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Sponsors’ Forewords

This story of New Jersey is cause for pride to those who love the State,
but must also give pause to those who can be critical at the same time.

Its beauty and romance, its ugliness and the commonplace have been
preserved in an unusual balance by the collaborators in the evaluation of
the State.

The Editors are to be heartily congratulated upon an achievement of
note, as this Guide is a distinct contribution to a knowledge of the history
of New Jersey.

BEATRICE WINSER, Librarian
Newark Public Library

The New Jersey Guild Associates as co-sponsors with the Newark Pub-
lic Library have a deep sense of satisfaction in bringing before the public
the New Jersey Guide. Here at last is an authentic story of our State that
will warm the hearts of the old residents and prove interesting reading for
anyone who may happen upon it.

Highways and wayside taverns are adequately described, but this new
kind of guide leads to strange and remote places. It undertakes excursions
into history and economics and the arts. Afield, it detours from the main
traveled roads for unexpected forays to spots that scarcely one tourist in a
thousand would find unaided—places that are unknown even to the motor-
minded residents of New Jersey. In a very real sense the book lifts up fa-
miliar, sun-baked stones to reveal the quiet life beneath.

Our hope is that publication of new and revised editions of the Guide
may become a New Jersey custom.

THE NEW JERSEY GUILD ASSOCIATES
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Preface

NEW JERSEY: A Guide to Its Present and Past is an attempt to present
not only the background and development of old New Jersey, but also the
rapidly changing scene of the State today. If the book achieves its purpose
it will serve a contemporary need, and in addition it will preserve the flavor
of present-day New Jersey for scholars of the future.

The guide is a cooperative product, the work of field workers and re-
search workers, of writers and editors, and of competent authorities in
every department of New Jersey life. Newspaper files, libraries, and many
other sources have been searched for information ; mechanics and farmers,
scholars and policemen, artists and aviators have been interviewed. Most
of the material, however, has been gathered first-hand: every major city
in the State has been studied by reporters, and field wotkers have traveled
every foot of the main highways from High Point Park to Cape May.
Checking and rechecking of these thousands of items have produced, it is
hoped, a minimum of error. We ask readers who find mistakes to write to
the publisher, so that future editions may be corrected.

In order to keep this one-volume guide within practical book length, it
has been necessary to abridge drastically the voluminous data assembled in
the course of the project. Much of this material, however, will be made
available in detailed studies or in encyclopedic form at a later time.

It would be an endless task to list all the consultants whose aid has
made the book possible. Special thanks are due, however, to Miss Beatrice
Winser for making available the facilities of the Newark Public Library
and for her valuable assistance; and to Dr. Milton R. Konvitz, who acted
as general consultant. Specialists in various fields have contributed ma-
terially in the preparation of several of the introductory essays. Professor
John E. Bebout of the University of Newark directed the work on the
History essay and, in collaboration with Professor Fred Killian, also of
the University of Newark, contributed the section entitled Gowvern-
ment. Professor Herbert Woodward of the University of Newark con-
tributed the section on Geology, and together with Dr. Horace G. Rich-
ards of the State Museum provided the material on Paleontology. Pro-
fessor Carl Woodward of Rutgers University wrote most of the essay on

vii
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Agriculture. The chapter entitled Archeology and Indians is the work of
Dr. Dorothy Cross of the Indian Sites Survey.

Among others who gave valuable criticism are: Sarah B. Askew, secre-
tary and librarian of the State Public Library Commission; Professor Rob-
ert G. Albion of Princeton University; Theodosia Bates, director of the
New Jersey Gallery of Kresge department store, Newark; Mary Boggan,
Hackensack librarian; Henry Reed Bowen, general secretary of the New
Jersey Council of Religious Education; Van Wyck Brooks; Professor J.
Douglas Brown of Princeton University; Professor L. H. Buckingham of
Newark University; the Reverend Ellis B. Burgess of the United Lutheran
Synod of New York; Elizabeth V. Colville, editor of Musical New Jersey;
J. Hallam Conover of Frechold; Royal Cortissoz, art editor of the New
York Herald Tribune, Elbert Cox, superintendent of Morristown National
Historical Park; Phoebe Crosby of Philadelphia; Kenneth W. Dalzell of
the American Institute of Architects; George de Cou of Moorestown;
Professor Frank de Vyver of Duke University ; Professor Norman Foerster,
director of the School of Letters at the University of Iowa; the Reverend
William Hiram Foulkes, of OId First Presbyterian Church of Newark;
Lewis Gannett of the New York Herald Tribune; the Reverend L. Hamilton
Garner of Newark ; Marguerite L. Gates, assistant librarian, Newark; C. A.
George, Elizabeth librarian; Louis Ginsberg of Paterson; Nathan L. Gold-
berg, assistant editor of the Guild Reporter; Abe J. Greene, city editor of
the Paterson Evening News, the Reverend R. D. Gribbon, Archdeacon of
the New Jersey Diocese of the Protestant Episcopal Church; Stephen Haff
Jr., trustee of the Jersey City Museum Association; Edward Sothern
Hipp, dramatic editor of the Newark Sunday Call; William S. Hunt, pub-
lisher of the Newark Sunday Call; Edward Alden Jewell, art editor of the
New York Times; Laurence B. Johnson, managing editor of the New Jer-
sey Educational Review; Professor Wheaton J. Lane of Princeton Univer-
sity; Frank Jewett Mather, director of the Princeton Museum of Historic
Art; Nell L. Meyers, Freehold librarian; George Miller, regional director
of the Historical Records Survey; William Milwitzky of Newark; Professor
Sherley Morgan, director of Princeton University School of Architecture;
Lewis Mumford; Grace D. McKinney, religion editor of the Newatk Eve-
ning News; Howard D. McKinney, director of Rutgers University School
of Music; Maurice F. Neufeld, acting secretary of the New Jersey State
Planning Board; George A. Osborne, Rutgers University librarian; Fred-
erick S. Osborne, director of public information at Princeton University;
William J. Pickersgill of Perth Amboy; Charles A. Philhower, superin-
tendent of Westfield Junior High School; Corliss Fitz Randolph, presi-
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dent and librarian of the Seventh Day Baptist Historical Society; Vergil
D. Reed, assistant director of the Bureau of the Census; Leonard H. Rob-
bins of the New York T7mes; Grace D. Rose, Morristown librarian;
Joseph S. Sickler, postmaster of Salem, New Jersey; Samuel Slaff of Passaic;
Professor James G. Smith of Princeton University ; Mary Cook Swartwout,
director of the Montclair Art Museum; Cornelia B. Thompson, principal
of Asbury Park High School; Professor Willard Thorp of Princeton Uni-
versity ; Norman F. Titus, secretary of the State Chamber of Commerce;
Lydia Weston, Burlington librarian; A. Edmund Williamson, executive
secretary of the Chamber of Commerce of the Oranges and Maplewood;
and Edmund Wilson.

This book was prepared under the supervision of Mrs. Irene Fuhl-
bruegge, State Director, and Alexander L. Crosby, State Editor, both of
whom resigned before publication.

VioLA L. HUTCHINSON

T Ty } Assistant State Directors

JosepH SUGARMAN, JR.

IrvinGg D. Siiss Editurs
BENjAMIN GOLDENBERG

FRED EPPELSHEIMER
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General Information

(State map showing highways, raiflways, topography, forests, recreational areas,
and bistoric and other points of interest, inside back cover. Map showing tour
routes, on end papers.)

Railroads: Pennsylvania (Pennsy); Delaware, Lackawanna and Western
(Lackawanna) ; Central Railroad of New Jersey (Jersey Central); Erie;
Lehigh Valley; West Shore; Baltimore and Ohio (B & O); and Reading
serve important points. Hudson and Manhattan R.R. (the Tubes) be-
tween Newark, Jersey City, Hoboken, and New York.

Bus Lines: Interstate: Greyhound, Public Service, Pan-American, Martz,
Safeway Trailways, Golden Arrow, Champlain, Edwards, De Camp, Gat-
den State, Jersey Central-Reading Transportation, and others. Intrastate:
Public Service and many small independent lines connecting principal
towns and cities.

Steamship Lines: Jersey City: Dollar Line, “Round the World”; Ameri-
can Export, to Mediterranean ports; American-Scantic Lines, to Scandi-
navia, Poland, Russia; Moormack, to South America. Hoboken: Gdynia-
American, to Poland, Denmark, West Indies, Bermuda; Holland-America,
to Europe, Cuba, Mexico; Cosulich, to Mediterranean and Adriatic ports;
Red Star, to Belgium; Lamport and Holt, to South America.

Airlines: Newark: terminal of Transcontinental & Western Air, United
Airlines, Eastern Airlines, and American Airlines. Camden: airport for
Philadelphia, terminal of United Airlines (western route), Transcontinen-
tal & Western Air, Eastern Airlines, and American Airlines.

Highways: Ten Federal highways, including US 1 from Canada to Miami
and US 30 from Atlantic City to Astoria, Ore. All State and U. S. routes
patrolled by State police. Gasoline tax 4¢.

Traffic Regulations: Speed Limits: 40 m.p.h. on open highway, 15 ap-

proaching intersections; 20 in residential and business districts; unless

posted otherwise, 15 in town and city districts no# controlled by lights or

traffic officers; 10 in all school or other restricted districts. General Rules

of the Road: Driver approaching intersection from right has right-of-way.
XX1i1
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No turn may be made at a red light, unless indicated by a green arrow or
sign. Vehicles must stop at least 1o ft. in rear of streetcars stopped for re-
ceiving or discharging passengers except at established safety zone. Trol-
ley cars may be passed on R. only, except on one-way streets. Vehicles
operating on roads with clearly marked lanes must keep R., using center
lanes for passing only. No passing at intersections, on hills, curves, or
other places where view is obstructed for minimum of 500 ft. Ambulances,
fire engines, and police cars have right-of-way at all times. Two braking
systems, each operating on two wheels, required. Headlights and taillights
must be lit from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sun-
rise. Nonresident may operate car without permit within the State for pe-
riod reciprocally agreed upon by State of residence and New Jersey. Mo-
torist involved in accident must wait until police appear, and report to
them; or report to State police. Telephone operator will give direct con-
nection. Trailers subject to restriction by local ordinances. Probibited:
Parking on paved portion of highway or on any part of road unless a
15-ft. passage is left for other vehicles, with view of 200 ft. each way.
Parking within 25 ft. of intersection, or within 50 ft. of stop sign, or
within 10 ft. of fire hydrant.

State Police Substations:

Absecon Newton
Berlin Penn’s Neck
Cape May Court House Pompton Lakes
Columbus Port Norris
Farmingdale Scotch Plains
Flemington Somerville
Hightstown Teaneck
Keyport Toms River
Malaga Washington
Mantua Woodbridge
Milltown Woodstown
Netcong

Accommodations: Good hotels in larger cities. Many fine hotels at coast
and lake resorts, open in season. Tourist homes, small hotels, and dining
accommodations in nearly all towns.

Liguor Laws: Hours and days of sale and other regulations fixed by cities
and towns. Package goods sold in saloons, grocery stores, drug stores, deli-
catessens, and similar places.
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Climate and Equipment: Topcoats or wraps should supplement summer
wardrobe at seashore, mountain, and lake resorts. Otherwise, seasonable
wardrobe will suffice. Occasional fogs in spring and fall along the shore
and lowlands. Moderate snowfall usually, but main highways are always
kept open.

Poisonous Reptiles and Plants: Rattlesnakes and copperheads, while not
common, are found in the northern mountains and in the pinelands of the
south and central areas. Poison ivy and poison sumac are common.

Information: The State department of conservation and development,
Trenton, N. J., provides leaflets and other information on State parks and
forests. Excellent maps are sold by the department at nominal prices
(write for list) ; of especial value are the atlas sheets, 27 by 37 in., cover-
ing the State with 37 maps on a scale of 1 m. to the in. (50¢ each). Bu-
reaus of information on New Jersey travel and vacation resorts are main-
tained by the Newark Evening News and Newartk Sunday Call.

Recreational Areas: New Jersey has 120 miles of ocean front along the
Atlantic Coast and, behind it, many inlets and bays with ideal conditions
for yachting and fishing. There are more than 40 beaches, patrolled by
lifeguards. In most of the larger resorts the beach front is controlled by
the municipality, private individuals, clubs, or hotels. Free bathing is per-
mitted in some of the less populous sections. The northern lake region
includes nearly 100 bodies of water in the woodlands and hills of Mor-
ris, Sussex, Passaic, and Warren Counties, with large summer colonies. In
addition to Palisades Interstate Park, 1,700 acres held jointly with New
York, the State maintains the following 14 parks: Ringwood Manor,
Hacklebarney, Voorhees, Swartswood, Washington Crossing, Washington
Rock, Parvin, Mount Laurel, Musconetcong, Cranberty, Hopatcong, High
Point, Stephens and Cheesequake. There are eight forests operated by the
State and most of the State parks and forests have free facilities for pic-
nics ; lakes for bathing and boating; well-stocked streams for fishing, sub-
ject to State laws; trails for hiking and horseback riding. Parvin and
Swartswood offer free supervised swimming. The Appalachian Trail,
Maine to Georgia, runs for 2 miles along the Kittatinny Ridge from
Delaware Water Gap to High Point Park, the highest section of the State.
Various counties have extensive park systems. The South Mountain and
Eagle Rock Reservations in Essex County enclose 2,500 actes of natural
forest, bridle paths, trails, camp sites, picnic grounds, and drives. The
most important Federal reservation is Morristown National Historical
Park. Many municipalities have recreational centers and playgrounds with
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wading and swimming pools and other recreational facilities for adults
and children.

General Rules: Written permit required for fires in a State reservation.
Many fireplaces are provided. Smokers should use extreme care; causing a
fire in any forest reserve is a misdemeanor. State laws provide penalties
for cutting, injury, or removal of trees, shrubs, plants, or flowers by any
person without the consent of the owner of the property.

Fishing: Practically every species of salt-water fish natural to temperate
waters of North America is found in the coastal waters. All the larger
seashore resorts maintain fishing piers, and powerboats for deep-sea fish-
ing. Surf casting, free on most beaches, is practiced at many spots. Among
the choice trout streams are the Musconetcong, Pequest, and South Branch
of the Raritan, in the northern section, and Wading River in the southern
section. In addition large-mouthed and small-mouthed bass, pickerel,
perch, and sunfish are plentiful throughout river and lake waters. The
State distributes annually 130,000,000 fish from the Hackettstown hatchery
and maintains five public fishing and hunting grounds. License: Resident
fishing, $2.10; nonresident, $5.50. Resident hunting and fishing, $3.10;
nonresident, $10.50. Note: Hunting and fishing laws are changed fre-
quently; tourists are advised to obtain up-to-date information. Licenses are
issued by the State fish and game commission, Trenton, N. J., through
agents including city and county cletks and other local officials.

Fishing Laws: Game fish are defined as bass, trout, pike, perch, and
pickerel. Open Seasons (dates inclusive): Broad, brown, rainbow trout,
and salmon, Apr. 15-July 15 and Sept 1-30; bass and crappie, June 15—
Nov. 30, except from Delaware River. Pike, pickerel and pike-perch, May
20-Nov. 30 and Jan. 1-20, except from Delaware River. From Delaware
River and Bay tributaries: bass, crappie, pike-perch, pickerel, pike, and
trout, June rs5-Dec. 1. From Delaware River and tributaries between
Trenton Falls and Birch Creek; bass, crappie, pike-perch, pickerel, pike,
June 15-Dec. 1; trout, Apr. xs—July 31. Daily Limit: Trout and salmon,
10 (trout 7 in.); black and Oswego bass, 20 in all (9 in.); rock bass, 20;
calico bass and crappie, 20 in all (6 in.). Pike, pickerel, and pike-perch,
no daily limit from open water; 1o when fishing through ice (14 in.); 10
from Delaware River (12 in.). Trout, 10 (6 in.), from Delaware River,
Bay and tributaries.

Prohibited: Sale or purchase of black or Oswego bass, except for propa-
gating; sale of pike-perch, pike or pickerel caught through the ice; fishing
for trout, bass, pike-perch, pike, or pickerel after 9 p.m.
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Hunting: Deer, the largest game in the State, are found chiefly in the
State forests set aside for their conservation, but many roam the mountains
of the northern counties and the pine forests of the southern plain. The
State game farms breed and release yearly about 70,000 head of small
game, including rabbits, quail, and partridge. The coastal salt marshes
and inlets abound in waterfowl. The northern lakes, rivers, and moun-
tains attract quail, partridge, pheasants, etc. There is some fox hunting in
Somerset and Morris Counties, and raccoon hunting with trained dogs in
the country southwest of New Brunswick.

License: Same fee as fishing (see above).

Open Seasons (dates inclusive): Quail, rabbit, gray hare, black or fox
squirrel, male English or ringneck pheasant, ruffed grouse, prairie chicken,
wild turkey, Hungatian partridge, Nov. 1o-Dec. 15. Geese, ducks, coot
(crow ducks), and Wilson snipe or jacksnipe, Nov. 26-Dec. 25; sora,
clapper, and king rail (marsh hen or mudhen), other rails and gallinules
(except coot), Sept. 1—Nov. 30. Woodcock, Oct. 15—Nov. 14. Skunk,
mink, muskrat, otter (may only be trapped), Nov. 1s-Mar. 15. (No
open season on wood, ruddy, bufflehead, canvasback, or redhead duck,
brant, snow goose, Ross’s goose, or swan.) Special State license required
for woodcock. Deer (only those having horns at least 3 in. long), Dec.
17-Dec. 21. Raccoon, Nov. 1-Dec. 31, excepting deer season. Daily Bag
Limits: 10 quail, 6 rabbits, 6 gray squirrels, 3 ruffed grouse, 2 male pheas-
ants (30 in season), 3 Hungarian partridge; ducks (except wood, ruddy,
canvasback, redhead and bufflehead), total of 10 of all kinds; geese (ex-
cept snow goose, Ross’s goose, and brant), total of 4 of all kinds; 15
coot, 15 Wilson's snipe or jacksnipe.

Possession Limits: One day’s bag: sora, 25; other rails and gallinules (ex-
cept sora and coot), total of 15 of all kinds; woodcock, 4; deer, one buck
a year ($100 penalty for exceeding limit) ; raccoon, no daily limit, but 15
during season.

Probhibited: Use of any snare, snood, net, trap, or any device for catching
or trapping game birds or game animals; shooting at any game bird or
game animal from power boat, airplane, hydroplane, or automobile; use
of ferrets or poisons.

Yachting and Boating: Inlets and bays along the coast are lined with sum-
mer yacht clubs. Important events yearly on Navesink, Shrewsbury, and
Toms Rivers, Absecon and Barnegat Bays. For motorboats, National
Sweepstakes Regatta yearly at Red Bank on the Navesink, others on the
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Passaic. Speedboat races every summer at Hopatcong and other northern
lakes, and on Raritan, Manasquan, and other rivers and bays. Canoeing on
many rivers and lakes.

Golf: There are more than 100 golf courses in the State owned by pri-
vate, semiprivate, and public clubs. The best known course is Baltusrol, at
Springfield, scene of many major tournaments.

Tennis: Many municipalities provide public tennis courts, and county
parks have increased tennis facilities in recent years. The Seabright Lawn
Tennis Cricket Club and the Orange Lawn Tennis Club hold annual cham-
pionship matches.

Other Games and Sports: Important intercollegiate football matches are
held at Princeton and Rutgers. Other colleges, and high schools and pri-
vate preparatory schools have scheduled games; Newark, Paterson, and
Trenton have professional teams. Baseball is played informally on sand-
lots all over the State. Most high schools and colleges have teams, and
Newark, Jersey City, and Trenton have professional teams. Outdoor polo
is played at Rumson and Burnt Mills. There is bicycle racing at Nutley;
automobile racing at Woodbridge; boxing and wrestling in Newark, Jer-
sey City, and many other centers.

Winter Sports: An Erie R.R. snow train runs to High Point Park, where
there are miles of ski trails and a recently completed ski jump. There are
other ski jumps in county parks, closer to urban centers. All natural lakes
and those in parks are used for ice skating. Tobogganing and snowshoe-
ing are popular in many State and county parks. The North Branch of
Shrewsbury River at Red Bank has been an iceboating center for 50 years,
Lakewood, Morristown, and Atlantic City have ice carnivals, and Eliza-
beth has dog-sled races. Indoor sports include polo at Newark, East
Orange, Westfield, Red Bank, and Trenton; ice hockey in the new mu-
nicipal stadium at Atlantic City; track meets and basketball in armories
and halls throughout the State.
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Jan.

Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

Calendar of Events

(nfd means no fixed date; locations subject to change have been left blank.)

2nd wk Morristown

nfd Morristown

nfd Atlantic City

nfd Trenton

nfd Elizabeth

nfd Watchung

Reservation

Union County

nfd Salem

nfd Newark

ff dFeb. Red Bank

or Feb. Lakewood

nfd Atlantic City

14 New Brunswick

2nd wk Newark

nfd Atlantic City

nfd Lake Mohawk

20: Plainfield

4th wk Newark

nfd Newark

Lenten Season Union City

10° Burlington
(Cor. High and
Broad Sts.)

2nd Fri. Statewide

26 Finns Point

Sat. before 1+t gt}

Palei Sosic Atlantic City

Palm Sun. Atlantic City

Easter Sun. Atlantic City
Palmyra
Elizabeth

XXixX

Eastern States Skeet Champion-
ship

Ice Carnival

Men’s Championship Squash
Tournaments

Agricultural Show

Dog-sled Races

Cross-Country Ski Meet

Muskrat Skinning Contest
Metropolitan Opera

Ice Boat Races

Winter Sports Carnival
Ice Carnival

Twilight Concert

Dog Show

Atlantic Coast Women's Squash
Championship

Winter Carnival

Union County Badminton Tout-
nament

Indoor Polo Championship

Contemporary Club, Grand Opera

Passion Play, Veronica's Veil

Election of Officers of Council
of W. Jersey Proprietors

Arbor Day

Confederate Memorial Pilgrim-
age

Dog Show

Style Parade
Easter Parade
Sunrise Service
Sunrise Service
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nfd

I5-30
3I

1st wk
2nd wk

1st & 2nd wk

Jast wk
Decoration

Day & every

Sat. until

Columbus Day

nfd
nfd

nfd
nfd
nfd

June 5-6

1
last wk
nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd

July 4

4-10
16

30-31
& Aug. 1
nfd
nfd
nfd

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Cape May

Paterson
Glassboro
Pitman
Camden

Newark

Newark

South Jersey
Madison

1N ewark

Atlantic City
Jersey City

New Brunswick
Summit
South Orange

Atlantic City
Princeton
Rumson
Swedesboro
North Bergen
Camden
Paterson
Atlantic City
Newark
Maplewood
Princeton
West Orange

New Brunswick
Westfield
Newark
Wildwood

Hammonton

Rumson

New Brunswick
Barnegat Bay
Rumson

Mackerel Fleet Race
Gloucester, Mass.

May Day Parade

Blossom Festival

Blossom Festival

Walt Whitman’s Birthday Cele-
bration

Horse Show

Flower Show

Blossom Time in Fruit Belts

Dog Show

from

Amateur Trotting Races

Horse Show

Hudson County Progress Expo-
sition

Pageant and Horse Show

Horse Show

Dog Show

Flower Mart

Track Meet

Dog Show

Service at Old Trinity Church
German Day Exercises
Outdoor Mass, American Legion
Festival of Nations

National Headliners Frolic
Open-air Symphony Concerts
Golf Tournament
Westminster Choir

Rock Spring Horse Show

Outboard Motorboat Races

Sunrise Service

Amateur Trotting Races

“Mibs”  (Marbles) National
Championship

Festival of Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel

Horse Show

Poultrymen’s Field Day
International Star Race
Polo Meet



nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd

Aug. 4

Sept.

Oct.

2nd Sat.

st wk

2nd wk

3rd wk

3rd or 4th wk
4th wk

nfd

nfd
nfd
nfd

nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd

I
20-25

1st wk

1st wk

last wk

Sat. & Sun.
before Labor
Day

Labor Day

nfd
nfd

nfd
nfd
nfd

11
nfd
nfd
nfd

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Spring Lake
Seabright
Deal
Livingston
Rumson

Elizabeth
Keyport
Pitman
Atlantic City
Atlantic City
Red Bank
Ocean Grove
Ventnor

Pitman
North Bergen
Clementon

Sea Girt
Asbury Park
Belvidere

Lake Hopatcong

Port Norris
New Brunswick

Atlantic City {

Newark
Trenton
Atlantic City
Ocean City

Hohokus
Camden

Lake Hopatcong

Hohokus
Hoboken

Trenton
Far Hills
Rumson

Camden

New Brunswick
New Brunswick
Three Mile Run

xxxi

Tennis Tournament

Tennis Tournament
Women’s Golf Tournament
Golf Tournament

Golf Tournament

Italian Night Program

Salt Water Day

Pitman Grove Camp Meeting

Moth Boat Races

Life Guards Races

National Sweepstakes Regatta

Methodist Camp Meeting

Middle Atlantic Coast Tennis
Tournament

Grange Day

Plattdeutsches Volksfest

Drum and Bugle Corps Compe-
tition

Governor Day

Carnival and Baby Parade

Farmers’ Picnic

Motorboat Races

Sailing of 300 Oyster Vessels

Horse Show

Showmen’s Variety Jubilee (In-
cludes Beauty Pageant)

Trotting Meet at Weequahic
Park

State Fair

Power Boat Regatta

Yacht Club Regatta

Trotting Races

Labor Day Services

Yacht Races

Automobile Races

Drum and Bugle Corps Compe-
tition

Feast of Lights (Italian)

Fox Hunt

Horse Show

Pulaski Day

Florists” Day
Chrysanthemum Field Day
Coon Dog Championship



xxxii

Nov.

Dec.

nfd
nfd
nfd
nfd

3rd wk
nfd

24
3rd wk
nfd

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Newark
Paterson

Camden
Elizabeth

Newark
Newark

Burlington
Newark
Atlantic City

Electrical Show
Egg-laying Contest
Food Show

“Own a Home” Show

Automobile Show
Stamp Exhibition

Singing by the Waits
Horse Show
Eisteddfod (Welsh Festival)
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PART I

New Jersey: The General View
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A New Jersey Silhouette

O PHRASE or nickname can supply an index to New Jersey, for in
N physical and sociological composition the State is fundamentally
diverse. It is often called the Garden State; with equal reason it might be
labeled the Factory State, or the Commuter State.

Geographically, New Jersey offers rugged hills, and a long stretch of
ocean shore attracting millions of visitors each summer; fertile soil for or-
chards and truck gardens, and miles of sandy waste covered by ferns and
stunted pines. Industrially, the State produces an amazing variety of goods.
It maintains a full quota of reasonably paid mechanics, and at the same
time numerous sweatshops paying wages of $4 and $5 a week. For genera-
tions Paterson and Passaic have been national battlefields for organized
labor. Yet within walking distance of these cities are other communities
where picketing is considered a crime.

Politically, New Jersey is noted for one of the strongest Democratic ma-
chines of the Nation and a hardly less virile Republican organization. It is
also a testing ground for the Labor Party movement. Culturally, the State
is enriched by Princeton and Rutgers Universities, Stevens Institute, an ex-
cellent school system, the fine Newark Public Library, and several noted
museums. Yet within an hour’s ride from the most densely populated sec-
tions are mountain people who have lived for 150 years in ignorance and
poverty akin to that of Southern hill folk.

Since the time when New York and Philadelphia were villages, New
Jersey has been the corridor between them. Colonial post roads have
evolved into the strikingly designed concrete highways and bridges that
signify a motor-minded population. Fittingly, it was New Jersey that pio-
neered with the cloverleaf intersection to sort unceasing streams of traffic.
Roads have been laid so straight and broad that the long-distance autoist
speeds across the State, seeing little except a landscape of reinforced con-
crete and billboards, although many pleasant villages and quiet country lie
a little way off the main highways.

New Jersey’s characteristic disunity extends back to the years of early
settlement, when the separate provinces of East Jersey and West Jersey
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THE PULASKI SKYWAY, BETWEEN NEWARK AND JERSEY CITY

were created. The civil government and Puritanism of New England were
stamped upon the eastern province, which was to become the urban manu-
facturing area, while the western province (now “South Jersey”) concen-
trated on agriculture and adhered largely to the Quaker faith. Although
the two provinces were united under a single government in 1702, fusion
has never been completed. Residents of southern New Jersey still look
askance at products of the northern half, especially when the product is
political oratory. The term “North Jersey” is used as a geographical des-
ignation with little sentiment, but “South Jersey” is spoken of by fisher-
men and farmers almost as a Virginian speaks of the Old Dominion.

In more recent years the State has become the home of tens of thousands
of people who work in New York or Philadelphia. The commuter reads
newspapers from those cities on his way to work; he rides on railroads
that, except for the Jersey Central, bear names taken from other States;
and when he has money to spend for a good time at night, his pleasure
often falls into the category of interstate commerce. The legitimate theater
is practically non-existent within New Jersey. Night life is decentralized
by hundreds of neon-signed roadhouses, many of them large enough for a
thousand patrons.

But the State does not belong to the commuters. Of more significance
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are the oystermen and fishing captains of the coast; the truck farmers and
dairymen; and the merchants, professional workers, and industrial work-
ers of towns and cities. The greatest share of New Jersey’s working life is
in the factories, whose output of refined copper, petroleum products, tex-
tiles, electrical equipment, machinery and other goods gives the State sixth
rank in the Nation for value of manufactures, although it is only ninth in
population.

Off the arterial roads are hundreds of small villages where the tempo
of life is in keeping with the general stores, white frame churches, and
schoolhouses; where a good corn crop is more interesting news than the
murder of a Manhattan artist’s model, and where the county’s chief horse
trader is more representative of the community culture than the automo-
bile dealer. People in these villages are independent of cities. They are as
firmly rooted to their homesteads as the stone walls and rail fences that
mark their lands.

Equal to the rural Jerseyman’s apparent contempt for the neighboring
metropolises (whose residents buy most of his produce) is the simulated
scorn of New Yorkers for that unexplored portion of the United States
lying between the Hudson River and Hollywood. New Yorkers in general
know little of New Jersey. Although Newark is much closer to New
York’s City Hall than are many sections of the greater city, it is sometimes
assumed to be a remote station on the Pennsylvania Railroad. Relatively
few New Yorkers ever have penetrated the miles upon miles of pine bar-
rens on the coastal plain; they have never seen Bordentown, where the
early nineteenth century is alive on every street, nor the small villages
resting solidly in the pockets of northern mountains.

Like China, New Jersey absorbs the invader. On summer week ends,
when city asphalt is soft enough to take heel prints, the State’s highways
are thronged with the cars of New Yorkers and Pennsylvanians bound for
the coast resorts. And it is to “Jersey” that apartment-worn residents of
Manhattan and Philadelphia move by thousands when the desire for space,
grass, clean air, better schools, and lower rents can no longer be denied.

Millionaires have joined the exodus across the Hudson and Delaware.
They have crowned the low-lying hills with their mansions and green-
houses, converted the fields into golf courses, decorated the roadsides with
spring-blooming forsythia, and imported dogs and horses by the hundreds.

The State inherited a large foreign population from the years of whole-
sale immigration, and received many additional immigrants who moved
from other States between 1920 and 1930. Lying at the back door of Ellis
Island, the industries of New Jersey absorbed so many shiploads of Euro-
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peans that the foreign-born population in some manufacturing centers is
still as high as one-third. Negroes came also to work on farms or in fac-
tories, and racial discrimination followed, particularly in southern New
Jersey—a section that lies partly below the Mason-Dixon Line. According
to the report of the Interracial Committee of New Jersey Conference of
Social Work (1932), “Although civil rights are guaranteed by law to Ne-
groes in New Jersey, their personal privileges are increasingly more lim-
ited.”

Holding to the older traditions are the members of local historical soci-
eties, the Daughters of the American Revolution and similar organizations.
Washington fought much of the Revolution on New Jersey soil, and the
places associated with his name have been marked and preserved. Tales of
Indian raids and Indian-killing are still being told, although the Indian
population has decreased to some two hundred. Monuments to vanished
industry and commerce are the ruins of bog-iton furnaces throughout
southern New Jersey, the weed-grown ditches of the two canals that
crossed the State from the Delaware River, and hundreds of small streams
that once provided power for mills on almost every pond.

Toryism was rampant in New Jersey at the time of the Republic’s birth,
and the State is still a seething mixture of liberal and reactionary forces.
Today the dominant corporation is Public Service, the vast utility concern
that sells electricity, gas, and transportation to most inhabitants of the
State. Consumers have won an initial fight for lower rates, and Camden is
the scene of what amounts to a civic crusade for public ownership.

But the average resident, particularly in the commuting belts, is perhaps
less concerned about the destiny of New Jersey than are the editorial writ-
ers of the great New York dailies. The voter looks to Washington or to
his borough hall, and scarcely knows when the legislature is sitting at
Trenton. The commuter has no time to read the editorials as he sprints
alternately from train to fetry and from ferry to train. The industrial
worker’s chief concern now seems to be the future of national labor of-
ganizations. As for the farmer, he finds the soil good and usually votes
Republican.
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Natural Setting
Geography, Topography, and Climate

EW JERSEY is the fourth smallest State in the Union; only Con-
N necticut, Delaware, and Rhode Island are smaller. It has an area of
8,224 square miles, of which 710 square miles are water surface. The State
has an extreme length north and south of 166 miles, and an extreme
width east and west of 57 miles.

With the exception of the so-mile northern boundary from Hudson
River to Delaware River, separating it from New York, the State is en-
tirely surrounded by water, 300 miles of which are navigable. It is bounded
west and south by the Delaware River and Delaware Bay, dividing it from
Pennsylvania and Delaware. On the east it is bounded by the Atlantic
Ocean, the Hudson River, Arthur Kill, Kill van Kull, and New York
Bay, which separate it from New York.

The State falls naturally into three physical divisions of sharply differen-
tiated scenery. In the north is the mountainous, lake-studded region known
as the Appalachian Highlands; in the central, or Triassic section, are
gently rolling hills, supporting most of the State’s urban and industrial de-
velopment; and in the large southern Coastal Plain are fruit orchards and
market gardens, swamps and pine wastes, miles of beaches and shallow
bays.

The Appalachian Highlands section, which extends northwest of a line
that might be drawn through Pompton, Morristown, Lebanon and Clinton
to Delaware River, includes slightly less than two-fifths of the State’s area.
Along the northwest border are the level-topped narrow Kittatinny Moun-
tains, which achieve the highest elevation in the State—1,805 feet above
sea level at High Point. These mountains are part of the Appalachians.
Bisecting them is the famous Delaware Water Gap, 9oo feet wide at the
base and 4,500 feet wide at the top, with sides rising to a height of 1,200
feet or more.

The thickly wooded ridges of this area form a natural park. In Sussex
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County, more than 12,000 acres along the Kittatinny range have been set
aside as Stokes State Forest to preserve at least a portion of the State’s
woodland in its pristine beauty. Winding roads and trails penetrate the
dense forest growth, and rock-strewn streams invite the fisherman.

Shut in between the Kittatinny Mountains on the west and the High-
lands on the southeast is Kittatinny Valley, largest of the many fertile val-
leys in this section that are used for farming and dairying.

Several parallel ridges, remarkably uniform in height, and some of the
oldest rocks in America, form the lesser elevations. Among the best-known
are the Green Pond, Schooley, Hopatcong, and Jenny Jump; between them,
lakes, swamps, brooks and narrow valleys are frequent. Summer resorts
and large country estates are situated throughout this region. To the south
lies cleared land used for agriculture. The Highlands do not end at the
State line but stretch northeasterly to West Point, where they become the
Highlands of the Hudson, and southwestward into Pennsylvania. Eleva-
tions in this area average about 8oo feet.

Lake Hopatcong, in the south central section of the Appalachian High-
lands district, is the largest inland body of water wholly within the State.
It has an area of 2,443 acres and a shoreline of more than 40 miles. Green-
wood Lake, with 1,290 acres, is divided between New Jersey and New
York. Nearby is Wanaque Reservoir, the State’s largest artificial lake.
Scores of smaller lakes, many of glacial origin, are found in this region.

One-fifth of the State, a long strip barely 20 miles wide, the city belt of
New Jersey, lies within the Triassic Lowland division, which extends from
Delaware River to Hudson River, and north from US 1 (the straight-line
highway between Newark and Trenton) to the base of the Ramapo
Mountains.

Manufacturing and commerce have centered in this area, with the result
that it includes Paterson, Passaic, Jersey City, Newark, Elizabeth, New
Brunswick and Trenton—every large urban center in the State with the
exceptions of Camden and Atlantic City. West and north of Newark is a
string of closely built-up residential towns: Maplewood, the Oranges,
Bloomfield, Nutley, Clifton, and subutbs of Paterson.

The red soils of the weak Triassic sandstone and shales are not utilized
extensively for agricultural development. However, the section running
southwest along the Piedmont belt, just above US 1, is one of the oldest
farming districts in the State.

Rising abruptly from the sandstone plain generally characteristic of the
district are the traprock formations known as the Palisades, Sourland,
Watchung, and Cushetunk. They are forested and rise from 400 to soo
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feet above sea level. The Palisades, the most important of these, extend as
far as Weehawken from a point north of the New York boundary, gradu-
ally decreasing in height. The traprock formation continues to the Kill
van Kull channel and into the Watchung Mountains west of the group of
suburbs known as the Oranges, but south of Weehawken has little scenic
appeal. 2

The State’s three principal rivers, the Passaic, Hackensack, and Raritan,
all drain this section and are partly navigable. The Passaic, the most im-
portant commercially, rises in the southern part of Morris County and
runs northeast to Little Falls, where it descends 40 feet by a cascade and
rapids. In Paterson the river drops 70 feet into a vertically-walled gorge to
form Passaic Falls, a spectacular sight when high water causes an over-
flow. Usually the river’s entire volume is diverted for electricity produc-
tion. From the falls, the river turns southward and empties into Newark
Bay.

The Hackensack enters the State about five miles west of the Hudson,
flows parallel with that river and empties into Newark Bay, around which
are thousands of acres of marshland. The Raritan, largest river wholly
within the State, rises in Morris County, runs eastward and empties into
Raritan Bay. It drains an area of 1,105 square miles. Some of the streams
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provide water power, as may be seen at Paterson, High Bridge, Potters-
ville, and Raritan.

The Coastal Plain division, comprising about 4,400 square miles, or
more than half of the State’s area, sweeps inland and northward from the
ocean up to the general course of US 1. One-third of the plain is less than
so feet above sea level; two-fifths are between 50 and 100 feet; and one-
fourth is 100 feet above sea level. One-eighth of the plain consists of
tidal marsh.

Fringed though it is with these tidal marshes and containing many in-
land swamps, the plain in certain areas is highly productive. The clay beds
and greensand marls of the northern section provide good farm land, pro-
ducing melons, potatoes, corn, and other standard market crops. West-
ward in Burlington County is one of the most important fruit-growing
districts of eastern United States.

The southern and central part of the plain is covered largely with stunted
pine woods—the famous pine barrens. Throughout this area are cranberry
bogs. The swamp land yields in addition large quantities of sphagnum
moss (used by nurserymen for potting) and medicinal herbs. Early set-
tlers quickly discovered the value of the Great Cedar Swamp in Cape May
County, on Tuckahoe River. Buried at shallow depths and perfectly pre-
served were the trunks of giant cedars, which were hauled from the swamp
and converted into shingles and other building material.

Beaches and tidal marshes extending from Raritan Bay to Cape May on
the Atlantic Ocean, and from the Cape to Camden on Delaware River,
almost encircle the area. Sand bars along the coast have always been a
hazard to mariners and fishermen. Capped by sand dunes, the bars are
slowly becoming part of the mainland because of the accumulation of
sediment washed into the basins from the shore. Rivers with swampy
banks, the large extent of unproductive land, and a lack of good harbors
have generally retarded the development of the Coastal Plain.

From Manasquan south the coast is a succession of shallow inlets, river
mouths and long sandy beaches. Barnegat, Little Egg Harbor, and Great
Egg Harbor are the most important harbors on the southern coast. The
Delaware River is navigable up to Camden.

Principal rivers, none of which runs for more than 36 miles, are the
Pequest, Great Egg Harbor, and Maurice. The drainage pattern is den-
dritic, or treelike.

The sole important elevation in this section is the Navesink Highlands
on Lower New York Bay, highest point on the open Atlantic Coast be-
tween Maine and Florida.
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An ocean to the south and mountains in the north account in part for
New Jersey’s strikingly varied climate. The southern tip of the State, at
Cape May, has a uniform summer coolness, but escapes hard winters be-
cause it is out of the northern storm path and protected by the nearness
of the Gulf Stream. The northern highlands have the coldest winter weather
of any section in the State.

The mean temperatures range from 49.2° F. at Dover in the north to
55.4° at Bridgeton in the south. The highest recorded temperature in the
State was 109° at Somerville on September 21, 1895. At Riverdale in
Bergen County, a record low of 34° below zero was reported on January
5, 1904. Seacoast temperatures have never fallen to more than 10° below
zero.

Consistently mild weather has contributed to making Atlantic City an
important health and resort city. Its average winter temperature is 34°,
while the summer mean is 70°.

Annual rainfall throughout the State averages 48 inches, with less pre-
cipitation along the southern shore and slightly more in the northern dis-
trict. The State escaped the worst of the drought in 1930, receiving 19
inches of its normal 35-inch rainfall in the growing season.

Snow falls in the period from November to April. The growing season,
between killing frosts of spring and autumn, varies in length from 155
days in the Kittatinny Mountain region to 203 days along the coast.

Geology and Paleontology

Geologists divide New Jersey as it is today into three provinces. The
first, known as the Appalachian Highlands Province, contains the highest
ground in the State and extends northwest from a line connecting Suffern,
Morristown, and Milford. Extending 20 miles south of the Ramapos to
US 1 (the Newark to Trenton highway) and lying between the Delaware
and Hudson Rivers, is the Triassic Lowland, a less elevated section. South
of US 1 is the lowest land in the State, comprising the Coastal Plain
Province.

Each section has been shaped by the interplay of sub-crustal forces and
external agencies such as erosion by surface water and invading ice. And
the character of each has exercised physical control over man’s cultural his-
tory within its boundaries. Cities, farms, and factories are placed today
largely where the results of geological processes—not man—suggested.

The Appalachian mountain ridge, on the northwestern boundary, re-
sulted from tilted-up layers of hard rock that have withstood erosion while
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the less durable rocks were gradually worn away to form the Kittatinny
Valley. The lower Highlands ridges are largely composed of hard rocks of
granite, gneiss, limestone, slate, sandstone, and siliceous conglomerates.

These rocks are the oldest in the State, consisting largely of pre-Cambrian
and Paleozoic types. Along the Ramapo Mountains on the southern border
of this region is a great fault, or fracture, dating back many millions of
years to the time when a vast block of rock-crust broke away and settled.
Although the hard sandstone ridges carry a soil sufficiently hospitable for
forest growth, the only productive soil is found on the soft shales and
limestones of the well-settled valleys.

The Triassic Lowland, a long strip barely 20 miles wide, is the urban
and industrial center of New Jersey. The underlying rocks of this section
are chiefly red sandstones and shales, which through decay have given
their color to the soil. Although not conducive to extensive farming, this
formation has provided excellent sandstone for building and roadmaking.

Several ridges in this province, notably the Watchung Mountains, have
successfully resisted erosion because of their hard volcanic rock. The
Watchungs may owe their origin to one of New Jersey’s geologic oddities,
Snake Hill, which is probably the eroded stump of an ancient volcano.
This rough rock-pile has a lonely site in the Hackensack meadows, just
north of the Pennsylvania Railroad main line, where it is one of the first
things seen by outbound travelers from New York as the train leaves the
Hudson tunnel.

The most spectacular sight in this area is, of course, the Palisades of the
Hudson. Rising in places to more than 500 feet, these great stone columns
are the edge of what was once a thick sheet of molten rock that, forced
upward from great depths in the earth’s interior, spread out horizontally
between layers of sedimentary sandstone and red shale—like the chocolate
filling in a layer cake. Cooling slowly far beneath the surface, this layer
acquired its perpendicular columns through shrinkage and cracking. Over
a long period of time, erosion removed several thousand feet of sediment
in the layer above, finally exposing the Palisades. Because of greater hard-
ness they have survived countless centuries of erosion.

For 17 miles within the State this rock wall parallels the Hudson, disap-
pearing from sight near Weehawken. But the formation can be traced un-
der the waters of Kill van Kull to Staten Island, where it makes a fare-
well appearance as an unimposing little heap of rocks in an open field.
Soundings have shown that the canyon of the Hudson extends 400 miles
to sea—a natural marvel easily comparable with the Grand Canyon of the
Colorado.



NATURAL SETTING 13

The broad Coastal Plain region is the center of New Jersey’s market
gardens, pine forests, and beach playgrounds. Along the Atlantic coast
south of Point Pleasant, a long broken row of sand ridges rises above sea
level. These ridges have been built up offshore by the action of waves and
ocean currents. Similarly, tidal marshes and beaches extend around the
State from Raritan Bay on the east coast to Camden on the western
boundary.

Fertile soils are found upon the inner coastal plain. An inner belt of
Cretaceous greensands and marls, valuable as fertilizer, extends across the
State from the Raritan to the Delaware. As a whole, the area is one of
sedimentary rocks. Contrasting with the fertility of the farming district is
the great pine forest that covers more than 3,000 square miles in the
southeast.

Age of Invertebrates. Tests involving radioactive minerals indicate that
crystalline rocks in the Highlands region are at least one billion years
old. Geologists have pieced together a story of New Jersey that antedates
the dinosaur by many millions of years. At the earliest time in geological
records, the northwestern section of the State was the floor of a long and
narrow inland sea. This gulf was separated from the open Atlantic by a
mountainous barrier on the site of the present continental shelf. Erosion
gradually wore down the mountains, the soil and debris being distributed
on the floor of the sea. Ultimately this sediment converted an arm of the
sea into dry land.

The animals of this inland sea were all invertebrates; shellfish and
trilobites were dominant. The shellfish superficially resembled those of our
present sea, while the trilobites were peculiar animals, smaller but other-
wise not unlike the king crab or horseshoe crab of the New Jersey coast
today. Fossils of these animals are occasionally found in quartzite and
limestone which in the form of sand and limey ooze formed the sea-floor
during this period. Perfect trilobites are very rare in New Jersey. Quarries
near Blairstown and Columbia have yielded fragments.

During the Ordovician period, which followed the Cambrian, lime-
stones and shales were being deposited. The animals of the Ordovician
sea were more numerous than those of the Cambrian, but again they were
all spineless. Sponges, corals, shellfish, and trilobites are occasionally found
in the rocks deposited in this sea, for instance near Jacksonburg, New-
ton, and Branchville.

Age of Reptiles. Millions of years later, during the Triassic period,
came the Appalachian revolution, when the earth’s crust shivered and
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made mountains. The eroded mountains near the sea were pushed bodily
northwest, wrinkling the layers of sediment that had filled this ancient
trough. These huge wrinkles were the ancestral Appalachian Mountains.
A long period of erosion followed; the newly formed mountains were
slowly worn down, their waste being spread upon an eastern piedmont that
lay, in Triassic time, between the new mountains and the relics of the old
barrier. The weight of these new deposits was too much for the earth’s
crust. A large block split off and sank, squeezing upward enormous quan-
tities of black lava that spread over the floor of this valley. (The line of
fracture is known today as the Ramapo fault.)

The elevation of the Appalachian Mountains left a valley between them
and the older mountains of Appalachia. Several fresh-water lakes must
have existed in this valley, for today there are remains of many fish in the
deposits that eventually filled the lakes. A great many of these fossil fish
have been found in the vicinity of Boonton.

More sediment from the bordering mountains on the east and west cov-
ered the lava. Finally, earth movements tilted the entire strata to a gentle
northwestward slope; a series of fractures enabled the crustal blocks to
slip downward as they became tilted.

The irresistible forces of erosion—forces that have carved New Jersey
as the State exists today—continued their assault on the mountains. The
ancestral Appalachians were slowly leveled off. Another series of sedi-
ments, now known as the Cretaceous, was built up along the coast, spread-
ing inland over part of the Triassic rocks. This encroaching sea deposited
beds of gravel, sand, clay, and greensand marl that are important units of
the Coastal Plain today. Ancestors of the modern shellfish inhabited these
waters and built great shell beds covering many square miles; dinosaurs
waded in the coastal marshes, leaving footprints on the muds of geologic
time; sea serpents, sharks, crocodiles, and huge turtles disported nearby.
Their habitat was probably the dense vegetation or marshes near the sea.
Great forests of palmlike trees grew along the shores of these estuaries,
and tangles of huge ferns and slender branchless trees, not unlike our pres-
ent horse-tail rushes, choked the marshes. The finding of a fossil cycad at
Woodbridge has suggested that the climate was much warmer than it is
today.

The dinosaurs and some of the other reptiles of this period were numer-
ous, and their remains have occasionally been found in southern New
Jersey. A model of the large dinosaur (Hadrasaurus) found many years
ago near Haddonfield can be seen in the State Museum at Trenton. Shark

IO erua—



SCHOOLEYS MOUNTAIN, NEAR HACKETTSTOWN

teeth and bones of crocodiles and turtles are often found in deposits of
Cretaceous age.

During construction of the George Washington Memorial Bridge, ex-
«cavations made in Triassic rock of the Palisades revealed tracks of dino-
saurs. Traces and skeletons of dinosaurs and other fossil animals have
been uncovered also at Fort Lee and near Princeton.

Cretaceous marine fossils deposited by the sea that covered most of
southern New Jersey are even more numerous than the terrestrial ones. The
shells of large clams and snails and the pens of a squidlike animal (belerm-
nite) are often found in the Cretaceous deposits at such places as New
Egypt, Marlton, Crosswicks, Mullica Hill, and Lenola.

Age of Mammals. Once more the earth’s crust moved. This time, how-
ever, it was not a convulsion, but a rather gentle upward push that ele-
vated the whole Atlantic coastal belt. Streams etched out new valleys, with
the hardest rock surfaces resisting erosion longest. The Delaware River
«came to grips with the ancient bulk of Kittatinny Mountains—a grand-
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father in a range of patriarchs. Whereas the eroded remains of Kittatinny
once stood scarcely higher than the river’s crest, its hard rock was now
rising anew as part of the general onward and upward movement. But the
mountain’s uplift was slow enough to give the river a chance to use its
cutting tools. The Delaware did not need to carve through a mountain
wall, nor did it find a ready-made gap. It merely held its course as the
mountain rose, sawing downward through both hard and soft rock. The
result of that successful operation is the Delaware Water Gap.

Most of the ancient plane surfaces disappeared at this time, except for
the table top of the Palisades and the flat summits of venerable Schooley’s
and Kittatinny Mountains. The Schooley peneplane, as it is designated by
geologists, is a conspicuous but little known souvenir of a long stage in
erosional history.

It was at the beginning of this period, the Tertiary, that the dinosaurs
and other large reptiles suddenly and rather mysteriously disappeared.
Their place was taken by the mammals. Although many kinds of mammals
were living throughout the country during this period, and New Jersey
probably had its quota, Tertiary fossils are not common.

The northern part of New Jersey was much as it is today, while the
southern part was covered several times by a warm shallow sea. Many of
the shellfish were similar to those of the Cretaceous seas, but others were
more like those of our present oceans. There are various deposits of Terti-
ary fossils in New Jersey, but probably the best known is near Shiloh in
Cumberland County, where a large fauna of Miocene fossils has been
found in the marl pits.

The Ice Age. The surface of New Jersey was geologically ready for
man something less than a million years ago. Then the climate gradually
became colder. Down the valleys of Lake Champlain, the Connecticut and
St. Lawrence Rivers, long fingers of ice from Canada crept southward.
Finally these fingers merged into a solid sheet of ice that swept all resist-
ance before it.

Vast quantities of rock, soil, and debris were pushed across country for
many miles. Remnants of this material, known as the terminal moraine,
still mark the former edge of the ice from Perth Amboy northward
through Plainfield, Summit, and Madison to Denville; and from Denville
due west through Netcong, Hackettstown, and Belvidere to the Delaware
River. A line through these towns marks the southern limit of the glacier’s

advance.
Mammoths and mastodons roamed the country at this time. One of the
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finest specimens of mastodon found in the State is in the museum of Rut-
gers University. The skeleton, remarkably complete, was excavated in 1869
from a bed of gray marl in Mannington Township, Salem County. It is 22
feet long and o feet 8 inches high. Six other mastodon skeletons were
found between Vienna and Hackettstown, and several teeth were recently
dredged off the coast.

Although this period, the Quaternary or Pleistocene, is called the Ice
Age, there were periods between advances of the ice when the climate was
probably milder than today. Water from melted ice flooded much of the
land adjoining the present shore line. Fossils from this warm, interglacial
sea include species that are now restricted to warmer waters off the Caro-
linas and Florida. Many specimens were recently found when sand was
pumped from the bottom of the marshes in Cape May and Atlantic Coun-
ties to convert the lowlands into real estate developments. In addition to
shells, a few larger fossils were found, including bones of the deer, whale,
and numerous fishes.

Drainage systems were, of course, seriously disturbed by the arrival of the
glacier, by the newly formed deposits, and by the great amounts of water
released when the ice melted. Many of the lakes and swamps of Sus-
sex County are of glacial origin. The Passaic River, which formerly pur-
sued a short route seaward through the Watchung Mountains at Summit,
was blocked by morainal material. A large lake was formed behind the
mountains and temporarily overflowed near Bernardsville. As the ice edge
receded, perhaps no longer than 20,000 years ago, the river found lower
outlets for this Lake Passaic, finally adopting a hairpin course through
Paterson—a 20-mile detour. The river is still making that detour today,
the change being responsible for the spectacular Passaic Falls within the
city of Paterson. The last of Lake Passaic may be seen in the Great Swamp
near Myersville in Morris County.

Plant and Animal Life

Because of a topography that ranges from mountainous highland to
sandy plain, with marked differences in soil and climate, New Jersey has a
variety of wild life surprising in so small an area.

The greater part of the Coastal Plain, covered with deposits of loose
sand and gravel and a growth of stunted oak and pine, with some white
cedar survivors, is only the “Pine Barrens” to most residents of New Jer-
sey. But for more than a century botanists have considered this region one
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of the most interesting in the United States. Swamps, drained by brownish
cedas-tinged streams, are veritable marine gardens.

On damp sandy spots near cedar swamps at 30 known places through-
out the pine barrens is found the little fern, schizaea pusilla (curly grass),
the outstanding rarity of the State. Since its discovery in 1805 at Quaker
Bridge it has attracted naturalists from Europe and elsewhere. The fronds,
seldom more than five inches in length, are identified readily only by those
who know that the plant bears little resemblance to a fern.

Known to but a few is a sandy pocket, on an old wagon road in south-
ern New Jersey, where the passionflower blooms profusely. It is perhaps
the only sight of its kind in the State. Vast stretches beneath the pine trees
are covered with the trailing pyxie plant, smallest evergreen shrub in the
world, growing only one-half inch high and putting forth white star-
shaped blossoms in April. Woods of the Coastal Plain are green at all sea-
sons with swamp magnolia, laurel, and holly, in addition to the pines and
cedars.

The northern forest growth is in general similar to that of New Eng-
land. Almost 20 varieties of oaks are common in the State, and the maple,
beech, locust, and birch are found in large numbers. Chestnut and hickory
trees, once abundant, are practically all gone. Old elms to match those of
Connecticut towns are found along village streets. In the northern swamps
the red maple and pin oak are typical. Ferns grow in greater profusion
northward.

Spring comes in New Jersey when the snowy wreaths of the shadbush
—so named because it blooms when the shad are running—appear on the
hillsides and in the dry open woods, along with trillium, hepatica, and the
eggshell-white blossoms of bloodroot. In the pine barrens a rare April
flower is that of the sand myrtle, a little plant with dark leaves somewhat
like those of box, and a smother of white blooms lasting many weeks. Ar-
butus is found in the woodlands and on sunny slopes as well. In late
March and early April the pale yellow blossoms of the spice bush, and in
autumn its scarlet berries and brilliant gold leaves, add color to the wet
woods and marshes.

The staggerbush, with delicate, pinkish-white, nodding flower clusters,
blossoms from April to June. Wild azalea grows almost anywhere, scent-
ing the air with its bright pink flowers. The plant is known also as the
pinxterbloom because it is seen on Whitsunday, for which the Dutch word
is Pinkster. On dry soil exposed to the sun is the birdfoot violet. The
showy Virginia cowslip, with pink buds opening sky-blue, takes root in
low meadows and on stream banks, blossoming throughout the summer.
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Along roadsides near the shore the beach plum puts forth pure white
blossoms in May. The deep red or purple fruit of this low straggling tree
is much used for preserves; the Indians prized it. Throughout the State the
spring green of most woodland is beautified by the delicate white of the
flowering dogwood. Woods and highways in nearly all parts of New Jersey
are graced by the mountain laurel, with pinkish-white blooms and ever-
green leaves. On the borders of swamps and moist woods the fragrant
creamy-white flowers of sweetbay, or magnolia, are seen early in May.
Also found commonly on damp ground is the mayflower, or mayapple,
with umbrella-shaped leaves.

In late June and early July the partridgeberry, with delicate pinkish-
white blossoms, brightens the oak and hemlock woodlands of the north-
ern counties. Neighbors of this plant are the wintergreen, with drooping
white bells; the pipsissewa and pyrola, with waxen blossoms touched with
red; the dainty yellow ladyslipper, of the orchid family; and the rattle-
snake plantain, also an orchid, with a short spike of tiny white florets
rising from a rosette of mottled leaves.

Sunny swamps are the wild-flower strongholds of mid-July, with turks-
cap lilies, the meadowrue, and pitcherplants; tiny, glistening sundews,
unrolling white spikes; the rose-pink orchid; and the fringed orchises in
purple, yellow, and white. A patch of brilliant orange milkwort will be
seen on a sandy dike; near it bladderwort raises yellow blossoms above
the shallow water where its fringelike leaves float. Turkeysbeard, the odd
plant of the southern swamps, abounds in sandy bogs. Its short stiff leaves
curve upward, almost exactly like a turkey’s beard, and there is a golden
gleam from its yellow spikes. Seed capsules are reddish-brown; the stalks
and bracts, buff.

Handsomest wild flower of its color is the rich orange butterflyweed,
seen in sandy fields and along roadsides throughout the summer. Blossom-
ing in July also are the false indigo, with violet-blue flowers; the yellow
indigo; Jersey-tea, a shrub with plumy white flowers seen in dry open
woodlands and along gravel banks (used by Colonial housewives as a sub-
stitute during the British boycott) ; the fringed bleedingheart; the pink
turtlehead; the brilliant blue closed gentian of the pine barrens; the blue
cornflower of the northern fields; and of course the daisy, which turns
some northern pastures into an almost solid white. Constant companions
of the daisy are the buttercup, red and white clover, and yellow mustard.

In August, roadside fences and waste places are covered with matrimony-
vine and its purple blossoms. The vine is a runaway, having escaped from
New England gardens. Honeysuckle scents the air in many places from
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the northern counties to Cape May. Another fragrant plant is the sweet
pepperbush, with snowy spikes, seen on stream banks. The sweetspire has
spikes of bell-shaped white blossoms in summer, and brilliant crimson
foliage in autumn. In low moist ground grows the cardinal flower, bright-
ening the woods with its deep red torchlike spikes.

A roadside favorite during August and early September is joe-pye-
weed, its tall stalks crowned with dull pink clusters. Often seen near it
are the deep purple blooms of ironweed, and the familiar goldenrod.
Queen Anne’s lace with its clusters of tiny white blossoms faintly tinged
with green, black-eyed-susan, and sunflowers, are also common along high-
ways. In swampy sections the marshmallow, a shrub with large pale-pink
flowers, mingles with reeds and cattails. Damp roadside ditches are pre-
ferred by the handsome tiger lily, whose spotted orange blossoms add
bright color throughout the State.

Colder weather brings out the bright hues of berries of vines and
shrubs. Perhaps the most generally admired is the bittersweet, with orange-
red berries, seen in thickets or against stone walls. Sumacs are a rich red
with foliage and fruit. In a few swamps and woods the rare witch hazel
puts forth clusters of golden blooms among its dying leaves, making a
weird but astonishingly beautiful effect after the first frost.

Vandals and Christmas peddlers have placed the native holly in danger
of extinction. The tree is still found in many sections of the Coastal Plain
(a grove of fine old trees is in the Sandy Hook military reservation),
dwarfed and misshapen by repeated stripping of its branches. Last and
brightest color display of the year is made by the black alder, whose scarlet
berries, densely crowding the branches, light up swamps and thickets long
after the surrounding foliage has turned brown.

The State has many varieties of both shore and land birds. The long
line of coast with its series of indenting bays and rivers invites a variety
of species. Most familiar is the herring gull, found in great numbers. This
bird picks up clams along the salt river banks and drops them from a
height on rocks or hard-packed sand to break them open. Sandpipers flit
along the beach, skillfully evading the incoming waves. They take flight
suddenly in a body and catch the sunlight on silver wings.

In the shallows of inlets and marshy lakes the great blue herons stand
as if on stilts, patiently waiting for a catch. The little green heron is com-
mon; the night heron and the least bittern are also found. In stunted trees
along shore roads are seen the crude nests of the American osprey or fish-
hawk, poorly built structures of sticks to which the birds return year after
year. The osprey circles over the waves until it sights a fish; then it plum-
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mets downward with closed wings, and carries the flapping prize off to its
nest. The Barnegat Bay region is famous for ducks, which give good sport
to hunters every season. In southern New Jersey, bald-headed eagles select
the tops of tall trees for their vast and weighty nests. These birds live as
long as 125 years.

The Delaware River provides a route for migratory birds, and favorable
homesites along its wooded banks. Up and down its length the bobolinks
pass. The males, in shining black and white, arrive first. When the females
join them, nests are made in upland meadows and the male pours forth
the maddest and merriest of all bird songs. Summer over, their bright
colors change to dull brown and the song becomes a sharp “chink.” Many
southern species follow the river north. Among them are the mockingbird
and the summer tanager, the first with its rare song, the second with its
splotch of brilliant color.

Birds of the Allegheny zone cross the northern border of the State to
nest in the hills. These include the blue-headed vireo; the hermit thrush,
one of the best singers; and the veery, or Wilson’s thrush. Some of the
rarer warblers, such as the hooded and the brilliant Blackburnian, are also
summer residents. Thousands of wood warblers cross New Jersey each
spring and fall, on their long journey between Alaska and Patagonia. It is
a great moment for a bird lover when he glimpses these tiny birds of pas-
sage, beautiful in color, courageous in flight.

In New Jersey orchards bluebirds sing, and purple finches dance on
apple-tree boughs. Goldfinches match their colors with the yellow thistle.
Wood thrushes by the roadside “sing each song twice over” in the eve-
ning; quail answer one another from the fence rails, while a brown
thrasher in a tree-top sings alone.

Urban areas are dominated by the ubiquitous English sparrow; starlings
are also numerous. Robins, common in suburban regions, roost together in
the country in flocks of as many as 2,500 for protection against owls.
Flickers and other woodpeckers, wrens, catbirds, song sparrows, orioles,
brown thrashers, flycatchers, swallows and brilliant blue jays nest on the
fringes of cities, as well as in the country. The ruby-throated humming-
bird is a frequent visitor to flower gardens, and the night-flying whip-
poorwill is often heard.

Foe of other birds as well as of small rodents is the shrike, which kills
for pleasure. The great northern shrike has been known to kill robins.
Captured mice are jammed onto thorns, or wedged tightly into crotches.
The barn owl is frequently seen, and the screech owl is commonly heard;
occasionally the white Arctic owl is found in New Jersey. At Mountain-
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ville in Hunterdon County is a buzzard’s roost where from 75 to 100 buz-
zards gather every summer.

Rose-breasted grosbeaks, which feed on potato bugs, were numerous in
New Jersey in 1907; since then, for reasons unknown to ornithologists,
they have been comparatively scarce. Evening grosbeaks were seen at Bel-
videre in 1916, and have been reported at other times.

Largest of New Jersey mammals is the deer, found in both northern
and southern woods. Virginia deer are stocked by the State fish and game
commission. Bears are occasionally reported in the northern woods, and a
few wildcats are left. Foxes have become so numerous in the southwestern
marsh area that marine hunts have been organized to check their depreda-
tions on the valuable muskrat population. A few mink remain at large;
others are raised for their fur. Raccoons are still common, and so are
woodchucks and opossums. The porcupine is gradually becoming extinct,
and the beaver has all but vanished.

The skunk, perhaps the most dignified and fearless of all animals, has
withstood the march of urbanization and, along with the weasel, is a
source of annoyance to poultrymen. Squirrels, chipmunks, and rabbits are
seen even in suburban areas; the flying squirrel is common in the northern
counties.

The rattlesnake and copperhead, both relatively common in northern
parts of the State, are the only poisonous reptiles. The great mountain
blacksnake, entirely harmless, attains a length of eleven feet. Among the
handsomest of New Jersey snakes are the yellow and brown-banded king-
snake, and the pine snake, with a whitish body marked with brown black-
margined blotches. As the name implies, it is a native of the pine barrens.

There are many types of turtles, including the giant sea turtle, the snap-
ping turtle (chief ingredient of a prized New Jersey dish, snapper soup),
and the mud turtle (stinkpot) of wood and marsh. Hell Mountain near
Mountainville is a terrapins’ retreat, where many hibernate in the marshes
beside a natural spring.

Conservation and Natural Resources

Nature has endowed New Jersey with splendid physical resources that
support the vast industrial system built by man. To preserve, develop, and
stimulate the utilization of these natural benefits is the task of the New
Jersey State Department of Conservation and Development, the State Plan-
ning Board, the State Fish and Game Commission, and other public and
Pprivate agencies.
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The land problem involves soil conservation, forestry work, and the se-
lection of areas for recreational uses or watershed purposes. Water policy
includes provision for an adequate drinking and industrial supply, main-
tenance of streams and lakes for recreation and power development, pollu-
tion abatement, and flood control. The classification of minerals and deter-
mination of the extent and location of the supply are the work of the State
geologist. Wild life resources are conserved by fish stocking, the establish-
ment of game preserves, and the limitation of hunting and fishing.

Nearly one-half the total land area of the State is forest or “‘wild land,”
unsuited to farming because of inferior or depleted soil. Some of these
2,000,000 acres can be reclaimed for agriculture by improved methods of
soil treatment, but the greater portion is most easily adapted to public uses
such as recreation, development of timber and water supplies, and the
preservation of wild life.

Although the pine lands of southern New Jersey are of small agricul-
tural use, they have been found suitable for chicken farming and the cul-
tivation of cranberries, blueberries, and timber. Similarly, dairying has
flourished in the northern part of the State, where excessive slope has
limited farming.

The principal soil conservation work in New Jersey is carried on by the
Federal and State Departments of Agriculture on demonstration projects
totaling 37,000 acres. In 1937 the legislature created the New Jersey Soil
Conservation Committee, to have general control of all soil conservation
activities and programs in the State. Crop rotation and strip cropping are
two important techniques in the effort to avoid depletion and to protect
the soil from erosion by water and wind.

For forest development as well as recreation the State maintains 8 for-
ests, with a total acreage of 54,374, and 14 parks. The State forests range
in size from 21,555 acres (Lebanon) to 43 acres (Jackson). Between these
limits are the Bass River, Belleplain, Green Bank, Jenny Jump, Penn, and
Stokes Forests. Forestry work includes investigation and experimentation,
reforestation, cooperation with private landowners in forest problems, and
—most important of all—the prevention and fighting of forest fires.

Valuable timber in the State is largely confined to hardwoods in the
north, and yellow pine and cedar in the south. The relative percentages
of trees available are: oak, 47 percent; pine, 22 percent; maple, 7 percent;
cedar, 6 percent; hemlock, 5 percent; all others, 13 percent.

The famous Pine Barrens of southern New Jersey consist of hundreds
of square miles of stunted pine trees, swamps, and scrub growth. This
area’s history is an object lesson for conservationists. The original pine,
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cedar, and oak growth was recklessly cut for shipbuilding and charcoal
burning until about 1860, when it was virtually exhausted. The second
growth proved to be of poor quality, and the region has remained barren
except for small sections where the State has treated the soil in an attempt
to produce another healthy crop of pine or to develop transplanted species.

To bolster the diminishing lumber trade within the next 75 years and
to demonstrate the timber-growing possibilities of the State, the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Development has purchased 35,000 acres of
idle land, and these are being improved by scientific cutting and planting.
The State also maintains two forest nurseries where several million seed-
lings are grown annually for planting in State forests and for sale to
landowners. In recent years the Civilian Conservation Corps has cooper-
ated with the State forester by planting 40,000,000 trees and collecting
between 7,000 and 8,000 pounds of tree seeds.

Reforestation consists of providing for immediate new growth of the
tree species best suited to a particular locality, as mature timber is cut or
destroyed. Reproduction may be effected by seedlings or sprouts from the
original stand, or by artificial reforestation where natural reproduction is
insufficient or where new tree species are desired.

The entire forest area from Port Jervis and Suffern to Cape May is
under observation from 19 lookout and auxiliary tower stations. Fires are
fought by crews with shovels, brooms, and other equipment, including
pumps capable of forcing a stream of water through a mile of hose. Air-
planes, for use in large fires, are now being equipped with two-way short
wave radio apparatus. In the past 12 years there has been, in the face of a
35 percent increase in the number of fires, a 26 percent reduction in the
total area burned and a 46 per cent decrease in the size of the average fire.

The problems of adequate domestic water supply, stream pollution, and
water for power and recreation are handled by six State agencies and two
interstate committees. The most important of these are the State Water
Policy Commission and the North Jersey District Water Supply Commis-
sion, which provide for an adequate water supply. The total daily domestic
and industrial consumption of water in New Jersey is estimated at between
400 and 500 million gallons. The total water resources of the State have
been placed at from 3,595 to 3,870 million gallons daily, the exact amount
depending upon the extent to which the Delaware River ultimately can be
utilized.

Important flood-control work is now in progress in the Passaic Valley,
last flooded in 1936. The program includes creation of permanent lakes or
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reservoirs in the tributary areas of the river, and widening, deepening, and
diking the river at strategic points. A flood problem that has not yet been
solved is the further reclamation of the Passaic Meadows in the Newark
area, where valuable land is now constantly under water.

According to the State Planning Board, New Jersey is weak in stream
sanitation. The $3,500,000 shellfish industry has been driven to the Maurice
River and the lower Delaware section by stream pollution in the Raritan
and Shrewsbury Rivers areas. Similarly, in waters along the Atlantic coast,
contamination by sewage and industrial waste threatens the deep-sea fish-
ing industry. Opyster culture, centered in the Maurice River Cove, which
contains the largest continuous oyster acreage in the world, is under the
supervision of the Board of Shell Fisheries.

To safeguard these enterprises and to protect streams important to future
water supply, the State Planning Board recommends the formation of joint
sanitary districts to be administered by properly related committees. The
gravest situation is in the New York Bay section, where pollution threatens
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the State’s beaches; this danger is being met by the work of the Interstate
Committee on New York Bay Pollution, of which New Jersey is a member.

Although the amount of power derived from water in New Jersey is
small compared to that of many other States, its annual value is estimated
in excess of $800,000.

Probably all of the State’s important mineral deposits have been located
accurately by Federal and State surveys, so that now the major problem is
to control the rate of extraction. The leading minerals are greensand marl,
zinc, clay, potash, iron, talc, and quartz.

The zinc mines at Franklin are among the world’s largest deposits of
this mineral, and in total production rank second only to those of the
Mississippi Valley. Ore from this locality is conspicuous because of the
three colored minerals it contains—red zincite, black franklinite, and green
willemite.

The tremendous marl deposits, estimated at almost four billion tons,
are important for fertilizer, water softening, and sand stiffening in the
glass industry. The greensands take their coloring from glauconite, which
contains potash. Although commercial production from this source has not
been tried, it is estimated that a thousand-year supply of potash for the
Nation is available, should the expense of processing be justified.

The clay resources are used for fire bricks, high grade plastic pottery,
stoneware, and terra cotta. Iron mining, as late as 1880 chief among the
State’s industries, has been reduced to insignificant proportions by com-
petition from Lake Superior ores.

In the stone industries, the State ranks first as a producer of trap-rock.
There are also extensive white and blue limestone deposits. Sand and
gravel, important for road construction, are found in the Woodbridge and
South Amboy area. Talc, the base for talcum powder, is abundant in ser-
pentine rock near Phillipsburg. Large amounts of neatly pure quartz sand,
valuable for glassmaking, are in the southern section.

The conservation of fish and game has been a cardinal point in the gen-
eral conservation program of the State. Through its game management
program, it maintains ten public shooting and fishing grounds and numer-
ous game preserves, many of them in the State parks and forests. These
are stocked from the State’s wild life sanctuary, the State Fish Hatchery
at Hackettstown, and three State game farms. The Fish and Game Com-
mission also stocks private streams and lands.

The New Jersey State Planning Board, set up by the legislature in 1934,
is preparing a master plan for the State. The board coordinates the activi-
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ties of several State departments in order to attain a better distribution of
public works expenditures in urban, agricultural, and undeveloped areas.
In its First Annual Report of Progress (1935) the board stressed the im-
portance of conservation and development, showing by reports and surveys
the need for long-term planning in utilizing and protecting the State’s
natural resources.
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Archeology and Indians

RCHEOLOGISTS concerned with New Jersey usually center their in-
A terest on two main problems: (1) remains of the Lenni Lenape
Indians and their ancestors or predecessors, and (2) traces of an ancient,
possibly glacial age, man. About the Indians there is much conclusive in-
formation, but evidence of ancient man has been the crux of New Jersey’s
major archeological dispute.

The theory of an ancient man in New Jersey was first advanced with
evidence by Dr. Charles C. Abbott, a Trenton physician, who discovered
crude argillite blades, which he assigned to the glacial period. The spot
where these remains were found in gravel along the Delaware River bluff,
one mile south of Trenton, consequently became one of the most impor-
tant archeological sites in the eastern United States. An article concerning
his finds, written by Dr. Abbott in 1872, raised a storm of argument.

Late in 1887 Henry C. Mercer, curator of the Museum of American and
Prehistoric Archeology at the University of Pennsylvania, investigated the
site. He reported that “No token of an antecedent race was discovered.”
Beginning in 1894 and continuing for nearly twenty years, the Abbott
farm was excavated by Ernest Volk, under the direction of F. W. Putnam
of Harvard University. Volk, agreeing with Dr. Abbott, wrote that “the
conclusive evidence . . . asserts the antiquity of man on this continent at
least as far back as the time of these glacial deposits in the Delaware Val-
ley.” Dr. Leslie Spier dug several trenches on the Abbott farm in 1914
and 1915. He found large stone blades, arrowheads, and other artifacts of
a simple culture differing widely from that of the historic Lenni Lenape
Indians, but he did not attempt to answer the question of its being a pos-
sible Paleolithic, or Stone Age, culture.

In April 1936 the Indian Site Survey, a Works Progress Administration
project sponsored by the State Museum and directed by Dr. Dorothy Cross,
began excavations at the Abbott farm and later at other sites. Nothing has
been discovered yet that may be attributed to an ancient or glacial man.
On the contrary, what evidence has been uncovered tends to disprove Dr.
Abbott’s interpretation of his findings; as an instance, designs on recently
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unearthed pottery indicate that the earlier people responsible for them
were not of the glacial age, but lived shortly before the Lenape.

The scantiness of evidence of these eatlier people is in direct contrast
to the great number and variety of Indian artifacts found by members of
the Survey and by other investigators. From the tools, implements, decora-
tive or ceremonial items, weapons, skeletons, and household units discov-
ered, much progress has been made in determining the life and customs of
these aborigines. Of importance are the remains of their homes, mere
darkened spots in the ground. The sunken posts around which the bark
and grass houses of the Indians were built have left their marks; and
these, when plotted out, serve as a basis for reconstructing the actual living
quarters.

The tools and agricultural and household implements afford an espe-
cially good indication of the cultural level. Made primarily of stone and
clay, they demonstrate an appreciable ingenuity. Knives, drills, scrapers,
hoes, and spades were chipped into shape from the harder stones. Some of
the uses to which the tools were put can be determined. For example, the
edges of the knives sometimes have one or more notches where they have
been used for shaping rounded objects, such as reeds for arrow shafts.
Some hoes and spades show signs of having been fitted into handles. An-
other method of shaping tools was by grinding and polishing. Most of the
cutting implements—axes, hatchets, adzes, and gouges—were made in this
way.

Mortars and pestles show one method for preparing food. Clay pots and
stone hearths also tell the story of cooking methods. (Pots and baskets
were frequently sunk in the ground, and the food cooked by placing hot
stones in the vessels.) Food was sometimes stored in large pots of thin clay,
buried so that the rim was flush with the surface of the house floor. Some
of these pots, most of them cracked, have been recently excavated. They
are decorated with impressions of fiber or bark.

Other smaller pieces of pottery and fragments that can be reconstructed
bear elaborate incised designs extremely important in tracing tribal dis-
tribution. Each group of Indians used definite patterns in decorating its
pottery, and, where given designs are found, the work is almost certainly
that of some particular group. Certain mixtures of designs show relations
between the tribes.

Among the most interesting items are ornaments made of the rarer
stones—banded slate, rose quattz, steatite, serpentine, mica, schist, and clay
marl—highly polished. These include pendants, beads of tubular and disk
shapes, gorgets more elaborately designed than pendants and with more
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than one perforation, and banner stones. There has been much speculation
about the banner stones—usually highly polished stones in the shape of
butterfly wings, which were centrally drilled or notched. Early historical
accounts suggest that they were mounted on shafts and carried as scepters,
but there is disagreement on this point. Among the rarest ornaments are
the bird stones, shaped like birds; these were made only from the finer
stones, such as slate, steatite, and serpentine. Boat stones, resembling canoes
and sometimes perforated to be worn as pendants, are also among the rare
items.

More than 15,000 implements have been found to date (1939) in vari-
ous excavations made by the Indian Site Survey. Judging by the artifacts
found, the Abbott farm site must have been a favorite place for hunting,
fishing, and farming. Numerous arrowheads, spearheads, and other imple-
ments of the chase have been found here, together with sinew stones, used
for making animal gut pliable, and semi-lunar knives, used for scraping
flesh from hides or for chopping meat.

The innumerable net sinkers, usually mere notched pebbles, show that
fishing was popular. Hoes, mortars, and pestles, found in surprising quan-
tities, indicate that the land was cultivated even more extensively than was
formerly supposed. Axes and gouges prove that the felling of trees and
wood-working were common practices.

Indians

The Indians who inhabited New Jersey when the white man came called
their country Scheyechbi and themselves Lenni Lenape, meaning “Original
People.” The Colonists named them Delawares because most of them lived
along the Delaware River.

The Lenni Lenape belonged to the general group of Algonkian Indians
in northeastern United States and eastern Canada. The larger tribe was
divided into three sub-tribes. Each sub-tribe was further divided into fam-
ily groups, each having an individual totem or guardian spirit. The Minsi
(or Munsee) sub-tribe lived in the north, and used the wolf as a totem;
the Unami, in the central part of the State, adopted the turtle; and the
Unalachtigo, in the south, were known by the wild turkey.

Where the Lenape came from is uncertain. According to their own leg-
end they originated in the north country, probably southern Canada. Fam-
ine and war forced them southward through western New York, into
Ohio, and then eastward to the shores of the “‘salt sea” or Atlantic Ocean.
A remarkable record of this migration was painted in picture writing on
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strips of bark and called the Walum-Olum, or “Red Score.” A copy is
reputed to have been discovered in Kentucky by Constantine Samuel
Rafinesque-Schmaltz, who interpreted the pictures in 1833.

The Lenape arrived in New Jersey not many centuries before the first
white men. Possibly there were not more than 10,000 tribesmen here when
European colonization began. They were a healthy group, slightly above
average height, but it was not long before their number was decreased
considerably by small migrations, the white man’s diseases, and liquor.

Large villages were built by the Lenape. During the proper seasons they
camped near their favorite hunting and fishing grounds and quarries. The
entire State was honeycombed with well-defined trails that led to these
haunts and connected the larger villages. Since Colonial roads largely fol-
lowed the earlier trails, it is possible to trace many of these today. For
water travel the Lenni Lenape made extensive use of dugout canoes.

One of the most important routes was the Minisink Trail, which con-
nected Shrewsbury Inlet on the Atlantic Coast with Minisink Island in the
Delaware River four miles south of Milford, Pennsylvania. On the New
Jersey mainland opposite the island was the largest Minsi village. In-
numerable trails crossed the State from the Delaware to the ocean, where
the Indians went to catch shellfish, which they dried before carrying
home. The numerous shell heaps along the coast, principally in the salt
marshes near Tuckerton and Barnegat, are evidence of this practice.

Villages were composed of round and oval houses. The round structures
were usually occupied by a single family, while the more spacious oval
ones occasionally supported several households. Chiefs had large houses,
and the council houses were also roomy.

Groups of houses were sometimes provided with a stockade, a device
borrowed from the Colonists. The houses were made by placing saplings
in the ground at regular intervals around the circumference of a circle or
oval, and tying their tops together. This skeleton was covered with strips
of bark or overlapping bundles of grass, securely lashed to the framework.
A hole was left in the roof for smoke from an inside fire.

The inside furnishings were simple. Pine boughs were used for beds.
Household utensils were made of stone or wood. Occasionally wooden
benches served as seats and beds.

Skins of the deer, elk, wolf, bear, and raccoon were used in making the
Indians’ scanty clothing. The men wore a small loin cloth, with a blanket
thrown over the shoulder. Leggings and moccasins of skin completed the
wearing apparel, except for necklaces and armbands of sharks’ teeth, shells,
wooden and stone beads, and pendants. With mussel shells they pulled
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out their beards and hair, leaving a scalp lock down the center of the head
to which painted feathers were frequently fastened. Chieftains sometimes
affected two locks. Faces and exposed parts of the body were painted and
tattooed with designs of snakes, eagles, turkeys, and imaginary beings.

Women wore short skirts, with a loose tunic fastened on one shoulder.
Turkey feathers were dyed and made into skirts for dress occasions. Their
hair, worn either loose or in two braids, was held in place by painted
bands of deerskin. Before marriage their faces were brilliantly painted to
attract the attention of prospective husbands. Children wore no clothing
until they were three years old, and thereafter simply a loin cloth.

Most of the food supply was secured from hunting and fishing. In cer-
tain sections of the State, however, agriculture flourished. The ground was
cultivated with crooked sticks or crudely chipped hoes mounted on shafts.
For fertilizer, a dead fish was buried at the base of the growing plant.

Corn, squash, and beans were the chief products, all grown in the same
field. Corn was usually ground into meal, from which bread and a kind of
porridge called samp (adapted by the early settlers as mush) was made.
Occasionally the meal was mixed with water, rolled up in leaves, and
baked in ashes. For winter use, corn meal was charred and placed in stot-
age pots sunk in the ground. Such storage pots have been found on the
Abbott farm at Trenton.

Meat and fish were boiled or broiled. Shellfish were dried, smoked, and
used as seasoning for meats or mixed with corn and beans. Broiling was
done over an open hearth fire. Heated stones were dropped into clay pots
containing food and water for boiling.

Trade was generally conducted by barter, although the Indians had a
medium of exchange in the form of small tubular shells or painted wooden
beads called wampum. Black and white beads were used, the black being
twice as valuable as the white. Wampum was used either by the piece or
by strings, usually a foot long.

The white settlers took advantage of this cheap currency, and manufac-
tured it from conch and periwinkle shells in regular factories on Long
Island, at Pascack near Hackensack, and at Egg Harbor, New Jersey. This
was considered legal currency for purchasing products from the Indians
until it was outlawed toward the end of the seventeenth century.

The religion of the Lenni Lenape was very simple. They believed in one
supreme god or Manitou, who was supported by lesser beings having
charge of vatious parts of everyday life. Elaborate ceremonies were pre-
sented in honor of the various deities, but individuals seldom prayed to
them. Each Indian had a guardian spirit, who was supposed to have his.
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particular interest at heart and to whom he turned in time of need. At the
time of puberty the male child was turned out into the forest, where he
remained without food or drink until some object, animate or inanimate,
feeling sorry for him, presented itself in a dream; this object then became
his guardian spirit.

From the time the first white explorer Verrazano anchored off the shores
of New Jersey in 1524 until the last group of Indians left the State in
1802, the relationship between aborigines and whites was, on the whole,
peaceful and friendly.

Numerous treaties were formulated, the Indian interests being taken
care of by brilliant native chieftains and sympathetic white statesmen. Per-
haps the most notable chief of the Delawares was Teedyuscung, who rep-
resented his people at the five councils of Easton between 1756 and 1761.
In treaty making, the Indians of New Jersey wete usually affiliated with
their kinsmen on the western shores of Delaware River because they
“drank the same water.” Teedyuscung represented the entire group. He
had a remarkable career as a bold warrior, opportunist Christian, eloquent
speaker, and able counselor for his tribe. Born near Trenton shortly after
the turn of the century, he became chief in 1754, and continued to rule
until 1763, when he died in his burning house.

Teedyuscung was mainly interested in restoring the prestige lost by the
Delawares in 1725, when they became subservient to the Iroquois after re-
fusing to fight against the English. During this association, the Iroquois
addressed the Delawares as “‘women,” because the women in the Iroquois
council were the ones who had the right to ask for peace, and the Dela-
wares had often shown peace-loving tendencies. They were frequently
called upon as mediators during the Colonial period.

Another great leader was Oratam, chief of the Hackensacks during the
middle part of the seventeenth century, who represented his people at nu-
merous peace treaties and land transfers in the northern patt of the State.

The rapid decline of the Indian population after the coming of the
white men was due principally to sale of their lands, to disease, and to
liquor. By 1758 there were but a few hundred scattered over the entire
Colony. In that year the Colony purchased 3,000 acres of land for a reser-
vation at the present village of Indian Mills in Burlington County. Here
were collected almost 100 Indians, mainly Unamis, who agreed to surren-
der their title to all unsold lands, and attempted to form a self-supporting
community. Governor Bernard appropriately named the community Broth-
erton. The Colony erected private homes, a meeting house, a general store,
and a sawmill. The Indians kept their rights to unrestricted hunting and
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fishing. Stephen Calvin, a native interpreter, was the local schoolmaster.
This Utopia did not last long, and in 1762 the group petitioned the as-
sembly to pay bills for provisions, clothing, and nails.

In 1801 the Indians living at New Stockbridge, New York, invited
their kinsmen at Brotherton to join them. The Lenape petitioned the legis-
lature again, and a law was passed in that year appointing three commis-
sioners to dispose of the Brotherton tract at public sale. The land brought
from $2 to $5 an acre, enough to pay the Indians’ fare to their new home,
allow a donation to the New Stockbridge treasury, and leave a remainder
that was invested in United States securities.

In 1822 the Stockbridge group moved to Green Bay, Wisconsin. Ten
years later the New Jersey contingent appealed to Bartholomew Calvin,
son of their old schoolmaster, for further monetary aid in exchange for
the relinquishment of hunting and fishing rights not mentioned in the
1801 settlement. Calvin obtained a legislative grant of $2,000. In a stir-
ring speech of acceptance he said:

“Not a drop of our blood have you spilled in battle; not an acre of our
land have you taken but by our consent. These facts speak for themselves,
and need no comment. They place the character of New Jersey in bold relief
and bright example to those States within whose territorial limits our
brethren still remain. Nothing save benisons can fall upon her from the
lips of a Lenni Lenape.”
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EW JERSEY’S position as a main corridor of eastern United States
N has broadly affected her political, social, economic, and cultural
history. Lying between two metropolises, New York and Philadelphia, the
State from early times has been the highway and often the stopping place
for hordes of people of many races, religions, and cultures.

This location has brought both embarrassment and blessing. Governor
Woodrow Wilson, who thought of New Jersey as “a sort of laboratory in
which the best blood is prepared for other communities to thrive upon,”
gave the key to the State’s history when he remarked in 1911 that “‘we
have always been inconvenienced by New York on the one hand and
Philadelphia on the other . . .” He called the State “'the fighting center of
the most important social questions of our time” and explained that “the
whole suburban question . . . the whole question of the regulation of cor-
porations and the right attitude of all trades, their formation and conduct
. . . center in New Jersey more than any other single State of the Union.”

The first white man to see, and possibly to land on, the New Jersey
shore is believed to have been the Florentine navigator, Giovanni da Ver-
razano, sailing in the employ of the French Crown. In 1524 he is said to
have anchored his vessel off Sandy Hook and with a small boat explored
upper New York Bay as far as, or almost as far as, the New Jersey shore,

Almost a century later, in 1609, Henry Hudson, employed by Holland,
sailed the Half Moon into New York Bay, dispatched a sounding party as
far as Newark Bay and then sailed up the Hudson River. Within a few
years the Dutch sent out trading expeditions and established a post at Man-
hattan, the base for the invasion of New Jersey. The first known outpost
west of the Hudson River was the trading station of Bergen, founded in
1618 by colonists from the island. Five years later Captain Cornelius
Jacobsen Mey, who had sailed into the Delaware River in 1614, set up
Fort Nassau on the east bank of the river, near the present site of Glouces-
ter. Mey's name survives in Cape May.

Actual settlement of the unnamed New Jersey section of New Nethet-
land was slow. Accordingly, the West India Company offered the feudal
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title of patroon and a grant of land to any member who would establish a
specific number of settlers. In 1629 the company granted to the Burgo-
master of Amsterdam, Michael Pauw (Pauuw), a tract on the shore oppo-
site Manhattan where his agent, Cornelius Van Vorst, began to develop an
estate called Pavonia. At the same time two other patroons, Godyn and
Blommaert, shared a grant on both sides of Delaware Bay. Both attempts
were futile, and Indian raids in 1643 drove all whites across to Manhattan
from the Jersey side. By 1645 the only Dutch survival was the Van
Vorst estate in Pavonia which had become the farm of the West India
Company.

The Swedes came to New Jersey shortly after the New Sweden Com-
pany had built a fort and trading post in 1638 on the western shore of
Delaware River. A vast tract of land between Cape May and Raccoon
Creek was purchased from the Indians in 1640; small trading posts were
peopled mostly with Flemings, Walloons, and Finns. The enterprise was
poorly managed, however, and failed to attract many settlers.

The Dutch, who had reoccupied Fort Nassau after the Swedish arrival,
were for a time friendly enough with the Swedes on the Delaware to
unite with them against the encroaching English, whose claim was based
upon John Cabot’s discovery of North America in 1497. However, the
Dutch unwisely considered Swedish competition in furs more dangerous
than England’s territorial ambitions. During the autumn of 1655 Peter
Stuyvesant, Governor of New Netherland, peacefully took over the Swed-
ish forts on the Delaware basin, thus ending the Swedish phase of the
Colony’s history.

With the problems of its Rebellion and stormy Protectorate behind it,
England seriously went into the business of colonization. In 1664, Charles
II granted to his brother James, Duke of York, the Dutch domain, which
included the area now New Jersey. In the same year the English took
over New Netherland with a naval expedition. Having been treated by
the mother country as less important than the fur-bearing animals they
trapped, the few hundred Dutch and Swedish colonials in the New Jersey
section of the grant indifferently took the oath of allegiance to England.

The change in sovereigns was far more significant than the inhabitants
of Bergen, the largest settlement, could have sensed. From its experience
in Virginia and Massachusetts Bay, England was learning that permanent
settlements were commercially sounder than the trading posts established
by the Dutch and Swedes as a short-cut to riches. As an indication that
colonization was to be the English policy, the Duke of York’s Deputy
Governor in New York, Richard Nicolls, immediately issued the so-called
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Elizabethtown and Monmouth patents, providing for the founding of
New Jersey towns on the New England model.

While Nicolls was still at sea, the Duke of York in June 1664 created
New Jersey with a stroke of his quill. He granted the area between the
Hudson and Delaware Rivers to two of his favorites, John, Lord Berkeley
and Sir George Carteret. The area was to be known as Nova Caesarea or
New Jersey in memory of the island where in 1650 Carteret as Governor
had sheltered the Duke from Puritan England. The new proprietors com-
missioned 26-year-old Philip Carteret, a cousin of Sir George, as New
Jersey’s first English Governor.

York’s simple act not only created New Jersey but also perplexities for
the Colony for the next 40 years. Unaware of the Duke’s grant, Governor
Nicolls in New York encouraged settlements at the sites of contemporary
Elizabeth, Shrewsbury, and Middletown. These settlements, as well as that
of Newark in 1666, were made chiefly by religious dissenters from New
England and by adventurous Long Islanders. Confusion began when Philip
Carteret arrived at Elizabethtown in 1665 and was surprised to find four
families under the Nicolls grant. Some of the colonists brought by Nicolls
compromised temporarily by taking the oath of allegiance required by
Berkeley and Carteret.

When the Governor’s first assembly met at Elizabethtown in 1668 with
delegates from that village and from Bergen, Newark, Middletown, and
Shrewsbury, it became clear that New England Puritanism was dominant
in the settled part of the Colony. Swearing, drunkenness, and fornication
were made penal offenses and the child over 16 who cursed or smote at
parents might incur the death penalty. The government operated under
“The Concessions and Agreements of the Lords Proprietors,” which Car-
teret had brought from England in 166s. This document, which may be
termed New Jersey’s first constitution, contained a particularly emphatic
guarantee of religious liberty, no doubt motivated by the Proprietors’ de-
sire to promote rapid settlement.

The smoldering controversy over the dual land grants broke out in the
assembly. Many settlers held that their grants from Nicolls and deeds of
purchase from the Indians gave valid titles to their land, and that the Pro-
prietors did not have the right of government. Barred from the assembly
for this stand, a number of delegates formed the basis of an Anti-
Proprietary party which in 1670 refused to pay quitrents to the Propri-
etors. The revolt spread and in 1672 five of the seven settlements—
Newark, Elizabethtown, Woodbridge, Piscataqua, and Bergen—held a
revolutionary assembly at Elizabethtown. They deposed Philip Carteret as
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Governor and elected as “president” James Carteret, dissolute son of Sir
George. With the settlers insisting that the Duke’s lease to the Proprietors
did not convey governing power, Philip Carteret hastened to England to
lay the matter before the Proprictors, that they might be able to present
their case. The King upheld the rights of Berkeley and Carteret against
the grants of Nicolls.

A sudden attack by Holland temporarily swept aside these technical
wrangles. In 1673 a Dutch fleet arrived at Staten Island and regained a
portion of Holland’s New World holdings, including New Jersey—but
only until 1674, when the territory was restored to England by the Treaty
of Westminster. Legally the province had thus reverted to the Crown, and
Charles II regranted it to the Duke of York who in turn reconveyed the
eastern part to Sir George Carteret. Philip Carteret returned as Governor
in November 1674; four counties (Bergen, Essex, Middlesex and Mon-
mouth) were created, and a system of courts and grand juries was estab-
lished.

If eastern New Jersey seemed on the point of extricating itself from the
snarls of conflicting claims, western New Jersey was just beginning an
even more confused career. Before the King issued the charter of renewal
to York, Berkeley in 1674 turned over his proprietary rights to John Fen-
wick in trust for Edward Byllynge. Immediately these two Quakers quar-
reled over their shares, and in 1676 William Penn arbitrated the case by
awarding nine-tenths to Byllynge and one-tenth to Fenwick. Byllynge,
however, became insolvent, and Penn, Gawen Lawrie, and Nicholas Lucas
were appointed trustees for his creditors. Because this action involved
New Jersey lands, it happened indirectly that William Penn’s first Quaker
colony was West Jersey.

In 1675 Fenwick settled Salem with his family and a few friends. Like
Byllynge, he was soon in financial trouble; ultimately Penn and the other
trustees acquired control of part of his land. On July 1, 1676, Byllynge
and the three trustees entered into a “quintipartite deed” with Sir George
Carteret. This agreement officially clarified the previous haphazard divi-
sion of the province into West and East Jersey by drawing a line north-
west from Little Egg Harbor to a point on Delaware River just north of
Delaware Water Gap, Carteret retaining East Jersey, and West Jersey
passing into the hands of the Quakers.

The choice of the boundary itself represented more logic than almost
any previous act in the management of the Colony. The line cut through
what is still the least populous part of the State. Across that wasteland
there was neither commercial, political, nor religious unity. East Jersey,
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the section northeast of the boundary line, has always been dependent
upon New York, while West Jersey has been linked to Pennsylvania and
Delaware. Not even modern super-highways nor radio have been able en-
tirely to controvert the astuteness of the men who divided the Colony.

The “Concessions and Agreements” for the government of West Jer-
sey, adopted in 1677 and largely devised by Penn himself, provided a lib-
eral and surprisingly modern frame of government, although the constitu-
tion was never put into full effect and it was not until 1681 that the first
assembly met. Meanwhile, the present town of Burlington had been set-
tled by Quakers in 1677 and other colonists were arriving in considerable
numbers.

New Jersey was faced with a struggle for independence in 1674 when
the Duke of York sent Edmund Andros to New York with authority to
govern New Jersey as well, even though Governor Philip Carteret had re-
turned on the same boat with Andros. No man to waste a prerogative,
Andros in 1676 dispatched soldiers to the Salem district and jailed Fen-
wick as a usurper, although he (Fenwick) was shortly released. The death
of Sir George Carteret in 1679 gave Andros an opportunity to employ
high-handed methods in East Jersey. Philip Carteret was warned to relin-
quish the governorship; when he refused, Andros jailed him. Insisting
that all New Jersey trade should clear through New York, Andros aroused
so much popular disapproval that he was summoned to England to answer
charges, leaving Carteret master of East Jersey. A strongly worded remon-
strance, probably the work of Penn and his Quaker associates, induced the
Duke of York to accept New Jersey’s independence of New York.

The elimination of Andros failed to bring harmony to East Jersey and
in 1682 the province was put up at public auction. For the sum of £3,400
Penn and 11 associates obtained the land; their shares were divided into
innumerable fragments, many of which were purchased by Scots and other
non-Quakers. Perth Amboy, which had already attained the dignity of
port of East Jersey, was selected as the capital in 1686.

While the population of the two Jerseys grew to an estimated 15,000 in
1702, the Proprietors became, as one historian phrases it, “mere rent-
chargers.” Their position was no happier than the traditional one of any
landlord. Finally, after riots and interference with government dignified
by the name of “revolution,” the Proprietors of both East Jersey and West
Jersey surrendered their governing power to the Crown in 1702 and New
Jersey became a united Royal Colony under the administration of Lord
Cornbury, the Governor of New York.

Despite the merging of the two Jerseys, separate capitals were main-
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tained at Perth Amboy and Burlington, the legislature meeting alternately
in the two cities until after the Revolution. And although New Jersey was
to remain under New York’s Governor until 1738, the Governor held a
separate commission that recognized the political independence of the
Colony.

The Proprietors, it must be noted, relinquished only their civil author-
ity. Their land rights were retained and proved a troublesome influence on
political affairs in the Colony. To this day the successors of Penn and his
associates maintain small offices in Perth Amboy and Burlington, where
they meet regularly and exercise jurisdiction over any unlocated or new
land, such as fluvial islands.

Lord Cornbury’s instructions provided for a council and an assembly,
guaranteed some personal rights, and in effect formed a constitution for
the united province. New Jersey retained its own legislature and officials,
who found many causes for disagreement with the new Governor.

Cornbury was removed after five years. His successors encountered Pro-
prietary disputes and continual complaints against absentee government
from New York. Finally Lewis Morris of Monmouth County was named
in 1738 as the first Governor of New Jersey alone.

Morris had frequently complained against previous Governors; but
now, as legal representative of the King, he faced the same difficulties that
formerly he had fostered. He found it hard to get troops for King
George’s War, and there was frequent trouble in managing the currency.
When Morris died in 1746 his salary had been unpaid for two years, and
was never collected by his widow.

Increased population on many small farms developing throughout the
Province resulted in new rebellion against the territorial claims of the
Proprietors. Disputes over the old Nicolls grants were kept alive, and
squatters in the western part of the Colony stood their ground. The doc-
trine of man’s natural right to land frequently appeared. Riots against the
Proprietors broke out at Newark in 1745 and soon spread to other sec-
tions, continuing under Governor Belcher until the outbreak of the French
and Indian War in 1754.

As a Royal Province New Jersey made notable economic progress, al-
though it did not rank as one of the most valuable Crown possessions. The
farms yielded a variety of fruit, vegetables, poultry, and cattle, and the
grain crop was important enough to make New Jersey one of the “bread
colonies.” Hunterdon County was known as the “'bread basket,” producing
more wheat than any other county in the Colonies. Cider and apple brandy
were then, as now, well known products. By 1775 the Colony was an im-
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portant source for iron, leather, and lumber, while some glass and paper
were produced. On the whole, however, economic development suffered
from the proximity of New York and Philadelphia.

Despite the late start in settlement, population grew with fair rapidity.
By 1726 the total was 32,442 (including 2,550 slaves); 47,402 (3,981
slaves) by 1737; 61,383 (4,605 slaves) in 1745. At the outbreak of the
Revolution the population was estimated at 138,000.

Several important cultural contributions were made by the Colony. In
architecture some of the finest examples of the Dutch Colonial were built
in New Jersey—comfortable stone houses, modest in scale and design, and
in harmony with their surroundings. From the early Swedish settlements
came the pattern for the typical log cabin of the American frontier. The
founding of the College of New Jersey (later Princeton University) and
of Queen’s College (later Rutgers University) made this the only Colony
with more than one college. New Jersey was the center of the humanistic
work of John Woolman, the Quaker preacher of Mount Holly. Other
sects developed notable strength, the Baptists having been established at
Middletown in 1668, and the Presbyterians at Freehold in 1692.

Continual disagreements between the royally appointed Governors and
the popularly elected assemblies, combined with unwise commercial re-
strictions put in force by the British Government, ranged New Jersey in
1774 on the side of Massachusetts against the British. In February of that
year the assembly had already followed the lead of Virginia by appoint-
ing nine men as a Committee of Correspondence; similar township and
county committees sprang up during the summer. On July 21, county com-
mittees met at New Brunswick as the First Provincial Congress and chose
Stephen Crane, John de Hart, James Kinsey, William Livingston, and
Richard Smith as delegates to the proposed Continental Congress at Phila-
delphia.

In spite of strong Tory sentiment—later proved by the organization of
six battalions of Loyalists—anti-British feeling swept New Jersey. In No-
vember 1774, at Greenwich on Cohansey River, a band of young men dis-
guised themselves as Indians and burned a shipload of tea. Indignant citi-
zens of Newark branded a New York printer “a vile ministerial hireling”
and boycotted his paper. Rejection of other Loyalist papers from New
York and Philadelphia later resulted in the founding of a local and patri-
otic press. As the Royal agents desperately tried to stem the tide of the
Revolution, volunteers began drilling on village greens in the summer of
1775, and official after official yielded his authority to the aroused Colo-
nists. Finally, in June 1776, the Provincial Congress arrested Governor
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William Franklin, natural son of Benjamin, when he attempted to revive
the defunct assembly.

The strategy of the Revolutionary generals showed that New Jersey’s
position on the Hudson and Delaware Rivers rendered the State dependent
upon the fortunes of New York and Philadelphia in war as well as in
peace. To the discomfort of the patriots of 1776 and the delight of local
patriots ever after, Washington spent one-quarter of his career as Com-
mander in Chief in New Jersey, moving his army across the State four
times. Within its boundaries were fought 4 major battles and at least go
minor engagements.

Toward the close of 1776 Washington retreated across the northern
part of the State and into Pennsylvania, seizing every boat for miles along
the Delaware to prevent British pursuit. On Christmas night he recrossed
the river and captured the Hessian garrison at Trenton in a surprise attack
that did much to rebuild the waning morale of the Revolutionaries. A few
days later, after outwitting Cornwallis at Trenton, he marched by night to
Princeton and there on January 3, 1777, defeated three British regiments.
The exhausted American Army then went into winter quarters at Morris-
town.

Coming by water route from New York, the British seized Philadelphia
in September 1777; but in June 1778, they evacuated Philadelphia and re-
treated across the State, harassed by Jersey troops. Washington hurried with
his main army to intercept the British Army of General Howe in the inde-
cisive Battle of Monmouth on June 28. That winter, parts of the Conti-
nental Army encamped at Somerville, and in the winter of 1779-80 Wash-
ington again made his headquarters at Morristown. From New Brunswick
in 1781 the American Army started its march southward to the final victory
at Yorktown. In 1783 Washington delivered his farewell address to part
of the Army at Rocky Hill, near Princeton.

The war proved a stimulus to agriculture, industry, and commerce in
New Jersey. The State’s farmers, sometimes involuntarily but mostly with
the shrewdness of non-combatants, turned a handsome profit supplying
provisions to both sides. Ironworks, gristmills, sawmills, fulling mills, tan-
yards, and salt works operated at capacity. Goods brought in by privateers
and smugglers were advertised in the newspapers, indicating the luxury
possible to those who could afford it. Prices rose and labor was scarce. In
the rapid shift of values, due partly to monetary inflation, fortunes were
made and lost. The end of the war found the debtor a problem for the
first time since 1776. The lure of the West was soon to prove an attrac-
tion too strong for tax-burdened farmers on worn-out lands to resist.
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In June 1776 the fourth Provincial Congress of New Jersey had trans-
formed itself into a constitutional convention and on July 2 adopted a
combined declaration of independence and constitution. The hastily drawn
document provided for its nullification “if a reconciliation between Great
Britain and these colonies should take place. . . .”” Nevertheless, this con-
stitution was retained for 68 years. The Colony’s long struggle with Pro-
prietary and Royal Governors inspired a provision for annual election of
the Governor by the legislature. This arrangement, at first adopted by sev-
eral other States, obviously violated the prevailing theory of separation of
powers (executive, legislative, and judicial) in a free government. New
Jersey's first State Governor, William Livingston, was elected August 27,
1776, for one year.

In the two-house legislature, the upper chamber (the council) was com-
posed of one representative from each county, a precedent for equal county
representation in the senate under the present constitution. The lower
house (the assembly) was apportioned among the counties roughly by
population.

The franchise was limited to “all inhabitants of this colony, of full age,
who are worth £50 proclamation money . . .” Under laws passed in 1790
and 1797, women were permitted to vote. In 1807, however, the women
were disfranchised by a statute justified as “highly necessary to the safety,
quiet, good order and dignity of the State.”” This harsh stricture came
from a legislature beset with charges of fraudulent voting by women,
notably in an exciting referendum on the location of the Essex County
Courthouse. Another 1807 statute reduced voting qualifications by giving
the franchise to any taxpayer.

For brief periods, two New Jersey towns had the honor of being the
National Capital—at least the temporary capital. When, in June 1783,
Congress in session at Philadelphia was confronted by mutinous troops,
demanding what it could not give, the session was adjourned to meet
again on June 30, at Princeton. There, in somewhat cramped quarters, the
National Government remained seated until November 4. A year later,
November 1, 1784, Congress convened at Trenton. It was even thought
that a “Federal town"—a permanent National Capital—would be built
near Trenton. The plan however never materialized—New York and
Philadelphia were too powerful—and the Congressional session at Trenton
was very brief. Congress adjourned on Christmas Eve of 1784 to meet
again a fortnight later in New York City.

New Jersey in the days after the Revolution was grimly compared to a
keg tapped at both ends. The State’s economy was seriously hampered by
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commercial restrictions imposed by New York, through which most of the
State’s goods had to pass. Her representatives demanded that Congress be
given power over interstate commerce and the exclusive right to lay duties
on imports. When New York and other States failed to meet their fiscal
obligations to the weak Congress, New Jersey also withheld payments to
the Federal Treasury, hoping to force more co-operative action. Finally,
New Jersey was one of the five States that participated in the Annapolis
Conference of 1786, which led to the Constitutional Convention at
Philadelphia in 1787.

At the Philadelphia convention New Jersey, long conditioned to fear
New York and Pennsylvania, became the chief spokesman for the small
States in their struggle against the Virginia or “large-State” plan for a
powerful national government with a Congress based on population. Al-
though the Virginia plan was adopted for the House of Representatives,
the New Jersey plan of equal representation matured into the provision
for the balancing Senate. The small States’ victory was the greater one,
since Congress could not act without the consent of a majority of the
States, regardless of population.

A further New Jersey contribution to the Constitution was the all-
important clause which declares that the Constitution, laws, and treaties of
the United States shall be the supreme law of the land. From this clause,
together with the provision for a national judiciary empowered to deter-
mine all legal questions involving the Constitution, the United States Su-
preme Court later derived the power to harmonize Federal and State laws
with the Constitution by the process called judicial review.

Satisfaction with the document itself and with the opportunity for pro-
tection against New York and other neighboring States resulted in prompt
ratification. On December 18, 1787, New Jersey became the third State to
approve the Constitution.

Between 1790 and 1840 the foundations of the State’s present indus-
trial system were laid. In 1791 Alexander Hamilton founded the Society
for Establishing Useful Manufactures, selecting the Great Falls of Passaic
River as the site for an industrial city, Paterson. The first factory built at
Paterson began to operate in 1794, printing calico goods. As Newark’s
leather and Trenton’s pottery industries grew, businessmen developed im-
portant branches of commerce. Banks were chartered at Newark, Trenton,
and New Brunswick during the first decade of the nineteenth century, and
insurance began in the same period.

At Trenton, which had become the State capital in 1790, the legislature
sensed the power of trade. Many turnpike companies were chartered even
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before the need for good roads was emphasized by the War of 1812. Sci-
entists and inventors—John Fitch and Colonel John Stevens with their
steamboats and, later, Seth Boyden with malleable iron and patent leather
—accelerated the trend toward industrialization.

On this groundwork there rose, following the short depression at the
end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, a 20-year prosperity. By 1828 the
State had about 550 miles of gravel and dirt roads under 54 charters. Be-
tween 1810 and 1840 New Jersey ranked third as an iron producer in the
Nation. The value of iron products in 1830 was about $657,000; glass
and pottery, $490,000; and cotton products, $1,733,000. Encouraged by
the protective tariff of 1816, investors developed water power and mill
sites for textiles and flour. By 1830 Paterson had fulfilled its early promise
and had become a busy mill town, rich with profits and scarred with labor
exploitation.

To weld the expanding sections of the State as well as to modernize the
New York-Philadelphia highway, the industrial barons of the day hurried
across-State transportation lines. Colonel John Stevens of Hoboken had
proved in 1824 that his “steam waggon” could run 12 miles an hour. Six
years later his son Robert got a charter for the Camden and Amboy Rail-
road, and by 1834 the line was finished. The railroad soon absorbed the
new Delaware and Raritan Canal, which it paralleled. In 1831 the Morris
Canal between Newark and Phillipsburg opened a water route to a rich
mining district. Newark, because of its key position on the canal and rail
routes and on Passaic River, strengthened its grip as the leading city of the
State. With the stage set for even greater economic progress, the specu-
lative bubble of industrial prosperity burst in the panic of 1837.

During the 1830’s New Jersey was affected by the spirit of reform that
was sweeping the country, partly as a result of the industrial revolution.
The legislature began to allot money for public schools; hospitals were
built; and a start was made toward guarding the public health. In 1844
Dorothea Dix presented to the legislature a memorial describing the dis-
graceful conditions in jails and poorhouses and the medieval treatment of
the feebleminded, epileptics, and the insane. Public indignation resulted
in prison reform and the establishment of an insane asylum. Reform was
a leading topic in public meetings and in newspaper columns. With an in-
crease of almost 200,000 in population since 1790, the citizens of the
State were demanding democratization of their political structure.

It came in 1844. A constitutional convention swept away property qual-
ifications for voters, provided for separation of powers among the three
governmental departments, and included a formal bill of rights and a
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clause permitting amendment (the latter had been omitted from the 1776
document). The 1844 constitution has been amended only three times.

When the business cycle swung toward good times in 1845, the Cam-
den and Amboy Railroad emerged as a monopoly, since the charter, after
merger with two terminal roads, prohibited any other line between New
York and Philadelphia. So complete was the railroad’s grasp of the State’s
economic and political life that New Jersey was for a generation bitterly
referred to as “the State of Camden and Amboy.”

Rising anti-slavery feeling together with pro-tariff and anti-immigrant
sentiment turned the State Republican in 1857, at its first opportunity to
elect a Republican Governor. But, in the crucial election of 1860, the con-
flict between industrial and agricultural interests and anti-slavery men and
unionists-at-any-cost split New Jersey’s electoral vote for the only time.
Lincoln received four votes and Douglas three.

In 1863 copperhead opposition to the Civil War, partly created by the
New York bankers’ mistrust of Lincoln, caused New Jersey to revert to
political type and elect Joel Parker, a Democrat, as Governor. Yet New
Jersey provided 88,000 troops and $23,000,000 for the war.

After 1865 profits from war supplies and a favorable location as the
nexus of the most populous and prosperous sections of the Nation con-
tributed to an intense industrial activity. Paterson was processing two-
thirds of the country’s silk imports; Newark could proudly hold an im-
pressive trade exhibition of its varied manufactures in 1872 ; kerosene and
other oil products were being refined in Bayonne; and agriculture was
passing into its present form of lucrative truck farming. While real estate
companies plotted chimerical developments, the legislature recklessly is-
sued charters for any kind of money-making enterprise. The great eco-
nomic spree which lasted until the panic of 1873 fastened New York’s
hold upon New Jersey more securely than ever. ‘

The hold that the Camden and Amboy had upon the State had been
considerably weakened by 1867. In that year its opponents, seeking a char-
ter for a competing line across the State, had turned the legislature into a
roundhouse battleground. When the Camden and Amboy sensed that pub-
lic opinion would ultimately spell defeat, the company prudently leased
its lines to the Pennsylvania Railroad. The Pennsylvania took up in 1871
where its predecessors had left off and brought about a Republican victory
in the legislature. The railroad retained a majority in 1873, but this time
it was the legislators who felt the popular wrath. They passed a bill open-
ing the State to all lines.

Although the Pennsylvania lost the battle, the State’s history shows that
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it won the war. The act giving any company the right to put down rails in
New Jersey was much less objectionable to the Pennsylvania than the alter-
native of a special charter to a single competing line. Like its predecessor,
the new company succeeded during the next generation in maintaining a
powerful hold on the State government.

As far back as 1871, however, public opinion had caused the legislature
to attempt checks on railroad domination. In that year the railroads were
denied free loading space along the Hudson. In 1883 Leon Abbett was
elected Governor on a platform calling for railroad franchise taxes. Al-
though the subservient legislature compromised on a plan for assessment
and taxation of railroad propetty, this action resulted in investigation of the
Lackawanna Railroad. A State audit of the company’s books yielded New
Jersey several hundred thousand dollars.

Nevertheless, for more than a quarter of a century the railroads gener-
ally enjoyed an extraordinary privilege to profiteer. This license illustrates
the beginning of a gradual blurring of party labels between 1870 and
1900, for even on the few occasions when the Democrats won complete
control of the State government, their efforts to curb the railroads were
feeble. Shut out of the Governorship since 1869, the Republicans had to
bid for power by such trivial stratagems as seeking the Prohibition vote
through the passing of a county option law in 1888. Such schemes failed
to elect a Governor, but the Democrats’ own corruption finally lost them
the legislature in 1893. Even then the Republican victory was delayed
while eight hold-over Democratic senators attempted to steal the senate
back from the Republicans simply by organizing themselves into a rump
senate, which prevented the seating of any new members. This bold bid
was thwarted by the courts.

Except for the electoral split in 1860 and a shift to Grant in 1872, New
Jersey gave a majority to every Democratic Presidential candidate between
1852 and 1896. In the latter year Mark Hanna himself was astounded
when New Jersey gave McKinley a plurality of 87,692 over Bryan, and
elected John W. Griggs as its first Republican Governor in 30 years.

Several factors were responsible for the Republican ascendancy. As the
pseudo-agricultural party, the Democrats lost relative strength because the
number of farms decreased after 1880. At the same time, the commuter
vote, composed largely of Republicans from New York and Philadelphia,
increased. Finally, the economic eye of the State was becoming more and
more sensitive to the high-tariff button eternally pinned on the Republican
lapel.

In that era of seemingly limitless national expansion—when the value
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of manufactured products in New Jersey rose from $169,237,000 in 1870
to $611,748,000 in 1900—the State began to assume its present leadership
in industry. To man the prospering factories and mills, thousands of im-
migrants, chiefly from southern and eastern Europe, poured into the indus-
trial cities where they quickly established lasting foreign quarters. In the
brick and terra cotta works around Perth Amboy, in the heavy industries
of Newark, in the woolen mills of Passaic, in the shipyards of Camden,
and in the ceramic plants of Trenton, European skills joined with native
enterprise to further New Jersey industry.

The State, which had grown from a population of 373,306 in 1840 to
1,883,669 in 1900, was becoming a more integral part of the economic
and cultural life of the Atlantic seaboard. Much of the spirit of speed and
efficiency of New York and Philadelphia business life flowed across the
Hudson and Delaware, quickening the tempo of New Jersey’s cities and
suburbs. In the same way, important cultural threads of the two metropo-
lises were spun across, drawing up New Jersey in the weave.

The State’s educational facilities were strengthened by the founding of
Rutgers Scientific School in 1863 and by the opening of Stevens Institute
of Technology in 1871. In the latter year a free school system was estab-
lished and in 1874 a compulsory education law was passed. To Princeton
College many of the well-to-do families of New York and Philadelphia
sent their sons.

As early as the 1840’s Cape May was a summer social capital, and after
the Civil War Long Branch became the vacation choice of Presidents—as
well as the playground for the Astors and Fishes of New York, the Bid-
dles and Drexels of Philadelphia. A quarter of a century later Atlantic
City and Asbury Park were performing the same service for many thou-
sands of Philadelphia and New York vacationers. New Jersey’s oyster and
cranberry industries catered to the national appetite, while its truck gar-
dens and dairy farms supplied a large portion of the produce sold in
metropolitan markets.

For New York and Pennsylvania financiers and for corporation builders
generally New Jersey offered a special attraction. From the 1870’s on, the
State’s lax incorporation laws invited the formation of trusts and monopo-
lies in hastily rented offices in Newark or Jersey City. When Lincoln Stef-
fens and the other “muckrakers” began to investigate “big business” they
contemptuously labeled New Jersey ““The Mother of Trusts.”

New Jersey's role as a green pasture for foaling corporations illustrates
several important characteristics of the State at the turn of the century.
Mark Sullivan, in Owur Times, has raised the question of why New Jersey
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“voluntarily assumed a role which made it a subject of jeering for twenty
years,” after New York and Ohio court decisions had killed the trusts in
those States. He cites the theory of Steffens that New Jersey’s position as
the terminal of many great railroad systems made the State responsive to
corporate influence, and he suggests that nearness to Wall Street may also
have been a factor.

Another probable reason, Sullivan points out, was the fact that many of
the ablest New Jersey citizens were commuters who took little interest in
the State in which they merely slept. “In such a community,” he concludes,
“it would be easy for politicians and lawyers representing financial inter-
ests to take possession of the machinery of the State and to use it to the
advantage of the interests they represented. The revenue accruing to the
State from the fees it received for providing a home for outside corpora-
tions lightened the burden of taxes on New Jersey voters and their prop-
erty. Many New Jersey people frankly and publicly justified the laws fa-
voring the trusts on that ground.”

The nineteenth century revolt against railroad domination was soon
paralleled by an early twentieth century attack on the trusts and machine
politics. George L. Record, who had broken with the Hudson County
Democratic machine, was the leader of the “New Idea” movement that
carried the assanlt. Closely associated with him were Mark Fagan, who
repudiated his boss after being elected the first Republican mayor of Jer-
sey City in many years; Austin Colgate, Frank Sommer, Everett Colby and
others. Their program called for election reforms, equal taxation of rail-
roads and utilities, and regulation of public utilities. Although the New
Idea men accomplished little during the terms of Governors Stokes and
Fort, they had their chance with Governor Woodrow Wilson.

Paradoxically, Wilson was nominated in 1910 by the Democratic lead-
ers against the opposition of the young progressives in his party. Colonel
George Harvey was looking for a 1912 Presidential candidate. He in-
duced James Smith Jr., titular Democratic chief, to select Wilson as a man
who would impart a respectable tone to the gubernatorial campaign. When
the “safe” professor from Princeton University repudiated the bosses dur-
ing the campaign, they did not take him seriously. When, however, after
election, Wilson successfully supported James E. Martine against Smith
for United States Senator, the machine politicians realized that they had
unwittingly elected a champion of the progressives.

Upon the strength of this victory, Wilson was able to push through his
bewildered legislature bills for direct primaties, regulation of public utili-
ties, employers’ liability, and other reforms, which were in part inspired
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and supported by some of the New Idea Republicans, notably George L.
Record. Thus Wilson sought to justify his belief in the mission of New
Jersey as a “mediating” State, destined to inspire and lead her neighbors
into better ways. His courageous and successful fight for reform made him
President in 1912, in spite of the bitter opposition of the very men who
had deliberately started him on the road to that office.

Wilson held his post in Trenton until March 1, 1913, completing his
program by passage of the “Seven Sisters” acts. With these laws he hoped
to restrain monopolies and to impose penalties against individual officers
of offending corporations. Other States promptly invited the business
which New Jersey turned away ; while New Jersey “‘mediated,” they would
take the cash. With Wilson safely in Washington, the “'Seven Sisters’ acts
were gradually repealed until by 1920 there was hardly a vestige left, but
New Jersey never recaptured her former pre-eminence as the favorite home
for new corporations.

Ironically, at the time when the State was first perceiving the danger of
corporation control, there arose a new industrial power. In 1903 the Pub-
lic Service Corporation was formed and started on its way toward virtual
control of gas and electric power, trolley and bus transportation.

Under Governor Fielder the reform movement continued at a slower
pace until it was interrupted by the World War. New Jersey’s geography
and its industrial resources gave it a strategic part in the conflict. Camp
Dix at Wrightstown was an important training center, and Camp Merritt
(near Dumont) and Hoboken became known to a majority of the men
who went overseas as their last points of contact with the homeland. New
Jersey shipyards were unceasingly busy and New Jersey factories supplied
a large proportion of the Nation’s chemicals and munitions. Governor
Walter E. Edge declared, however, that the outstanding features of his
wartime term were “'the inauguration of the State highway system, the
Delaware River Bridge, and the Hudson River Tunnels,” and the estab-
lishment of the State department of institutions and agencies.

The State’s post-war improvement of transportation facilities attests
Edge’s perspicacity. When the automobile required another modernization
of the New York-Philadelphia highways, New Jersey responded with a
splendid and expensive highway system, a proud bid for the praise of mil-
lions of travelers who annually cross its borders. Another post-war devel-
opment was a widespread popular campaign against the utilities, featured
by attacks on the gas and electric rates and a spreading though scattered
demand for public ownership.

To understand New Jersey in the twentieth century, it is necessary to



52 NEW JERSEY:. THE GENERAL VIEW

visualize the progressive transformation of the State from an agricultural
to a primarily industrial and urban region. In 1890 the urban population
was about 6o percent; by 1900 it was about 70 percent, and by 1930 it
was 82.6 percent.

While wealth and industry continued to increase, agriculture declined
in relative importance. The amount of improved farming land dropped
from 1,977,042 acres in 1899 to 1,305,528 actes in 1924, although the
total value of farm produce showed a gain, largely because of the concen-
trated poultry and dairy industries. On the other hand the value of indus-
trial output multiplied sixfold from $611,748,000 in 1900 to $3,937,-
157,00 in 1930, and the number of wage earners rose from 241,582 to
442,328.

The total population more than doubled between 1900 and 1930, ris-
ing from 1,883,669 to 4,041,334. The most spectacular growth was in the
five counties of the New York metropolitan area which reached a total of
2,496,558, about three-fifths of the State’s population.

A large volume of immigration helped to push census figures upward
and to increase the diversification of population that began in Colonial
times. To the Colonial settlers—Dutch, English, Scotch and smaller num-
bers of French, Germans, Swedes, Negroes and others—thousands of Irish
and Germans had been added by the middle of the nineteenth century.
In the latter part of the century large numbers of immigrants from south-
ern and eastern Europe poured into New Jersey via New York.

The State’s immigrant population was further increased between 1920
and 1930 (after the influx from Europe had been stemmed by Federal
legislation) through migration from other States. Although the foreign-
born white population of the entire Nation increased by only 111,013 in
that decade and most States showed a decline, the figure for New Jersey
rose by 106,014 to a total of 844,442—almost double the number of
foreign-born whites in 1900.

The most rapid increase in the Negro population occurred in the large
cities, beginning when World War industries mustered man power. Many
hundreds of Negroes were also imported for work as servants in the
homes of wealthy residents of Montclair and other suburban communi-
ties. By 1930 the Negro population was 208,828, almost treble the figure
in 1900.

The twentieth century politics of New Jersey has continued to be domi-
nated—after the interruption of Woodrow Wilson’s term as Governor—
by the natural conservatism of the industrial and business interests. The
conservative forces have helped to defeat movements toward municipal
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ownership of utilities, to hamper organization of labor, and to delay mod-
ernization of the archaic property tax system.

In the political field, the blurring of party labels in the 1880’s became
almost a total effacement by the 1920’s. Although New Jersey remained
Republican in national politics from 1896 to 1932, except when Wilson
won in 1912, it has been much more inclined to elect Democratic Gover-
nors. Since Wilson’s term, the Republicans have elected only three Gover-
nors, Walter Edge in 1916, Morgan Larson in 1928, and Harold G. Hoff-
man in 1934. The former two derived great strength from concurrent
Presidential tickets; while Hoffman’s stormy administration demonstrated
the candor with which Frank Hague, Mayor of Jersey City and the State’s
most powerful Democrat, harmonized the theoretical differences of the
two major parties to obtain quick unchallenged action for his conserva-
tive supporters. This unusual cooperation between Democratic and Repub-
lican chieftains moved the New York Times to exclaim editorially, “If
most politics is queer, New Jersey politics is queerer.”

Both Hoffman and Hague have made official efforts to check the
growth of the Congress of Industrial Organizations in mass industries.
Although locally the Democratic Party had for years advocated legislation
to curb injunctions in labor disputes, it reversed its position in 1937.
Mayor Hague explained that he felt the shift was necessary to avoid
frightening employers or prospective employers from the State.

The responsibility for piloting the State through the depression fell on
both the Democratic and Republican Parties. The administration of relief
was handled by the State until 1936, when the legislature turned it back
to the municipalities. Although the change was hailed by some as a step
toward economy and common sense, searching and severe criticism soon
came from experts of the State and Federal Governments. In 1937, a study
for the Social Science Research Council showed that the average New Jer-
sey family on relief lived 40 percent below the minimum subsistence
standard, and that it was practically impossible for many of the smaller
communities to give adequate aid.

In the 1937 gubernatorial campaign the Democratic candidate, Senator
A. Harry Moore, defeated the Reverend Lester H. Clee by the slender
margin of 43,600 votes, as compared with a Moore plurality of 230,053
in the 1931 election. Dissatisfied with the results of the election of 1937,
representatives of a large portion of the 425,000 New Jersey members of
the Committee for Industrial Organization and the American Federation
of Labor held a preliminary convention in the fall of 1937, looking to-
ward the formation of an independent Labor Party in New Jersey.
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Despite population growth and industrial changes undreamed of in
Colonial days, the essential pattern of New Jersey history remains insepa-
rable from that of her neighbors across the Hudson and Delaware Rivers.
Concrete highways, steel rails and air lanes have made New Jersey more
than ever the corridor between New York and Philadelphia. The State’s
factories and farms help to sustain the economy of the neighboring me-
tropolises; its homes and apartment houses shelter many thousands of
New York and Pennsylvania workers; its industrial and labor policies, its
corporation laws and its tax system are determined always with an eye to
their effect upon competition with the neighboring States.
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Government

LTHOUGH government in New Jersey is essentially the same in gen-
A eral pattern as in each of the other 47 States, there is an amazing
number of important differences. In this treatment of the constitutional
and political structure of the State, emphasis is placed on these differences
as well as on the antiquities and the innovations of which New Jersey citi-
zens are especially proud.

At the outset of the Revolution the fourth Provincial Congress of New
Jersey transformed itself into a constitutional convention and on July 2,
1776, adopted a constitution which contained a declaration of independ-
ence. New Jersey was the fourth Colony to take this step; and although
the work was done hastily and was not intended to be permanent, the con-
stitution was retained for 68 years.

Reflecting the antagonism of its framers to executive interference with
the legislature, the constitution was a strange document in that it violated
the “‘separation of powers” principle in a great variety of ways. The Gov-
ernor was to be elected by the legislature every year; yet he was granted
both judicial and legislative powers. At the same time the legislature re-
served a large measure of executive and judicial power for itself.

In the case of Holmes v. Walton in 1779, New Jersey set the first prece-
dent after the Revolution for exercise of the power of judicial review—the
right of courts to declare legislative acts invalid.

The Constitution of 1844: Despite obvious inefficiencies and inequali-
ties in the original constitution and bitter attacks on it, it continued in
force until 1844. Then popular sentiment, stirred by democratic Jack-
sonian tendencies, demanded further revision. Lacking any machinery for
revising the original constitution, the legislature of 1844 simply went
ahead and called a convention. The work of the convention was ratified
at a special election on August 13. The new constitution abolished prop-
erty qualifications for voters and legislators, recognized the principle of
separation of powers among the three departments of government, and
(unlike the document of 1776) included a formal bill of rights and pro-
vision for amendment.

55
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Only three times (1875, 1897, and 1927) in the period of nearly 100
years since its adoption has the New Jersey Constitution been amended—
not because few amendments have been proposed but because the process
is extremely difficult. Amendments must be passed by two successive leg-
islatures and then approved by the people, with the restriction that amend-
ments may not be submitted to popular vote more often than once in five
years.

For more than 6o years attempts have been made to revise the docu-
ment as a whole. But the legislature has never consented to a constitu-
tional convention, largely because the senate, which is based upon equal
representation of the counties, has feared that a convention might revise
this system, thus shifting the balance of power from the less populous
counties. Industrial New Jersey therefore continues to live under a consti-
tution designed for an essentially agricultural population.

Aside from its age and inflexibility, the New Jersey Constitution is dis-
tinguished as one of the briefest in the country, containing only the bare
outlines of a frame of government. It embodies little regulatory law, and
the legislature is left with full responsibility for setting up administra-
tive departments, most of the courts, and practically the entire system of
local government. This situation somewhat compensates for the difficult
amending process.

The Legislature: Like every other State except Nebraska, New Jersey
has a two-house legislature. But in other important respects the State’s
legislative machine is distinctive. One of the seven smallest in size, it is
composed of a senate of 21 members (one for each county) and an
assembly of Go. It is one of only five State legislatures that hold annual ses-
sions. New Jersey is now the only State that has annual elections for mem-
bers of the lower house, and no other State has a three-year term for sena-
tors. Equal representation of the counties in the State senate, giving the
balance of power to the less populous counties, is another unusual feature,
inherited from the constitution of 1776.

Members of the assembly are apportioned among the counties accord-
ing to population. For more than 4o years assemblymen were elected by
districts within the counties, but in 1893 the State Supreme Court de-
clared this method unconstitutional, thus requiring the election of each
county delegation at large. The matter would doubtless never have reached
the courts if both parties had not been scandalously gerrymandering the
assembly districts.

The overwhelming advantage of the smaller counties in the upper house
is shown by the fact that the four largest counties, with 54 percent of the
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State’s population in 1930, have only 19 percent of the voting strength in
the senate. In the assembly the “Big Four”’—Essex, Hudson, Bergen, and
Union Counties—have 52 percent of the voting power. Although much
may be said for finely balancing the legislature between the rural and
metropolitan areas, the system has been bitterly criticized. As far back as
1873 the Newark Daily Advertiser lamented editorially:

The pine-barrens have beaten the populace. Ten gentlemen, representing the
wealth, power, honor and good sense of the State of New Jersey, representing also
the bulk of its population and its true will and purpose, yesterday voted for a com-
peting railroad between New York and Philadelphia. Eleven other men, whose title
is Senator, representing an innumerable host of stunted pines, growing on sand-
barrens, voted the bill down . . . You can’t make pine trees vote nor endow them
with a conscience.

Because of the small size of the State, the legislature can conduct its
sessions on an unusual plan, meeting only every Monday night during the
greater part of the session. Any legislator can travel by rail or motor from
his home to Trenton in not more than three hours. This makes it possible
for members to live at home and conduct their regular professional or
business activities while the legislature is in session. It is important that
they do so, since senators and assemblymen are paid only $s00 a year.

The Governor: New Jersey is the only State with a three-year term for
Governor, matching that for State senators. The Governor’s salary of
$20,000 is the highest paid by any State except New York. As in a dozen
other States, the Governor may not succeed himself, but this restriction
operates more severely in New Jersey than in these other States, in each
of which the Governor enjoys a four-year term. Since 1844 only three
men have been elected twice to the Governorship: Joel Parker and Leon
Abbett each served two terms, and A. Harry Moore is now in his third
term. Another peculiarity is that in New Jersey, as in only three other
States, the Governor is the only official chosen by State-wide election.
There is no Lieutenant Governor, the next in line being the president of
the senate.

In the number and variety of offices filled by gubernatorial appointment
the Governor of New Jersey has a decided advantage over those of most
other States. For example, he appoints all State judges and county prose-
cutors—positions filled in many other States by election. Nevertheless his
position is not so powerful as one might suppose. Some administrative of-
ficials are chosen by the legislature, and most of the others either have
terms longer than that of the Governor or administer departments headed
by boards whose members have overlapping terms.

As in only six other States, a bare majority of the legislature can over-
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ride the Governor’s veto; the veto power is therefore of little value. An-
other serious handicap to the Governor is his incapacity to succeed him-
self. Woodrow Wilson bitterly denounced this constitutional limitation in
1913, pointing out that the politicians “smile at the coming and going of
Governors as some men in Washington have smiled at the coming and go-
ing of Presidents, as upon things ephemeral, which passed and were soon
enough rid of if you but sat tight and waited.”

It naturally follows that no Governor except one with the most unusual
qualities or remarkable good luck can make and keep himself the domi-
nant factor in State government. Woodrow Wilson did it because he rode
into office on a wave of reform sentiment that transcended party lines, and
he developed an effective technique of appealing to the people through
newspaper interviews and public addresses. Perhaps the greatest of his as-
sets was his inflexible obstinacy in holding to a position, no matter how
terrifying the opposition.

New Jersey follows an acknowledged pattern in American politics, ac-
cording to which the legislature and the Governor act largely in consulta-
tion with party leaders. Legislative policy is frequently determined through
informal councils of legislative and party leaders.

The State is one of 18 in which the Governor does not have full power
of pardon. A strange feature is that the Board of Pardons includes, in ad-
dition to the Governor, the chancellor and the six lay judges of the Court
of Errors and Appeals, thus injecting the highest court of the State into
what always has been considered an executive prerogative designed to cor-
rect miscarriages of justice for which there was no judicial remedy.

Executive Departments: When the constitution was adopted in 1844,
the State administration consisted of little more than the Governor, six
constitutional departments, and a single State institution, the prison at
Trenton. Since that time the number of State departments and agencies
has increased steadily. The movement has been checked, but never stopped,
by occasional consolidations involving a few related departments.

Today there are more than 8o separate administrative departments in
the State government; and if the semi-independent boards heading the
several institutions and agencies are included, the total is approximately
100 distinct administrative agencies.

A rough classification shows that there are approximately a dozen de-
partments or agencies dealing primarily with the State’s fiscal affairs;
about half a dozen primarily engaged in maintaining law and order; 8,
not counting the 17 separate institutions and agencies under the depart-
ment of institutions and agencies, responsible for protecting public health
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and welfare; more than 20, counting some 15 examining boards, engaged
in economic regulation and promotion; 16 or more responsible for public
works, conservation, and recreation; and about 2 primarily devoted to edu-
cation and research. A few of these departments or agencies are at present
languishing for lack of appropriations, but they may always be revived by
new funds.

The State pay roll is the best index of the phenomenal increase in gov-
ernmental operations during the past few years. From the fiscal year 1916
17 to the fiscal year 1936-37 the number of employees as reported by the
Civil Service Commission jumped from 2,900 to about 11,800; and the
pay roll climbed even more sharply from $3,600,000 to about $18,-
500,000.

The number and variety of the State departments and commissions long
have constituted an obvious argument for reorganization and simplifica-
tion. For nearly 40 years such a movement has been under way, but prog-
ress has been slow. In 1925 the legislature received a plan for merging 78
permanent departments into 14 large units; nothing at all was done about
this report. Four years later the National Institute of Public Administration
made similar recommendations. Nearly all of these were likewise ignored,
but some fiscal reforms were made.

Princeton University was the next institution to play doctor to the State
government. Dr. Harold W. Dodds prescribed some of the same medicine
recommended by the Institute of Public Administration, including consoli-
dation of all fiscal functions under one commissioner responsible to the
Governor. But the legislature showed its characteristic distrust of the Gov-
ernor and instead of unifying the financial structure added one more de-
partment.

Most of the State departments are administered by boards appointed by
the Governor. Board members generally are not paid, although necessary
expenses are customarily granted and some very adequate salaries are given
to a few—such as the three public utility commissioners, who draw $12,-
coo annually. Each board usually selects the active department head, al-
though the Governor appoints both the boards and the commissioners of
education and aviation. Thirteen other department heads are appointed
by the Governor subject to senatorial confirmation and in most cases with
terms longer than the Governor’s. Only two department heads are ap-
pointed by the Governor to hold office at his pleasure. The heads of five
important departments are elected by the two houses of the legislature in
joint session.

Confirmation of appointments by the senate is anything but an empty
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form in New Jersey. Gubernatorial recommendations have not infrequently
been turned down, often under the principle of senatorial courtesy which
requires that the nominee be acceptable to the senator from his home
county. Political horse trading becomes almost imperative when the Gov-
ernor must bargain with a hostile senate, a common situation in New
Jersey.

One of the most important executive departments has developed from
the old State prison and the first hospital for the insane, which opened in
1848. This, the department of institutions and agencies, administers 17 in-
stitutions for the insane, feebleminded, tubercular, delinquent, and epilep-
tic, and for old soldiers; and two agencies: the commission for the blind
and the board of children’s guardians. Mental hygiene clinics operated un-
der this department provide the services of expert psychiatrists for the or-
dinary citizen who cannot afford to pay private practitioners. New Jersey’s
work in this field has placed it well ahead of most other States.

An administrative curiosity in New Jersey is the department of agricul-
ture. The State board of agriculture consists of eight members chosen by a
convention of delegates from the chief farm organizations of the State, an
unusual example of functional representation.

An obvious result of New Jersey’s location between New York and
Philadelphia has been the necessity for working agreements with her
neighboring States on interstate construction projects and port develop-
ment, the management of water supply and garbage disposal. New Jersey
operates, jointly with New York, the Palisades Interstate Park, and is also
a partner in the Port of New York Authority, builder of four great bridges
and two vehicular tunnels linking the two States, and a model for similar
publicly owned corporations throughout the country. At Camden the State
joined with Pennsylvania in building the Delaware River bridge to Phila-
delphia. It was thus natural that New Jersey took the lead in 1935 in a
step for permanent commissions on interstate cooperation, to operate both
regionally and nationally.

One of nine States with civil service systems, New Jersey shares with
Massachusetts the distinction of being one of the two States in which
jurisdiction of the commission has been extended to all county and local
units operating under civil service. Only 10 of the 21 New Jersey counties
and only 22 municipalities have adopted the civil service system, but these
include the largest population areas and well over half of the full-time
employees in local units of the State.

Local Government: According to a 1937 Princeton University bulletin
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there are 1,137 separate self-governing units within the State classified as
follows:

Counties 21
Cities 52
Boroughs 254
Towns 23
Townships 233
Villages 3
School Districts 551

Total 1,137

In addition, the survey found about 225 special intra-municipal districts
and about a score of regional and inter-municipal districts and commis-
sions. “"This is the New Jersey patchwork . . . ,” says the Princeton report.

The terms ‘‘city,” ‘town,” “borough” and “township” are entirely
meaningless as far as classification by size or area is concerned. The largest
city is Newark, with nearly half a million residents; the smallest is Corbin
City, with a population of 256. The largest township is North Bergen,
population 40,714 ; the smallest is Pahaquarry, population 8o. North Cape
May and South Cape May, with populations of 5 and 6, are the smallest
boroughs.

Patchwork government is expensive, the Princeton survey declares. Cit-
ing the police organization, 2 1936 bulletin says:

There are 350 separate and independent police departments in New Jersey, of
which 127 are in the five counties covering a scant 700 square miles of northeastern
New Jersey. Nowhere else in the United States is there such a concentration of sep-
arate police agencies in so small an area.

This goes far to explain the fact that costs of New Jersey police protection are
not only the highest in the United States for cities of the corresponding size groups,
but in some cases they are nearly twice as high.

At the entrance to the Holland tunnel a citizen can be arrested by at least five
different sets of police officers, for violation of several sets of traffic laws,

Six municipalities have the city manager form of government, the larg-
est being Trenton, a city of more than 125,000. Cape May City in 1937
abandoned the manager plan for the commission form, which is so gener-
ally preferred by the larger municipalities that the Princeton experts have
labeled New Jersey “the most commission-ridden State in the Union.”
Fifty-three of the 565 municipalities in the State are now operating under
the commission form authorized by the so-called Walsh Act of 1911. In
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these municipalities, which include Newark, Jersey City and many other
large cities, all legislative and administrative functions of local govern-
ment are vested in a single commission, usually of five persons, elected at
large every four years.

The system originally was lauded as simple, responsible, and easy for
the public to control. In practice, however, the lack of centralized respon-
sibility in a single executive, the failure to distinguish between policy for-
mation and administration, the designation of politically elected commis-
sioners to head departments requiring able technical direction, and
especially the lack of centralized financial administration—all have run
counter to the high hopes of the municipal reformers of the early part of
the century.

Under the general municipalities act the 233 New Jersey townships have
the same powers and functions as all other local units. Township govern-
ment is substantially of the commission form, the principal difference be-
ing that the township committeemen are elected for overlapping terms, so
that the whole committee is never voted in or out at the same time. Town-
ship government, therefore, displays the same weaknesses as the pure com-
mission form.

The other types of local government—city, borough, town—vary widely.
A relatively small number vest substantial authority in the mayor as a real
chief executive, but much more numerous are those in which administra-
tive responsibility is largely taken by the council, or by committees or
boards not effectively controlled by the mayor. Thus, even these units dis-
play weaknesses similar to those of townships and commission municipal-
ities, especially the lack of centralized financial control. This doubtless ac-
counts in large measure for the gloomy situation described by the Princeton
survey in June 1936 when it reported that the course of municipal gov-
ernment in New Jersey had resulted in a gross debt of almost 20 percent
of net taxable valuation, $121,479,000 in uncollected property taxes, 1 out
of every 8 municipalities in default on notes or bonds, and 12 municipali-
ties in virtual bankruptcy and under State supervision.

For counties, the governing body is a “Board of Chosen Freeholders™
of three, five, or nine members, which is in reality the familiar commis-
sion plan again. But these boards are by no means overworked since
judges, prosecutors and some other officers are appointed by the Governor,
while the sheriff, county clerk, and surrogate are elected by the people.
All of these officials and others besides are wholly or largely beyond con-
trol of the freeholders. Chief functions of the county boards are the
building and maintenance of roads and bridges, and the management of
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county institutions other than the jail. Salaries of the freeholders are as
high as $6,000 in the two largest counties.

Parties and Elections: Governor Woodrow Wilson advocated the di-
rect primary as a means of taking the nomination of candidates and the
selection of party committee members away from the bosses and giving
the parties back to the people. Although the old-line politicians fought
for retention of the convention system, Wilson won. It is a tribute to the
ingenuity and the steadfastness of purpose of the political leaders of both
parties that the direct primary appears to have had little effect upon con-
trol of the parties.

In the Democratic Patty, the result perhaps has been to strengthen the
State organization led by Jersey City’s present (1939) mayor, Frank Hague.
His Hudson County organization is held by students of practical politics
to be probably the most smoothly running machine in the country. Sub-
stantially one-third of all the votes cast in the State Democratic primary
come from his county.

Republican leadership is more scattered, and the party’s primaries often
present lively contests in striking contrast to the peaceful balloting of the
Democrats. Usually the party is controlled by a semi-permanent coalition
of leaders from Republican strongholds.

The overwhelming Democratic vote in Hudson and Middlesex Counties,
and considerable Democratic strength elsewhere, make it relatively easy
for the Democrats to elect a Governor. But apportionment in the legis-
lature based on counties seriously handicaps their efforts to win a majority
in either house. Since 1910 the Democrats have elected their gubernatorial
candidate six times out of nine, whereas they have controlled both the
assembly and senate in only two years—1913 and 1914. This constant
division of State machinery between the two major parties has been cited
as justification for the system (roundly attacked by Woodrow Wilson)
under which leaders of the two parties unite in political action. This sys-
tem, it is said, tends to prevent a deadlock on appointments and legis-
lation.

Minor parties have played practically no part in New Jersey politics.
Great efficiency of the two major party organizations, and the support of
organized labor for candidates of one or the other party, have prevented
the Socialists and other groups from showing any considerable strength.

Annual conventions for preparing party platforms are held after the
primary elections. An interesting law names as delegates the members of
the State committee of the party, the candidates for the legislature, gov-
ernorship and Congress, as well as hold-over members of the legislature.
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The Administration of Justice: New Jersey courts have changed rela-
tively little since the time of George III, and the intricate judicial system
is puzzling to the lawyer as well as to the layman. There are about twenty
different courts created by the constitution or by legislative enactment;
several have overlapping jurisdictions, and two or three are practically
without parallel in other States.

Charles H. Hartshorne’s characterization of the New Jersey judicial sys-
tem, written in 1905, is as accurate today as when it was penned: *. . . our
system is the most antiquated and intricate that exists in any considerable
community of English-speaking people . . . Both courts and procedure
were brought here from England by our colonial forefathers and were
worked into shape fitted to the needs of a rural community of eighteenth
century colonists. They are fundamentally in that shape today.” Although
procedure has been greatly simplified since 1905, the court structure itself
has become more rather than less involved.

The State has three distinctive judicial hierarchies: the law courts, for
the trial of criminal and civil actions under statutory law ; the eqity courts,
for giving legal relief not afforded by the law courts; and the prerogative
or probate courts, for wills and estates.

The Court of Errors and Appeals is the highest tribunal in each of
these three hierarchies. As the name implies, it handles nothing except
appeals from the lower courts. It is unique in name and structure. Six of
its sixteen members are laymen (or at least need not be lawyers), while
the other ten comprise the chancellor of the State, the chief justice and the
eight associate justices of the Supreme Court. The chancellor is the presid-
ing judge. The provision for lay members, who are appointed for six-year
terms, stems from Colonial times; indeed, until 1844 the Governor and
his council constituted the court of last resort.

In the law courts the second highest body is the Supreme Court, which
handles both criminal and civil cases, although the latter are limited to
suits involving $3,000 or more. It is authorized to superintend or review
the conduct of all inferior courts and public officers. The chief justice re-
ceives $19,000 a year and the eight associate justices get $18,000. The
term is seven years.

The Circuit Courts enjoy common law jurisdiction in civil cases concur-
rent with the Supreme Court within the counties in which they are held,
and statutory jurisdiction in a number of specific matters. The Common
Pleas Court, consisting of from one to five judges in each county, also:
deals with civil matters, but its judges hear criminal cases when they sit in
the courts of Quarter Sessions, Special Sessions, and Oyer and Terminer..
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Civil actions involving less than $500 are tried in county or city district
courts. In some counties there are also criminal district courts to relieve
the common pleas judges of lesser criminal trials. At the very bottom of
the system are the recorders’ coutts, the police courts and local justices of
the peace.

New Jersey is one of a half dozen States in which the equity or chancery
courts are still separated from the common law courts. The chief equity
judge is the chancellor, appointed by the Governor for a seven-year term
at a salary of $19,000 a year. The chancellor, in turn, appoints ten vice
chancellors for seven-year terms at salaries of $18,000 each. The vice chan-
cellors, acting theoretically for the chancellor, sit individually at strategic
points throughout the State. As mentioned above, the chancellor is also
the presiding judge of the Court of Errors and Appeals. The Chancery
Court is assisted by numerous masters in chancery appointed by the chan-
cellor.

The Court of Chancery has been vigorously attacked and defended in
connection with its issuance of injunctions in labor disputes. Trade union-
ists and liberals have for years unsuccessfully sought an amendment to the
State constitution that would curtail the court’s power. Mortgage fore-
closures, divorces, insolvencies, and guardianships are other matters that
come before this court.

In the third judicial hierarchy the chancellor and his ten vice chancellors
constitute the Prerogative or High Probate Court. As the chief probate
judge, the chancellor is known as the Surrogate General or Ordinary; and
a vice chancellor sitting on probate matters is termed a Vice Ordinary.
Appeals to the Prerogative Court lie from the Orphans’ Court, held by a
common pleas judge—another example of the crisscrossing of the New
Jersey judicial system.

The prerogative courts have jurisdiction over matters relating to wills,
administrators and executors of estates, guardianship, and the recovery of
legacies. Uncontested wills are admitted for probate before the surrogate
of each county. The surrogate, although he is sometimes thought of as the
lowest probate judge, is in reality nothing more than an administrative
officer.

Attached to the common law system is the important Juvenile and Do-
mestic Relations Court, which does not logically belong in any of the three
hierarchies. This court is held by separate judges in the four largest coun-
ties—Essex, Hudson, Bergen and Union. In all other counties, 2 common
pleas judge adds this to his multifarious duties.

Under New Jersey's juvenile court act no person under 16 is deemed
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capable of committing a crime, although the Court of Errors and Appeals
has twice held that the constitutional guarantee of trial by jury renders the
Juvenile Court (which does not use a jury) incompetent to hear cases in-
volving “the malicious killing of a human being.” The act, one of the
most progressive in the United States, allows wide authority to the judge.
At least in the four counties with separate judges, these courts are sharing
with those in only a few other jurisdictions in the country the distinction
of blazing a trail toward a new conception of juvenile delinquency and
perhaps of crime in general.

Unusual is the fact that all State judges, from the members of the Court
of Errors and Appeals to the civil and criminal district court judges, are
appointed by the Governor with the consent of the senate. In most other
States all or nearly all judges are elected. In spite of the allegation that
politics plays a part in these appointments, New Jersey courts have attained
a high standing. One recent study of the prestige of the highest State
courts gave a better rating to the courts only of New York, Massachusetts,
and Illinois. Moreover, there is a seldom broken custom of reappointing
justices of the higher courts regardless of politics.

Attempts to simplify the judicial machinery have been defeated for
many years. Since 1930 the Judicial Council, consisting of the attorney
general and representatives of the courts, the bar association and the legis-
lature, has been making recommendations for changes in the constitution,
the statutes, and the rules and procedures of the courts. Some real progress
has been made; but so far the council has been unsuccessful in securing
the adoption of its constitutional amendments, the most important of which
would create a separate high court of appeals in place of the present Court
of Errors and Appeals. This would have the result of ending the dual role
played by Supreme Court justices and the chancellor as both trial judges in
their respective courts and appellate justices in the Court of Errors and Ap-
peals. The Judicial Council proposals would also eliminate lay judges, and
would create a separate court of pardons.

Penal Institutions: In contrast to its archaic legal machinery, the State’s
penal institutions are as progressive as any in the land. One of the best
features is the system of segregation, classification and individual treat-
ment of inmates. Criminals are classified and put in separate institutions
for men, women and youths, as well as for the feebleminded, epileptic,
tubercular and insane.

Each institution has a classification committee consisting of the superin-
tendent and other officers, including a physician, a psychiatrist, a psycholo-
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gist, a chaplain and the director of education. This committee studies each
inmate upon admission, prescribes a course of personal treatment, and
reports periodically on progress. The advisory committee on penal institu-
tions, probation and parole of the Wickersham Commission on Law Ob-
servance and Enforcement in 1931, after describing this system in detail,
commented: “It is clear that there is a plan of institutional treatment,
carried on by a whole State, quite unusual in the United States.”

Work is an essential part of the program. The prison industries in New
Jersey are conducted under what is called the “State use system.” This
means that goods produced are sold only to State departments or agencies,
and thus do not find their way to the open market in competition with the
products of free labor.

The State has an unusually liberal probation law, under which sentence
can be suspended for practically any crime if circumstances indicate that
imprisonment would destroy the convict’s usefulness without giving addi-
tional protection to society. Parole is supervised by the State department of
institutions and agencies, while probation is handled by the counties. As a
result, the probation system is highly developed in some of the larger
counties, but is still in a rudimentary stage in others.

Paying for Government: What does this remarkable system of govern-
ment, this bewildering aggregation of State departments and local units,
cost the people of New Jersey, and how do they pay for it? Dogmatic
answers cannot be given to these questions because of the inadequacy of
the records and because of theoretical differences in opinion as to just
what should be included in the term “‘cost of government.” The following
statements dealing primarily with the revenue system will give, however,
a rough sketch of the problem.

According to Local Government Bulletin No. 2 of the Princeton Local
Government Survey, the total State and local taxes levied in New Jersey
for the year ending December 31, 1935, were $320,477,621. A little more
than a quarter of this amount was in State taxes, the rest in local taxes.
Since the State returns a considerable amount of its revenues to local units,
the Princeton survey points out that the total tax bill was earmarked for
expenditure by the several units of government in the following propor-
tions:

SHAC) . L5 17 sk PR $ 58,134,259
Municipalities ............ 133,340,732
School Districts .......... 80,470,796

Connties)is., . po iesiit e 48,531,834
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The Princeton report concludes, therefore, that “local government in New
Jersey, including the counties, spends over four-fifths of the State and local
tax dollar.”

It must be borne in mind that the above figures do not represent actual
total expenditures or costs of government. Something less than a third of
the money used in government in New Jersey is derived from nontax rev-
enues in the form of a great variety of fees, permits, grants, earnings, etc.
In addition, a considerable amount of borrowed money is spent each year,
but such money must be repaid out of receipts from taxes and other sources.

The general property tax—that is, the tax on real estate and personal
property both tangible and intangible, including the tax on railroads—is
the backbone of the New Jersey tax system. In 1935, according to the
Princeton survey, “the property tax provided 76 percent of the total State
and local tax revenue and 89 percent of all local tax revenues.” As a result
of the incompleteness of the assessment of personal property, about nine-
tenths of the general property tax revenue is derived from real estate.

The United States Census Bureau reported that in 1932 only four States
—Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Arizona—obtained as large a propor-
tion of their State and local taxes from real and personal property as New
Jersey. This is especially remarkable in view of the fact that New Jersey
is one of the most highly industrialized States; and the assumption would
be that financial and commercial enterprise would yield a higher propor-
tion of revenue.

About 96 percent of the taxes on property goes to the counties, munici-
palities and school districts. The State derives the bulk of its revenue from
other taxes; notably more than $18,500,000 from the gasoline tax, almost
as much from motor vehicle registration and license fees, and varying
but substantial amounts from transfer inheritance taxes. Corporation taxes,
including taxes on foreign insurance companies, annually yield several
million dollars, as do beverage licenses and taxes. For four months in 1935
a consumers’ sales tax produced good revenues, but the tax proved so un-
popular that it was repealed at a special session of the legislature.

Aside from property taxes, the principal local tax revenue is derived
from public utilities. Local units also collect the poll tax, dog taxes and
miscellaneous license taxes, while the State government collects small sums
from a variety of minor taxes and licenses. The fish and game commission
collects about one-third of a million dollars from sportsmen’s licenses. All
told, State and local units in New Jersey collect about 30 different kinds
of taxes. Nevertheless, New Jersey is one of 18 States with no income tax.
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Industry and Commerce

GRICULTURAL development was the chief economic interest of
A New Jersey during the early period of its existence as a Colony.
Small farms were intensively cultivated in the eastern section and large
plantations, operated mainly by Negro slaves, flourished in the west. Al-
though the isolation of farm people contributed to the establishment of
home industry, it likewise stunted commercial manufacturing.

The self-supporting farm was the standard unit of the Colony’s econ-
omy for the two earliest generations at least. Even the small towns clus-
tered at the head of tidewater regions on the eastern shore or along the
Delaware were largely devoted to agriculture. Soap, candles, textiles, even
tools were manufactured in the home by the pioneer women and children.

Trade, however, began to flourish almost as soon as the Colonists sighted
the Indians. Furs, skins, and tobacco found a ready market in England;
oil and fish in Spain, Portugal, and the Canary Islands; and agricultural
products in neighboring Colonies and the West Indies.

Gradually manufacture spread from the home to the community. The
miller, almost invariably first on the scene, was soon joined by the weaver,
fuller, tanner, shoemaker, and carpenter. Newark had a commercial grist-
mill in 1671, and the earliest sawmill was established in Woodbridge in
1682. Tanning, which had been started as a business in Elizabeth in 1664
by the Ogden family, quickly led to saddlery and harness making.

The fine forests in southern New Jersey yielded their lumber to ship
carpenters of Burlington, Salem, Newton, and Cape May, where ship-
building became a leading industry. Equally significant was the develop-
ment of whaling from Cape May and Tuckerton; in many respects these
towns rivaled the more celebrated New England ports of the Colonial
period. Tar and turpentine were also important exports from the southern
part of the Colony.

Toward the close of the seventeenth and opening of the eighteenth cen-
turies, several industries were founded in New Jersey that were destined
to become not only leading sources of wealth but traditional occupations
as well. An abundant supply of beaver, raccoon, and sheep furnished the

69
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materials for hat manufacturing, which attained its greatest strength in the
southern area. At the same time, the Colony was rapidly becoming distin-
guished for its brewing skill. Hoboken, still identified with beer drinking,
had the first brewery in 1642. Beer was a major interest in Burlington in
1698. Two years later, Newark made more than 1,000 barrels of cider, and
Jersey applejack seems to have been as renowned among the Colonies as it
was throughout the East during the recent prohibition era.

In several spurs of the Appalachian range, running through the north-
ern and central sections of the State, lay mineral deposits unusual for their
richness and variety. The State’s earliest iron works were established at
Shrewsbury in 1676 by Colonel Lewis Morris, a merchant of the Barba-
does. Forges, furnaces, and bloomeries began to appear all over the north-
ern part of the State, with a concentration at Boonton, the center of seven
rich mines in Morris County which supplied most of the Nation’s iron.
These mines were a mainstay to Washington’s army during the Revolution.

At the same time, swamps throughout southern New Jersey were uti-
lized as an important source of iron deposits. Iron-laden water impreg-
nated the marshy soil; the Indians had long used this ore, mixed with bear
grease, to make an excellent war paint. The ore was hauled to charcoal-
heated furnaces built on the banks of streams, which provided power for
the bellows and an easy means of shipping the finished product. Wey-
mouth, Batsto, and Atsion were typical iron centers—thriving little com-
munities a century or mote ago but ghost towns today. The bog-iron
industry lasted until the middle of the nineteenth century, when competition
from the iron mines and coal-burning smelters gradually smothered it.

Copper mines were worked in New Brunswick, and in 1768 the discov-
ety that the marl of Monmouth County could be used as fertilizer led to
the establishment of another new industry. Steel manufacture at this time
was concentrated principally in Trenton.

Another famous early industry in New Jersey was glass making. The
first glass factory was founded at Allowaystown in 1740 by Caspar Wis-
tar, 2 German immigrant. The sand of the southern part of the State
proved especially suitable for the manufacture of glass, and within a few
decades Salem County was a leading producer of bottles, jugs, pitchers,
and other glassware.

The selection of the Falls of Passaic (now Paterson) for the site of a
gigantic manufacturing enterprise marked New Jersey’s emergence as an
important industrial State. Sponsored by Alexander Hamilton in 1791,
this undertaking to utilize abundant water power was part of a scheme to
make the new Nation independent of foreign industrial products. Al-
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though this grandiose aim was not realized, the Society for Establishing
Useful Manufactures did succeed in attracting a large part of the textile
industry to Paterson.

The first census of manufactures taken in New Jersey in 1810 placed
the total industrial wealth at $4,816,288, listing textiles, hides, leather,
iron products, and liquor as the most important goods. Cotton manufac-
ture and cotton machinery so completely dominated Paterson at this time
that it earned the title of “The Cotton City.”” Twenty-five forges indicated
the growth of mining, while items like 36,000 packs of playing cards and
300,000 pounds of chocolate candy illustrated the diversity of industry.

The invention of new processes in the manufacture of iron, notably
Seth Boyden’s discovery of a method for making malleable iron in New-
ark in 1826, brought increased prosperity to this flourishing business. In
1830 the East Jersey Iron Manufacturing Company established a $283,000
plant at Boonton, capable of producing 1,000 tons of malleable iron an-
nually.

Boyden also contributed to the growth of the leather industry with his
process for making patent leather. Moses Combs had earlier founded the
shoe industry in Newark, and by the end of the eighteenth century a
majority of the city’s industrial population was engaged in the leather
trade. Combs was also famous as the first slave owner in local history to
teach his slaves a trade in order to raise their economic and social level.

Shortly after the rise of leather Newark developed another manufacture
which has remained one of its leaders. In 1801 Epaphras Hinsdale opened
on Broad Street a jewelry factory which soon became a fashionable gath-
ering place for the ladies of the town. By 1836 the industry numbered
four establishments, with an annual output valued at $225,000 and 8oo
workers employed. Many years, however, had to pass before the general
public would accept articles known to have been made in America. Be-
lieved to be products of Paris or London, Newatk jewelry, remarkable for
its workmanship, found a market in the largest cities here and abroad.

The influx of European immigrants in the 1840’s supplied needed man
power to the State’s growing factories. Paterson gradually shifted from
cotton to silk manufacture after 1840, when John Ryle devised a way of
winding silk on a spool. A decade later New Jersey ranked second only
to Connecticut in the national production of spool silk, and Paterson was
already known as “The Silk City.”

In the same period, potteries were founded at Trenton, brick works
expanded enormously at Perth Amboy, and in 1852 Edward Balback es-
tablished America’s first smelting and refining plant, on the Passaic River
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near Newark, where he refined the floor sweepings from local jewelry fac-
tories. Woolen mills, formerly situated chiefly in the south at Mount Holly
and Bridgeton, began to move north to Passaic.

OId industries yielded to this amazing variety of new occupations. Be-
tween 1840 and 1850 Newark alone had been producing mote than 2,000,-
000 pairs of shoes annually. On the eve of the Civil War, however, the
industry there as well as in Orange and Burlington revealed the strain of
New England competition. Similarly the discovery of rich iron deposits in
Michigan and Minnesota began to reduce the State’s mining importance.

During the next 20 years the State rode the waves of prosperity born
of the Civil War. Although the conflict severely cut trade with the agri-
cultural South, compensations were found in Union Army orders, and im-
proved transportation facilities opened new world markets.

Textiles, locomotives (the first in the State had been built at the Rogers
Works in Paterson in 1837), carriages, and machinery achieved wide do-
mestic and foreign sale. Although iron mining was headed downward, the
manufacture of heavy machinery in Newark, Jersey City, and Paterson (the
latter a center for railroad construction) appeared to make up the loss.
Railroads spread all over the State and linked New Jersey more firmly
with the rest of the Nation.

Following the panic of 1873, the State entered another period of ex-
pansion in which the gains began to fit into New Jersey’s industrial pat-
tern as it appears today. Bayonne started on its way to becoming one of
the great oil refining centers of the world in 1875 when the Prentice Re-
fining Company established a still there. John D. Rockefeller came next,
and within a decade three other companies followed Standard Oil to the
site so close to the huge oil and kerosene market in New York City. The
steel cable industry was established in Trenton by the Roebling family,
and that city became known as a center of supply for suspension bridge
construction after the Roeblings built Brooklyn Bridge.

The work of Thomas A. Edison at Menlo Park and Edward Weston at
Newark established in New Jersey a vast electrical industry, especially in
light bulbs and phonograph records, dynamos, and power plant supplies.
John Wesley Hyatt's invention of the roller bearing and celluloid and
Hannibal Goodwin’s perfection of photographic film introduced important
new manufacturing activities into Newark and its environs. As electricity
replaced steam in industry, the State’s manufacturing strength continued
to grow even in the face of depressions. The tremendous rise in immigra-
tion from southern and eastern Europe after 1880 brought abundant cheap
labor to factories, mills, and foundries.
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The manufacture of paper and paper boxes, slaughtering and meat
packing, and the canning of fruit and vegetables rose in importance after
the turn of the century. The hat industry, which in 1892 had produced
more than 4,000,000 hats, including a $250 sombrero, was beginning to
decline as was the production of ceramics, cast-iron piping, glass, and
jewelry. Paterson, where in the 1880’s more than one-third of the Na-
tion’s silk factories were situated, began to feel the effects of the industrial
drift southward to cheaper labor. The dyeing and finishing of textiles,
however, increased.

At the outbreak of the World War, New Jersey, along with the rest of
the country, faced a period of industrial uncertainty, despite which econo-
mists hoped that the feverish gains and losses of the two previous decades
might balance into some kind of stability. Abuse of the State’s easy incor-
poration laws had made it a legal dumping ground for young and ruthless
corporations, seriously in need of industrial discipline.

The guns of Europe, however, shattered the opportunity for normal
growth by plunging the State into the most intense industrialization in its
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history. The production of high explosives, textiles, steel, and ships rock-
eted to new heights. The Bureau of Statistics reported that expansion in
manufacturing was 400 percent greater in 1916 than in any preceding
year. Chief among the cities that benefited from the industrial resurgence
were Newark, Perth Amboy, Jersey City, and New Brunswick. The chemi-
cal industry in New Jersey sprang up almost overnight. Six factories for
the production of aniline, formerly imported from Germany, were set up
within the State, the most important at Kearny. Other towns that became
chemical centers were Carteret, Chrome, Maywood, and Perth Amboy.

The success of aircraft in the war made aeronautical manufacture in
New Jersey a leading industry, chiefly represented by the Wright Aero-
nautical Corporation of Paterson, one of the world’s largest airplane en-
gine factories.

The tide of war prosperity, except for recurrent dips such as that of
1921, continued to rise until 1929. The value of manufactures from 1919
to 1929 increased $165,091,000, whereas workers’ wages for the same
period rose only $10,000,000, and in the same decade, through techno-
logical improvements, there was a decrease of 60,000 workers. Production
in chemical factories was 450 percent greater in 1929 than in 1914. Elec-
trical supplies multiplied by 700 percent in the same period, foundry
products by 300 percent, and petroleum products by 300 percent.

Building in the middle 1920’s prospered to such an extent that the ap-
pearance of many New Jersey cities was transformed by the construction
of new skyscrapers, factories, apartment houses, small-home developments,
and public parks.

In New Jersey as elsewhere this prosperity vanished with the crash in
1929. The State, which had been increasing its industrialization at a terrific
rate since 1900, suddenly halted and backslid, so that by 1932 its formerly
busy industrial sections became silent witnesses of reckless spending and
general Jack of planning. Shantytowns built of galvanized iron, packing
boxes, and other materials salvaged from dumps sprang up in front of
idle factories, and relief became the real industrial problem of the State.

The situation gradually improved. By 1934 recovery slowly began to
make itself felt throughout the paralyzed industrial structure. Production
in 1937 reached pre-depression levels in some fields, greatest gains being
made in the electrical, iron, steel, and aircraft industries. Widespread lay-
offs in the latter part of the year, characterized as a “recession,” inter-
rupted the period of the “little prosperity.”

Latest available figures (the 1935 Census of Manufactures) report 377,-
078 wage earners in New Jersey, receiving $397,170,661 in 7,468 estab-
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lishments, the total value of manufactures being listed at $2,439,426,000.
These figures represent an increase of 21.3 percent in number of wage
earners and 43.6 percent in value of manufactures over 1933. The State
has ranked sixth in the Union for industrial production since 1850.

The most important New Jersey industries ranked according to the
value of annual output by the 1935 Census of Manufactures are petroleum
refining, copper smelting and refining, chemicals, electrical supplies, dye-
ing and finishing, paints and varnishes, clothing, rubber goods, and foundry
products. On the basis of the number of workers employed, dyeing and
finishing of textiles holds first place with 16,061 employees.

The State ranks first in the Nation in smelting and refining of copper,
dyeing and finishing of textiles, and the production of rubber goods (other
than tires). It is second in the manufacture of silk and rayon and chemicals.

The greatest concentration of industty is in Newark and the surround-
ing area, including Jersey City, Paterson, Passaic, Elizabeth, and Bayonne.
Centers of industry outside the metropolitan area include Camden and
Trenton on the Delaware River and Perth Amboy on Raritan Bay. Al-
though the “‘company town’ as such is rare in the State, many small com-
munities surrounding the large cities depend solely upon two or three
factories or plants for their economic existence.

Petroleum refining, with a yearly output valued at $157,000,000, is
centered in Bayonne, where four large companies maintain huge plants to
which oil is piped from the Middle West. Three enormous copper and
lead smelting firms and a score of smaller gold, silver, and platinum plants
constitute the rich refining industry, with annual production valued at
$182,000,000. About one-sixth of the zinc in the United States is mined
at the New Jersey Zinc Company’s plant at Franklin.

Electrical supplies, a comparatively new industry in New Jersey, are
manufactured principally in the Newark sector, where appliances, dyna-
mos, and incandescent lamps are produced ; while Camden leads the coun-
try in the manufacture of radios. The annual output of the electrical
industry is valued at $91,000,000.

Paterson and Passaic are the traditional homes of the textile industry.
Although the manufacture of silk, rayon, and cotton goods has been stead-
ily declining in this area for the last three decades, it remains—together
with finishing and dyeing of textiles—the major occupation. High tax
rates, excessive power costs, and destructive price-cutting by some operators
have combined to weaken the textile industry in New Jersey. Many of the
silk and cotton manufactures have moved their machinery into New Eng-
land, Pennsylvania, and the South. In 1933, when production throughout
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the Nation was beginning to rise from the low point of 1932, the output
of silk and rayon in New Jersey was 6o percent lower than in pre-war
years. Since textiles, however, still employ a greater number of the State’s
workers than any other one industry (approximately 30 percent in the
many branches), the decline constitutes one of New Jersey’s most pressing
industrial problems.

Other industries that contribute significantly to the State’s wealth are
cigar and cigarette manufacturing; slaughtering and meat-packing; print-
ing and publishing; canning, in Camden; rubber goods manufacturing, in
Trenton and Passaic; shipbuilding, in Kearny and Camden; jewelry-
making, in Newark; and soap-making, in Jersey City.

New Jersey houses many industries, not included in the leading group,
which nevertheless by virtue of location or individuality are of great im-
portance in the State economy. Trenton is the center of clay-products
manufacturing for the entire Nation. Lenox, Incorporated, produces a
chinaware known the world over. Trenton is also headquarters for the
three plants of the John A. Roebling Son's Company, the world’s leading
manufacturers of wire cable and rope.

A number of unusual manufacturing concerns have developed in New
Jersey. In North Plainfield is one of the Nation’s five telescope factories.
At Burlington is the only company in the United States which makes arti-
ficial human hair and horse hair, and here also is a birch carriage factory
that manufactures jinrikshas for Japan, one-wheeled carts for Korea, and
big-wheeled trekking wagons for use on South American plantations. Red
Bank has three shops exclusively devoted to the hand-hammering of gold
leaf. :

The smooth functioning of New Jersey’s industrial structure depends in
large measure upon power, light, and transportation facilities, supplied
in almost monopolistic fashion by the Public Service Corporation. Formed in
1903, this corporation acts as a holding company for Public Service Gas
and Electric Company, and Public Service Coordinated Transport, both
operating companies.

A rapid process of absorbing smaller utilities has brought Public Service
to a position where it supplies about 8o percent of all electricity gener-
ated throughout New Jersey and about 86 percent of all gas. There still
exist 14 independent gas companies and 1o electric companies which serve
smaller communities; about half of these are municipally owned. The
efforts of the city of Camden in 1934 to build a municipal power plant
were thwarted by the State legislature, which voted against the city’s issu-
ing bonds to finance the venture.
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This threat of municipal ownership, as well as formation of citizens’
committees all over the State, has caused Public Service to reduce its rates
slightly in recent years. Rates for the residential consumer are now, for
example, $2.20 for 24 kilowatt-hours and $s.41 for 100 kilowatt-hours.
Thirty-six other States, according to a Federal Power Commission report
in 1936, have lower averagé rates than those in New Jersey.

Public Service also holds a commanding position in local streetcar and
bus operation and in intercity transportation. In 1936 this corporation,
generally considered the largest single employer in the State, listed 19,674
workers.

Banking and Insurance: Banking in the Colonies originated in New
Jersey, when in 1682 Mark Newbie, a Quaker, persuaded the General
Assembly that his souvenir Irish copper coins (‘“‘Patrick’s pence”) could
be put into circulation in the neighborthood of Camden (see Tour 31).
This was the first authorized use of currency in the Colonies, and Newbie
became in effect the first American banker.

Out of this modest but shrewd beginning grew the complicated banking
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structure of present-day New Jersey. Banking did not develop into a large
commercial undertaking until about 6o years ago when industry began to
demand a unifted currency, sources of credit, and a generally stable finan-
cial structure to stand back of the post-Civil War expansion. Notable early
banks in the State were the Newark Banking and Insurance Company,
which in 1804 received the first bank charter in the State, and the Trenton
Banking Company. The latter, also founded in 1804, is the oldest bank in the
State. The oldest bank in Newark is the National State Bank, founded in
1812. A State department of banking and insurance, with jurisdiction over
private banks as well as State banks, building and loan associations, and
remitters of funds abroad, was established in 1891.

The national banking system in 1936 included 266 New Jersey estab-
lishments out of a total of 417 banks in the State. Total resources of the
banks were listed at $2,349,705,942. Since 1900, trust companies have
increased rapidly and today dominate New Jersey banking. At present 142
such institutions have combined resources exceeding $1,000,000,000. Sav-
ings banks showed a corresponding rise, the number of depositors increas-
ing from slightly less than 75,000 in 1900 to 574,667 in 1936. The
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation in March 1934 insured 400 New
Jersey banks with 3,153,601 accounts and deposits of $869,981,197.

The Fidelity Union Trust Co. of Newark is the State’s largest and most
important banking organization. It is the 36th largest bank in the United
States and has resources exceeding $150,000,000. Second is the Trust
Company of New Jersey, in Jersey City, with resources of about $86,-
000,000. The Howard Savings Institution of Newark is the largest savings
bank in the State with 95,000 depositors and $50,000,000 resources.

Newark is the fourth largest insurance city of the Nation, outranked
only by New York City, Hartford, and Boston. Insurance in New Jersey
began in 1810, when a group of Newark business men organized a mutual
fire insurance company as a measure of public welfare, without thought of
deriving profit. This company still survives as one of the groups within
the Royal Insurance Company of London.

In 1846 the American Mutual Insurance Company was founded in New-
ark. A year earlier, life and casualty insurance had been founded in Newark
with the organization of the Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company. In
1877 the Prudential Insurance Company was established and quickly be-
came the dominant company in the State. Its success has been due mainly
to its emphasis on industrial insurance, providing for small weekly pre-
miums that place a $1,000 policy within the average worker’s reach, al-
though at a comparatively high annual rate.
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Labor

HE course of the workingman’s struggle for higher wages and better

working conditions in New Jersey has followed generally the pattern
of that struggle throughout the country. Periods of prosperity usually
brought militant, stubbornly fought strikes, while depression frequently
retarded the growth of unionism and the advance toward more equitable
social and economic adjustments. The decline in union membership dur-
ing the boom years 1923-1929 was an exception to this general pattern;
and, in the opposite direction, the less prosperous years 1933-1938 have
brought progressive labor legislation and increase in union membership,
though largely through the action of forces and leadership Nation-wide
in influence. The State has seldom been a leader in trade union activities,
but it has served, in many cases, as something of a proving ground for
trade union theories. On the whole, labor has traveled a rough road, for
local and State governments have been consistently conservative.

The lodging of mass production industries such as steel, textiles, oil,
chemicals, and electrical supplies in the northeastern section of the State
made New Jersey for some time an open-shop stronghold. On the other
hand, the large number of cities with more than 25,000 population pro-
vided fertile territory for craft unions. Over the years, the embattled tex-
tile workers of Paterson and Passaic have become the State’s symbol of
resistance to exploitation.

Throughout the Colonial period rigid stratification of classes in both
agriculture and industry prevailed. Industrially the old guild system of
master, journeyman, and apprentice without actual guild organization was
firmly entrenched, and in agriculture, slaves and indentured servants formed
the main classes of laborers. For every slave imported each settler received
175 acres of land, and in 1737 slaves comprised 8.4 percent of the popu-
lation. Slave riots were sufficiently violent and frequent to cause a citizen
in 1772 to urge parliament to pass a law “obliging owners of the slaves
to send them all back to Africa at their own expense.”” The most serious
insurrections occurred probably in connection with other political events,
as at Raritan in 1734, at Hackensack in 1741, and, some years later, at
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Elizabethtown. As the Revolution approached, free labor began to displace
slaves and indentured servants.

The industrial revolution, which closely followed the political revolu-
tion against England, created a favorable opportunity for labor organiza-
tion as it replaced home manufacture with the factory system. Despite this
and the growth of many other natural fields for unionism, notably railroad
and canal construction, iron and glass making, and pottery production, or-
ganization until 1850 was almost wholly confined to the older individual
crafts. The extremely harsh conditions of the Paterson textile factories
made them an exception. Here, women and children, who formed the
majority of the employees, were required to be at work at 4.30 a.m.; the
whip was frequently used to obtain speedier production, and the work day
lasted up to 16 hours.

One of the earliest recorded strikes and the first recorded sympathy
strike in America occurred in these Paterson mills in 1828. The employees,
including a large number of children, walked out, demanding testoration
of the noon lunch hour (which the company had changed arbitrarily to
one o’clock) and reduction of the work day from 131/ hours to 12 hours.
Carpenters, masons, and mechanics struck in sympathy with the millhands.
The strike was Jost, although later the owners conceded the 12 o’clock
lunch.

Trade unions organized by journeymen in several crafts caused the first
real wave of strikes in New Jersey. Rising costs of living unaccompanied
by increased wages during the prosperous period 1830-1836 resulted in at
least a dozen important strikes. In 1835 or 1836 shoemakers in Newark,
Paterson, and New Brunswick ; hatters in Newark ; textile workers in Pat-
erson ; harness makers and curriers in Newatk ; and building trades workers
in Trenton, Paterson, New Brunswick, and Newark—all battled for high
wages, and in some cases for the 1o-hour day. A majority of the strikes
was won by organized trade societies that closely resembled the present-
day “locals” of international unions. Early cooperation among such so-
cieties was evidenced by a $203 contribution from the Newark working-
men to striking textile workers in Paterson.

Recognition of the value of such mutual aid led 16 trade societies to
form a Newark Trades Union, which today would be called a city federa-
tion or central labor council. Although this body sanctioned strikes and
lent moral and financial assistance, the individual trade societies shoul-
dered the brunt of strike action. The Newark group played an important
part in 1836 in the formation of the National Trades Union; New Bruns-
wick also had a trades union, but it did not participate in the national
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movement. Paterson’s organization, grandiloquently styled “The Paterson
Association for the Protection of Laboring Classes, Operatives of Cotton
Mills, Etc.,” joined with the Newark Trades Union.

Workers’ cooperation coupled with the burgeoning of radical thought
paved the way for labor’s entry into politics during the turbulent thirties.
In September 1830 a group of farmers, mechanics, and workingmen from
Essex County met in Newark to form a Workingmen’s Party. Although
the outcome is unknown, records show that the meeting demanded the
removal of property qualifications for voting, the taxation of bonds and
mortgages, and free schools. In 1834 and 1836 attempts were again made
to establish a Jabor party in Newark. Their failure may be traced to the
founders’ apparent aim to build a patchwork political party rather than a
strictly labor party, as demonstrated by their nomination of a coach lace
manufacturer for mayor.

The panic of 1837 temporarily halted the remarkable progress of the
previous decade. Along with most other trades unions, the Newark group
expired during the long depression, and in 1840 labor sacrificed its tiny
political independence to the Whig onslaught against the “panic-making”
Democrats. The following quarter of a century was marked by the growth
of reform movements rather than militant trade unionism. Labor neglected
organization for Foutierism, land reform and the struggle for the 10-hour
day. Perth Amboy and Trenton were centers of the reform movements;
workingmen in the latter city were mainly responsible for the passage in
1851 of the 10-hour working day law which also prohibited labor of chil-
dren under 10 years of age.

Out of this law, which characteristically carried no provisions for its
enforcement, developed the Paterson textile strike of 1851. This struggle
lacked the united front of the 1835 strike, and, although there was some
attempt to form a union to sustain the law, most of the strikers lost their
demands or agreed to work the ro-hour day at a reduction of wages.

Three years later a spectacular dispute arose between the directors and
the engineers of the Erie Railroad. The engineers objected to a company
rule which made them solely responsible for the safety of the trains. They
tied up the railroad’s traffic, and were charged with violence against strike-
breakers. The difficulties were compromised, but in 1856 a new strike oc-
curred when the company discharged 10 members of a negotiating
committee which was seeking to revise the objectionable rules. The Erie
employed a strong police force to guard the nonstrikers; contemporary jour-
nals warned readers against traveling on the road during the strike. Al-
though the struggle was won by the company, the engineers were pre-
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pared for participation in the national railroad organization that grew up
after 1852.

Despite an epidemic of strikes in the late fifties, organization activities
fell off during the Civil War. When they were resumed after 1865 it was
on a broader, more nearly national basis. New Jersey contributed to this
widening through the work of Uriah Smith Stevens, a native of Cape May,
who founded the Knights of Labor in Philadelphia in 1869. This organi-
zation (whose sessions were secret until after 1878) sought to form a
national alliance of skilled and unskilled workers, women as well as men,
but its progress was impeded for almost a decade by the results of the
panic of 1873. One of the earliest New Jersey groups to join was that of
the ship carpenters and caulkers of Camden, organized in 1873 as Local
31. Other State locals were formed by Trenton printers, Jersey City me-
chanics, and Newatk brewery and leather workers.

During this period the State was the scene of two important events that
indicated labor’s rising strength. In 1877 the Socialist Labor Party, the
oldest labor party in the country, was founded at Newark at the second
convention of the so-called Working Men’s Party of the United States.
This early organization had grown from a union of various socialist groups
(1874-76). In 1882 Peter McGuire of Camden and Matthew Maguire of
Jersey City started to campaign for the establishment of an official Labor
Day. Despite these significant trends, it was said in 1882 that the window
glass workers of New Jersey constituted the only large body of workers
in the State that had steadily maintained a trade organization throughout
the previous 15 years.

Improved conditions after 1882 swelled the membership of the Knights
of Labor, which more and more showed itself a forerunner of industrial
unionism. It made rapid strides in railroads, textiles, hats, cigars, leather,
machinery, and pottery. The organization reached its peak in the State in
1887 with an enrollment of 30,000 out of a total of 50,000 organized
workers; 11,000 of these were in Newark alone.

A combination of causes brought about the sudden and swift downfall
of the Knights. The looseness and latitude of the organization made strike
operations difficult, and its leaders tended toward conciliation rather than
militancy. More serious, however, were the external obstacles and internal
wrangles arising from the invasion of mass production industries employ-
ing unskilled labor. In these fields the Knights lacked the strength to cope
with the employers, who could easily dissuade immigrant labor from
unionism and could use the new arrivals as strikebreakers. Finally, the
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advocates of the old craft union system bitterly and constantly fought the
national policy.

These dissenting factions gradually made their way into the new Ameri-
can Federation of Labor which completed the local disintegration of the
Knights by a vigorous push into the State shortly after 189o. The organi-
zation, set up on a craft union basis, was successful in unionizing the the-
atrical, printing, metal and building trades, although brewing and textile
operatives were organized industrially. The federation concentrated on
skilled workers and, although it became the official voice of labor in New
Jersey, it generally neglected the mass production industries which domi-
nated the State after 1900.

The most important struggles in New Jersey labor history have been the
Paterson silk strike in 1912-13, under the leadership of the Industrial
Workers of the World; the Passaic woolen and worsted strike of 1926,
the first strike in the country in which acknowledged communists played a
vital part in organization; and the Paterson silk and dye strikes of 1933
and 1934. Only the 1933 strike was notably successful. Both the silk
workers’ and dyers’ unions won recognition, with pay increased from $12
and $13 weekly to $18 and $22 in the silk mills, and wages as low as 20
cents an hour in the dye houses raised to 66 cents.

Perhaps the most ruthless labor massacre in New Jersey occurred early
in 1915 when “deputy sheriffs” hired from a Newark detective agency
fired on an unarmed group of pickets standing outside of the Williams and
Clark fertilizer factory at Carteret. A member of the local police force
testified later to the peacefulness of the strikers, whose losses were 6 dead
and 28 wounded. Twenty-two deputies were arrested on charges of man-
slaughter but were later released. The following year guards of the Stand-
ard Oil Company at Bayonne killed 8 and severely wounded 17 men. As
with the Carteret killings, this assault outraged even the conservative press.

For about half a century the efforts of workers in New Jersey, as else-
where in the United States, to form unions have been handicapped or
crippled by the activities of industrial spies. The La Follette committee’s
report (1938) on violations of the rights of labor showed that 11 New
Jetsey corporations alone spent 12 percent of a $9,440,132 national total for
espionage, strikebreaking, munitioning, and similar activities in 1933-37.

At least 31 other New Jersey concerns were listed as clients of detective
agencies that provided spy service. All of the widely known detective
agencies had contracted with one or more New Jersey corporations to pro-
vide lists of union members or workers interested in unionization; or re-
ports on union meetings; or armed guards for strikebreaking—or all of
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these services. In every important manufacturing city spies worked side by
side with the employees, often taking a prominent part in union activities,
and turning in daily reports that resulted in the sudden dismissal and
blacklisting of an unestimated number of workers.

At present the New Jersey State Federation of Labor claims approxi-
mately 250,000 dues-paying members, organized in about 1,000 local
unions. There are 21 central labor bodies in the State, which include most
of the A. F. of L. local unions in the respective county districts. Strong-
holds of organized labor are Newark, Passaic, Elizabeth, Trenton, Paterson
and Camden.

Of recent origin is the work of the Committee for Industrial Organiza-
tion, which established a special North Jersey Council early in 1937, later
supplanted by the Greater Newark Industrial Council. Similar councils
have been set up in Trenton and Camden. The C.1.O., with a State-wide
membership estimated (1939) at 175,000, is attempting to organize on an
industry-wide basis thousands of workers who have been neglected by
craft unions. The committee’s immediate objectives in the State are the
textile, steel, heavy machinery, and electrical industries.

Although Governor Harold Hoffman watned early in 1937 that he
would tolerate no sit-down strikes involving the C.L.O., a number of such
strikes, as well as ordinary walk-outs, have been called successfully. The
organization’s drive continued virtually unimpeded until December 1937
when it launched an offensive against the open-shop refuge of Jersey
City. Police of that city seized distributors of literature, prevented mass
meetings, and jailed organizers. However, in April 1938 the ban against
the distribution of literature was lifted.

The American Newspaper Guild’s successful strike in 1934-35 against
the Newark Ledger (the Nation’s first large-scale strike of newspapermen)
not only established the Guild as a Iabor power but also broke ground for
the subsequent C.LO. drive to organize white-collar workers. Including
the Guild, C.1.O. affiliates in this field late in 1937 numbered approxi-
mately 2,700 members. Among these were office, professional and insur-
ance workers, architects, engineers, chemists and technicians, State and
municipal employees, retail clerks and professional medical workers. The
A. F. of L. has also organized teachers and has retained a portion of the
unionized office workers. An independent white-collar union is the State
chapter of the National Lawyers’ Guild.

Because New Jersey remains “The Garden State,” the unionization of
agricultural and allied workers constitutes an important labor objective.
The first farm labor organization in the State developed in 1934 from a
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strike at Seabrook Farms in Cumberland County. Although the A. F. of L.
subsequently chartered agricultural locals in three other counties, in 1937
the New Jersey membership of 1,500 helped to organize the international
union of United Cannery, Agricultural, Packing and Allied Workers,
which immediately affiliated with the C.I.O.

To one other class of workers the C.I1.O. opened wide the door to full-
fledged unionism. In line with its drive for industrial unionism, the C.1.O.
offered Negroes equal membership with whites and established locals in
fields where Negro employees predominate. Organizers have been con-
spicuously successful with junk yard, novelty and felt, and domestic work-
ers. The A. F. of L. responded by increasing the Negro membership of
the International Union of Hod Carriers, Building and Common Laborers
and by organizing building service workers. The great mass of Negro
labor, spread over light industry and mercantile establishments, still re-
mains unorganized.

Union labor in New Jersey keeps vigilant watch on the entrance of
“runaway shops.” According to the State Federation of Labor, of 250
factories that moved to the State in 1936 approximately 200 were “fugi-
tives” from trade union activities. Most of these shops were in the needle
trades; a few manufactured cosmetics, hats or textiles. They have invaded
Essex, Passaic, Union, Hudson, Morris and Monmouth Counties. In 1937
a runaway umbrella shop from New York was established at Boonton;
union organizers signed up a majority of the underpaid girls, and a strike
was called. The manufacturer moved to Pennsylvania, and again was
harried by the union. He returned to Boonton, and finally went back to
New York. Thetre are many other instances of sweatshop operators being
pursued across State lines.

Not so progressive as the labor legislation of New York, Massachusetts
or Wisconsin, New Jersey laws protective and favorable to labor have
slowly increased since the impetus given 25 years ago by Woodrow Wil-
son. In 1932 the Consumers’ League of New Jersey established a labor
standards committee which unites the efforts for labor legislation of a
score of progressive organizations. In 1937 the State Federation of Labor
cooperated with the Consumers’ League, the New Jersey League of Women
Voters and the New Jersey Federation of Women’s Clubs to secure an
appropriation for the enforcement of the minimum wage statute and maxi-
mum hour law for women passed in 1933. A somewhat similar coalition
succeeded in 1935 in having the legislature ratify the Federal Child Labor
Amendment.

Progressive labor continues to struggle against the power of the Court
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of Chancery to grant injunctions in labor disputes. An anti-injunction bill
was passed by the assembly in 1936 but was defeated in the senate. A
major factor in the defeat, it is alleged, was the withdrawal of the tradi-
tional Democratic support for the bill on the ground that its passage would
frighten industry from the State.

In common with other industrial States, New Jersey is faced with the
problem of regulating industrial home work. The State department of
labor licenses these operators, but it has not had sufficient funds to enforce
even the meager health restrictions. The latest census shows that 5,000
operators have been licensed but since each family works under a single
license, the total number of home workers may well be 15,000 or even
20,000. The median wage for this type of work is figured to be 9 cents
per hour and the average family income $2.60 weekly. Major home work
products are dolls’ clothing, knitted goods, and powder puffs. The legisla-
ture has to date failed to pass the industrial home work bill sponsored by
the Consumers’ League, which would drastically reduce health hazards and
raise wage levels to those paid for similar employment in factories.

Undoubtedly this menace to legitimate industry and to the preservation
of minimum wage standards accounts for a large number of New Jersey
workers who earn a sub-subsistence wage. According to a survey com-
pleted in 1937 by the minimum wage division of the State labor depart-
ment, 34,000 women and children receive less than $5 weekly and 292,000
less than $17.

After a generation of allying itself with either the Republican or
Democratic parties, New Jersey labor took a step toward political inde-
pendence in 1935 when Labor Party tickets entered the field in Essex and
Passaic Counties. Although none of the nominees was elected, the action
led to the formation of the State-wide Labor’s Nonpartisan League the
following year. Thus far the organization has endorsed two successful
candidates in the Newark city election of 1937 (one of them Vincent J.
Murphy, secretary of the State Federation of Labor), and held the balance
of power in the last gubernatorial contest. The estimated 150,000 members
of the league are expected to form the nucleus of the proposed State
Labor Party.

Along with its quest for political independence, labor is seeking eco-
nomic independence by joining professional and white-collar workers in
cooperative enterprises. Cooperative leaders look to such economic activity
to provide consumers with a means of controlling prices and the cost of
living. Fifty years of effort in New Jersey resulted in the establishment by
December 1936 of 240 consumer-producer cooperatives. Of these, 120



88 NEW JERSEY: THE GENERAL VIEW

were credit unions; 42, agricultural purchasing organizations; and 26,
urban food stores.

Consumer cooperatives, which chiefly sell groceries and fuel supplies,
are strongest in the northern and central urban areas; producer coopera-
tives naturally center in the agricultural south. Jersey Homesteads, or-
ganized by the Resettlement Administration in 1935, is considered one of
the most modern cooperative experiments in the United States. With a
garment factory, gardens and homes, it represents a fusion of the indus-
trial, agricultural and consumer interests of cooperative enterprise. This
fusion typifies on a small scale the social goal of the cooperative move-
ment.
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EW JERSEY is rightly called “The Garden State.” Its truck-farms,
N extending from the northern mountains to the southern plain, are
mere garden patches when compared with the western prairies or southern
plantations. But these gardens produce a large proportion of the fruits
and vegetables consumed in New York and Philadelphia. For these mil-
lions as well as for its own, New Jersey has developed exceptionally pros-
perous small farms and some of the highest types of agricultural specializa-
tion.

The State has three main soil and topographical farm belts. Under-
lain largely with limestone and other glacial rock, the northern counties
are hilly and in some places even mountainous. Here dairying and the
raising of grains and other field crops predominate, with scattered centers
for market gardening. Although found in all sections of the State, com-
mercial poultry farms are concentrated in the northern and central areas.

In the middle counties are fertile loam lands, level or rolling, with a
rich subsoil of greensand marl. Of first rank in this section are truck
crops and potatoes. Grain, hay, fruits, and milk are secondary.

The southern counties of the level sandy coastal area contain, in addition
to a broad expanse of pine barrens, large fertile areas that yield excellent
apples, peaches, cranberries, and other small fruits and vegetables. Peach
blossoms in Burlington and Cumberland Counties make this section the
agricultural show-place of the State in spring.

When the early settlers arrived they found the Indians growing corn,
pumpkins, gourds, tobacco, and beans. Taking a lesson from the natives,
they cleared the lands, and with the help of seeds and livestock imported
from the old country, soon made New Jersey an important agricultural
colony.

Although its large wheat yield ranked New Jersey as one of the “bread
colonies” before the Revolution, the farmers were already anticipating the
present-day variety in products. Large farms had been established in the
south on which Negro slaves performed most of the work. This system
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was readily adapted to flax-raising, a major pre-Revolutionary crop. Al-
though white labor predominated in the north, Negroes were commonly
seen in the small fields and large orchards, which produced fruits, vege-
tables, and cider. The hill country specialized in grazing, and about 1750
New Jersey was reckoned the leading sheep-raising Colony. By the time
the armies of Washington and the British were criss-crossing the State,
New Jersey offered a ready supply of horses and pork from the north,
flour and grain from the central part, and fruits and thread materials from
the south.

After the Revolution a period of serious depression was intensified on
New Jersey farms by the ravages of the Hessian fly in the wheat fields.
This was followed by a gradual upward trend in agriculture that reached
fruition in the middle of the nineteenth century. During the next half
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