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 IN JUNE 1991 THE LEGISLATURE CREATED 
THE SOUTH JERSEY TRANSPORTATION 
AUTHORITY, SERVING SIX COUNTIES — ATLANTIC, CAMDEN, 

CAPE MAY, CUMBERLAND, GLOUCESTER 

AND SALEM. IT IS A SUCCESSOR TO THE 

NEW JERSEY EXPRESSWAY AUTHORITY 

AND ATLANTIC COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 

AUTHORITY. THE NEW BODY WILL ASSUME 

OPERATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE 

ATLANTIC CITY EXPRESSWAY, ATLANTIC CITY 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND PARKING 

FACILITIES IN ATLANTIC CITY IN 1992.
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Letter of Transmittal
from the Board Chairman

James S. Simpson

 Operating the Atlantic City Expressway and the Atlantic City 
International Airport in a safe and efficient manner remained the 
fundamental responsibility for the South Jersey Transportation Authority 
(SJTA) in 2012.  The authority focused resources on maintaining its assets 
in a state-of-good-repair and coordinated with state transportation and law 
enforcement agencies during severe weather events to help keep New Jersey 
residents safe.
 2012 was a year of progress for SJTA, as important highway and 
aviation projects reached milestones or were completed.  
 On the Atlantic City Expressway, SJTA completed Phase Two of the 
westbound widening project that carried three lanes into Hammonton.  Phase 
Three has begun and will expand the Expressway from the Garden State 
Parkway to Exit 31 in Winslow Township.  The widening project is scheduled 
to be completed in 2014, making it easier and safer for the traveling public to 
access all that Atlantic City and regional Shore destinations offer, as well as 
accessing the airport.
 Atlantic City International Airport (ACY) cut the ribbon on a 75,000 
square-foot terminal addition and Federal Inspection Station (FIS) that will 
enable scheduled international service. A new Airport Rescue and Fire 
Fighting (ARFF) facility is also scheduled to open in mid 2013. 
 Thanks to the dedication and hard work of SJTA management and 
employees, these projects and others were carried out with the professionalism 
that is a hallmark of SJTA.  All of us involved with the authority look forward 
to a productive and safe 2013 as SJTA promotes mobility for residents and 
visitors and continues to play an important role in New Jersey’s transportation 
network.

James S. Simpson
NJDOT Commissioner
SJTA Chairman
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SJTA Commissioners
Row 1; Left to Right 

Jeffery A. April, Esq.

Joseph W. Devine

Maurice B. Hill

C. Robert McDevitt

SJTA Commissioners
Row 2; Left to Right 

Joseph Ripa 

Dianne Solomon

Louis Toscano

Samuel L. Donelson, P.E.
SJTA Acting Executive 

Director

Chris Christie
Governor

Kim Guadagno
Lt. Governor

James S. Simpson
NJDOT Commissioner 
SJTA Chairman 

SJTA Board of Commissioners 
2012
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Letter of Transmittal
from the Acting Executive Director

Samuel L. Donelson, P.E.

 I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the many contributions 
of our previous Executive Director, Bart Mueller, who served the citizens 
of New Jersey and the SJTA until July of 2012. I served as Deputy Executive 
Director and Chief Engineer during his administration assisting with the 
projects mentioned here, some of which begun under his leadership.
 The SJTA continues to serve the South Jersey region with transportation 
projects that improve the lives of the traveling public and ensure that 
the Atlantic City Expressway and the Atlantic City International Airport 
remain the finest transportation facilities in the State.  Prior to the arrival 
of Superstorm Sandy, both the Airport and the Expressway were recording 
numbers higher than the previous year.  Year-to-date passengers at the 
Airport were up 9.8% through September while traffic on the Expressway 
was up 3.5% for the same period.
 The SJTA has progressed on several capital projects that introduce 
new, quality transportation alternatives for travelers in the region. In 
November, ACY opened a terminal expansion and federal inspection station 
that added 75,000 square feet to the terminal, three new passenger loading 
gates and the ability for airlines to offer scheduled international service.
 On the Atlantic City Expressway, the final phase of the westbound 
widening project began, extending from approximately milepost 25 in 
Hammonton to Exit 31 in Winslow Township. When complete in 2014, the 
Expressway will have three (3) westbound lanes from Atlantic City to our 
interchange with Route 73 at Exit 31, matching the eastbound direction, 
which was widened many years ago. This widening will provide a better 
travel experience for motorists who use the Expressway for commuting as 
well as those who travel to and from South Jersey Shore points, including 
Atlantic City.
 Our Transportation Services Department continues to transport 
students and faculty from the main campus of Rowan University in 
Glassboro to its expanded campus in Camden, operates the BurLink system 
for Burlington County transporting hundreds of workers to jobs, and runs, 
among other things, additional shuttles for employees, veterans and students 
throughout South Jersey.  This year, in conjunction with Atlantic County, the 
English Creek-Tilton Road Community Shuttle was launched, making stops in 
Egg Harbor Township to the City of Northfield. 
 I encourage you to read through our 2012 annual report and 
find out how our investments are contributing to a sound transportation 
infrastructure and a stable economy in South Jersey.

Samuel L. Donelson, P.E.
SJTA Acting Executive 
Director
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SJTA Mission, Vision and 
Core Values

m i s s i o n
The mission of the South Jersey Transportation Authority is to provide the 

traveling public with safe and efficient transportation through the acquisition, 

construction, maintenance, operation and support of expressway, airport, transit, 

parking, other transportation projects and services that support the economies 

of Atlantic, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem Counties.

c o r e  v a l u e s
S a f e t y

Maintain high standards in safety and security for our employees and the traveling public

I n n o v a t i o n 
Translate new ideas into solutions and improvements through technology and human resources

P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m
Conduct ourselves ethically and with integrity worthy of the public trust

D i v e r s i t y
Provide a multicultural workforce, access to procurement opportunities and transportation services

E x c e l l e n c e
Commit to the highest standards of customer service delivery

v i s i o n
A leader in transportation, safely moving people and commerce, to stimulate the

economy now and into the future. 
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SJTA Core Functions

Atlantic City Expressway
 The Atlantic City Expressway (ACE) provides safe and efficient travel to millions of motorists. 
Opened to traffic in 1964, it was connected directly into Atlantic City in 1965. The 44.5 mile roadway 
extends from Atlantic City through Atlantic, Camden and Gloucester counties, ending at Route 42, 
approximately 10 miles east of Philadelphia. Emergency Service Patrol vehicles are available on the 
roadway as a courtesy to ACE motorists. In 2001, the Expressway was expanded to include the 2.5 
mile Atlantic City Expressway Connector.

Atlantic City International Airport
 The Atlantic City International Airport (ACY) conducts commercial and general aviation 
operations, offering air travel to support commerce, tourism and the general public. The Airport 
provides convenient air passenger service to a host of destinations while safely delivering hundreds 
of thousands of business and recreational travelers to Atlantic City and the Southern New Jersey 
shore region. 

Transportation Services
 The South Jersey Transportation Authority (SJTA) provides transportation services with 
transit routes that increase accessibility to employment opportunities in areas underserved by 
transit. The Transportation Services department operates and manages all of the SJTA parking 
facilities and parking shuttles at locations in Camden, Atlantic City and at Atlantic City International 
Airport. In addition, the department promulgates and enforces the rules and regulations of the 
motorbus industry in Atlantic County.

Economic Impact
 The SJTA contributes to economic growth throughout Atlantic, Camden, Cape May, 
Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem counties. The Authority accomplishes this through the acquisition, 
maintenance, operation and support of expressway, airport, transit, parking other transportation 
projects and services to safely move people and commerce.
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SJTA Organizational Chart
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Nature Challenges the SJTA
Throughout 2012, SJTA’s entities 

were in the path of a massive line of 

thunderstorms and a Superstorm that 

caused significant power outages and 

damages, including downed trees and 

signage along the roadway.

 Most notably, Superstorm Sandy hit 
the coast on October 29, devastating thousands 
of homes and businesses while nearly halting 
commerce and tourism for the region. Areas 
of the Atlantic City Expressway were nearly 60 
percent underwater while truckloads of debris 
lay scattered over the roadway. Traffic was 
prevented from entering Atlantic City and the 
Barrier Islands via the Atlantic City Expressway, 
per the  Governor’s state of emergency declaration.

 Amidst the bleakness brought by 
Superstorm Sandy, Air Force One successfully 
landed at ACY as President Obama joined 
Governor Chris Christie to survey damage 
in the region’s coastal areas. Secret Service 
agents and Air Force One security personnel 
commended Airport Operations, Administration, 
Firefighters and State Police for assembling 
an arrival plan within one and a half days. 
They indicated that the normal lead time 
for such preparation is generally a week.
 On November 5, 2012, SJTA’s Executive 
Management debriefed to identify the status of 
repairs, draft plans to seek FEMA reimbursement 
and assess the performance of emergency systems 
that were implemented for this type of disaster. 
An evaluation of STJA’s safety management 
processes demonstrated that the Authority 
performed well throughout the crisis and later 
resulted in a $250,000 grant from the New Jersey 
Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness.
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Atlantic City 
International Airport

 The Atlantic City International Airport has come a long way 

since its construction as a Naval Air Station in 1942. After taking over 

operations of ACY in 1991, SJTA set out to transform the once small 

terminal into a convenient, worldwide transport option for the traveling 

public. In support of this goal, ACY was expanded to include a second floor, 

restaurants and amenities, and advanced technological developments, 

including the most recent 75,000 square foot terminal expansion. Airport 

parking has gone from one open, unpaved lot to three paved lots alongside 

a six-story parking garage located just steps away from the terminal.

The Atlantic City International Airport terminal, circa 1960 (below left), and the newly expanded terminal today (right).



12

Serving A Growing Market 

 While air travel costs continue to 
increase across the country, ACY remains a com-
petitively-priced travel option for South Jersey. 
In fact, the airport has been recognized by the 
U.S. Department of Transportation Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics for having the lowest 
average domestic fares since 2008. Despite 
parting ways with AirTran Airways last year, 
in the midst of an unstable national economy, 
Atlantic City International Airport serviced 
more than 1.3 million passengers in 2012. 

ACY and Spirit Airlines

 Spirit Airlines serves as a low cost carrier 
from Atlantic City to destinations in Florida, 
Myrtle Beach, Latin America, the Caribbean 
and Mexico. The airline added Atlanta to its list 
of non-stop seasonal destinations on March 8, 
2012, which averaged steady passenger loads 
through November. Spirit’s other seasonal 
destinations include Boston, Chicago and Detroit, 
which are scheduled to return in spring 2013.
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Te r m i n a l  E x p a n s i o n
 ACY’s operational capacity was 
previously built to accommodate 1.2 
million passengers when the last terminal 
expansion was constructed in 1996. After 
accommodating 1.4 million passengers in 
2010, the Authority began work on a $27 
million, 75,000 square foot addition to double 
its capacity. The completed project has 
produced a new look, feel and experience 
for passengers navigating the terminal. 

New features include:

•	 A larger baggage claim area with new 
carousels 

•	 Enhanced security equipment and 
technology

•	 New flooring, seating and upholstery 
•	 HD flight displays, touchscreen check-in 

kiosks and more
•	 Expanded concession space
•	 Expanded passenger hold room and 

renovations to existing hold room

 Perhaps the most ambitious new feature 
of the expansion project is the addition of 
three new jet bridges and boarding gates—two 
that are designed  for processing international 
flights with U.S. Customs Border Protection 
and also domestic flights. SJTA celebrated 
the completion of the project with  a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on November 26, 2012.

Looking Ahead
 With the completion of ACY’s 
terminal expansion, SJTA officials have 
positioned the airport to be ready for 
new opportunities that will diversify its 
travel offerings for existing customers 
while attracting new ones. At a time when 
U.S. and international travel continues 
to climb in spite of economic instability, 
the Airport stands ready to serve the 
region as South Jersey’s airport of choice. 

Growth & Expansion
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Airport Rescue and Fire Fighting Facility
 SJTA has made steady progress on the 
construction of a new Airport Rescue  and Fire 
Fighting (ARFF) facility for ACY’s fire department. 
The department responds to all types of 
fires, vehicle collisions, aircraft and medical 
emergencies in the Airport complex, which 
includes the William J. Hughes Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Technical Center, the 177th 
Air National Guard Fighter Wing and the Airport 
terminal. Along with its responsibilities onsite, the 

department is part of the Atlantic County mutual 
aid network that provides assistance to other 
communities in time of need. Many fire fighters 
also volunteer at their local fire departments.
  The $14.3 million facility will provide 
fire fighters with enhanced equipment and 
apparatus, modernized living areas and 
onsite training capabilities. The project 
is slated for completion in Spring 2013.

Improved Security Features
 ACY remains at the forefront of safety and 
disaster preparedness thanks to a partnership with 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  On March 
27, 2012,  SJTA officials coordinated with TSA to install 
advanced full-body scanners to ACY’s  new passenger 
screening checkpoint area. The $1.1 million upgrade 
both secures and simplifies the check-in process 
by performing a thorough , non-invasive search 
without the use of radiation and controversial 
“naked body” or “passenger specific images.”

The current Airport Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) facility (pictured left) was turned over to SJTA in 1993 from FAA and is used for daily 

fire fighting operations. The new ARFF will significantly improve emergency response operations at the airport complex.
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Atlantic City Expressway
  In 1964, the Atlantic City Expressway (ACE) opened to the public 

and became a catalyst for regional economic growth by connecting millions 

of motorists to South Jersey’s shore attractions. The New Jersey Expressway 

Authority, the roadway’s first operator, committed to serve its patrons 

through safety, convenience, and amenities like the Farley Service Center.

 Today, the South Jersey Transportation Authority continues to operate 

its entities with customer-focused programs, processes and principles. Since 

taking over operation of ACE in 1992, SJTA has constructed new entry and 

exit points, expanded lanes and rest areas, and installed progressive E-ZPass 

technology along the 44-mile roadway. These upgrades and technological 

advancements have made travel along ACE safer and more convenient than ever.

A car drives through an E-ZPass designated lane for the first time 

during its inauguration ceremony in 1999.

E-ZPass is introduced at the new and improved interchange 

17 in 2010.



16

ACE-ACY Direct Connector
 A new interchange on the Atlantic City 
Expressway is proposed to provide a direct 
route between the Atlantic City Expressway and 
the Atlantic City International Airport access 
road. Currently, despite its proximity, there is no 
direct access from the Atlantic City Expressway 
to the Atlantic City International Airport. Access 
is accommodated through local roadways 
which experience significant congestion and 
provides inadequate levels of service due to 
the limitations of the local roadway network, 
most notably the existing traffic circle. The new 
interchange would also provide direct access 
to the Next Generation Aviation Research and 

Technology Park currently under construction. 
 Phase 1 of the project will include 
local roadway improvements associated with 
Ameila Earhart Boulevard to improve levels 
of service at the Airport Circle and entrance/
exit for the Airport. Construction for Phase 1 
is scheduled to begin in summer of 2013. Phase 
2 of the project is currently under final design 
and when constructed will connect Atlantic City 
Expressway travelers to ACY through a series of 
ramps, overpasses and roads. The connection 
will help alleviate anticipated traffic volume 
increases that will accompany growth at the 
airport complex. 

Third Lane Widening Project
 In December 2009, SJTA broke ground on a $58 million third lane expansion along 
the Atlantic City Expressway to meet traffic demands and mitigate congestion. The project 
adds a third lane in the westbound direction from the Garden State Parkway to Route 73, a 
length of 24.1 miles. The third lane has opened to traffic while work on phase three continues, 
which covers milepost 25.0 to 31.8. The project is expected to be completed in June 2014.

Addressing A National
Infrastructure Crisis

 The problematic design of major 
highways, bridges, and tunnels across the 
country has lead to a growing national 
transportation infrastructure crisis. Year 
after year, millions of dollars worth of fuel is 
wasted by motorists idling in traffic. SJTA’s 
preventative maintenance projects meet the 
heavy demand of traffic flow while addressing 
mitigation issues before they happen.

Roadway 
P r o j e c t s

Paving and repaving of the Third Lane Widening Project continues along ACE.
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Roadway Energy Conservation Initiatives
 In support of its Energy Management Plan, the SJTA is constantly searching for opportunities 
to upgrade its facilities with newer energy efficient technology.  During the summer, the SJTA was 
able to leverage over $90,000 in financial incentives from New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program to 
upgrade the lighting technology at two major facilities, the Atlantic City Expressway Connector 
Tunnel and the ACY parking garage.  The newly installed induction lighting at both facilities is 
projected to save over a combined one million kilowatt hours and $175,000 in annual electric costs.  

ACE Annual Charts
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Keep your foot on the 
gas with E-ZPass

 E-ZPass transponders save travelers time and 
fuel while reducing the risk of toll evasion. While the 
Authority has resorted to camera installation systems 
and stronger violation terms for toll evaders, many 
motorists have turned to E-ZPass to simplify their travel 
experience. E-ZPass usage on the Atlantic City Expressway 
has grown nearly 25 percent since the program’s 
inception in 2003 with total  participation at 66.9 percent.
 Marketing initiatives promote E-ZPass in fun and 
energetic ways. A new E-ZPass jingle could be heard on 
local radio stations while the transponders were touted as 
a great holiday gift at local shopping areas. Throughout the 
year, more than 6,000 ACE motorists purchased ready-to-use 
E-ZPass transponders at rest areas and other retail locations. 
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Transportation Services
Reco gn ized  for  Exce l l e nce
In March, the Transportation Services Department received the New Jersey Smart Workplace 

Program Award by Cross County Connections for its outstanding achievement in creating 

programs that provide and promote commuting options for employees. This program, inspired by 

the national EPA Best Workplaces for Commuters recognition program, was developed by the New 

Jersey Department of Transportation’s New Jersey Transportation Management Association.

 The SJTA’s Transportation Services 
Department was established to operate an ever 
expanding network of shuttles throughout 
southern New Jersey, which now includes 
Burlington County. This division’s mission is to 
provide cost effective methods of transportation 
to areas underserved by conventional travel 
systems, with a primary focus on employment, 
transit deprived individuals, training and 
veteran affairs transportation. They are 
subsidized by Job Access Reverse Commute 
(JARC) and Congestion Mitigation Air Quality 
(CMAQ) grants, county, local and private funds. 
This operation maintains a fleet of about 50 
vehicles and has over 50 CDL certified full-time 

and part-time drivers. During 2012, over 
434,000 one-way passenger trips were provided. 
 This constantly progressing unit’s theme 
is collaboration and in one year, through multiple 
partnerships with public, private, nonprofits, 
communities and NJ Transit, the Transportation 
Services division accomplished the coordination 
and mobile management of new routes in 
Atlantic, Burlington and Gloucester counties, 
furthering the vision of the SJTA.  Also in 2012, this 
division joined a new coordinated dispatching 
initiative called One-Call/One-Click that provides 
customers with a single point of contact to 
learn about available transportation resources. 
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•	 English Creek-Tilton Road 

Community Shuttle 

 On April 3, 2012, the South Jersey 
Transportation Authority partnered with Atlantic 
County, The Pascale Sykes Foundation, Family 
Service Association and Cross County Connection 
Transportation Management Association to 
introduce the new English Creek-Tilton Road 
Community Shuttle. For just $1.00 per trip, 
passengers can travel to and from business 
and shopping centers in Northfield, Somers 
Point and Egg Harbor Township. In response 
to those impacted by the devastating effects 
of Superstorm Sandy, shuttle services were 
free from October through December 31, 2012. 

Rowan University 

•	 Campus Shuttle

 The SJTA provides a shuttle service 
between Rowan University in Glassboro 
to Rowan’s Camden Campus with a stop 
at the South Jersey Technology Park in 
Mullica Hill for its students, employees and 
patrons.

•	 Temporary Shuttle

 The SJTA provided temporary 
transportation for displaced students due 
to dorm renovations. Transportation was 
provided to the students from off-site 
housing to Rowan’s campus.

A d d e d 
R o u t e s 

 All SJTA parking operations are also 
overseen by this department with several 
facilities at the Atlantic City International 
Airport and in Atlantic City. Airport Parking 
consists of a garage and surface lots with some of 
the lowest airport parking rates in the country, 
along with a 20 hour per day shuttle service. 
Atlantic City parking has a parking garage on 
New York Avenue and surface lots on Atlantic 
Avenue and Mississippi Avenue. In 2012, parking 
fees were changed to an hourly rate to assist in 

the Governor’s charge with enhancing Atlantic 
City and drawing more shoppers to the Walk.  
To further highlight our multi-faceted parking 
operations and additional coordinated efforts, 
during 2012, Transportation Services led several 
special parking events for concerts at Bader 
Field in Atlantic City and the Atlantic City Air 
Show. During these special events, SJTA provided 
parking for over 2,000 vehicles along with 
transportation for the passengers to each venue.   

 A subdivision under Transportation 
Services includes, Bus Management whose 
responsibility is promulgating, adopting and 
enforcing rules and regulations regarding the 
Motorbus Industry in Atlantic County. This 
coordination with the Motorbus industry provides 
a safe and efficient means of transportation for 
the visitors and community of Atlantic County.

Bus 
Management 

& Parking

B us  Manage me nt

P a r k i n g
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Economic Impact

Berlin-Cross Keys Interchange 
Ground Breaking, 1999

 SJTA’s key projects and initiatives impact the economies of six southern 

New Jersey counties: Atlantic, Cape May, Camden, Cumberland, Gloucester and 

Salem. The Authority fosters growth and financial stability throughout the 

state while enriching the lives of millions of New Jersey residents.  

 In 2012, the Authority progressed on 
$56,155,357 in capital projects that improve 
the flow of people and commerce in the region. 
These projects translated into a 75,000 square 
foot expansion at ACY; progression of the Airport 
Rescue Fire Fighting Facility (ARFF),  ACE’s third 

lane widening and the ACE-ACY Direct Connect; 

toll plaza power upgrades and more. 

 These airport and roadway improvements 

helped stimulate the regional economy by 

creating 4,650 jobs.
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Key Dates in SJTA History
June 1991: The 

Legislature creates 

the South Jersey 

Transportation Authority 

(SJTA), serving six 

counties – Atlantic, 

Camden, Cape May, 

Cumberland, Gloucester 

and Salem. It is a 

successor to the New 

Jersey Expressway 

Authority and Atlantic 

County Transportation 

Authority. The new body 

will assume operational 

responsibilities for 

the Atlantic City 

Expressway, Atlantic 

City International 

Airport terminal and 

parking facilities in 

Atlantic City in 1992.

1992: The new SJTA gets its 
financial house in order with a 
new bond issue. Toll revenues 
exceed $24 million.

1994: The Authority begins a 
project to nearly double the 

size of the terminal at Atlantic 
City International Airport by 
erecting a second story. A new 
9,000-square-foot State Police 
barracks, complete with auto 
maintenance shop, opens at the 
Farley Service Plaza. The electronic 
toll collection system now known 
as E-ZPass wins federal funding, 
and the Authority’s administration 
joins the computer age for payroll 
and financial record-keeping.

1995: For the first time, an entire 
year passed without a single traffic 
fatality on the Expressway. ACY 
was host to the Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association’s convention, 
during which an Air France 
supersonic Concorde landed and 
took off for two charity flights 
plus a Mach II demonstration 
flight over the ocean. Midlantic Jet 
Aviation, Inc., begins operations at 
ACY and announces plans to build 
a $2-million maintenance shop.

September 27, 1995: The bridge 
connecting the Expressway with 
Atlantic City streets is named 
for Dr. Joseph L. McGahn, a state 
senator and Absecon civic leader. 
Meanwhile, the bridge is expanded 
to five lanes.

April 1, 1996: With the expiration 
of a management use and 
occupancy agreement struck by 
the City of Atlantic City, the South 
Jersey Transportation Authority 
assumes full management control 
of Atlantic City International 
Airport.

May 7, 1996:  Gov. Christine Todd 
Whitman cuts the ceremonial 
ribbon to open the expanded ACY 
terminal, which grew from 45,000 
to 78,000 square feet under roof – 
and from three gates to seven, three 
of them elevated boarding bridges.

November 13, 1996: Raytheon 
Aircraft Services signs a 25-year 
lease to build a $5.9-million, 
50,000-square-foot facility, where 
it will house and maintain business 
aircraft.

July 14, 1997: Ground is broken 
for the Raytheon Aircraft Services 
facility.

1997: Design and legal groundwork 
is laid for the $330-million Atlantic 
City-Brigantine Connector, which 
also promotes $1-billion growth 
in the city’s Marina District. Work 
continues on preparing for E-ZPass 
with several trial runs of the 
electronic toll collection system. 
Toll revenue tops $25 million.

November 4, 1998: Groundbreaking 
signals the end of three years of 
spadework and the start of real 
earth-turning for the 2.3-mile-long 
Atlantic City-Brigantine Connector. 
Its immediate payoff in the Marina 
District has almost doubled to $2 
billion.

November 11, 1998: The first 
E-ZPass customers are recorded 
on the Expressway toll-collection 
system, the first to go operational 
in New Jersey. A tag-holder from 
any E-ZPass system can pay a toll at 
any booth with an E-ZPass sign. By 
the end of the sixth week, E-ZPass 
accounts for 23.1 percent of the 
tolls collected at the Pleasantville 
Plaza.

November 30, 1998: For the first 
time since 1969, the SJTA has 
had to raise tolls on the Atlantic 
City Expressway. The proceeds 
will fund a $60-million capital 
improvements plan. 

1998: For the first time, passenger 
traffic topped 1 million, up more 
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than 15 percent year-over-year. The 
SJTA assumes full responsibility for 
airfield operations from the Federal 
Aviation Administration.

September 29, 1999: With Gov. 
Whitman presiding, ground 
is broken for the Cross Keys 
Interchange. Serving Gloucester 
and Winslow townships in Camden 
County and Washington Township 
in Gloucester County, it will be 
the first all-new interchange since 
the Expressway was completed in 
1965.

July 31, 2001: The Atlantic 
City-Brigantine Connector opens to 
traffic after a ceremony presided 
over by acting Gov. Donald 
DiFrancesco.

September 11, 2001: The impact on 
Atlantic City International Airport 
was immediate, as elsewhere, 
but the Authority developed a 
campaign to restore confidence in 
the traveling public that lessened 
the long-term effects. Visible 
security measures were taken 
immediately. ACY was among the 
first airports in the nation to reopen 
under the heightened security 
regimen. Meanwhile, the Authority 
completed its $12.5-million airport 
investment -- runway repaving, 
centerline lights and two Precision 
Approach Path Indicators, plus a 
cable arrester system for the Air 
National Guard.

Vehicular traffic picked up, as 
vacationers preferred to stick closer 
to home. Toll revenue reflected 
a three-month surge, reaching 
$45,853,899, up 3.5 percent from 
the year before.

October 1, 2002: Delta Comair 
begins service between ACY and 
its Cincinnati hub, from which 
connections can be made to 115 
destinations around the world. In 
its 11th year at ACY, Spirit Airlines 
expanded its schedule to include 

flights to Detroit, Denver, Las Vegas 
and Los Angeles.

August 1, 2002: The TSA assumes 
responsibility for airport passenger 
screening. Other security 
enhancements include three miles 
of 10-foot fencing and closed circuit 
video cameras at remote-controlled 
gates to be controlled at the 
Operations Center.

2002: The Authority opens its 
350-space parking lot on Mississippi 
Avenue, bringing total spaces under 
SJTA management to 1,875. 

April 15, 2003: A Memorial Park, a 
circular garden at the Farley Travel 
Plaza, is dedicated to State Police 
and SJTA personnel who have lost 
their lives in the performance of 
their duties.

May 2003: HMS Host completes 
a $5-million, 15,000-square-foot 
building at Farley to house 
fast-food restaurants, a gift shop 
and a visitors’ center.

October 2003: The Huron Avenue 
ramp is completed, opening access 
from the Connector to the Trump 
Marina Casino Hotel and the 
Borgata Casino and Spa.

2003: The Airport adds two new 
loading bridges at Gates 2 and 5. 

January 1, 2004: The Authority 
opens its Transportation Services 
Divison, which provides shuttle 
transportation to work. It also 
assumes direct responsibility for 
operating the New York Avenue 
parking garage in Atlantic City.

May 6, 2004: The first vehicle 
uses Express E-ZPass at the 
Pleasantville toll plaza, driving 
through the barrier-free lane at 
45 mph. On the same day, the 
widening of the Expressway 
approach to Atlantic City was 
completed. Three lanes open each 

way between the Pleasantville 
plaza and Interchange 1.

October 2004: Construction work 
begins on Taxiway “P”.

October 2004: Grading begins for 
a new parking lot at ACY, designed 
for nearly 1,000 long-term spaces 
plus employee parking.

April 12, 2005: ACE is closed 
overnight while a crane installs a 
massive overhead walkway at the 
Pleasantville toll plaza. It enables 
toll collectors to cross the Express 
E-ZPass lanes safely, as well as 
automates the movement of cash. 

September 12, 2005: SJTA’s 
Transportation Services Division 
begins TransIT Link, a shuttle 
to work sites between the 
Pleasantville bus terminal and 
Atlantic City International Airport.

October 18, 2005: SJTA 
Commissioners break ground at 
ACY to inaugurate a project to 
house state-of-the-art baggage 
screening equipment and to 
improve passenger movement and 
security inside the terminal.

October 17, 2006: SJTA Board of 
Commissioners and local officials 
break ground on a $24.5 million, 
six-story parking garage to be 
constructed just steps from the 
ACY terminal building

ACY completes 10,000 square foot 
major security baggage screening 
facility and begins terminal 
renovations.

June 2008: SJTA opens the $26.3 
million, six-story ACY parking 
garage.

June 2008: $2.5 million terminal 
renovations begin at ACY.

July 2008: U.S. Dept. Homeland 
Security and SJTA sign unique 
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Cooperative Research and 
Development Agreement to 
establish a test bed for emerging 
security technologies at ACY.

November 2008: SJTA begins 
construction of Atlantic City 
Expressway Interchange 17 
to connect ACE to Route 50 in 
Hamilton Township.

April 2009: A groundbreaking 
ceremony is held for Berlin-Cross 
Keys Bridge Widening project.

June 2009: ACY celebrates AirTran 
Airways’ inaugural flight.

October 2009: The NextGen 
Aviation Research and Technology 
Park groundbreaking takes place 
at Atlantic City International 
Airport.

October 2009: Westjet launches 
Toronto service from ACY, 
connecting travelers to Canadian 
cities.

October 2009:   ACE Westbound Third 
Lane Widening groundbreaking 
ceremony takes place at the Visitor 
Welcome Center.

December 2009: SJTA celebrates 
completion of the Berlin-Cross 
Keys Bridge Widening Project,.

June 2010: A ribbon cutting 
ceremony is held on June 18 for 
the opening of Interchange 17, 
providing convenient access 
between the Expressway and Route 
50.

October 2010: Full operation 
of new flat screen monitors are 
installed in the ACY terminal 
as part of the Multi-Use Flight 
Information Display project. 
November 2010: Restaurant/

Bookstore combination Euro Cafe 
officially opens to travelers on 
the second floor of the Airport 
Terminal.

December 2010: The SJTA holds 
a groundbreaking ceremony on 
December 7 for a $25 million 
terminal expansion including a 
Federal Inspection Station at ACY.

May 2011: Express E-ZPass lanes at 
the Egg Harbor Toll Plaza officially 
open to the public.

September 2011: The SJTA 
receives the Southern NJ Business 
People’s Economic Impact Award 
which honors the Authority for 
keeping visitors flowing to Atlantic 
City by way of the Atlantic City 
Expressway and Atlantic City 
International Airport.

October 18, 2011: ACY officially 
opens a new “Cell Phone Lot” 
which provides safe access for 
motorists who are picking up 
arriving passengers at the airport 
and reduces congestion around 
the terminal.

October 28, 2011: The SJTA breaks 
ground on a new Airport Rescue 
and Fire Fighting Station at ACY.

March 2012: ACY installs $1.1 
million full body scanners in 
its newly expanded checkpoint 
screening area. The scanners  were 
installed in coordination with TSA 
to simplify the check-in process 
with non-invasive, radiation-free 
technology.

August 2012: SJTA announces that 
obsolete call boxes installed in the 
mid 1980s along the Atlantic City 
Expressway will be removed.

October 29, 2012: Hurricane 
“Sandy” hits the South Jersey coast, 
devastating thousands of homes 
and businesses while nearly 
halting commerce and tourism in 
the region. Areas of the ACE were 
nearly 60 percent underwater 
while traffic was prevented 
from entering Atlantic City and 
the Barrier Islands via ACE, 
per the Governor’s emergency 
declaration.

November 26, 2012:  Congressman 
Frank LoBiondo joined 
officials from the South Jersey 
Transportation Authority and 
other state and local officials to 
celebrate the grand opening of 
the newly expanded terminal 
and Federal Inspection Station at 
ACY. The terminal is expanded by 
75,000 square feet and includes 
the ability to process international 
passengers.

Key Dates in SJTA History
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