
SIXTH ANNUAL MESS~GE 

GOVERNOR BRENDAN BYR~E 

JANUARY 8.1 1980 

NEW JERSEY IS A BETTER PLACE AT THE END OF THE SEVENTIES THAN 

IT \'lAS TEN YEARS AGO I IT TOOK SOi'lE DO ING.I 1::ITH HELP FROf\1 EVERYBODY: 

. THE· LEGISLATURE., THE PEOPLE., AND THE GOVERNOR, 

1 CAN. SAY HONESTLY THAT THE OUTGOING LEGISLATURE DEVELOPED Ati
 

OUTSTANlJING RECORD AND HAS PROBABLY THE BEST IN NEHJERSEY HISTORY.
 

THAT DOESN'T MEAN IT HASWT LEFT SO;'iE PP.OBLH1S FOR YOU.
 

THE LEGISLATURE ALREADY HAS Tp.CKLED AND RESOLVED f!lANY OF TIlE
 

PROBLEHS HH I CH THE NEYl YORK LEG ISLATURE) FOR EXAf~iPLE., IS STILL FI\CING
 

THIS YEAk; LIKE PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCING J PRO?ERTY TAX REFORM.I PUBLIC
 

fll~ANCI NG OF ELECT Iml CAi1PAI Gr~S" CAS INO G~}0LI NG" COURT REFORfl, VIED I CAID
 

FUNDIi'IG OF ABORTION J AND TRAr~SPORTATIOt~ FUNDING.
 

AND NEVI JERSEY CAN BE AN EVGi BETTER PLACE AT THE END OF THE 
IGHTlES I 

\'JE SHARE THE RESpmlSlBlLITY O~ K;'IO'dIUG THAT NEH JERSEY IN HIE r'lEXT 

C/\iJE \-II LL LARGELY BE WIAT \'!E i,,'ANT IT TO BE I HE POSSESS THE TOOLS TO 

I.LD) TO PLAN AND TO PRESERVE. AND HE HAVE BEGUn TO USE TtIOSE TOOLS. 

_.. .- .. " 
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IN THE PRJ NTED COPY OF NY ~lESSAGE HH ICH YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU J 

HAVE PRESENTED A FULLER PICTURE OF rw HOPES FOR THE STATE'S FUTURE. r'10ST 
OF YOU THfNK I l'1AKE BETTER READING THAN LISTUIHIG J SO I'D JUST LIKE TO .. 

SKETCH BRIEFLY SOnE OF THE PROBLH1S AND OPPORTUNITIES HHICH ARE BEFORE 

US. '. f-lJHGE--YOU TO READ-·THE ENTI RE TEXL OR AT LEAST LOOK AT THE.PICTURES. 

I DO NOT ADVOCATE THAT EVERYTHHIG CHANGE IN THE rlEXT THLYEARS. 

IN 1990: 

-- HE WI LL STI LL HAVE PINELANDS HH ICH ft,RE PRISTINE ANDUNP.A'lAGED.• 

-- AND CLEAN \~ATER AND CLEANER \;iATER. 

-- WE WILL HAVE AIR WE CAN BREATHE;AND NOT AIR WE CAN SEE. 

-- AND OFFICIALS WE CAN TRUST, 

AND STANDARDS TO INSIST ON CONTINUED HIGH PERFOR~'iANCE LEVELS BY 

PUBLI C OFF ICIALS I AND PUBLI C FUi'mIN.G·.DE~CRITICAL.CAt1PAI GNS TOPRQf10TE. 

IHDEPENDENCE FROM SPECIAL INTERESTS. 

OUR COf'lNITMENT TO EDUCAT! ON ALSO HI LL BE GRE.t\TER. ALREADY IN 

THIS ADi'·lINISTRATION \~E HAVE Cor1i~lITTEDOVER ONE BILLIDrl .STATEDOLLJ\RS r·1QPF
_._--~. ~ 

. . . 

TO EDUCATIGrL FOR A TOTAL OF $1.5 BILUml DOLLARS. 

BUT \IE HHO SUPPORT QUALITY EDUCATION AS ESSENTI~.L TO OUR FUTURE 

SHOULD RECOGNIZE THAT WE CAN BE MORE EFFICIENT IN MAKING OUR MASSIVE 
OLLAR COivjj"lIHIENT HORK FOR OUR CH ILOREn. 
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WHERE THERE IS WASTE WHICH CAN BE E~IMINATEDJ I ASK YOU 
TO LOOK HARD AT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. 

UNLESS HE CAN SHm~ THE PUBLI CTHAT OUR SPENDING BRINGS 
RESULTS IN THE FORi'1 OF BETTER EDUCATImL THE NEH DECADE HILL SEE 
AGROWING CYNICISM FROM TAXPAYERS AND PARENTS WHO SEE COSTS RISE 
WHILE THE NUMBERS OF STUDENTS AND THEIR TEST SCORES FALL. 

IN THE SEVENTIES HE HAVE SEEN i'iORE COLLEGES IN NEH JERSEY 
EDUCATING HORE NEH JERSEY PEOPLE. HE HAVE AFLOURISHING r~EDICAL _ 
SCHOOl l ONE OF T~lE FINEST IN THE COUNTRY. AND WE HAVE ACOMMITMtNT 
TO r~EDICAL EDUCATION IN SOUTH JERSEY MW APROGRAtt:TO f'lAKE HEDICAL . 
SERVICES AVAILABLE IN ALL AREAS OF THE STATE. 

NEH JERSEY HAS ADVANCED DRAr-IATI CALLY IN THE PAST TEN YEARS. 

WHETHER THE GIANTS WIN OR LOSEI THEY DO IT IN NEW JERSEY~ 

AS DO THE COSMOS J 

AS DO THE NETSI 
AS HI Ll AHOCKEY TEArt CIRCUSJ AND OTHER POPULAR ATTRACTlmis 

IN THE NEW ARENA. 

THE GLAr,10UR OF ATLJ\NTIC CITY EP-Q\'!S EACH DAY. 

OUT-OF-STATE TOURISTS ATTRACTED FIRST TO ATLANTIC CITY HAVE 
ACHANCE TO SEE THE REST OF NEH JERSEY ft,ND RE/\LIZE lJHY ~~E TAKE ABACK 
SEAT TO NO ONEI OR TO NO PLACE. 

- . .-." 
~ I 
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I'JE Nmr SEE NE\~ JERSEY \WRKING CLOSELY ~'!ITH APRESIDENT HHO HAS 
SHOWN CONCERN FOR OUR CITIES AND WHO HAS HELPEP US WITH HOUSING .. SEWAGE 
TREATpiENT PLANTS .. i1ASS TRANSIT FUNDING .. CANCER PROGRI\jilS .. AND ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES. 

\'JE HAVE HORKED HITH PRESIDENT CARTER AND PRESIDENT CP,RTER HAS 
HOKKED HITH US. 

I AM OPTIMISTIC ABOUT NEW JERSEY. 

AND TOGETHER WE FACE ANEW DECADE.. WITH NEW CHALLENGES .. AND 
STILL DISTANT HORIZONS. 

OUR ABILITY TO MEET OUR FUTURE GOALS IS THREATENED MOST 
CRITICALLY BY JHE RELATED PROBLErlS OF INFLATION AND ENERGY . 

. UNLESS WE CAN CONTROL THESE RISING COSTS .. IT WILL BECOME· 
INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO FIND THE RESOURCES HE NEED TO BUILD HOUSING 
FOR OUR FAi'1ILIES .. NEH OFFICES AND STORES IN OUR CITIES MiD NUl PLANTS 
FOR OUR BUSINESSES. 

THIS DECADE WILL SEE GREATER USE OF COGENERATION .. BETTER 
INSULATION) GREATER USE OF SOLAR P.ND STRO~lGER EFFORTS TO CONSERVE. 

ENCOURAGE LEGISLATIVE INCENTIVES TO ENCOURAGE THESE GOALS. 

i 

\ 
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WE HAVE UNKNQl.m QUANTITI ES OF TOXI C HASTE DANGEROUSLY 

INSULTING OUR ENVIRONMENT" AND WE HAVE BEGUN THE HUNT AND THE 

PROCESS OF CLEAN I NG UP AND SEEKI NG OUT THE RESPONS IBLE CULPRITS·." 

NO CRlt1E ON OUR BOOKS IS r~ORE DASTARDLY THAN THE POISONING

OF OUR SOIL" OR OUR AIR J OR OUR WATERS, 

WE HAVE IN OUR STATE A CORPS OF SENIOR CITIZENS WHO CAN~ 

AND SHOULD BE J A VITAL AND USEFUL PART OF OUR COMMUNITY -

RECYCLED TEENAGERS} ONE TOLD ME HE WANTED TO BE CALLED, 

OUR" SENIORS ARE ENTITLED TO BE PROTECTED FROf1 THE RAVAGES 

OF INFLATION IN HOUSING} ENERGY COSTS" AND TRANSPORTATION"," YOU 

HAVE CREATED A PHARr1ACEUTICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAf1 FOR THE AGED} A 

UTILITY /ILIFELINE" CREDIT PROGRNL A SPECIAL H0I1ESTEAD REBATE,," AND 

OTHER PROGRAMS, 

NOH CQJ\lflISSIONER GM'13ACCINI f1UST FIND A HAY TO ALLOH OUR 

SENIORS TO USE HIS SOON-TO-BE-ACnUIRED NE\~ BUSES FARE FREE"," 

OUR STREETS r'1UST BE ~IADE SAFER IN THE EI GHTI ES, A SPEEDY 

TRIAL AND SWIFT PUNISHMENT FOR SERIOUS CRIMES ARE BOTH RIGHTS AND 

DUTIES OF OUR SOCIETY, 

--" 
\ , 
\. 
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THE ATTORNEY GE~ERAL AND THE CH IEF Jl'STI CE HfNE DEVELOPED 

AN INNOVATIVE SPEEDY TRIAL PROGRAM WHICH WE WILL IMPLEMENT THIS 

YEAR HITH THE AID OF SOPHISTICATED Co;.'PUTER TECHNOLOGY TO INSURE 

THE PROjl1PT ADi'1INISTRf\TION OF JUSTICE. 

IF HE CAN GUARt\NTEE FAIR AND SPEEDY TRIALS) AND CERlf\IN 

PUNISHMENT FOR THE CRIMINAL) WE WILL GO FAR TOWARD OUR GOALS OF 

HAKI NG OUR CIT I ES J TO\'l~lS AND HOMES S,llJE Arm SECURE FOR THE NH~ 

DECADE, 

I AM CONF IDENT THAT NEH JERSEY I S YOUW; PEOPLE VII LL CONTH1UE 

TO ~'IARRANT OUR PRIDE DURING THE 1980'S" BUT THOSE HHO U~!DERSTAND 

THEIR OBLIGATIONS TO SOCIETY AND STILL cmlTHWE TO Corv1~iIT VIOLFNT 

CRIMES MUST BE DEALT WITH FIRMLY. 

THE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE SUFFER THE SAME PAIN REGARDLFSS OF 

THE AGE OF THEIR ATTACKER, 

I SUPPORT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S EFFORTS TO TRE~T AS ADULT 

O~FENDERS THE FEW JUVENILES WHO ARE INCAPABLE OF BEING DETERRED 

FROM REPEATED ACTS OF VIOLENCE. 
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THE BEST rlINDS IN LAil ENFORCEr':E~H \'lITH FULL CITIZENS' 

COOPERiHION HAVE GOT TO f"JAKE FREEDOn FRO;'; FEAR P. FUNDAr·1ENT,LJ,L RIGHT' 

OF NEVI JERSEY CITIZENS AND CITIZENS r-iljST BE r'1ADE PART OF THE LA'd 

ENFORCEMENT EFFORT, 

GOOD POLICE MORALE AND DECENT POLICE WAGES ARE CORNERSTONES 

OF ANY PROGRAfvl. AND POLICE ['1UST FACE THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TO MERIT, 

PUBLI C RESPECT I 

HE START WITH A GOOD NEH CRHHN.~L CODE PJm A PAROLE REFOPJ1 

LA~L I NEED YOUR HELP IN FIGHTING THOSE PEOPLE \JHO DO NOT THINK HE 

NEED NORE PRISON SPACES, 

NO JUDGE IN NEH JERSEY SHOULD EVER H,4VE TO LET M1YONE OUT OF 

JAIL JUST BECAUSE WE DON'T HAVE THE ROO~ TO KEEP HIM IN. 

IN THE 1980'S) WE MUST BE ABLE TO GET WHERE WE WANT TO GO 

IN I~Ei'l JERSEY, 

OUR PREDECESSORS BELIEVED THAT PEOPLE FROf'1 NHI JERSEY ONLY 

~~ANTED TO GO TO NEW YORK AND PH I U,DELPH I.~) AND OUR TRAl'lSPORTATION 

SYSTEM WAS SO DESIGNED, 

IN BERGEN COUNTY TODAY) THE FASTEST WAY TO GO BY BUS FROM 

O~E COMMUNITY TO ANOTHER IS THROUGH ~EW YORK CITY. 

HE ARE GOING TO REDESIGN OUR TPu4~iSIT SYSTErJ SO THAT PEOPLE 

CAN GO FROM NEW JERSEY TO NEW JERSEY FO~ A CHANGE. 

_ •. - *--' .- 
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LET'S LOOK IN THIS DECADE AT THE IRRATIONAL BURDEN HE HAVE 
PLACED ON THE t1UNICIPALITIES} ESPECIALLY OUR URBAN AREAS. 

IN NDIARK) \'IE 'VE TAKEN TWO-TH IRDS OF THE LAND OFF THE TAX 
ROLLS) r~ADE THE CITY RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS HELFARE LOAD AND CAPPED 
ITS SPENDING. 

I SUGGEST WE LOOK TO ALL OUR STATE AID FORMULAS AND MAKE 
THEM RATIONALLY CORRESPOND TO NEED) AND I SUGGEST THAT THE JfELFARE 
BURDEN BELONGS TO ALL OF US} NOT JUST TO THOSE OF US WHO OWN 
PROPERTY IN ACITY. AND OUR CAP LAWS SHOULD PROMOTE EFFICIENCY 
IN OUR COMMUNITIES BUT NOT CHOKE THEM TO DEATH. 

EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES: 

HERE ARE SOME INITIATIVES FOR THE EIGHTIES: 

-- ANEW STATE OFFICE BUILDING IN NEWARK. 
-- ACTION ON THE HUDSON HATERFRONT STUDY CONfYlISS ION'S 

RECOr1r1ENDATIONS HHICH ARE DUE SHORTLY. 
-- CAREFUL AND ORDERLY DEVELOPrlENT OF THE MEADOHLANDS 

CONSISTENT WITH THE NEEDS OF OUR OLDER CITIES. 
-- CONS IDERAT ION OF ACor~~iUN ITY DEVELOPr1ENT BOND ISSUE 

OR OTHER EFFORTS TO ASS IST FINANC IALLY IN DOI'1NTO\'m DEVELOPf'1ENTS', 

- _0";'" _ " 
~ 
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TO HELP ('1AKE NEH JERSEY r·10RE APPEALING AND ENTERTAINING.. 
vIE NEED TO: 

-- EXPAND THE JURISDICTION OF THE SPORTS AND EXPOSITION 
AUTHORITY TO UNDERTAKE MORE VARIED PROJECTS. 

-- MAKE AFINAL JUDGMENT ON REBUILDING THE GARDEN STATE 
RACETRACK, 

-- IMPROVE ENTERTAINMENT AND CULTURAL FACILITIES) INCLUDING 
\HNTERlZATION OF THE GARDEN STATE ARTS CENTER. 

-- PRorilOTE Af''lOVIE AND TELEVISION PRODUCTION Cm1PLEX, 

TO MEET THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF SOUTHERN ,NEW JERSEY.. WE MUST: 
-- If1PROVE STATE AND LOCAL EFFORTS TO. HEET THE NEEDS 

FOR HOUSING .. TRANSPORTATION) AND OTHER FACILITIES IN ATLANTIC CITY. 
-- FINALIZE DECISIONS CONCERNING EXPANSION OF THE PATCO HIGH 

SPEED LINE, 
-- PROMOTE THE REDEVELOPMENT OF NAFEC AS AN INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT, 
-- SOLVE PROBLEMS SUCH AS TRANSPORTATION IN ATLP.NTIC CITY 

m AREGIONAL NOT ALOCAL BASIS, . . 

IN ORDER TO MAKE NEW JERSEY GOVERNMENT MORE EFFECTIVE AND 
EFFICIENT.. I RECOMMEND: 

-- SPENDING CAPS ON INDEPENDENT MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES AND 
OTHER INDEPENDENT AGENCIES SPENDING TAXPAYERS' MONEY, 

-- LEGISLATION TO STRENGTHEN THE CREDIT RATING OF LOCAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS AS WE ALREADY HAVE HITH THE MUNICIPAL QUALIFIED 
BOND ACT. 
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-- CONTIrWED CONSOLIDATION AND ELIi'lINATION OF EXCESS BOAPJ)S.I 

COMMISSIONS AND AUTHORITIES, 

-- REORGANIZATION OF THE STATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM., 

TO TARGET THAT PROGRAN TO AREAS OF UNErljPLOW1ENT AND REHAB I LI TAT ION 

NEED. 

I URGE THAT NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANTS \mICH H~,VE BEEN FOUND 

TO BE SAFE SHOULD BE ALLOHED TO OPER,~TE. HHERE ENVIRONr'1ENT,4LLY POSSIBLE., 

r·l0RE COAL SHOULD BE USED IN ELECTRI C GENERATING, 

FURTHER.I HE NUST TAKE ACTION PRO~1PTLY TO DIVERT nUCH OF THE 

GROHTH IN THE UTILITIES GROSS RECEIPTS TAX FOR STATEHIDE·USES. HE 

HAVE DELAYED LONG ENOUGH IN TAKING THAT STEP. 

THE SENATE HAS APPROVED A REP.SONABLE PLAN FOR REVISHlG ' 

THE UTILITIES'GROSS RECEIPTS TAX, 

I LOOK FOR EARLY ACTION BY BOTH HOUSES ON ,SUCH A PROPOSAL., 

SO MUNICIPALITIES CAN ADEQUATELY PLAN THEIR BUDGETS FOR THIS YEAR. 

ALSO I AM DISAPPOINTED THAT WE HAVE NOT COME TO FINAL AGREEMErlT 

ON A r'IEANINGFUL P,UTO INSURANCE REFOR,'] PROGRM1. THIS CArl PJm SHOULD BE 

CCOi-'iPLISHED Nml ON A PRIORITY BASIS. 

PEOPLE ARE PAY I NG HIGHER PRHlI Ui''iS; FEHER MiD Fa!ER CO:'1PNH ES 

E WRITING POLICIES., AS WE LET THE SITUATION GO FROM WORSE TO "WORSER." 

...... - - --- - - --" .. ,/'- --. ' 
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I DON'T BELIEVE THE LEGISLATIVE EFFORT THIS PAST WEEK 

PIDEQUATELY ADDRESSED THE PROBLHJ., AND I HILL NOT APPROVE LEGISLATION 

HH ICHPRETENDS A SOLUTI ON \i!H ICH IT DOES NDT REALLY ACCmiPLI SH·, 

IN OTHER WORDS J IT DOESN/T DO THE JOB . 

...-. -~_-
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THE OUTGOING LEGISLATURE rt~DE AN EFFORT TO ADDRESS AVERY REAL
 
SHORTFALL IN THE UPCOMING STATE BUDGET. I HAVE SIGNED THE CORPORATE
 
TAX INCREASE.
 

THE ACTION TAKEN SO FAR} HOAEVER} IS NOT ADEQUATE TO r1EET THE .
 
~EEDS OF OUR STATE AND WE FACE TOUGH DECISIONS IN THE UPCONING BUDGET
 
PROCESS.
 

I WILL ADDRESS THAT ISSUE IN THE BUDGET ft1ESSAGE AT THE END OF 
. THIS MONTH. .. 

IN THE PAST} NEW JERSEY HAD AREPUTATION FOR FAILING TO COME
 
·TO GRIPS WITH ITS PROBLEMS.
 

THE STATE GOVERNMENT AND THE LEGISL~TURE PROCRASTINATED AND FOUND 
EXCUSES FOR INACTION WHILE THE STATE LACKED ADEQUATE HOSPITALS} COLLEGES} . 
AND OTHER FACILITIES I 

THE STATE'S SENSE OF IDENTITY - ,n.ND OUR CONFIDENCE IN OU~SELVES
UFFERED AS HE SAH OUR RESIDENTS AND OUR CHILDREN GO OUT-OF-STATE FOR 

ESSENTIAL SERVICES. 

YET IN THE LAST FHI YEARS VIE HAVE DEP,LT HITH - AND TO AGREP,T 

ENT - SOLVED PROBLEi% OF BASIC FISCAL REFORi-L ENVIROW<1ENTAL PROTECTION} 
fUNINAL LAi·/ REVISION} HORKr·1EWS COhPENSATION AND OTHER ISSUES HHJCH FOR 
00 LONG HAD BEEN DEFERRED. 

I BELIEVE THAT T~IE DEBATE WHICH WE HAVE JUST EXPERIENCED IN THE 
SING HOURS OF THE LAST LEGISLATURE SESSIon Nm/ GIVES us I~ CRITICAL 

01CE. 

\ 
\ 
\ 
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THIS LEGISLATURE ~lUST CHOOSE \'lHETHER YOU v!ISH TO RETUPJ~ TO 

THE YEARS OF INACTION O~ ESSENTIAL PROBLHiS HHILE HE ARGUE ABOUT 

'FINANCESJ OR DEAL HITH THESE ISSUES PROilPTLY MID DECISIVELY. . 

~/E HAVE HORK TO DO ON PROBLEfI'iS nORE H1PORTANT THAN H\XES. 

NEVI JERSEY HAS A CONTI NU I tlG conCERN FOR THE POORJ THE ILL 

AND THE YOUNG WHO HAVE NOT YET SHARED IN THE BENEFITS OF OUR SOCIETY. 

WE INITIATED THE LIFELINE PROGRAM IN 1979 WITH THE USE OF CASINO REVENUES 

TO HELP SENIOR CITIZENS AND HANDICAPPED CITIZENS STAY HARf·1 IN THE \·!HJTER. 

IN 1980 J I HILL SUPPORT A STATE CONSTITUTIONAL l1J1ENDH1Ef!T .HHICH 

WILL ALLOH (''lORE FLEXIBLE USE OF CAS INO REVENUES SO THP.T THE FULL R4NGE 

OF LEGITHiATE NEEDS OF SENIOR CITIZENS AND THE HANDICAPPED CAN BE 

DRESSED IN THE NEW DECADE. 

AND FI NALLY.. NEVI JERSEY r~EEDS A TELEVI SI ON STAT IOi'L HE NEED 

VHF TELEVISION STATION IN THIS STATE. 

THE CAVALIER ATTITUDE OF THE FCC ON THIS ISSUE BORDERS ON 

ROGA~CE, NEW JERSEY SHOULD BE SERVED BY A NEW JERSEY VHF TELEVISION 

AlION, PERIOD. 

. "-- .., .-.. " \--'- ._.- .' . 
\ 
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OUR JOURNEY IS A COMMON ONE. 

LEr S DECIDE TOGETHER \'tHAT HE \:JANT JOR NEHJERSEY AND· 

WHAT WE DON'T. . ., 

LEP S SELECT AND EVALUATE PROGR~:'iS AND HORK TO. PUT THEr1 
IN PLACE. . .. 

. .. . 
- , .. 

THERE IS NOTH1NG f:10RE CRUEL AND ;·:E.~NnlGLESS FOR A· LEGISu\TURE 
. . 

TO DOTHAN TO GIVE i(1E GOOD PROGRAr-1S AND THEN REFUSE TO PAY FOR THEft 
... 

- .; 

LET'S GIVE PEOPLE HOPE J BUT NOT FALSE HOPE. 
. . 

- .' 

." 

.....' 

HE CAN BOAST ABOUT NEH JERSEY TODAY BECAUSE TOGETHER HE'VE 

COf'iE p, LONG HAY. 

AND AS DIZZY DEAN ONCE SAID J� 

HIT AIN'T BRAGGING J IF YOU DONE IT.p .',� 

THANK YOU. 

. _.
~ ._0' tI, 

--~- ---- ." -_." , 
\ 
\ 
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