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CHAPTER 21 

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

Authority 

N.J.S.A. 18A:1-1, 18A:4-15, 18A:39-21, and 18A:7D-18. 

Source and Effective Date 

R.1994 d.404, effective July 11, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

Chapter Expiration Date 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 22(1994), Chapter 21, Pupil Trans­
portation, expires on January 11, 2001. See: 26 N.J.R. 3783(a) and 
3942(a). 

Chapter Historical Note 

This chapter became effective prior to September 1, 1969. 

Revisions for 1970: Amendments became effective May 13, 1970 as 
R.1970 d.54. See: 2 N.J.R. 30(e), 2 N.J.R. 48(a). 

Revisions for 1972: Amendments became effective January 14, 1972 
as R.1972 d.5. See: 3 N.J.R. 245(a), 4 N.J.R. 21(a). (This adoption 
amended sections 1, 3, 4(a), 5, 6, 8, 9, 16, 17, 19(b), 23(a), 24, 25, 28 
and 29). New rule 11.4 became effective April17, 1972 as R.1972 d.69. 
See: 4 N.J.R. 43(c), 4 N.J.R. 96(a). Amendments were adopted as 
R.1972 d.188, effective September 22, 1972. See: 4 N.J.R. 262(d). 
Amendments became effective November 6, 1972 as R.l972 d.220. 
See: 4 N.J.R. 231(a), 4 N.J.R. 302(a). 

Revisions for 1973: Subchapter 18, concerning Type II Van Type 
Small Vehicles was effective on vehicles manufactured after March 1, 
1973. This subchapter became effective January 10, 1973 as R.1973 
d.18. See: 4 N.J.R. 301(b), 5 N.J.R. 38(a). Amendments became 
effective March 13, 1973 as R.1973 d.73. See: 5 N.J.R. 33(c), 5 N.J.R. 
104(c). New rule, 11.6, became effective April 9, 1973 as R.1973 d.98. 
See: 5 N.J.R. 78(b), 5 N.J.R. 139(a). Section 5.11 was amended, 
effective May 7, 1973, as R.l973 d.123. See: 5 N.J.R. 103(c), 5 N.J.R. 
185(a). Further amendments became effective June 20, 1973 as R.1973 
d.161. See: 5 N.J.R. 138(a), 5 N.J.R. 220(a). Further amendments 
became effective July 3, 1973 as R.l973 d.180. See: 5 N.J.R. 184(c), 5 
N.J.R. 260(a). Further amendments became effective September 20, 
1973 as R.1973 d.267. See: 5 N.J.R. 219(a), 5 N.J.R. 333(a). 

Revisions for 1974: Amendments became effective April 11, 1974 as 
R.1974 d.90. See: 6 N.J.R. .99(a), 6 N.J.R. 172(c). Further revisions 
became effective June 12, 1974 as R.l974 d.141. See: 6 N.J.R. 172(b), 
6 N.J.R. 258(a). Further amendments became effective July 1, 1974 as 
R.l974 d.l76. See: 6 N.J.R. 227(a), 6 N.J.R. 302(c). 

Revisions for 1975: Amendments became effective January 14, 1975 
as R.l975 d.5. See: 6 N.J.R. 467(a), 7 N.J.R. 46(b) and R.1975 d.6. 
See: 6 N.J.R. 470(a), 7 N.J.R. 46(c). 

Revisions for 1976: Amendments became effective November 4, 
1976 as R.1976 d.342. See: 8 N.J.R. 546(b). Subchapter 19 concern­
ing School Bus Warning Lamps (Strobe) became effective May 1, 1977 
as R.1976 d.386. See: 8 N.J.R. 454(a), 9 N.J.R. 12(b). 

Revisions for 1977: Amendments became effective August 3, 1977 as 
R.1977 d.277. See: 9 N.J.R. 416(d). 

Revisions for 1978: Subchapter 5 was substantially amended by the 
replacement of the original text and numbering with new subchapter 6 
to be applicable to all buses manufactured after October 1, 1978, 
effective July 7, 1978 as R.l978 d.226. See: 10 N.J.R. 319(c). 

Revisions for 1980: Amendments became effective September 5, 
1980 as R.1980 d.382. See: 12 N.J.R. 453(b), 12 N.J.R. 569(e). 
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Revisions for 1983: Subchapter 5 was repealed and new rules 
adopted; Subchapter 6 concerning School Bus Body and Equipment 
Specifications was repealed and Subchapter 19, Rules Mandated for 
School Buses manufactured after May 1, 1977, was repealed effective 
June 20, 1983 as R.1983 d.247. See: 15 N.J.R. 383(a), 15 N.J.R. 
1019(a). Amendments became effective October 17, 1983 as R.1983 
d.457. See: 15 N.J.R. 982(b ), 15 N.J.R. 1740(a). 

Revisions for 1985: Amendments and new rules became effective 
August 5, 1985 as R.l985 d.396. See: 17 N.J.R. 1035(a), 17 N.J.R. 
1875(a). Subchapter 1 was repealed pursuant to Executive Order 
66(1978) effective August 9, 1985 with amendments effective Septem­
ber 3, 1985 as R.l985 d.451. See: 17 N.J.R. 1365(a), 17 N.J.R. 
2107(a). 

Revisions for 1986: Amendments became effective May 5, 1986 as 
R.1986 d.156. See: 18 N.J.R. 138(a), 18 N.J.R. 975(a). 

Revisions for 1987: Amendment repealed sections 10.2 and 10.3; 
amended 10.1 and renumbered 10.4 to 10.2 effective February 2, 1987 
as R.1987 d.94. See: 18 N.J.R. 2155(a), 19 N.J.R. 290(a). Subchapter 
18, Inspection, was adopted as R.1987 d.184, effective April 20, 1987. , 
See: 19 N.J.R. 5(a), 19 N.J.R. 633(b). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 21, Pupil Trans­
portation, was readopted as R.1989 d.610, effective November 22, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). Subchapter 11, Drivers; 
Subchapter 13, Bid Specifications; Subchapter 14, Bond; and Subchap­
ter 15, Bidding, were repealed and replaced by R.l989 d.610, effective 
December 18, 1989. Subchapter 12, Advertising for Bids, was repealed 
and reserved by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. Subchap­
ter 19, Pupil Transportation Governance and Administration, was a 
new rule adopted by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. See: 
21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

Subchapter 12, Use of School Buses Other Than To and From 
School and School Related Activities, was adopted as R.1993 d.272, 
effective June 7, 1993. See 25 N.J.R. 1095(a), 25 N.J.R. 2249(a). 
Subchapters 6, 6A, 6B and 6C, regarding standards for buses used for 
pupil transportation, were adopted as R.1992 d.397, effective November 
2, 1992 (operative May 21, 1993). See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 
4069(a). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 21 was readopt­
ed as R.1994 d.404. See: Source and Effective Date. Subchapter 5, 
Standards for School Buses, was repealed and a new Subchapter 5, 
Standards for School Buses Manufactured July 1985 through May 1993, 
was adopted as a part of R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. See: 
26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). See, also, section annotations. 
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6:21-16.4 
6:21-16.5 
6:21-16.6 
6:21-16.7 
6:21-16.8 
6:21-16.9 
6:21-16.10 
6:21-16.11 

Rules 
Form of contract 
Rules constitute part of contract 
Term of contract 
Awarding contracts 
High, collusive or no bids 
Quoted contracts 
Renewing contract 
Addendum 
Transferring contracts and contract renewals 
Joint transportation agreements 

SUBCHAPTER 17. INSURANCE 
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6:21-18.2 Division of Motor Vehicles inspection 
6:21-18.3 Department of Transportation inspection 
6:21-18.4 Responsibility for reports and records 
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APPENDIX. 

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

6:21-1.1 General requirements 

6:21-1.1 

(a) Under the provisions of the New Jersey Statutes, the 
State Board of Education shall adopt and enforce rules 
consistent with law to cover the design and operation of all 
school buses used in the transportation of public school 
pupils to and from school and school related activities 
including the transportation of nonpublic school pupils by a 
district board of education. 

(b) Transportation of pupils attending public or nonpub­
lic schools shall be provided pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 
et seq. 

(c) All forms prescribed by the Commissioner of Edu­
cation referred to in this chapter are available in the office 
of the county superintendent of schools, and at the Bureau 
of Pupil Transportation, Department of Education, 240 
West State Street, CN 500, Trenton, New Jersey 08625. 

(d) It is recommended that district boards of education 
and school bus contractors acquaint themselves with the 
procedures described in the Department of Education Poli­
cies and Procedures Manual for Pupil Transportation to 
ensure efficiency in the implementation of a pupil transpor­
tation program. This manual is available for review at the 
transportation office of the district board of education, the 
office of the county superintendent of schools and the 
Bureau of Pupil Transportation. 

Amended by R.1985 d.451, effective September 3, 1985. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1365(a), 17 N.J.R. 2107(a). 

Added "1967" to Standards published, rules effective changed from 
"1967" to "1985". 
Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

Retitled, formerly "Rules" and repealed and replaced (c) and (d). 
Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

Case Notes 

School bus stop was not unsafe and would not be moved on request 
of parent claiming danger due to visibility problems and speed of 
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6:21-1.1 

traffic. Handel v. Green Board .of Education, 95 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 
526. 

Refusal to reestablish bus stop was arbitrary and capricious. Peary v. 
Barnegat Township Board of Education, 93 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 798. 

State aid reimbursement; prior approval of purchase by county 
superintendent. Hillsborough Township Board of Education v. Saul 
Cooperman, Commissioner of Education, and New Jersey Department 
of Education, 92 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 141. 

6:21-1.2 Accident reporting 

(a) Every school bus driver shall immediately inform the 
principal of the receiving school and the school business 

. administrator of the district board of education providing 
for the transportation folloWing an accident which involves 
an injury, death or property damage. The driver shall also 
complete and file the Preliminary School Bus Accident 
Report prescribed by the Commissioner of Education. 

(b) In addition to the PreHminary School Bus Accident 
Report, the driver of a school bus involved in an accident 
resulting in injury or death of any person, or damage to 
property of any one person in excess of $500.00 shall within 
10 days after such accident complete and file a Motor 
Vehicle Accident Report in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
39:4-130. 

(c) Each district board of education shall establish poli­
cies and procedures to be followed by the school bus driver 
in the event of an emergency. 

R.1972 d.220, effective November 6, 1972. 
See: 4 N.J.R. 231(a), 4 N.J.R. 302(a). 
Amended by R.1985 d.451, effective September 3, 1985. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1365(a), 17 N.J.R. 2107(a). 

Section substantially amended and (c) added. 
Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a); 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

References to specific forms to be filed added. 
Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994 .. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

6:21-1.3 Remote defined 

(a) The words "remote from the schoolhouse" shall mean 
beyond 2V2 miles for high school pupils (grades 9 through 
12) and beyond two miles for elementary pupils (grades 
kindergarten through eight), except for educationally handi­
capped pupils. 

(b) For the purpose of determining remoteness in con­
nection with pupil transportation, measurement shall be 
made by the shortest route along public roadways or public 
walkways from the entrance of the pupil's residence nearest 
such public roadway or public walkway to the nearest public 
entrance of the assigned school. 

R.1972 d.220, effective November 6, 1972. 
See: 4 N.J.R. 231(a), 4 N.J.R. 302(a). 
Amended by R.1976 d.342, effective November 4, 1976. 
See: 8 N.J.R. 546(b). 
Amended by R.1985 d.451, effective September 3,1985. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1365(a), 17 N.J.R. 2107(a). 

"8" changed to "eight". 
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Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

At (a) added category of "educationally handicapped pupils". 

U.w Review and Journal Commentaries 

Education-Busing. P.R. Chenoweth, 137 N.J.L.J. 52 (1994). 

Case Notes 

Walkway was as safe as any other sidewalk, and walkway qualified as 
public thoroughfare for purposes of calculating whether students who 
used walkway resided more than two miles from school and had to be 
bused. Board of Educ. of Tp. of Wayne v. Kraft, 139 N.J. 597, 656 
A.2d 430 (1995). 

Safety considerations required that walkway in isolated and wooded 
· area could not be used for determining whether students were eligible 

for mandatory free pupil transportation. Board of Educ. of Tp. of 
Wayne v. Kraft, 274 N.J.Super. 211,643 A.2d 1029 (A.D.1994), certifi­
cation granted 138 N.J. 267, 649 A.2d 1287, reversed 139 N.J. 597, 656 
A.2d 430. 

Safety and welfare of children is purpose of statute requiring trans­
portation of elementary pupils living more th;m two miles from school. 
Board of Educ. of Tp. of Wayne v. Kraft, 274 N.J.Super. 211, 643 A.2d 
1029 (A.D.1994), certification granted 138 N.J. 267, 649 A.2d 1287, 
reversed 139.N.J. 597, 656 A.2d 430. 

Private roads; remoteness from school. Board of Educ. of Tp. of 
Wayne v. Kraft, 274 N.J.Super. 211,643 A.2d 1029 (A.D.1994), certifi­
cation granted 138 N.J. 267, 649 A.2d 1287, reversed 139 N.J. 597, 656 
A.2d 430. 

State Board of Education properly interpreted of regulation delineat-
ing distance from pupil's residence which renders school remote to \ 
include in calculation driveway running from public roadway. Nelson v. · } 
Board of Educ. of Borough of Glen Ridge, 246 NJ.Super. 467, 587 \~ 
A.2d 1327 (A.D.1991). · 

Statute providing for reimbursement to parent of expenses for private 
school transportation within the State upheld against equal protection 
constitutional challenge. Reed v. State Attorney General, 195 N.J.Su­
per. 172, 478 A.2d 788 (App.Div.1984). 

School district was required to provide transportation for children 
when distance covered between home and school was beyond two-mile 
limit. Nichols v. Wayne Board of Education, 95 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 
157. 

Right to free transportation; route to school measured along avail­
able sidewalks and existing marked crosswalks. Nichols v. Wayne 
Township Board of Education, 93 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 701. 

Students not entitled to busing; students lived within two miles of 
school. Potter, et a!., v. Board of Education of Township of Wayne, 93 
N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 162. 

Courtesy school busing policy; not arbitrarily applied to student 
living within one mile of school. Buonocore v. Hillsdale Borough 
Board of Education, 92 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 655. 

Walkway was "public walkway" for purpose of determining remote­
ness from school house. Board of Education of Township of Wayne v. 
Kraft, O'Keefe, Brooks, Moriarty. Glazer, Et. AI, 92 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 
111. 

Policy behind and meaning of "remoteness": "W.C." and "M.L." 
Horner, individually and as parents and natural guardians of "W.L.H." 
and "J.R.H." v. Bd. of Ed. Kinsway Reg. H.S. Dist., Gloucester Cty., 
1979 S.L.D. 487, 1979 S.L.D. 493. ./" "-

\ 
Application of hazard exception. Beggans v. Bd. of Ed., W. Orange, ·~ 

Essex Cty., 1974 S.L.D. 834, 1975 S.L.D. 1071. 
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6:21-1.4 Retirement of school buses 

(a) School buses manufactured prior to April 1, 1977, 
__,~ other than those of the transit type whose gross vehicle 

weight (G.V.W.) exceeds 25,000 pounds, shall not be used 
for pupil transportation. 

(b) School buses, Type I and Type II, as defined by 
N.J.S.A. 39:1-1, which are registered and inspected in this 
State, manufacturea on or after April 1, 1977, other than 
those of the transit type whose gross vehicle weight 
(G.V.W.) exceeds 25,000 pounds, shall not be utilized for 
pupil transportation purposes beyond the end of the twelfth 
year from the year of manufacture, as noted on the vehicle 
registration, or at the end of the school year in which that 

· year falls, whichever is later. Such buses, when used beyond 
the tenth year, shall have an annual in-depth inspection by 
the Division of Motor Vehicles prior to the ensuing school 
year. 

(c) School buses of transit type whose gross vehicle 
weight (G.V.W.) exceeds 25,000 pounds shall not be used 
for pupil transportation purposes beyond the end of the 
twentieth year from the year of manufacture, as noted on 
the vehicle registration, or at the end of the school year in 
which that year falls, whichever is later. 

R.1974 d.176, effective July 1, 1974. 
See: 6 N.J.R. 227(a), 6 N.J.R. 302(c). 
Amended by R.1980 d.382, effective September 5, 1980. 
See: 12 N.J.R. 453(b), 12 N.J.R. 569(e). 

(a) amended. 
{c) deleted. 

Amended by R.1983 d.457, effective October 17, 1983. 
See: 15 N.J.R. 982(b), 15 N.J.R. 1740(a). 

Added new (b) and recodified old (b) as (c). 
Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

At (b) added Type I and Type II school buses and referenced 
statutory cite for definition. · 

SUBCHAPTER 2. REQUIREMENTS FOR 
NONPUBLIC SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION 

6:21-2.1 General requirements 

(a) Transportation or aid in lieu of transportation shall 
be provided in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 et seq. 

(b) District boards of education shall adopt policies and 
procedures governing the transportation of pupils to and 
from school. Districts shall advertise for bids before deter­
mination is made to provide transportation or aid in lieu of 
transportation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1. 

Repealed and New Rule: R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

6:21-2.4 

Case Notes 

School district not providing transportation. for public school students 
was not required to provide transportation to private school for stu­
dents residing in district. T.J.F. and J.W.F. v. Wildwood Board of 
Education, 95 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 501. 

Fear for safety while commuting did not render private school 
expenses reimbursable. B.J. v. Board of Educ. of the Township of 
.Teaneck, 93 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 424. 

6:21-2.2 Registration procedure . 

(a) The private school shall obtain the Application for 
Private School Transportation, as prescribed by the Com­
missioner of Education, from the public schools. 

(b) It shall be the obligation of the parent or guardian of 
private school pupils to annually obtain the Application For 
Private School Transportation, as prescribed by the Com­
missioner of Education, from the administrative office of the 
private school in which the pupil is enrolled. 

(c) Upon completion by the parent or guardian, the 
application shall be returned to the private school on or 
before May 1 preceding the school year in which transporta­
tion is being requested. 

(d) The private school shall annually collect from the 
parent or guardian the applications and submit them to the 
public school from which transportation is being requested 
for registration and implementation prior to May 15. 

(e) The public school shall notify the parent or guardian 
and private school as to the determination of each applica­
tion by August 1. 

(f) A late application shall be any application received by 
the district after May 15. Eligible pupils will receive trans­
portation or aid in lieu of transportation based upon the 
date of receipt of the application by the public school. 

(g) Prior to August 1, the public schools shall prepare the 
Private School Transportation Summary form as prescribed 
by the Commissioner of Education. 

Amended by R.1975 d.5, effective January 14, 1975. 
See: 6 N.J.R. 467(a), 7 N.J.R. 46(b). 
Amended by R.1989 d.61 0, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

Late application redefined as after May 15 and references to specific 
forms added. 

6:21-2.3 Time of transportation 

Transportation, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1, shall be 
provided Monday through Friday between September 1 and 
June 30 when the nonprofit private school is in session. 

6:21-2.4 Grade level 

Students eligible for transportation or aid in lieu of 
transportation shall be enrolled in grades kindergarten 
through grade 12. The determination of entrance age for 
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6:21-2.4 

pupils shall be in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:38-5 and 
18A:44-2. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

"Aid in lieu of transportation" added. 

6:21-2.5 School closings 

Suspension of the operation of the pupil transportation 
system, due to inclement weather or other conditions, shall 
be the responsibility of the public school authorities provid­
ing the transportation. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a}. 

Corrected N.J.A.C. cite and referenced "inclement" weather. 

6:21-2.6 Early withdrawal 

The public school shall be immediately notified by the 
administrative agent of the private school when a pupil 
eligible for transportation or aid in lieu of transportation 
withdraws from the private school. 

Amended by R.1975 d.5, effective January 14, 1975. 
See: 6 N.J.R. 467(a), 7 N.J.R. 46(b). 
Repealed and New Rule: R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

6:21-2.7 Certification of attendance 

(a) Between January 1 and January 10 of each year, the 
private school administrator shall certify on forms pre­
scribed by the Commissioner of Education, that the named 
pupils were enrolled for the first half of the academic year 
(September to January) and return the forms to the public 
school prior to January 15. 

(b) The public school shall evaluate the January certifica­
tion report and, if approved, shall pay aid in lieu of trans­
portation to the parent or guardian of the eligible pupils 
after receivi..'lg a signed Request For Payment of Transpor­
tation Aid voucher as prescribed by the Commissioner of 
Education. 

(c) Between May 1 and May 10 of each year, the private 
school administrator shall certify on forms prescribed by the 
Commissioner of Education that the named pupils were 
enrolled for the second half of the academic year, (January 

. to June) and return the forms to the public school prior to 
May 15. 

(d) The public school shall evaluate the May certification, 
and if approved, shall pay aid in lieu of transportation to the 
parent or guardian of the eligible pupils after receiving a 
signed Request For Payment of Transportation Aid voucher 
as prescribed by the Commissioner of Education. 

(e) Upon request, the district board of education shall 
send to the county superintendent of schools the Private 
School transportation Summary. 
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(f) A district board of education shall not be required to 
pay aid in lieu of transportation when the Request for 
P1aymenftthof Tf'ran1sportation Aid voucher is received after the \~ 
c ose o e tsca year. 

Amended by R.1975 d.5, effective January 14, 1975. 
See: 6 N.J.R. 467(a), 7 N.J.R. 46(b}. · 
Repealed and New Rule: R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

6:21-2.8 (Reserved) 

Amended by R.1975 d.5, effective January 14, 1975. 
See: 6 N.J.R. 467(a), 7 N.J.R. 46(b). 
Repealed by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

6:21-2.9 (Reserved) 

R.1975 d.5, effective January 14, 1975. 
See: 6 N.J.R. 467(a), 7 N.J.R. 46(b). 
Repealed by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

SUBCHAPTER 3. REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC 
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION 

6:21-3.1 Statutory basis 

(a) Transportation of pupils attending public schools shall 
be furnished pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 et seq. 

(b) District boards of education shall adopt policies and 
procedures governing the transportation of pupils to and 
from school and school related activities. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

New (b) added. 

Case Notes 

No abuse of discretion in changing designated bus stop for perceptu­
ally impaired 12-year-old. Peary v. Board of Education of Township of 
Barnegat, 93 N.J.AR.2d (EDU) 167. 

SUBCHAPTER 4. SCHOOL BUS CAPACITY 

6:21-4.1 Capacity 

(a) The number of pupils assigned to a seat may not 
exceed the gross seating length in inches divided by 15. 
Application of the foregoing formula shall not result in the 
approval of a school vehicle with a seating capacity in excess 
of 54. 
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PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

1. Vehicles manufactured as 58 passenger elementary 
school vehicles owned by a district board of education or 
contractor prior to December 18, 1989, may be utilized 
until retirement. 

(b) There shall be no standees. 

6:21-4.1 

(c) This section shall not apply to a bus while being used 
as a common carrier on a preset franchised route and 
schedule. 

Repeal and New Rule, R.1989 d.610, effective December 18. 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a). 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See:. 26 N.J.R. 1997(a). 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 
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PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

6:21-4.2 Passengers 

A district board of education shall insure that only en-
~¥ rolled eligible public school pupils, eligible private school 

pupils, adults serving as chaperons or authorized school 
personnel shall be transported. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

N.J.A.C. 6:21-4.2 was recodified as part of new N.J.A.C. 6:21-4.1 and 
N.J.A.C. 6:21-4.5 was amended and recodified to N.J.A.C. 6:21-4.2. 

6:21-4.3 (Reserved) 
Repealed by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

6:21-4.4 (Reserved) 
Recodified to N.J.A.C. 6:21-4.1 by R.1989 d.610, effective December 

18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

6:21-4.5 (Reserved) 
Recodified to N.J.A.C. 6:21-4.5 by R.1989 d.610, effective December 

18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

SUBCHAPTER 5. STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL 
BUSES MANUFACTURED JULY 1985 
THROUGH MAY 1993 

6:21-5.1 School bus standards; incorporated by reference 

(a) The State Board of Education authorizes the use of 
Standards for School Buses and Operations, National Mini­
mum Standards for School Buses, 1985 Revised Edition, 
which are issued as recommendations of the Tenth National 
Conference on School Transportation. These standards are 
divided into sections covering definitions, chassis standards 
and body standards. The purpose is to define school buses, 
minimum chassis and body standards and assign responsibil­
ity for providing the defined equipment. The 1985 revised 
edition of Standards for School Buses and Operations cover­
ing definitions and school bus chassis and body standards, 
are incorporated by reference and hereby adopted as a rule 
and supplemented by standards established by N.J.A.C. 
6:21-5.2, 5.3 and 5.4. These standards apply to vehicles 
with a chassis manufacture date of July, 1985 through May, 
1993. 

1. This document is available for review at the Bureau 
of Pupil Transportation, Division of Administration and 
Finance, New Jersey Department of Education, 240 West 
State Street, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, or at the Office 
of Administrative Law, CN 301, Trenton, New Jersey 
08625. 

2. This document may be purchased from the Nation­
al Safety Council, 444 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois 60611. 
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6:21-5.2 Chassis standards supplement to the 1985 
National. Minimum Standards 

(a) The parking brake shall hold the vehicle stationary, or 
to a limit of traction of the braked wheels, on a 20 percent 
grade under any condition of legal loading and on a surface 
free from snow, ice and loose material. 

(b) When applied, the parking brake shall remain in an 
applied position with the capability set forth in (a) above, 
despite exhaustion of the source of energy used for the 
application or leakage of any kind. 

(c) A parking brake lever shall be mounted to the right of 
the driver on Types C and D buses and in a position that is 
easily accessible. On Types A and B buses, the parking 
brake lever may be mounted to the left of the driver. 

(d) The parking brake shall be equipped with an on or 
off waming device. 

(e) The hood may be painted National School Bus Yel­
low low luster yellow or flat black. The wheels may be 
black, gray, silver or white. The grille shall be chrome or 
National School Bus Yellow. 

(f) An exhaust system shall not exit under any operating 
window of a bus. 

(g) Type A school bus fuel tank(s) shall be according to 
the manufacturers' standard. 

(h) Buses shall be equipped with dual horns of standard 
make. Each horn shall be capable of producing a complex 
sound in a band of audio frequencies between approximate­
ly 250 and 2,000 cycles per second and each having a total 
sound level of 110 decibels within these frequency limits. 
Sound shall be measured at a point on the axis of the horn, 
three feet from the exit of the horn. 

(i) All gauges and instruments must be appropriately 
identified. 

(j) A telltale light, plainly visible to the driver, shall be 
installed to give a positive indication of the operation of the 
stop lights. 

(k) A transmission shifting control pattern shall be af­
fixed to a point convenient to the driver. 

(l ) There shall be a detent on the automatic transmission 
shift level to insure that the transmission cannot accidentally 
move from neutral to a drive gear without driver effort. 

(m) School buses not equipped with a park position on 
the shift control selector for automatic or semi-automatic 
transmissions shall be equipped with a heavy duty parking 
brake. 
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6:21-5.3 

6:21-5.3 Bus body standards supplement to the 1985 
National Minimum Standards 

(a) Except for Type A vehicles, the minimum clearance 
of all aisles shall be 12 inches. 

(b) When a bus is equipped with air doors or other air 
operated assemblies, excluding windshield wipers, an addi­
tional air tank is needed for the operation of those assem­
blies. 

(c) The emergency door shall be designed to be opened 
from the inside and outside of the bus and shall be 
equipped with a fastening device which may be quickly 
released, but is designed to offer protection against acciden­
tal release. Control of the fastening device from the driv­
er's seat shall not be permitted. 

(d) The emergency door fastening device shall be 
equipped with a suitable electric plunger-type switch con­
nected with a buzzer located in the driver's compartment. 
The switch shall be enclosed in a metal case, and wires 
leading from the switch shall be concealed in the bus body. 
The switch shall be installed so that the plunger contacts the 
farthest edge of the slide bar in such a manner so that any 
movement of the slide bar will immediately close the circuit 
on the switch and activate the buzzer. 

(e) The emergency door may be equipped with a locking 
system which incorporates an interlocking electrical circuit 
that prevents the bus from being started while the emergen­
cy door is locked. 

(f) The words "Emergency Door" shall be applied to the 
emergency door, both inside and outside, and shall be in red 
letters at least two inches high. 

(g) The >hot water heater system in a Type A vehicle shall 
be according to the manufacturers' standard. 

(h) The owning or operating organization name shall be 
conspicuously identified in letters at least three inches high, 
located on each longitudinal side of the exterior of the bus. 
Such identification shall be completely horizontal and below 
the window line. 

(i) No advertisement of any kind shall be exhibited either 
on the interior or exterior of the school bus, with the 
exception that the manufacturer's and vendor's trade 
name(s) shall be permitted to be exhibited on the bus. 

(j) Types A and B buses shall install incandescent signal 
lamps. 

(k) Types C and D buses shall use either the incandes­
cent or strobe lamps. 

(l ) Interior lampsc shall be provided which adequately 
illuminate the aisle and step-well. 

DEPT. OF EDUCATION 

(m) All lamps and their installation shall be of a type 
approved by the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles. 

(n) If strobe lamps are utilized, the front and rear signal 
lamps on each school bus shall be equipped with eight 
electronic strobe lamps, four red and four amber, working in 
an automatic integrated system. The warning lamps shall 
be of a type approved by the Director of the Division of 
Motor Vehicles. 

1. Eight Par 46 sealed beam type strobe lamps shall 
be utilized. 

2. The solid-state strobe power supply shall provide 
the electrical power to energize the sealed beam flash 
tubes. The power supply shall energize the lamps at a 
combined alternating flash rate of 120-128 flashes per 
minute. The power supply shall be fully enclosed in a 
metal environment container with a minimum metal wall 
thickness of 0.060 inch. 

3. The power supply shall be fully enclosed within the 
bulkhead. 

(o) Types B, C and D school buses shall have two exteri­
or convex type mirrors mounted forward, one to the left side 
and one to the right of the driver. Each mirror shall be a 
minimum of six by six inches overall, rectangular in shape 
and shall have a minimum 21 inch to a maximum 30 inch 
radius of curvature on the convex. Each mirror shall be 
firmly supported and adjustable to give the driver a clear 1 d 
view of the left rear wheels and the immediate adjacent 
area, and the right rear wheels and the immediate adjacent 
area. 

1. Type A school buses shall have two exterior clear 
view rearview mirrors mounted forward, below eye level, 
one to the left and one to the right of the driver and each 
mirror shall be firmly supported and adjustable to give the 
driver a clear view past the left rear and right rear of the 
vehicle. Outside rearview mirrors, as a minimum, shall 
be four inches wide by six inches high. 

(p) Mirror mounting brackets shall be affixed to the bus 
so as to be securely fastened to the structural frame mem­
bers of the bus body, or shall be affixed to the existing 
exterior rearview mirror mounting brackets. 

( q) The convex type mirrors shall not be a part of or 
attached to the exterior rearview mirrors. 

(r) The convex type mirror head and the rearview mirror 
head shall be mounted so as to have a minimum of two 
inches distance between the two mirrors. 

(s) Cross over mirrors shall have a minimum measure­
ment of six and one-half inches at the base. 

(t) The size of the interior mirror on Type A school buses 
shall be according to manufacturers' standard. 
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(u) The floor covering in Type A school buses shall be 
either one-half exterior plywood securely fastened to the 
floor of the school bus in the passenger compartment, 
tapered to the forward level, or 14 gauge smooth steel floor. 

(v) Rub rails shall be attached at each body post, sedan 
doors and all other upright structural members. 

(w) All seats shall be forward facing. 

(x) The tailpipe shall terminate up to a maximum of two 
inches beyond the rear bumper. 

(y) Glass in all side and rear windows shall be of AS-2 or 
better grade. Equivalent plastic AS-4 or better, may only 
be used in side windows of the bus. 

(z) The windshield shall have a horizontal gradient band 
starting slightly above the line of a driver's vision and 
gradually decreasing in light transmission to 20 percent or 
less at the top of the windshield. Glass in the windshield 
shall be of AS-1 grade. 

(aa) The wheelhousing shall be attached to floor sheets in 
such a manner to prevent any dust, water, or fumes from 
entering the body. The wheelhousing shall be constructed 
of 16-gauge steel. 

6:21-5.4 Standards supplement to the 1985 National 
Minimum Standards for buses used to transport 
special needs students 

(a) If a ramp device is installed, it shall have a non-skid 
surface and be securely stored and protected from the 
elements when not in use. 

1. The ramp must have at least three feet of length for 
each foot of incline. 

(b) Seat belts or other suitable restraints shall be installed 
for each passenger including those seated in wheelchairs. 

(c) Each door shall be equipped with a device that will 
actuate a visual or audible signal located in the driver's 
compartment when the door is not securely closed and the 
ignition is in the "on" position. 

(d) Any aisle leading from a wheelchair position to the 
emergency or exit door shall be a minimum width of 30 
inches. 

SUBCHAPTER 6. STANDARDS FOR BUSES USED 
FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 
MANUFACTURED JUNE, 1993 OR 
THEREAFTER 

6:21-6.1 Scope and purpose 
(a) To ensure the safety of students, buses originally 

designed to carry 10 or more passengers used in the trans-

6:21-6.2 

portation of public school students to and from school and 
school related activities shall comply with the rules estab­
lished in N.J.A.C. 6:21-6, 6A, 6B, 6C and all applicable 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards. 

(b) The rules established in N.J.A.C. 6:21-6, 6A, 6B and 
6C also apply to buses used for the transportation of 
nonpublic school students when services are provided by a 
district board of education. 

(c) The rules established in N.J.A.C. 6:21-6, 6A, 6B and 
6C do not apply to buses approved for school use under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation unless 
otherwise noted. 

(d) The rules established in N.J.A.C. 6:21-6, 6A, 6B and 
6C shall apply to buses with a June, 1993 or later chassis 
manufacture date unless otherwise noted. Buses manufac­
tured prior to this date shall comply with the rules in effect 
when the bus was manufactured or converted. 

Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

6:21-6.2 Words and phrases defined 

The following words and phrases, when used in N.J.A.C. 
6:21-6 through 6C, shall have the following meanings unless 
the context clearly indicates otherwise. Any reference to 
direction is relative to the driver in a seated position. 

"Completed vehicle" means a vehicle that requires no 
further manufacturing operation to perform its intended 
function. 

"Curb weight" means the weight of a school bus or 
vehicle including a maximum capacity of all fluids. 

"Driver" means the authorized licensed operator of the 
vehicle. 

"Emergency brake" means the mechanism designed to 
stop a school bus or vehicle in case of service brake failure. 

"FMVSS" means Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Stan­
dards. 

"FMCSR" means Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regula­
tions. 

"GVW" means Gross Vehicle Weight. GVW is the total 
weight of a single vehicle plus its load. 

"GVWR" means Gross Vehicle Weight Rating. GVWR 
is the value specified by the manufacturer as the maximum 
loaded weight of a single vehicle. 

"Kph" mean kilometers per hour. 

"Mph" means miles per hour. 
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6:21-6.2 

"NSFSB" means National Standards for School Buses. 
'. 

"Parking brake" means a mechanism designed to prevent 
the movement of a stationary vehicle. 

"Passenger" means any person riding in a school bus or 
vehicle other than the driver. 

"Passenger seat" means a seat other than the driver's 
seat. 

"SAE" means SoCiety of Automotive Engineers, Inc. 

"SBMI" means School Bus Manufacturers Institute. 

"School bus" or "bus" when used in this subchapter shall 
refer to Types A, B, C and D buses and shall be classified in 
the following manner: 

1. A Type "A" school bus is a conversion or body 
constructed upon a van-type compact truck or a front­
section vehicle, with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less, 
designed for carrying 10 to 16 passengers; 

2. A Type "B" school bus is a conversion or body 
constructed and installed upon a van or front-section 
vehicle chassis, or stripped chassis, with a GVWR of more 
than 10,000 pounds, designed for carrying 10 to 25 pas­
sengers. Part of the engine is beneath and/or behind the 
windshield and beside the driver's seat. The entrance 
door is behind the front wheels; 

3. A Type "C" school bus is a body installed upon a 
flat" back cowl chassis with a GVWR of more than 10,000 
pounds, designed for carrying 10 to 54 passengers. The 
engine is in front of the windshield, or part of the engine 
is beneath and/or behind the windshield and beside the 
driver's seat. The entrance door is behind the front 
wheels; 

4. A Type "D" school bus is a body installed upon a 
chassis, with the engine mounted in the front, midship, or 
rear, with a GVWR of mor~ than 10,000 pounds, de­
signed for carrying 10 to 54 passengers. The engine may 
be behind the windshield and beside the driver's seat; it 
may be at the rear of the bus, behind the rear wheels, or 
midship between the front and rear axles. The entrance 
door is ahead of the front wheels; 

5. A Type "I" school bus is any vehicle with a seating 
capacity of 17 or more passengers used for the transporta­
tion of students to and from school or school related 
activities. This identification regulates the type of vehicle 
registration required by the New Jersey Division of Motor 
Vehicles; and 

~. A Type "II" school bus is any vehicle with a seating 
capacity of 16 passengers or less used for the transporta­
tion of students to and from school or school related 
activities. This identification regulates the type of vehicle 
registration required by the New Jersey Division of Motor 
Vehicles. 

DEPT. OF EDUCATION 

"School bus warning lamps" are eight alternately flashing 
red or amber lamps mounted horizontally both front and 
rear, intended to identify a vehicle as a school bus and to ~ 
inform other users of the highway that the vehicle is stopped 
or about to stop. 

"Service brake" means the primary mechanism designed 
to stop a motor vehicle. 

"Strobe school bus warning lamps" means a school bus 
warning lamp system utilizing eight electronic sealed beam 
flash tubes. 

"Webbed belt" means a narrow fabric belt woven with 
continuous filling yarns and finished selvages. 

6:21-6.3 Certification 

(a) The chassis and/or body manufacturer and any manu­
facturer of school bus equipment required by this subchap­
ter shall, upon request, provide evidence and/or certify to 
the Department of Education, Bureau of Pupil Transporta­
tion and the user that their product meets the minimum 
standards of this subchapter and all applicable FMVSS. 

(b) Any person who alters, converts, or modifies a certi­
fied "completed vehicle" used to transport students shall 
certify to the New Jersey Department of Education, Bureau 
of Pupil Transportation and the user that all modifications 
conform to applicable design, construction, testing, and 
performance standards contained in this chapter. ·~ 

(c) School bus vendors who sell or lease buses for student 
transportation shall issue a "Vendor Certification State­
ment", to the buyer or lessee, signed by an authorized agent 
or officer of the company certifying that the bus meets all 
State and Federal requirements. 

SUBCHAPTER 6A. CHASSIS STANDARDS 

6:21-6A.1 Air cleaner 

(a) The engine intake air cleaner system shall be fur­
nished and properly installed by the chassis manufacturer to 
meet engine manufacturer's specifications. 

(b) The intake air system for diesel engines may have an 
air cleaner restriction indicator properly installed by the 
chassis manufacturer to meet engine specifications. 

6:21-6A.2 Axles 

The front axle and rear differential, including suspension 
assemblies, shall have a gross axle weight rating at ground at 
least equal to that portion of .the load as would be imposed 
by the chassis manufacturer's maximum gross vehicle weight ·~ 
rating. 
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6:21-6A.3 Brakes 

(a) A braking system, including service brake and parking 
. _,; brake, shall be provided. 

(b) Buses using air or vacuum in the operation of the 
brake system shall be equipped with warning signals, readily 
audible and visible to the driver, that will give a continuous 
warning when the air pressure available in the system for · 
braking is 60 pounds per square inch or less or the vacuum 
in the system available for braking is eight inches of mercury 
or less. The audible warning signal shall be capable of 
alerting the driver while the bus is being operated in traffic. 
An illuminated gauge shall be provided that will indicate to 
the driver the air pressure in pounds per square inch or the 
inches of mercury vacuum available. 

1. Vacuum-assist brake systems shall have a reservoir 
used exclusively for brakes that shall be adequate to 
ensure loss in vacuum at full stroke application of not 
more than 30 percent when the engine is not running. 
The brake system on gas-powered engines shall include 
suitable and convenient connections for the installation of 
a separate vacuum reservoir. 

2. The brake system dry reservoir shall be safeguarded 
by a check "alve or equivalent device, that in the event of 
failure or leakage in its connection to the source of 
compressed air or vacuum, the stored dry air or vacuum 
shall not be depleted by the leakage or failure. 

·~· (c) Buses using a hydraulic assist-brake system shall be 
equipped with warning signals, readily audible and visible to 
the driver, that will provide continuous warning in the event 
of a loss of fluid flow from the primary source or loss of the 
electric source powering the backup system. 

(d) The brake lines and booster assist lines shall be 
protected from excessive heat and vibration and shall be 
installed to prevent chafing. 

(e) The brake system shall be designed to permit visual 
inspection of brake lining wear without removal of any 
chassis components. 

(f) The parking brake shall hold the vehicle stationary, or 
to a limit of traction of the braked wheels, on a 20 percent 
grade under any condition of legal loading and on a surface 
free from snow, ice and loose material. 

(g) When applied, the parking brake shall remain in an 
applied position with the capacity set forth in (f) above 
despite exhaustion of the source of energy used for the 
application or leakage of any kind. 

(h) A parking brake lever shall be mounted to the right 
of the driver in a position that is easily accessible. 

1. On Types A and B buses, the parking brake lever 
_/ may be mounted in accordance with the chassis manufac­

turer's standards. 

6:21-6A.7 

(i) The parking brake shall be equipped with a warning 
device visible to the driver which will indicate that the 
parking brake is on . 

6:21-6A.4 Bumper, front 

(a) The front bumper shall be furnished by the chassis 
manufacturer as part of the chassis. ' 

1. The Type D bus front bumper may be furnished by 
the body or chassis manufacturer. 

(b) The front bumper shall be of pressed steel channel or 
equivalent material at least ~6 inch thick and not less than 
eight inches high and shall extend beyond the forward-most 
part of the body, grille, hood, a:nd fenders and shall extend 
to outer edges of the fenders at the bumper top line. 

(c) The front bumper, except breakaway bumper ends, 
shall be of sufficient strength to permit pushing a vehicle of 
equal gross vehicle weight without permanent distortion to 
bumper, chassis, or body. 

(d) An energy absorbing front bumper, which conforms 
to current FMVSS test requirements, may be used. Its 
design shall incorporate a self-restoring energy absorbing 
system of sufficient strength to: 

1. Push another vehicle of similar GVW without per­
manent distortion to the bumper, chassis, or body; and 

2. Withstand repeated impacts without damage to the 
bumper, chassis or body according to current NSFSB. 

(e) Tow eyes or hooks shall be furnished and attached so 
as not to project beyond the front bumper. Tow eyes or 
hooks attached to the chassis frame, shall be furnished by 
the chassis manufacturer. This installation shall be in ac­
cordance with the chassis manufacturer's standards. 

6:21-6A.S Clutch 

The clutch torque capacity shall be equal to or greater 
than the engine torque output. 

6:21-6A.6 Color 

The chassis, including front bumper, shall be black. The 
cowl, fenders and hood shall be National School Bus Yel­
low. The hood may be painted non-reflective National 
School Bus Yellow. Wheels and rims shall be black, gray, 
white, or silver. The grille shall be chrome, silver, gray, or 
National School Bus Yellow. 

6:21-6A.7 Drive shaft 

Each segment of the drive shaft shall be equipped with a 
metal guard or guards around its circumference to prevent 
the drive shaft from whipping through the floor or dropping 
to the ground if broken. 
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6:21-6A.8 

6:21-6A.8 Electrical system 

(a) Buses shall be equipped with a batteiy or batteries as 
specified by the manufacturer. 

1. The storage battery shall have a minimum cold 
cranking capacity rating equal to the cranking current 
required for 30 seconds at 0 degrees Fahrenheit 
( -17.8°c) and a minimum reserve capacity rating of 120 
minutes at 25 amps. Higher capacities may be required 
depending upon optional equipment and local environ­
mental conditions. 

2. When a battery or batteries are to be mounted by 
the body manufacturer on a sliding tray rather than the 
standard installation provided by the chassis manufactur­
er, the battery(ies) shall be temporarily mounted on the 
chassis frame by the chassis manufacturer. In this case, 
the final location of the battery(ies) and the appropriate 
cable lengths shall be according to current SBMI design 
objectives. 

(b) Buses shall be equipped with an alternator. 

1. A Type A bus shall have a minimum 60 ampere per 
hour alternator. 

2. A Type B bus shall have a minimum 80 ampere per 
hour alternator. 

3. Types C and D buses shall have an alternator with 
a minimum output rating of at least 100 amperes capable 
of producing a minimum of 50 percent of its maximum 
rated output at manufacturer's recommended engine idle 
speed. 

4. Buses equipped with an electrical power lift, shall 
have· a minimum 100 amps per hour alternator. 

5. A direct-drive alternator is permissible in lieu of 
belt drive. Belt drive shall be capable of handling the 
rated capacity of the alternator with no detrimental effect 
on the other driven components. 

6. Estimating the required alternator capacity shall be 
according to current SBMI design objectives. 

(c) Wiring shall use a standard color and number coding 
and conform to current SAE standards. 

1. The chassis shall be delivered to the user with a 
wiring diagram that coincides with the wiring of the 
chassis. 

2. The chassis manufacturer shall install a readily 
accessible terminal strip or plug on the body side of the 
cowl, or at an accessible location in the engine compart­
ment of buses designed without a cowl, that shall contain 
the following terminals for the body connections: 

i. Main 100 amps. body circuit; 

ii. Tail lamps; 

iii. Right turn signal; 

iv. Left turn signal; 

v. Stop lamps; 

vi. Back up lamps; and 
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vii. Instrument panel lights which are rheostat con­
trolled by the headlamp switch. 

6:21-6A.9 Engine fire extinguishers 

Buses may be equipped with a fire extinguisher system for 
the engine compartment. 

Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

6:21-6A.10 Exhaust system 

(a) The exhaust pipe, muffler, and tailpipe shall be out­
side the bus body compartment and attached to the chassis. 

(b) The exhaust system components shall not be located 
where their location would likely result in burning, charring, 
or damaging the electrical wiring, the fuel supply, or any 
combustible part of the bus. 

1. The exhaust system on a gas-powered chassis shall 
be properly insulated from fuel tank connections by a 
securely attached metal shield at any point where it is 12 
inches or less from fuel tank or tank connections. 

i. When a metal shield is required, the metal shield 
shall provide a minimum of two inches clearance be­
tween the exhaust system components,. the fuel system, 
and/or combustible components. ' 

(c) The tailpipe diameter from muffler to the end shall 
comply with the chassis manufacturer's standard and shall 
be constructed of a corrosion resistant tubing material at 
least equal in strength and durability to 16-gauge steel 
tubing. 

1. The exhaust system tailpipe shall terminate to the 
rear of all doors and windows designed to be opened for 
ventilation. 

2. The exhaust system shall not discharge to the atmo­
sphere immediately below an emergency exit, fuel tank or 
fuel tank fill pipe. 

3. The exhaust system tailpipe of a bus powered by a 
gasoline engine shall extend to the rear bumper or to the 
left or right perimeter sides of the bus body and discharge 
to the atmosphere either: 

i. At or within six inches forward of the rearmost 
part of the bus on either side; or 

ii. Beyond the rear bus bumper up to a maximum of 
two inches. 

4. The exhaust system tailpipe of a bus using fuel 

I I 

~ 

other than gasoline shall extend to the rear bumper or to ; 
the perimeter of the sides of the bus body and discharge \~ .. / 
to the atmosphere either: 
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i. At or within 15 inches forward of the rearmost 
part of the bus on the sides; or 

ii. Beyond the rear bus bumper up to a maximum of 
two inches. 

(d) The muffler shall be constructed of corrosion-resis­
tant material. 

6:21-6A.ll Fenders, front, Type C buses 

(a) The total spread of the outer edges of the front 
fenders, measured at the fender line, shall exceed the total 
spread of front tires when front wheels are in straight-ahead 
position. 

(b) Front fenders shall be properly braced andfree from 
any body attachments. 

6:21-6A.12 Frame 

(a) The frame or its equivalent shall be of such design 
and strength characteristics to correspond with the standard 
practice for trucks of the same general load characteristics. 

(b) Any frame modification shall not be for the purpose 
of extending the wheelbase. 

(c) Holes in the top or bottom flanges, or side units of 
the frame, shall not be permitted except as provided in the 
original chassis frame. Welding to the frame shall be by the 
chassis manufacturer or as approved by the chassis manufac­
turer. 

(d) Frame lengths shall be provided in accordance with 
current SBMI design objectives. 

6:21-6A.13 Fuel tank 

(a) The fuel tank or tanks of minimum 30 gallon capacity 
shall have a 25 gallon actual draw. If a fuel tank size, larger 
than 30 gallons is supplied, the actual draw shall be 83 
percent of the tank capacity. The fuel tank(s) shall be filled 
and vented to the outside of the body, the location of which 
shall ensure that accidental fuel spillage will not drip or 
drain on any part of the exhaust system. 

(b) No portion of the fuel system which is located to the 
rear of the engine compartment, except the filler tube, shall 
extend above the top of the chassis frame rail. Fuel lines 
shall be mounted to obtain maximum possible protection 
from the chassis frame. 

(c) A fuel filter with replaceable element shall be install­
ed between the fuel tank and the engine. 

· (d) The fuel tank installation shall be in accordance with 
current SBMI design objectives. 

(e) An auxiliary tank may be added in accordance with 
current SBMI design objectives. 

6:21-6A.17 

(f) A bus constructed with a power lift unit may have the 
fuel tank mounted on the left chassis frame rail or behind 
the rear wheels. 

6:21-6A.14 Governor 

(a) An engine governor may be installed. 

(b) When an engine is mounted in the midship or rear of 
a bus, a governor shall be installed to limit engine speed to 
the maximum revolutions per minute recommended by the 
engine manufacturer, or a tachometer shall be installed so 
the engine speed may be known to the driver. 

(c) A road-speed governor may be installed to limit road 
speed. 

6:21-6A.15 Heating system 

The chassis engine shall have plugged openings for the 
purpose of supplying hot water for the bus heating system. 
The opening shall be suitable for attaching a % inch pipe 
thread/hose connector. The engine shall be capable of 
supplying water having a temperature of at least 170 degrees 
Fahrenheit at a flow rate of 50 pounds per minute at the 
return end of 30 feet of one inch inside diameter automotive 
hot water heater hose. 

6:21-6A.16 Horn 

Buses shall be equipped with dual horns of a standard 
make. Each horn shall be capable of producing a complex 
sound in a band of audio frequencies between 250 and 2,000 
cycles per second. 

6:21-6A.17 Instruments and instrument panel 

(a) The chassis shall be equipped with the following 
instruments and gauges. Lights in lieu of gauges are not 
acceptable except as noted: 

1. Speedometer; 

2. Odometer which will give accrued mileage to seven 
digits including tenths of miles; 

3. Voltmeter; 

i. An ammeter with graduated charge and discharge 
with ammeter and its wiring compatible with generating 
capacities is permitted in lieu of a voltmeter; 

4. Oil-pressure gauge; 

5. Water temperature gauge; 

6. Fuel gauge; 

7. Upper bea~ headlight indicator; 

8. Vacuum or air brake indicator gauge; 

i. A light indicator in lieu of a gauge is permitted 
on buses equipped with a hydraulic-over-hydraulic 
brake system; 
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6:21-6A.17 

9. Turn signal indicator; and 

10. Glow-plug indicator light, where appropriate. 

(b) All instruments shall be easily accessible for mainte­
nance and repair. 

(c) Above instruments and gauges shall be mounted on 
an instrument panel in such a manner that each is clearly 
visible to the driver while in normal seated-belted position 
in accordance with current SBMI design objectives. 

(d) The instrument panel shall have lamps of sufficient 
candlepower to illuminate all instruments, gauges and the 
shift selector indicator for an automatic transmission. 

(e) All gauges and instruments must be appropriately 
identified. 

6:21-6A.18 Oil filter 

An oil filter with replaceable element shall be provided 
and shall be connected by flexible oil lines if it is not of 
built-in or engine mounted design. The oil filter shall have 
a minimum capacity of one quart. 

6:21-6A.19 Openings 

All openings in the floorboard or firewall between chassis 
and passenger compartment, such as for gearshift selec­
tor/lever and parking brake lever, shall be sealed. 

6:21-6A.20 Passenger load 

(a) The gross vehicle weight (GVW) is the sum of the 
chassis weight, plus the body weight, plus the driver's weight, 
plus total seated pupil weight. 

1. For purposes of calculation: 

i. The driver's weight is 150 pounds; and 

ii. The pupil weight is 120 pounds per pupil. 

(b) The GVW shall not exceed the chassis manufacturer's 
GVWR for the chassis. 

(c) Buses with a GVWR in excess of 26,001 pounds shall 
display the GVWR on the sides of the bus as required by 
the Division of Motor Vehicles. 

6:21-6A.21 Pow!r and gradeability 

The GVW shall not exceed 185 pounds per published net 
horsepower of the engine at the manufacturer's recom­
mended maximum number of revolutions per minute. 

6:21-6A.22 Retarder system 

A retarder system may be used which shall maintain the 
speed of the fully loaded school bus at 19.0 mph or 30 kph 
on a seven percent grade for 3.6 miles or six km. 
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6:21-6A.23 Shock absorbers 

Buses shall be equipped with front and rear double-action . '1 
shock absorbers compatible with manufacturer's rated axle ~ 
capacity at ·each wheel location. 

6:21-6A.24 Springs. 

(a) The capacity of the springs or suspension assemblies. 
shall be commensurate with the chassis manufacturer's 
GVWR. 

(b) If leaf type rear springs are used, they shall be of a 
progressive type. 

6:21-6A.25 Steering gear 

(a) The steering gear shall be approved by the chassis 
manufacturer and designed to assure safe and accurate 
performance when a vehicle is operated with maximum load 
and at maximum speed. 

(b) The steering mechanism shall be accessible for exter­
nal adjustment. 

(c) No changes shall be made in the steering apparatus 
which are not approved by the chassis manufacturer. 

(d) There shall be a clearance of at least two inches 
between the steering wheel and the cowl, instrument panel, 
windshield, or any other surface. 

(e) Power steering is required and shall be of the integral 
type with integral valves. 

(f) The steering system shall be designed to provide a 
means of lubrication for all wear points, if wear points are 
not permanently lubricated. 

6:21-6A.26 Tires and rims 

(a) Tires and rims of proper size and tires with load 
rating commensurate with chassis manufacturer's GVWR 
shall be provided. 

(b) Tubeless tires mounted on one-piece drop center rims 
may be used. · 

(c) All tires shall be of the same size, construction and 
load rating. The load rating shall meet or exceed the 
GA WR in accordance with current applicable FMVSS. 

1. Tires on Types C and D buses may be of more than 
one type construction provided all tires on the same axle 
are the same type of construction. 

(d) If a bus is equipped with a spare tire and rim 
assembly, it shall be of the same size as those mounted on 
the bus. 
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(e) If a bus is equipped with a tire carrier, it shall be 
suitably mounted in an accessible location outside the pas­
senger compartment. 

(f) The tire tread depth shall at no time be less than 4/32 
of an inch on the front tires and 2/32 of an inch on the rear 
tires as measured on two adjacent treads by a Dill gauge or 
its equivalent. 

(g) Regrooved or recapped tires shall not be used on the 
front wheels of a bus. 

(h) Dual rear tires shall be provided on Types B, C, and 
D buses. 

(i) Tire chains, snow tires or all weather tires shall be 
used for the drive wheels to enhance the safe operation of 
the bus in areas of snow and ice. 

6:21-6A.27 Transmission 

(a) When an automatic transmission is used, it shall 
provide for not less than three forward speeds and one 
reverse speed. 

(b) When a manual transmission is used, second gear and 
higher shall be synchronized except when incompatible with 
engine power. A minimum of three forward speeds and 
one reverse speed shall be provided. 

(c) A diagram of the shifting control pattern shall be 
located in a position easily visible to the driver. 

(d) There shall be a detent on the automatic transmission 
shift lever to insure that the transmission cannot accidentally 
move from neutral to a drive gear without driver effort. 

(e) Buses which are not equipped with a park position on 
the shift control selector for automatic transmissions shall 
be equipped with a heavy duty parking brake. 

(f) The transmission shift control lever/mechanism shall 
be mounted to the right of the steering column. 

6:21-6A.28 Turning radius 

(a) A chassis with a wheel base of 264 inches or less shall 
have a right and left turning radius of not more than 42\6 
feet, curb to curb measurement. 

(b) A chassis with a wheelbase of 265 inches or more 
shall have a right and left turning radius of not more than 
44\6 feet, curb to curb measurement. 

6:21-6A.29 Undercoating 

./ The undersides of steel or metallic-constructed front 
fenders shall be coated with rust-proofing compound. 

6:21-6B.4 

6:21-6A.30 Weight distribution 

The weight distribution of a fully loaded bus on a level 
surface shall not exceed the manufacturer's front and rear 
GAWR. 

SUBCHAPTER 6B. BODY STANDARDS 

6:21-6B.l Aisle 

(a) The minimum clearance of all aisles shall be 12 
inches. 

1. The aisle leading to an exit door or a rear emergen­
cy exit shall be a minimum width of 12 inches. 

2. The aisle leading from the Ce)Jter aisle to a side 
emergency door shall be a minimum width of 24 inches. 

3. The aisle leading to an emergency or lift door from 
a wheelchair position shall be a minimum width of 30 
inches. 

(b) Aisles shall be unobstructed at all times by any type 
barrier, seat, or other object. 

(c) The seat backs shall be slanted sufficiently to give 
aisle clearance of 15 inches at the tops of seat backs. 

(d) This rule also applies to buses under the jurisdiction 
of the Department of Transportation, approved for school 
use, contracted by a local board of education for transporta­
tion to and from school. 

6:21-6B.2 Back-up warning alarm 

An automatic audible alarm shall be installed behind the 
rear axle of the bus and shall comply with current applicable 
SAE standards for rubber tired vehicles. 

6:21-6B.3 Battery 

(a) A battery is to be furnished by the chassis manufac­
turer. 

(b) When the battery is mounted as described in the 
chassis standards of N.J.A.C. 6:21-6A.8(a), the body manu­
facturer shall securely attach battery on a slide-out or swing­
out tray in a closed, vented compartment in the body skirt, 
so that the battery may be exposed to the outside for 
convenient servicing. The battery compartment door or 
cover shall be hinged at the front or top and secured by an 
adequate and conveniently operated fastening device. 

6:21-6B.4 Bumpers 

(a) The front bumper shall be provided by the chassis 
manufacturer . 

1. The bumper on a Type D bus may be furnished by 
the body or chassis manufacturer. 
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6:21-68.4 

. 2. A front safety shield attached directly under the bus 
front bumper may be used. It shall be constructed of 
rigid plastic, fiberglass, steel or equivalent material de­
signed to withstand abnormal vibration, severe atmo­
sphere conditions and removable to permit towing. The 
shield's overall width shall not exceed maximum front tire 
width, when bus wheels are in a straight ahead position 
and shall terminate 12 to 14 inches above the road 
surface. Front surface may be either solid, perforated or 
louvered and shall be black. 

(b) A rear bumper shall be provided which is constructed 
of pressed steel channel or equivalent material at least 3/16 
inch thick. 

1. The bumper on a Type A bus shall be a minimum 
of eight inches high. 

2. The bumper on Types B, C, and D buses shall be a 
minimum of 9)2 inches high. 

(c) The bumpers shall be of sufficient strength to permit 
pushing by another vehicle without permanent distortion. 

(d) The rear bumper shall be wrapped around the back 
corners of the bus. It shall extend forward at least 12 inches, 
measured from the rear-most point of the body at the floor 
line. 

(e) The rear bumper shall be attached to the chassis 
frame in such a manner that it may be easily removed. It 
shall be braced to withstand rear or side impact, and shall 
be attached to discourage hitching of rides. 

(f) The rear bumper shall extend at least one inch beyond 
the rear-most part of the body surface measured at the floor 
line. 

1. A Type A bus may conform to chassis manufactur­
er's specifications. 

(g) Energy-absorbing bumpers which conform to current 
applicable FMVSS test requirements may be used. Its 
design shall incorporate a self-restoring energy absorbing 
bumper system so attached to discourage the hitching of 
rides and of sufficient strength to: 

1. Permit pushing by another vehicle without perma­
nent distortion to the bumper, chassis, or body; and 

2; Withstand repeated impacts without damage to the 
bumper, chassis, or body according to current NSFSB. 

6:21-68.5 Color 

(a) The school bus body shall be painted National School 
Bus Yellow. 

(b) The body exterior paint trim, bumper, lamp hoods, 
emergency door arrow, exterior mirror assembly and sup­
port brackets shall be black. 
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1. The words "EMERGENCY DOOR" shall be ap-
plied both inside and outside the door in red lettering at '-
least two inches high and at least 3/16 inch wide. .~ 

(c) Reflective material may be applied to the bus. The 
material used shall be automotive engineering grade or 
better, meeting initial reflectance values as specified by 
NSFSB and retaining at least 50 percent of those values for 
a minimum of six years. Reflective materials and markings, 
if used, may include any or all of the following: 

1. The bumpers may be marked diagonally 45 degrees 
down to the centerline of the pavement with stripes 
evenly spaced of National School Bus Yellow or non­
contrasting reflective material two inches wide. 

2. The rear of bus body may be marked with a strip of 
reflective National School Bus Yellow material no greater 
than two inches in width to be applied to the back of the 
bus, extending from the left lower corner of the 
"SCHOOL BUS" lettering, across to left side of the bus, 
then vertically down to the top of the bumper, across the 
bus on a line immediately above the bumper to the right 
side, then vertically up to a point even with the strip 
placement on the left side, and concluding with a horizon­
tal strip terminating at the right lower corner of the 
"SCHOOL BUS" lettering. 

3. The sides of the bus body may be marked with 
reflective National School Bus Yellow material at least six , 
inches but not more than 12 inches in width, extending , ) 
the length of the bus body and located (vertically) as close ~ 
as practicable to the beltline. 

4. The "SCHOOL BUS" signs may be marked with 
reflective National School Bus Yellow material compris­
ing background for lettering of the front and/or rear 
"SCHOOL BUS" signs. 

6:21-68.6 Communications 

(a) School buses may be equipped with an electronic 
voice communication system, preferably not citizen band 
equipment. 

(b) A public address sound system with interior speakers 
and exterior horn may be installed. 

6:21-68.7 Construction 

(a) The bus construction shall be of prime commercial 
quality steel or other metal or material with strength at least 
equivalent to all-steel as certified by the body manufacturer. 

(b) The construction shall provide a reasonably dustproof 
and water-tight unit and the exterior shall be designed to 
discourage the hitching of rides. 

(c) The bus body joints shall conform to current applica­
ble FMVSS. This does not include the body joints created 
when body components are attached to components fur­
nished by the chassis manufacturer. 
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(d) Restraining barriers shall conform to current applica­
ble FMVSS requirements for buses with a GVWR of more 
than 10,000 pounds. 

(e) Buses may be equipped with steel side panel skirts 
between the front and rear axles of the bus and shall extend 
to the bottom-most evaluation of any chassis component 
located within the center section of a wheel base measure­
ment apportioned into three equal sections. The side panel 
skirt shall terminate no less than 12 inches above a level 
road surface. Beyond the rear axle, the bottom of the side 
panel skirts shall taper· upward to the bottom-most part of 
the rear bumper. 

(f) Buses shall not be equipped with stanchions, an interi­
or luggage rack, a roof luggage rack, or luggage access 
ladder. 

1. This rule also applies to buses under the jurisdic­
tion of the Department of Transportation, approved for 
school use, contracted by a local board of education for 
transportation to and from school. 

6:21-6B.8 Defrosters 

(a) Defrosting and defogging equipment shall direct a 
sufficient flow of heated air onto the windshield, the window 
to the left of the driver and the glass in the viewing area 
directly to the right of the driver to eliminate frost, fog and 

( ·.. sno'Y. The defroster unit shall have a separate blower 
', motor in addition to the heater motors. ·._; 

-· 

1. A Type A bus shall be equipped with defogging and 
defrosting equipment which will direct a sufficient flow of 
heated air onto the windshield to eliminate frost, fog, and 
snow. 

(b) The defrosting system shall conform to SAE stan­
dards. 

(c) The defroster and defogging system shall be capable 
of furnishing heated outside ambient air except that part of 
the system furnishing ~dditional air to the windshield, en­
trance door, and step-well which may be of the recirculating 
air type. 

(d) Auxiliary fans are not to be considered as a defrosting 
and defogging system. 

(e) Portable heaters shall not be used. 

6:21-6B.9 Doors, entrance 

(a) The entrance door shall be under control of driver, 
and designed to afford easy release and prevent accidental 
opening. When a hand lever is used, no part shall come 
together so as to shear or crush fingers. 

(b) The entrance door shall be located on the right side 
of the bus opposite the driver and within direct view of the 
driver. 

6:21-68.10 

(c) The entrance door on Types B, C, and D buses shall 
have a minimum horizontal opening of 24 inches and a 
minimum vertical opening of 68 inches. The entrance door 
on a Type A bus shall have a minimum opening of 1,200 
square inches. 

(d) The entrance door shall be of split-type, sedan-type, 
or jack-knife type. A split-type door includes any sectioned 
door which divides and opens inward or outward. If one 
section of split-type door opens inward and the other opens 
outward, the front section shall open outward. 

(e) Door panels shall be of approved safety glass. The 
bottom of each lower glass panel shall not be more than 10 
inches from the top surface of the bottom step. The top of 
the upper glass panel shall not be more than six inches from 
top of door. 

1. A Type A bus which is not equipped with a split­
type door shall have an upper panel window of safety 
glass with an area of at least 350 square inches. 

(f) The vertical closing edges on a split-type door shall be 
equipped with a flexible material to protect children's fin­
gers. 

1. A Type A bus which is not equipped with a split­
type door may conform to the chassis manufacturer's 
specifications. 

(g) There shall be no entrance door to the left of the 
driver on Types C and D buses. Type A and B buses may 
conform to chassis manufacturer's specifications. 

(h) All doors shall be equipped with a padding at the top 
edge of each door opening. Pad shall be at least three 
inches wide and one inch thick and extend the full width of 
the door opening. 

(i) When a bus is equipped with air doors or other air 
operated assemblies, excluding windshield wipers, an addi­
tional air tank is needed for the operation of those assem­
blies. 

6:21-6B.10 Doors, emergency 

(a) The emergency door shall be hinged on the right side 
if in rear end of the bus and on the front side if on either 
side of the bus. All emergency doors shall open outward and 
be equipped with a device to hold the door open during 
emergencies and school bus evacuation drills. 

1. A Type A bus equipped with double emergency 
doors shall be hinged on the outside edge and have a 
three point fastening device. 

(b) The emergency door shall be labeled inside and out­
side to indicate how it is to be opened. 
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(c) The upper portion of emergency door shall be 
equipped with approved safety glazing, exposed area of 
which shall be not less than 400 square inches. 

1. A rear view wide angle lens may be attached to one 
rear bus window. The lens shall not cover more than one 
third of the glass area. 

(d) The lower portion of the rear emergency door on 
Types B, C, and D buses shall be equipped with a minimum 
of 350 square inches of approved safety glazing. 

(e) There shall be no steps leading to emergency door. 

(f) The words "EMERGENCY DOOR" shall be applied 
to the emergency door both inside and ~mtside in red letters 
at least two inches high and 3/16 inch wide, shall be placed 
at top of or directly above the emergency door or on the 
door in the metal panel above the top glass. 

(g) The emergency door shall be designed to be opened 
from the inside and outside of the bus and shall be 
equipped with a quick release fastening device designed to 
prevent accidental release. Control of the fastening device 
from the driver's seat shall not be permitted. 

(h) The emergency door and the rear emergency window 
fastening device shall be equipped with a buzzer located in 
the driver's compartment which will indicate to the driver 
that the slide bar has moved and the emergency door is 
about to open. The switch which operates the buzzer shall 
be enclosed in a metal case and the wires leading from tl).e 
switch shall be concealed in the bus body. 

(i) The emergency door may be equipped with a locking 
system which incorporates an interlocking electrical circuit 
that will prevent the bus from being started while the 
emergency door is locked. 

(j) The emergency door windows shall not be covered by 
any metal bars or screening. 

(k) The emergency door shall be equipped with padding 
at least three inches wide and one inch thick, at top edge of 
each door opening, which shall extend the full width of the 
door opening. 

(l ) There shall be no obstruction higher than lfo inch high 
across the bottom of any emergency door opening. 

6:21-68.11 Emergency exits 

(a) Buses shall be equipped with emergency push-out 
split sash side windows which are vertically hinged on the 
forward side of the bus and roof safety hatches as follows: 

1. One emergency push-out exit window per side. 

i. Push-out windows shall not be placed directly 
opposite each other. 
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ii. Each emergency push-out side exit window shall 
be equipped with a warning buzzer, located in the 
driver's compartment to alert the driver when the latch , . ') 
for the emergency push-out window is released. ~ 

2. A roof safety hatch shall be installed in the forward 
half of the bus roof. 

i. The roof safety hatch shall be . constructed of 
metal, fiberglass or equivalent and equipped with an 
interior and exterior latch release. Each roof safety 
hatch shall provide a minimum opening of 20 inches by 
20 inches. 

ii. Each roof safety hatch shall be equipped with a 
warning buzzer, located in the driver's compartment to 
alert the driver when the latch for the roof safety hatch 
is released. 

(b) Additional push-out windows may be used. 

(c) Buses shall be equipped with emergency exits in 
accordance with P.L. 1992, c.93. 

6:21-68.12 Emergency equipment 
(a) A pry bar at least 24 inches in length shall be securely 

mounted in the bus in a location readily accessible to the 
driver. 

(b) Each school bus shall contain at least three refl.ector­
ized triangle road warning devices in compliance. with 
FMVSS and be mounted in an accessible place in the ·'\ 
driver's compartment. · 0 

1. The mounting location in a Type A bus is optional. 

(c) Buses may be equipped with an identified body fluid 
clean-up kit that is removable, moisture proof and mounted 
in an accessible place in driver's compartment. 

6:21-68.13 Fire extinguishers 
(a) The bus shall be equipped with at least one pressur­

ized, dry chemical type fire extinguisher, complete with 
hose, mounted in a bracket located in the driver's compart­
ment and readily accessible to the driver and passengers. A 
pressure gauge shall be mounted on the extinguisher which 
can be easily read without removing the extinguisher from 
its mounted position. 

(b) The fire extinguisher shall be approved by the Under­
writers Laboratories, Inc. with a total rating of 2 A-10 BC 
or greater. The operating mechanism shall be sealed with a 
type of seal which will not interfere with the use of the fire 
extinguisher. 

6:21-68.14 First aid kit 
(a) A removable first aid kit shall be provided. It should 

be moisture and dust proof and be mounted in an accessible 
place within the driver's compartment. When the first aid 
kit is stored in a storage compartment, the location of the 
kit shall be identified by the words "First Aid" in red letters 0 
two inches high and ~6 inch wide. · ' 
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(b) The kit shall contain, but is not limited to, the 
following items: 

, ___/ 1. Two, one inch x 2'Yl yards adhesive tape rolls; 

/ 

' 
\. / 

2. Twenty-four sterile gauze pads three inches x three 
inches; 

3. One hundred ~ inch x three inches adhesive band-
ages; 

4. Eight, two inch bandage compresses; 

5. Ten, three inch bandage compresses; 

6. Two, two inch x six yards sterile gauze roller band­
ages; 

7. Two nonsterile triangular bandages approximately 
40 inches x 54 inches with two safety pins; 

8. Three sterile gauze pads 36 inches x 36 inches; 

9. Three sterile eye pads; 

10. One pair latex gloves; 

11. One pair rounded end scissors; 

12. One mouth-to-mouth airway; 

13. One sharpened pencil; and 

14. One small writing pad. 

6:21-6B.15 Floor 

(a) The floor in the underseat area, including tops of the 
wheelhousing, drivers compartment, and the toe board, shall 
be covered with rubber floor covering or equivalent having 
minimum overall thickness of .125 inch. 

1. The toe board floor covering on Types A and 'B 
buses may be the chassis manufacturer's standard. 

(b) The floor covering in the aisle shall be rubber or 
equivalent, wear-resistant, and ribbed. Minimum overall 
thickness shall be .187 inch measured from the tops of the 
ribs. 

(c) The floor covering must be permanently bonded to 
the floor. and shall not crack when subjected to sudden 
changes in temperature. The bonding or adhesive material 
shall be waterproof and shall be the type recommended by 
the manufacturer of floor covering material. All seams 
must be sealed with waterproof sealer. 

(d) A secured insulated screw-down plate to access the 
fuel tank sending unit shall be provided. 

6:21-6B.16 Heaters 

(a) Heaters shall be of hot water type and/or combustion 
type. 

(_./ (b) If only one heater is used, it shall be of fresh air or 
combination fresh air and recirculating type. 

6:21-6B.17 

(c) If more than one heater is used, additional heaters 
may be of the recirculating air type. 

(d) The heating system shall be capable of maintaining a 
temperature of not less than 40 degrees Fahrenheit through­
out the bus at average minimum January temperature as 
established by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Weather 
Bureau, for the area in which the bus is to be operated. 

(e) All heaters installed by the body manufacturers shall 
bear a name plate that indicates the heater rating is in 
accordance with SBMI standards. The plate shall be affixed 
by the heater manufacturer which will constitute certifica­
tion that the heater performance is as shown on the plate. 

(f) Heater hoses shall be adequately supported to guard 
against excessive wear due to vibration. The hoses shall not 
dangle or rub against the chassis or sharp edges and shall 
not interfere with or restrict the operation of any engine 
function. Heater hose shall conform to SAE standards. 
Heater lines on the interior of the bus shall be shielded to 
prevent scalding of the driver or passengers. 

(g) Each hot water heater system installed by the body 
manufacturer shall include one shut -off valve in the pressure 
line and one shut-off valve in the return line with both 
valves at or near the engine in an accessible location. 
There shall also be a water flow regulating valve installed in 
the pressure line for convenient operation by the driver 
while seated. 

1. The hot water heater system in a Type A bus may 
conform to the chassis manufacturer's standard. 

(h) Combustion type heaters shall comply with current 
applicable FMCSR. 

(i) Accessible bleeder valves shall be installed in an ap­
propriate place in the return lines of body company-installed 
heaters to remove air from the heater lines. 

(j) Access panels shall be provided to make heater mo­
tors, cores, and fans readily accessible for service. Outside 
access panel may be provided for the driver's heater. 

(k) A rear engine bus shall be equipped with a hot water 
heater booster pump. 

6:21-6B.17 Identification 
(a) The words "SCHOOL BUS" shall be applied to the 

·bus body in black letters at least eight inches high on both 
the front and rear of the bus between the warning lamp 
signals or on signs attached thereto. Lettering shall be 
placed as high as possible without impairment of its visibili­
ty. Lettering shall conform to Series "B" of standard 
alphabets for highway signs. 

1. An illuminated front and rear destination sign with 
"SCHOOL BUS" in eight inch black letters on back­
ground of National School Bus Yellow may be used. 
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(b) When attached signs are used, they shall comply with 
the following: 

1. The sign on the front of the bus shall have the 
words "SCHOOL BUS" printed in black letters not less 
than eight inches on a background of National School Bus 
Yellow; 

2. The sign on the rear of the bus shall be at least 10 
square feet in size and shall be painted National School 
Bus Yellow and have the words "SCHOOL BUS" printed 
in black letters not less than eight inches high; and 

3. Attached signs shall be removed or covered when­
ever the bus is not being used for to and from school 
transportation. 

(c) The standards in (a) and (b) above also apply to buses 
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation, 
approved for school use, contracted by a local board of 
education for transportation to and from school. 

(d) There shall be no lettering on the front or rear of the 
bus unless specified in this subchapter. 

(e) Only signs and lettering limited to the name of owner 
or operator and any marking necessary for identification 
shall appear on the sides of the bus. 

1. The owning or operating organization shall be con­
spicuously identified in letters at least three inches high, 
located on each longitudinal side of the exterior ot: the 
bus. The identification shall be below the window line, 
completely horizontal and shall be black or National 
School Bus Yellow. 

2. Identification letters or numbers, up to a maximum 
height of six inches, shall be in prominent locations on the 
front and rear of the bus below the window line. The 
color of the letters or numbers shall be either white, black 
or National School Bus Yellow. 

(f) No advertisement of any kind shall be exhibited either 
on the interior or exterior of the bus, except for the 
manufacturer's and vendor's trade names which may be 
exhibited on the bus. 

6:21-68.18 Inside height 
(a) The inside body height shall be 72 inches or more, 

measured from the ceiling to the floor metal, at any point 
on longitudinal center line from front vertical bow to rear 
vertical bow. 

1. A Type A bus shall have a minimum of 62 inches 
inside body height. 

6:21-68.19 Insulation 
(a) The ceiling and walls shall be insulated with adequate 

material to deaden sound and to reduce vibration to a 
minimum. If thermal insulation is specified, it shall be of 
fire-resistant material approved by the Underwriters Labo­
ratories, Inc. 
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(b) Floor insulation may be used and shall be either five 
ply 19/32 inch thick plywood, or a material of equal or 
greater strength with an insulation R value and shall be 
equal or exceed properties of exterior-type softwood ply­
wood, C-D Grade as specified in standards issued by U.S. 
Department of Commerce. When plywood is used, all 
exposed edges shall be sealed. 

1. Type A bus shall be insulated with a minimum of 
one-half inch exterior grade plywood securely fastened to 
the steel floor of the bus in the passenger compartment. 

6:21-68.20 Interior 

(a) The interior of the bus shall be free of all unnecessary 
projections, such as luggage racks, which m.ay cause injury. 
This standard requires inner lining on ceilings and walls. If 
ceiling is constructed with lapped joints, the forward panel 
shall be lapped by the rear panel and the exposed edges 
shall be beaded, hemmed, flanged, or otherwise treated to 
minimize sharp edges. 

(b) The driver's area forward of the foremost padded 
barriers shall permit the mounting of required safety equip­
ment and vehicle operation equipment. 

(c) Every school bus shall be constructed so that the 
noise level taken at the ear of the occupant nearest to the 
primary vehicle noise source shall not exceed 85 dBA when 
tested according to NSFSB. 

6:21-68.21 Lamps and signals 

(a) The lamps on the exterior of the bus shall conform to 
current applicable FMVSS. 

1. Each clearance, marker, or identification lamp shall 
be of the two bulb design and shall automatically be 
activated, whenever the headlights or parking lamps are 
activated, in a steady burning state. 

2. Two parking lamps shall designate the front of the 
bus. 

3. Two backup lamps shall be installed on the rear of 
Types B, C, and D buses. These lamps shall be illuminat­
ed when either the shift control lever for the transmission 
is placed into reverse gear or the rear emergency door is 
unlatched. 

4. An armored marker-type amber lamp connected to 
the turn signals shall be installed on each side of the bus 
body immediately behind the entrance door on the right 
and symmetrically opposite on the left side of all Type C 
and D buses. 

(b) Interior lamps shall be provided which adequately 
illuminate aisle and stepwell. Stepwell light shall be illumi-
nated by the service door operated switch, which will illumi- -
nate o~y wdhen headlights and clearance lights are on and ~ 
the service oor is open. 
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(c) Body instrument panel lights shall be controlled by an 
independent rheostat switch. 

~.,./ (d) A telltale light, plainly visible to the driver, shall be 
installed to give a positive indication of the operation of the 
stop lights. 

(e) Alternately flashing signal lamps shall be provided as 
follows: 

1. Red signal lamps are alternately flashing lamps 
mounted horizontally both front and rear, intended to 
identify a vehicle as a school bus and to inform other 
users of the highway that the bus is stopped to take on or 
discharge school children. 

i. Buses shall be equipped with two front and two 
rear red lamps located approximately six inches below 
the top of the bus, as near the sides as is possible, and 
equidistant from the center. 

2. Amber signal lamps are alternately flashing lamps 
mounted horizontally both front and rear, intended to 
identify a vehicle as a school bus and to inform other 
users of the highway that the bus is about to stop on the 
highway to take on or discharge school children. 

i. In addition to the four red lamps described in 
(e)1 above, four amber lamps shall be installed with 
one amber lamp located near each red signal lamp, at 
same level, but closer to vertical centerline of bus. 

ii. The amber lamps shall be activated, approxi­
mately 300 feet prior to each school bus stop, either by 
a hand button that is identified and easily accessible to 
the belted bus driver or by a foot switch located on the 
floor board directly in front of where a clutch pedal 
normally would be located. 

3. The system of red and amber signal lamps shall be 
wired so that amber lamps are energized manually, and 
red lamps are automatically energized (with amber lamps 
being automatically de-energized) when stop signal arm is 
extended or when bus service door is opened. 

4. All flashers for alternately flashing red and amber 
signal lamps shall be enclosed in the body in a readily 
accessible location. 

5. Each school bus shall be equipped with a system 
which monitors the front and rear alternately flashing 
signal lamps and the monitor shall be mounted in full 
view of the driver. If the full circuit current passes 
through the monitor, each circuit shall be protected by a 
fuse or circuit breaker. 

6. The area around the lens and extending outward 
approximately three inches from each alternately flashing 
signal lamp shall be black in color. In those installations 
where there is no flat vertical portion of the body immedi­
ately surrounding the entire lens of lamp, a circular or 
square band approximately three inches wide, immediate­
ly below and to both sides of the lens, shall be black in 
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color on the body or roof area against which the signal 
lamp is seen from a distance of 500 feet along axis of 
vehiele. 

7. Visors or hoods, black in color, with a minimum 
depth of four inches shall be provided. 

8. If strobe alternately flashing signal lamps are uti­
lized, the front and rear signal lamps shall be equipped 
with eight seven inch sealed beam electronic strobe lamps, 
four red and four amber, working in an automatic inte­
grated system. The exterior surface of lens shall be 
smooth and meet SAE color requirements. Strobe alter­
nately flashing signal lamps are only permitted on Type C 
and D buses. 

i. The solid-state strobe power supply shall provide 
the electrical power to energize the sealed beam flash 
tubes. The power supply shall energize the lamps at a 
combined alternating flash rate of 120-128 flashes per 
minute. The power supply shall be fully enclosed in a 
metal container, with a minimum metal wall thickness 
of .060 inches, and mounted within the front or rear 
bulkheads. 

(f) The requirements in (e) above also apply to buses 
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation, · 
approved for school use, contracted by a local board of 
education for transportation to and from school. 

(g) The bus body shall be equipped with rear turn signal 
lamps that are at least seven inches in diameter or if a shape 
other than round, a minimum 38 square inches of illuminat­
ed area and meet SAE standards. These signals must be 
connected to the chassis hazard wiring switch to cause 
simultaneous flashing of turn signal lamps when needed as 

· vehicular traffic hazard warning. Turn signal lamps are to 
be placed as wide apart as practical and their centerline 
shall be approximately eight inches below the rear window. 

1. On Type A buses, the lamps must be at least 21 
square inches in lens area. 

(h) Buses shall be equipped with four combination red 
stop/tail lamps as follows: 

1. Two combination lamps with a minimum diameter 
of seven inches, or if a shape other than round, a mini­
mum 38 square inches of illuminated area shall be mount­
ed on the rear of the bus just inside the turn signals. 

2. Two combination lamps with a minimum diameter 
of four inches, or if a shape other than round, a minimum 
12 square inches of illuminated area shall be placed on 
the rear of the body between the beltline and the floor 
line. Rear license plate lamp may be combined with one 
lower tail lamp. Stop lamps shall be activated by the 
service brakes and shall emit a steady light when illumi­
nated. 

3. Type A buses may conform to the chassis manufac­
turer's standard. 
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6:21-6B.22 Metal treatment 

(a) All metal used in construction of bus body shall be 
zinc coated or aluminum coated or treated by equivalent 
process before bus is constructed. Included are such items 
as structural members, inside and outside panels, door 
panels, and floor sills; excluded are such items as door 
handles, grab handles, interior decorative parts, and other 
interior plated parts. 

(b) All metal parts that will be painted shall be chemical-· 
ly cleaned, etched, zinc-phosphate coated, and zinc-chro­
mate or epoxy primed or conditioned by 'equivalent process. 

(c) In providing for these requirements, particular atten­
tion shall be given lapped surfaces, welded connections of 
structural members, cut edges, punched or drilled hole areas 
in sheet metal, closed or box sections, unvented or un­
drained areas, and surfaces subjected to abrasion during 
vehicle operation. 

(d) As evidence that the above requirements have been 
met, samples of materials and sections used in the construe- · 
tion of the bus body shall not lose more than 10 percent of 
material by weight when subjected to 1,000 hour salt spray 
test as provided for in the NSFSB. 

6:21-6B.23 Mirrors 

(a) An interior mirror shall be provided which is either 
clear view laminated glass or clear view glass bonded to a 
backing which retains the glass in the event of breakage. 
Mirror shall be a minimum of six inches by 30 inches. The 
mirror shall have rounded corners and protected edges. 
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i. No portion of the crossview mirror assembly shall 
project more than six inches forward or laterally from 
the outer-most limits of the vehicle at point of installa­
tion. 

ii. No portion of the crossview mirror assembly shall 
unduly obstruct the light emitted from any required 
lamp or the driver's view of vehicular traffic. 

3. Stick-on convex mirrors shall not be attached to any 
mirror surface. 

6:21-6B.24 Mounting 

(a) The chassis frame shall support the rear body cross 
member. The bus body shall be attached to the chassis 
frame at each main floor sill, except where chassis compo­
nents interfere, in such manner as to prevent shifting or 
separation of body from chassis under severe operation 
conditions. 

1. The distance between the fasteners which secure 
the body to the chassis shall not exceed 42 inches. 

2. The fasteners shall be located directly opposite 
each other along the longitudinal length of the chassis 
frame. 

(b) Insulation material shall be placed at all contact '· '1 
points between the body and the chassis frame on body on ~ 
chassis type buses, and shall be attached to the chassis frame 
or body so that it will not move under severe operating 
conditions. 

1. On a Type A bus, the mirror shall be a minimum of , 6=2l-6B.2S Overall length 

six inches by 16 inches. Overall length of bus shall not exceed 40 feet. 

(b) Buses shall be equipped with a system of exterior 
mirrors which conform to current applicable FMVSS as 
follows: 

1. A rear vision mirror system which shall be capable 
of providing a view along the left and right sides of the 
vehicle which will provide the driver with a view of the 
rear tires at ground level, a minimum distance of 200 feet 
to the rear of the bus and at least 12 feet perpendicular to 
the side of the bus at the rear axle line; and 

2. A crossview mirror system which shall provide the 
driver with indirect vision of an area at ground level from 
the front bumper forward and the entire width of the bus 
to a point where the driver can see by direct vision. The 
crossview system shall also provide the driver with indirect 
vision of the area at ground level around the left and right 
front corners of the bus to include the tires and entrance 
door on all types of buses to a point where it overlaps 
with the rear vision mirror system. 

6:21-6B.26 Overall width 

Overall width of bus shall not exceed 96 inches excluding 
accessories. 

6:21-6B.27 Reflectors 

(a) Reflectors are required on buses which comply with 
current applicable FMVSS as follows: 

1. On the rear: Two red reflectors, equally spaced as 
far from the center as practical and at the same height. 

2. On each side: Two reflectors on each side, one 
amber, at or near the front and one red at or near the 
rear. 

3. One amber reflector on each side of the bus body 
as near the center as practical shall be provided on buses ~ 
30 feet or more in length. 
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6:21-68.28 Rub rails 

(a) There shall be one rub rail located on each side of 
bus approximately at seat level which shall extend from rear 
side of entrance door completely around bus body (except 
emergency door) to point of curvature near outside cowl on 
left side. 

(b) There shall be one rub rail located approximately at 
floor line which shall cover same longitudinal area as upper 
rub rail, except at wheelhousing, and shall extend only to 
radii of right and left rear corners. 

(c)' Each rub rail shall be attached at each body post, and 
all other upright structural members. 

(d) Each rub rail, in their finished form, shall be four 
inches or inore in width. They shall be of 16 gauge steel or 
suitable material of equivalent strength, and shall be con­
structed in corrugated or ribbed fashion. 

(e) Both rub rails shall be applied outside body or outside 
body posts. Pressed-in or snap-on rub rails do not satisfy 
this requirement. 

(f) On Type A and B buses with a chassis manufacturer's 
body, or Type C and D buses with a rear luggage or a rear 
engine compartment, rub rails are not required to extend 
around rear corners. 

6:21-68.29 Sanders and traction device 

(a) When used, sanders shall: 

1. 'Be of hopper cartridge-valve ~e; 

2. Have a metal hopper with all interior surfaces 
treated to prevent condensation of moisture; 

3. Be of at least 100 pound (grit) capacity; 

4. Have a cover cin the filler opening of the hopper, 
which screws into place, sealing unit airtight; 

5. Have discharge tubes extending to front of each 
rear wheel under fender; 

6. Have no-clogging discharge tubes with slush-proof, 
non-freezing rubber nozzles; 

7. Be operated by an electric switch with a telltale 
pilot light mounted on the instrument panel; 

8. Be exclusively driver-controlled; and 

9. Have a gauge to indicate that hoppers need refilling 
when they are down to one-quarter full. 

(b) Automatic traction chains may be used. 

6:21-68.30 Seat belt for driver and students 

( (a) A type 2 lap belt/shoulder seat belt shall be provided 
"-' · for the driver. The assembly shall be equipped with an 

emergency locking retractor for the continuous belt system. 
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The lap portion of the belt shall be guided or anchored 
where practical to prevent the driver from sliding sideways 
under it. 

(b) The seat belt shall have a button type latch and the 
floor anchored belt section shall be booted to keep the 
buckle within driver's reach. 

(c) Buses with a chassis manufacturer date of October, 
1992 or thereafter shall be equipped with seat belts and 28 
inch high back seats in accordance with P.L. 1992, c.92. 

(d) Buses equipped with seat belts shall also contain a 
belt cutter for use in an emergency. The belt cutter shall be 
designed to prevent injury during use and secured in a safe 
location. 

Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.,J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

6:21-68.31 Seats and crash barriers 

(a) All seats shall have minimum depth of 15 inches. 

(b) Seat backs shall be a minimum of 28 inches high and 
a minimum 24 inches above the seating reference point. 

1. This requirement shall apply only to school buses 
and equipment for which a bid is submitted or an order 
for purchase placed on or after September 8, 1992. 

(c) Seat, seat back cushion and crash barrier shall be 
covered with a material having 42-ounce finished weight, 54 
inches width, and finished vinyl coating of 1.06 broken twill, 
or other material with equal tensile strength, tear strength, 
seam strength, adhesion strength, resistance to abrasion, 
resistance to cold, and flex separation, and meets the criteria 
contained in the NSFSB Fire Block Test for school bus seat 
upholstery. 

1. Damaged or vandalized covers of seat cushions, 
seat backs, and crash barriers equipped with flame-retar­
dant materials shall be repaired in a manner to maintain 
the original flame-retardant protection. 

(d) All seats shall 'be forward facing. 

(e) Each seat leg shall be secured to the floor by a 
minimum of two bolts, washers, and nuts. 

(f) All seat frames attached to the seat rail shall be 
fastened with two bolts, washers and nuts or flange-headed 
nuts. 

(g) The driver's seat shall be of the highback type with a 
minimum seat back adjustment of 15 degrees and with a 
head restraint to accommodate a 95 percentile adult male. 
The driver's seat shall be secured with nuts, bolts, and 
washers or flange-headed nuts. 

1. The space between the back of the driver's seat, in 
the rearmost position, and the front surface of the re-
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straining barrier located directly behind the driver shall 
comply with FMVSS for barrier deflection. 

' 
6:21-68.32 Spray suppressant and mud flaps 

Spray suppressants or mud flaps are required when an 
angle found by a level road surface and a line projected 
from the point of contact of the rearmost tire with the 
ground and the bottom edge of the rear bumper exceeds an 
angle of 22Yl degrees. 

6:21-68.33 Steps 

(a) First step at the entrance door shall not be less than 
10 inches and not more than 14 inches from the ground, 
based on standard chassis specifications. 

1. Type D buses shall have the first step at the 
entrance door 12 to 16 inches from the ground. 

(b) Step risers shall not exceed a height of 10 inches. 
When plywood is used on the steel floor or step, the riser 
height may be increased by thickness of the plywood used. 

(c) Steps shall be enclosed to prevent accumulation of ice 
and snow. 

(d) Steps shall not protrude beyond side body line. 

(e) A grab handle not less than 20 inches in length shall 
be provided in unobstructed location inside the doorway. 

6:21-68.34 Step treads 

(a) All steps, including floor line platform area, shall be 
covered with 3/16 inch rubber floor covering or other mate­
rials equal in wear resistance and abrasion resistance to top 
grade rubber. 

(b) The rubber step treads shall be permanently bonded 
to the step well metal, minimum 24 gauge cold roll steel, 
and the ribbed rubber grooved design shall run at 90-degree 
angles to long dimension of the step tread. 

(c) Three-sixteenth inch ribbed step tread shall have a 1Yl 
inch white nosing integral piece without any joint. 

(d) The rubber portion of step treads shall have the 
following characteristics: 

1. Special compounding for good abrasion resistance 
and high coefficient of friction; 

2. Flexibility so that it can be bent around a one-half 
inch .mandrel both at 130 degrees Fahrenheit and 20 
degrees Fahrenheit without breaking, cracking, or crazing; 
and · 

3. Show a durometer hardness of 85 to 95. 
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6:21-68.35 Stirrup steps 

There shall be at least one folding stirrup step or recessed 
foothold and suitably located handles on each side of the ~ 
front of the bus body for easy accessibility for cleaning the 
windshield and lamps except when windshield and lamps are 
easily accessible from the ground. A step, in lieu of the 
stirrup steps, is permitted in or on the front bumper. 

6:21-68.36 Stop signal arm 

A stop signal arm shall be provided on the left side of the 
body which meets the applicable requirements of FMVSS. 
The stop arm shall be an octagonal shape with white letters 
and border on a red background. The flashing lamps in 
stop arm shall be connected to the alternately red flashing 
signal lamp circuits. Vacuum, electric or air operation of 
the stop signal arm is optional. 

6:21-68.37 Storage compartment 

If tools, tire chains and/or tow chains are carried on the 
bus, a container of adequate strength and capacity may be 
provided. Such storage container may be located either 
inside or outside the passenger compartment but, if inside, it 
shall have a cover (seat cushion may not serve as this 
purpose) capable of being securely latched and be fastened 
to the floor convenient to either the entrance or emergency 
door. 

6:21-68.38 Sun shield 

(a) Interior adjustable transparent sun shield not less 
than six inches by 30 inches with a finished edge shall be 
installed in a position convenient for use by driver. 

1. A Type A bus may be equipped with a sun shield 
not less than six inches by 16 inches. 

6:21-68.39 Tailpipe 

(a) The tailpipe diameter from muffler to the end shall 
comply with the chassis manufacturer's standard and shall 
be constructed of a corrosion i'esistant tubing material at 
least equal in strength and durability to 16-gauge steel 
tubing. 

(b) The tailpipe shall terminate to the rear of all doors 
and windows designed to be opened for ventilation. 

(c) The tailpipe shall not terminate immediately below an 
emergency exit, fuel tank, or fuel tank fill pipe. 

(d) The tailpipe of a bus powered by a gasoline engine 
shall extend to the rear bumper or to the left or right 
perimeter sides of the bus body and discharge to the 
atmosphere either: 

1. At or within six inches forward of the rearmost part 
of the bus on the left or right side; or 

2. Beyond the rear bus bumper up to a maximum of 
two inches. 
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(e) The tailpipe of a bus using fuel other than gasoline 
shall extend to the rear bumper or to the left or right 
perimeter sides of the bus body and discharge to the 
atmosphere either: 

1. At or within 15 inches forward of the rearmost part 
of the bus on the left or right side; or 

2. At or beyond rear bus bumper up to a maximum of 
two inches. 

(f) Tailpipe(s) which terminate at either the left or right 
side of the bus shall extend to but not beyond the perimeter 
of the bus body side. 

6:21-6B.40 Tow eyes or hooks 

Tow eyes or hooks may be furnished on the rear and 
attached so they do not project beyond the rear bumper. 
Tow eyes or hooks attached to the chassis frame shall be 
furnished by either the chassis or body manufacturer. The 
installation shall be in accordance with the chassis manufac­
turer's specifications. 

6:21-6B.41 Undercoating 

(a) The entire underside of the bus body, including floor 
sections, cross member, and below floor line side panels, 
shall be coated with rustproofing compound for which the 
compound manufacturer has issued a notarized certification 
of compliance to the bus body builder that the compound 
meets or exceeds all performance and qualitative require-

_,' ments of applicable Federal specifications. 

(b) Undercoating compound shall be applied with suit­
able airless or conventional spray equipment to recom­
mended film thickness and shall show no evidence of voids 
in cured film. 

6:21-6B.42 Ventilation 

(a) The body shall be equipped with a suitable, controlled · 
ventilating system of sufficient capacity to maintain proper 
quantity of air under operating conditions without opening 
of windows except in extremely warm weather. 

(b) A static-type nonclosable exhaust vent shall be install­
ed in the low-pressure area of roof. 

(c) One six inch diameter, two speed auxiliary fan with 
protective cage shall be installed on each side of the driver 
position on Types C and D school buses. Each fan shall be 
controlled by a separate switch. 

1. If an auxiliary fan is used on Types A and B buses, 
it shall be a nominal six inch diameter fan with the blades 
covered with a protective cage. Each fan shall be con­
trolled by a separate switch. 

6:21-6B.43 Walking control arm 
(a) A walking control arm may be installed on buses. 

The construction and design of this equipment shall offer a 

6:21-68.45 

safe and trouble free operation. The control unit shall be 
installed on the right side of the front bumper. Equipment 
shall not obstruct the view of any sign or license plate on the 
bus. The open crossing gate shall extend forward on the 
front bumper at least 60 inches up to a maximum of 96 
inches. 

1. The walking control arm shall be powered by .either 
vacuum, air pressure, or electric. No manual operation 
of the arm is permitted. 

2. The walking control arm shall be activated auto­
matically to the fully extended position when the red 
school bus warning lights are in operation. It shall be 
maintained in operating condition at all times or re-
moved. · 

6:21-6B.44 Wheelhousing 

(a) The wheelhousing opening shall allow for easy tire 
removal and service. 

(b) Wheelhousing shall be attached to floor sheets in 
such a manner to prevent any dust, water, or fumes from 
entering the body. Wheelhousing shall be constructed of at 
least 16 gauge steel, or other material of equal strength. 

(c) The inside height of the wheelhousing above the floor 
line shall not exceed 12 inches. 

(d) If tire chains are used, the wheelhousing shall provide 
clearance for installation and use of tire chains on single 
and dual power driving wheels. 

(e) No part of a raised wheelhousing shall extend into the 
emergency door opening. 

6:21-6B.45 Windows and windshield 

(a) Each full side window shall provide an unobstructed 
emergency opening at least nine inches high and 22 inches 
wide, obtained by lowering window. 

1. Push-out type, split-sash windows may be used .. 

(b) Push out windows shall be provided in accordance 
with the emergency exit requirements of this subchapter. 

(c) Glass in all side and rear windows shall be of AS-2 or 
better grade. Equivalent plastic AS-4 or better shall only 
be used in side windows of the bus behind the driver. 

(d) The windshield shall have a horizontal gradient tinted 
band starting slightly above the line of a driver's vision and 
gradually decreasing in light transmission to 20 percent or 
less at the top of the windshield. Glass in the windshield 
shall be of AS-1 grade. 

1. Glass in the windshield shall be heat-absorbent, 
laminated plate. The windshield shall be large enough to 
permit the driver to see the roadway clearly, shall be 
slanted to reduce glare, and shall be installed between the 
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front corner posts that are so designed and placed as to 
afford minimum obstruction to the driver's view of the 
roadway. 

(e) All glass in the windshield, windows and doors shall 
be approved safety glass, so mounted that a permanent 
mark is visible, and of sufficient quality to prevent distortion 
of the view in any direction. 

(f) All exposed edges of glass shall be banded. 

(g) The windows in the rear of the bus shall be stationary. 

(h) Windows shall be free of window guards or bars both 
inside and outside. 

6:21-68.46 Windshield washers 

A windshield washer system shall be provided. 

6:21-68.47 Windshield wipers 

(a) A windshield wiping system, two-speed or more, shall 
be provided. 

(b) The wipers shall be operated by one or more air or 
electric motors of sufficient power to operate wipers. If one 
motor is used, the wipers shall work in tandem to give full 
sweep of windshield. ) 

6:21-68.48 Wiring 

(a) All wiring shall conform to current applicable SAE 
standards. 

(b) Wiring shall be arranged in circuits as required with 
each circuit protected by a fuse or circuit breaker. One 
extra fuse for each size fuse which is used on the bus shall 
be conveniently located in the fuse area unless the bus is 
equipped with circuit breakers. A system of color and 
number coding shall be used. 

1. The following body interconnecting circuits shall be 
color coded as follows: 

Function 

Left Rear Directional Light 
Right Rear Directional Light 
Stoplights 
Back-Up Lights 
Taillights 
Ground 
Ignition Feed, Primary Feed 

Color 

Yellow 
Dark Green 

Red 
Blue 

Brown 
White 
Black 

2. The color of the cables shall correspond to current 
applicable SAE standards. 

3. Wiring shall be arranged in at least six regular 
circuits, as follows: 

i. Head, tail, stop (brake), and instrument panel 
lamps; 
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ii. Clearance and step-well lamps (step-well lamp 
shall be actuated when entrance door is opened); 

iii. Dome lamp; 

iv. Ignition and emergency door signal; 

v. Turn signal lamps; ·and 

vi. Alternately flashing signal lamps. 

4. Any of above combination circuits may be subdivid­
ed into additional independent circuits. 

5. Whenever heaters and defrosters are used, at least 
one additional circuit shall be installed. 

6. Whenever possible, all other electrical functions 
(such as sanders and electric-type windshield wipers) shall 
be provided with independent and properly protected 
circuits. 

7. Each body circuit shall be coded by number or 
letter on a diagram of circuits and shall be attached to the 
body in readily accessible location. 

(c) The entire electrical system of the body shall be 
designed for the same voltage as the chassis on which the 
body is mounted. 

(d) All wiring shall have an amperage capacity eqm11 to 
or exceeding the designed load. All wiring splices shall be 
in an accessible location and noted as splices on the wiring 
diagram. 

(e) An easily readable body wiring diagram shall be 
furnished with each bus body or affixed in an area conve­
nient to the electrical accessory control panel. 

(f) The main power supply to the body shall be attached 
to a terminal on the chassis. 

(g) Wires passing through metal openings shall be pro­
tected by a grommet. 

(h) Wires not enclosed within the body shall be fastened 
securely at intervals of not more than 18 inches. All joints 
shall be soldered or joined by equally effective connectors. 

(i) A heavy duty solenoid switch shall be installed in main 
electric power supply line to body circuits on Types B, C 
and D buses. The solenoid switch shall be energized by the 
bus ignition switch. Hazard and directional signal lamp 
circuits shall operate independently of the ignition switch. 

SUBCHAPTER 6C. SPECIALLY EQUIPPED 
SCHOOL BUS STANDARDS 

6:21-6C.1 Scope 
(a) The following standards address modifications to bus­

es designed for transporting students with special transpor­
tation needs. These standards are supplementary to the 
chassis and body standards established in N.J.A.C. 6:21-6A 
and 6B. 
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(b) Specially equipped buses shall meet the body and 
chassis standards of N.J.A.C. 6:21-6A and 6B prior to any 
modifications made for mobile seating device positions or 
special equipment such as a power lift. 

(c) A bus used for the transportation of children confined 
to a wheelchair or other mobile positioning device, or who 
require life support equipment which prohibits the use of 
the entrance door, shall be equipped with a power lift. 

6:21-6C.2 Aisle 

The aisle leading to emergency and power lift doors from 
a wheelchair position shall be a minimum width of 30 
inches. 

Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

· 6:21-6C.3 Communications 

Buses shall be equipped with an electronic voice commu­
nication system, preferably not citizen band equipment. 

6:21-6C.4 Doors 

(a) Buses with a power lift shall be equipped with a 
special entrance door to accommodate the power lift. 

1. The door shall be located on the right side of the 
bus and designed so as not to obstruct the regular en­
trance door. 

2. The opening may extend below the floor through 
the bottom of the body skirt. If such an opening is used, 
reinforcements shall be installed at the front and rear of 
the floor opening to support the.floor. This opening shall 
be the same strength as other floor openings. 

3. A drip molding shall be installed above the door 
opening to divert water from the entrance. 

4. The door posts and headers shall be reinforced to 
provide support and strength equivalent to the sides of 
the bus. 

5. A single door or double doors may be used. 

6. The doors shall have fastening devices to hold the 
doors open. 

7. The doors shall be weather sealed. 

8. When manually operated dual doors are provided, 
the rear door shall have at least a one point fastening 
device to the header. The forward mounted door shall 
have at least three point fastening devices; one to the 
header, one to the floor line of the body, and one into the 
rear door. 

i. The door and hinge mechanism strength shall be 
equivalent or greater than the strength of the emergen-
cy exit door. · 

9. The door material, panels and structural strength 
shall be equivalent to the entrance and emergency doors. 

6:21-6C.8 

The rub rail extensions, lettering and other exterior fea­
tures shall match adjacent sections of the body. 

10. The door shall have windows set in rubber com­
patible within one inch of the lower line of the adjacent 
sash. 

11. Doors shall be equipped with a device that will 
actuate an audible or flashing visible signal, located in the 
driver's compartment, when the doors are not securely 
closed and the ignition is in the "on" position. 

12. A switch shall be installed so that the lifting 
mechanism will not operate when the lift platform door is 
closed. 

13. Doors shall be equipped with padding at the top 
edge of the door opening. The padding shall be at least 
three inches wide and one inch thick. It shall extend the 
full width of the door opening. 

6:21-6C.5 Glass 

(a) Tinted safety glass or tinted plastic may be installed in 
side windows of the bus to the rear of the driver which 
complies with applicable Division of Motor Vehicle require­
ments. 

(b) Tinted safety glass shall be AS-3 or better grade. 

6:21-6C.6 Identification 

(a) A bus equipped with a power lift shall display at least 
one universal handicapped symbol on the back of the bus 
and below the windowline. 

1. The symbol shall not exceed 12 inches in size, be 
white on a blue background, and be of a high intensity 
reflectorized material as specified in NSFSB. 

6:21-6C.7 Lights 

Lights shall be placed inside the bus to sufficiently illumi­
nate the lift door area. 

6:21-6C.8 Power Lift 

(a) The power lift with a skid resistant platform shall be 
located on the right side of the bus body and confined 
within the bus body when not extended. 

(b) The lifting mechanism and platform shall be capable 
of lifting a minimum weight of 800 pounds. The lift 
platform shall have a minimum of 30 inches clear width 
unobstructed by the required handrail. The minimum clear 
length of the platform between the outer edge barrier and 
inner edge shall be 40 inches. 

(c) When the platform is stored, it shall be securely 
fastened .. 

(d) Controls shall be provided that enable the operator to 
activate the lift mechanism from either inside or outside of 
the bus. 
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(e) The lift platform shall be designed to prevent the 
platform from falling while in operation due to a power 
failure or a single component mechanical failure. 

(f) The power lift shall be equipped with a manual back­
up system for use in the event of a power failure. 

(g) The lift shall be designed to allow the lift platform to 
rest securely on the ground. 

(h) The outboard platform edge and sides shall be de­
signed to restrain a wheelchair or other mobile seating 
device from slipping or rolling off the platform. The plat­
form outer edge barrier shall be designed to be automatical­
ly or manually lowered when the platform is at ground level, 
but shall not be equipped with any type of latch which could 
result in a lowered barrier when the platform is above 
ground level. 

(i) The platform shall be equipped with at least one 
handrail. The handrail shall be approximately 25 to 34 
inches in height and a minimum of 18 inches in length and 
designed to fold when it is in a stored position. 

G) A self-adjusting, skid resistant plate shall be installed 
on the outer edge of the platform to minimize the incline 
from the lift platform to the ground level. This plate, if so 
designed, may also serve as the restraining device described 
in (h) above. 

(k) A circuit breaker shall be installed between the power 
source and lift motor if electrical power is used. 

(l ) The lift design shall prevent excessive pressure that 
could damage the lift system when the platform is fully 
lowered or raised. 

(m) The lift mechanism shall be designed to prevent the 
lift platform from being folded or stored when occupied. 

(n) An interlock shall be provided to prevent the opera­
tion of the bus while the lift or ramp is not in its fully stored 
and locked position. 

6:21-6C.9 Ramp 
(a) When a power lift system is not adequate to load and 

unload students with special needs, a ramp device may be 
used. 

1. When a ramp is used, it shall be of sufficient 
strength and rigidity to support the mobile device, occu­
pant, and attendant(s). It shall be equipped with a 
protective flange on each longitudinal side to keep the 
mobile device on the ramp. 

2. The ramp floor shall be of non-skid construction. 

3. The ramp shall be equipped with handles and of a 
weight and design that enables one person to lift or move 
the ramp. 

4. The ramp shall have at least three feet of length for 
each foot of incline. 

DEPT. OF EDUCATION 

6:21-6C.10 Restraining devices 
Seat frames may be equipped with attachments or devices 

to which belts, restraining harnesses or other devices may be 
attached. Attachment framework or anchorage devices, if 
installed, shall conform with FMVSS. 

6:21-6C.ll Seating arrangements 
Flexibility in seat spacing to accommodate special devices 

shall be permitted to meet passenger requirements. All 
seating shall be forward facing. 

6:21-6C.12 Securement system for mobile seating device 
and occupant 

(a) The body shall be designed for positioning and se­
curement of mobile seating devices and occupants in a 
forward facing position. Securement system hardware and 
attachment points for the forward facing system shall be 
provided. 

(b) The mobile seating device securement system shall 
utilize four-point tie downs, with a minimum of two body 
floor attachment points located at the rear and a minimum 
of two body floor attachment points at the front of the space 
designated for the mobile seating device. 

(c) A type 2 occupant securement system shall be provid­
ed for securement of the occupant's pelvic lap area and 
upper torso area. 

(d) The mobile seating device and occupant securement 
system shall be designed to withstand a sled-test at a ·. -_-__ ·_ 1 
minimum impact speed/force of 30 mph/20 G's. The dy- ~ 
namic test shall be performed using system components and 
hardware (including attachment hardware) which are identi-
cal to the final installation in type, configuration, and posi-
tioning. The body structure at the attachment points may 
be simulated for the purpose of the sled test, but the 
simulated structure used to pass the sled test may not 
exceed the strength of the attachment structure to be used 
in the final body installation. The mobile seating device 
used for test purposes shall be a 150 pound powered 
wheelchair and the occupant shall be a 50th percentile male 
test dummy as specified in FMVSS. Measurements shall be 
made on the test dummy during the test for head accelera-
tion, upper thorax acceleration, and upper leg compressive 
force. These measurements shall not exceed the upper 
limits established in applicable FMVSS. The test dummy 
shall be retained within the securement system throughout 
the test and forward excursion shall be such that no portion 
of the test dummy's head or knee pivot points passes 
through a vertical transverse plane intersecting the forward-
most point of the floor space designed for the mobile 
seating device. All hardware shall remain positively at-
tached throughout the test and there shall be no failure of 
any component. Each mobile seating device belt assembly 
. including attachments, hardware and anchorages shall be 
capable of withstanding a force of not less than 2,500 
pounds. This will provide equal mobile seating device 
securement when subjected to forces generated by forward, "1 
rear or side impact. "-:J 
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(e) The belt material at each space designated for the 
mobile seating device and the occupant restraint system 
shall be similar in size and fabric. 

(f) The floor track or anchorage system shall be recessed 
into the floor with the top of the track or anchorage level 
with the floor surface or be surface mounted. If surface 
mounted, the maximum track or anchorage height above the 
floor surface shall not exceed % inch and be ramped on all 
sides with a ramp run/rise ratio not less than three to one. 

(g) The occupant securement belt assemblies and ancho­
rages shall meet the requirements of applicable FMVSS. 

(h) The occupant securement system shall be designed to 
be attached to the bus body either directly or in combina­
tion with the mobile seating device securement system, by a 
method which prohibits the transfer of weight or force from 
the mobile seating device to the occupant in the event of an 
impact. 

(i) Securement system attachments or coupling hardware 
not permanently attached shall be designed to prohibit it 
from being accidentally disconnected. 

1. The following fasteners shall not be used for any 
occupant restraint or equipment securement: 

i. T-bar or T-hook fasteners; or 

ii. Touch fasteners, vinyl lap and shoulder belts. 

(j) All attachment or coupling systems shall be accessible 
and operable without the use of tools or other mechanical 
assistance. 

(k) All securement system hardware· and components 
shall be free of sharp or jagged areas and shall be of a non­
corrosive material or treated to resist corrosion. 

(/ ) The occupant securement system shall be made of 
materials which do not stain, soil, or damage an occupant's 
clothing. 

(m) The mobile seating device or securement system 
hardware shall not block the access to the lift door. 

(n) The following information shall be provided with each 
bus equipped with a securement system: 

1. Detailed instructions regarding installation and use 
· of the system, including a parts list; and 

· 2. Detailed instructions, including a diagram, regard­
ing the proper placement and positioning of the system, 
including correct belt angles. · 

6:21-6C.13 Steps 

(a) The first step at the entrance door shall be not less 
than 10 inches and not more than 14 inches from the 
ground, based on standard chassis specifications. 

6:21-7.1 

1. The first step on a Type D bus at the entrance door 
shall be 12 to 16 inches from the ground. 

(b) Step risers shall not exceed a height of 10 inches. 
When plywood is used on a steel floor or step, the riser 
height may be increased by the thickness of the plywood. 

(c) On buses equipped with a power lift, the steps shall 
be the full width of the stepwell, excluding the thickness of 
the doors in an open position. 

(d) The steps shall be enclosed to prevent the accumula­
tion of ice and snow. 

(e) The steps shall not protrude beyond the sides of the 
body line. 

(f) Grab handles, not less than 20 inches in length, shall 
be provided inside the doorway on both sides in unobstruct­
ed locations. 

6:21-6C.14 Support equipment and accessories 

(a) Portable student support equipment or special acces­
sory items (crutches, walkers, oxygen bottles, ventilators) 
shall be securely fastened at a mounting location able to 
withstand a pulling force of five times the weight of the 
item, or shall be retained in an enclosed, latched compart­
ment. 

1. The bus shall contain a belt cutter for use in 
emergencies, including evacuations. The belt cutter shall 
be designed to prevent injuries during use and secured in 
a safe location. 

6:21-6C.15 Wheelchair and other mobile seating device 
requirements 

(a) A wheelchair or other mobile seating device shall be 
equipped with an occupant restraint belt and hand brake 
which is furnished and maintained by the owner. 

(b) An electric powered wheelchair shall be equipped 
with gel-eel (non-liquid electrolyte) battery. Batteries with 
liquid electrolyte are not permitted in the passenger com­
partment of the bus. 

SUBCHAPTER 7. STATE AID 

6:21-7.1 General provisions 

(a) Each district board of education shall be paid State 
aid for the transportation of eligible pupils to and from 
school based on a State-established dollar amount per pupil 
calculated according to the funding formula contained in 
N.J.S.A. 18A:7D-18. District boards of education shall 
submit data through the county superintendent's office for 
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the calculation of State transportation aid on forms pre­
scribed by the Commissioner of Education. 

(b) For the purpose of State aid allocation, the words 
"remote from the school house" shall mean beyond 2* miles 
for high school pupils (grades nine through 12) and beyond 
two miles for elementary pupils (grades kindergarten 
through eight), except for handicapped pupils. The "miles 
from home to school" shall be the shortest distance in miles 
and tenths from the entrance of the pupil's home to the 
nearest public entrance of the assigned school by a public 
roadway or public walkway. 

(c) State aid for student transportation will be based on 
the following categories: 

1. Public school students-Those resident students 
who live remote from their assigned school of attendance, 
as defined in (b) above; 

2. Nonpublic school students-Those resident stu­
dents who live remote from their school of attendance, as 
defined in (b) above, and meet the requirements of 
N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1; and 

3. Special education students-Those resident stu­
dents who live remote from their assigned school, as 
defined in (b) above, or require transportation services in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 6:28-3.8. 

R.1972 d.220, effective November 6, 1972. 
See: 4 N.J.R. 231(a), 4 N.J.R. 302(a). 
Repeal and New Rule: R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Amended by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 2 N.J.R. 2636(a). 

Text on limit of apportionment of State aid deleted; text on State aid 
recodified from 7.2 and revised to reflect new transportation aid 
calculations and student eligibility standards. 

Prior annotations on limitation of apportionment of State aid: 
Amended by R.1970 d.54, effective May 13, 1970. 
See: 2 N.J.R. 30(e), 2 N.J.R. 48(a). 
Amended by R.1973 d.267, effective September 20, 1973. 
See: 5 N.J.R. 219(a), 5 N.J.R. 333(a). 
Amended by R.1977 d.277, effective August 3, 1977. 
See: 9 N.J.R. 416{d). 

6:21-7.2 (Reserved) 
Recodified by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 23 N.J.R. 2636(a). 

Text on State aid recodified to 7.1. 

6:21-7.3 (Reserved) 
R.1972, d.220, effective November 6, 1972. 
See: 4 N.J.R. 231{a), 4 N.J.R. 302(a). 
Amended by R.1974 d.37, effective February 15, 1974. 
See: 6 N.J.R. 5(c), 6 N.J.R. lOO{a). 
Repeal and New Rule: R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Repealed by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 23 N.J.R. 2636(a). 

Text on State aid approval-route/contract repealed. 

6:21-7.4 (Reserved) 
R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
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See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Repealed by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 23 N.J.R. 2636(a). ") 

Text on State aid approval-vehicles repealed. ·~ 

6:21-7.5 (Reserved) 
R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Repealed by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), N.J.R. 2636{a). 

Text on State aid approval-salaries repealed. 

6:21-7.6 (Reserved) 
R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Administrative Correction to (a)14. 
See: 12 N.J.R. 366(b). 
Repealed by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 23 N.J.R. 2636(a). 

Text on State aid approval-other eligible items repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER 8. USE OF VEHICLES AS SCHOOL 
BUSES UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

6:21-8.1 Scope of exceptions and exemptions 

The exceptions and exemptions hereinafter provided in 
this subchapter shall apply only to buses approved for school 
use by the Department of Transportation prior to May 21, ·.,1 
1993. ..~ 

Amended by R.1992 d.397, effective November 2, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 

Added reference to Department of Transportation and effective date. 

6:21-8.2 Exceptions and exemptions 

(a) The prohibition of advertisements of any kind on 
either the interior or exterior of the school transportation 
bus shall not apply. 

(b) The seat requirements pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:21-5.1 
and 5.23 shall not apply to longitudinal seats seating not 
more than four pupils. 

(c) The entrance door and the emergency door with 
aisles leading to each shall be accepted as meeting the 
requirement for doors pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:21-5.1 and 
5.6. 

(d) The requirement pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:21-5.1 and 
5.6 to have the words "Emergency Door" printed on the 
outside of the emergency door shall not apply. 

(e) In lieu of the lettering, Type I school vehicles that are 
operated by a privately or publicly owned local transit 
system and used for regular common carrier transit route 
service as well as special school route service, shall meet all 
,the requirements of N.J.A.C. 6:21-5.1 and 5.7, except as 
follows: 
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1. Such vehicles shall, while transporting children to 
and from school, be equipped with signs, located conspic­
uously on the front and back of the vehicle: 

i. The sign on the front shall have the words 
"School Bus" printed in black letters not less than six 
inches high on a background of national school bus 
glossy yellow; 

ii. The sign on the rear shall be at least ten square 
feet in size and shall be painted national school bus 
glossy yellow and have the words "School Bus" printed 
in black letters not less than eight inches high. 

(f) The requirements for the main aisles and the aisle to 
the emergency door, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:21-5.1 and 5.12 
shall not apply. 

(g) The requirement pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:21-5.1 for 
bumpers shall not apply. 

(h) Window requirements pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:21-5.1 
and 5.11 shall not apply. 

(i) The color requirements pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:21-5.1, 
5.14 and 5.15 shall not apply. 

Amended by R.1974 d.90, effective April 11, 1974. 
See: 6 N.J.R. 99(a), 6 N.J.R. 172(c). 
Amended by R.1992 d.397, effective November 2, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 

Deleted cross reference to obsolete rules and added cross reference 
to current rules in N.J.A.C. 6:21-5. 

6:21-8.3 Certificate of inspection 

(a) No autobus under jurisdiction of the Department of 
Transportation shall be used for school pupil transportation 
services, as defined in N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 and under contract 
with a local board of education for transportation to and 
from school, unless such autobus is authorized on the 
certificate of inspection issued by the Department of Trans­
portation. 

(b) Owners or operators of buses ·approved by the De­
partment of Transportation shall submit evidence of such 
approval to the county superintendent at such times as may 
be deemed necessary. 

Amended by R.1992 d.397, effective November 2, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 

Deleted obsolete reference to jurisdiction of the Board of Public 
Utilities and replaced with Department of Transportation. 

6:21-8.4 Inspection by county superintendent 

(a) The county superintendent may inspect any bus ap­
proved by the Department of Transportation for any item 
not covered by the approval of that department and from 
which they are not specifically exempted by these rules. 

(b) Whenever, in the opinion of the county superinten­
dent, a bus chassis or body is outworn or in a dilapidated 
condition, it shall not be used for pupil transportation. 

Amended by R.1992 d.397, effective November 2, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 

6:21-9.4 

Deleted obsolete reference to jurisdiction of the Board of Public 
Utilities and replaced with Department of Transportation. 

SUBCHAPTER 9. SMALL VEHICLE STANDARDS 

6:21-9.1 Definition 

A small vehicle is defined as any vehicle with a capacity of 
less than 10 passengers. 

Repealed and replaced by R.1992 d.397, effective November 2, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 

6:21-9.2 Scope 

(a) These standards apply to a small vehicle used for the 
transportation of public school pupils to and from school 
and school related activities. 

(b) These standards also apply to small vehicles used to 
transport nonpublic school pupils to and from school when 
services are provided by a district board of education. 

(c) Small vehicles which have a gross vehicle weight 
rating (GVWR) of less than 3,000 pounds shall not be used 
after January 2, 1993. The GVWR is the value specified by 
the manufacturer as the maximum loaded weight of the 
vehicle. 

New Rule, R.1992 d.397, effective November 2, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 

6:21-9.3 Capacity 

(a) The maximum number of pupils who may be trans­
ported in each vehicle shall be determined by the seat 
measurement. Fifteen inches of seat length shall be provid­
ed for each pupil. 

(b) There shall be no standees. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

Reformatted into subsections (a) and (b). 
Amended and recodified from 9.2 by R.1992 d.397, effective November 

2, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 

Language made more specific. 

6:21-9.4 Chains or snow tires 

The drive wheels of the vehicle shall be equipped with tire 
chains, all weather tires, or snow tires and used for safe 
operation in areas of snow and/or ice. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

~~leted reference to "required by county superintendent of schools 

Amended and recodified from 9.3 by R.1992 d.397, effective November 
2, 1992. 
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See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 
Specified that "drive wheels" must be equipped with tire chains and 

all weather tires or snow tires as previously provided. 

6:21-9.5 Fire extinguisher 

A fully charged dry chemical fire extinguisher with a 
pressure gauge approved by the Underwriters Laboratories, 
Inc. with the minimum Underwriters rating of 10 B.C. shall 
be provided. The extinguisher shall be mounted in a brack­
et in a convenient location. 

Amended and recodified from 9.4 by R.1992 d.397, effective November 
2, 1992. 

See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 
More specific requirements added including "dry chemical" fire 

extinguisher. 

6:21-9.6 First aid kit 

(a) A removable first aid kit shall be provided. It should 
be a moisture and dust proof container without a lock, with 
the words FIRST AID printed on the cover. The contents 
shall be maintained as follows: 

1. Six single unit sterile gauze pads, three inches x 
three inches; 

2. Two one-inch x 10 yards gauze bandages; 

3. One one-inch x 2"/2 yards adhesive tape rolls; 

4. 12 bandaid plastic strips; 

5. One triangular bandage approximately 40 inches by 
54 inches with a safety pin; and 

6. One pair rounded end scissors. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

Reworded subsection (a). 
Amended and recodified from 9.5 by R.1992 d.397, effective November 

2, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 

Specified moisture proof container and rounded end scissors; delet­
ed paper cups and first aid guide book. 

6:21-9.7 Floor covering 

A securely attached nonskid material floor covering shall 
be provided. 

Amended and recodified from 9.6 by R.1992 d.397, effective November 
2, 1992. 

See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 
Grammatical changes only. 

6:21-9.8 Heater capacity 

The heater shall be capable of bringing the interior 
temperature of the vehicle up to and maintain a minimum 
of 50 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Amended and recodified from 9.7 by R.l992 d.397, effective November 
2, 1992. 

See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 
Grammatical changes only. 
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6:21-9.9 Minimum emergency equipment 

Minimum emergency equipment consisting of a securely 
mounted spare tire, jack, and three red reflectorized triangle 0 
warning devices shall be provided. 

Amended and recodified from 9.8 by R.1992 d.397, effective November 
2, 1992. 

See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 
Added "reflectorized triangle" warning device. 

6:21-9.10 Rear-view mirrors 

Approved rear-view mirrors shall be provided inside and 
outside the vehicle. Outside mirrors shall be mounted on 
both sides of the vehicle. 

Amended and recodified from 9.9 by R.1992 d.397, effective November 
2, 1992. 

See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 
Specified mirrors must be mounted on both sides. 

6:21-9.11 Seats and back rests 

(a) Securely fastened seats and back rests shall be provid­
ed which are forward facing and spring or foam rubber 
upholstered. 

(b) A "jump type" or folding seat is not permitted. 

(c) The exit from any seat in the vehicle shall be clear of 
all obstructions. 

(d) A vehicle shall not be used where the exit requires '0 
the folding of any seat ahead. 

(e) A seat belt shall be provided for the driver and all 
passengers. Belts shall be properly maintained. 

Amended and recodified from 9.10 by R.1992 d.397, effective Novem­
ber 2, 1992. 

See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 
Seat belts specified. 

6:21-9.12 Sun visor 

An adjustable sun visor shall be provided. 

Amended and recodified from 9.11 by R.1992 d.397, effective Novem­
ber 2, 1992. 

See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 
"Must" changed to "shall". 

6:21-9.13 Rear window 

The rear window shall be nonventilating. 

New Rule, R.1992 d.397, effective November 2, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 

6:21-9.14 Windshield wipers 

Dual windshield wipers shall be provided. 

Amended and recodified from 9.12 by R.1992 d.397, effective Novem­
ber 2, 1992. 

See: 24 N.J.R. 2109(a), 24 N.J.R. 4069(a). 
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"Must" to "shall". 

SUBCHAPTER 10. SMALL VEHICLE 
REGULATIONS 

6:21-10.1 Motor vehicle registration 

(a) The owner of a private small vehicle wishing to enter 
into a contract with a district board of education for the 
purpose of transporting pupils, to and from school and to 
and from related school activities, shall register the vehicle 
with the Division of Motor Vehicles. The Division of 
Motor Vehicles will recall the present passenger plates of 
the owner and issue school vehicle type 2 license plates at 
the prescribed registration fee. Owners of private small 
vehicles shall renew the vehicle registration on an annual 
basis. 

(b) A district board of education wishing to transport 
pupils in a district-owned vehicle to and from school and to 
and from related school activities shall register the vehicle 
with the Division of Motor Vehicles. The Division of 
Motor Vehicles will provide the district board of education 
with school vehicle type 2 license plates at no registration 
fee. All no fee registration transactions with district boards 
of education will be valid for 36 months. 

(c) Other types of motor vehicle registrations available 
for vehicles used to transport pupils to and from school and 
to and from school related activities are as follows: 

1. Omnibus registration is for contracted small vehi­
cles that are chartered for hire and used for 10 or more 
passengers excluding the driver. 

2. Livery registration is for contracted small vehicles 
that are chartered for hire and used for nine passengers 
or less excluding the driver. · 

3. Handicapped registration plates are issued to family 
members or individuals who own or lease a vehicle for 
transportation of the handicapped. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

The word "must" replaced by "shall", throughout. 

6:21-10.2 Transportation to and from related school 
activities 

District boards of education may authorize the use of 
private vehicles with a capacity of eight or less for the 
transportation of public school pupils to and from related 
school activities, in accordance with policy and regulations 
adopted by the district board of education. The policy shall 
clearly stipulate procedures under which such transportation 
shall take place safely, including provision for appropriate 
and adequate insurance coverage and approval of activities 
and drivers. 

6:21-11.3 

6:21-10.3 Parent transporting his or her own child or 
children 

A parent under contract with a district board of education 
to transport only his or her own child or children will not be 
required to possess a bus driver's license, to use a vehicle 
registered as a school bus, or to comply with the health 
examination prescribed for employees of the district board 
of education. 

New Rule: R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

SUBCHAPTER 11. DRIVERS 

6:21-11.1 Requirements for drivers of school buses 

(a) Drivers of school buses/Vehicles shall meet all require­
ments of N.J.S.A. 18A:39-17, 18, 19 and 20 and of the New 
Jersey Division of Motor Vehicles as per N.J.S.A. 39:1-1 et 
seq. 

(b) Drivers of school vehicles equipped with seat belts 
shall be required to wear them whenever the vehicle is in 
motion. 

(c) Drivers shall hold a valid Commercial Driver License 
with appropriate endorsement( s) issued by the Division of 
Motor Vehicles. 

Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

Case Notes 

Legal fees incurred in bus drivers' successful defense of speeding 
charges not reimbursable. Apgar v. Jackson Township Board of Edu­
cation, 93 N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 799. 

Disqualified school bus driver; rehabilitation not shown. 92 
N.J.A.R.2d (EDU) 13. 

6:21-11.2 Driver procedure 

The driver shall complete daily a driver's school bus 
condition report as prescribed by the Commissioner of 
Education. 

6:21-11.3 Emergency exit drills from school buses 

(a) Schools shall organize and conduct emergency exit 
drills at least twice within the school year for all pupils who 
are transported to and from school. 

1. All other students shall receive school bus evacua­
tion instruction at least once within the school year. 

(b) The school bus driver and bus attendant/aide shall 
participate. 
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(c) Drills shall be conducted on school property and be 
supervised by the principal or person assigned to act in a 
supervisory capacity. 

Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

SUBCHAPTER 12. USE OF SCHOOL BUSES 
OTHER THAN TO AND FROM SCHOOL 
AND SCHOOL RELATED ACTIVITIES 

6:21-12.1 Definitions 

The following words and terms, when used in this sub­
chapter, shall have the following meanings unless the con­
text clearly indicates otherwise. 

"Contiguous district" means a district adjoining and adja­
cent to another district and sharing in some part a common 
boundary within the State of New Jersey. For a regional 
school district a contiguous school district shall be an adjoin­
ing and adjacent district which shares in some part a 
common boundary with the total regional district. 

"Group" means 10 or more persons. 

"Senior citizens" means those people of the State of New 
Jersey who are 60 years of age or older. Spouses of senior 
citizens may be less than 60 years of age. 

6:21-12.2 General provisions 

(a) The board of education of any district may permit the 
use of school buses, owned or leased by the school district, 
for the purpose of transporting senior citizens' groups to 
and from events within the districts or in any contiguous 
district, for transporting handicapped citizens in any district, 
and for transporting children and adults participating in a 
recreation or other program operated by the municipality or 
municipalities in which the district is located or the munici­
pality in which any constituent district of a regional school 
district is located. Such events. shall include, but not be 
limited to, civic, social, cultural, educational, recreational, 
nutritional and health programs and activities. 

(b) The district board of education shall adopt a policy 
addressing the transportation of these groups. The policy 
shall require groups seeking the use of school buses to pay 
all or part of any costs incurred by the district board of 
education in permitting such use. The costs shall include, 
but not be limited to, the costs of fuel, driver salaries, 
insurance, and depreciation. 

(c) The use of school buses by these groups requires the 
approval of the district board of education and shall not 
interfere with the transportation of school pupils. 
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(d) Buses shall be operated only by a person having a 
valid commercial driver license with appropriate endorse­
ment(s) issued by the New Jersey Division of Motor Vehi­
cles. 

(e) School bus warning lamps shall not be used when 
transporting these groups. 

(f) School buses, when used to transport these groups, 
shall load and unload off the public roadway so as not to 
interfere with traffic. 

(g) District boards of education using buses for the trans­
portation of these groups shall file proof of insurance 
coverage for such transportation with their county superin­
tendents of schools. Insurance coverage shall include liabil­
ity for bodily injury and property damage in the amount of 
$1,000,000 combined single limit per occurrence. 

Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

SUBCHAPTER 13. BID SPECIFICATIONS 

6:21-13.1 General requirements 

(a) The district board of education shall designate a 
committee,, official or employee to prepare the specifications 
for each route or contract for which proposals are sought. 
A copy of the specifications shall be submitted to the county 
superintendent of schools prior to advertisement for bids. 
The specifications and advertisement for bids shall be ap­
proved and authorized by formal action of the district board 
of education. 

(b) Any specification drawn for purposes of competitive 
bidding shall be drafted in a manner designed to encourage 
free, open and competitive bidding. Specifications shall not 
knowingly exclude prospective bidders by reason of the 
impossibility of performance or bidding by any one bidder. 
Any contract drawn which fails to meet the requirements of 
this subchapter shall be set aside by the district board of 
education. 

(c) Potential or successful bidders shall not draft specifi­
cations or route descriptions. 

(d) Specifications shall protect against discrimination in 
accordance with P.L. 1975, c.127 (N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.). 

Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

6:21-13.2 Prescribed transportation bid specifications 

(a) The district board of education shall prepare trans­
portation bid specifications to include, but not be limited to, 
the requirements of this chapter. 
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(d) A certified copy of the minutes of the district board 
of education authorizing the adjustment shall accompany 
the Contract Addendum form when submitted to the Coun­
ty Superintendent ·of Schools. 

New Rule: R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

6:21-16.10 Transferring contracts and contract renewals 

(a) Whenever a contractor has enter~d into or intends to 
enter into an agreement to sell or assign to a purchaser all 
of the contractor's rights and liabilities with respect to the 
transportation contract between the district board of edu­
cation and the contractor, such assignment requires the 
approval of the district board of education and the county 
superintendent of schools. 

(b) The transfer shall impose no additional cost to the 
district board of education. 

(c) All terms of the original contract shall remain in 
effect. 

(d) The assignment between the district board of edu­
cation and the purchaser shall not become effective until the 
purchaser provides: 

1. A certificate of insurance; 

2. A surety (performance) bond; 

3. A stockholders' disclosure statement; 

4. Affirmative action documentation; and 

5. An affidavit of noncollusion. 

(e) The prescribed "Pupil Transportation Contract Trans­
fer Agreement" shall be completed for each contract/multi­
contract. 

(f) Certified board minutes approving the transfer of the 
contract must accompany the "Pupil Transportation Con­
tract Transfer Agreement" when it is submitted to the 
County Superintendent for approval. 

New Rule: R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Amended by R.l994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

6:21-16.11 Joint transportation agreements 

(a) Two or more district boards of education may provide 
jointly for the transportation of pupils to and from any 
school(s), within or outside the district or counties. 

(b) Whenever in the judgment of the county superinten­
dent of schools transportation of pupils could be more 

.__. economically accomplished by joint transportation, he or she 
may order such joint transportation, assign the administra-

6:21-17.1 

tion to one district board of education as host and prorate 
the cost to the joining district boards of education. 

(c) The district board of education providing· the trans­
portation, either by district-owned vehicle or contracted 
vehicle, will be referred to as the "host". 

(d) The "host" district board of education will be respon­
sible for initiating the joint agreement and insure that when 
transportation is provided by contracted services, contracts 
meet the requirements for approval by the County Superin­
tendent of Schools. 

(e) Four copies of the joint transportation agreement 
form prescribed by the Commissioner shall be submitted to 
the county superintendent of schools for approval. Joint 
agreements between district boards of education located in 
more than one county shall be submitted to both county 
superintendents of schools for approval. 

(f) Certified copies of board minutes for each district 
board of education involved in the joint agreement shall 
accompany the joint transportation agreement submitted to 
the county superintendent of schools. 

(g) Joint agreements issued between district boards of 
education in the same county shall be sent to the county 
superintendent for approval within 60 days of the agree­
ment. 

(h) Joint agreements issued between district boards of 
education in different counties shall be sent to the county 
superintendents for approval within 90 days of the agree­
ment. 

New Rule: R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

SUBCHAPTER 17. INSURANCE 

6:21-17.1 General provisions 

(a) Each contractor and district board of education shall 
furnish liability insurance for bodily injury and property 
damage in the amount of $1,000,000 combined single limit 
per occurrence for all vehicles which are used for pupil 
transportation to and from school and school related activi­
ties. 

(b) Insurance shall be obtained through a company au­
thorized to insure in New Jersey and shall cover the district 
board of education as an additional named insured. 

(c) Self-insured transportation contractors and district 
boards of education as provided in N.J.S.A. 48:4-12 and 13 
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shall file a certificate of self-insurance with the county 
superintendent of schools. 

(d) Policies or certificates of insurance shall accompany 
all contracts or renewals when transportation contracts or 
renewals are submitted to the county superintendent of 
schools for approval. 

(e) Policies or certificates of insurance shall be submitted 
to the county superintendent of schools for approval when­
ever policies are amended, revised or renewed. 

(f) Transportation contractors and district boards of edu­
cation shall comply with these regulations as of September 
1, 1990. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

Increased minimum limit of liability insurance from $300/500,000 to 
$1 million. 
Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

SUBCHAPTER 18. INSPECTION 

6:21-18.1 Applicability 

(a) The provisions of this subchapter shall be applicable 
to all vehicles which are registered in this State, owned or 
leased by a district board of education, school bus contrac­
tor or individual under contract with a district board of 
education and used for transportation of pupils to and from 
school and/or to and from school related activities. 

I 

(b) All vehicles shall be systematically inspected twice 
within the year to ensure that such vehicles and accessories 
are in safe and proper operating condition. Time and 
location of inspection shall be established by the Director, 
Division of Motor Vehicles or ~e Commissioner, Depart­
ment of Transportation, whichever is the appropriate agen­
cy. Nothing contained herein shall limit the Department of 
Education's authority to require more frequent inspection of 
such vehicles when, in the Department's detennination, the 
safety of pupils so requires. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

Editorial changes only. 

6:21-18.2 Division of Motor Vehicles inspection 

(a) No school vehicle registered with the Division of 
Motor Vehicles which is owned by or under contract with a 
district board of education shall be used for transportation 
of pupils to and from school and/or to and from school 
related activities, as defined in N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1, unless 
such school vehicle is issued a school bus inspection sticker 
by the Division of Motor Vehicles. School vehicles shall be 
inspected or reinspected at Motor Vehicle Inspection Sta­
tions. 
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(b) The Division of Motor Vehicles is responsible for the 
school vehicle inspection of the following vehicle registra­
tions: 

1. S1 (School Vehicle Type I); 

2. S2 (School Vehicle Type II); 

3. Livery; and 

4. Handicapped. 

(c) Owners and operators of buses shall submit evidence 
of inspection by the Division of Motor Vehicles to the 
county superintendent of schools at such time as he or she 
may deem necessary. 

(d) Parents who transport only their own child or chil­
dren under contract with a district board of education are 
not required to utilize a vehicle registered as a school bus. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 
Amended by R.1994 d.404, effective August 1, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1997(a), 26 N.J.R. 3164(a). 

6:21-18.3 Department of Transportation inspection 

(a) No autobus under jurisdiction of the Department of 
Transportation and under contract with a district board of 
.education shall be used for transportation of pupils to and 
from school, as defined in N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1, unless such 
autobus is authorized for school use on the certificate of 
inspection issued by the Department of Transportation. 

(b) An. autobus under the jurisdiction of the Department 
of Transportation is exempt from authorization for school 
use on the certificate of inspection issued by the Depart­
ment of Transportation when being used on a preset fran­
chised route and schedule or chartered for school related 
activities. 

(c) The Department of Transportation is responsible for 
1 the inspection and certification for school use of the omni­

bus vehicle registration. 

(d) Owners or operators of buses authorized for school 
use by the Department of Transportation shall submit evi­
dence of such approval to the county superintendent of 
schools at such time as he or she may deem necessary. 

(e) A bus authorized for school use by the Department of 
Transportation may be inspected by a county superintendent 
for compliance with the requirements of this chapter. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

Added new (b) and (e), recodified (b) and (c) as (c) and (d). 

Supp. 10-16-95 21-42 

u 



/··. 

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

6:21-18.4 Responsibility for reports and records 

(a) School bus owners shall retain all records of inspec­
tion and quarterly maintenance reports for the life of the 
vehicle: Such records shall be available for review by the 
Division of Motor Vehicles, Department of Transportation 
and the Department of Education. 

(b) Inspection records shall include: 

1. A daily vehicle condition report by a driver. These 
reports must be retained for not less than 13 months; 

2. A record of vehicle inspection; 

3. A systematic inspection and quarterly maintenance 
record signed by the person making repairs and inspection 
which shall be maintained for each vehicle; 

4. For leased or otherwise contracted vehicles, an 
identification of the lessor or contractor furnishing the 
school bus shall also be included. 

Amended by R.1989 d.610, effective December 18, 1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2724(a), 21 N.J.R. 3939(a). 

Changed "must" to "shall". 

SUBCHAPTER 19. PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 
GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

6:21-19.1 General authority 

(a) The Commissioner shall provide for a thorough evalu­
ation of district boards of education pupil transportation 
operations and fiscal procedures to determine compliance 
with the provisions of this chapter and N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 et 
seq. 

(b) The Commissioner may withhold or adjust transporta­
tion aid for district boards of education which are noncom­
pliant with the provisions set forth in this chapter. For 
example, transportation aid may be adjusted or withheld for 
the improper award of contracts, use of unauthorized vehi­
cles or inaccurate data submitted for State aid. 

Amended by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 23 N.J.R. 2636(a). 

Commissioner's authority to review, withhold or adjust State aid 
specified. 

6:21-19.2 General district procedures 

(a) District boards of education shall annually submit 
pupil transportation contracts to the county superintendent 
of schools as required by law and regulation for review as to 
form and compliance with N.J.A.C. 6:21-13 through 17. 

/' (b) The district board of education auditor shall submit, 
'_.; by November 1st of each year, the district audit question­

naire form as prescribed by the Commissioner for pupil 

6:21-19.5 

transportation to the county superintendent of schools for 
review. 

(c) District boards of education shall submit reports, 
through the county superintendent's office, necessary for the 
calculation of State transportation aid and the analysis of 
the numerical values (cost factors) contained in the trans­
portation aid formula in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
18A:7D-18 and 19. 

Amended by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 23 N.J.R. 2636(a). 

Process for calculation of transportation aid specified. 

6:21-19.3 Regulatory review 

(a) The county superintendent of schools shall conduct a 
review of district boards of education transportation opera­
tions in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6:8-4.3(a)10vi. 

(b) The Bureau of Pupil Transportation field representa­
tive shall conduct quarterly reviews of the county superin­
tendent's administration of pupil transportation. This re­
view shall include a sampling of records that have been 
submitted to the county superintendent of schools by district 
boards of education to determine compliance with the provi­
sions of this chapter. 

(c) The Bureau of Pupil Transportation field representa­
tive shall conduct on site annual reviews of district boards of 
education pupil transportation procedures, operations and 
fiscal records as directed by the Commissioner and shall 
notify the district board of education and county superinten­
dent of the findings. 

(d) The Bureau of Pupil Transportation shall verify data, 
required by the Quality Education Act, submitted by district 
boards of education for State transportation aid. 

Amended by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 23 N.J.R. 2636(a). 

Review of transportation operations specified. 

6:21-19.4 Corrective plan 

Any district board of education found to be deficient as a 
result of the Bureau of Pupil Transportation review shall 
submit a corrective action plan addressing the specific rec­
ommendations to the county superintendent of schools and 
the Bureau of Pupil Transportation. 

Amended by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 23 N.J.R. 2636(a). 

Bureau of Pupil Transportation also to receive corrective plan. 

6:21-19.5 Compliance investigation 

(a) The Division of Compliance shall conduct a complete 
inspection of pupil transportation procedures, operations, 
and costs for any district board of education identified as 
deficient in the administration of pupil transportation as a 
result of the Bureau of Pupil Transportation review or State 

21-43 Supp. 10-16-95 



6:21-19.5 

Department of Education monitoring process under any one 
of the following circumstances: 

1. The Bureau of Pupil Transportation review indi­
cates that conditions exist within the district that may 
prevent the successful implementation of a corrective 
action plan. 

2. A district board of education fails to implement 
and adhere to the corrective action plan that has been 
approved by the county superintendent of schools; or 

DEPT. OF EDUCATION 

3. A district fails to achieve certification based upon 
deficiencies noted in pupil transportation and does not 
demonstrate reasonable progress pursuant to N.J.A.C. ·~ 
6:8-5.2(c). 

Amended by R.1991 d.460, effective September 3, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1737(a), 23 N.J.R 2636(a). 

Stylistic changes. 

\ 
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PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 

SUGGESTED METHOD FOR ESTIMATING 
GENERATOR OR ALTERNATOR 

CAPACITY 

Constant Load 

Current 
Number Draw 

Equipment of Units (Amperes) 

6:21 App. 

APPENDIX 

Current 
Number Draw 

Equipment of Units (Amperes) 
Underseat heater motors ...................... 2 ......... 10.50 
Underseat heater motor. ...................... 1 . . . . . . . . . 8.50 
Defroster fan motor .......................... 1 . . . . . . . . . 3.50 
Windshield wipers ...................................... 14.00 
Fuel pump . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 
Emergency door buzzer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 

Intermittent Load 
Ignition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.50 (average) Flasher motor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.90 
Head lamps (Type 2 dual lower beam) ......... 2 . . . . . . . . . 8.40 
Tail lights ................................... 2 . . . . . . . . . 1.18 
Clearance lights .............................. 4 . . . . . . . . . 2.36 
Cluster lights ................................ 6 . . . . . . . . . 3.54 
Body instrument panel ..................... .'. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.80 
Primary front heater motors ................... 2 ......... 24.00 
Primary defroster motor ...................... 1 ......... 12.00 
Supplementary front heater motor .............. 1 ......... 12.00 
Supplementary defroster motor ................ 1 ......... 12.00 

Alternately flashing signal lamps ............... 2 ......... 11.60 
Step-well and 6 interior dome lights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.64 
Individual additional dome lights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.94 
Stop (brake) lights ........................... 4 . . . . . . . . . 6.60 
Turn signals ................................. 2 . . . . . . . . . 2.36 

To determine the electrical load (in amperes) for a typical school bus, the 
following formula is recommended: 

Constant Load + 35% of intermittent load *' total load 
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