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Honorable Brendan T. Byrne - 2 - August 12, 1976 

t he Regional offices \;~-. o wou I d have a role in the 
i~unization administration. Fred Hebeler, H.P.H., 

' fo L~2rly 2 Regional Heal t h O ff~ce~; ~2S made a Special 
Deputy to coordinate the casp&ign. Ronald Altman, M.D., 
State Epidemiologist, resained the State's fOrIIl.e.l .liaiso 
with the CDC. 

2) Dr. F~nley briefed the Cabinet on twO occasions. 
The Governor formed a Cabinet level committee of all 
relevant State agencies and Dr. Finley and staff have 
also met with this group on June 30. This has enabled 
the formation of plans for imillunization of patients 
in State institutions (I & A)~ special plans for reach~n! 
workers ip large industries (L & I); use of Schools 
and State Colleges as im2unization sites (Departments 
of Education and Highe~ Education),- Use of armories 
and plans for wazehous Ing and distribution of vaccine, .. 
and traffic control (Departments of Treasury, Defense, 
and St.e.te Police), a nd excellent assistance on Legal 
Issues (Attorney General's office). 

3) The Department of Health conducted a State-Hide
 
lea~ership conference on the I~unization Program.
 
Le ade~s of health, civic, ~eligious, elected officials
 
and other groups attended . ., (See att.e.ched list.) The
 
'~" """"~ ('"\":'~ T . " "" ~ f- r-: ';,..,~r-,.,..-....... ,f- !- oc ",= ~~ ~.L.a~ T.'Y;~~ - -'::'::"V" a~Cl.-t-n-r;"tTOC
 

~ J.. - · - r - ..... - ~ . c..,- -- - - - - - .... - •. - - - - - - --. - _'-1_- .. _- '-- --J.... _'-" .........~-- .... -. __ ._

of many 'or gani za t i ons about the entire progr~~, answer 
their questions, a2d elici~ their support and cooperatior 

7 -r e' 1 ...,~ ",.; -~ 'I" - ..:l... t-'" ",,"-Q-' .....1~ t·~r.> St~ ..... · H <:>1 tl-1 . t ~1_0ug.1 L.L c..:.._l.. 0" ~.:...s .:.. ..L .... L.~, \ ·Jll..d 1.s:_ CL.e , ec.._ .... ; ., 
Departments' special swi.ne flu Regional and County
 
Coordinators. The respo~se was enthusiastic. - ,
 

...-"

4) Dr. ' Finley and the Gover~or briefed the annual
 
meeting of the New Jersey State ,Medical Society "i n
 
June.
 

5) ' 'The Health Depar tment; held a meeting ~in)1ay with
 
the New Jersey Health Officers Association. : -This ~ ":
 
group is key to the success of local programs • .- ,_
 
Subsequently all their N2yors end freeholders \vere -i
 
in£Orlli2d of the local He2lth Officers f ' r ol es - - and
 
n eeds - - i n a letter fro~ Dr. Finley. · r 

• <:.. • \ ,-. ,L. 

6) Dr. Finley deputized 3 State employees as Regional
 
Coordinators, they are:
 

Nadeline Uhde , R.N. ~ M.P.H. - Northern 
District Health Officer . 

'Dr . l1atthet;'i' Eone se Southern District_ C, 

, Health Officer ' ) . ' . 
Mr ~ '1 Henry Gerdi~s - Public He~'1t~ Progrem";'. 

,I Representati\T2- N.J.' D8p~rt:r:!e.nt of Health
f '.. . 

, ,. 
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HonorahleBrendan ' T. 'Byrne '  3 - Augus t -12~l976 

These tndividua1:s .in .tur n .h av e selected 'County_ 
Coordinators '£or every ' New Jersey .County,. ..O:r;:g a ni za t i on a l 
meetings have been held on the County level, volunteers ' 

' r e a che d and clinic sites chosen. ", r 

7) "On t h e "St a t e 'l e vel" ~:th e follmving nas F·be en · 
completed. 

a) State and local health department, .t .ech rri.c i an 
, gun crews have ' b e en trained. There are ,p r e s e n t l y 
' ,256 ' pe r s on s ' pr e p a r e d "t o ,u s e the 202 guns. , Mor e c 

are being trained. A ,b a ck - u p crew ,~f 11 persons 
"i s competent in t.he cleaning, maintenance and 
repair of the jet guns. 

-
-b ) 

, 

Pur-chaaed -72 'a d di 't i:on-al .guns, with 'S t a t e .funds , 
'whi c h the Governor helped secure for a total of 
202 of which 10 are .on loan from CDC. " 

c) , Developed public infonnation posters 'and 
fliers in English , and Spanish. 

o 
I , 

d) .Dave Loped a feasible program budge t , 

'r . e) Arr:anged for -treceipt, storage, 'and transporta.tion 
. '~ o f , vaccines and other supplies, . to County depots. 

'I I . "New Jersey's Plans as of August 12, T976 
, 

, ' . ' 

Release 
1 , 

no' ~ wtth 'the passage by the , Congress ,o f S. Bill 3735 . 
-on 1\u gu s t '1 0 (to amend ·the Public Health Service Act . 
"t o authorize the establishment and implementation of 
an, emergency national swi.ne flu immunization p.rogramjv  , 
legislation which also establishes a federal role in ' , , 
l~ab~l~ty coyerage -for a~l program iparticipants, the ' 
,release ·o f v a c c i ne 'h y .the -manu faczur-Lng ~ph a rmaceu t ica1 , 

wr . companies seems as su'red , ' J . ' D " .,' . : ' ...; 

- " . 

2) Timing of vaccine receipt and distribution ' 

,'New ,J e r s ey expec.t.s '. t o t,r e ce i v e 6~400,000 doses of 
various 'vaccines--somebivalent (more than 1,000,000 
doses), some monovalent. The Federal government has 
informed States that it cannot ensure distribution of 

" • f' 

'. 
'.... 

large amounts of. packaged vac,cine- for-tlfive. or 
weeks II ' , , ' , " " ' " . , ' ,

~ix 
- , 

" 

... . • I • • . ' . 

: r " .j~ . ; o r:, : ' Ne'tj 'J e r s ey ' s plans are then geared to go into 
;.. operation as 

,. "' } ., ; ~ . I 

soon 
• 

as .f e a s d.b Le 
r" 

during ' S.eptember o . 

J 
' _ , 

-. ," 

": '.': , , 

\ " 

. , :. 
. ~ 
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Honorable Brendan T. Byrne - 4 - August 12, 1976 

3) Bi-valent vaccine administration 

a) It is believed that the first vacci"ne to be received 
in sizeable quantities will be the bi-valent form . 
(contains protection against A-Victoria 75 and A-New Jer 
76). This vaccine is intended fqr use with high risk 
populations. 

b) Therefore the first activity in New Jersey to 
begin as soon as feasible in September and to be conduct 
in each .region simultaneously 't-lil1 be innnunizing the '.' 

. ch r oni ca l l y ill ·a nd the elderly population particularly, 
those institutionalized . in health care facilities. 

1) By agreement with -Institutions and Agencies, 
State Health Department gun teams will assist in 
immunizing individuals in health care facilities 
operated by I &A. ' e.g. mental hospitals, 
ins.titutions for the mentally retarded, .e t c . 

2) Nursing homes will be given the vaccine which 
will be administered by their own staffs. : 

.E _~ ... ( r 3) Acute geri~ral hospitals will be given vaccine 
'oJ -'f or use under the discret.Lon of the; medical director 

4) Some limi~ed distribution will be made _to 
"physicians for use from county depots under the 

adm~nistration of the Regional Coordigators with , 
their homeoound high~risk 'patients, anti-to . 

- ~ ~ obstetricians .and prenatal clinic~.fQr ~4iscretionary 
. . - ·u se with pregnant women. 

: ,.1
~ Ii ~ 

Monovalent vaccine . r 

. ;:> • r J ? • • '() : .;:> 

rpr obabl y". in late September immunization of . the 
Lgener a l population (18 years and 'older) 'with~the 
monovalent vaccine (A-New Jersey · f 76) :Hi l l begig. 
We are awaiting the results of further federal vaccineI trials seeking .t o find an.effective ·vaccine which 

/ . produces minimal side effects for the uhder 18 age 
I ~g roup : When these results ~are reported, we MillI 

proceed accordd.ngLy , ; , ' : . 
, , ,. 

a) - Population to be reached ~ . ~J . 

• . : ; -» ' - : _. t _ . ' " . I 

The 6,400,000 doses of effecti~e ~accine 
. New Jersey expects to receive is enough vaccine 
to ~each the entire State populatiQ~ of those ' . 

j . . , -overi 1'8.!. rt .shouLd be stressed tha~ . 
J j', 

se~king vaccination is voluntary ahdtnat there 
I' · " will be persons at each clinic site to go over 

informed consent forms for those who seek " r ... vaccination. Even if the entire eligible 

You are viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library



Honor-abl:e 'Bren dan ,T . Byrne - 5 - August 12, 1,976 

"popu'lat i on .d oes .n or .seek vaccination, reaching 
"':70 - 80% of the .p opu Lanf.on vwou .Ld be markedly 

. ...e'.ffective "i n ,rneducin g the .chancas of an epi.demd.c . 
. . . 

.b) , ;E l i 8 i b l e' Persons for Monov,alent Vaccine 
. . , , 

. Those persons' de f'Lned tas "" e l i gi b l e " 'f o r 
-vaccLnetLon are over 18 and not allergic to 
eggs or egg products. (The latter is due to 
the fact that the v~ccine is prepared in . 
;£-ertiliz~d chi.cken .~ggS . 1 

...c) .,P r e gna n t females 
'- . 

Pregnant females are eligible, for vaccination. 
The Federal government's own consent forms and 

", "Dr' . Finley 's research ·wi t h the aid of prominent 
' . .... 

! , ' New Jersey obstetricians confirm the safety 
. - , ' ~ of a killed virus vaccine for both mothers and 

their unborn infants. Ho~ever a supply of 
. vaccine will be made available to practicing 
, >o b s t e t r i c i a ns andprenatal ·clinics throughout 
. 'ct h e State so that the physician responsible 

for the, pregnant patient can use his own 
o ..fr... : discretion. 

' ,5) :£ f f e c t i v e ne s s and Reactions 

The vaccine Lhat will be distributed has been 
chosen by;.che Federal Cove rrmient; based on the results ' 
of vaccine trials which showed~an effective antibody 

" . production in persons over '24·. - - In addition, in those 

. 
'?pe r s.ons..,--ahou t ) ~ O ye§.rs· pld and o ~der" the incidence of 

· ~eac t ion ,( t empe r a t u r e over, 100°, .he a da che , malaise, 
. 'n aus e a f 1;1a5 no different from those ~'lho - received 

a place1.;>o ·i nj e c t i o!l. and was present in .only 2% of those 

, ....... 
vaccin.§!:t.~d ! _ c ; '. ~ r. 

.. g 'I ., 

A~ddi·ti.o!,1al_ 't f J,a l s 6n C}~·t·i-b6dy 

r ' . • if 

response and reaction .." 

rates -fqr o~~e~ age groups' are still bei~g conducted 

~ ~ 
and results,..should

j 
be ava.LLabLe in late September 

'o r early October • . Th~ federal experts estimate a . 
~p e r i o d of about' two weeks . after innoculation for .the . 

,'hUman -b ody;t o develop an effective antibody level, 
and a subsequent immunity to A';"New Jersey influenza , 

" " illness of about one year's durati0t:!. ·· · - - . . 
:3 ,? (', ! ' . . (' . 1 . _ . r ~ -' ". 

·6,) r- _ ::St a t e divided intofour ·:r-egJ.ons J:or .. administering
':lher·;p t og r am <:: ' . , . • L;.{ rl C! 2!'. 

. . .. 

','. 

,.j r-. 1.T: ' r ( ~ ' " . . -' . .. - , ,..., r- t ..... r 
-. _ .~: " ' ~ :lTf1 ~ I!e a ~ ~l1 l?epa~tment f ,S -I n - I:Iop 's e TaSK F~rc~ ,on . 

• f'J r<.Swl.ne Efu . Immurn.aatLon had p.rev ously; planned to 'd~vide 
. ~· t h({ St;~te into.<seven regions .f or pl~anning 'a nd adIIiinistration 

. I 

.' . : 
~ . 

", 
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of the vaccine. This method of immunization would 
have taken ·two weeks in each region for a total of 
fourteen weeks. For the following reasons, it was 
decided to compress the seven regions into four. 

t	 ' 
- . 

a)	 We will be rec.eiving the 'vaccine later than ' 
we had anticipated. 

b) Fourteen weeks would have taken us past the 
Christmas Season when flu season would be upon us, 

weather would be undependable, and people would 
be busy with the holidays. 

, ' 

c) There may need to be another vaccination 
program for the children and/or a two dose plan 
for children and those be tween 18 to 24. This 
will not be known until late September or early 
October, and therefore will probably occur after 
the immunization of adults takes place. Personnel 
time ~eeds to be reserved for this ~ossibility. 

'	 ' "J 

The '~our regions in sequence order and their 
coordinators are: 

1)	 Mor~is, Passaic, Sussex, and Warren - Madeline Uh( 

2)	 Essex and Bergen - Madeline Uhde 
,-.' 

3)	 Monmouth, Burlington, Ocean, Atlantic; Camden, 
Cape May ,- Cumberland, Gloucester and ' 
Salem - Dr.-Matthew Bonese ' 

, . .. ~J ,.	 . 

.....,. . ~4) Hudson, .Uni on - .Hade Lf.ne Uhde 
" '.' ,:- Middlesex ; ' Mercer, Somerset and Hunte rdon 

. ~ . , . - Hr : , Hemry. Gerding 
, ,	 r" .or, .> . ' ~ -.... oJ ,., L 

, 'The r e ' will be a ' concentrated t ...so we'ek e-ffort in 
each of the four regions. The program sho~ld be 

1 :.. completed ...vithin"8 .; 9. weeks ' after receivirig ,the. ~ . 

- first supplies of vaccines. ' «F'Lrm dates for each 
I I "r egi on .shou14 be able to be s~t in two 'weeks when we 
I	 . will be receiving further information .from the Federal 

Government. . 

7) Immunization Guns 

, .) V 
,.. . j . 
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£ :1 .'Coope r a t i on in'the 'r e gi ons 

The three regional coordinators report plans are 
p.roceeding according to schedule in ,t hei r ,re s pe c t i ve 
)a r e as . They have received excellent .cooper a t i on 'f r om ,' 
the Ne'\V Jersey Nedical Society, Ne1:'7 Jersey Osteopathic 
'Soc i e t y , Association of Industrial Physici2ns, Local 
Health Departments, State Nurses Association, First 
Aid Squads and many other voluntary, civic and religious 

'- o r gani za t i ons . 

.:g'~ ' -Pr~og ram Budget 

The New Jersey Department of Health has received 
.a .grant from the CDC of $731.,447 for ..all aspects of 
,a dmi ni s t e r i ng the program. The logistical plan 
spelled out above, projects a shortfall of $500,000 
$750,000. (The higher figure is dependent on the 

,record ~ke e p ing requirements implied in the federal 
legislation and whether these can be met efficiently 

"wi t hout resorting to computerization.) 

Logistical plans are in the making for accepting 
de wholly voluntary contributions at clinic sites. The 

Washington office and Special Counsel's office are in 
"·t he 'pr oces s of ' checking the intent of Congress and the 
legal ramifications of voluntary donations since the 

".feder a l legislation extends federal liability protection, 
to- all participants (public or private agencies or , 
organizations) that "provide innoculations without 
charge for such -vaccLne ox its admint.s t rat.Lo n.;" 

..--' , . 

' :;aO) Liability Coverage 

.,11"' . The Attorney General's office has been assisting 
the Health Comwissioner with the issue of coverage 
£-or .al~eged liability for .. personal injury to the 
recipients of vaccine, on the part of volunteer 
personnel. (Personnel other -t han immediate employees

' o f the State). There should be no doubt 
in New' Jersey that volunteers wf.Ll, be covered when 
.~y participa~e in the .program. TheAttorney ·General 
:'1"s 'now studying the new federal'legls1.ation and whatever 
additional actions on the part of the State prove 

. necessary ~vill be taken within the next few days . 

. ,,::' 

c--,~ ' . 0..:: ; .' \ 
.' '-.... ~l~ );:. le.~v. '-,.) 

.' --,-"o7J . . , ', . l' 
, ,:3EF-::ml t \ .� 
,' At t ached 

'� 
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