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CHAPTER 8 

STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENT 

Authority 

N.J.S.A. 18A:7A-49, 18A:7C, 18A:7E-2 through 5, 18A:35-4.2, 
18A:35-4.7, 18A:54 and 18A:59-5. 

Source and Effective Date 

R.2000 d.190, effective May 1, 2000. 
See: 32 N.J.R. 395(a), 32 N.J.R. 1528(a). 

Executive Order No. 66(1978) Expiration Date 
Chapter 8, Standards and Assessment, expires on May 1, 2005. 

Chapter Historical Note 

Chapter 8, Standards and Assessment, was adopted as R.2000 d.190, 
effective May 1, 2000. See: Source and Effective Date. 
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SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

6A:8-1.1 Purpose 

_ (a) The Core Curriculum Content Standards define what 
( - all students should know and be able to do by the end of 
~- their public school education. 
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1. . The Core Curriculum Content Standards specify 
expectations in seven academic content areas: the visual 
and performing arts, comprehensive health and physical 
education, language arts literacy, mathematics, science, 
social studies, and world languages. The Core Curriculum 
Content Standards also include the following five Cross­
Content Workplace Readiness Standards: career plan­
ning; use of technology, information, and other tools; 
critical thinking, decision making, and problem solving; 
self-management; and application of safety principles. 
These workplace readiness standards reinforce the com­
mon threads among all content areas. 

2. The Core Curriculum Content Standards are fur­
ther delineated by cumulative progress indicators at the 
benchmark grades of four, eight, and 11-12. These cumu­
lative progress indicators further clarify expectations for 
student achievement. 

3. The Core Curriculum Content Standards for Stu­
dents with Severe Disabilities is an adaptation of the Core 
Curriculum Content Standards and shall delineate expec­
tations for students with severe disabilities who meet 
criteria established by the Department of Education. 

(b) The Core Curriculum Content Standards, including 
cumulative progress indicators, enable district boards of 
education to establish curriculum and instructional method­
ologies for the purpose of providing students with the 
constitutionally mandated system of "thorough" public 
school instruction. 

(c) The Statewide assessment system measures student 
progress· in the attainment of the Core Curriculum Content 
Standards. 

(d) The results of the Statewide assessments shall facili­
tate program evaluation based on student performance and 
shall enable district boards of education, the public, and 
government officials to evaluate the educational delivery 
systems of all public schools. 

6A:8-1.2 Scope 
(a) The Core Curriculum Content Standards apply to all 

students enrolled in public elementary, secondary, and adult 
high school education programs within the State of New 
Jersey. 

(b) Throughout this chapter, unless otherwise noted, "dis­
trict boards of education" shall be interpreted to include all 
providers of publicly funded elementary, secondary, and 
adult high school education programs, including county 
vocational schools, educational services commissions, join­
ture commissions, charter schools, regional day schools, 
adult high schools, county special services school districts, 
the Marie H. Katzenbach School for the Deaf, the Depart­
ment of Human Services, the Department of Corrections, 
the Juvenile Justice Commission, State facilities, organiza­
tions, and approved private schools for the disabled. 
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(c) District boards of education shall align their curricu­
lum and instructional methodologies to assist all students in 
achieving the Core Curriculum Content Standards and to 
prepare all students for employment or postsecondary study 
upon their graduation. 

(d) Progress toward meeting the Core Curriculum Con­
tent Standards shall be measured by the Statewide assess­
ment system at benchmark grade levels four, eight, and 
11-12 and at any other grades deemed appropriate by the 
Commissioner. 

6A:8-1.3 Definitions 
The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, 

shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise. 

"Accommodations or modifications to the Statewide as­
sessment system" means changes in testing procedures or 
formats that provide students with disabilities and students 
with limited English proficiency an equitable opportunity to 
participate in assessment and demonstrate their knowledge 
and skills in the areas assessed. 

"Advanced Placement courses" means those courses 
aligned with the course descriptions provided by the College 
Board and intended to provide students with the opportuni­
ty to complete college-level studies during secondary school. 

"Advanced proficient" means a score achieved by a stu­
dent at or above the cut score which demarks a comprehen­
sive and in-depth understanding of the knowledge and skills 
measured by a content-area component of any State assess­
ment. 

"All stud(mts" means every student enrolled in public 
elementary, secondary, and adult high school education 
programs within the State of New Jersey. 

"AP A" means the Alternate Proficiency Assessment, to 
be used to determine student achievement of the knowledge 
and skills specified by the Core Curriculum Content Stan­
dards for Students with Severe Disabilities. 

"Apprentice" means an employee of legal working age 
who meets the qualifications established by the apprentice 
sponsor and who is employed under a written agreement 
which provides that related training and on-the-job exp.eri­
ence received are in accordance with approved standards of 
apprenticeship established by the U.S. Department of Labor 
and the Equal Employment Opportunity in Apprenticeship 
and Training Act (29 CFR §§ 29.29 and 29.30), and in 
conformance with the Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

"Approved private schools for the disabled" means the 
incorporated entities approved by the Department of Edu­
cation according to N.J.A.C. 6A:14-7.2 or 7.3 to provide 
special education and related services to students with dis­
abilities who have been placed by the district board of 
education or charter school responsible for providing their 
education. 

Supp. 5-1-00 8-2 

DEPT. OF EDUCATION 

"Assessment" means a State~developed or State-approved 
standardized instrument or process that measures student 
performance levels on the Core Curriculum Content Stan-
dards. \___) 

"Career awareness and exploration" means instruction 
and programs which assist students to clarify career goals, 
explore career possibilities, develop employability skills, and 
make the transition from school to work and/or postsecond­
ary education. 

"Charter school" means a public school operated under a 
charter granted by the Commissioner and independently of 
a district board of education, with a board of trustees as the 
public agents authorized by the State Board of Education to 
supervise and control the charter school. 

"Chief school administrator" means the superintendent of 
schools or, if there is no superintendent in the district, the 
administrative principal who works directly with the board 
of education. 

"Commissioner" means the Commissioner, New Jersey 
State Department of Education, or his or. her designee. 

: "Core Curriculum Content Standards" means statements 
adopted by the State Board of Education May 1, 1996, and 
as thereafter revised by the State Board, which describe the 
knowledge and skills all New Jersey students are expected to "'\ 
acquire by the benchmark grades of four, eight, and 11-12. 0 
These standards, published by the Department as document 
PTM 1400.06, are established for the provision of a thor-
ough and efficient education pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-4 
and as a basis for the evaluation of school districts in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 6:8-2.1(a). 

"Core Curriculum Content Standards for Students with 
Severe Disabilities" means an adaptation of the Core Cur­
riculum Content Standards with adapted cumulative prog­
ress indicators which describe the knowledge and skills New 
Jersey students with severe disabilities are expected to be 
working toward. 

"Credit" means the award for the equivalent of a class 
period of instruction which meets for a minimum of 40 
minutes, one time per week, during the school year. 

"Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards" means 
statements adopted as an integral part of the Core Curricu­
lum Content Standards, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 
6:8-2.1(a)3 and 4, by the State Board of Education, and 
published by the Department in document PTM 1400.06, 
which are infused across all academic content areas and 
address the knowledge and skills needed to prepare all . · 
students to maximize their ability to be self-sufficient and "'\ 
contributing members of society. ''-J 
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"Cumulative progress indicators" means the statements 
which further delineate the Core Curriculum Content Stan­
dards. 

"Curriculum frameworks" means documents published by 
the Department of Education that include and elaborate on 
the Core Curriculum Content Standards for kindergarten 
through grade 12 education and that may assist in the 
development of local curricula. 

"Cut scores" means scores on the assessment scales that 
demarcate the various performance levels (that is, partially 
proficient, proficient, and advanced proficient). 

"District boards of education" means, for purposes of this 
chapter, all providers of publicly funded elementary, second­
ary, and adult high school education programs, including 
county vocational schools, educational services commissions, 
jointure commissions, charter schools, regional day schools, 
adult high schools, county special services school districts, 
the Marie H. Katzenbach School for the Deaf, the Depart­
ment of Human Services, the Department of Corrections, 
the Juvenile Justice Commission, State facilities, organiza­
tions, and approved private schools for the disabled. 

"ESP A" means the Elementary School Proficiency As­
sessment, which is used to determine cumulative achieve­
ment of the Core Curriculum Content Standards through 
fourth grade. 

, ~·" "Evaluation," formerly called "monitoring," means the 
~~ process by which the Commissioner of Education or his or 

her designee evaluates the status of each school district or 
charter school. 

~· 

"504 plan" means a written educational plan prepared by 
the 504 team for a 504 student. 

"504 student" means a person, defined under Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794, and 34 
CFR § 104.3(a), (c) and (d), who has a physical or mental 
impairment which substantially limits one or more major life 
activities, has a record of such an impairment, or is regarded 
as having such an impairment. 

"504 team" means a group of persons which makes 
program and placement decisions according to Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794, and 34 
CFR § 104.35(c). 

"GEP A" means the Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment, 
which is used to determine cumulative achievement of the 
Core Curriculum Content Standards through eighth grade. 

"Gifted and talented students" means those exceptionally 
able students who possess or demonstrate high levels of 
ability, in one or more content areas, when compared to 
their chronological peers in the local district and who 

1 require modifications of their educational program if they 
. ~are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities. 
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"HSPA" means the High School Proficiency Assessment, 
which is used to determine · student achievement of the 
knowledge and skills specified by the Core Curriculum 
Content Standards. 

"HSPT" means the High School Proficiency Test, which is 
used to determine student achievement of knowledge and 
skills in reading, writing, and mathematics. This test is to be 
replaced by the HSP A. 

"IEP" means Individualized Education Program, which is 
a written plan for students with disabilities developed at a 
meeting according to N.J.A.C. 6A:14--2.3(h)2 that sets forth 
present levels of performance, measurable annual goals, and 
short-term objectives or benchmarks, and describes an inte­
grated, sequential program of individually designed instruc­
tional activities and related services necessary to achieve the 
stated goals and objectives. 

"IEP Team" means the participants who are required to 
attend the meeting to develop the Individualized Education 
Program as specified in N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.3(h)2. 

"Instructional adaptation" means an adjustment or modi­
fication to instruction enabling students with disabilities, 
students with limited English proficiency, or students who 
are gifted and talented to participate in, benefit from, 
and/or demonstrate knowledge and application of the Core 
Curriculum Content Standards. 

"LEP" means limited English proficient. 

"Magnet program" means a program designed to attract 
students from throughout a district by offering a specialized 
curriculum. 

"National Skill Standards Board" means the group estab­
lished by the National Skill Standards Act of 1994, 20 U.S.C. 
§§ 5931 et seq., for the purpose of developing a national 
system of skill standards, assessment, and certification of 
skill attainment. 

"Native language" means the language or mode of com­
munication first learned by the student. 

"Partially proficient" means a score achieved by a student 
below the cut score which demarks a solid understanding of 
the content measured by an individual section of any State 
assessment. 

"Performance assessment" means demonstrations of what 
students know and can do, including such things as open­
ended or constructed response questions, essays, portfolios 
of student work, projects, and reports of laboratory or work­
based experiences. 

"Performance level" means one of several categories de­
scribing student proficiency with regard to the achievement 
of the State's Core Curriculum Content Standards defined 
by cumulative progress indicators . 
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"Proficient" means a score achieved by a student at or 
above the cut score which demarks a solid understanding of 
the content measured by an individual section of any State 
assessment. 

"Rehabilitation Act" means the Federal Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. §§ 701 et seq., as amended in 1992. 

"SETC" means the State Employment and Training Com­
mission established under P.L. 1989, c.295 to develop and 
assist in the implementation of a State employment and 
training policy. 

"SRA" means Special Review Assessment, which is an 
alternative assessment that measures achievement of the 
Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

"State Board" means the New Jersey State Board of 
Education. 

"State-endorsed diploma" means a document awarded to 
an exiting student indicating successful completion of high 
school graduation requirements. 

"Structured learning experience" means supervised stu­
dent co-curricular or extra-curricular activities, school-based 
enterprises, volunteer or paid employment, apprenticeship 
programs, or community service within disciplines linked to 
the Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

"Transcript" means a document for all students exiting 
the public education system that describes a student's prog­
ress toward achievement of the Core Curriculum Content 
Standards and other relevant experiences and achievements. 

"WIB" means a regional/county Workforce Investment 
Board established under Governor Christine Todd Whit­
man's Executive Order No. 36(1995) to plan and coordinate 
all the workforce development programs within its area. 

SUBCHAPTER 2. THE CORE CURRICULUM 
CONTENT STANDARDS 

6A:8-2.1 Authority for educational goals and standards 

(a) The State Board of Education is responsible for 
establishing State educational goals and standards according 
to P.L. 1990, c.52, P.L. 1991, c.3 and P.L. 1991, c.62. 

1. In May 1996, the State Board adopted by resolution 
the Core Curriculum Content Standards and associated 
cumulative progress indicators, which establish the basis 
for local curriculum and instruction, the Statewide assess­
ment system, and evaluation of local district boards of 
education. 
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2. The Commissioner shall develop Core Curriculum 
Content Standards for Students with Severe Disabilities, 
based on the Core Curriculum Content Standards and 
including adapted cumulative progress indicators. \__) 

3. The State Board on or before May 2001 will initiate 
a review and readoption process for the Core Curriculum 
Content Standards, including any Core Curriculum Con­
tent Standards for Students with Severe Disabilities. This 
process will be repeated every five years thereafter, based 
on recommendations by the Commissioner according to 
the following procedure: 

i. The Commissioner shall convene advisory panels 
of public school educators, higher education represen­
tatives, business representatives, and other citizens, to 
review and, if necessary, to recommend modifications 
to the Core Curriculum Content Standards and the 
associated cumulative progress indicators within a 
scheduled period of time established by the Commis­
sioner. 

ii. The Commissioner shall present to the State 
Board for consideration at a public meeting any recom­
mended revisions to the Core Curriculum Content 
Standards and the associated cumulative progress indi­
cators. 

iii. Advanced notice(s) of the State Board meeting 
at which the recommended Core Curriculum Content -, 
Standards will be considered shall be published in the 1 1 

New Jersey Register. ~ 

iv. The State Board will conduct public hearings on 
the Commissioner's recommendations at dates, times, 
and locations announced in the New Jersey Register. 

v. Upon State Board adoption, the Commissioner 
shall publish and distribute to district boards of edu­
cation and the general public the revised Core Curricu­
lum Content Standards. 

6A:8-2.2 Authority for the State Plan for Vocational 
Education 

(a) The State Board shall serve as required by P.L. 
105-332 and designated by N.J.S.A. 18A:59-5 as the sole 
agency responsible for the administration of the State Plan 
for Vocational Education and the legally constituted State 
Board for Vocational Education. 

(b) The State Board will adopt a State Plan for Vocation­
al Education pursuant to P.L. 105-332. 

1. The State Board will be guided by the Core Curric­
ulum Content Standards and, in particular, the Cross­
Content Workplace Readiness Standards in developing 
the State Plan for Vocational Education required under . 
P.L. 105-332. \____/' 
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2. District boards of education wishing to participate 
in grant programs, pursuant to (b )4 below and P.L. 
105-332, shall apply for funds to the New Jersey Depart­
ment of Education on forms provided by the Department. 

3. The State Board, in concordance with P.L. 105-332, 
will include in the State Plan for Vocational Education 
authorization for the Commissioner to withhold from 
district boards of education State and Federal funds for 
activities in any component programs included in N.J.S.A. 
18A:54 when the following conditions exist: 

i. The program is unapproved; 

ii. The activities are being implemented in a man­
ner inconsistent with the State Plan for Vocational 
Education; 

iii. Students participating in external paid structured 
learning experiences are exploited, illegally employed, 
or employed under conditions which do not provide for 
their health and safety; or 

iv. Teachers are not appropriately certified accord­
ing to N.J.A.C. 6:11. 

4. The State Board of Education assures that any 
district board of education and other eligible institution or 
agency conducting vocational and technical education 
programs dissatisfied with final action on any applications 
for funds shall be given reasonable notice and may appeal 
the decision as set forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:3, Controversies 
and Disputes. 

5. The State Board will include in the State Plan for 
Vocational Education, in concordance with P.L. 105-332, 
authorization for the Commissioner to establish a pro­
gram-approval system for aligning occupational programs 
with educational delivery systems from grade nine through 
grade 12 at the local, county, regional, and State levels. 
Program approval is required for occupational/technical 
programs offered by districts with approved vocational 
schools, comprehensive high schools, county vocational 
schools, and other agencies offering secondary or non­
collegiate postsecondary programs. The program-approval 
system shall include the following: 

i. District boards of education shall identify the 
need for occupational programs of instruction through 
identification of the National Skill Standards Board's 
latest labor-market demand data, the results of employ­
er surveys, and the use of an advisory committee to 
plan for and operate the program. 

ii. District boards of education seeking to establish 
any new occupational programs shall request recom­
mendations from the appropriate Workforce Invest­
ment Board (WIB) to minimize duplication of pro­
grams and to foster a unified delivery system. 

iii. District boards of education, upon verification of 
the local need to offer an occupational program and 
recommendation of the WIB, shall submit a cqmpleted 
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Occupational Education Program Approval Request to 
the Department of Education. The Program Approval 
Request will include the following: program title; occu­
pational objective of the program; documentation of 
the need for the program; program advisory committee; 
admission requirements; program structure; instruction­
al staff plans; enrollment projections; curriculum out­
line; participation in vocational student organizations; 
facilities and equipment required; program costs; career 
guidance and counseling provisions; linkage programs 
involved; participation of special populations; evalua­
tion; and impact on institutional capacity. 

iv. The Commissioner shall approve or disapprove 
the district request to offer an occupational program. 
Approval or disapproval will be based on the complete­
ness of the application and the inclusion of data which 
support the establishment of the program. 

v. The Commissioner, in approving programs with a 
regional or State designation, shall establish the criteria 
for admitting students from outside the district and/or 
county. The admission requirements will include at 
least minimum academic and occupational competen­
cies, based on the Core Curriculum Content Standards, 
Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards, and an 
employer-verified competency list. 

vi. District boards of education dissatisfied with the 
decision on the request for an occupational program 
approval may appeal the decision as set forth in 
N.J.A.C. 6:24, Controversies and Disputes. 

6A:8-2.3 Authority for the registration and related 
classroom instruction of apprenticeship 
programs 

The Department of Education is the recognized State 
agency responsible for the administration of the related 
classroom instruction of registered apprentice programs as 
required by 29 CPR §§ 29.29 and 29.30. 

SUBCHAPTER 3. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
CORE CURRICULUM CONTENT 
STANDARDS 

6A:8-3.1 Curriculum and instruction 

(a) District boards of education shall ensure that curricu­
lum and instruction are designed and delivered in such a 
way that all students are able to demonstrate the knowledge 
and skills specified by the Core Curriculum Content Stan­
dards and shall ensure that appropriate instructional adapta­
tions are designed and delivered for students with disabili­
ties, for students with limited English proficiency, and for 
students who are gifted and talented. 

Supp. 5-1-00 



6A:8-3.1 

1. The Department of Education shall provide dis­
tricts with curriculum frameworks that suggest a variety of 
activities and strategies that may assist in the development 
of local curricula aligned with the Core Curriculum Con­
tent Standards. 

2. District boards of education shall encourage the 
active involvement of representatives from the communi­
ty, business, industry, labor, and higher education in the 
development of educational programs aligned with the 
Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

3. District boards of education shall be responsible for 
identifying and implementing instructional adaptations for 
students with disabilities, as specified in their IEPs or 504 
plans. 

4. District boards of education shall be responsible for 
developing educational programs for students with severe 
disabilities aligned with the Core Curriculum Content 
Standards for Students with Severe Disabilities where 
appropriate. 

5. District boards of education shall be responsible for 
identifying gifted and talented students and shall provide 
them with appropriate instructional adaptations and ser­
vices. 

i. District boards of education shall make provisions 
for an ongoing identification process and appropriate 
educational challenges for gifted and talented students 
initiated in kindergarten and reviewed annually through 
grade 12. 

ii. District boards of education shall develop appro­
priate curricular and instructional modifications used 
for gifted and talented students indicating content, 
process, products, and learning environment. 

6. District boards of education shall actively assist and 
support teachers' professional development and/or inser­
vice, including their efforts to meet the mandatory con­
tinuing education requirement for teachers and edu­
cational services staff, as specified in N.J.A.C. 6:11-13.1. 

(b) District boards of education shall be responsible for 
the delivery of educational programs at the elementary and 
secondary levels using a coherent sequence of activities to 
prepare all students for employment or postsecondary study 
upon their graduation. Examples of such programs include, 
but are not limited to, academic programs, occupational/ 
technical programs, and/or magnet programs. 

(c) District boards of education shall be responsible for 
the review and continuous improvement of curriculum and 
instruction based upon changes in knowledge, technology, 
assessment results, and any modifications to the Core Cur­
riculum Content Standards, according to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-2. 
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(d) District boards of education shall establish procedures 
whereby any student whose parent or guardian presents to 
the school principal a signed statement that any or part of ··.. \ 
the instruction in health, family life education, or sex edu- \__J 
cation is in conflict with his or her conscience or sincerely 
held moral or religious beliefs shall be excused from that 
part of the course where such instruction is being given and, 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.7, no penalties shall result 
therefrom. 

6A:8-3.2 Career awareness and exploration 

(a) District boards of education, in fulfillment of the 
Core Curriculum Content Standards, shall develop and im­
plement a comprehensive guidance and counseling system to 
facilitate career awareness and exploration for all students. 

1. The Department of Education shall provide dis­
tricts with a cross-content workplace readiness curriculum 
framework that suggests a variety of activities and strate­
gies that may assist in the development of local curricula 
aligned with the Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

2. District boards of education shall implement a de­
velopmental career guidance and career awareness pro­
gram, linked to the Core Curriculum Content Standards, 
which: 

i. Is infused throughout the K-12 curriculum as 
appropriate for all students; 

ii. Is supported by professional development pro­
grams; and 

iii. Takes into consideration the Career Develop­
ment Standards of the National Standards for School 
Counseling Programs of the American School Counsel­
or Association in the following three areas of student 
development: 

(1) Academic development; 

(2) Career development; and 

(3) Personal/social development. 

3. District boards of education shall provide develop­
mental career guidance and career awareness, linked to 
the Core Curriculum Content Standards, designed to: 

i. Assist students in making and implementing in­
formed educational and occupational choices, including 
opportunities to change career focus; 

ii. Develop a student's competencies in self-man­
agement, educational and occupational exploration, and 
career planning; 

iii. Make students aware of the relationship among . 
personal qualities, education, training, and the world of . \ 
work; V 
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iv. Encourage students to create and maintain port­
folios consisting of student accomplishments related to 
the Cross-Content Workplace Readiness Standards; 
and 

v. Acquaint students with the relationship between 
achieving academic standards and the attainment of 
career goals. 

4. District boards of education shall, for students with 
disabilities age 14 through 21 (or younger, if determined 
appropriate by the IEP team), incorporate transitional 
services, including career guidance and counseling, into 
each student's IEP. 

(b) District boards of education, in fulfillment of the 
Core Curriculum Content Standards, shall develop and im­
plement curriculum and instructional methods which: 

1. Provide all students with an understanding of the 
career applications of knowledge and skills learned in the 
classroom; and 

2. Provide all students with opportunities to apply 
knowledge and skills learned in the classroom to real or 
simulated career challenges. 

(c) District boards of education, in fulfillment of the Core 
Curriculum Content Standards, shall develop and imple­
ment for all students a system of career exploration which: 

1. Offers high school students the opportunity to more 
fully explore career interests within, but not limited to, 
one or more of the following clustered disciplines linked 
to the Core Curriculum Content Standards and as mea­
sured by the Statewide assessment system according to 
N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4: 

i. Arts and Humanities; 

ii. Business and Information Systems; 

iii. Mathematics, Science, and Technology; and 

iv. Health and Human Services; 

2. Allows districts to select the appropriate format for 
offering career-exploration activities based on district re­
sources, community needs, and student interest; 

3. Allows districts to select the delivery format that 
may include: 

i. An integrated curriculum, based on the Core 
Curriculum Content Standards, that provides students 
the opportunity to acquire information about their ca­
reer interests and/or take advanced courses linked to 
their career interests; or 

ii. Specialized programs that reflect the needs of 
students and the community; and 

4. Instills the concept of the need for continuous 
learning throughout one's life. 
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(d) District boards of education shall offer all high school 
students opportunities to more actively experience career 
exploration by participating in structured learning experi­
ences linked to Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

1. District boards of education shall design structured 
learning experiences as rigorous activities, integrated into 
the curriculum, and linked to the Core Curriculum Con­
tent Standards. As used in this paragraph, "rigorous 
activities" means that the student activities have identifi­
able educational goals that are of a high level, are an 
important part of the curriculum, and incorporate links to 
the cross-content workplace readiness and academic stan­
dards. They should give students an opportunity to both 
demonstrate and apply a high level of academic attain­
ment. 

2. Interested students may voluntarily select struc­
tured learning experiences that are: 

i. Co-curricular or extra-curricular activities; or 

ii. External experiences such as volunteer activities, 
community service, paid or unpaid employment oppor­
tunities, or participation in an apprenticeship program. 

3. District boards of education shall ensure that stu-
dents participating in school-sponsored, paid external 
structured learning experiences: 

i. Are supervised by school personnel in accordance 
with the requirements for cooperative education 
(N.J.A.C. 6:43); 

ii. Are conducted at sites registered with the De­
partment of Education via the Worksite Registration 
System; and 

iii. Conform to Federal and State law. 

4. The Commissioner shall establish a process to rec­
ognize the contributions of students who engage in a 
structured learning experience that involves volunteer 
and/or community service activities. 

6A:8-3.3 Enrollment in college courses 

(a) District boards of education, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
18A:61C-1, shall make reasonable efforts to develop articu­
lation agreements with New Jersey colleges and universities 
to facilitate the delivery of college credit courses to qualified 
high school students. These credits shall be accepted at all 
public New Jersey higher education institutions. 

1. The Commissioner and the Executive Director of 
the Commission on Higher Education shall prepare and 
circulate a model articulation agreement. 

2. All public New Jersey higher education institutions 
shall accept the credits earned for college courses taken 
under articulation agreements between district boards of 
education and New Jersey colleges and universities. 
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(b) District boards of education shall determine the eligi­
bility of students to participate in college courses. 

(c) District boards of education and partner colleges shall 
ensure that college courses offered to high school students 
are: 

1. The same college courses offered to regularly ad­
mitted college students; and 

2. College courses accepted toward both college de­
gree and high school graduation requirements. 

(d) District boards of education and partner colleges shall 
ensure that college courses for high school students are 
taught by college faculty with academic rank. Adjunct facul­
ty and members of the district staff who have a minimum of 
a master's degree may also be included. 

SUBCHAPTER 4. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM 

6A:8-4.1 Statewide assessment system 

(a) The Commissioner, in aecordance with N.J.S.A. 
18A:7A-10, may implement assessment of student achieve­
ment in the State's public schools, in any grades and by such 
as~essments as he or she deems appropriate, and shall 
report to the State Board the results of such assessments. 

(b) The Commissioner shall implement a system and 
related schedule of Statewide assessments to evaluate stu­
dent achievement of the Core Curriculum Content Stan­
dards. 

1. The Commissioner, with the approval of the State 
Board, shall define the scope and level of student perfor­
mance on Statewide assessments that demonstrate solid 
understanding of the knowledge and skills delineated by 
the Core Curriculum Content Standards· at benchmark 
grade levels four, eight, and 11-12. 

2. The State Board, after consultation with the Com­
missioner, shall, by resolution, establish uniform Statewide 
criteria defining adequate district progress toward meet­
ing the Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

(c) District boards of education shall, according to a 
schedule prescribed by the Commissioner, administer the 
applicable Statewide assessments, including the five major 
components: the Elementary School Proficiency Assessment 
(ESPA), the Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment (GEPA), 
the High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA), the Spe­
cial Review Assessment (SRA), and the Alternate Proficien­
cy Assessment (AP A). 

1. The ·Department shall implement the complete 
ESPA in all content areas of the Core Curriculum Con­
tent Standards in the 2003-2004 academic year. 
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2. The Department shall implement the complete 
GEPA in all content areas of the Core Curriculum Con­
tent Standards in the 2003-2004 academic year. 

3. The Department shall implement the complete 
HSPA in all content areas of the Core Curriculum Con­
tent Standards in the 2005-2006 academic year. 

(d) All students at grade levels four, eight, and 11-12, 
pursuant to (b) and (c) above, and at any other grades 
designated by the Commissioner pursuant to (a) above, shall 
take all appropriate Statewide assessments as scheduled. 

1. District boards of education shall provide appropri­
ate accommodations or modifications to the Statewide 
assessment system as specified by the Department for 
limited English proficient (LEP) students eligible for 
State testing and for students with disabilities as defined 
in N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.3 or eligible under Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act as determined by the Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) team or the 504 team. 

i. The Department of Education shall provide dis­
tricts with guidelines for testing accommodations for 
students with disabilities and LEP students, guidelines 
for testing exemption of LEP students, and procedures 
for the assessment of LEP students. 

ii. District boards of education may administer the 
SRA to students with disabilities as defined in N.J.A.C. 
6A:14-1.3 or eligible under section 504 of the Rehabili­
tation Act if the IEP team or the 504 team determines 
that the student requires an alternate format to demon­
strate knowledge and skills measured by the HSP A. 

iii. District boards of education may administer the 
SRA to LEP students who require an alternate format 
to demonstrate knowledge and skills measured by the 
HSPA. 

iv. District boards of education may administer the 
SRA to LEP students in their native language and/or 
English, in conformance with N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(f). 

2. District boards of education shall ensure that stu­
dents with disabilities as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.3 
p~ticipate in Statewide assessments in accordance with 
N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.11. 

3. Students with disabilities as defined in N.J.A.C. 
6A:14-1.3 shall participate in the appropriate Statewide 
assessment unless the student's disability is so severe that 
the student is not receiving instruction in any of the 
knowledge and skills measured by the Statewide assess­
ment in a subject area with or without accommodations in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.11(a)2. 

4. District boards of education shall, at specific times 
prescribed by the Commissioner starting with the 
2000--2001 academic year, administer the Alternate Profi­
ciency Assessment (AP A) to students with severe disabili­
ties who cannot participate in other assessments due to 
the severity of their disabilities. The AP A will measure 
the progress of students with severe disabilities toward , "' 
achieving the Core Curriculum Content Standards for , ) 
Students with Severe Disabilities. ~ 


