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A Message from the New Jersey State Librarian 
 
I am excited that we’ve had so many participants in our summer reading 
programs. I hope you’re finding them a fun way to connect with other 
readers and share your thoughts.  
 
We are grateful to the Bordentown Elks Lodge 2085 Elks National 
Foundation Committee for donating 40 Amazon Echoes for children 
participating in the program this summer. While distribution has been 
delayed, we’re looking forward to helping our younger readers access the 
benefits of a portable speaker.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to let TBBC staff know how they can help you find 
your next read. Helping you find books is one of the fun things we get to do, 
every day! 
 
Be safe and be well. 
 
Thank you, 

Jen 

Jennifer R. Nelson 

New Jersey State Librarian 
 
 

BARD Express Player 
 
The Talking Book and Braille Center (TBBC) is happy to announce that the 
National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) has now 
made their BARD Express Player available for your PC!  
 
With the BARD Express Player, you can listen to any audiobook on your PC! 
 



If you already have BARD Express on your PC, you just need to update it. 
When you open BARD Express, there will be an alert saying “A new version 
of BARD Express is available,” giving you the option to skip, remind you 
later, or to update. Or, when you are in BARD Express, on the top menu 
pick the third option, “Help.” The second item is “Check for updates.”  
 
If you want to download BARD Express on your PC, you can download it 
from this webpage: https://www.loc.gov/nls/how-to-enroll/sign-up-for-
bard-and-bard-mobile/welcome-to-bard-express/  
 
Much like BARD Mobile, the BARD Express Player allows you to adjust the 
narration speed; jump to navigation points such as part, chapter, and 
article; create bookmarks; and much more. You can also create global 
settings for narration speed, auto-play, auto-rewind, and more.  
 
If you are using JAWS and NVDA, you can either use the tab key to move to 
each of the player’s functions or tap a single letter assigned to that 
function. For example, you can type F for fast forward, R for rewind, and B 
for bookmarks. A complete list of commands can be found under the BARD 
Express Help menu. 
 
Scripts are built into the 2024 version of JAWS to optimize the BARD 
Express Player. If you are using JAWS 2022 or 2023, you can download the 
same scripts from the BARD Express page on the NLS website and import 
them into your screen reader.  
 
NLS recommends reading Section 7 of the BARD Express user guide, which 
is dedicated to the BARD Express Player to familiarize yourself with the new 
player. The user guide can be found on the BARD Express page on the NLS 
website at https://www.loc.gov/nls/how-to-enroll/sign-up-for-bard-and-
bard-mobile/welcome-to-bard-express/ 
 
 

Spanish Summer Reading Program 
 
Thanks to the support of the Friends of the Library and the variety of 
activities we delivered to Spanish Summer Reading participants, TBBC was 
more connected with patrons this year. The participants spent time 
virtually discussing Latin authors and personal experiences with our library 
staff. They noted how difficult it can be to put down their Talking Books, 
especially when they find authors and stories mirroring their own lives. 
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Patrons who don’t speak fluent Spanish Language were eager to learn more 
about Latin-American authors and their culture. We offered a list of 
audiobooks originally produced in Spanish and translated into the English 
language. 
 
 

Summer Reading Program for Children and Teens 
 
TBBC is wrapping up another successful Summer Reading Program. This 
year’s theme was “Adventure Begins at Your Library” and it was most 
certainly an adventurous summer! By the end of the program, TBBC will 
have sent by mail 4 different activity packets in large print and braille, if 
requested, to all participants. The packages include booklists, craft ideas, 
activities, and prizes such as wooden snakes, plush stars, sand art, and 
more thanks to the generosity of the Friends of the Library. Additionally, 
special for this year, each participant had the opportunity to receive an 
Amazon Echo Dot thanks to a generous grant from the Bordentown Elks 
Lodge 2085 Elks National Foundation Committee. 
 
We are already looking forward to next summer when things promise to get 
a bit more colorful as we “Color Our World!” In the meantime, if you’d like 
any book suggestions, want books sent to you, or have questions about 
your account and/or how to access any of TBBC’s services, please contact 
us at TBBCYouth@njstatelib.org! And as a reminder, TBBC’s summer 
program is open to any child or teen patron of TBBC! 
 
 

Other Commercial Devices 
 
NLS is doing an excellent job of allowing multiple devices to access 
BARD. Patrons can now use a device that fits their needs while being able to 
enjoy reading books and magazines. 
 
The Alexa smart speaker is a commercial device that NLS is allowing patrons 
to use to download items from BARD. The recent grant from the 
Bordentown Elks Lodge 2085 allowing TBBC to distribute 40 Amazon Echo 
Dot smart speakers brought to light an issue that patrons will need to be 
made aware of. 
 
Working with representatives from NLS as well as the United States Postal 
Service, the post office decided that since access to the BARD program was 
not the prime function of the Alexa smart speaker, TBBC could not send out 

mailto:TBBCYouth@njstatelib.org


the Alexa smart speakers to children in the summer reading program under 
the provision of “Free Matter for the Blind or Handicapped.” 
 
The additional cost to ensure that children in the program receive this gift 
was in the hundreds of dollars. Fortunately for TBBC children, a bequest 
from the estate of Barbara Shalit will enable the children to receive the 
Alexa smart speakers. 
 
This is only a reminder that as NLS opens more opportunities for patrons 
there may be circumstances where postage will need to be paid. 
 
 

Magazines on Cartridges 
 
TBBC has made some changes to the way we distribute our audio magazine 
cartridges. Previously, TBBC relied on distributors to send nationally 
produced magazines to you. These magazines came in a red box and were 
sent from states outside of New Jersey. 
 
Now, those nationally produced magazines will be sent to you directly from 
TBBC in Trenton, New Jersey. These magazine cartridges will be identical to 
the book cartridges that you are used to receiving from us. This change in 
distribution will have no effect on the content of the magazines. 
 
This change will allow for faster check-ins of your returning magazines, 
which should decrease the time it takes for you to receive new issues. 
Our bi-monthly audio catalog, Talking Book Topics, will continue to be 
mailed from outside New Jersey for the time being. 
 
If you have any questions, or would like to subscribe to any audio 
magazines, please give us a call at (800) 792-8322 ext. 0. We can also be 
reached by email at TBBC@njstatelib.org. 
 
 

Registration Open for LEAP iPad and iPhone Classes 
 
Registration is open for the next session of iPad and iPhone accessibility 
classes we are offering as part of the Library Equal Access Program (LEAP).  
 
LEAP is a program sponsored by the New Jersey Department of Human 
Services Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CBVI). LEAP offers 
classes for individuals aged 55 and above, who have a loss of vision. These 
classes teach participants how to use accessibility features available on 

mailto:TBBC@njstatelib.org


iPads and iPhones. These include features like VoiceOver and Siri voice 
commands.  
 
Registration is still available for classes at the following locations:  

• Atlantic City Public Library – Richmond Branch  
• East Brunswick Public Library  
• Ocean County Library – Toms River  
• Talking Book and Braille Center in Trenton  
• Gloucester County Library – Mullica Hill Branch  

 
For more information, or to register, please contact Outreach Librarian 
Stephen Felle by phone at 800-792-8322 x 812 or by email at 
sfelle@njstatelib.org. 
 
 

TBBC’s 13th Annual Golf Classic 
 
The 13th Annual TBBC Golf Classic was another successful fundraising 
charity event held on Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at Makefield Highlands Golf 
Club in Yardley, PA. We credit this success to our sponsors, golfers, staff, 
employees of Makefield Golf Club, and volunteers.  
  
The Friends of the New Jersey Library for the Blind and Handicapped were 
especially gracious to provide two sponsorships at our event this year: The 
Presenting Sponsor and the Lunch Sponsor. The Course Hospitality Sponsor 
was In Memory of Joan O’Rahilly. The Continental Breakfast Sponsor was 
Thomas Edison State University. The Closest to the Pin Sponsor was Costco 
Wholesale, who generously donated a $300 gift card which was used to 
purchase prizes for the event. The Putting Contest Sponsor was NJM 
Insurance Group. Tee Sponsors were NJ Blind Citizens Association, Inc., TC 
Irons Agency, and Lear and Pannepacker, LLC. 
  
Our 42 golfers enjoyed a fun filled day starting with a Continental Breakfast, 
golf and networking, contests, BBQ Buffet Lunch, prizes, awards, and 
auctions. The 23 various donors contributed to the Penny and Silent 
Auctions. At the end of the day, we were very satisfied with the results of 
our fundraiser that profited $5,402.00 and we look forward to next year’s 
14th Annual TBBC Golf Classic. 
 
If you are interested in joining our Golf Committee or would like more 
information about the event, contact Linda Cerce at 1-800-792-8322 ext. 
835 or email lcerce@njstatelib.org. 
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TBBC’s Virtual Book Club: The Perfect Place to Talk About 
Talking Books!  

 
Did you know that TBBC has a monthly Virtual Book Club?  
 
Our book club is a great place to get together with other TBBC patrons and 
discuss some amazing books. We are always looking for new members! 
 
Our Virtual Book Club meets the first Thursday of every month at 1:00 p.m. 
Since the club is virtual, members can join either online using a link that is 
emailed to them, or by calling in over the telephone.  
 
Club members get to vote on the books we read, and every book that we 
feature is available through our library. We also have time at meetings for 
members to talk about other books they have read recently, which is a 
great opportunity to get other reading recommendations.  
 
If you are interested in joining a meeting, please call us at 800-792-8322 
ext. 812 or email us at tbbc@njstatelib.org. 
 
For more information, and for future meeting dates, you can read more 
about our Book Club online at https://www.njstatelib.org/talking-book-
braille-center/tbbcs-virtual-bookclub/ 
 
 

The Friends Need You! 
 
Marie Sawyer here, I’ve been just elected to my second term as president 
of the Friends of the NJ library for the Blind and Handicapped. The Friends 
support programs and projects with the Talking Book and Braille Center. 
 
I have a hard-working, strong board, but I’d like to make it even stronger. 
Please consider joining us. The process is simple, an application and a $10 
check. 
 
There are only two meetings every year one in June and one in December. 
The meetings are conducted on a conference call so you do not have to 
leave the comfort of your home. 
 
There are two ways to get in touch. The first is to send an email to the 
Friends. The email address is Friendsnjlbh@yahoo.com or you may call me 
at 973-777-2006. All inquiries will be responded to in a timely manner. 
 
Think about it. Come join us! 

mailto:tbbc@njstatelib.org
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Beach Reads Summer Book List 
 
Discover your next favorite summer read with our curated list—ideal for 
sun-drenched days and lazy beachside afternoons. All can be mailed on a 
cartridge or downloaded from BARD. 
  
The Last Pirate of New York: A Ghost Ship, a Killer, and the Birth of a 
Gangster Nation DB95726 

By: Rich Cohen Reading time: 6 hours, 13 minutes. 
Biography, True Crime 
 
Narrative about charismatic Albert Hicks, whose maritime Manhattan 
criminal career reached its peak in 1860. But Hicks's plan to rob an oyster 
sloop went awry--the ship was found listing and unmanned in the foggy 
straits of Coney Island--and led to the notorious underworld figure's last 
desperate flight. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2019. 
  
The House on Biscayne Bay DB120474 

By: Chanel Cleeton Reading time: 8 hours, 52 minutes. 
Historical Fiction, Family, Women 
 
"With the Great War finally behind them, thousands of civilians and 
business moguls alike flock to South Florida with their sights set on making 
a fortune. When wealthy industrialist Robert Barnes and his wife, Anna, 
build Marbrisa, a glamorous estate on Biscayne Bay, they become the toast 
of the newly burgeoning society. Anna and Robert appear to have it all, but 
in a town like Miami, appearances can be deceiving, and one scandal can 
change everything. Years later following the tragic death of her parents in 
Havana, Carmen Acosta journeys to Marbrisa, the grand home of her 
estranged older sister, Carolina, and her husband, Asher Wyatt. On the 
surface, the gilded estate looks like paradise, but Carmen quickly learns 
that nothing at Marbrisa is as it seems. The house has a treacherous legacy, 
and Carmen's own life is soon in jeopardy ... unless she can unravel the 
secrets buried beneath the mansion's facade and stop history from 
repeating itself"-- Provided by publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 
  
Sag Harbor: A Novel DB69066 

By: Colson Whitehead Reading time: 12 hours, 3 minutes. 
Growing Up, Family 
 



Long Island, 1985. Upper-middle-class African American teenager Benji 
spends another summer at the beach with his brother and his parents, a 
Manhattan doctor and a lawyer. Benji finds relief from prep school and a 
part-time job, and learns a few lessons on growing up. Strong language. 
2009. 
  
Beach Read DB99724 

By: Emily Henry Reading time: 10 hours, 15 minutes. 
Humor, Bestsellers, Romance 
 
January Andrews is a romance writer who no longer believes in love. 
Augustus Everett is a celebrated literary writer stuck in a rut. When the two 
writers wind up in neighboring beach houses, they decide to try an 
experiment and swap genres. Strong language and some explicit 
descriptions of sex. Commercial audiobook. Bestseller. 2020. 
  
The Verifiers DB107727 

By: Jane Pek Reading time: 11 hours, 48 minutes. 
Humor, Mystery and Detective Stories 
 
Claudia Lin has long ignored her family's expectations. But she also keeps 
secrets, like the fact that she romantically prefers women and has been 
recruited to work for Veracity--a referrals-only online-dating detective 
agency. Claudia thinks she's found her ideal job, but she breaks protocol to 
investigate when a client vanishes. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 2022. 
  
Cloistered: My Years as A Nun DB121047 

By: Catherine Coldstream Reading time: 11 hours, 27 minutes. 
Biography 
 
"An astonishing memoir of twelve years as a contemplative nun in a silent 
monastery. Cloistered takes the reader deep into the hidden world of a 
traditional Carmelite monastery as it approaches the third Millennium and 
tells the story of an intense personal journey into and out of an enclosed 
life of poverty, chastity, and obedience. Finding an apparently perfect world 
at Akenside Priory, in Northumberland, Catherine trusts herself to a group 
of twenty silent women, believing she is trusting herself to God. As the 
beauty and mystery of an ancient way of life enfold her, she surrenders 
herself wholly to its power, quite unaware of the complexity and dangers 
that lie ahead. Cut off from the wider world for decades, the community 
has managed to evade accountability to any authority beyond itself. When 



Sister Catherine realizes that a mesmerizing cult of the personality, with the 
distortions it entails, has replaced the ancient ideal of religious obedience, 
she is faced with a dilemma. Will she submit to this, or will she be forced to 
speak out? An exploration of the limits of trust, Cloistered shows us how far 
youthful idealism can take us along the road of self-surrender, and of how 
much harm is done when institutional flaws go unacknowledged. 
Catherine's honest account of her time in the monastery - and her dramatic 
flight from it - is both a love song to a lost community and an exploration of 
what is most compelling, yet most potentially destructive when closed 
human groups become laws unto themselves"-- Provided by publisher. 
Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 
  
This Summer Will Be Different DB121323 

By: Carley Fortune Reading time: 10 hours, 35 minutes. 
Human Relations, Romance 
 
"Lucy is the tourist vacationing at a beach house on Prince Edward Island. 
Felix is the local who shows her a very good time. The only problem: Lucy 
doesn't know he's her best friend's younger brother. Lucy and Felix's 
chemistry is unreal, but the list of reasons why they need to stay away from 
each other is long, and they vow to never repeat that electric night again. 
It's easier said than done. Each year, Lucy escapes to PEI for a big breath of 
coastal air, fresh oysters and crisp vinho verde with her best friend, Bridget. 
Every visit begins with a long walk on the beach, beneath soaring red cliffs 
and a golden sun. And every visit, Lucy promises herself she won't wind up 
in Felix's bed. Again. If Lucy can't help being drawn to Felix, at least she's 
always kept her heart out of it. When Bridget suddenly flees Toronto a 
week before her wedding, Lucy drops everything to follow her to the island. 
Her mission is to help Bridget through her crisis and resist the one man 
she's never been able to. But Felix's sparkling eyes and flirty quips have 
been replaced with something new, and Lucy's beginning to wonder just 
how safe her heart truly is"-- Provided by publisher. Unrated. Commercial 
audiobook. 
 
The Daughter of Doctor Moreau DB109499 

By: Silvia Moreno-Garcia Reading time: 11 hours, 43 minutes. 
Gothic Fiction, Historical Fiction, Science Fiction, Family 
 
"From the bestselling author of Mexican Gothic and Velvet Was the Night 
comes a dreamy reimagining of The Island of Doctor Moreau set against the 
backdrop of nineteenth-century Mexico. Carlota Moreau: A young woman 



growing up on a distant and luxuriant estate, safe from the conflict and 
strife of the Yucatán peninsula. The only daughter of a researcher who is 
either a genius or a madman. Montgomery Laughton: A melancholic 
overseer with a tragic past and a propensity for alcohol. An outcast who 
assists Dr. Moreau with his experiments, which are financed by the Lizaldes, 
owners of magnificent haciendas and plentiful coffers. The hybrids: The 
fruits of the doctor's labor, destined to blindly obey their creator and 
remain in the shadows. A motley group of part human, part animal 
monstrosities. All of them live in a perfectly balanced and static world, 
which is jolted by the abrupt arrival of Eduardo Lizalde, the charming and 
careless son of Dr. Moreau's patron, who will unwittingly begin a dangerous 
chain reaction. For Moreau keeps secrets, Carlota has questions, and, in the 
sweltering heat of the jungle, passions may ignite." -- Provided by publisher. 
Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 
  
The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store: A Novel DB115655 

By: James McBride Reading time: 12 hours, 24 minutes. 
Historical Fiction, Disability, Bestsellers 
 
"In 1972, when workers in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, were digging the 
foundations for a new development, the last thing they expected to find 
was a skeleton at the bottom of a well. Who the skeleton was and how it 
got there were two of the long-held secrets kept by the residents of 
Chicken Hill, the dilapidated neighborhood where immigrant Jews and 
African Americans lived side by side and shared ambitions and sorrows. 
Chicken Hill was where Moshe and Chona Ludlow lived when Moshe 
integrated his theater and where Chona ran the Heaven and Earth Grocery 
Store. When the state came looking for a deaf boy to institutionalize him, it 
was Chona and Nate Timblin, the Black janitor at Moshe’s theater and the 
unofficial leader of the Black community on Chicken Hill, who worked 
together to keep the boy safe. As these characters’ stories overlap and 
deepen, it becomes clear how much the people who live on the margins of 
white, Christian America struggle and what they must do to survive. When 
the truth is finally revealed about what happened on Chicken Hill and the 
part the town’s white establishment played in it, McBride shows us that 
even in dark times, it is love and community—heaven and earth—that 
sustain us." -- Provided by publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 
Bestseller. 
  
If It Makes You Happy DB97410 

By: Claire Kann Reading time: 10 hours, 20 minutes. 



Human Relations, LGBTQ+, Young Adult, Romance 
 
While spending the summer helping her granny at her diner in the small 
town of Misty Haven, Winnie is suddenly (and much to her surprise) 
crowned Summer Queen. Now she has to balance her new responsibilities 
with her previous plans. Some strong language. For senior high and older 
readers. 2019 

  
Lies and Weddings: A Novel DB121631 

By: Kevin Kwan Reading time: 15 hours, 10 minutes. 
Human Relations, Family 
 
"Rufus Leung Gresham, future Earl of Greshambury and son of a former 
Hong Kong supermodel has a problem: the legendary Gresham Trust has 
been depleted by decades of profligate spending, and behind all the 
magazine covers and Instagram stories depict impeccably designed manors 
and shiny new yachts, the secret reality holds nothing more than a 
gargantuan mountain of debt. The only solution, put forth by Rufus's 
scheming mother, is for Rufus to attend his sister's wedding at a luxury eco-
resort, a veritable who's-who of sultans, barons, and oligarchs, and seduce 
a woman with money. Should he marry Solène de Courcy, a French hotel 
heiress with honey blond tresses and a royal bloodline? Should he pursue 
Martha Dung, the tattooed venture capital genius who passes out billions 
like lollipops? Or should he follow his heart, betray his family, squander his 
legacy, and finally confess his love to the literal girl next door, the humble 
daughter of a doctor, Eden Tong? When a volcanic eruption burns through 
the nuptials and a hot mic exposes a secret tryst, the Gresham family plans-
-and their reputation--go up in flames. Can the once-great dukedom rise 
from the ashes? Or will a secret tragedy, hidden for two decades, reveal a 
shocking twist? In a globetrotting tale that takes us from the black sand 
beaches of Hawaii to the skies of Marrakech, from the glitzy bachelor pads 
of Los Angeles to the inner sanctums of England's oldest family estates, 
Kevin Kwan unfurls a juicy, hilarious, sophisticated and thrillingly plotted 
story of love, money, murder, sex, and the lies we tell about them all"-- 
Provided by publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 
 
 
Vision: A Memoir of Blindness and Justice DB122023 

By: David S Tatel Reading time: 10 hours, 22 minutes. 
Biography of Persons with Disabilities, Disability, U.S. History 
 



"A memoir by one of America’s most accomplished public servants and 
legal thinkers—who spent years denying and working around his blindness, 
before finally embracing it as an essential part of his identity. David Tatel 
has served nearly 30 years on America’s second highest court, the United 
States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, where many of our most crucial 
cases are resolved—or teed up for the Supreme Court. He has championed 
equal justice for his entire adult life; decided landmark environmental and 
voting cases; and embodied the ideal of what a great judge should be. Yet 
he has been blind for the past 50 of his 80-plus years. Initially, he depended 
upon aides to read texts to him, and more recently, a suite of hi-tech 
solutions has allowed him to listen to reams of documents at high speeds. 
At first, he tried to hide his deteriorating vision, and for years, he denied 
that it had any impact on his career. Only recently, partly thanks to his first-
ever guide dog, Vixen, has he come to fully accept his blindness and the 
role it's played in his personal and professional lives. His story of fighting for 
justice over many decades, with and without eyesight, is an inspiration to 
us all."-- Goodreads. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 
  
Jackal: A Novel DB110609 

By: Erin E Adams Reading time: 10 hours, 35 minutes. 
Suspense Fiction, Mystery and Detective Stories, Horror Fiction 
 
"It’s watching. Liz Rocher is coming home reluctantly. As a Black woman, Liz 
doesn’t exactly have fond memories of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, a 
predominantly white town. But her best friend is getting married, so she 
braces herself for a weekend of awkward, passive-aggressive reunions. Liz 
has grown, though; she can handle whatever awaits her. But on the day of 
the wedding, somewhere between dancing and dessert, the couple’s 
daughter, Caroline, disappears—and the only thing left behind is a piece of 
white fabric covered in blood. It’s taking. As a frantic search begins, with 
the police combing the trees for Caroline, Liz is the only one who notices a 
pattern: A summer night. A missing girl. A party in the woods. She’s seen 
this before. Keisha Woodson, the only other Black girl in Liz’s high school, 
walked into the woods with a mysterious man and was later found with her 
chest cavity ripped open and her heart removed. Liz shudders at the 
thought that it could have been her, and now, with Caroline missing, it can’t 
be a coincidence. As Liz starts to dig through the town’s history, she 
uncovers a horrifying secret about the place she once called home. Children 
have been going missing in these woods for years. All of them Black. All of 
them girls. It’s your turn. With the evil in the forest creeping closer, Liz 
knows what she must do: find Caroline, or be entirely consumed by the 



darkness." -- Provided by publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. For 
senior high and older readers. 
  
The Mango Tree: A Memoir of Fruit, Florida, and Felony DB120533 

By; Annabelle Tometich Reading time: 11 hours, 0 minutes. 
Geography, Biography 
 
"When journalist Annabelle Tometich picks up the phone one June 
morning, she isn’t expecting a collect call from an inmate at the Lee County 
Jail. And when she accepts, she certainly isn’t prepared to hear her 
mother’s voice on the other end of the line. However, explaining the 
situation to her younger siblings afterwards was easy; all she had to say 
was, “Mom shot at some guy. He was messing with her mangoes.” They 
immediately understood. Answering the questions of the breaking-news 
reported at the same newspaper where Annabelle worked as a restaurant 
critic proved more difficult. Annabelle decided to go with a variation of the 
truth: it was complicated. So begins The Mango Tree, a poignant and 
deceptively entertaining memoir of growing up as a mixed-race Filipina 
“nobody” in suburban Florida as Annabelle traces the roots of her 
upbringing all the while reckoning with her erratic father’s untimely death 
in a Fort Myers motel, her fiery mother’s bitter yearning for the country she 
left behind, and her own journey in the pursuit of belonging. With clear-
eyed compassion and piercing honesty, The Mango Tree is a family saga 
that navigates the tangled branches of Annabelle’s life, from her childhood 
days in an overflowing house flooded by balikbayan boxes, vegetation, and 
juicy mangoes, to her winding path from medical school hopeful to 
restaurant critic. It is a love letter to her fellow Filipino Americans, her lost 
younger self, and the beloved fruit tree at the heart of her family. But 
above all, it is an ode to Annabelle’s hot-blooded, whip-smart mother 
Josefina, a woman who made a life and a home of her own, and without 
whom Annabelle would not have herself."-- Goodreads. Unrated. 
Commercial audiobook. 
  
The Paris Novel DB120876 

By: Ruth Reichl Reading time: 9 hours, 29 minutes. 
Women, General 
 
"When her estranged mother dies, Stella is left with an unusual inheritance: 
a one-way plane ticket and a note reading "Go to Paris." But Stella is hardly 
cut out for adventure; a childhood trauma, and her mother's negligent 
parenting style, have kept her strictly confined to her comfort zone, even in 



adulthood. When her boss encourages her to time off, Stella resigns herself 
to honor her mother's wishes, even if a spontaneous trip to Paris is the last 
thing she wants. Even in a new city, Stella can't help but fall into old habits, 
living cautiously and frugally. But one day, she stumbles across a 
consignment store and tries on a fabulous vintage dress. The shopkeeper 
allows her to borrow it for the day if she goes on an adventure. So Stella 
decides to treat herself to oysters and wine for lunch, where she has a 
chance encounter with a dapper octogenarian art collector, Jules. He 
immediately recognizes Stella needs a proper introduction to the magical 
side of Paris and takes her under his wing. Amid decadent meals and 
encounters with a veritable who's who of the 1980s Paris art and culinary 
worlds, Stella begins to understand what it might mean to live a bigger life. 
As weeks pass, Stella ends up living at the bookstore Shakespeare and 
Company as a "tumbleweed," uncovering a hundred-year-old art mystery, 
and unlocking a passion for food that may be connected to her past, and 
the true reason she has been sent to Paris. A feast for the senses, this novel 
is a testament to what it means to live deliciously: to be authentic, to 
embrace adventure, and to find a home in the last place you might expect"-
- Provided by publisher. Unrated. Commercial audiobook. 
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