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The lJew Jersey Pu'blic Librar;r Commission respectfully sutr.:its the follow­
ing report f:)r the yeqr endirg ,June 30th, 19~~1~ 

This Commission has suffered a great loss during 1831 by the death of 
Henry C. Buchanan 1Nho had been its secretE~ ry since its crer-ttion in 1900. To Mr. 
Buchanan's vrisdorr,, judr:,ment and keen knmvlede::e of rnen and affairs is due in great 
part the proq;ress of the '"rork of this Contr'.ission. The Prog;ram of vmrk as planned 
··,ri th him is that v.rhich is now being followed. 

:"'\.fter the death of li:1r. Buch!'tnan a resolution that the librarian should 
also be secretary iNas ~tdor.>ted by the CoJ.I1nission. 

The economic situation has inc:ceased the demE~.nds upon this Commission 
Juring the pn.st ye,,.r, not only for books but for assistance to libraries in many 
ways. I1:an7' mord governiru;: bodies of municipalities and licrary roards have asked 
for conferences regnrding appropriations and b~tdgeting. In this connection this 
Commission hu__;; '''orkod in close ~.ccord 'Nith the Department of t·'lunicipal Accnunts. 
Numbers of 1 i trarians have requested uid in plannin e:: lrrork to meet added demand 
111rhich alw"ys co'nes during a business depression, and rnan:r arlditional requests for 
traveling libr!J.ries h·-;.ve been received. }.~unicipalities and counties ~,;vhich have 
never before qsked for o..irl. hnve this yen.J~ been consta:::1t oatrons of the Commission. 

To aid in me~tin~ the unusual und increased demands, both upon this Com­
mission and upon libraries, \close~ co-op:rati~n has been established v.rit~ ~ number 
of other 8 tate IBp':lrt'Tlents. The 1nvaluable ald of trw Departn:ent of t!unlclpal Ac­
cr:>unts h~;.s s.lready been merlt:roned. The State Librarv has continued to give fSener­
ous aid in bibliogrDphic:ll ;~n reference lines E~nd lend suclt books as are not at 
the time in demand. This resu ts in '1 s~\Vi"!l.e; not only to this co~,mission but to 
the libraries of the State. 

An ef~ectivc; plan of sefv:ice n:cd co-operation for rmtual benefit ''rith 
the Department of Institutions and A!!enciPs has been developed. By this, direct 
library service is g:iven to 2tate Institutions 1"rith the nid of county 'lnd local 
l~braries. This plan of library service to lnstitutions has attrncted the at­
tention of other st~J.tes 'lnd uoon requests charts and pictures, showing ·what is 
beir:;_~ done in New Jersey, were s·hovm nt the h.:rrl,3ric'ln Prison Associ8.tion Conference 
'1nd the A1'neric: n Lihr·try Association Conference r.nd the Secret~·,ry of the Public 
Libr8.ry Gomrr,ission h<1s ceen invited to IJe,::- York Sto..te to outline the olan -r:1on:; 
fully. 

To relieve t~e cnor"T,ous individunl dem8.nd for books on courses of study 
the Libn'lries and thP Pv.blic Libntry ·~ommission have Y•Torked out n. system 1rrith the 
Normal Schools :lnd Futs~rs Universitv by ;·rhich one set of r~:ference boo1\:s is sup­
plied ['<t a center ''chcro exb:msimJ. classes are hold insterld of books beinE; loaned 
to ir~dividu.'ll rr1erobers. Tlt.rou the p::r;nerous uid of the libr"rir:~s of the Stote 
this h:1s been don•:; --:..t '·· r;inir-·u-rn ecst. 

Due t 0 t l1·J r~l ~t th·J.t this c O"''lrrti s s ion )18. s v;orked 1.'.'i th the Depn.rtrnent of 
Public Instruction in the com'8ilation of lis-+.~s for the nr:;v: '";oc·~al Science Hono­
e:raph, •"uch of tf·le !Tiaterial now o~ ~,n.nd in various libraries ·wiJl be called to the 
attention of the schools. 

By furnishine; book:s to the State ~[1J.S•3Un for displ'1.y in various exhibits, 
valuable connections ha,re been ostablir:he~ f'or li!.Jra ies an,-1 many friends have been 
made. 

During thA year representatives from eleven states and Ca~a~a havn visit­
ed our library systerr' ~.,:ith the idea of adapting certain of its feqtures to their 
own needs and. R.rticles '!rritten concerning; it have 'l_ppearAd ir~ four nar::f'.zines. 

SPBCIA:!:.., 101\PS: Sneciql Loans to the number of 82,Fi51 have been sent cut durinfl; the 
past yea~ These s~ecial loans enable even the s:rnullest library to furnish material 
to the student. Throu~h the library interloan system ~any of these books h~ve been 
bc.rrov~ed from h1.rr:e libraries in this and other stf'ttes. ~·-'f.lny of the borrowed boolcs 
are \Jx;:;ersive, thc:refor·e, this ~)rivile:-r,e extended by the larKe libraries through 
the Co:rnmission has scved the State ~tnd lccrrlitv much rrJoney. Books from t'''"Bnty-one 
libraries were in the collections rrJnde for suTmer schools. Useful arts, sociology 
and science ,1re ir: q:re!.ltest dem0.11d. 

LIBRARI~S ~ST~BLISHED: Belvidere nnd Fort Lee voted ~unicipal support for their 
libraries and •cr~rren C ount;r est::.blished a libr:J..ry by nopulo..r vote. Associ~tion 
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libraries have "b:;en established in ten comrr.unities. There are seventy-eig;.ht 
association libraries at present in the State that are free tc the people with a 
governing: tc'l.rd elected by sustainins:: r--ternl-;ers.. These are receiving contributions 
from the ~·1unicipality under the h1.vv per>rdttinr:. aid to free litraries. These li­
braries are ~enerally after a fevr years taken over by the r:_unicipality. Since 
1906 si:Yty-five association libraries have become municipal libraries. 

couvTY LIBRARI~S: Nffiv Jersey now has eleven county libraries. These are in 
Mo:ur,1outh, }\/::Jrris, Ca-re l\.ay, ~amden, Atlantic, J,iercer, Hu:r:terdon, Burlins::ton, 
Somerset, Ocean and Harren Counties. 

These county libraries through their str.Ltions and schools circulate ever 
three million books per year. 

The states of ?Jew York, Illinois, Pennsylvai1ia, 1bryland, 1/ichif!an 'l_nd 
?:ansas 8Dd the Province of Ontario have asked this year that the New LTersey -clan 
of litr::·.ries be explained to the:rn. Three cou:r·ties asked that the r:ounty library 
be brour:ht before their people this next year but it seemed unwise to undertake 
this in a time o: economic pressure. 

TRh.V}~LING LIBRLRI~S: During the past yef~r 3,527 traveling li'-'.raries h".ve been 
circulated containing a total of 176,350 becks. These books reach more than 
150,000 people who have no other litr..,_ry service. From the use of these trr:._veling 
libraries a desire for county and local libraries develops. 

INSTITTJTIOIJAL LIBPARIES: The "Srluc'~tional Director of the DepG.rtr'lent of Institu-
tions ~J.nd Ag;encies n.nd the Secretary of the Puclic Libn:try Co:r1rrtission h8.ve ·worked 
out a pl~.1n ty Virhich vrhere there is no l!"\cn.l or ~ounty litrar:r the Public Library 
Commission vJill supervise ~:t:r:d aid libraries in institutions :~nd su;Jplement the 
lncal collections ''Ti th sp(:;ci.1.l lorns 3-nd e;rours of books. Where thr:.~re is a local 
or county librory conferences are beine; held ~ith the librnri~n nnd librnry borrrd 
o.nd a svsterr IN"orked out by vrhich the lcc~d cr cJtmty litn"lxy 'Nill extend this Hid 
~nd receive ~dditionnl nid in special lo~~s ~nd tr~velins:: libr~ries fram the Pub­
lic Library Commission to en'l.ble the lor.~1.1 or C·JlJnty litrn.ry to do this work -r.rdth­
:)Ut draining; its ovm resources. 

The L.~ducation·1.l Director of the iJep~\rtr ont of Institutions ..,.._nd Agencies 
h~s expl~ined this p:an to visitors from other states with the result that these 
states ns ''Tell us n0.ti::Jn0.l '"relf:1.re ore::::lnizHtions h,...:tVG n.sked thnt it te fully de­
scribed ~tnd demonstrated for them ~s the problem of book service in institutions 
is one which they h~ve never been able satisf~ctorily t::J meet. 

In return fer this service the ~epartment of Institutions and Agencies 
h~,s put 2-.t tr.e service .::;f this Com:mission its expert photoe;n~pher 1,vho h'ls tn.ken 
very fine rrtovins:: pictur0s ~nd sti:ls of litrary work which have been widely used. 
T h n t r tr1. en t '1 l s o s i v e s t o t h 1 E C o rrlrn i s s i D n ~:. d vi c e rt n d c e r s or~ ~-l a s s i s t n.r1 c e in 
planning r1_nd ._:;inte exhitits ~-:nd in distribution cf lir;rflry mf-:.terin_l n .. nd prorro-
t ion 'Jf l i bn1. ry ~·rork 

SCHOOL LIBRARI~S: The Stnte requires that in orjer to secure~ second~ry ~ibra-

ry-teacher certific~te o.n rroplic~nt ~ust hnve ~ limited secondary certificate which 
necessib1t<::.s a cc::.lee::•; ·Jeg,rce olus 210 hours of librD.ry tn<.ining in an Rpprovsd 
libr:t.ry schocl cr in extension ccurses conducted by su~h sehools, h:~s resulted ~n 
great im~rcvenent of library service in high schools. Aii in or~~niz~tion has 
been given to seventeen hi~h school libr~ries. ~n the ccunties where there "re 
county libr~rios these give direct aid and sucervision to the hi~h school libra­
ries in the ccunty library system. Elementary ~chocl libraries are increasin~ 
rapidly. Lost of these +:ake the form :)f ~rade libraries but some are operc:tted 
UDon the plan o£' a central library from which ~r::mps of bocks as vrell as sir,~le 

tooks are issued to teachers Rnd nupils. An experinent in this direction was 
trJ1de in one of the ~rade schocls cf Hishland Park b;r rs. Ch~_rles H. "Slliott. 
This hss proven so suceessful that other com'T"J.nities are acioptinr; the r;lan. In 
such counties as hr:tve county litraries the libraries are furnished by the ._::ounty 
library to these ele~entary schools in the systes a~d the county lihrarian exer­
cises a ccnstsnt sunervision over them. The ma~ority of county libraries employ 
a specially trained school librarian for this work. The others have librarians 
that have specialized in school and children's work. 

In many coP::rr.unities the public library supplies the books for ·grade li­
braries in elementary schools wcrking upon the same principle as the county libra­
ry. Tt,is has teen found to be the most econon1ical plan in srrtaller 'communities as 
it prevents duplication and insures cooperation bet~een two municipal depart~ents. 

Speakers upon the use of libr1.ries in schools 'Nere sur:olied tt.. ei?;l"-lt of 
the Teachers' Institutes last year and books were exhibited to ennble those 
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attending.; the session to visualize the ·work. Collecti~"~ns of bc~K:s were sent to 
twenty-four centers for extension courses for teachers. In this work aid was 2;iven 
by all of the libraries in the State. Visits have been made to three hundred 
and sixty-five schools and fifty-one talks given to schools and parent-teachers 
crfoanizations in promotion of librn.ry service to schools. 

BULLETIN, TENT.A.TIV~ R~DING LIST, HIGH SCHOOL LIST, PAl:iPHLBTS: Publication of 
the Bulletin has been resumed upon demand of the libraries of the State. The 
enthusiasm with which it has been received, the constant use made of it, the 
service it is rendering in uniting the libraries of the State and its value in 
the dissemination of library and took information have certainly more than just­
ified the expenditure of time and the cost of printinR• The supplement to the 
''Tentative Reading List for Elementary Schools" has been published as part of this 
Bulletin and then reprinted. It was necessary to have seven thousand of these 
lists and more will have to .be r:rinted to meet the demand. The "High School List 
for First Purchase'' was also printed in the Bulletin and reissued as a reprint. 
A hitliography fer the new State Monogrn.ph en Social Science has teen comDiled. 
Tc r.eet the Y"}any requests received a small circular resardin?-; the work of the 
Public Library Commission has been compiled and issued. The C0mmissi:m has dis­
trituted durin;:; the past year more than seventy-8ight thousand pamohlets, lists 
and circulars on library work, as library publicity, as aids in library adminis­
tration and as guides in selectins qnd tuying bocks. 

EXTENSION COURSES: ·with the cooperation cf the Nevmrk Normal School and the 
Department of Public Instruction courses in book selecticn and children's 
literature 1.qere £Y",iven in Newark this ·winter and ·with the CC'oreration of the Glass­
taro Normal Schocl n. course in children's literature was siven in Atlantic City. 
The librc1rians Clf Hunterdon and S o:rn.erset County cC'mbined for a six ''reeks course 
in contemporary literature held a~ternately in Flemington and Somerville. Rutgers 
University, thr'Jugh its extension division, is vrorking with this Commission to 
ena~le those students of the N. J. Sum~er LibrRry Scho~l who wish • Grade A 
Pu'rlic Lirrary Certificate to obtain sufficient coller.;e credits for this nurpose. 

LIBRARY EXT'S~JSION: Advice has been e;i ven to one hundred twenty-nine librarians, 
library boards, and library associations relative to budr.;ets, approoriati~ns, 
publicity, re-orr.;anization, and extension of service. Conferences have been held 
vvith t·wenty-six gcvernin~ bodies of municipalities in regnrd to litrary "bond 
issues, library appropriations and libn1.ry accountine;. ln this the CormnissiCln 
has vrorked vlith the Department of J,:runicipal Accounts. "rithout its a~sistance 
and advice much of this work would te inpossible. 

Aid has been given to twenty-nine libraries in or~anizing and matters of 
:library economy. 

In the establishment of libraries and advencement of library interests 
tw~ hundred qnd forty-eie;ht talks have been 2;iven, five hundred and sixteen 
visits have been mrtde, seventy-two conferences and thirty-one meetings held. 

EXHIBITS: Exhibits and dGmonstrations of library work have heen held at six 
state conferences, thirty-one county ~eetings, at the Trenton Armory during 
Farmer 1 s iCJeek, at tvro national :meetings and fifteen lccal r11eetings and a display 
of books made with three exhibitions in the State ~useum. These exhibits are 
not t.~ advertise the vrork of the Commission "but to demonstrate the value of books 
~nd libraries and the orosress of libraries in New Jersey. Their value cannot be 
estimated as results are often not at once npparent but r'".any inquiries sh:wr that 
even the irmediate response is ~orth while. The exhibit nt the Armory held in 
cooperation ;vith the Department of Ae;riculture and that held in At'lantic City in 
con11ecticn with the State Grange has resulted in a wide-spre,,d knowledge of li­
traries and a desire for books in rural communities otherwise very difficult tc 
reach and have been iwportant f8ctors in the spread of county libraries. The 
exhibit held for the StRte Parent-Te~cher ~ssociation has a far reuchinr.; effect 
with both school and county libraries. 

The movine; pictures tn.ken for this Commission by the Depn..rtment of In­
stitutions and Agencies hn..ve added sreatly to the exhibits and the American Li­
brary AsstJciation and the st~tes of Kansas, Illinois, Colorn..do and Nev.r York have 
asked that copies be :made for them. These were shown at the national conference 
cf the American Library Association. 

In ndclitio:n to these moving pictures the Morristown Purlic Library and 
East Oranse Public Library have had moving pictures Tr]ade for this Commission 
of different features of their libraries and service. These have been shown at 
most of these exhi"bitions and at the National Conference of the American Libr~ry 
Associo..tion. Pictures will shortly be take-n of the Nm~rark Library system. 
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BOOK COLLECTION: There have been added to the collection during tho year 
48,732 cooks and pamphlets at aL avera[e cost of 91 cents each. 

• • 

There have been discarded durin~ the year 22,468 cooks. This leaves a 
tctal nunber of 254,698 books and pa~phlets in the collection. Discarded cooks 
have reen sent tc prisnn camps, sanitariums, toys' and e;irls' camps, scldiers' 
homes and jails. 

The cooks purchased for the year have teen divided as follo\JITS: 

Useful Arts 
History & Travel 
Fine _Lu't s 
Bioe;raphy 
Srciolce:y 
Philos0ohy & Reli~ion 
Science & Nature 
Literature 

Tctal ncn-ficticn 
Ficti'Jn 

l8fu 
22 

3 
'7 ..Li 

ll 
l 

10 
4: 

86% 
14% 

Children's Bocks •••••••• 54% cf tct~l bouRht 

SU/;',fER SCHOOL: The total attendsnce at the New Jersey Library Surrt:rn.er r~chool for 
the SUT'l:rner of 1930 IJI!r-ts ninety-one, representine:; every county in the StA.te. 

The place that this school occunies in the library system of the State 
is attested by the fact that vvhen it was announced t~at it would be disccntinued 
tecause of other librnry scho~'ls the IJew· Jersey Licn1ry Association, individual 
library boards and librarians ~ade such a orotest it was necessary to ccntinue the 
school uoon a larser scsle than formerly. ~1pils from this library school have 
been one of the str~ngest f~ctors in libr~ry prc~ress in the State 8nd the fact 
thqt ninety per cent cf the heads of srr~ll lib~sries in the State have been students 
in this school evidences its stQnding with Boards of Trustees. 

STAFF !-\.~\TD QUART"SHS: Much of the vrork which hus been reported c~:1.11 only be g;iven 
throu~h fie:;ures. This dnes not shovr the :nctk· behind these fie:;ures. The infinite 
amount of reference work and detail cf char~ine:; that soes into thousands of 
special loans, the tibliog;raphical wnrk for lists, the ~sse~bling of hundreds of 
tr~veling litr~ries, the ~echanical work of packin~ ~nd shiopine: th'Jus~nds of books 
dr;.ily, the keeping: of acc'Junts ner:ess<cry for such rrinvte detail as tooks necessib te, 
r.0t to mention oth2r routine work, means h-:trd, constant o.nd loyal v,rcrk "~'Then it is 
d·nne ty fL sm':tll stJ.ff. This C'Jr';rtission hu.s this cccperation of its staff. 

This ·work h':ls been dcne U!'lder adverse circumst'lnces during the rast yw:.rs 
becfl.use of cro,vded, badly ve:ntilated qun.rters. The new qu·:.rters are furnished and 
re::Lrl.y but c:1.nnct be t~1Len over until u.fter July lst. Sveryone has e.xpressed P.d­
Tiir,-:.tion of their construction, furLishir.q:;s nnd equiprnent. 

BUILDI~GS: A be~utiful new litr::Lry building built by subscriptions from the 
people Wfls dedic ... :ted in H~w,rthorne on Mernori·l.l. Dn.y. The .,_dditicns to the Bayonne 
Public Library buildinr:: 'l.re so extensive and beautiful th:t they make it vir­
tu·?..lly n.. ne1N lil:::,r'l.ry. The nevr branch of the Trenton iublic Litr::.ry vrhich is part 
·nf the newS enior High School build in~ h'ls been c0mpleted. The Ampere Br'l.nch of 
the ~qst Or'l.nge Public Litr'l.rv has been comoleted ~nd cooned for service. The 
Grand Street Branch cf the P·:;.terson .Lutlic Library 11\rn_s com-:Jletcd n.nd cpened f0r 
service in Mn.rch. Plans have been dr-·wm n.nd ::'-cccepted for n. new building for the 
Dover Public Libr:1..ry. Cqrteret h'ls n. nevr children's room. Constructicm is now 
in pr0gress on r:.n extensicn t:"> the Union City .?utlic Librqr:r vrhich will prncticnlly 
triple the st~1ck room cr·.pacity. South Ur~'..ne;e Public Licr~.1.ry has built a $60,000 
~ddition to its ~&in l~tr~ry tuildiLg. A four story addition has ceGn built to the 
M~tin Litr'.try iL lJe'N7'Xk. Bernardsville fublic Litrary h'ls 'ln ::1.ddition containing 
o.. new reo.ding roon, ccm"YYJ.ittee room n.ncl st· .. ff ro0rr,. This v:•t.s ~1.. ~:i.ft from John A. 
Roetling;. 

Monrr.outh County Litrr~ry hJ.s ~1cquired the use of c,n r..dr-litionr:.l room. The 
Linden Pub~_ic Li br.:try hns r1oved to nmv guc,rters and hns :1.dded :\. new children's 
rnom vrith s.ll ne>N furniture. The Livine:ston ~.nd Long Br~:tr~ch Public Librnries h[tVe 
both teen pai~·lted inside :t.nd out, Lodi Libr~ry h'l.s rr'oved from. their one room tc 
~1 new building with four rooY'ls. The TJendhnm and Fount Holly Public Li crccries hrve 
r.wved into nev.r, largr;r quarters. The City of North :-rildYrood hRs dcn .. ,ted the use 
of 'l roo~ in the City H'lll fer the Library and Som2rset County Library has hnd to 
·:1cquire the use of ?.n n.d:iitionnl rQ0m. The Or~.1.dell Public Librnry wn.s re-roofed 
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and painted and a fireproof stack placed in the Young People's Room. The Verona 
Public Library has been redecorated and the Hoboken Public Library thoroughly 
renovated. ~he Ca~den County Library has been given new quarters in the nmM 
wing of the C ou!l.ty Court House. _\ new o:rork room has been nrranged and n new 
lighting: system installed at the Phillipsburg Public Library. The Dumont Libra­
ry has been thoroughly renovnted and painted both outside und in. 

AC'lUJO':TLEDG"SM"SJ'JTS: I.Tuch of the ·work reported would be impossible vrithout the aid 
that is given by libr~ries and librarians, by state, county and ~unicip~l depnrt-
8ents, county and municipal organiz~tio~s and by individuals. 

We wish especially tn acknowledge the kiLdness of the Rutgers Univer­
sity and Princeton University Libraries, the State Library, Atlantic City High 
Sc.;hool Library, the P:.>.terson, Trenton, Glassboro and TJe:vark IJorrnLll School Li­
braries, the Atlar::tic City, Nevv-urk, Oce·..tn City, I'Jew York, Paterson, 'Sast Orange, 
]''orristm~rn, Jersey City, Ridgewood, :.·iontcln.ir, Plainfield, Blizabeth and Trenton 
Public Libraries and the ~iforris, }.~on.:~wuth, Burline;ton, Ocean, !~tlLLntic, Cape l'.'Iny, 
Camden, L>ercer, Hunterclon and Somerset County LibrE~ries in lending books. The 
qrr;ount of ·work the finding and shipping of these boo1::s ent•:cils is rer~.lized and 
this aid that :rrtuch more n_pprecinted. The ''rork of this Commission would be im"­
possible ·without it. laterial and books have <t.lso been lent by the l'h.ltional 
Health Libr9..ry, the ~Tew York Academy of ~!Iedicine, the i~atic?-:al Recrec--~ticn 
Association of Lmerica and the Ccngressional Library. 

In establishing, reorganizing ~nd promoting libraries invuluqble services 
have been rendered by helping teachers, farm a~ents, ~r~nges, Y.N.c.A., Y.w.c,A.J 
Parent-Teacher organizations, men's service clubs, American Legion and h .. rnericfl.n 
Legion Auxiliary, county boo.rds of ~,~riculture o.nd nevrspc.pers. 2J(uch n.id also, hn.s 
been given by many of these in the tr&nsportntion of workers ~nd books~ 

The 2;enerosity of the Ocean City Public Libr~ry :1nd the Ocean City 
Bo8.rd of E duc-:.t t ion hfts made the Sumner ,c:; chool possible. 

Fer aid in ~any lines we are indebted to the Dev1rt~ent of Institutions 
and Agencies, Dep~;..rtment of i.unicipcll Accounts, Dep~trtment of rublic Instruction, 
the St<J.te Normal Schools, Rpte;ers Universit~), Dep:::.rtment of .:'\e;riculture nnd 
State l'iiuseum. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Snrnh R. Budd 
Sverett T. T~~linson 
Francis s. Croasdnle 
~rs. Frqnces F. Clevel~nd Preston 
LudolDh H. Conklin 
Ch~rles H. Elliott 
Charlc:;s R. Bacon 
SLr'lh B. Askew, SecretrLry. 


