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COMPANY A.
« Captain Aaron V. H. Doremus, Private John B. Gilson,

1st Lieut. Sam’l V. 8. Muzzy,
«2nd ¢ John R. Beam,
+ 1st Sergt. John C. Bowering,
2nd ¢ P. H. Van Riper,
«3rd ‘¢ John E. Hartley,
4th ¢ Henry Muzzy, Jr,
5th , ¢ Edwin C. Wells,
1st Corp. John H. Berdan, Jr,
2nd ¢¢ Chas. F. Hart,
3rd ¢ Wm. D. Blauvelt,
4th ¢ Walter G. Shields,
5th ¢ Wm. G. Duunkersley,
Drummer Joe D. Jordan,
56 Dave. H Mortimer,
Private Chas. Agnew,
¢ Thos. H. Arthurs,
¢ John Allen,
¢  Wm. L. Berdan,
¢ Wm. S. Bogert,
¢ Chas. H. Chrysty,
¢ Tallman Chittenden,
¢ Robt. H. Cunningham,
¢« »John K. Cooke,
¢ Augustus H. Drury,
¢  Wm. H. Dunkerley,
¢  'Wm. H. Dunning,
¢« Jos. C. Earnshaw,
. ¢ Chas. C. Garrison,
¢ Renj. F. Goodspeed,

1

Fred Harding,
David Henry,
Frank H. Heron,
‘Wm. M. Inglis,

Ed. W. Johnson,
Fred A. Keeler, ¢
Frank Magenis,
Walt. S. McGregor, «
James R. McLane,
Edo I. Merecelis,
Ed. H. Muzzy,
Arthur B. Pearce, «
Thomas E. Palmer,
Garret H. Ramsey,
Geo. Ramsey,
Evervett A. Reid
Chas. M. Rutan,*
Thomas M. Ryle,
Ernest P. Salter,
Fred L. Schuyler,
Wm. H. Smith,
Alfred L. Trumbull,
Jas. Van Houten,
John B. Vreeland,
Wm. A. Warren,
Stephen A. Wall,
Abram W. Zabriskie,
Albert Zabriskie.
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COMPANY B.

“Captain  James Beggs.

. 1st Lieut. Samuel Thorp,
9ud ¢ Robert H. Fordyce.
1st Sergt. Fred T. Vaundervoort,
9nd ¢ Wm. L. Clark,

“3rd ¢ Joseph Mosley,
4th ¢ Amos Marshall,
5th ¢ Geo. M. Howell.

1st Corp. Augustus Van Gieson,

“9nd ¢ A. T. Groser, Jr.
3rd ¢ Daniel L. Cundell,
4th ¢ John B. Beardsley,
5th ‘¢ B. F. Dowell.
Drummer John Ahrens,

£5 ‘Wm. McDonald.
Private John Adams,
¢ Wm. Booth,
* ¢  Wm. L. Bamber,
¢ Chas. Beckwith,
¢¢  H. Frank Bell,
¢«  Edward S. Brown,
¢ David Burchenough,
‘¢ John S. Cooke,
¢ Fred W. Cooke,
¢ Harry Dobson,
¢« Peter A. Dunn,
¢ James Fortune,
¢ Edward Fanning,
‘¢ John Garrabrant, Jr.,
‘  Samuel Granger,
¢ John Q. Hayes,
¢ John H., Haring,
¢ Wm. Hewitt,

113
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13

113
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1

Private John Hindle, «

Peter Hopper,*
David Hodge,

0. A. Jenks,

John Jewett,

T. F. Krajewski,

E. C. Morse,

E. A. Meller,

Jas. W. Post,

Peter Quackenbush,
T. P. Roantree, .
Peter R. Rowson, |
Chas. Raynolds,
Jas. M. Rea,

Wm. Sharpley,

E. H. Simonton, ¢
John Smith,

‘Wm. Shingleton,
Wm. Sherman,
Fred See,

Geo. Slingland,-
John N. Thorp,
Geo. F. Trimble, «
I. Van Houten,

W. H. H. Van Houten,
Ralph Van Houten,
J. A. Van Winkle,
Henry Van Winkle,
A. J. Vollman, »

G. Van Nimwiegan,
E. D. Winans,
Joseph Yost,
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COMPANY C.

Ca_ptain Alex. T. Groser. Private-Charles Kelly,
1st Lieut. Wm. F. Decker, ¢ Henry Kelly, »
2nd ¢  Walter Van Emburgh, ¢  Geo. L. King#
1st Sergt. James Parker, ¢  James Larkin,
2nd ¢¢ Alex. C. Smith, ‘¢ John Loughlin,
3rd ¢ David Miller, “  John Lyttle,
4th ¢ Joseph Vonau, ¢ Thomas Molloy

6th ¢ Cor. V. W. Fonda. ¢ John Mehaffey,
1st Corp. J. Fred Rudy, ““  Andrew J. McBride,
2nd ‘“  Frank P. O’Brien, ¢ John McCann,
3rd ¢ Wm. H. Walton, ¢ John E. McCarthy,
4th “ J. Wm. Atkinson, ¢ Thos. McCran,
5th ¢ Vacant. ‘¢ Michael MecIrlaine,
Drummer John W. Mallinson, ¢ James McGuckin,
£ ‘Wmn. F. Townsend. “  Wm. Miller,

Private Geo. H. Ackerman, ¢ James Morrison,

¢ Michael Attridge, ¢ Patrick Mullen,

¢ Samuel D. Babcock, “  Cor. H. O’Leary,

¢« Thomas G. Ormsby,
William Parker,

‘¢ James Barlow,
¢ Henry Barlow, it

¢ John E. Booth, “  Wmn. J. Penny,
‘“  Walter,S. Bradley, ¢ awan DBl aidhs
*“  Robert Brindle, ¢ James Powers,

Jonathan J. D. Probert,
John H. Post,

George Rear,

Thos. Rochfort,

Walter S. Rogers,

John H. Sandford,

‘“  Michael Browne, e
“  Wm. J. Brown, ks
¢ John Canning, g
¢ Daniel Carrigan, e
¢ Gustav Curie, Jr., i€
“  Joseph B. Doherty, 7
¢ Elmer Forshay, ‘¢ Peter Schmitt,

‘¢ John Gallagher, ¢ Dennis P. Taylor,

¢ Louis Gehring, “  James H. Troy, *

¢ John Hagedorn, *“  Mortimer B. Van Riper.
*“  Thomas W. Hart, ¢ Wm. H. Whittaker,

“  Thomas H. Irwin, ¢ Alfred Wilds,

“  Wm., Jones, ¢ Jacob Wiseman,

O claim to literary merit is presented by the au-
thor in the production of this little volume. It
is mainly a collation, in permanent form, and

arranged in consecutive order, of the various ac-
counts published contemporaneously with the excur-
sion. This is done at the request of a number of those
who were participants in the pleasures of the trip; and
it is a work of pleasant memory rather than of profit,
for the limited constituency precludes all possibility of
pecuniary reward. The price of the volume has been
placed at a figure barely sufficient to cover the expense
of issuing the book. But still it has not been a profit-
less labor, for it has been a pleasure to mentally go
over the trip, and experience, through memory, its de-
lights and its happiness, without undergoing the physi-
cal fatigue incident to the original.

The effort to complete this record so that the price
charged for such a work would not appear exorbitant,
has compelled an abridgment of its dimensions that
prevented the introduction of many incidental and per-
sonal details. But it is believed that the narrative will
be found sufficiently complete, in a general way, to aid
the recollection in calling to mind the unwritten partic-
ulars of the excursion, and thus assist the reader in
living over again the enjoyments of the trip. If this re-
sult is accomplished, the wish and object of the author,
or more properly the editor, will have been attained.
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THE EXCURGION PARTY.

FIELD AND STAFF.

Major Joseph W. Congdon,

Major C. F. W. Myers, Surgeon.

Captain G. S. Chiswell, Judge Advocate,
Captain Albert Tilt, Tnspector Rifle Practice.
Lieutenant James Inglis, Jr., Adjutant,
Lieutenant A. S. Allen, Paymaster,
Lieutenant John H. Hindle, Quartermaster.
Lieutenant W. F. Decker.*

NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF.

E. G. Edwards, Sergeant-Major.

J. L. Conklin, Quartermaster Sergeant.

Robert J. Tanner, Commissary Sergeant,

F. Oborski, Color Sergeant.

G. H. Low, Color Sergeant.

I. H. Dougherty, Hospital Steward.

A. A. Wilcox, Assistant Quartermaster Sergeant.
H. B. Utter, Drum Major.

. H. Muzzy, Right General Guide.

E. H, Simonton, Left General Guide,
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COMPANY A.

Captain, A. V. H. Doremus, Private,
1st Lieut., S. V. S. Muzzy, 3
@ind - < J. R. Beam, ¢
Orderly Sergt.John C. Bowering, ¢
Sergeant, P. H. Van Riper, £
i John E. Hartley, o
¢ Harry S. Muzzy, &2
56 E. C. Wells, ts
Corporal, C. F. Eart, L
4 W. G. Shields, b
s W. G. Dunkerly, 3
Private, W. H. Dunning, ¢
5 C. V. W. Fonda,* i
¢« B. F. Goodspeed, o
¢ J. B. Gilson, S

£ C. C. Garrison,

COMPANY B.

Captain, James Beggs, Private,
1st Lieut., Samuel Thorp, g
#nd" ‘¢ Robert H. Fordyce, , ¢
Orderly Sergt. F. Van Dervoort, ¢
Sergeant, Joseph Mosley,

S George M. Howell, 4
Cerporal, J. B. Beardsley, &
4 Daniel Cundell, e
5 Benjamin F. Dowell 4
Private, Samuel Granger, &
£ Peter Quackenbush, 4€
b6 William Booth, s
s E. A. Meller, oG
s John Garrabrant, e
% Il. S. Brown, ok
¢ K. G Morse, s

A H. Draty,

W. M. Inglis,

E. W. Johuson,
W. 8. McGregor,
J. R. McLean,

T. E. Palmer,
James Parker,*
G. H. Ramsey,
William H. Smith
F. L. Schuyler,
E. P. Salter,

A. L. Trumbull,
J. B. Vreeland,
James H. Van Houten,
J. C. Earnshaw.

G. Van Nimwiegen,
John H. Haring,

0. A. Jenks,
William Miller,*

E. D. Winans,
James W. Post,
Peter A. Duno,
James M. Rea,

E. Fanning,

John N. Thorp,
Charles Hindle,
William L. Bamber,
A. J. Vollman,
George F. Trimble,
Charles Reynolds,
Fred, See,
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Private R. Van Houten, Private Henry Van Winkle,
£4 W. H. H. Van Houten, ¢ Peter R. Rowson,
‘“  James Fortune, C D. Hodge,

ha William Sherman,

#Members of Company C,

Baxp—Twenty-four pieces of Voss’ First Regiment Band of
Newark, under the personal direction of Professor Fred. Voss.

INVITED GUESTS AND HONORARY MEMBERS.

Robert I. Hopper, ; Senator John W. Griggs,
Captain Stephen Allen, Assemblyman Clark W. Mills,
L. A. Piaget, F. S. Ensign,

W. J. Lockwood, James Daggers,

City Surveyor John T. Hilton, John Allen,

A. M. Beaumont, L. 8. Menger,

C. A. Cadmus, Alderman Isaac Van Houten,
Stephen Wiseman, John H. Morrow,

Henry Hobbs, Charles A. Shriner. of the Press,
Charles Kireker, J. E. Crowell, of the Guardian.

J. B. Wortendyke,

The following gentlemen also subscribed to the ex-
penses of the excursion as Invited Guests, but personal
considerations prevented them accompanying the party :
Colonel John W. Romaine, County Collector Wm. H. Hayes,

Peter Ower, James Booth,
Robert W, Scott,







THE PREPARATIONS.
I

TR
A

“T tell you what it is, if we are ever going to have
that excursion it is time we were at it. Here are near-
ly three years of our time gone, and we’ve done nothing
. yet. If we are going to do anything, we must take the
bull by the horns at once.”

The speaker was Major J. W. Congdon, Commandant
of the First Battalion, N. G. N. J. The time and place
was the April, (1883) meeting of the Board of Officers
of that organization, at the armory in Washington Hall,
Paterson, N. J.

Now, although the task of seizing a bull by the horns
is rather a precarious sort of an experiment, yet all the
other officers at once coincided that it had become a
necessity. For, as the Major had remarked, three years
had almost passed without anything definitely being
done about the long talked of excursion.

The Light Guard was organized in the early part of
1880. They were mustered into the State service on
May 17th of the same year. Soon after it was proposed
that the Battalion go somewhere on an excursion, for
the sake of not only having a good time, but also of en-
hancing the esprit du corps that always results from such
collective festivities. But in response to the proposi-
tions made there was not sufficient encouragement in
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the few answers received to warrant the undertaking.
In 1881 it was again proposed; but this year the pro-
ject was swallowed up by the time and expense attend-
ing the trip to Yorktown to participate in the great
Centennial celebration. The Light Guard did good
service on that occasion, and won credit not only for
themseves but for the entire State in winning the trophy
for the best appearance and drill in the grand review,
and in honor of which their breasts are now decorated
with the handsome bronze medals voted by the Legisla-
ture.

But on the Yorktown trip the Light Guard was
merged into the New Jersey Battalion, and in a great
measure lost its identity. And, furthermore, it was a
hard campaign, with more “business” than pleasure.
What then was wanted, was a trip that would consist
of unalloyed enjoyment.

In 1882 the proposition was renewed ; but the time
had not yet arrived. The subject was not yet ripe.

Such was the situation, when, at the meeting of the
Board of Officers in April 1883, Major Congdon made
the remark quoted at the commencement about seizing
the risky bovine by the antlers.

“ Where would you propose to go, Major ?”” asked one
of the other officers.

“The trip of all trips,” was the reply, “would be Al-
bany, Troy and Saratoga.”

All agreed that this would be just “bang up.”

“Have you made any estimate of the cost?” was
asked.

“Yes,” replied the Major. “It would cost just $26 a
man, for a party of one hundred and fifty, counting two

THE PREPARATIONS. 13

full days at one of the best hotels in Saratoga. That
would be a rather high assessment. I think $15 is as
much as each man ought to pay. That, however, count-
ing the amount the respective companies would proba.m-
bly be able and willing to appropriate from their
treasuries, would leave a deficiency of about $500.”

“T move we go,” said Captain Tilt. “ Let’s put it at
$15 a man, and make up the deficiency ourselves. Put
me down for $100.”

“Put me down for another $100,” said Quartermaster
J. H. Hindle.

“I won’t be outdone,” added the Major; “ I'll chip in
$100 more.”

The Captains of the respective companies pledged the
raising of the remainder among the other officers. This
disposed of the deficiency, and put the figures down to
$15 per man. It was decided that the Honorary Mem-
bers be invited as guests, on an assessment of $25 each.
(The assessment on the men was subsequently increased
to $17, the additional $2 being to pay for a pair of white
pantaloons for the parades, which was not counted on
in the first calculation.)

The original proposition was, of course, that Com-
pany C, which had been organized but a few months
and but recently joined the Battalion, should be
included in the excursion, and all the preliminary ar-
rangements counted on Company C’s participation.
But after a conference between the officers and men of
that organization, it was decided not to participate as a
body. The company had just been undergoing all the
expense attending the start of such an organization,
and they were about fitting up the finest company
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armory in the State, which made a financial drain upon
them, both individually and collectively, as great as
they could well bear at the presept time. So, much to
the regret of the other companies, Company C with-
drew from the project, as an organization. A number
of the members did go, but they were merged in the
other companies, as individuals.

The First Battalion is composed of Companies A, B
and C. Prior to their being mustered into the National
Guard of the State, Companies A and B constituted an
independent organization, known as “The Paterson
Light Guard.” The original name, and in fact the
original organization, in a social way, has been kept up
ever since. So Companies A and B constitute the
“Light Guard,” while all three companies form the
“First Batallion.” Thus it was that the withdrawal of
Company C made it the excursion of the ‘ Paterson
Light Guard ” instead of the “ First Battalion.”

The staff and line officers of the Light Guard, as well
as all the men, were enthusiastically in favor of the
proposed excursion to Albany, Troy and Saratoga, and
a special committee of five officers was appointed to
confer with like committees from the two companies,
and these three committees, in the aggregate, consti-
tuted the “ General Committee of Fifteen.” This com-
mittee had entire charge of all the arrangements for the
excursion. The committee was organized as follows :

THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF FIFTEEN.

Orricers.—Major J. W. Congdon,
Lieutenant J. H. Hindle, Quartermaster,
Captain Albert Tilt, Ins. of Rifle Practice,
Lieutenant Samuel V. S. Muzzy,
Lieutenant Samuel Thorp.
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CompaNY A.— Q. M. Sergeant J. L. Conklin,
First Sergeant John C. Bowering,
Sergeant John E. Hartley,
Garret H. Ramsey,
T. B. Spanton, (succeeded on his death by)
William H. Smith.

CompaNy B.—First Sergeant Fred. Vandervoort,
Sergeant Joseph Mosley,
Sergeant Albert A, Wilcox, Rt. General Guide,
Peter Quackenbush,
Edward H. Simonton.

OFFICERS OF COMMITTEE OF FIFTEEN.

Major J. W. Congdon, President.
Captain Albert Tilt, Vice President.
Sergeant A. A. Wilcox, Secretary.

Q. M. Sergeant J. L. Conklin, Treasurer.

SUB-COMMITTEES.

ON GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS,

Congdon, Wilcox, Conklin,
MUSIC.
Muzzy, Hindle, Bowering.
TRANSPORTATION.
Hartley, Muzzy, Smith,
BUBSISTENCE.
Hindle, Conklin, Quackenbush.
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UNIFORM.
Muzzy, Quackenbush, Congdon.
INVITATIONS.
Thorp, Hindle, Vandervoort.

The time for the excursion was at last ripe. The
men fell in with the idea with an enthusiasm equal to
that of the officers, and from the very start they entered
into the spirit of the project with a zeal that bespoke
its complete success. Preparatory drills were imme-
diately commenced. Voss’ celebrated First Regiment
Band of Newark was engaged. From June till Septein-
ber the talk of the armory was “the excursion.” An
arrangement was effected whereby the men could pay
their assessments by installments, so that it would not
be missed so much if paid out in one sum.

The enthusiastic anticipations of all concerned in-
creased as the date of the excursion, September 3rd,
grew nearer, and this enthusiasm became general be-
cause of the reports of the preparations that were pub-
lished from time to time in the local papers.

The militia companies of Troy heard of the prepara-
tions that were being made, and that the excursionists
proposed to pass through that city, whereupon they
held a meeting and resolved to extend the hospitalities
of the Troy soldiers and citizens to the visitors from Jer-
sey. The first intimation of this was the following
invitation :

R
e
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ARMORY
TIBBITS VETERAN CORPS,

TweLFTH SEPARATE COMPANY,

e

5th Brigade, 3d Division, N, G. S. N. Y.
Organized March 26, 1876.

Troy, N. Y., August 14th, 1883.
To the Officers and Members of the
Paterson Light Guard, Paterson,
N
GENTLEMEN :—Learning through
the public press of your intention
to visit Saratoga during the present
season, and that your programme
contemplates a visit to our city, we,
the undersigned, representatives of
the National Guard in Troy, take
great pleasure in tendering you an
escort and extending to you such
v civilities as your short stay in our
midst will permit. If the foregoing is agreeable to you and your
command, you will confer a favor by informing us of the date and
hour of your expected arrival here.
Yours respectfully,
Jos. Ecorr, Capt. Tibbits Veteran Corps,
Chairman.
Jas. W. Cusack, Capt. Troy Citizens Corps.
E. L. Coug, Capt. Tibbits Cadets.
Geo. T. SreexsurcH, Capt. 4th Battery.

The following invitation was also received from the

Saratoga militia :
2
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ARMORY OF 22ND SEPARATE CoMPANY INFANTRY, SArRATOGA CITI-
zENS Corps, SixTH BRicaDE, THIRD DIvisioN, N. G. S. N, Y.

SaraToca SpriNgs, N. Y., August 23d, 1883.

CommANDANT FirsT Barranion N. G. N. J.

Sir :—I have the honor to tender your command an escort on
the evening of your arrival at Saratoga Springs, Tuesday, Sept.
4th, next. Please notify me if accepted, and convey such infor-
mation as you may deem necessary, at your earliest convenience.

Yours respectfully,
R. C. McEwEN,
Capt. Com’d’g, 22nd Sep. Co.

Also the following letter from the great musician :

HEADQUARTERS OoF GILMORE’S BAND,
New York, June 22nd, 1882.

My Dear Major :—Much as I would wish to be with your com-
mand on their coming excursion to Saratoga, it will be impossible
for us to go, owing to our engagements here. Thanking you for
the call I am as ever,

Yours most truly,
P. S. GILMORE.

Such invitations as the above could not be suitably re-
sponded to by a formal letter through the mail, and so
it was decided that a committee go on, on behalf of the
Light Guard, and personally accept the invitations ex-
tended, and then go over the balance of the route and
complete all the arrangements. On August 18th this
committee, consisting of Major Congdon, Quartermaster
Hindle and Captain Beggs, proceeded to Troy, and then
went over the entire proposed route and perfected every
detail. When they came back and gave an idea of the
pleasures in store for the Battalion, the enthusiasm be-
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came more general and intense than ever, so that by
the time the all-important date was at last reached,
everything was fairly at a fever heat.

It would be impossible to give the slightest idea of
all the work that had to be done and all the details that
had to be looked after. That this was well done was
proven by the perfect smoothness and harmony that
characterized the entire excursion. A general idea of
the preparations may be inferred from the following
orders that were issued :

STATE oF NEW JERSEY, }
OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL.
Trenton, July 9th, 1883,
Special Orders, No. 16.
Permission is hereby granted the First Battalion, Na-
tional Guard of New Jersey to leave the State for the
* purpose of making an excursion to Albany, Troy and
Saratoga, New York, September 3d to 7th, 1883,
By order of the Commander-in-Chief,
WILLIAM S. STRIKER,
Adjutant General of New Jersey.
(Official),
BENJ. F. CHAMBERS, Ass’t Adj. Gen’l.

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, STATE OF NEW YORK,
ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE. }
Albany, July 17, 1883, .
Special Orders, No. 73,
(Extract.)
* #
IV. Permission to enter this State, under arms, from
the 3d to the 7th of September next, is hereby granted
to 1st Battalion, National Guard of New Jersey, Major
Joseph W, Congdon, commanding.
* # *

*

# #
By order of the Commander-in-Chief,

J. G. FARNSWORTH,
Adjutant General.
(Official),
J. B. STONEHOUSE,
Acting Ass't Adj. Gen’l.
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST Barravioy, N, G. N. J.
Paterson, July 20th, 1883.

General Orders No. 8, c. s.

(Extracts.)
# # * *

IIL. By permission of the Commanders-in-Chief of
New Jersey and New York, Companies ““A” and **B”
of this Battalion, with a limited number of Honorary
Members and invited guests, will make an excursion to
Albany, Troy and Saratoga, Sept. 3d to Tth, next. Ar-
rangements as far as completed are set forth in a ¢ Circu-
lar 7 issued herewith. ;

V. Promotions in Company “B” are announced as
follows : Sergt. Robert H. Fordyce to be Second Lieu-
tenant, vice Hilton resigned. Corporal Fred’k T. Van-
dervoort to be First Sergeant, vice Cooke, reduced upon
his own request. Corporal Geo. M. Howell to be Sergt.,
to fill the vacancy caused by the promotion of Sergt.
Fordyce. Privatef John B. Beardsley to be a Corporal,
to fill the vacancy caused by the promotion of Corporal
Vandervoort. Private Benj. F. Dowell to be a Corporal,
to fill the vacancy caused by the promotion of Corporal
Howell.

VI. With great sorrow the Commandant makes
notice of the loss by death, of two of the worthiest men
of this Battalion, both members of Company “A.”
Private Theo. B. Spanton died July 8th, and Private
James D. Dunkerly died July 14th" They were alike
most genial gentlemen, and true and faithful soldiers,
esteemed for those quahties that make manhood noble
and friendship dear. Their untimely deaths are to all
their comrades a lasting affliction.

VIL.  Appreciative ackaowledgment is due to Prof.
Florian Oborski, Sergeant Standard Bearer, for the com-
position and production of ‘“The March of the Kirst
Battalion,”” a musical work published for this command
and dedicated to 1ts first officer, an earnest of the inter-
est of a loyal and exemplary soldier.

By order of
JOS. W. CONGDON,
Jaumes Incuis, Jr | Major Commanding.
Lieut. and Adjutant.
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In the foregoing order is a notice of the death of Pri-
vate T. B. Spanton. As will have been seen, he was
one of the original members of the “ Committee of Fif-
teen.” When he paid in his assessment for the trip,
instead of handing the Treasurer only the first payment,
he paid the whole down at once.

“That isn’t necessary,” said the Treasurer, “you’'d
better do like the rest, and pay by installments.”

“You'd better take it now,” said Spanton; “some-
thing might happen so that you would not get the
balance.”

“I guess there’s no danger of anything happening,”
said the Treasurer.

“I might die before then,” laughingly remarked the
good-natured “ Ted.”

Poor fellow ! His words were prophetic. Before the
next payment was due he was indeed dead. His de-
mise was as sudden as it was unexpected.

Everybody liked Ted Spanton.

The following is the “Circular” referred to in the
foregoing order :

CIRCULAR

As agreed upon by those concerned, and by permission
from the proper authorities, the ‘ Paterson Light
Guard,” (Companies “A” and <B,” First Battalion,
N. G. N. J.) will make an excursion, Sept. 3d to 7th,
next. The details, as thus far arranged, are as follows:

PROGRAMME. —Leave Paterson (with Voss’ First Reg’t
Band —25 men), on Monday, Sept 3d, at 4.00 P. M.,
and New York by Steamer “Drew” for Albany at 6.00
P. M. Arrive at Albany 6.30 A, M., Tuesday, Sept. 4th.
After a short parade and a visit to the Capitol, leave
Albany at 11.30 A. M., and arrive in Troy at noon.
Leave Troy at 4 P. M., and arrive in Saratoga at the
Grand Union Hotel about 6 P. M. Dress parade will
precede breaking ranks on arrival.

Wednesday morning, Sept. 5th, Escort of the Colors
and Dress Parade at 9.30 o’clock. Wednesday afternoon,
Escort of the Colors, Review and Dress Parade at 6
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o’clock. Wednesday night, Grand Reception and Gar-
den Party in honor of the Light Guard, at the Grand
Union Hotel, with special illuminations, colored foun-
tains, &ec.

Thursday morning, Sept. 6th, Escort of the Colors and
Dress Parade at 10 o’clock. Thursday afternoon, depart-
ure from Saratoga at 4 o’clock and from Albany at 6
o'clock.

Friday morning, Sept. 7th, arrival in New York at 6.30
o’clock, breakfast at the Metropolitan Hotel at 7 o’clock,
march to the ferry and arrive in Paterson at 10 o’clock.

RESTRICTIONS. —Men will be expected and required to
be under the same discipline, while on parade and in
the ceremonies named, as if within the bounds of their
;;)_wn State ; all other hours they will command their own

ime.

INvITATIONS.—Honorary Members and other friends
of the Battalion whose names are filed with the Commit-
tee on Invitations (Lieut. Thorp, chairman), before
Aug. 12th, will be invited to join in the excursion.

ASSESSMENTS.—Members of the Battalion making the
excursion will be assessed $17.00 and invited guests
$25.00 each. Every subscriber of the ‘‘ Light Guard”
must pay $5.00 to the Treasurer of the Committee of his
Company before the 5th of August, and the balance (in-
cluding any appropriations from the Company Treasu-
ries) must be paid by 25th August. No member failing
to comply with these conditions will be accepted for the
excursion unless by an affirmitive vote of the Commit-
tee of Arrangements. The assessment of invited guests
will be payable August 15th or before.

These assessments provide for all cost of transporta-
tion, subsistence and entertainment, including meals
and berths on the boat, white flannel trousers for mem-
bers, and all other expenses save those wholly optional.

UnirorMS.— Both the State and Light Guard uniforms
and equipments will be used on this excursion, as here-
after to be prescribed. Men are requested to assemble
at the Armory on Thursday evening, July 26th, to be
measured for white flannel frousers. No assessment will
be made for white helmets.

QUARTERMASTER’S DEP'T.—Quartermaster Hindle and
his assistants will have full charge of the details of trans-
portation and subsistence. Every man will be allowed
to send a small piece of luggage of articles not required

" to be transported in his knapsack.

The Committee feel justified in promising a most pleas-
urable occasion and trust their efforts will meet with
unanimous co-operation.

Major Jos. W. Coxapox, Chn, ) For the ¢ Com-
SERGEANT JNoO. L. CONKLIN, % mittee of Fif-
SERGEANT ALBERT A, WILCOX, teen.”
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¢ Paterson Light Guard.”
AvGust 22d, 1883.
Special Orders No. 1, 1883.

The following details are announced for the excursion
to Albany, Troy and Saratoga, Sept. 3d—T7th, in addition
to the regulations heretofore made by the General Com-
mittee :

I. Members and guests desiring staterooms must re-
cord their names with Quartermaster Hindle, or engage
them personally at the office of the steamer ““ Drew ” in
New York before the 30th inst.

II.  After breakfast in Albany, (at the Delavan House),
the Battalion will be dismissed until 9:45 A. M., at
which time they will reassemble and take the boat for
Troy. There will be no parade in Albany.

HI. A most courteous and cordial invitation has been
accepted from the Tibbitts Corps, Citizens Corps, Cadet
Corps and City Artillery of Troy, in pursuance of which
the Battalion will be received with a salute of artillery
on arrival in Troy at 10.45 A. M., and participate in a
parade and collation with the organizations named,
after which, at 3:10 P. M., the Battalion will leave for
Saratoga. Every arrangement has been made for the
comfort and entertainment of the party in Saratoga.

1V. The State fatigue cap will be provided with a
loop, and hung on the right rear button of the coat, and
the forage cap may be taken in the knapsack. Two or
three pairs of white gloves should be taken by each man,
and standing collars to show above the coat. All but-
tons and brasses must be bright, and every uniform
clean. Overcoats will be rolled on top of the knapsacks,
and men are requested to meet for the purpose of ar-
ranging them and to receive their white trousers on
Friday Evening, 24th inst. Those who have not been
measured for white trousers must leave their measures
with G. Specht, 81 Prospect street, without a day’s de-

y.

V. Members are requested to meet in fatigue uni-
form on Tuesday evening, 28th inst., and Friday evening
31st inst., at 8 o’clock, for preparatory drills in the
manual and dress parade. Guests are invited to meet at
the Armory on Friday evening, 31st inst., for special in-
structions regarding the trip, and to receive their
badges.

23
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VL. Members and guests will each be allowed a small
valise, about 15x10x8 inches, or not more than one cubic
foot in measurement. Each piece of luggage must be
plainly marked, or tagged with a leather tag, with the

‘owner’s name, and must be delivered at the armory to

the Quartermaster, by 11 o’clock A. M., Sept 3d.

VIL Sergeants Jno. E. Hartley and Albert A. Wil-
coX are hereby detailed as Assistant Quartermaster
Sergeants, for the excursion, .

By order of
JOS. W. CONGDON,
JAMES INGLIS, JR., Major Commanding,
Lieut. and Adjutant.

“PATERSON LiGHT GUARD,”
Paterson, Aug. 28, 1883, }
Special Orders No. 2.

The following details, as further and finally arranged
for the excursion to Albany, Troy and Saratoga, are here-
by announced:

I. Hour of Assembly: 2.30 P. M, Sept. 3d.

II. Uniform, &e.:  “Light Guard” uniform, with
shoulder knots, white gloves, “P. L. G.” cartridge box,
belt and plate, “State ” scabbard, shako with red pom-
pon, knapsack, overcoat rolled and “State fatigue cap
suspended on right hip button ; with white woollen
pants, forage cap and extra white gloves in the knap-
sack.

III. Every member and guest is allowed to send by
the Quartermaster a small bag or valise not exceeding
one cubic foot in measurement  Such articles must be
delivered at the armory not later than 11 o’clock A. M.,
Sept. 3d.  Each piece of luggage must be securely tagged
or marked with the owner's name, and every article of
uniform or equipment should be so plalnly marked in a
proper place 50 as to avoid its loss.

IV. The Battalion will leave Paterson via Main and
;Ia{}iet streets, on the Midiand Railway, at 8.50 o'clock

M.

V. A preparatory drill will be held on Friday evening,
31st inst., and those who may then be in doubt about
their ability to go, are requested to *fall in for a
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short practice in Dress Parade and Review. Guests are
also requested to meet at the Armory on Friday night
to make their final arrangements and receive their
badges.

VL. The Committee cannot promise any staterooms to
those who do not engage them by Friday night.

VIL. A polite invitation has been received and ac-
cepted from the Saratoga Citizens Corps, 22d Separate
Co. Infantry, N. G. S. N. Y., offering the escort of that
command from the railway station in Saratoga to the
Grand Union Hotel.

VIL Tt is contemplated to leave New York on the re-
turn home, at noon on Friday, Sept. 7th, and arriving
in Paterson at one o’clock, march to the Armory via
Willis, Carroll, Broadway, Paterson, Market and Main
streets,

VIIL The full success of the affair in all respects is
now assured.

Such further orders as may be necessary will be issued
*“in the field.”

By order of
JOS. W. CONGDON,
JaMEs INGLIs, JR., Major Commanding,

Lieut. and Adjutant.

The following is a copy of the invitation sent to the
Honorary Members :

HEADQUARTERS

FIRST BATTALION,

N. G N, J,

Parerson, August 3rd, 1833.

DEAR SIr :
Companies A and B of this Battalion, ¢ The Pat-
erson Light Guard,” will make an excursion, Sept. 3d to Tth, ac-
cording to the following arrangements :

PROGRAMME,

MoNDAf, Sepr. 3rp.--Leave Paterson at 4 P. M., by special
train, and New York at 6 P. M. by Steamer * Drew,” for Albany.
Supper on the boat,
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TuespAy, Sepr. 41H.—Breakfast in Albany at 7.30 A. M. and,
after a short parade and visit to the Capitol, leave Albany at 11.30
A. M. and arrive in Troy at noon. Collation at 1 o’clock. Leave
Troy at 4 o’clock and reach Saratoga about 6 P. M. Dress
parade of the Light Guard on arrival. Supper at 7.30. Concert
in the evening.

‘WeDNESDAY, SEPT. 5TH.—Ceremonies of the Light Guard at
9.30 A. M. and 6 o’clock P. M. At night, grand reception and
garden party in honor of the Light Guard, at the Grand Union
Hotel, with special illuminations, colored fountains, &e.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 6TH.—Dress parade, &c., at 10 A. M. At 4
o’clock P. M., depart from Saratoga, and at 6 P. M. leave Albany
on the ¢ Drew.”

Fripay, Sepr. 7rH.—Arrive in New York at 6.30 A. M.
Breakfast at the Metropolitan at 7.30 o’clock ; march to the ferry
(Desbrosses street) and arrive in Paterson about 10 o’clock A. M.

The music will be furnished by Voss’ celebrated band of New-
ark—25 men. The hostelry at Saratoga, the famous Grand Union
Hotel, needs no commendation. A limited number of Honorary
Members and invited guests will accompany the Light Guard on
this excursion. You are respectfully and cordially invited lo be one
of the number. 'The cost will be $25.00, covering all expenses of
transportation, subsistence and entertainment, including berths
on the boat. Those preferring to have staterooms can obtain
them by notifying the Quartermaster (Lieut. Jno. H. Hindle), and
paying the difference.

This subseription of $25.00 should be paid to Sergeant John
L. Conklin, Treasurer, (at the Post Office), by or before Aug. 25th,
and all who intend making the trip should notify the committee
at once. Those unable to decide immediately may be accepted by
the committee at a later date, if the limited number (50) is not
filled.

Badges will be furnished to guests and each man will be allowed
a small piece of luggage, which the Quartermaster will take
charge of.

Guests will be under no restrictions whatever during the excur-
sion as to the disposition of their time and movements. As many
as choose to do so are invited to participate in the parades.

We shall be highly gratified to receive your acceptance of this
invitation. A memorable and most enjoyable affair is anticipated.

X Courteously Yours,

Lr. Jvo. H. HiNnDLE,

L. Sam’n THoRP,
SeEraT. F. T. VANDERVOORT,

For the < Commiliee of Fifteen.”
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SPECIAL REGULATIONS AND ADMONITIONS.

Parades, &c.—The un-uniformed Battalion of Ancient and
Honorable Guests will be divided into single rank platoons ; each
Jlatoon will elect its own Captain, who, if not a graduate of West
Point, must agree to keep step with the ¢“base” drum (left foot

- preferred.) Men taking more or less than 28 inches to the step
" will be ordered to the rear. Permission will be given to lewe the
~ ranks for the purpose of receiving bouquets from ladies, but bald-

headed men must not uncover during the ceremony.

Hotel Regulations, (Extracts).—¢* Guests will not blow out the
gas on retiring, but turn it off.” ‘“No washing or ironing allowed

"~ to be done in rooms.” ¢ Dogs not taken.” ¢¢Children in arms

not allowed at table.”

Indulgences.—Guests will not be required or expected to retire
earlier than 9 o’clock P. M. The amount of Congress Water al-
lowed per person will be unlimited. (Ordinary water, in limited
quantities, will be supplied for purposes of ablution, but not for
drinking.) Guests will -be at liberty to attend the Hanlan-Court-
ney boat race and the Saratoga Park running races (dismounted),
but are warned that French pool tickets are not invariably
¢“good.” Guests will be allowed to dance at the ¢ garden party,”
provided they ‘¢ glide ’—no * jumping” or ‘¢ pivoting ” permitted.
Married men will not be allowed to monopolize ¢ eligible ”” young
ladies. Bromide of Potassia can be obtained from the Surgeons
in the morning.

Restrictions.—Guests called upon to ¢ respond ”” must not make
speeches longer ‘than that of the Quartermaster, nor imitate his
“usual happy manner.” Not more than one poetical quotation
will be allowed in any ‘‘response,” and quotations in Latin are

. prohibited. Verbum sal sapienti. Speeches of guests will be ap-

plauded at the proper intervals. (Compliments for ¢ popular ”
officers and the ““efficient” committee will not be regarded as

. ““taffy.”) Allusions to New Jersey as a ‘‘ foreign country,” and

““this auspicious occasion,”” are not permissible.

Cautionary and Advisory.—Such remarks as, ‘‘looks like rain,”
and ‘“how are you feeling this morning ?”” will render a person
liable to be ordered before Judge Adjutant Inglis. Every un-

" licensed vender of an old story or joke will be shot at sunrise,

under the direction of Captain Tilt. Those needing evidence of
an alibi will apply to Judge Advocate Chiswell, and Paymaster
Allen will furnish bail in all requisite cases. Guests are advised
to keep diaries, with an accurate record of all their doings, for
possible use upon their return home. Those suffering from
home-sickness will be permitted to return on foot at any hour, if
proper application is made in writing.
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Flinally, guests, during all this excursion, should be ¢ watchful
and guarded ” in all their actions, so that members of the Light
Guard needing rest or sleep may not be disturbed by hilarious
conduct, nor be ‘“broken of their rest.”

Parerson, N. J., Aug. 3d, 1883,

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rp, 1883.

FTER an almost interminable amount of talk and
preparation the Paterson Light Guard, together
with Voss’ superb Newark band, (led by the talen-

ted Fred. Voss himself), and the invited guests, assem-
bled, “armed and equipped,” in Washington Hall, on
the afternoon of Monday, September 3d, 1883, ready for
starting on what proved to be the liveliest and most in-
teresting four days’ excursion that any military organi-
zation ever experienced.

There had been some busy work in the earlier part of
the day, in the completion of the final details. On such
a trip as this, with such a number of men, there are a
thousand and one little things.to look after, some of
which are easily anticipated, while others may arise on
contingencies that are almost impossible to foresee. *In
this instance, however, either there were no unforeseen
contingencies, or else those in charge of the arrange-
ments were possessed of a more than ordinary amount
of foresight, for not on the entire excursion did a cir-
cumstance arise that was not fully provided for in ad-
vance. The credit for this is due to the arrangements
completed by Major Congdon, Quartermaster Hindle

A . )
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and Captain Beggs, who, before the excursion, went
over the entire route and provided for every detail that
could possibly arise. The extra baggage of the officers
and men and the valises of the invited guests were
packed in two great wooden trunks that went ahead of
the excursionists at every move, forming a sort of van-
guard to the main party. So that, at every point, the
excursionists, without the trouble of looking after
checks or carrying heavy packages, found their luggage
in waiting, only to be carried to state room or bed room.

The Light Guard presented a pretty picture as they
marshalled in Washington Hall on the afternoon of
September 3d, preparatory to their departure. The
staff officers were resplendant in bright uniforms and
gold cords, and their breasts were covered with medals,
every one of which it was an honor to wear. Glancing
along the line of the non-commissioned officers and en-
listed men could also be seen similar insignias and
trophies of skill at Brinton, of honor at Yorktown, and
on many, of glory achieved on the bloody battle fields
of the great rebellion. In their handsome grey uni-
forms, with their well-kept rifles and equipments, their
unique shakos, and their sealskin knapsacks, surmount-
ed with carefully rolled overcoats “with the red out-
side,” the Light Guard formed a battalion that would
swell with pride the heart of any commanding officer.
That it did swell the heart of Major Congdon is a fact
unadmissable of doubt. That the other officers and
men felt equally proud of their gallant Major, is equally
true ; and it was a fact that, unmanifested so long, could
be no longer restrained without some visible outward
demonstration.

MAJOR CONGDON’S SURPRISE. 31

The men were drawn up in line and Adjutant Inglis
was about to turn over the command to the Major,

- when, contrary to all military etiquette or discipline,

Captain Aaron Doremus, of Company A, stepped for-
ward, and walking up to Major Congdon, addressed him
as follows :

Masor ConepoN :—Before we set out upon this excursion there
are a few words to be addressed to you in behalf of the Paterson
Light Guard. With this command your name is closely identi-
fied, and from its very beginning you have been prominent in its
councils and chief in its administration. While its success and
its honorable record are due in part to every officer and member,
they are also largely due to you. You were elected to the post of
Commandant, and you have faithfully performed its duties.
Your skill, your thoroughness, your attention to details, your
soldierly character—have claimed and gained our admiration and
esteem. We think it right to make some public expression and
give some visible token. A decoration on the breast.of a soldier
is not a toy. Tt marks him out as worthy of signal honor. For
that purpose we have prepared this badge. It bears the mono-
gram of the Paterson Light Guard, the shoulder strap—the insig-
nia of your office—your own name, blended together in the
decoration as they have been in fact. It is worked in gold, it is
starred with diamonds, a pure and precious tribute to an officer
and a soldier from his fellow soldiers and his fellow officers,
Major, I present this badge to you in behalf of the Paterson Light
Guard (pinning it on the breast of the Major’s coat), and to-day
and always let it remind you of the honorable past in which you
and its donors have been so intimately associated. Remember
them by it, as in it they have remembered you. This little vol-
ume (handing him a hook) contains their names. Accept this
also as an additional memorial. Every name on these pages is
that of a friend as well as a comrade.” The badge and the book
speak trath in every gem, in every line. Their language is that
of highest regard and most sincere appreciation. Receive them
and keep them as a manifestation of the heartfelt sentiments of
the Paterson Light Guard.

The Major’s badge sparkled with diamonds and burn-
ished gold, but his eyes were dimmed with emotion.
Surprising as it may seem, there is no doubt that the
effort to keep the affair a profound secret was a perfect
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success. The badge is the most elegant trinket ever
pinned to a Major’s coat. The following will give an
idea of it as far as words can: The cross bar at the top is
of oxidized gold, upon which are raised letters, with bur-
nished face, reading, “The Paterson Light Guard to”—
Under this inscription, suspended by a gold chain, is a
perfect Major’s shoulder strap, in gold and blue enamel,
in the centre of which is “ Major J. W. Congdon.” Be-
low are a pair of crossed swords, the scabbards being
made of platinum and the mountings of gold, and the
workmanship down to the finest detail is of the most
artistic character. In the centre of the crossed swords
is the monogram, “P. L. G.” Under this is suspended
the Maltese cross emblem of the Guard, with the letters,
“N. G. N. J.” on the four arms of the cross, and “First
Battalion” in the middle. In the very centre is a large
diamond, ‘of purest ray serene,” weighing one and a
half carats and worth over $100. On the four arms of
the cross are four other diamonds, worth about $50
apiece. The diamonds alone cost $300, and the whole
badge is worth over $400. It is one of the most elegant
things of the kind, both in design and finish, that was
ever made, and no description can give a true idea of its
beauty. The accompanying book was a sort of auto-
graph album, containing the names of all those who
subsecribed for the badge, under the following address :

The officers and men of the Paterson Light Guard whose names
are contained in this volume do cordially unite in the accompany-
ing testimonial as a sincere expression of the esteem and regard in
which they hold Major Jeseph W. Congdon, who, as an originator
and promoter of the organization, as its able and efficient com-
manding officer, as a gallant comrade, a true friend, a soldier and
a gentleman, is worthy of the highest honors that can be paid him
by his associates in the service of the State.

ParersoN, Sept. 3d, 1883.
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On the last page of the book is an inseription in Latin

a5 follows:

¥ “ Sodalis Hilaris Est.”

A liberal translation of which might be said to be :
“He’s a jolly good fellow.”

This album is an elegant specimen of artistic skill in
fancy penmanship, and was engrossed by Mr. E. E.

~ Jones, formerly of Paterson, but now the designer for
. Appleton’s great publishing house.

It was some moments before the Major, usually cool

1 and eloquent though he is, could recover himself suffi-
" ciently to reply, which he finally did, substantially as
= follows :

CAPTAIN DOREMUS AND GENTLEMEN ;—I did think that I was in

command of this battalion, but I find T am not even in command
~ of myself—of my feelings. I am overwhelmed with the greatness

of this unexpected expression of your regard for me, and I have no

3 fitting reply to make ; but I do say that I thank you, and I appre-
~ ciate your beautifui gift —the most beautiful of its kind I have

ever seen. I have done no more than my duty and do not regard
my poor merit with the same view which you have been pleased
to express. Each one of these of the rank and file, and these my

" brother officers, has done as much as I. But I am proud and

~ deeply touched with this token all the same and shall ever look
upon it as marking one of the pleasantest events of my life. It
was proposed some time since to tender me a supper, but that I
declined, as I did not desire to be singled out for especial honor.
I suppose the idea has now taken the present shape, and I must
confess that I am taken entirely by surprise. I can only com-
mend the battalion for the great progress they have made within
three short years, and this is due, more than to any other, to the
rank and file. In the days when we shall grow old and gray we
will look back on the pleasant days and the good times we have
enjoyed together as members of the First Battalion. There are
some steps even on the sands of time that are ineffaceable, and
these that we are taking together, will, T hope, be of the number.
This little book I will prize as not the least of the expressions of
kind regard from my comrades in arms, and I will treasure it up
among those things that I hold most dear.
3
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The Major then saluted the command, while the lat-
ter broke out in enthusiastic applause and cheers, and
Fred. Voss, who always does the right thing at the
right moment, started the band into playing “ Hail to
the Chief.”

The command was then formally turned over to the
Major and the battalion filed out and marched through
Main, Market, Willis and Straight streets to the New
York, Susquehanna and Western Railroad depot to take
the 3.50 train to New York. The streets were crowded
with people and there was as great a concourse of citi-
zens at the depot as if the battalion were starting for
the seat of war, instead of only a four days’ pleasure
trip to the most fashionable and high-toned Summer
resort in America.

Nothing specially worthy of note occurred on the trip
to New York, except perhaps the pleasurable excite-
ment caused at the stations en route by the music of the
band and the sight of the brilliant uniforms of the sol-
diers. It would be unjust, however, to skip over this
part of the excursion without saying a word expressive
of the general sentiment of the entire party towards the
Midland (N. Y. S. and W.) Railroad Company, for the
superior accommodations they afforded the excursion-
ists, both going and returning.

With a blare of brass horns and martial tread the
battalion marched through the Pennsylvania Railroad
depot to the Debrosses street ferry boat, and soon they
pressed their feet upon foreign soil—New York State.
Though the dock of the People’s Line was but one
block up, yet traffic was suspended and clerks and mer-
chants ran out to see “the boys from Jersey,” as they
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j: marched along West street, and all bestowed a word of
~ praise upon them for their creditable and soldier-like
~ appearance.
~ The battalion marched directly down the dock and
- upon the deck of the magnificent steamer *Drew,”
" where they were received by the popular and ex-
perienced Captain S. F. Roe. Here, as everywhere, the
- perfect work of the advance committee was manifested.
~ Everything was in readiness for the party, and every
one was made as welcome as if he had been a million-
" aire. Nothing was too good on that boat for the Pater-
- son soldiers; so they were marched straight up the
- grand stairway into the great saloon, where line was
~ formed and the men were given a few informal instruc-
~ tions for the night. The order was then given to
“hreak ranks,” the men were assigned state rooms, and
- from then till morning they were individuals rather
~ than soldiers.
- At the dock and on the steamer were quite a number
- of Paterson citizens gathered to see the party off.
- Here also the excursionists were joined by some invited
- guests who had come thus far alone. The party was
now complete for the first time.
There were a good many passengers on the “Drew,” but
~ the choice of rooms had been allotted to the excursion-
~ ists, who, in all respects, seemed to have the run of the
~ steamer for this trip. The two gorgeously furnished
~ and artistically painted bridal chambers were occupied
by the principal officers—Major Congdon and Quarter-
- master Hindle having one, and Captains Beggs and Do-
- remus the other. These rooms were “ open house ” for
~all; and here it might be said that when the line was
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broken all rank was forgotten. ~ All met on the same
level, and the lowest private was treated with the same
gentlemanly respect as the most elaborately decorated
staff officer. As for the invited guests, they were treated
like princes, every Light Guardsman having apparently
been constituted a committee of one on the entertain-
ment of those wearing citizens’ clothes and white satin
badges.

Savory smells arose from the sub-aqueas depths of the
great. vessel soon after it had steamed out upon the
placid waters of the noble Hudson, and with sharpened
appetites the excursionists

“ Generally went below,”

to sample the edibles that weighted down the loaded ta-
bles. The menu was expressly dedicated to the Light
Guard, with embossed military designs on the cover
and the name of the battalion emblazoned on the front
page. The bill of fare was as follows :—
Oyster Soup.
Mgears.—Beef Stealk, Broiled Bacon, Ham and Eggs,
Mutton Chops.

Fisa.—Fish Balls, Blue Fish.
Eaas.—Boiled, Fried, Secrambled, Omeletta.

VecerasLes —Fried Potatoes, Saratoga Chips, Stewed,
Tomatoes.
Breap.—French Rolls, Plain Bread, Hot Biscuits,
Graham Bread, Toast.

Tea, Coffee, Chocolate, Milk.

“Ample justice” are tame words to express the liberal
manner with which all treated themselves at this meal.
Had the excursionists known what was in store for them
in Troy the following day, they might perhaps thought
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it well to reserve some of their gastronomical resources.

* But let that pass ; we will not anticipate.

After supper most of the excursionists and nearly all
the passengers gathered in the grand saloon to listen to
a concert by Voss' orchestra. They opened with a

~ march from Sullivan’s “Iolanthe,” with fine effect, and

an encore was demanded. An overture by Boetcher,

«Tyilight Hours,” was the next on the programme and

was rewarded with another encore. A selection on the
cornet by Mr. Dana was well rendered, but the most en-
thusiastically received piece was a potpourri entitled
“Camp Life,” by Wiegand. ~Mr. Dana, with a cornet,
was stationed near the stern of the boat, while the band
remained in its place towards the bow. The military
responses by the cornet and band provoked a great deal

* of enthusiasm, and when the pofpourri ended the boat

resounded with applause and several encores were in-
gsisted on.  After a polka, by Bial, the concert closed
with a fine rendition of Mr. Oborski’s “First Battalion
March.” This concert was one of the most interesting
incidents of the trip up the Hudson.
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After the music a number of speeches were made.
The first was a characteristic one by Quartermaster
Hindle, whose peculiar oratory was something new to
the general passengers. At first they “took it all in,”
and opened their eyes withamazement ; but finally when
it did get through their heads that it was purely face-
tious as well as fictitious, they almost destroyed the in-
tegrity of their garment fastenings with merriment.
With mock gravity he informed the audience that he
wrote all the speeches delivered at the armory, that he
composed the music which just thrilled the audience,
that he was happy to see that the education he had given
those present had produced its desired effect; that he
designed the plans of the “Drew” and built the boat, ad
infinitum.  Speeches then followed from Messrs. L. A.
Piaget, Captain Allen, School Commissioner Morrow, F.
W. Ensign, Captain Beggs, Senator Griggs and others,
after which there was some excellent singing by Messrs.
Bowering, Hart, Piaget and others.

Smoking on the deck, flirting with the lady passen-
gers, and calling upon one another occupied the rest of
the evening, until finally, considerably after midnight,
the last ““ good stayer ” sought his stateroom and “turned
in” for a little much-needed rest.
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House and had a good breakfast, after which the time
until 9.30 was spent in visiting the new Capitol. Itisa
marvellous building. It has been under way fourteen
and a half years and has cost fourteen and a half mil-
lions of dollars, so far. Ten million dollars and ten years
more will be required to finish it. It is worth going a
thousand miles to see. But this is no place to describe
it. The visit to Albany, aside from the breakfast and
~ Capitol, was devoid of interest. ~There was no military
reception. There had been some talk of the Burgess
Corps turning out, but it was said that the principal offi-
cers were absent from the city, so that it could not be
done. What Albany lacked in a demonstration, how-
ever, was more than made up at Troy, for which place
~ the excursionists started at 10 A. M.
Bamber, who was suffering from an attack of fever 4 The Hudson river narrowed more and more until it
3 —all hands were up, “as fresh as a daisy,” almost ‘ . was scarcely the width of the Passaic at Paterson, when,
W}th.the first streak of daylight. The “Drew” was then " on turning a bend, the smoking Bessemer Steel Works
w1t111na.t short distance of Albany, and the noble Hudson " " burst into view. Then commenced a Bedlam of wel-
had dwindled down to an insignificant stream. The weath-  come, with screaming whistles from the factories and
er had become considerably cooler during the night, and ~ passing tugs, with cheering workmen, who ran out in
the difference between the temperature of the air and the ~ their shirt sleeves to join in the general welcome, and
water made a sort of steamy fog rise in great clouds from . with a deafening salute of artillery.
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