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~his is a· p~blic hearing 

(;~llcd. on Senate Gill 245, entitled "i\.I\ Act to reeulate the s:1le 

and. dispensing of gasoline or ot~cr inflam.:-nJ.ble liqJ.id at retail 

filling r.nd service sta tlons a."'ld providing penal ties for violations.'~ 

This is· a short bill, not involved, but we want to give 

yoJ. the opportu:-1i ty to be he a. rd. Ne 511ggest that the hearing be 

confined to the period of one hour. So far, vt·e have threa pro-

p~nent.s and three o_p;>oLcnts. That would ba six speakers at the 

:-;1o:::cr..t, so 1,r:e can allo·n you about eight winutes. I think at the 

Gonclilsio:l of that tic:.o, unless there are some other spe2.kers, 

we ~vill indica t<a ··~Jhon t~c ti:-:.G is up, and unless the Com:ni ttea 

feels a ~ebuttal is necessary ~e will confine ourselves to the 

original presentation. So if you. anticipate any rebuttal, you 

:nay include it in yo :JI' original presentation. 

I believe t.:1e first ono to register with us is 

John Dressler, l:ew Jersey Gasoline H.et~lers Association. 

~r. Chair~an, my n~e is John Dres~ler, 

of 21 f~ast Sido Aven:.le, Fddgc~vood, Nevv Jersey. I represent the 

hew Jcrse.f Gasoline Retailers Association.- Inc., as President a.'1d 

Excc~1tiva Secretary. 

;·;e urco you. to pass s~~n:l te Bill //2i~S to prohibit self-

ocrvic0 stations becd,.lS~ we beliov\,) solf service to be a fir~ 

h:-izard. Our greo.t colicern is that if' self-servicG is per.ni tted to 

continue we will sooner or l~i.ter have a catastrop~'e that will ca:.1se 

____ _,__..,.._. .... ______ - ·--.-- ..... - ·---------..--,...-~-~--------------
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gove~~~ent to overre5ulate our industry. 

011r industr-J cp3r2..tin~; on an attendant-service basis h~s 

cstablis·;;ed a s:.!i'ety rsc,:Jrd i:.O b0 proud of, considering t~e 

r:.:1 ture of the pr.JJilct wo ha.:~dle. '/·Jo are convinced that this 

racord will b0 ;narrad if self-service is per:nittcd. 

Cur State Labor Cou:nissioLor has declared ol.lr indi.lstry a 

hazardous one and foroids the employment. of anyone under eie;h teen 

years of ago. He :rrust t'1 ink it verJ hazar :o:.1s ~tl en we consider 

t:12.. t a boy of seve.:1 teen c ;1n se;.::Ltre :J. per.lii t to h.'J.ndle dyna.Ili te. 

The State also :ulor:s a boy of' seventeen to secure a driver's 

license; obvio:.lsly the St:.:.t8 b8lievcs that h.1.ndling gasoline is 

more da.11gerous t1an hanJling dyna.'ai te or drivint; a car. Sho·c.1ld 

v~ra therefore allow ar1y Tom, Dick or Harry to handlo gasoline? 

If wa jl.lst stop anj check our person.~.il habits v;e will 

re-3.lize why it is d3..,g0ro ilS to allow· nusto:ners to serve the:rrscl ves. 

'I'ho average motorist will buy g.:1soline once a week. He c;mnot 

therefore .ba conscious of the dangers of handling gasolir .. e and 

he will pro bG.bly not be handy wi t!-1 rrt3 c.}} ani cal equ.ipment. "Add to 

this the pos~ibili ty that, he m3.y be rushing to work, or ho:ne, he 

:;rJ .. y r.ave a problc~':l on his mir:d, or any one of a million diverting 

influences, .::..'1i he is very apt to get o~t of th~ car witl-t a cigar 

or cigarette in '-lis ~ard :.nd start pumping E;asoline. ;,iO\Y we haw:: 

I 
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tho .:1akin..r;s of a serious accident. Stl.re, Y,OLt can put up uNo S.:1oking" 

signs. They have 11 No Sm.ov.inen signs in b.lse$. :1nd trains,. and yet 
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1h~~ stata:~ont -.:ray be .:n:1de that only g~soline retailers 

associ~tions are opposcj to self service. Th~~ is not true. 

:i!1~ follo~·;i;:g st:1tcs prohibited self servi·~~e witho~t any req:.1ests 

froa dealer as~ociatio~s; in f~ct, most of these St~tes prohi~ited 

self service even bofore the pr~!sent W.3.VG of that kind of uarketing. 

I.LLINCI::.,_ State Cede: No person o·cher than the service 

sta.tion owr1er or an au t~1orized e:nployca shall use or operate any 

.aotor fu~l dispensing cq~ip:uent at any service stJ.tion. 

!t~DII~NA- St..J.te Coda: t~o person other tha.'t"l the service 

station o-.·mer or a.~ aut.~orizod en:;::>loyee shall use or operate a.'"ly 

motor f~Gl dispensin;; eauip:;:e:'lt at r:my service station. 

r.·:.Arr·.;~- Insurance Co::Dliscione r 1 s Rule 46: No person ot~er 

than the service st.J.tion Oivner, operator, or a..""l aut..i.orized 

employee sh~ll use or operate any motor fuel dispensi;~ equipment 

at c.r1y ser·vico st~ti::>~ t.lnlcss s~ch motor fuel dispensing equip:nent 

is of a ;nGtcred type approved by the commissioner• 

."·ECTIGAN- St~te regulations cover all municipalities in t.i.e 

St.J.ta. 

~I!<I·;SS::JTA- Insur:::~ce j)ivision, Department of· Commerce: Self 

eel"'Vice is to t~ prohibited under rules o.nd rogulatior.s being 

pror..-:ulg3. tod for inf'larJmJ.ble liquids und.er t.~e G·::>vernor' s Firo 

Pr0vcmtioa Confarcnce. 'I'his is to ba a State Code
0 

'l'h0 city of .:.iinna~polis does not have an ordinance pro-

h:i..bi ting self service. \. 
i-fJ'{le·.;or, sho;.ld this situation arise we have 

____________ ,1 
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occu infor:~cd thz:l't, an orjina.Lco ~·:o-lld be passed pro!!.i'oi tine t~is 

type 

In St. Pai.ll solf-scrvic3 is r.ot prohibited at present. 

There arc no 8Uch inst..illations in eit~er city. Ho~·;over, shottld 

' ·-
a par~it bG · r~qu0~ted f:J1' th:i.s type ~<~: ~t~ition it ·:~ou.ld be denied. 

o:i'IO- l•fo device for s.:;lf Servic8 shall t-e pe r.ni tted •••• 

1'1o parson ot;.~er than tho service station ow·ner or an aut~crized 

cm_9loyee shall use or operate any motor fuel dispcnsi~g equipilleat 

at a.-1y servic9 statio:l. 

?SN~·JSZ J)!AI:~~A - Pumps, dra:wine-off an.:i :UC:J.Si.lri:1g dovi:::es shall 

be operat.ed only CJ t''1e o·::nor or by mn!)loyces or paid attendants. 

:Lar~ 1, l9h6) .Sec. 12'7-3-47. No self ser·vice per.~itt·~d. No 

person other tl:lan the; r; .. n···vice station ovvner, operator, or au 

authorized ~ploy~e s~all use or operate any :notor fu8l dispensir~ 

cquip:n.ont at any ssrvi~e st:1tion. 

l,hose aro the States -rho aro mnning self service. 

~ohoku.s passei a ban a.bo~t two yaars ago and Hasbrouck Heigh-its 

passed "it abo:1t a :nonth .:.go. 

~\e ad:::dt there z:tre so:~ careless d~alers, bat let's cox?.1re 

briefly the t·:;o typ.3 ~ of operation: 

:.\ t.tendC!.Ilt-Jpcrat~d: Gwners a:r.d attonda.n ts o.ttand tr~1inir.6 

schools, safety le ct~lres and safuty fil:ns shoun by wholo sale 

suppliers. fie has V1c rules constantly drilled. in~ him of no 
'· 

·----,- ... ---- .............. -------~-~-~--------~~--·...-----~·-----·-------- ---..-,.--....-~__,....,.------.,-------.... --------.----..-~---...-----~-.....------------·-----~------~-- ~ 



business, sine:) c:.:.r13les;3 ·O~or~tors do not cnco\.lrage motorists to 

in fi:ra hazard. 

Self-service optsl~at..;.::: Gas olin~.:! servo d. by :.1otori ots who 

cquip:nont, a .fer; of rl:o."l ar;: pr~b~bly half wits, docropit, and 

At self sorvi-:!e stations thera wo;1ld be as many as 10 or lS 

poopla serving thc:'llselvcs at one ti:ne and if a f'ira start8d, it 

wo\.J.ld probably start with ~'1 explosion, tha noise of mien would 

run witho~t even shJ.ttLYlg off tho pu:np. 

l ask you to look at the picture of tho service station o~ 

fire in 'l'olleson, Arizona, ar~d then visuali2e what wo:.1ld happen 

in a c~or;ded self-service station. We believe it would add up to 

catastrophe. 

·;\·e waited for thd Cocoa."lu t Grove fire in Boston, il1 'tio:lch 

several hundr~d liv0s were lost bafora r:o realizad that ovorcro;7ding 

and conf0tti an.:i streo.~ors could a.dd up to disaster. Must Yie \\1ai t 

for a disaster (;afore '!;e stop self service? 

oy ~,e Camden co·~~ty Fire C.~iefs* Association, clso a picture of a 

station on fire, to illustrat~ what could taka place in a station 
\.. 

crowded with self-served illOtorists, a copy or a no·r.rspaper report of 
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1arch 26, 1949, anj a copy of a newspaper account of the fire in 

a.'J.d a c0py of nTh0 G:1solin0 Rotailer, n Ua.rch 16, 1949. 

The article in 'l'ho Gasoline Retailer i.."ldicates that all 

branch0s of"tne petroleu,::t indllstry are opposed to seli'-sarvica 

stations. 

In closinr;, we .again war1t to ur~a you to ba."l self-ser11ice 

stations in tha Stato in tha interasts of safety. 

:; ! have here a letter addr~s~cd to Senator Br-J.ce A. tia.llace 

which I ~ authorized to read here: 

"Dear Scr~tor: 

rtThe Cax..den County Fire Chiefs• Association 

has gone on record as being against the use of self-

se~~ice gasoline st~tions in C~1den Co~~ty. 

nrt is th0 thou.ght of the asso~iation that it might 

be possible for tho Stat~ Legislatu.r'~ to have a bill pG.ssed 

prohibiting them anrahore in the State • 
• 

ur talked to O;.J.r mu.tu3.l. friend Mr. Rayrztond. ;;heeler 

of Haddonfield and he suggested that I write yo~ a':>o".lt t1 is. 

uour AeGocio.tion feels thJ.t ~his type of seririce 

stati~~n is a Ve!"'J dcfini t" hazard for st:vcr:ll reasons. So:ne 

or the reasons arc: 
\. 

It woul:.i pe r-::1i t ~in·~~s to xet g:1solina. 
It would maka it easy for arsonists_to g~t fuel. 
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1no avera~~ motorist not f~ili~r with the lethaL 
(t.l.:1litiGs of C3.:olin:::! c.:~uld c;:u.se a anjor fire by 
s~oldn3 whilo f'illil1;~ their tanl:. 
~ho i~obriat0d ~otorist Tiould be a pot~~ti~l cause 
for· firo. 
SDillv:ors ~ ... ~ould undoubtodly incr(!aso. 
,. :- ~ ,~ ~.-~.-,. ::- J-',..,"' ·· ...,.;. ~t-t '""· IC" i'"~''ht p_....vj d~ I"'.: ro .. n..~,..o.~ ~u .. ~ .... o ... '-'·•'--SO . ..;u._ .... -.~nu :n r..·' .. v . \:J .1. 

ext:i.nt~uish0rs t~e ::..vcrv_go motorist is not fa."niliar 
wi tn the operation of "t,1.c:n. · 

in h~ving s~ch a bi~ p~ssed 

J.. 

will be appreciated by us and a 

definite service to all citizcnso 

You.rs tru.ly, 

(C.;;. pt. HLls5el 11. Hunt, :_~ocretar:r, 
C~dc~ County Fire Ghiefn' Association 
Fire Hsadquartcrs 
H.:;.dd.-onfield, New JerSCJ'. n_: 

No-.~·, gentla:;1an, I have hero the releases, the reprints 

from. t~c paper. I wo:.1ld j'J.st like to read ~""le one telling us 

ho';V firas of ~,is kind ::night take pl-1ce.. J.nis i~ a reprint of 

the o.rticle in tt·1e l'lainfi eld. Co;;.rier i'~ews of l.farch 26, 1949. 

s;:;:~rA'I'-JF.. HAr~D: Is that a lengthy reprint? 

D~:~ss.s :.R: l!o, it is a short article. I will cut it 

short. 

Yo..rr time is U!). 

::'ell, I have it in the brief. Sappose I le.ava 

the brief ri th you? 

S~~:~ATO:-?. '-!A!·!D: Will you loava the copy of the brief with 

.:.lias Bro:':n., the secretary. "Vio nrill read the repri~t sines you 

have that incorporated. \. 

-7 
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:--~-. 

8 

:J.ay I. add ono more 

I s0nt a telegra;-:1 to Los Angeles because I 

fcl t they wcr0 closer to this whole picture than w0, and I asked 

t~o Dc:!rd. of rire Co:~i~sionor:; of Los Anzc:lc.s for infor::1ation, 

a::d t:1ey replied: nsr::lf servica au.t.o filling stations prohibited 

i:"l City of Los fi.ngeles by ordin.a:ice 93781 adopted Seprombcr 13th 

last. This Cozwiasion resards the~ ~s hazardous~" lhis telegram 

w:.s as t~f y0stcrd:.1y. 

S61JAT:JR H.i\ND: Does California pr-..:>hibit tharr? 

l!R. DR:~;SSLr~R: The Sta.te law I understand does not but 

the Gi ty of Los Aneeles does. 

S::.NATOit. HAi~D: The next speaker is Ch.arl0s H. Bunn, Jr., 

of the Sta.11d:1rd Oil Development Co:-apany, Elizab~th, New .Jersey: 

:<Lit. D!J~~lh ;..s.y nru:& is Charles r!. Bunn. I an a.."'l enzinecr 

with tha Standard Oil Development Company ~~i have been working 

Ol'l petrJlcu.::s ha.z.::.rds as an engine or for 30 yeo.rs, specializing 

l.n firo protection v:or..<. !n additionJ I have been a ::1cnber of 

of self ser,rico.. Or...;) of those cc.umi tteos is the Ce..'1tral Co;:r:litteo 

O!l Firo ?rotcction of th3 A:.:erican l>otroleum Institute and the 

other is the lnfl~ur1.bl~ LiQuids Co:ur:1i ttae o.f the tJational Fire 

Protection Assocla tion. 'iho first is, of c:Jurse, tha Petroleum 

association ar.d. th::J second is the general a.snociation with ma.."ly 

other indust:'ies and fire insurance agencies interested a."ld 
\. 

involved in othor "."'i0rk. Both of those CO!:l.'llittees, and in turn the 

------..----------~~---,.--..--~..-.---:: .. --.. ~------~~---- -~--- ··----- --~----------------
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associ:lt.ions ·dnich they ropr,:;sent, have sienificd th.eir cppositio!:1 
"· 

to $.;;lf-servico statio!ls on the ::;ro1..md of safety. 'l~'lat requires 

2.. quQl.'i.fiCJ.tion in the:; case of tho N-ational Fira Protection Asso-
. - -• ... -=-. · .. : . '· cia.t:ion. ·rho Lssoci:::tior: hn.s not yet met to vote on that b~t I 

think it is S:lfe to cay they ~:ill • The cc.;:ni ttee • s reco:-xat:ndat.ions 
• .. 1... 

~nd. tha Association meets in ~3y, at which 

it will cone up for a vot~. 

The ?etrolou:n. Insti tu.te not only has th~ opinion of its 

C8ntral Co~ittce on Fira P~~toction but also a resolution passed 

by thoir B0ard of Directors acainst self service. I would like to 

bo a little more specific o~ their position abo~t self scrvica. 

Let's divide self sorvicc into three categories; First is the type 

of otation r.1ost h.azard.o:.Ls, whcra 1r1e have no attendant ~natsoev}r. 

'l.'hat is made possible by the coin-oparated p~mp, of v.rhich there 

arz few in existence ~t this ti::1c. They are not b·~yond tha 

experiment stage and I don't h~lieve t~ere are a dozen in the 

col.4'1.'trJ. There ara only t~o in the East that I know of, bit if 

ap?rbvod they will undoubtedly spread. ?neir object is of course 

to fur::;ish gasoline at ti~es when no operc.tor is present Oi." 'tho 

st~tion is clos0d, ani a~yone cun buy gasolins by ~erely insertinG coin~ 

in the rcoc~2..'1is:n. of t7le pu.;~p. Tha second category is w':1Gre you do 

Th2.t typ3 of station is illustr~tcd by the large nu;nbar of statior;.s 

. . . -. . ....•• -' .. l" 
~-------~-~_.......--,_.....,~..,..--_,..-.,....__.,,,.a ____ -......, ___ "....,._,_,_._,. __ ~·-~--.. -·--·--,.... • --~···--~~->--,.-..-,.--------~-~---~·-------' 
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· .... · :1:--:a~11y "".L~r.r.o, ani thi.F' have a lot of ~:..L"n.os with one 5 L: vl.OI:S, -- ---- _ " J:' 

csntr2l ~o~trcl m~1 ~nd a g~oup of c~shiers who do not do any 

.::.ctual s~;,;or-vision - just ~o a.r.:;und and collact the r:l:Jn-::y fro.:n 

In rr:.a'1y c.:::Jes thozo cn.shi ers are your~g l.o.dies. 

So:u eti r;:(; s t.hcy ::1ou..-: t them en ro llc r skat 8 3 ard pu. t kilts on t ha11. 

':'ha.t; i:J you.r su.pc:rvision for tha.t typu of sorvice. 

Tho t~1i rd. class of solf s~n·vice is whe:ro you do ha:ve a f.sir 

dezroo ·of suporv·:I sicn anl -~/lor-.) there are some attend.1.nts - not as 

r.12ny as at t~e O:i."'dir.ary C:)r.:-JC..'1tion::J. ty_pc of service station- but 

Vihcr.a the attendant comes to the pwnp, unlocks the p~p, and sees 

c~ch c·.1stomor. Ro sees w:1ether he is deJ.ling wit.~ a child or 

\':~ether he is dealing wi ti-t u m~"l s::1oki:cg or inebriated or otherwise 

inco::u~x~tant. If he cor..sidcrs hm co~npetent, he unlocks the p·u:np, 

star-ts the filling oporation, ::-illd goes to the rJ3xt custo:r.ar, and 

ho has t:.o corc.e back for t~:o ca~;'h after the operation is c~pleted. 

i'~o:: to th of the sa .associati.)ns to v~hom I r~for have come 

out ciofinitoly :;..zai.'1st t!-1.0 fir.st t.n·o ca tccories o.f stations I 

prcbabl~r is not no h.:.zar-Jous as the first t-r.-o. The trouble is to 

try to cot adequate ;;u.p_:):rvisic"-1 over thosa attendants. I.r that, 

SUiJ3l""'Jicion is rc3.lly adcqu.:;.ta - :J.t is difficult to define it 

by saylnz th-::1 t each custo~-=-~e r ~I!U3t ba m.c·t and the pu .. mp unlocked 

fo2· t!'l.:.t corvice. In t~at c:-;.8'3 we sco no objection to the use of 

self service, but that h~ll req~ir0 policing. You will· have to 
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.:::::.kr:; sure, if you s·'1oul:l p . .:n~~i t it to th:1t degrae, of a pro;er 

dc.:;rea of sJ.porv·ision ai"ld that cont2.ct m th the cu.stoi"W r is !:!3.in-

./ · ~ '"' "'. • · 1" 1" o.L" ~ c·· n • T_,. o.·:o·~l·d, I !l.,.., a-r_"'ra.i -~.. ,... ::. ".z~nca., ..-~:L.l - ~ ·;tl. .1. requ. ra p ;. J. .. ~:.. \1 •• .... ~ ~., v.:; 

very e~sy to slip ovor into c~1tezory 2, whero yc;u. have inadec;_i.l3.te 

S"..l?Orvision of the fuelL"'lg operati 0:1 by custo:nera. It is perhaps 

unfair to legislate salf scrvic~ onti~ely out, because in 

ColiforGia, ·where most of th~se :.1elf-service station;; h::1ve spr..tng 

u~, they have ~ot h~d a baj fir3 record~ ~o far as I know, up to 

d.:.te t1cr0 has been no s..;rim.:.s fire or acciden:t. :;..--aong those 

stations b~t perhaps that ie d~e so~e~~at to the fact that thsr 

t.re being very carefu.l of t'heir operation. Thny kno7r they are 

u..~d0r su!fcill::::.."1ce; they knov1 they aro being watched, a.n·1 t1ey 

h.:1ve ooen quite car~ful. ! hope vro ·will see the sa.-ae de~roe of 

cZ!.r-.3 ~ainto.ined. I tnink yo•J. should consider very carefully 

whot>u~r you want t.o ·let yourselves in for a policing proble:.1, 

which r.ill have to be done if you w2..nt to maintain safe CC>ndi tio::J.s 

with the oper;1tion of even that lim.itied c~t0gory of self-service 

station. 

SENATOR HA.ND: Do yo•l fa.vo .r S-245 as drafted? 

T do:1
1 t think ne havd the right to lo~~islZlta 

out that thii~ class until thGy have had a ch~~ce to operata. It 

loot:s as t 110J.gh it v;ould bo a li·ctlo hard on co~p~tition. It is 

going to h:1 difiic;.llt to hold then to t,_..1~t third class providied 

you leave that loophole. \. 
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Of tha nu::11x:1r of self operati..r-:g zervice 

Btations, ho~ mo.-'1y no·.-: wo:.1ld co~~ unC.er the third C·::t t8go.ry? 

ii?.. D: . .H·;!~: I would t~ ink, V~a gre3.ter pa rto Practically 

nom in category 1 - very few. I t."-link probably better than 

fifty per cent of tho;u vr:)uld corr:a in the classification of 

inadequate supervision and proba.bly less than fift;y ~r cent where 

there is better supervision. There are some that have adeqllate 

supGrvision. ~~e over-all fire record indicates up to date that 

it is not too oad. 

In t.hi~ t'1ird classific;;.tion, that ~neans 

pr~ctica.lly havinc an attendant at each pump? 

:.JR. DUNN: No, one attendant wo~.W have eight or nine pumps 

to contr--:>1. 

S;:~\!J..TOR A}tlJ.STBOlJG: He unlocks the pillllp, then eoes to someone 

else? 

~ost.of these stations are large ones vdth m&'1y 

What happens. 'i.ri th regard to .fire prevention 

.. ,:he!1 he goes to other pur:ps? 

That is t1e real hazard. I.f some body s:noke s--

S ;:;:Jt~TCl·~ :\ rc.iSTR) ~~ G: r-Iovt :na.."1y p:.t.ups docs that fellol\"' h.:L"'ldle? 
I 

They Var"J - anyw·here f1"o:n four to aoou t .r•ine or tc..'l 

In ot~er ca;;es ther jJ.st h:tV(; one op3rator, so:ue ti:ne s in a 
\.. 

,.,......--.....---
~ .. - ......... --~-·--· --. ---.... -6-•-,-.··---.........-..-.... ~------------------ .... ----.... --~-··--···-·~--~-~--,..,....----~-,_.......--_,---._~·---~ 
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That is the sec~nd class. 

Yes. 

you say is not so b3.d. But if one fello-;r is going to hanclle 

scv0n o:r eir:;ht pu'2ps, I an r.tot s..tre that 'hlill be too safe. 

The nu1:1bor of puups he can ha.""ldle has entered lnto 

·so,~ legislation and some local ordinances. I have seen examples 

of that rant;in!; fro:n fo,.lr pumps all the vray up to nine. 

'Ihe next speaker is Willi.aro. Schriber, Gasoline 

Dealer of Trenton: 

;~n. SC:1HIBER: Gentler:~en, I am here tod:.l.y to ralate an actual 

experience that has happoncd to me L"'lsofar as it concerns the 

d::-ngor~ of gasoline. Zn 1943, in Bordentown, Route 25, CrosS'rlcks 

Street, I operated a self-service station. About 3:30 in the 

afternoon I took over the shift. The fellow previously had been 

washing tools and had gasoline in a ta~-quart pail. An electric 

blo~er for tho heating systcn started and through an arc--

i~~niting the fllliGS. It blcr; clear across the highway 75 feet, r' 

blew r.H~ O;.l t the do~r 38 feet, and de;nolished t'le bu.ilding. That 

is ho· .. v d:lr..ge:rous gaso lina ca:~ b0. '£hat is all I w·ish to say. ! 

junt W;1!1ted to relat-3 the hap.Jcning. T:.~at is on record vd t.~ the 

s~•;::ATOit An:·!STftOi~G: Ir.as::::uch as you have a little extra tims, 

'.;;~at do they do about the service of .oil in these self-service .. 
st:ltions? - -·-- -·· ·- ·- ·---··--- ~--·- ... --~-· ..... ·-------------------~---------------·-- ... -·--------------·-----------~---~ 

·--------~---~·---- _.~__,..._..__......._ . ., ..... ,__. ______ ..... -..... ~-------------.. ~--..- .. ---~--~--~---------~---·-· 
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. ., 

,,-, 
&..;.Ll. • 

There are 

so ::.a:IlY dif.feront ways they handle it. l den' t believe you could 

put t:tat in a fixed category. 

I was ~·:or.dering if the eLls tome r took 

care of t-hat ·while the opsrator was circ:.tlat.inz around-

.JH. .DELESSLi!:S.: So;:i.C of these large stations have sep;tra. te 

attendants away from the g:.soline pumps where you. can go to 

:z0t.ycur oil r0filled, get your tires tilled wit.~ air, and your 

battery r~ch~recd. In some others they have a stack of one-quart 

oil ems piled alongside the p:.1mp with the prices marl{ed and you. 

actually service ym.1rself with oil as wall a.s gasoline. You find 

the p:-actice v.:..ri.es in that respect. Bo1t there is no serious 

h~zard L~ cor~oction with t~o servicing of lubricating oil • 

.'•~e have Bernard A. Gallagher., Ca:nden City Fira 

l::arshal. Are you. for the bi il? 

.1P.. G;.L.LAGIIRR: Yes. 'J.y objection to that would be that it 

";;:ould be s.n inexperic:.-.lC(:d percon 11ho 17ould fill his ta . .o""lk and the 

chances Z.l"'C ha •roulJ ovorflo".7 the t.:mk. !~ow it also ~Ely ba thZJ. t 
i 

a l.::.dy W.Jl.lld co;ne tu the station and it wou.ld splam ovor her dress,! 
i 
;, or a ge:rl tle:aan later on misht cet in the car ani a spark of any · 

ki~:d 1'>'0-..!ld set fire t~ hi.m or her, and I think 1 t is a dJ.."'lgarous 
I 

proposition., a firG haz3.rd, to h.:a.vo a."l. inexperienced person filling l 
• ! 
j 

a ;zas t.::.nk. Nine;; out of ten persons \Ull wait until it comes out ' I 

the top before they stop-- they don •t kno\7 how much gas t.~ey wanto 

! 
! 
! 

i 
--. ·--------------· -----------------·----------- -----~--------------- \-

~ -- --------~----.__....,~------- ~-, ............ ---"""'!:-.-- ----------.,.....~ ·--~-------- -.. ~.--...--
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I 2':1 c::tisfieJ. it V.":Y.4ld be a very d·.t..''1f}J:r-.?t..:.s fira hazard for 

iEe::::x~.:;crie::ccd people c c:nir.:~ i.lp an.:i fillinli; their gas t,::tnks 

::.'1d I a::1 one hw"'ld:rad per cent agair~st it. 

1'hJJ.'1k you, ir. Gallagher. We have another 

prc,)onent: iLr. ?r~'1k ? • iLiller, ?ire C~L~f of Linden. 

Y3s, sir. I ha~e made it a point to 

observe t..~is new· station over in I-Jackensack 3.Ild I feel, myself, 

that it is a daneGrous firo hazard. insofar as the la.(!k of 

qualified attc.nda..'1ts is concernc~d. Furthermore, I :1oticed 

thoy have sit;r.:s up t~~n·,;~ that szy: ~Jo 

(:l., .• .~. 
u.a..'-o4li.l Yoar En.:;ine O!f,n and so fortt. and. so on, a.'"ld ! personally 

feel that it is a very unsaft: practice, due to the fact that 

nine o~t of ten people in ;nost c:1ses do net observe these signs. 

~ 
; 

I 
I 
I 
l 
! 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
' 
I 
~ 

i .I 
l 
! 

I 

i 
I 
! 

l 
i 

i 
F:.u' tho rru ora, nine out of ten poopla don't eva~ bother to sh~t their I 
:[lotors of£', illld. so forth and so o:n, and ·with the lacl{ of attendants 

I feel, myself that it is quits a hazard. I agree ~dth 

c:,ief Gallazhcr Qf C;;.md;;n in that respect. I co:ue fro:n a city 

\';'·1Gre we h:::.ve large refi::o~ies an-:i I personally feel that if 

this bill coes t\-n·ough it would res-2lt in a. ver:r great inji.lstice. 

:rn.:1nk yoJ., sir. The proponer~ts of the 

till, l b:~lievo, hava all spob3n, unless thor0 are others who 

'Nis~ to spG.s.k. ik: :1.a·/e a couple of minutes more if you. care t6' 

add anything f\1rther. Do yoJ., .::.1r. Dressler? 
\. 

~ 
l 
i 

' •· --------------· _______ .. ____________ , _____ ----- .... .. ___ .... ! 
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l have only ono thing to add: The Fire 

O?posivic~ ~o s8lf-sorvice stations ~~d if hG co~os down I ask that 

ncc~ion r.ith fire haz~rds. 

~ay I file a brief of the American Petroleum 

!n$ti tutc on this subject? 

( ·l'£1e brief sub:ni·cted to t1ie ·CoJ'.mi ttee is as follc:as:) 

c:'"'' -;~;;.-'.:"1' :::'""";.., Stroet ;;v ~.. •'~ ... .J• .,1...1 w .. l ..... 

!Jo-:1 York 2'), l~. Y. 

F0~· l~f::n"::la·~ion of ::ic:.r:.bers of Central Co~it"'~(:es 
on Accident Prevention and Fire Protection 

?ho Board of D~~to~s of the A~erican 
2ot:z:ulel:-~ Insti tQte, at its ~oetir« held in San Frar1cisco 
on ?ecr;.LJ..ry 24th, adopted the resolution on S:::!rvice st.:itions 
as follo?ls: 

;';-~E;J2:\.S, the fl~~:-::n.nble na t:1r~ of gasoline vapor 
n·;cc~3it2.tr.:;s t:-.e use of ev01:'f ?racticrtble p!"Gcaution to 
:-:i:1i::..i~o spills 2r.1d overflo·:m d.lrinz tho f:1.0ling of 
auto~0tivc vcjicles a~ sorvic8 st~tiona; and 

,':~b:~i::\S, t~c dovclop.::ont of practi.cablc p:-ccautions 
eir"::!O the d2y3 of t.~1u ha.nd-cr::l:J.l-sd carb l:Jt.uap has res-u.l ted in 
c.::r!CH'll JS~ of :.J.o:.icrn din?ensin~~ eq:l ip:"Jen·~ opt1ra ted by trained 

:~:·IEf£.\S, t~o uss of s:J.ch equip:nent by trained 
~tt~~d~~ts h~3 rocultcd in an envi~blc racord of fire s~foty at 
l~S'))_,·J)J g:1solinc p·:.:a:!s -..-:,::ere 25,0J~,O:JJ :2..uto.motivo ve~icles 
~rc fueled daily vnti1 97,0001 000 gallons of gaBoline; ~~d 

---- -~-- ----------------- ·-··-------- __ ,. ____ _ 
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~·;·{~::--3:\S, thc:r,} ar,; rcc:.~ons to 'oc~liove th:1t th.is 
:'OC::):::.."".:i -;·;-ill bs lest if disp~nsin~; practic0s are c':1n.nced to 
p~nit t:--.u opo::::'at.ic:1 of g.::.solina ~or-..rice-ut:J.tion p~.u::,?s a:nd 
t~1c fuclir.t;2: o£' .D.:lt~:notive vehicles by U.."lY..no;;~, un:t.rained, and 

2-lO~:; T:-:~rtLF~fti~ BE; IT RE2:>LVED, ty the 3o3.rd of Directors 
of t~-::.:; /l::~oricc.n Potrolcl.lrn Institute, th::.t tho ~\::!cricat'l 

i 

potrolc:.::J industry is proud of its record of fire safety at 
s0rvice ::;t~ tions a1ld clif:iapprov-es of G.J.S:>lix.c dispen.Gine 
pro.cticcs -.:J·'-.ich pcr::-~it cu.sto~crs, rq:;a:rd:~ess of ar;e, competence,! 
t:r2.ir:i:1,2;, or experience, t·~ opcrJ. te service-station pu..1:1ps 1 

and to fuel au to:notivo vehicles wi thoat aesistanc_e or direct 
supo:i:'vision of tro.ined attendants. 

Very truly yoars, 

D. v. Stl'"OOp. 

St:U!~1'0R CA?Ir;RQ: (Addressing Chief Lliller) You didn•t me~~ to say 

that if this bill went through it would result in great injustica, 

did yoa? 

?~hich bill? 

'£his Senate 245. 

No, I am in favor of Senate 245. I am in 

f::.vor o:f ·t.~o.:::.t bill. 

[ 

' ! 
I 

I 
I thoueh t you ~aid i~ your closing remark if' 

! 
. tl l. ( 

r 

( 

2i-i.. c;~~I.AG~~~h: I did express myself' L~ that particular light, but 

I didn't :;:e2.11 I was agair-~t this partic-ul-ar bill. 

Yo~1 ;noant if it didn't go through? 

Yes. 

All righte 
\. 
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:'.'0 will now proccod. 1-1i th tho 
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opponents of I 
Jo$cph :.:Iolillo, the atton1cy for R8i..~ .&:rotors, 

iac~c~sJ.ck, opposir.g S-245 .. 

I rc;?rozcnt the Rein ~otors Co~pJny of 

operated by :Lr. Irving Reingold, ".>rho is 

fie p:-..~csent.ly oparates a celf-sorvicc stD.tion. a..;.d 

opora.tcd it He h~s presently ~uo sets 

- tvro p'..l::-.)8 to each net of puops. H~ has a~ attendnnt at 

. :. ~ct of p~ps s.t all times • ~!e motorist drives up to the 

attendant is there to assist the motorist to take off 

no:::zlo, to put tho nozzle L~to tha automobile tank, and he 

tho operation; in other words, thero is a pump ~here cars 

~ en 0it'hcr sid.e, and one e.ttend~t for these two pumps. His 

:lcs of the autocatic type. As soon ~s the gas reaches 

r .. czzlc, auto~~tically shuts off so.thoro co:~ bs no spill~~ 

::;.y kindo Ha cas the siens posted which tho Fire Chief of 

r~~s r::cn tionod. He has experienced ~on ~ho d~ just that 

there is also a 

You say there is a woman the~~? 

.:.:~~.LILLO: I b-alieve • 

JR. 

for abcut ~cvw~ ycarzo She is very maru~sh. 

.L:lt. ~!~LILLO: 1Ve cll kno':'t that in conventional stations 

2...'1 p•x:lp e~s, and pl"''bably will continue to punp gas. 
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thoro ar.;:; sclf-scr-nco 

According to the pictures 

i~ ~Y p0ssDscion, thcra ar~ t~ree pU2ps to each isl~d, so there 

ia one: gl.r.l. ~-~·he, i1!akos chanze fo: every tv:o islands or six pt!:.nps. 
, •. 1 

r::ation:ll ?Gt:£:"0le!.l.Cl News of Novo:uber 23, 1948, 

tho Nat:l.o:1al Fire ?.-.otection At>s:n., concluded 

thJ.t self-.s·~Tvos shcu.ld ba o.llo-;:cd to operate under co~tain aafaty 

-.,l !"',~· n 
~o---\,..,..J• Fe.. :.---t ~ o =' in th:.t isz-u.e it is stated, 17Tho co~ittco of 

I·'l2..~:-:z.blG 1iq4liC.s of t1;.e !Jational Fire Protection Assn. he.a s~id 

cclf-sc~;ci chc~ld bo porwittod to operate provided they comply 

cort:tin p:"'~.tisions wr.ic.'1 v:ould make t.~em ~asonably a."ld 

C. J. Thrapp, in tho issue Q~d reprint 

i..v::ry tirrrc, tho attenda.ntv have cu.t tho pump and 
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[ ":::CJ t:: 1·2t o:;.o ::;t:,rto.i ope ~·;;.t:.c,_; ~'!J 1, l?G7. llo•;; ther<> 

lc.:..".J :. 7 in ~.:,,.,:.;. 1.::-:.i:-lCOr:_):~r~"tcd. z.r-z:a. of .;...,:;z Angeles CourJ.ty. An 

each. 

;::::.Jo:. .. conflc.gr.;:..t:!.cns if they cor..tinuc boing r-.4"1. as they are. The 

as s~tplo as pouring a glass 

Dr-u.nks ca.."l cause e.s much harm 

in z. co:-,v.::~ticnal st.ation.'l 

st:.tions where t::o a ttcnd:;n t ha::> placed .tlte nozzle in th~ au to-

co bile .·.- ~ 1-
v...;..~ ...... , b3ca~se it is a~ a~t~~tic cnc ~~d pours itsolf unti1 

it. :::huts off, ~~d ha has left the nozzle 

So V;,"hen they 

f.:;.ct t~"!a t c~n.flagr.a.tions cou.ld ho.pp·:;n in self-serves, 

they coul:l z:.l~::J h;:.:;pcn 1:~. con v~n tiona.l stationso 

have tho auto~~tic device~. Wo ~.ave b~en operating 

sinco J:.:.J.u.ary of 1949, so 'o7e wrote to the Chief of tha Hackensack \. 

" . 
''· 
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r~~~-:~~::t:~t~~~ v~ic~-~~nici::~q r:e :re located, and the 

__ , ____________________________ l ____ . 

letter of lL:rch 23 is a.s follc~·;o: 

· ..... _ 

U1 ...... Have we cor:1plied 11-i th your r.;,gulationo 

portainir~ to proper exting~ish~~g cquip~ent? 

11 2~a ITava we complied with llll of ycu.r 

re.;..2.la tions inposed u~on us as operators of a ~elf-

c~rvico ga~olino st~tion? 

n3o To your knowledge, ha.s there bean a.ny 

~ccidcnt or mishap or violation of ~~ ~unicipal 

~err~lation during the pGriod this sclf-servica 

·. gaGolino s~tion has been L~ operation?" .,_ 

The letter h~:.dod you:· t!Grttl.e.nen is a photostatic copy 

of his reply, ~~d is as folloNs: 

w:our s8r\dce station has tho proper 
c::tir~~:.1ishing eqJ.ip::.t:;nt, for a ~-clf-S1.;:rvicc Gasoline 
St::.tion. Alco, you h-:lVe pootoi tho p:z-e::1iscs vnth 
:r~o s.-~~okir!g' sig~1s a.."'ld assiencd Ein c.t,tecdant to 
r.:,~:::.i.."l on duty fQr each four p:.;.~p3 and durin~: all 
DJ.::sy ho u.rs ~~'1 at tcnda-'lt is supervising each t~o 
p:l:.::ps. 

11 IJ:..1rins the t·;;:·o :c:.onths of your opcr.;.tion, 
b:Jt:"!·cc:1 tt:J houz-s of 7 A.;J. 3.nd ll ?.!.1., I hz.ve 
in:::;i)Ce;tcd or cae.::cd to b~ inspected your or:-0 ration 
il:'~.i h:::vo novor found a violation of any of tho 
r&z\.llo. tions i::2por:c.J by c:o ·~ 

"This type of C2.~lin!J Service Stn.tion 
op~ rat~c under lo::al rGGula tionn an.d pl .. opo r 
r.:upcrvision is no m.oro of a hazu.rd tha..?l the 
convc:J. ti.onal type of Gasoline Service Station. 
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~rc~ unlo~st~~ci cf co~~sc t~at coirl 
o.::::: r:::. ted or unat tcndcJ e;a.soli.."lc pu:.:_?s ar~ 
not ponQissible. 

nIt. is tho CO:I1Zonus of the moto1'ir.g 
public 2-r!d clso :.1o::h~rs of r::.y dop:.rt:·::cnt 
t:;.at this t:.J.po of statio:l is not a haza~,.dou 

t:"3 a:L .. 3 ::::.;tin st. coin-o~ rated pur:rps. !n tho statement of 

yo,_.r bill ~c to its purpose, it st:1 tos :tT-~n st.a te s h~ve bar..ned 

: t[~c salo of g:.::.coline by automatic dispen3i:ng machines ••• fl Tie 

~re az~L~st ~tc~~tic dispensing machines, but we say you ca~~ot 

lcgisl::.to ~z;::.i."'l~·(j ~elf-~orvice stations if under proper supervision. 

This partic·~l~r bill is bad boc-?..usa it provides th:;1t only 

It may pl~asc you 

ccntlc::::.:;n to ki1~:1"•1 th::..t in "the Stato of i~cw York tl'ley introduced 

~ obilsr bill in the ScnatG ~"ld in the Assembly. It is Asse:ubly 

·~r11" 
.w~ ..... .J.. .. :.o. 1052. 'I'he Lczisla. ture of 

';. ~ ,r_ .. ~, 
1., """ ... 

\o·J.t. o:t co::-..::::.i~toc.r. .:.ro:::t of tho other states have p·J.t an i~9osition 

lcr Pl .. O':"!ibition ;::.zdnst coin-operated pumps. rle 

lcl..:..::=s 3, ~o t:1:.:; se:r.:~lC22...'1 on my rieht has so.id. 

say we co~e under 

Wo arc :ready to 

~Jo;1, th·~ .::;.otor-lnz public s;:;.vcs four cents a g~lon at o:J.r 

~,o ;::ore ad7iscd th:J.t t.~is bill w::..s introC:t~.ccd on 

later, tho pocple of the Stuto o.r New Jersey-

I 
I 
I I\. 
i 
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tim,(;} h~s oxpi~ .. cd. 

Tho two 

7li t.~in t'hr~e days al'ter t."tlis 

to a ~ti t.:Lon, -r~·hich w~s given to your Senate Pr~sident, 

T'a.cy havo o. right to save :::.oney if "'c.he operator 

dc;gic;~ thc.1. t is the wny he em s~ll i te: Wa ca..'111ot logisla te ·.-

~ro ~ny cth·:;;i.." tJdn~s t'!.1at are beir.s done for tho saka of p1.·ogress. 

But we s~y you C:lr'~ot legislate against 

No\1'1 you 

.:.nd. l. .:.r.:.d. .::.11 cf us know thr;.t ;-1hcn the horsG and buzey wcrQ around 

v;0 know that; the u.uto::lobile has not put people out of 

l~o s~~e w~y with ludio, and now >Tith television - they 

\re know nobody goes Oilt of 
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-:;c; hc.·.;cn t t hc:d an opportunity to canvass all_ the Stcte 

t::> h3.VG the DCO:JlO 
L '"' 

knc'.'1 rktat is rroinz on. Are 

:.: f.~·:r p·::'72:ic;J'? :;;c are ir~ a period of recezsion. It may eo 

ba hanicd a. noz:als anJ sea that it is pumped and save a !evr 

pe:--illics, sho~ld bo o.llo;':cd to do so • 

Ec··N, z.s •c.o theso conflagrations that were ;:;.entioncd, I 

6n' t rocall ~'"lyonc sayinz it is the solf-ser--rlce station. ·rhis 

'JO:lrl!., :::::.n i:·r:1s blor.r:1 thirty feet, but that ~'1a3 a conventional 

st.:;.tio:~. ~VG s'-lo:.tld le;:;islatc to bo sure of• people dcin~ the 

rir;~'S- t.~ir;g at the riGht tin:e. Hu.:nan nature is the sa..:1e tha world 

over-. ~·;ith. prop-~:t' safeeuards vro 1'Jill do all right. Vie suegest 

t·:) ycJ.r ho::or:ible boay' tho Senate of the Stn.t-e or No·u Jersey I 

thJ.t. this bill ::.'-l.ould b3 defeated. If, in the exercise of somd 

[O. ~cr::r ~~ii t~ t1:C4. ~'.fa invite insp3ction. As long ~9.S a. rr.a!l is 

t~~rco d;:y:.; :.rG i•: fo.vo1 .. of it, I say t~is, gcntlc:nen, - wa should 

t":;~:J ~~t~t8 30 the 98oplc wol.lld knc:er wh~'l they ask questions, "fi'hy is 

it w-a c~J:l 1 t have sul.f'-ncrvicc st.J.tions?u I think they s~ould know 

--··----·-·--·-···-,------·----------·-·-·-------
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I s.ey this to all you ge:1 tlcme.."l 

1vill ~o en. EvorJbcdy will mako r;J.OGey 

station. Thcro aro 1.1any people who don't 

their privileee. Bat there aret thoso 

:<cr.7 it b2.c b8~n montio:.1::d, gc:mtlemcn, about who may operate, 

tht.t dr-:li1.k~ i!'..:J.Y cc.::G in. ~'10 ha vc explained that, part, but every-

c::c knc·::s o.nd it is certainly co;;l;non knowledge that in theso 

pr-iv<J.tely-op:;J:'ate:d. st?.tions even children of 12, 13 or 1$ operate 

t'1c-:::.. It ·"'.ro..lld be qu.i to a policing proble:u if this bill v;ero 

p2.~cod proviG.inz:; that the person oporating th.e pump i:iust have 

bo blind • to the fact that of'ten. a ma.11 is pu. t on 

father is busy the son goes out and pueps gas. 

;~·ould have a larse:r policing proble.:'2lo In our case thore 

problc~ bocaQSG every firo chief in his 

would bo v~F~ few in.the Stato. I should 

there would be too m~"'ly. It would ba an 

~acy p~~ole2 of polic~~g under proper r~&ulationo 

If, 

in 

·r·:.•:, 
\ ...... ~~orofo~o ~espoctfully s~b~it that·this bill be defeated. 

con:::;-.:.1 t-:t tio::'l and the usc of discretion, so~c othor bill 

~::o-1ld obvi::.te so:ne of the haz.ards :nentionod 

would be satisfied. 

You 
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t:1.:. t the eclf-shu toff nozzle elb:.ina tes all spillag_C3_• __ Th_a_tl_· __ ·. 
----------·-· ···-··-- ·- -· --···--.. ·--·---·-- ..• --------~--- ~~---- -

indic2.t~d 

l J 

·, 
r' 



... 
i' 

. ·., ., ·, 

--~- .. ·-"---
\:~--

-- -·. ·-------.. -·----·------- -----------.. ·--------···--· -· ----···- ----- \,.._c 

.r.~ the t::.."1k .:;.:::d as the _s2..s eoes in, it docs fl<:!.ro back. It does 

If the noz zlos ara held pro;.>erly 

w.to t~13 tmk yoJ. ';rill sot no spillage. 

I h~ve had quite a little experience. 

kno·.'l they will spill every so often, and whether a. fellov1 is 

or no·i:, there '<rill b-8 spillage at tim·9s. 

·,\·o inserted a ne-~rspaper i tom. at t~o time 

~ 1 The sy,:;;tc::;; calls for ~motorists to drive 
u.:.) ·::.o the 2)·--~:.:p isl-3-r.J.ds ar:d fill t~cir o:;n 
cars t··1c::nscl v0 s. An a ttend:m t will check 
the [<:.i.llona~c and vdll t!1ke pay-.nent and make 
c':1::tn;:;:o. 11 

other ··.r.-orels, it ~·:3.3 ?-lw~ys ou.:r purpose that there wo:.tld be a11. 

tc:1cb.:-4t at. t~oso pJ.mps. V.'e never so much as thought there v;ould 

'?he co,:n~i:::cd ti:::e of yo'J.r attorney and 

o~rsolf leaves yo~ aboQt three ~inutcs. 

I h3.vo 'cc(.;;'l operating gas stations 

0.bJ~t 12 yc:1rs ar-.:1 1 Ji-:-~':e f,:;~r~d thJ.t the p~ople you hire 

·----

r.:.:.""c c:::..~ir.g o:lo.il.~!.blo to the public the instr.1m:~nt - they \.. 

h::.n.::i it to .. t;10:n. ----In- fact;,- r.~r.-Dressler Yms watching~ my--·--- ·--
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st.J. ti'Jr;. all d:2.y ::::. .. md.1.y \'ii th his \rifo, takine pictures. I am s11rc 

t'h.e th ir:.c; v:a.s h2.r..clled, I a:n sura yoil viould say 

·~·.-;;; h.::Ld.lci it on s. very s.:.fe basis. (Addressing :Jr. Dressler) 

Y.Ju. r\:)r.:!ser:t a lot of dealers ';J'ih·) are afraid if this spreads 

Addr0ss yo~r reoarks to t~e merits of 

tho bill, ple~se, y;i thout going in to personalities. 

~e are rur~inz a ve~y safe station and it is not a hazardous 

o.:.K:ra. tian, ani wo ha va ooe:1 watched by the fire dopart~nent and by 

ever:~ eas st:1tion o~::ncr in the area ~':d t..~oy can't co:1e up with 

have beon fair. 

If l ·r.ave any time I ~ill use it. 

I h~ve a voice condition. 

~\'e v:ould pro fer not. to raad his st3. tc:nent. 

It J.s i:: refera:1cc t~ an aJ.ton.:?J.tic dc·vice ::L'1d. w·e are opposed to 

0~::.:.:\.'i'CJ~i '{:\:'.J: He is entitled to present t.~at state:-t.ont. 

~nis dcvelopz~nt is my o:~. 

This state::1ant which you have presented ·will 
\. 

--------
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i 
I 
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te :r;,::.d.e c-" p.J.rt o:f. the racord of this hearing; and tho Coxmittae 

\~·ill give it fJll anJ dt.:c consideration. 

Th~~k you very much. 

('I\1e s";:.:J.-'cC:::lcnt subzi tted by :Ir. Hubbell is 

as follm.-s:) 

.t. :~.::;:~ SYS'i'~Ll OF :_~ASO.Lt~; .. i8 i-fANDLING AND VENDING (3-29-49) 

As in:lic2.tcd~ this statc:::1ent hac to do with a new system of 
ga.solc:le hc.aJling 2.nd vending. ' 

Tho Z.)pUr3.. tus, i tsolf, :i..s presently de signa ted as u~\S llASTElt AND 
riP£ I-'.l:GdT:.J?... It is not a pu.mpl 

!t ~~y ba cpcratou as a coin automatic or by ~~ attendant in 
t'1o u~Qal ::ar.r.:.ar - at the ownar-o_;;>erator_' s Ydll. 

·:~-:is :.::Y:.:s is t:·~:.:.i:~:-~~J. ',\·it~ ~i..::!"'·:::--.::.J.t.i~ ~vatrol~, 3.ff~)r.J-i..~~g the 
~=-~:.:::..:~- :.~: :..:..:..:.:·,:.te t~~::~:t~:~c: ~~,:~ .. ~i~~~· ~~~-.,\~·-:\~ .. \\·.,~\~.Y t c:-.~\~~~ ~~':.:.\~-~ 
.. ~2 :.-~~:e.;-:1 :.~--~e ~~:.--- ::c.:J.~:. ~3 i.i~~1 s r~ pr·\~ ~>c:i ts 01~~~ on<~-1·1~.111""\ l''C'--~ t~11. ~rl.llo;l. 
~.:icrc:::3.\.ically, each cf these sp:1ces in turn :nay be subdivided 
into l:))~··aJd.l tion:;;,l g:radua tes - a.ff;)rding ~'1 accuracy of one 
tsn-thousc::-.. dt~ eallo:l• So nuch for volur.1etric metering I) 

Of still ~ro:.ter ~:;ignificance, ho·.ve·Jer, is the fact that The Gas 
.l2.st8r is inherently a gravir:'letric vending device - regardless 
of ';;~a.t ;_;asolsne toruparature nay be in. the stOl"'aCe tank. Here then 
i~ inh.crent honesty as t.o weights a..~d/or >4Bas..!res, as you v:ill. 

?:1is ins tJ.ll3.-cion. req:.1ires elect±:i=G curr.:;nt fQr flood light,i ng · 
only - b..:.t 3. t:.rr:,;.rard. lantern could serve the purpooe. In other 
1·:ords, t'-:cre is no 0loctric v:j_ ring - nor .:not or - Yii thin the 
h~;u.~in:; of t}1is device. In such .rr:anr1er, "the spar'.{ hazard11 is 
eli:::in:.·~eu • 

. .:ere i:~port;; .. nt still, the gas ma~ter is also a fira fighter. Coin 
Gr .?..ttendant orx;rated, th.:; al!to t.J.nk may bo ir;;.;nunized against 
OXIJlo:;ion b•.)fore tho fi llir::s operati Ofl is started. Uependin~ on 
proclot.cr :.i:: 4 -si 0~1 in cac'-1 car.e, ga.soler:e and carbon dioxide rJ?.Y bo 
disc:-.l:.:.r:-sct into th(J f:1-:;l ~.1.n,":, simul t:\4H)Oi1Sly - 11nd VH'Ough the self­
s:::.:;:.c :1ozzle. A:;ain, ~:trbon dioxide ma.,"{ ba brought into action 
sharply en the :-~eels of gasolene c;.1toff. Sp:a cii1 cally, if a pail , 
p=.rtly filled with gasolene were ignited, it could be fiiled and tne 

i 
l 

\ 
I 
I 

fla~G extit1gu.isied. at one and the saa1e tiJ:.e. ----------------l--
··--.;..-..., _ _... __ ~----··--~------ ----- .. --------.-··------·------- i 
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;,sre t~1.e:r:) ~~.-j. ·t,!-~ ;:J. coin 
.~4 !~ir't:. ... -·~".lr:,·~:,~rl5: Lt~i',~'Zle 

·~· .. 

in p.l::1y cr -11'~ attend.~r.t present, we ha1a 
'S1~ 11 And a~:d ur.(>~=>.ill~~ Ut)u to t~e very poir:.t 

;L:Z~.>;::..s, t'r.r-J;g~~ ~·:~·;~~,.,_ th.e fu.cller !.r:.y .,.,a:t,c71 t~o floY{ o:: ~;as·.~L.::Jne. 

:;..:; ·~~:.: .·.;.n -~·ltc:>::::t!LC ~;.J::..:-ser·.;er or an .::tttenct:~n. t, ~here is n·) 
looKin :: a;-:; .. U'ld ::t 11 t'1c b-.:ttc.1"fly ·in tho bi..l.L.lJls~'. Ti·u:rr·~' is no 
::~:!str.~i.~l:.i.)l:.. :fo. '·~ :.s -():u Ci't:..ire r>ituatl.on d~.f'init2ly in 111nd 
litor.:llly - ::r-.~.d everyV:1ir~;; i;.' •ri t'1'ir~ his . .iirect li:1(~ of vi:..:ion. 
·~~ t~:\{~l ~,tit~I>;~} ~i;) ~.::1 i~J~~· ;\~.:ri:~~.:·:D 1'0 ~-i~~ Bd~It<ES:"';. 

!n t2s i.: .. t-:r?st cf putlic · s·l.fety, it would appear that the present 
gasolonc p~4~.1~.)3 ;:i~~t. quita pro:~;·arly .follow the G~s :z.'lstor's fire; 
fi;_;il tin~: ~:.:to eli ·..:i tics. 

i'>;L; ,.1_,-:;v:i.;:;;:; :~.:.;, of :7:l..:t).L·.J J.!U. rugsed G:)nst".C·ucti.on. ~.s 'ln exa:nple, 
\,':r::;r,.:: is o:;.l:r or::;~ r:~tutir:.·: el<::r:c::t i:1 tho pa~cL~r:e line, bet·uoer~ 

-t-i':0 ~o'!:..\...:~:1 of t:1.::: stora.;::.e t.ar!k and the disch~u"·J:e n:;zzle. It 
.. :·1:{.:;5 only ~;. c,~l?J.rtcr turn for oc::.ch awtere·d snrvit:? o.f gas. In the 
pr.:;~m:t t~st::.:.ll2tion, 11 '~l;;,c talcc: 71 is a qu.arter1 s worth of' either 
"!·.i.gh or lo·.-r oct·:ir·~. 0!:. or.ier, it cou.L.i · b~ l,))J gallons or what 

'JO·l i'.ill. 

s~~~ ~.::3_~~-~~~ C,);3!'~t·~~' on t,.'~,,~ po~;].tivc z-:-ide. Air fra·n t""ie fillin:~ 

s:..;.t·~o.r:' s co·.1()r:~sso~· t1.nk, re,::a..:..:<.tGd by a sJ.itable fl<Y"'.r m~tor, 

elevate~-:~:··:,~ r.;r;.s')l~~r.8 t0 ~'·1,j heig~1 t r-equired for gr.~vime t:ric 
;::~tGrin::, :::-;J gr::vi t:r :lL·:r~'··:·trz8. )'it~ t~Et present f.10;:1el inf:3ta.lla­
ti::J(J, fi v; ·;;.nd onc-t,~nt.-t l.:;o;.tru.s of pressure a:11ply f1'·lfficc. 
JC~t?i rE;:i ~1..r: T.:t~ for;: of Jry :t.:: . .::, f.: ~::..-ol(:n:~ .:-!;)Ul:.i (lG ~o ::-;c : .. (':!re:..:. .::1d 
di-~c.-:ar1~8.i -~t '-1. c~st.. ~;.f .:..e::..;s t..ha:~ onc-te..,th cent per edlon • 

... ·~or.:; 'i.s :,') p~.:!_:.J .):>Ldn::~. l'~erc ar2 no air locks, at~osp~eric 
c.qi.4ilibri'.;;:: ::r-dn:-:; .s:lto-c:?.ticnlly :n-:::intaincd. at all tiw.es. There 
z-:..r:.: "'~·1.:; :.1(;-t8!'i;;c c~.:;:nbcrs. A.s one discharges, th<~ oV1er fills. 
l.:·. :.cii ~ ... t·~ly on. fill i ·n~-, th~ ~;::.s;;:Lc;n(: s.Lp9ly is auto:-.:1. tic ally 

;.::.: :::-: -~,:..:.tc:~:l'.:.-:.\J r.:'·:l;~-:'V':\'vi:·,·! Gp::·;r··lt]_·.Jtl, i.c.stC;::L.i of throvlint( an 
::.:lo.~t..c;c s~'ri t.~'!, o~;.j :::cr~~J..:r placet~ a qu.;.rtcr in V1'2 slot, or up 
t~ 0 of V1;',~":, i:;::;e:"ts Wi.'hr; ?.lr·~ ?ir.;hti.::g !·;oz::~leil intc t'le fuel 
t:::rJ.k ::.n.::.. )rc-~~:=:c.·.~ t':.,-; tlJZzl-3 t:r-igc•;)r in th(:! ;1sual rrn.nner. If m-:Jro 
th-~r~ on0 c..;.i;~ h2~ 'ceen irlccrted, th8 tri£>:er is r:e.Ld in d.isc~ar/e 
~usi tion. ;nt.il th~ 11 coi:-: ~a.;a.~ine~1 has oeon axha.J.sted. 

!ler(;! the:~, e:~a:~G ot':1.:;r !JJ.fety i':;.ctor·z, v;re find a coin ~up~lantieg 
:in clec"v:·i~ ~·:2.cd;. and :il.Jt:)r, ir.l a fire fi:jhter in h·~;d, -.u U-:o:1t \. 
a. c:.:;,J.:-~tcr;:.art ;;.;::,;::;r...; cxi~ti::-.. :z. p'-i.JJps, i;·.stantly roaiy to take over. 

-~--~--......... ____ .;..__r' 
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;~3./ b3 ch an:?ed. over fro•n c-:>in :!:.:.to:113. t.i c to .1.ttendant 
vic;c vors::1, ::1~0 rely by shifting a little slide-

· .. :~-;~t of t,::..: ~a~.~~: .. ds in v:icvr c:~ V'l\J forecoir;g? '.';EJ11, it is 
:c...:s.-.:::;c: .. .:.I',lll:;. .. ::;;;..:.c:li·i:.-tol t.!1r-:t na scvcn't-'3enerr' 'c.:;hinJ tho ',:-;:--.c:ol would 
::::;.~:ily :J~~vc le:s of ~ haz2..rd to public safety \':hilG refu.oling 
:J~'- ~: s:::<.li-v::.c::n;-:. fillin~; station lot than when ste~Jping on t-"'le 
c:::.s 0~1 o·J..r splcn-:.lii b.1 t fairly-ere~'; dad hi.:-:;h·Nays. A. t t~c other 
e~-:-c r~:-.::-3, :;ho ''h..iJ.l·in' t ra t.ho r see a tipsy motorist on a not overly 
~r.:r;·tJcj .st.;.tio:; lot th.ll'1. :::8et up vdt.'-1 hii"r. head-on on tht:: highway, 
r-.:;,·;ar:.:..Less of \:h'it h.-; mii=:ht do to hi:r:1self or his car? 

Assi.lr.::;Jly, on r:or:.-·'lazardo,;,s locations, whero miL; after· mile is 
str·;.n:_;or- to i'illin;: station sar-1ic0, with a GC.solene storage tank 
.::.t 0:-2-vi ty cl.:;vJ.tic21, the g~s J~~ter co:1ld hs.nd80Tn-3ly serve a long 

1 ~ufferir.~ pu.blic 'tby the light of a 1xi:myard lantem.u 

It is hc;:r.::by declarod that t.~ is developm.ent shall play no 
zo:."~'-lodo;;: part iD a r:~n-ice cutting t·:ar.'t under whatever gai~e, 

'let 1 !J Gtop fos3ilizine invnntive ine;cz1uity. Let's stop frittering 
a:Hay froe sntcrpriso. 

'' 

J. P. Hubbell, 
Fan·nood, 1! ev:; Jersey 

H&v-o I t-;:.:> ::ninutes to incorporate in the 

will study it. 

The editorial? 

ios. \':e \".'ill accept that and it "i'lill be 

( ::.d~ tcriJ.l c:.lb.ilitted to the co~mni ttee 

:f.'o llo:7 s: ) 

-· 

I 
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E.:!itorill, D.Jrgcn ivoning R~cord- January 29, 1949 

;" 

I·£ tho p7l::cil)~ d~!z0r- fro:::1 f;rts8lir;.(; solf-s~r-ViC·0 
clf-.s:::::;:·vic2 stJ.·t:.ioT!::; is th.-:t they -:rill p:recipitato price 
a:-s ~-:J 2.. c'.l t i.:.. '!:-he p :t.;).::,;o~·c qu.:J.rt3r-a-gallon cost, critics 
f t;i.J ir:rlO'.t:;.:::~ion ·(rlll f'ind. -~:--10 zoto: .. ing p'-lblic lined t!p 
:>licily .:.:~:,J.i::s·~ t:::_:::~.. Ba:"£~Z:.in-ccnscio:.ts t;a.s·.:>lino ccnsLl:ners 
tll r~li::~?l 2:17 ki:Yl of co:l_?c·::.ition er..2.bling thom to econo:nize 
1 t~d.::..y:;::; hi.:)1 co::t of ~:oeping o:. C~t'e 

:~ ~~o:~':::s::13.n for c. gro.1p of ,3) Sorgen Co:lnt:r dealers, 
is::::yci by t~o op::.min~ of ;.1 self-r:::orl;ice d~pot i.."'l Hackc~s~ck, 
p·~~~:ch;; t:-:.e entci?ric;e if it takes hold Generally will bring 
k;J.t z. l0.y-oii" of v;hJ. t he c2.lls skilled personnol; by skilled 
11·:o.nr.(·;l is w..:::?.nt. t.ho l::c.n trair1~d to pJ.!'!p gas, fill r:tdia tors, 
tc:--: oil, .s:..d (if t~1o S;?iri t :::oves hilt) clear o.::::~y \7indshield 
i~Go Or:c is i~~::liricd r:lO:Ilo;.1.t~rily to sy=npn.t1ize with persons 
o ;~:~y loso tr;ei:r- job, bu.t tho appo3l to o~otion is ind()ed 
iicu.lo:.zs - .:.s ridicJ.lo·..l~3 a3 ch.:J.rges at the advent of the 
i·.1~trial a~~c~ thJ.t millions would. bo throw"n out of work were 
:·1 i~os to r.:::place .s~-~ill9.:i · 'hu~~~zm hands; as ridic:1.loas as the 
~7:..:1 rc;sist::,~.;G to .:.:.he linot,yi"X~ and tl1e railroad; as ridiculous 
·che ?():-.. nsylv.:r .. i·;. i.'i3.r bct·.vecn oil haulors and. pipeline craws .. 

If·. t"'lo ojj3c~io:1. ir-.tvolvcs a safety factor, that is unother 
tl"'J. Tho ·u.z;:ri~v.;;d dc-,!.lcrs fore~ee a fire hazard in allo~7inz 
r._:-;Jric:lcod ·p.cr·.son:; ·?.:.'1.i :ninors to haGdle r.1aterial s.~ in.f!: .. ;-D.:;:able 
g:.~oli::o. E-Io::;:;v::;r, ·~_:e::Jt Coast exporienco· with e~~.soline seli'­
vic,J ir.;:.:ic:::.tc3 no ~:nsis fo~ ap;lr.::::hc;ns:lon. Tho devicos are 
t:- ~~r;rcill.:.:.:c:::.:::, 2..-~d DeG!l to bo tolerably foolproof. Py tha 
, is it. c~~)c~iJ.lly bri~ht for the gas-station mon to give 
t~ co~~8titor this:kini of attention? 
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If I L.J.8.Y, I wcr.1ld like to have t~ G p1. per 

!t can CO:.J.G last oro at any ti;:a. 

Co :.:::it t::o or the e::..llcry? 

,. .. -") 

~ •• lt... I ask for a he~rin~ on it. 

No will hear you. 

\ sidcr~tio:1. 

f 

t ~:?~. ~-~IJI3 :~ZLL: I will tr.r to road it ~yself, then. 

It certainly d~es. I can i~n~~ize yo~r eas tank 

baforc yoJ. st~::.J: .. t to .fill it. 

:r.rill ro::d · i: t for y;:;'-1. 

r;>proxio:::! tely'! 

s~~~.:J .. 'J:.Jil ~-:_'\.~·~j: 

l..~1y I introdace this petition vrith 3,-:JJJ na.:1as 1 

~---··----- .. ----------~----- ·-------------------~---------

\.. 
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~")::.~ .. .i·-~ ••• ,::t .. -....... .-~. Tho.:.'lk yo::. vor::/ much for ro a dine 

1;·0 ·will co:nplGte tho rca::lint; of it, . 

..::l~. ~::JES:::LL: I·~ is clor..rly so:neth.ing new, .n.nJ. I d)n 1 t think 

ir.ven ti ve gcr:.l~s sho-..J.ld be fossilized. 

o';e ·r.lll give it due consideration • 

.:.!.:.1. i.:£LIL:O: I nccle~ted to ad.l t\.1at we have invited all 

the .fire insur.:::2c;o undorwri ters a.""l-:i the insurance co:n.panies have 

sc;nt their anJ the:.:-e h::;.s bGen no increase in ins:.1rance 

pr0lli!xns beca~so of fire hazards. 

t~~ntlc.na.a in t."ld gn.llery indi~ated 

'!dll yo:l corne down, please? 

~.r. ~~~o.iman, while he is co-:1in:: J.o1m, may I 
,• 

.,., .. 
~' ~ra 8hief of Linden to :nake a stat~ment? 

I mado it w.y bilsiness 

yestr::rd.':lf to visit ~b.ckcnsack to observe this sta~ion in operation, 

t::~ po.ssibili ty of spillage and inefficient operation by people 

v:ho wo:r·o P·.lrchasin~ co.soline, and I ~ni.ch t say that in my opi.."lion \.. 



.. \ 

------------------~-...... - ..... ---··,__ _______ .. _... _____ .. _.. .. _________ .. , _____ .: ----
~~ 

-1:-- cntirC;:l~; po~-:sibL~ for p-:;o;;d.a ser~Tin.g th.a.c-~selvos to c~cate 

11;;.0c ir. 2)itc of the; so-calle.:l z;.ut-o:Jt24tic nozzles, inas:1uch 

!;.:. They c::..'l. t:c OLJ2r3.tod either :n.::.nunlly or auto~atically, und 

p .c.tt2nd;.:;.t, fer tv:o p:..:.=ps mir,ht 'ce the- thco:ry but it v:as not 

/a practice yes tord:J.y. It wasn 1 t so • I would po rsonally feel 

~Got firBs cc~d ~ created very easily by peopl0 in automobiles 

~okin:; or th.e novelty· of pc~ple gsttin~~~ out a."1d. pU!nping their 

~, .. n ·::J'"l <","'\ 1-\ ;"'-=>-
, ... ,. ~'--..JV.J...._ .... .., throuzh i~propor supervision. I "t-rould liko to go 

b:1 re::orci as favorlng the passJ.ge of t.he bi.ll in O:;Jposition to 

ltelf-s~':rvi·:;c. I L1:ld.c the p~chase ;nyself without direct S'uper-

/visioh •. 

/ s .. :.:-::~1\;I-i ~r~·\:,:D: 
i 

H~s the gentle:neh'"l fr:::Jo th·3 gallery entered thG 

~h::.:!bar? If not, I thir:k we have completed the hearing and I 

d.ccla.rc ..:-..he session J.dj-J.lrr~od. 
,• ' 

<1.:. t:);:.:, ti::: noz2le s, of which thera ara several brands on the 

=~:.r::ct 2-p~roved by the un:ler~'>Ti tars' laboratories, are essentially 

L;J.ite :::.z..fe in t'heir operation. Like any n!echcnical gadget they 

c;.:-:...;'1 f::il at ti::6s, tut there !-las been a great deal of difficulty 

v:ith the2 dJ.c tc t'rle fJ.ct t~at the station oparators or station 

o:·rrJ:. ~--:; 3-dd t~-:Gir OiYn han&nr:de gad::;et which holds the handle or 

rid3o of t~1e nozzle d:nm in position, as has been mentioned on 

t~e floor. 'I'h~t is -v·cry serious bccuuse you. have removed tha '-
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0 ~h2 :~~:.chi:-:•..;, it no lon{~er has the unde:r~·;ritar's approv1l. That 

'~'!1at a.ppliGs lik~vtise to t:1o conventi:."Jnal 

~:i ti1c .self-s0rvicc st,ry.tion. ?hat is an important thine -

:10 r:vzzle s':"".~.ould. 2.L:.rays be held in the hu:nan hand. 

Li~. ? • J. EAGAN 1:::, Vineland, New Jersey: 

:i:.i'J. ma.:y have throe minutes. 

t.hi:s auto:natic nozzl0, I ha.ve two. YoJ. don't 

1·0 th2:.1 i:1 2.ll c<u:s. It will not serve all c~r::.;. I have used. 

lC:l for a :1~xber of years and they are not so.fe. You daro not 

t::vo th:::~. '?:-1a winu te you think thay ara s:lfe a!'ld ycrJ. leave 

l·:.::J.) t:1e :;a . .soli:'lo is all over tho ground. I am s~ro if so:nebody 
I 

I hJ.ve a S.'il-:1ll station a.l'ld I often tell 

c:.~ aui p•1 t -c::.o old-type nozz.le back so the boys ·will not leave 

~·'-·• .\z I s:ciJ. tNfvrc> ar.d I will s:o.y again, they ara unsafe. 

~2.:1 K J'::lcl• 

I 

I .:...:.:::":.TJ:-.. :; .\.;.:....;: 

•.t.:'~ink a "ilerJ e;l;);J.::-cut pr,:.;;;o~1teltion on both sides has teen m.:1de 

Jc to.e Gc·:c1i t t">a ••Jill consider this bill cam ful.ly. I w'.Juld like 

C?.y that ih~ Co :::.1i ttce has been aided greatly as a ros;.tlt of 

-------------------------
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Th:1.nk you. 

(A D J 0 U R N ~ D) 

I 

·. 

\ 

- ·-- ................. ··----··-------------·-----------------~-----· 


