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Cover: Vigilant force
Tech. Sgt. Robert W. Lerner and mem-

bers of his squad survey deserted build-

ings during Quick Reaction Force training

on July 22.  Airmen from the 177th Fighter

Wing and 108th Air Refueling Wing were

trained by Soldiers from the 254th Regi-

ment on how to respond to a variety of

situations in the event of a state emer-

gency.  Turn to page 7 for the rest of the

story.  Photo by Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen

Inside Cover: Four to go
Soldiers from B Company, Detachment

1, 628th Aviation Support Battalion, New

Jersey Army National Guard, guide a

Black-hawk UH-60L helicopter onboard

a C-5 Galaxy.  The Galaxy, which is at-

tached to the 167th Airlift Wing, West

Virginia Air National Guard, transported

the Blackhawks to the 32nd Aviation Regi-

ment, 8th United States Army, Republic

of Korea.  On July 31, Army Guard avia-

tors flew the four Blackhawks from the

Sikorsky Facility at Naval Air Station

Lakehurst to McGuire Air Force Base.

Upon their arrival, the Soldiers prepped

the aircraft for transport.  On August 2,

the Galaxy arrived and in a space of

under four hours, the helicopters were

loaded and on their way to the Land of the

Morning Calm.  Photo by Tech. Sgt. Mark

Olsen, NJDMAVA/PA.
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TAG'S MESSAGE

Always Ready
By Maj. Gen. Glenn K. Rieth, The Adjutant General - New Jersey

Few things give me as much pleasure in life than

welcoming back our hometown troops from over-

seas deployments.  This June, however, it was a joy

and relief to see the men and women of the 102nd

Reconnaissance Surveillance Targeting Acquisi-

tion (RSTA) and the 250th Brigade Support Battal-

ion (BSB) returning from their extended tours in

Iraq.

From that afternoon on a hot and humid Tuesday when our

troops touched down and within hours embraced their loved

ones…to the following Saturday’s official Welcome Home

ceremony…I don’t think I stopped grinning that whole week (or

sighing with relief).

Back in February, when State Command Sgt. Maj. Jerome

Jenkins and I traveled to Iraq to visit our 102nd RSTA and 250th

BSB Soldiers, I remember standing in awe at the determina-

tion of these troops…accepting the unthinkable: a last-minute

extension of an already year-long tour.  “Disappointed, but not

deterred” was how I described these Soldiers at that time.

Their “can do” attitude amazed me back then…it amazes me

still today.

In July, Governor Jon Corzine personally hosted a barbeque

picnic for our returning Soldiers and Airmen.  For the fourth

time since taking office, Governor Corzine welcomed troops

and family members to his official residence for a party…this

time, a welcome home party.  Burgers, music, games,

entertainment…now this is how you say welcome home and

thank you!  Face-to-face and one-on-one.  I hope all the military

members and families that attended enjoyed the sunny fun-

filled day and realize how appreciated their sacrifices are.

Presently, smaller groups of New Jersey Soldiers and

Airmen continue to rotate into Iraq and Afghanistan.  From

security forces to embedded trainers, our people continue to

make a difference and show the true spirit of volunteerism.  So

much so that commanders have had to limit approval of

individual volunteer assignments with future unit deployments

looming on the horizon.

And that horizon is drawing closer.  While we adjust to

meet the challenges of the next couple of years, we will ensure

that the New Jersey National Guard provides a trained and

ready force to defend our nation.  Trained, ready…and fit to

fight!

Maj. Gen. Glenn K. Rieth (left), The Adjutant General - New Jersey,

and Governor Jon S. Corzine, Commander-in-Chief of the New

Jersey National Guard, watch the volleyball game between Sol-

diers and Airmen at Drumthwacket (see pages 12-13 ) for more

about the event.  Photo by Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen, NJDMAVA/PA.

A big part of staying fit to fight is keeping ourselves healthy

and safe.  We are in a dangerous business.  We need to

constantly be vigilant and keep safety foremost in our minds.

We’ve all seen examples of what the slightest bit of negligence

can do to a sophisticated piece of equipment or – more

importantly – how it can impact human lives.  We cannot allow

complacency or bad habits to infiltrate our work ethic.  We owe

this to ourselves, to our troops and to the families that support us.

If you look around during any welcome home ceremony,

you cannot miss the civilians – sometimes in embroidered
jackets and flight caps – greeting our returning Soldiers and
Airmen as if they were family.  They are members of various
veterans’ organizations.  Having had the honor of attending a
number of their national and regional conventions, I’ve seen
firsthand the support that these groups give the men and
women currently serving in uniform.  These veterans’ organiza-
tions have always been staunch supporters of the Guard.

There is a symbiotic relationship that exists between

military members and all veterans’ groups.  Whether sending
care packages to our deployed Soldiers and Airmen…donating
items to DMAVA Memorial Homes and Vets Haven…or
raising awareness of issues that impact us all…these organi-
zations are there for us.  And we should be there for them.  As
former brothers and sisters in arms, they have earned our
respect…as patriotic citizens, they deserve our support.
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SHAPE OF THINGS
TO COME

A 108th Air Refueling

Wing KC-135E refuels an

F-22 Raptor on its way to

an Air Show in Rhode

Island on June 23.  The

refueling was part of a

media flight highlighting

the New Jersey Air Na-

tional Guard.  Photo by

Staff Sgt. Eric Erbe,

108ARW/CF.

SHAPE OF THINGS
TO COME
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Transformation and you
By Command Sgt. Maj. William R.Kryscnski, 50th Brigade

As you all know, the New Jersey

Army National Guard has begun a

transformation process that will

occupy our training priorities over

the next several years.
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One hundred New Jersey Air

National Guard Airmen have

volunteered to be members of

a Air National Guard Quick Re-

action Force (ANG QRF) ca-

pable of rapidly mobilizing in

the event of a state emergency.

Airmen learn Soldiering skills
By Maj. Steven Rothstein, JFHQ/ACOS

Soldiers from the 254th Regiment train 108th Air Refueling Wing and the 177th Fighter Wing

Airmen on how to respond to a variety of situations in the event of a state emergency.  Photo by

Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen, 177FW/PA.



Michael L. Cunniff, commander of the 108th Air Refuel-

ing Wing, was promoted to Brigadier General in a

ceremony was held at The Club, McGuire Air Force Base

on Aug. 2.

Super Wing has new General
Photos and story by Staff Sgt. Barbara Harbison, 108ARW/PA

Seeing stars.  Newly minted Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff (center) has his stars pinned on

by his wife Diane (right) and Maj. Gen. Glenn K. Rieth (left), The Adjutant General of New

Jersey, on Aug. 2.

Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff receives his final set of stars from his children - son Christopher

(left) and daughters Alecia (second from right) and Lauren (right).

G  u  a  r  d  l  i  f  e
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Airmen from the 177th Fighter Wing were honored at

the 21st Red, White and Blueberry Festival on July 1

in Hammonton.
Wing Airmen have served in Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait,

Qatar, Yemen, Uzbekistan, Djibouti as well as other locations

around the world.  Nearly every military career field at the

wing has been deployed in support of Operations Iraqi Free-

dom and Enduring Freedom.

Led by Maj. Gen. Glenn K. Rieth, Brig. Gen. Maria Falca-

Dodson and Col. Randall S. King the Airmen marched to the

Festival’s grounds near the Hammonton elementary school.

After listening to speeches by Congressman Frank A. LoBiondo,

2nd District, New Jersey and local officials, the Airmen spent

the rest of the day enjoying concerts, displays, and of course

blueberries.

AAAAAIRMENIRMENIRMENIRMENIRMEN     HONOREDHONOREDHONOREDHONOREDHONORED

ATATATATAT F F F F FESTIVALESTIVALESTIVALESTIVALESTIVAL
Photos and story by Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen, 177FW/PA

AAAAAIRMENIRMENIRMENIRMENIRMEN     HONOREDHONOREDHONOREDHONOREDHONORED

ATATATATAT F F F F FESTIVALESTIVALESTIVALESTIVALESTIVAL
Photos and story by Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen, 177FW/PA



For many Soldiers, being proficient

with a firearm is a necessary task for

keeping fit to fight.  For some, it can

be a daunting endeavor requiring

hours of practice.

But for a select few, proficiency is

only a starting point, and the hours of

practice put in are needed not to meet

the standard, but to blow it away.

Service members from this elite

group of sharpshooters gathered at Fort

Dix June 22-24 to compete in the New

Jersey National Guard’s 2007 Adjutant

General’s Combat Championships.

The event consisted of three

matches: Precision Combat Rifle, Com-

bat Service Pistol and Combat Service

Pistol EIC (Excellence In Competition).

Nearly three-dozen shooters aimed for

perfection in a competition where a frac-

tion of an inch could separate the win-

ners from the losers.

Maj. Ken Kurtz, 108th Air Refueling Wing, placed first in

the rifle match, while Tech. Sgt. Donald Smith of that same unit

took first place in both the pistol and EIC matches and third in

the rifle match.  The 108th also won as a team for all three

matches, aided by the contribution of 108th member Lt. Col.

Andrew Kuhtik, who took sec-

ond place in the EIC match.

First Lt. Benjamin Stoner,

250th Brigade Support Bat-

talion placed second in the

rifle match and third in the

pistol match. He credits his

success to a lifetime of shoot-

ing.

“I began my familiariza-

tion with firearms when I was

10 and my father used to take

me shotgun hunting after I

completed the N.J. Hunter

Education Safety Course,” he

explained. “My father took the

time to show me the proper

handling, operation, aiming and firing of a firearm.”

“Good Army Marksmanship training, however, is what

helped me to hone in on my skills and become a better

marksman,” he added.

For Stoner, this competition is one in a long line dating

back to his youth.  “My first shooting competition was a “turkey

shoot” at the Moose Lodge in Jackson, where I beat all the

adults and took home the turkey for Thanksgiving dinner,” he

recalled.  “When I was 16, I competed in a National Police

Explorer Youth Pistol Com-

petition in Boulder, Colo.,

where I placed sixth overall,

and first in rapid fire, out of

about 3,000 competitors.”

  The AG competition still

presented a challenge. “Firing

with a weapon not perfectly

zeroed and dealing with the

10- to 15-MPH wind had to

be the most challenging part

of this competition,” he said.

   “Everything else went

smoothly, thanks to the great

efforts of the organizers, sup-

port staff, and guest instruc-

tors from the N.Y. Army

National Guard Marksmanship Team.”

Rounding out the competition were Sgt. 1st Class Andrzej

Ropel, who placed second in the pistol match, and Sgt. Donald

Seymour, who took third in the EIC match.

G  u  a  r  d  l  i  f  e 10

Sharpshooters compete in TAG Match
Photo and story by Sgt. Shawn Morris, 444MPAD

Army and Air Guard marksmen participated in the New Jersey National Guard’s 2007

Adjutant General’s Combat Championships at Fort Dix on June 22-24.

Results at a glance
Precision Combat Rifle

1st: Maj. Ken Kurtz, 108th Air Refueling Wing

2nd: 1st Lt. Benjamin Stoner, 250th Brigade Support Battalion

3rd: Tech. Sgt. Donald Smith, 108th Air Refueling Wing

Combat Service Pistol

1st: Tech. Sgt. Donald Smith, 108th Air Refueling Wing

2nd: Sgt. 1st Class Andrzej Ropel, 2nd Battalion 113th Infantry

3rd: 1st Lt. Benjamin Stoner, 250th Brigade Support Battalion

Combat Service Pistol EIC (Excellence In Competition)

1st: Tech. Sgt. Donald Smith, 108th Air Refueling Wing

2nd: Lt. Col. Andrew Kuhtik, 108th Air Refueling Wing

3rd: Sgt. Donald Seymour, 2nd Battalion, 104th Aviation
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The National Guard Militia Museum of New

Jersey and Belmar Elementary School participated

in a special event as part of National Military

Appreciation Month.

Museum, school honor troops
By Carol Fowler, National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey

Spc. Gabriela Pereira (left) and Sgt. Brad Trowbridge (right) hold a packet

of letters supporting American troops at home and abroad.  The letters

were presented by Belmar Elementary School fourth graders from Susan

Smith and Patricia Monahan's classes.  Photo courtesy of the Coast Star

Newspaper, Manasquan, N.J.

Spouses promoted to Sergeant Major
Photo and story by Kryn P. Westhoven, NJDMAVA/PA

Ever since they married fourteen years ago the military

careers of Lisa and Harold Homan have mirrored each

other in rank and responsibility.  And now these two

New Jersey Army National Guard Soldiers share the

rank of Sergeant Major as they were promoted together

recently at the Guard’s Joint Forces Headquarters on

Fort Dix
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Governor welcomes home Troops
Photos by Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen, NJDMAVA/PA

Maj. Michael A. Bobinis (left to right), Sgt. Brian S. Venerick, 1st

Sgt. Raymond H. Hoffman, Command Sgt. Maj. Richard Vander

Clute, Sgt. 1st Class Steven S. Austin, Master Sgt. Alexandro

Estrada and Spc. David H. Gaines watch as Governor Jon S.

Corzine, Commander-in-Chief of the New Jersey National Guard,

holds aloft a volleyball following the game between the Sol-

diers and Airmen who deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq.  Gov-

ernor Corzine held a party for New Jersey National Guard

Airmen and Soldiers who had deployed in support of Operation's

Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom, along with their families

at the Governor's mansion, Drumthwacket, in Princeton on July

28.  By the way, the final score was Afghanistan 22, Iraq 20.
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With 70 percent of

the earth covered

in water you would

think that every

state National

Guard unit would

have its own water

treatment unit.

Soldiers get feet wet in training session
By Staff Sgt. Joe Donnelly, 444MPAD

Michael Furrey (left), Operating License Instructor for the New Jersey Water Association explains checking

for water quality to Soldiers of the 154th Water purification and Distribution Company at Sea Girt.  Photo by

Sgt. 1st Class Kryn P. Westhoven, 444tMPAD.

ROWPU - The Army's Water
Prime Mover

Reverse Osmosis Water Purification Units

(ROWPU), use raw water taken from rivers, oceans,

lagoons or any other water source and puts it

through four different filtration processes.  The

filtered water is then treated with chlorine to

sterilize it in the final stage of purification before

it is piped to storage containers for Soldiers’ use.
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From Feb. 24 to March 3, 90 members of the 177th

Fighter Wing including pilots, crew chiefs,

maintainers, munitions and weapons loaders, de-

ployed to Tyndall AFB, Fla., to hone their craft at

Combat Archer 07-02.

“Forty-six sorties were flown during the week

and not a single mission was canceled due to

equipment problems,” stated Lt. Col. Yarko Sos,

Commander, 119th Fighter Squadron.  “This is a

PIL
OT
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By Lt. Col. John DiDonna, Director of Opera-

tions, 119th Fighter Squadron

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Richard Mercado, 83rd

Fighter Weapons, Tyndall AFB, Fla.

true testament to the outstanding efforts of all the

deployed personnel.”

During the deployment, pilots were able to fire

live air-to-air missiles at drones.  This training is

critical because it provides pilots with the neces-

sary weapon system experience, especially with an

upcoming Air Expeditionary Force deployment.

In addition, the pilots fought in air combat train-

ing against F-15s to sharpen air-to-air skills and

flew simulated homeland defense missions.

“For all involved, the Combat Archer deploy-

ment was an overwhelming success and a true

reflection of the outstanding performers within the

177th Fighter Wing,” observed Sos.
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Maj. John F. “Jack”

O’Connell, Deputy Staff

Judge Advocate, 108th Air

Refueling Wing, was re-

cently named the recipi-

ent of the U.S. Air Force

Award for the Outstand-

ing Reserve/Guard JAG for

2006.

108th JAG top Guard/Reserve JAG
By Staff Sgt. Barbara Harbison, 108ARW/PA
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For members of the Army Guard’s 110th

Engineers Utilities Detachment (EUD)

based in Tuckerton, their annual train-

ing might have sounded like a govern-

ment funded vacation. Their two weeks

in Belize was certainly exotic, but was

far from a vacation as one could get.

Engineers head from Jersey Shore to Belize
By Kryn P. Westhoven, NJDMAVA/PA

Soldiers from the 110th Engineers Utilities Detachment prepare an area for tents

during Operation Tradewinds-Belize.  Photo courtesy 110EUD.
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News Guard Families Can Use
Compiled by the Guardlife Staff

Family Readiness Grant Program
From the New Jersey State Family Readiness Council

Family Grants are available to New Jersey Guard

members who have been mobilized longer than 90-

days within a one-year period, and their families must

be experiencing financial hardship.

108th Air Refueling Wing

Jersey City Armory

Lawrenceville Armory

Morristown Armory

Pomona NJNG FAC

Somerset Armory

Teaneck Armory

Toms River Armory

Woodbury Armory

Family Assistance Centers

Our Toll Free Number is 1-888-859-0352

Correction
On page 21 of the March 2007 issue of Guardlife

in the caption for the photo "108th gets new

Command Chief" incorrectly stated that Command

Chief Master Sgt. Vincent P. Morton was the first

African-American command chief master sergeant

in the history of the New Jersey Air National

Guard.

In fact, Chief Master Sgt. Albert Williams also

from the 108th was the first African-American

Command Chief Master Sergeant.

Further, the first African-American Senior En-

listed Advisor (this position later became the

Command Chief Master Sergeant) for New Jersey

was Chief Master Sgt. Matthew Vaughn.
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NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. - “There are two of them.  One

has a bald head and a grey T-shirt, and the other guy has

a dark hat on.”

Real world trainReal world trainReal world trainReal world trainReal world traininginginginging

Story and photo Sgt 1st Class Robert Stephenson, NJDMAVA/PA

New Jersey National Guard Provides Support To Civil Authorities

A 1-104th Services and Support Battalion UH-60 Blackhawk

deposits a Middlesex County Special Operations Reaction Team

in the middle of the Rutgers University New Brunswick campus

during a hostage scenario.  The exercise involved numerous state

and local law enforcement teams, which may be called upon to

work together on short notice during a real terrorist threat.
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CONCERTS, WAVES, DIVERSITY AND YOUTH CAMP
SHORT ROUNDS

Pre-flight brief
Chief Warrant Officer 2 John Sodimon (left), 2-104th Services

Support Battalion, explains the controls of a UH-60 Blackhawk

to camper Jelisa Torres during the 13th Annual New Jersey

National Guard Youth Camp at the National Guard Training

Center in Sea Girt on Aug. 2.  Photo by Spc. Mark O'Rear,

444MPAD.

Unity Day serenade
Spc. Jacqueline Rivera-Buie (left), 250th Brigade Support Battal-

ion is serenaded during the Unity Day celebration on June 14, at

the Joint Training & Training Development Center on Fort Dix.  This

year’s event, “Many Cultures, One Flag” highlighted the different

ethnic and special emphasis groups represented in the New

Jersey National Guard to enhance cross-cultural awareness har-

mony among all members of the New Jersey National Guard.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Jason Hilliard, 108ARW/PA.

Splish, splash
Capt. Jason Halvorsen, a pilot with the 177th Fighter Wing, uses

his mirror to signal for help during water survival training at Six

Flags Hurricane Harbor in Jackson on July 17.  The United States

Coast Guard water survival specialists along with wing pilots

trained at Hurricane Harbor because the wave pool gave a greater

degree of realism to the training than a swimming pool.  Photo by

Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen, 177FW/PA.

Jammin' at SG
Members of the 63rd Army Band sax section jam during  an

evening of music on July 6 at the National Guard Training

Center in Sea Girt.  Under the baton of Chief Warrant Officer

2 Durinda Garrison, the 37 Soldiers filled the evening with

music ranging from standards to rock.  The Soldier-musicians

rearranged themselves into everything from a full orchestra

to a Motown R&B band..  Photo by Lt. Col. James Garcia,

NJDMAVA/PAO.
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New Jersey National Guar
NEW JERSEY ARMY

NATIONAL GUARD
To Sergeant Major (E-9):

To First Sergeant (E-8):

To Master Sergeant (E-8):

To Sergeant First Class

(E-7):

To Staff Sergeant (E-6):

To Sergeant (E-5):

To Private (E-2):

To Specialist (E-4):

To Private First Class

(E-3):
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Guard Enlisted Promotions

NEW JERSEY AIR

NATIONAL GUARD

To Chief Master Sergeant

(E-9):

To Senior Master

Sergeant (E-8):

To Master Sergeant (E-7):

To Technical Sergeant

(E-6):

To Staff Sergeant (E-5):

To Senior Airman (E-4):

To Airman First Class

(E-3):

To Airman (E-2):

To Airman Basic (E-1):

Congratulations

To All!

Compiled by Master Sgt.

Daniel J.  Calderale

(Army)

and Master Sgt.

Paul B. Thompson, Jr. (Air)
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