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Gov. Phil Murphy on Wednesday celebrated the first anniversary of New Jersey COVID-19 vaccine program by
returning to University Hospital, the site of the state’s first shot.

He and other officials witnessed four people get vaccine booster shots at the hospital’s vaccine clinic.

“It's déja vu all over again, to quote Yogi Berra,” Murphy said.

The first to get a booster, Sylvia, Lee of Newark was asked if she was excited to get a booster.

“No,” Lee said. “But we've got to do what we've got to do. We've got to keep people safe.”

Shereef Elnahal, president of the hospital, said the facility saw “a big rush” this morning for boosters and an
increase in demand in general, over the last couple weeks, partially driven by the omicron variant. State

Health Commissioner Judith Persichilli said there has also been a statewide uptick

Also on hand was Maritza Beniquez, the emergency room nurse at the hospital who was the first person in
the state last year to receive a vaccine shot. She said she got a booster in September.

“I was one of the first ones,” Beniquez said. “This disease is too scary to wait.”

Also getting boosters at the site were Maryann Smith of Aberdeen, a nurse manager at the hospital;
Alexandra Bhuya, an ambulatory care technician at the hospital; and Robin Dickerson, who works in the
hospital’'s Department of Medicine.

Dickerson, 44, of Newark, said she wasn’t planning on getting a booster shot as late as last week. She
changed her mind this morning.

“I had the first and second shots,” She said. “Why do | need a third so soon? | realized things are changing
fast. | better reconsider.”
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