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SIXTH ANNUAL MESSAGE | -
GOVERMNOR BRENDAN BYRAE

JANUARY §, 1980

NEW JERSEY 1S A BETTER PLACE AT THE END OF THE SEVENTIES THAN
| IT WAS TEN YEARS A6, IT TOOK SONE DOING, WITH HELP FROM EVERYBODY:
" THE LEGISLATURE, THE PEOPLE, AND THE GOVERNOR. ‘

i I CAN SAY HONESTLY THAT THE OUTGOISS LEGISLATURE DEVELOPED AN
. OUTSTANDING RECORD AND WAS PROBABLY THE BEST Ii NEW JERSEY HiSTORY.
* THAT DOESH'T MEAN IT HASN'T LEFT SOWE PROBLEHS FOR YOU,

, THE LEGISLATURE ALREADY HAS TACKLED AWD RESOLVED MANY OF THE
PROBLEFS WHICH THE NEW YORK LEGISLATURE, FOR EXANPLE, 1S STILL FACING

THIS YEAK; LIKE PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCING, PROPERTY TAX REFORW, PUBLIC
FINANCING OF ELECTION CAMPAIGHS, CASINO GAMBLING, COURT REFORM, MEDICAID
FUNDING OF ABORTION, AND TRANSPORTATICH FIXDING, |

, AND NEW JERSEY CA BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE AT THE END CF THE
EIGHTIES,

WE SHARE THE RESPOHSIBILITY OF KGHING THAT REW JERSEY It THE REXT
ECAUE 1L LARGELY BE WHAT WE SANT IT T0 BE, VE POSSESS THE T0OLS TO
ULLD, T PLAN AND TO PRESERVE. AND WE HAVE BEGUH TO USE THOSE ToOLS.
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I THE PRINTED COPY OF MY NESSAGE HICH YOU HAVE BEFOPE YOU, I
HAVE PRESENTED A FULLER PICTURE OF 1Y HOPES FOR THE STATE’S FUTURE. MOST
GF YOU THINK I MAKE BETTER READING THAN LISTEMING, SO I'D JUST LIKE T0
SKETCH BRIEFLY SOME OF THE PROBLENS AND OPPORTUNITIES WHICH ARE BEFORE
US. . I-URGE-YOU TO READ THE ENTIRE TEXT, OR AT LEAST LOOK AT THE PICTURES.

1 DO NOT ADVOCATE THAT EVERYTHINS CHANGE IN THE HEXT TEN YEARS,

IN 1990:

~~ VE WILL STILL HAVE PINELANDS WHICH ARE PRISTINE AND UNPAVAGED.

_~ AND CLEAN WATER AND CLEANER WATER,
= WE WILL HAVE AIR WE CAN BREATHE AMD NOT AIR WE CAH SEE.
= AND OFFICIALS WE CAN TRUST.

| AND STANDARDS TO INSIST ON CONTINUED HIGH PERFORMAMNCE LEVELS BY
.~ PUBLIC OFFICIALS. AND PUBLIC FUUDING OF .CRITICAL CAYPAIGNS TO PROMOTE =
. INDEPENDENCE FROM SPECIAL INTERESTS. 4 \ |

1 OUR COMMITMENT TO EDUCATION ALSC WILL BE GREATER. ALRFADY I
| THIS ADFINISTRATION WE HAVE COMMITTED OVER ONE BILLICH STATE LOLLARS FORE

;TU EDUCATION, FOR A TOTAL OF $1,5 BILLION DOLLARS,

u BUT WE WHO SUPPORT QUALITY EDUCATION AS ESSENTIAL TO OUR FUTURE
EHOULD RECOGNIZE THAT WE CAN BE MORE EFFICIENT I MAKING QUR MASSIVE
DOLLAR COMMITMENT WORK FOR OUR CHILDREM,
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WHERE THERE 1S WASTE WHICH CAN RE ELIMINATED, I ASK YOU
TO LOOK HARD AT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.

| UNLESS HE CAN SHOW THE PUBLIC THAT OUR SPENDING BRINGS
RESULTS IN THE FORM OF BETTER EDUCATION, THE NEW DECADE WILL SEE

A GROMING CYNICISH FROM TAXPAYERS AND PAZENTS WHO SEE COSTS RISE

WHILE THE NUMBERS OF STUDENTS AMD THEIR TEST SCORES FALL.

IN THE SEVENTIES WE HAVE SEEN rORE COLLEGES IN NEW JERSEY
EDUCATING MORE NEW JERSEY PEOPLE. WE RAYVE A FLOURISHING MEDICAL |
SCHOOL, ONE OF THE FINEST IN THE COUNTRY. AND WE HAVE A COrﬁITNENT_ .
T0 MEDICAL EDUCATION IN SOUTH JERSEY ArD A PROGRAM TO MAKE MEDICAL |
SERVICES AVAILABLE IN ALL AREAS OF THE STATE, ' '

NEH JERSEY HAS ADVANCED DRAMATICALLY IN THE PAST TEN YEARS,

HHETHER THE GIANTS WIN OR LOSE, THEY DO IT IN NEY JERSEY

AS DO THE COSMOS,

AS DO THE NETS,

AS WILL A HOCKEY TEAM, CIRCUS, AND OTHER POPULAR ATTRACTIONS
IN THE NEW ARENA, |

THE GLAMOUR OF ATLANTIC CITY €ROYS EACH DAY,
OUT-OF-STATE TOURISTS ATTRACTED FIRST TO ATLANTIC CITY HAVE |

| A CHANCE TO SEE THE REST OF NEW JERSEY AND REALTZE WHY WE TAKE A BACK
- SEAT TO NO ONE, OR TO NO PLACE.
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WE NOW SEE NEW JERSEY HORKING CLOSELY WITH A PRESIDENT WHO HAS
SHOMi! CONCERN FOR OUR CITIES AND WHO HAS HELPED US YITH HOUSING, SEWAGE
| TREATENT PLANTS, IASS TRANSIT FUNDING, CRCER PROGRATS, AD ENERGY
© . ALTERWATIVES, |

E HAVE WORKED WITH PRESIDENT CARTER AND PRESIDENT CARTER HAS
WORKED WITH US, , g

I A OPTIMISTIC ABOUT NEW JERSEY,

, AND TOGETHER WE FACE A NEM DECADE, WITH HEW CHALLENGES, AND
- STILL DISTAHT HORIZONS. |

'v OUR ABILITY TO MEET OUR FUTURE GOALS IS THREATENED MOST
3CRITICALLY BY -THE RELATED PROBLEMS OF INFLATION AND ENERGY.

! "UNLESS WE CAN CONTROL THESE RISING COSTS, IT WILL BECONE
INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO FIND THE RESOURCES WE NEED TO BUILD HOUSING
FOR OUR FAMILIES, NEW OFFICES AND STORES Ii OUR CITIES AND NEW PLANTS
FOR OUR BUSINESSES. |

i THIS DECADE WILL SEE GREATER USE OF COGEMNERATICM, BETTER
INSULATION, GREATER USE OF SOLAR AND STRONGER EFFORTS TO CONSERVE,
'VENCOURAGE LEGISLATIVE INCENTIVES TO ENCOURAGE THESE GOALS,



e R |

You are viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library

-5-

WE HAVE UNKNOWN QUANTITIES OF TOXIC WASTE DANGEROUSLY
INSULTING OUR ENVIRONMENT, AND WE BAVE REGUN THE HUNT AND THE |
PROCESS OF CLEANING  UP AND SEEKING OUT THE RESPONSIBLE CULPRITS.

NO CRIME ON OUR BOOKS IS MORE DASTARDLY THA! THE POISONING
OF OUR SOIL, OR OUR AIR, OR OUR MATERS.

WE HAVE IN OUR STATE A CORPS OF SENIOR CITIZENS WHO CAN, -
AND SHOULD BE, A VITAL AND USEFUL PART OF OUR COMMUNITY -
RECYCLED TEENAGERS, ONE TOLD ME HE WANTED TO BE CALLED,

OUR SENIORS ARE ENTITLED TO BE PROTECTED FROM THE RAVAGES
OF INFLATION IN HOUSING, ENERGY COSTS, AND TRANSPORTATION. YoU
HAVE CREATED A PHARMACEUTICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR THE AGED, A
UTILITY “LIFELINE” CREDIT PROGRAY, A SPECIAL HOMESTEAD REBATE, AND
OTHER PROGRAMS, | |

. NOW COMMISSIONER GAMBACCINI MUST FIND A WAY TO ALLU” CUR
SENTORS TO USE HIS SOON-TO-BE-ACQUIRED MEW BUSES FARE FREE,

OUR STREETS MUST BE MADE SAFER IN THE EIGHTIES. A SPEEDY
TRIAL AND SWIFT PUNISHMENT FOR SERIOUS CRIMES ARE BOTH RIS SHTS AND
- DUTIES OF OUR SOCIETY,
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AMD THE CHIEF JUSTICE HAVE DEVELOPED
A INNOVATIVE SPEEDY TRIAL PROGRAM WHICH WE WILL IMPLEMENT THIS
YEAR WITH THE AID OF SOPHISTICATED COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY TO INSURE
THE PROMPT ADMINISTRATICM OF JUSTICE,

IF WE CAN GUARANTEE FAIR AND SPEEDY TRIALS, AND CERTAIN
PUNISHMENT FOR THE CRIMINAL, WE WILL 60 FAR TOWARD OUR GOALS OF
FAKING OUR CITIES, TOWNS AND HOMES SAFE AND SECUBE FOR THE NEW
DECADE, ‘

I AM CONFIDENT THAT HEW JERSEY’S YOUMG PEOPLE WILL CONTIHUE
TO WARRANT OUR PRIDE DURING THE 1980’S, BUT THOSE WHO UMDERSTAND
THEIR OBLIGATIONS T0O SOCIETY AND STILL CONTIMUE TO COMMIT VIOLFNT
CRIFES MUST BE DEALT WITH FIRMLY, '

THE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE SUFFER THE SAME PAIM PErﬂRULFSS oF
THE AGE OF THEIR ATTACKER.

I SUPPORT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S EFFORTS TO TREAT AS ADULT
OFFENDERS THE FEY JUVENILES WHO ARE INCAPABLE OF REING DETERRED
FROM REPEATED ACTS OF VIOLEMCE.



E You are viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library
-7 - o
THE BEST MINDS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT WITH FULL CITIZENS'
COOPERATION HAVE GOT TO MAKE FREEDOM FROX FEAR A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT
oF NEW JERSEY CITIZENS AND CITIZENS FUST BE MADE PART OF THE LAW
ENFORCEMENT EFFORT, |

GOOD POLICE MORALE AND DECENT POLICE WAGES ARE CORMERSTOMES
OF ANY PROGRAM. AND POLICE HUST FACE THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TO MERIT =
PUBLIC RESPECT. | |

WE START WITH A GOOD NEW CRIMINAL CODE AHD A PAROLE REFORM.,
LA, I NEED YOUR HELP IN FIGHTING THOSE PEOPLE WHO DO NOT THINK WE
NEED MORE PRISON SPACES,

NO JUDGE IN NEW JERSEY SHOULD EVER HAVE TO LET AMNYONE OUT OF
JAIL JUST BECAUSE WE DON'T HAVE THE RO TO KEEP RHIM IN.

IN THE 1960°S, WE MUST BE ABLE TG GET WHERE WE WANT TO 60
I NEH JERSEY, | ‘

OUR PREDECESSORS BELIEVED THAT PEOPLE FROM NEW JERSEY ONLY
WANTED TO GO TO NEW YORK AND PHILADELPHIA, AND QUR TRANSPORTATIONM
SYSTER WAS SO DESIGNED,

IN BERGEWN COUNTY TODAY, THE FASTEST WAY TO GO BY BUS FRCM
ONE COMMUNITY TO ANOTHER IS THROUGH REW YORK CITY,

WE ARE GOING TO REDESIGN OUR TRANSIT SYSTEM SC THAT PEOPLE
CAN GO FROM NEW JERSEY TO NEW JERSEY FOR A CHAWGE,
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LET’S LOOK IN THIS DECADE AT THE IRRATIONAL BURDEN VWE HAVE
PLACED ON THE MUNICIPALITIES, ESPECIALLY QUR URBAN AREAS.

IN NEWARK, WE'VE TAKEN TWO-THIRDS OF THE LAND OFF THE TAX
ROLLS, MADE THE CITY RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS WELFARE LOAD AND CAPPED
ITS SPENDING, |

I SUGGEST WE LOOK TO ALL OUR STATE AID FORMULAS AND MAKE
THEM RATIONALLY CORRESPOND TO NEED, AND 1 SUGGEST THAT THE WELFARE
BURDEN BELONGS TO ALL OF US, NOT JUST TO THOSE OF US WHO OWN
PROPERTY IN A CITY. AND OUR CAP LAYS SHOULD PROMOTE EFFICIENCY
IN OUR COMMUNITIES BUT NOT CHOKE THEM TO DEATH. | |

EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES:

HERE ARE SOME INITIATIVES FOR THE EIGHTIES:

-~ A NEM STATE OFFICE BUILDING I¥ NEWARK. :

-- ACTION ON THE HUDSON WATERFRONT STUDY COMMISSION’S
RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH ARE DUE SHORTLY. ‘

-~ CAREFUL AND ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEADOWLANDS
CONSISTENT WITH THE NEEDS OF OUR OLDER CITIES.

-- CONSIDERATION OF A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BOND ISSUE
OR OTHER EFFORTS TO ASSIST FINANCIALLY IN DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENTS.
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TO HELP MAKE NEW JERSEY MORE APPEALING AND ENTERTAINING,
WE NEED TO: ’

-~ EXPAND THE JURISDICTION OF THE SPORTS AND EXPOSITION
~ AUTHORITY TO UNDERTAKE MORE VARIED PROJECTS. |
-~ MAKE A FINAL JUDGMENT ON REBUILDING THE GARDEN STATE
RACETRACK,
—- IMPROVE ENTERTAINMENT AND CULTURAL FACILITIES, INCLUDIhG
UINTERIZATION OF THE GARDEN STATE ARTS CENTER. '
-- PROMOTE A MOVIE AND TELEVISIOH PRODUCTION COMPLEX

TO MEET THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF SOUTHERN NEY JERSEY) WE MUST:

-~ IMPROVE STATE AND LOCAL EFFORTS TO MEET THE NEEDS
FOR HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, AND OTHER FACILITIES IN ATLANTIC CITY.
~- FINALIZE DECISIONS CONCERNING EXPANSION OF THE PATCO HIGH
SPEED LINE, - .
-~ PROMOTE THE REDEVELOPMENT OF NAFEC AS AN INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT,

~~ SOLVE PROBLEMS SUCH AS TRAQSPORTATIOV m ATLANTIC CITY
O4 A REGIONAL, NOT A LOCAL, BASIS,

| IN ORDER TO MAKE NEN JERSEY GOVERWWENT HORE EFFECTIVE AND
. EFFICIENT, 1 RECOMVEND:
‘ —~ SPENDING CAPS ON INDEPENDENT MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES AND
B OTHER INDEPENDENT AGENCIES SPENDING TAXPAYERS MONEY.
‘ —~ LEGISLATION TO STRENGTHEN THE CREDIT RATING OF LOCAL

| SCHOOL DISTRICTS AS WE ALREADY HAVE WITH THE HUNICIPAL QUALIFIED
§ BOND ACT,
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~~ CONTINUED CONSOLIDATION AND ELIFINATICH OF EXCESS BOARDS,
COMMISSIONS AND AUTHORITIES. - o

—— REORGANIZATION OF THE STATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM,
TO TARGET THAT PROGRAM TO AREAS OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND REHABILI!ATION

NEED.

1 URGE THAT NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANTS WHICH HAVE BEEN FOUM ‘
TO BE SAFE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO OPERATE. VWHERE ENVIROMMENTALLY.POSSIBLE,
MORE COAL SHOULD BE USED IN ELECTRIC GENERATING. o

i FURTHER, WE MUST TAKE ACTION PROMPTLY TO DIVERT MUCH OF THE
? GROVTH IN THE UTILITIES GROSS RECEIPTS TAX FOR STATEWIDE USES. WE
;,HAVE DELAYED LONG ENOUGH IN TAKING THAT STEP,

f THE SENATE HAS APPROVED A REASONABLE PLAM FOR REVISING
THE UTILITIES GROSS RECEIPTS TAX.

; I LOOK FOR EARLY ACTION BY BOTH HOUSES ON SUCH A PROPCSAL,
& S0 FUNICIPALITIES CAN ADEGUATELY PLAN THEIR BUDGETS FOR THIS YEAR,

' ALSO 1 Aif DISAPPOINTED THAT WE HAVE HOT COME TO FINAL AGREEMENT
ON A FEANTHGEUL AUTO INSURANCE REFORF PROGRAM. THIS CAN AHD SEOULD TE

ACCO:PLISHED HOW OW A PRIORITY BASIS.

: PEOPLE ARE PAYING HIGHER PREMIUS; FEMER AND FEWER COMPANIES
UE WRITING POLICIES, AS WE LET THE STTUATION 60 FROM WORSE TO "HORS R
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I DON’T BELIEVE THE LEGISLATIVE EFFORT THIS PAST HEEK
ADEQUATELY ADDRESSED THE PROBLEM, AND I WILL NOT APPROVE LEGISLATfON
WHICH PRETENDS A SOLUTION WHICH IT DOES KOT REALLY ACCOMPLISH.

IN OTHER HORDS, 1T DOESH'T DO THE JOB.
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THE OUTGOING LEGISLATURE MADE AN EFFORT TO ADDRESS A VERY REAL
SHORTFALL IN THE UPCONING STATE BUDGET. 1 HAVE SIGNED THE CORPORATE
TAX INCREASE.
THE ACTION TAKEN SO FAR, HOMEVER, IS NOT ADEQUATE TO MEET THE
- WEEDS OF OUR STATE AND WE FACE TOUGH DECISIGNS IN THE UPCONING BUDGET
.~ PROCESS. S
i 1 HILL ADDRESS THAT ISSUE T THE BUDGET HESSAGE AT THE END OF ‘
- THIS FIONTH, R

‘1 IN THE PAST, NEW JERSEY HAD A REPUTATION FOR FAILING TO COME
0 GRIPS WITH ITS PROBLEFS, |

i THE STATE GOVERNMENT AND THE LEGISLATURE PROCRASTINATED AND FOUND
LEXCUSES FOR INACTION wHILE THE STATE LACKED ADEQUATE POSPITﬂLS, COLLECES,A

3AND OTHER FACILITIES.
] THE STATE'S SENSE OF IDENTITY - AXD OUR CONFIDENCE It OUPSELVES -
SUFFERED AS WE A OUR RESIDENTS A¥D OUR CHILDREN GO OUT-OF-STATE FOR
ESSENTIAL SERVICES. .

1 YET Il THE LAST FE{ YEARS WE HAVE DEALT WITH - AND T0 A GREAT
EXTENT - SOLVED PROBLEMS OF BASIC FISCAL REFORM, EHVIROMMENTAL PROTECTION,
RIMINAL LAW REVISION, WORKHEN'S COFPENSATION AND OTHER ISSUES WHICH FOR

00 LONG HAD BEEN DEFERRED.

: I BELIEVE THAT THE DEBATE WHICH WE HAVE JUST EXPERIENCED I THE |
LOSING HOURS OF THE LAST LEGISLATURE SESSION NOW GIVES US A CRITICAL
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| THIS LEGISLATURE MUST CHOOSE WHETHER YOU WISH TO RETURY TO
. THE YEARS OF INACTION OV ESSENTIAL PROBLENS WHILE WE ARGUE ABOUT
' FINANCES, OR DEAL WITH THESE ISSUES PRONPTLY AMD DECISIVELY,

WE HAVE WORK TO DO ON PROBLEMS MORE IMPORTANT THAN TAXES.

; NEW JERSEY HAS A CONTINUING CONCERi FOR THE POOR, THE ILL,

Y;AND THE YOUNG WHO HAVE NOT YET SHARED IN THE BENEFITS OF OUR SOCIETY, .
 WE INITIATED THE LIFELINE PROGRAM IN 1979 WITH THE USE OF CASINO REVENUES
;TO HELP SENIOR CITIZENS AND HANDICAPPED CITIZENS STAY UAR? Ii { THE WI”TEP.

IN 1980, I WILL SUPPORT A STATE COHSTITUTIONAL AMENDE“FHT MHICH
TILL ALLOW MORE FLEXIBLE USE OF CASINO REVENUES SO THAT THE FULL PANGE
JF LEGITIMATE NEEDS OF SENIOR CITIZERS AND THE HANDICAPPED CAN BE
ADDRESSED I THE NEW DECADE. -

: AND FINALLY, WEW JERSEY NEEDS A TELEVISION STATION, WE KEED
A VHF TELEVISION STATION IN THIS STATE. |

‘ THE CAVALIER ATTITUDE OF THE FCC ON THIS ISSUE BORDERS QY
ARROGACE,  NEW JERSEY SHOULD BE SERVED BY A NEW JERSEY VHF TELEVISION
STATION,  PERIOD.
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OUR JOURNEY IS A COMMON OHE.

, LET'S DECIDE TOGETHER WHAT WE WANT FOR HEW JERSEY AND
- WHAT VE DON'T, | LR

; LET’S SELECT AND EVALUATE PROSRAYS AND HORK TO PUT THEM .
. IN PLACE. L i

| THERE IS HOTHING HORE CRUEL AHD HENTHGLESS FOR A LEGISLATURE
70 D0 THAN TO GIVE E GOOD PROGRANS AND THEN REFUSE TO PAY FOR THEM, . .

LET’S GIVE PEOPLE HOPE, BUT HOT FALSE HOPE, o e

| ME CAN BOAST ABOUT NEM JERSEY TGDAY BECAUSE TOGETHER WE'VE -
CGHE £ LONG HAY, S L

AND AS DIZZY DEAN OHCE SAID, -
“IT AIN'T BRAGGING, IF YOU DONE IT.”

THANK YOU,

THA e e e aom] i





