with warmest love to each and every man of my old
Regiment, and believe me. , . E
Most sincs rely your friend,

v Ww. H. PENROSE.

. Capt. and Br'v’t Brig. Gen., U. 8. A,
Jas. 8. McDoe~arp; Esq., Trenton, N. J. T :
A letter from comrade Levi- Runyon, of Co. A, now in the Wé'st;was
also read. ' : ’ o ‘ .
Maj. Davis at this moment unfurled éj’trophy with the remark, ¢ If
anybody thinks we didn’t get near to the rebels, look'here!” at’ the
same time unfurling a Confederate flag, ‘which' Sergeant Larrisoa, of
Co. ., had captured at Spottsylvania, which was quickly recognized._

~ The Major then graphically told the circumstances of its capture, which -

took place at Spottsylvania, May-10th. 1864. ‘ :
Col. Campbell then introdiced to the audience Corporal Jacob Stuti,
. who had also captured a rebel flag at Spottsylvania on the 12th of May.

The audience greeted both Larrison and Stutz with the ‘cl‘ieers they
deseryed. : : ‘ ' ’

Col. Chas. Scranton, who mustered in the regiment, was the next
speaker. He spoke of the noble record of the r_egiment.: Eiiough
nen were furnished to make its w}iqle number 1,781, and when it came
.back to.Trenton there were but a little over 300 left. Mora than 300

fell in battle a1.d by disease, aﬂdﬁuudreds of others were wounded and" -

maimed for life.

Captain Van Blarcom offéred the ’follpwing resolutions réspecting the -

desth of thej

N r former Biigade Commander, the late Gen. A. T. A. Tor-
. bert, : c . ‘

_ At the first re-union of the }}’ifteenth“Regiment, N. J. Volunteers, on.” -

/ N “

N -
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the 19th day of Oetober 1880, at Hackettstown; in the State of New
.Jersey, in view of the untimely death of the late Major General Alfred
T. A..Torbert, who in the war of 1861 commanded the First Brigade,
First Division of the Sixth Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, with
which brigade the Fifteeuth has the ploud honor of having been con.
nected'; therefore it is resolved,

I‘ms'r ‘That the surviving members of said regiment, at such re-uniop
assembled unammously degire to put upon record their great appreci-
ation of the merits of the deceasgd General as an accomplished soldier
and a gentleman, and their profound sorrow at his unfortunate decease.

Secoxp, That we have a lively remembrance of his soldierly qualities
at the review and in the field, of his sol eitious regard for his command
on the march and. in the camp, and above all, of his conspicuous gal-
lantry. and high courrgg in the hour of battle.”

TrirDp, That we are glad that this uceasion gives us the- prlvllege to
recognize that the honors that cluster about the career of the First Bri-

* gade are in great part/owing to the magnificent generalship’ and n-
- spiriting example o1 ‘our late lamented commander.

Fourrn, That a copy of these resolutions be tr ansmxtted to the family
. Of the deceased general, /

The resolutions wer- adopted silently and reverently.

The chairman stated that the object of the re-union was for the  pur-

pose of taking measures to perpetuate the history of the regimlent and
the following resnlutions were offered by General Campbell and passed:’

. Finsy, That provision be made for the preparation and publication of
a complete history of the 15th Regiment, N. J. Volunteers.
Emconp. That a committee  be appointed  to solicit subscriptions
enough to pay for an edition-of 250 copies ; the book not to cost more
than £1 50 at a fair price.

Tairp, That each member be a COHJlnlttce to obtain_ as mauy more

subscriptions as he can.
Fougrm, That Rev. A. A. Haines, Gha,pla.m. is heleby appointed
) Hlstorlan to prepare a complete hlstory of the regiment—to commence
work ay hoon as subsciiptions enough are received to guarantee the cost
of printing an editition ot 250 coples aud to.own the copyright of the
work.
Frrrm, That every member turu over to Chaplmn Haines all the
mater]al in his possession and aid him in every practical way in the
" preparation of the work—he to caleful]y preserve 'md r- turn all papers,
etc., so furnished to him.

It was moved and carried that a history of the deceased ofﬁcers of the
regiment be added. .

It was also resolved to form a pelmanent orgamzatxon a.n the .fol-
-lowing officers were chosen : | :

President—Gen. E. L. Cawpbell.

. Secretary—Adjutant E. D. Halsey.

Treasurer—Chaplain A -A Haines.

VIorrlstOWll and Flemington were nominated for the place of holdmg
‘the re-union next year, but on motion the selectlon was left ta the
- officers and executlve committee, : -

The chaumnn was authorized to appomt an executive comrmttee to
consist of one from each company, and one from the staff. S

A véte of thanks was tendered to Captains McDanolds and. Kline for.
then services in getting up this first re-union of the Fifteenth New. Jer-
sey Volunteers. -The chairman spoke of the great amount of work they

had performed and of the fact that they had paid all the expenses

‘themselvds. Three rousing cheers were given for them.
A
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Shlort speeches were made by Swayzee of Co. F. and others. 7
A resolution of thanks and cheers were given the people of Hacketts-

town for their hospitality, and the meeting broke up with a succession -

of cheers, the last of which was for ** our noble selves.”

THE EVENING. ) . N
At half-past five.o'clock the vetérans and their friends sat down to a '
substantial dinner at the American House, at thé conclusion of which a
number of toasts were offered, which weré responded to in a manner
which awakened he highest pitch of enthusiasm. The toasts and re-
. ‘.

-

spondents were as follows :

¢ Our absent comrades of the Fifteenth—our remembrance and love .
for them is undiminished. Wheréver they are, God bless them.” To
which Adjutant Halsey made a fitting reply.” )

< Qur fallen comrades—more honored than ourselves, in having been
permitted to fall for their country.” Faces sobered and eyes grew
misty as Chaplain Haines recalled remembrances of the glorious dead.
He recalled the fatal 12th of May, 1863, wher 150 men of ths regiment ’
were swept away in a half hour. When their bodies were recovered in
the blouse pocket of nearly every one, was found the little testament
* and hymn book which had been distributeéd among the- men.

“ Qur ctl)mrad‘esv of other regiments ”, was handsomely treated by Capt.
Van Blarcom, who again raised perfect storms of hilarity.

“ The loyal citizens of Warren, Sussex, Morris, Hunterdon and Som-
erset Counties,” was a theme/elt quently discussed by Col. C. H. Valen-
tine.

”

*“ The patriotic ladies of our State” was the toast entrusted to Gen.
Campbell, who paid a wlowing tribute to the loyalty and devotion of
the ladies of the Union. In conclusion he bade the boys a tender fare-
well, saying that it was the crowning honor of his life t@ have had the"
privilege of leading them often into a fight. - -

** The citizen soldiers,” was a topic ably treated by Col. Scranton. '

*‘ The Fifteenth New Tersey,Volunti?ers—last on our tongues to-day,
but ever ﬁrst in our hearts,” was the concluding toast, and the response:
was three ‘cheers so hearty that the foundations of the building shook.

This brought the exercises of the day to a close. A little I_at;ar the -

last hanrllshakings hal been made, the last farewells had been -said, and
the survivors of. the Fifteenth were speeding their various ways, with
the pleasant satisfaction that this day of greeting with their -old com-

rades had been one of the happiestof their lives.

-

'

Norz. 1 : o 7 L
2ad all “'hgzapyx‘m Ha'mes has undertaken the history of the regiment
eésire copies should send in their names either to him at

Hambur .
Wil o Ig’ N J: or to some of the officers of the organization as their
Honly be a limited humber printea. ' -

—
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GOL: CAMPBELL’S OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE BATTLE OF SALEM
/ HEIGHTS.

Heap QuirTers 1578 REciMeNT N. J. VOLUNTEERS, )
Camp Near White Oak Church, Va. May 1ith, 1863.y
SIr.: —In complisnce with circular order from Headquarters 1-t Bri-
~gade just received I have the honor to snbmit the following report :
" 7 My command broke.camp at White Oak Church, Va., on the after-
_noon of Tuesday, April 28th, and marched to the banks of the Rappa- ’
hannock near Frankling Crossing, where it bivouacked until toward
morning, when it was moved to the river and cr wsed in boats. just be-
fore daylight on, the morning of the 29th, taking up a position imme-
diately on the left bank. Remained there until the morning of the 3d
day of April inst., a part of which time was employed in doing out post
duty immediately in place of the evening. L
On the morning of the 8rd inst."I was ordered to the fromt-at about
daybrealt and was assigned to a position in support of a‘battery on the
. extreme -left which was hotly engaging the eneiny. Remained upon’
this duty, taking up various positions and. being part of the time ex-
pose,d to a severe scattering flank fire from the enemy’s line of skirmish-
ers, until the enemy was driven from his position on the heights above
Fredricksburg, and the lines on the left were ordered to retire toward
that place, when I was left in the rear as a support to our retiring skir-

" .. mishers by order of the General commanding division. Everything was

_ brought from ‘the field without difficulty as the enemydid not follow up.
‘After procuring ambulances (to get.which I was compelled to send to
the city of Fredricksburg)and removing the wounded left upon the field
during the rapid movement, T proceeded upon the line .f march of the
corps. 'Arriving some distance out of the city, on the plank- road, 1
learned that the enemy was making stout resistance in front and: that
the 1st brigade were about ‘to engage him . Marching as rapidly as

" practicable; I arrived at thetfront at about 5 o’clock P. M., and without

halting, was immediately ordered by General commanding corps to en-
gnge the enemy on the right of the road in a thick wood, in which the
enemy had taken a position ard effectnally resisted an attempt to dis-
lodge him. ~ My command advanced about one hundred yards through
a dense and in places impassible undergrowth to within nbout thirty
yards of the enemy’s position where it engaged at least four of his regi-
ments; witk, asil am convinced, a terfible effect, but without driving
him from his well chosen position. - Just at dark, my awmmunition being
entirely exhausted, and the enemy’s fire destructive, I retired in good
order, the enemy showing no disposition to follow -1 have the satisfac-
tion of saying for my command, that not a’man left the line of. battle
except the wounded, aud when the rolls were called immediately upon
arriving in the open field, every man ‘was present or properly accounted
for, excep! those who were killed, wounded, or missing in action, the -
latter being but five, and all probably killed or wounded. My wounded
were all.brought off during or after the action except poss:bly the five’

" mentioned above, not found on account of the dense undergrowth of

. bushes. : : . )
Sunday night my. coinmand bivouacked upon the battle field During
the engagement of Monday was assigned to various positions, a part of
the time in support of bitteries, when at night the artillery was or-
dered to rélire toward the river. I was ordered to follow the artillery.
Recrossed the river just before daylight in the morning and went into .

camp on the right bank. On Friday, the 8th inst., marched to my pres-
ent place of encampment. Lo . . ,
i : E. L CampBELL, Lieut. Col. Commanding.
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