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The act creating the New Jersey Public Library Commission 
provides that it shall assist public libraries by giving ''advice in 
regard to the selection of books, the cataloguing thereof, and any 
.other matter pertaining to the establishment, maintenance and 
administration of such library." To better carry out the pur­
pose for which it was created the Commission has engaged a 
Library Organizer. Libraries needing assistance, especially the 
small libraries that cannot afford to employ trained help and 
those dependent npon volunteer service, may secure the aid of the 
Organizer by applying to her direct or to the Secretary. 

Since the management of the Traveling Libraries has been 
placed in the hands of the Commission the annual fee has been 

· reduced to $2. The arrangement of the libraries has been so 
changed that instead of being made up of collections of fifty 
on varied subjects not subject to change. the books are chosen 
to suit the one who applies. The charges for conveying the 
libraries to the express office or railroad station nearest their 
destination are borne by the Commission. The local cartage 
must be paid by those to whom the libraries are sent. Traveling 
Libraries will be loaned to a community without a library on 
the application of the tax-payers, who must select a Trustee and 
Librarian to become responsible for the proper care and distri­
bution of the books. 

(S) 





Report . . 
• 

H on. Edward C. Stokes) Governor of New. Jersey:: 

DEAR SrR-The New Jersey Public Library Commission re­
spectfully submits the following report of its work during the 
year rgos. 

At the request of the Commission the Legislature at its last 
session passed "An act concerning free public libraries,'' which 
is Chapter r so of the Session Laws for rgos. As originally 
introduced the bill was merely a revision of the existing laws 
governing libraries, and the few amendments made have effected 
no material change. The new act contains no repealer of the 
old laws, the Commission having been advised that it would be 
prudent to wait until it could be determined by experience that 
no complications would result. So far as can be learned the 
new act is entirely satisfactory, and it is respectfully suggested 
that repeal of various obsolete acts and supplements be made at 
the present session, in order that in the new edition of the 
General Statutes, that is soon to be published, they may not 
appear to confuse the public. 

In pursuance of the desire to advance the standard of libra­
rianship in the towns and to give sufficient training to those in 
charge of the smaller libraries to better fit them for their work, 
the Public Library Commission is preparing pl~s for a sum­
mer library school, to be held at Asbury Park for four weeks 
in June or July. · The school will be under the direction of Miss 
Askew, the Organizer, who, as instructor, will be assisted by 
several experienced librarians. The Asbury Park Free Public 
Library, which has in use all the modern methods, has offered 
to the Commission the use of one of its rooms for the school~ 
which will be free to every one in or under appointment to a public 
library in New Jersey. No preliminary examination for en­
trance will be required, and ·all needed supplies will be fur-

(7) 
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nished by the Commission. The expense to the Commission 
will be light, while that to the student will be the cost of board, 
for which reduced rate has been promised. The course will be 
elementary and designed for the benefit of the custodian of the 
small library. The Commission believes that both libraries and 
lib~arians will be greatly benefited and that the benefits will be 
extended to the public in the improved service that will follow 
and the saving in money effected through a better knowledge of 
the work. 

The subject of supplying books to persons who are blind was 
considered some time ago, when the Traveling Libraries were 
in the custody of the Commissioners of the State Library, and 
the State Librarian was authorized to spend, of the Traveling 
Library appropriation, not exceeding $300 for the purchase of 
books printed in raised characters. Investigation disclosed that 
five different systems of printing are in use, that the books are 
expensive, and that a considerable sum of money would be re­
quired in order to make even a be~inning. Negotiations were 
started looking t'J an arrangement with some library or institu­
tion to undertake to supply blind persons in New Jersey with 
the specially prepared books, and these were renewed during the 
present year on the receipt by the Commission of numerous re­
quests for them, accompanied by the suggestion that the State · 
was doing nothing for the adults among this class of its un­
fortunate citizens. 

The Ph_iladelphia Public Library maintains a special library 
for the blind, and after consultaton with Miss Alice N eizel, who 
is in charge of that department, it was agreed that all applica­
tions for books from blind readers in New Jersey would be 
filled from the Philadelphia Library, and that our Commission 
should subscribe, from time to time, toward the publication of 
a new book, the cost of which is from $r,ooo upward. Other 
States have a similar arrangement, and through this system of 
co-operation it is possible, at a moderate cost to each, to provide 
a larger collection of books to be drawn from than if each State 
attempted to maintain a separate library. By act of Congress 
books for the blind are transmitted through the mails free of 
charge. Under this arrangement · with the Philadelphia Library 
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all applications for books for the blind have been filled since 
early in the spring. 

On January 1st, 1905, the Commission engaged as Organizer, 
Miss Sarah B. Askew, who was experienced in library work. 
During the ten months she has visited seventy-nine of the public 
libraries in New Jersey, many of them several times ; and has 
also visited ten towns and villages that were without library 
facilities, in the effort to create interest in the subject of organ­
izing a free public library or to explain the Traveling Library 
system. 

To assist libraries already established has been the main object. 
Many of these are in charge of volunteers, and others are man­
aged by librarians who are without technical training and unac­
quainted with the modern aids that make the work of library 
administration easier and more accurate and the institution more 
useful to the people whom it seeks to serve. Many suggested 
changes have been adopted, and the Organizer has given con­
siderable of her time to assisting the librarians and aiding in 
the work of reorganization. 

Sixteen of the libraries visited were uncatalogued, thirteen 
had only printed lists of titles arranged alphabetically; forty~ 

two were either unclassified or with very imperfect classification, 
and fifteen of these had the books arranged on the shelves as 
they had been bought, using the accession book as a catalogue. 
Of the seventy-nine libraries visited, twenty-four were using 
the old-fashioned ledger form of charging books, four had no 
charging system whatever, and fourteen were using imperfect 
and time-consuming schemes. 

It has taken some time for the Organizer to become ac­
quainted with the librarians and overcome a prejudice in some 
places against what was regarded as an attempt on the part of 
the Commission to unnecessarily interfere; but when it was 
learned that the only object of the Commission was to assist, 
the visits of the Organ1zer were welcomed, many of the changes 
she has suggested have been adopted, and her services have 
been in constant demand. 

The real good that has been done cannot be expressed in the 
figures and words of an official report, but it is suggested in 
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the letters that have been received from librarians who have 
been visited and aided in solving some of the little, but per­
plexing, problems . of administration. Five of the libraries 
visited have, with the assistance furnished by the Commission, 
been entirely reorganized, the books re-accessioned, re-cataloguecl, 
classified and new and simple charging systems introduced. Per­
sonal aid has been given, covering several days' time, instruct­
ing librarians in the v.rork, correcting and supervising it, and 
enabling them to keep it up. Eight other libraries have been 
classified, which has brought to light much valuable material 
and enabled patrons to vvait upon· themselves to a greater extent. 
Thirteen libraries using antiquated charging systems have been 
induced to abandon them and install a more modern and simpler 
method; three others that had no system of keeping an account 
of books loaned were prevailed upon to introduce one, which 
they now willingly concede saves not only time and work, but 
books also; and five of the libraries. that were maintaining com­
plicated charging systems have adopted simpler ones. 

Thus, twenty-one in all have been directly aided in this direc­
tion, and now have in use a system of keeping their records 
t.hat is exact, readily accessible and easy to understand. · A 
good charging system is to a library what a well-kept set of 
books are to a merchant, and saves tim·e, money, and books that 
otherwise would be lost. It is even more important than a cata­
logue. 

Under the Commission's direction six libraries have been 
assisted in the work of cataloguing their books; the catalogues 
of two others have been revised and corrected, four have been 
given instruction in the work of preparing their books for circu­
lation, shelf-listing has been taught to two others; assistance in 
making out lists of books to be bought has been given to six 
libraries, and advice as to h9w and where to buy has been freely 
given at all times. 

Lists of periodicals suitable for the needs of a small library 
have been made out for five, on request, and assistance in the 
buying of library furnishings given in two instances. The Com­
mission has advised on the plans for two new libraries, and for 
a considerable number has, on request, suggested rules and regu­
lations for their government. 
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One important feature of the Commission's work has been 
the distribution of book lists, hand-books, bulletins and aids to 
work, the value of which can be appreciated only by those in 
·charge of small· libraries. Through the co-operation of the . 
Public Library Commissioners of the various States and the 
A merican Library Association, these lists, hand-books, and valu­
able pamphlets have been published, and the New Jersey Com­
n1ission has been able to buy and distribute them at less expense 
than would be incurred in the printing of material for distribu­
tion. Pamphlets on "Why We Need a Public Library" and 
""How to Start a Public Library" .have been sent to those inter­
ested in the work in towns that are without library advantages, 
and copies of these may be had on application to the Com­
TI11SSion. From time to time magazines have been collected and 
distributed to some of the smaller libraries, where they have 
been a great help in the reading rooms; and numbers of the 
Reader's Guide and the Cumulative Index, received from the 
-Trenton Free Public Library, have been similarly distributed. 

Two new libraries have been organized during the year, and 
are now doing excellent work. One is at Gladstone, for the 
use of that town, Peapack and Far Hills, and the other is at 
North Summit. The aid of the Commission was given to both 
of them. 

In seven of t·he towns visited by the Organizer addresses 
were delivered 011 the subject of free public libraries and . the 
advantages of having them under municipal control. That they 
were not without beneficial results is demonstrated by the ·fact 
that in one of the towns the subscriptions to the library amount 
to $320 more than they have ever been before, while another 
voted to make free a library that has hitherto been maintained 
by subscriptions. Besides, a great deal has been accomplished 
through correspondence, by means of which many perplexing 
questions have been ·settled. 

For the benefit of a number of librarians in small towns who 
were eager to learn something of modern library administration, 
what may be designated as a correspondence school has been 
started by the Commission. Copies of lectures on differeqt 
branches of the work, annotated copies of rules, sample work 
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in cataloguing, and instructions for classification h:ave been pre­
pared and sent to those who were interested. This was followed 
up with visits by the Organizer, who personally aided the library 
students in their efforts to perfect themselves in their work. 

The New Jersey Library Association, which is composed of 
librarians, assistants, trustees and others interested in libraries, 
has freely co-operated with the Commission, and its officers have 
always been ready to respond when called upon for aiel. In 
reciprocation, the Commission has endeavored to arouse interest 
in the Association's meetings, at which library problems are 
discussed and opportunity afforded to the members to become 
acquainted with those engaged in the same work and compare 
experiences. Before the Asbury Park meeting of the Associa­
tion, in October, letters were written to all the libraries, urging 
that representatives be sent to the meeting; besides, ·many per­
sonal visits were made to librarians. There was a great in­
crease in attendance and an interest created that cannot fail to 
be beneficial. The fact that the State has provided a means 
of aiding the libraries is now better known. The Commission 
was represented at all three of the meetings held by the Associa­
tion during the year. 

Upon invitation the Commission has been represented at three 
meetings of the Federation of Women's Clubs during the year. 
At these meetings library matters were discussed, with the result 
that the members of the Federation are taking a new interest 
in the Traveling Libraries, which they believe are now likely to 
fulfill the mission for which they were originally created, or at 
least the objects which the members of the Federation had in 
mind when the Traveling Library Act was passed by the Legis­
lature in 1898. 

Most of the visits that hav~ been made by the Organizer were 
at the request of either the librarians or boards of trustees. 
Not all have been productive of results, · but in many cases 
changes that have been advised are being considered and may 
be adopted later on. The Commission has continued its po\icy 
of urging that, wherever possible, the library shall be placed 
under municipal control, in order that it may be assured of a 
regular and known annual income from the one-third of a mill 
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tax that is imposed for maintenance. In several municipalities 
the subject is now being seriously considered. 

During the year new library buildings at Atlantic City, Cam~ 
den, Paterson, Nutley and Woodbine have been occupied. Plans 
have been drawn for $1o,ooo buildings at Westfield and Belle­
ville. Sites have already been p~rchased for both. · 

The Traveling Libraries have been an important factor in the . 
results that have been accomplished during: the year. They have 
furnished to many an example of how the work should be done, 
and have given some of the sinaller libraries the help that was 
needed to enable them to get upon their feet. At least four 
libraries that were ready to close their doors have been revived 
and new interest aroused by means of the books loaned through 
the ·Traveling Libraries. Eight of the libraries which have 
been improved by the introduction of better methods, and three 
of those which were reorganized, were reached through this 
medium. 

At the elate of the Commission's last report there were but 
twelve of the Traveling Libraries in circulation. Now there are 
fifty, of which twelve have been loaned to small libraries, twenty 
to study clubs, and eighteen to towns that are without libraries. 
Since the beginning of the year more than 12,000 books have 
been circulated through this agency, only 59 per cent. of which 
was fiction. Several requests for libraries were refused, tem­
porarily, because of a lack of books of the particular classes 
asked for and the inability of the Commission to purchase them 
from the limited appropriation that was available. This was the 
more to be regretted because the bo'oks were generally of the non­
fiction classes. 

There were added to the Traveling Libraries during the year, 
by purchase, 374 volumes, and by gift from the Smithsonian In­
stitution, 25. From some of the latter, articles on important sub­
jects were taken and rebound, making the increase 410 books. 
The total number accessioned into the Traveling Libraries is 
3,836; of which about 3,400 are now available for use. Five 
years of use have worn out many volumes, a few have been 
lost, while some that were donated are of classes that would 
make them more useful in a reference library. 
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In January the Commission voted to reduce from $5 to $2 
the annual fee for the use of the libraries. The only excuse 
for any charge is that it protects the State against imposition 
and is in a measure a guarantee that there is demand for the 
books. It was also decided that as the demand for the libraries 
was light, the privileges should be extended to study clubs. 
These changes made necessary a re-classification and · re-cata­
loguing of all the books. Besides the work of accessioning, 
classifying, and cataloguing the new books bought, more than 
2,000 of the old books have been· re-classified, re-catalogued and 
placed upon shelves in the State Library, from whence they are 
taken to make up special collections asked for by the study 
clubs. 

As will be seen by the table appended to this report, many 
of the smaller libraries are without a regular income, and are 
dependent for support upon subscriptions and the proceeds of 
entertainments. As a consequence some of them have been un­
able to buy any new books for a long time, while others have 
been able to add but few to their collections. To these strug­
gling institutions the privileges of the Traveling Libraries sys­
tem have been extended, and current fiction has been the principal 
demand. In such cases the Commission has insisted that the 
money available for the purchase of books should be spent for 
works of a permanent value and to build up the reference depart­
ment. This has not resulted, as might be supposed, in increasing 
the percentage of fiction read; on the other hand, at least two­
thirds of the books now being circulated through the Traveling 
Libraries are of the non-fiction class. . 

While making an effort to discourage th~ undue reading of 
fiction, the Commission believes that lighter literature serves a 
useful purpose in developing a taste fqr reading works of a 
serious character, and in occupying the attention of girls and 
boys and keeping them at home. In purchasing books for the 
Traveling Libraries the effort has been made to procure only 
the best, and none is added that has not been approved by re­
viewers who are believed to be competent to judge of its char­
acter and value. Fiction that, in a small library, will soon · 
lose its value and cumber the shelves has a permanent value in 
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the Traveling Libraries, where it is circulated until the books 
are absolutely worn out; and while they may not be of great 
value originally, they serve a popular demand and enable the 
library trustees to use their income for the , purchase of books 
of real and permanent worth. 

An estimate may be found of the good that has been done in 
this direction by the following extracts. from letters that have 
been received by the Commission : One reports that by means 
of the Traveling Libraries interest has been aroused and that the 
people have contributed the money needed to buy the New Inter­
national Encyclopcedia; two others have started reference de­
partments with the money saved; another has been able to buy 
nearly the whole of the Stories of the Nations series; three 
have made valuable additions to their juvenile departments; in 
one the circulation has been increased more than 30 per cent. ; 
one was able to reorganize the library and another to buy a 
card catalogue case and table through the saving effected; two 
that were open but two hours a week and had almost decided 
to close altogether, are now open three times a week and with 
the interest increasing. 

One librarian says that because of the aid given by the Com­
mission in introducing a charging system and classifying and 
cataloguing the books, she now has time to do reference work 
and help the school children, while the Traveling Libraries sup­
ply new books and permit the library's funds to be spent for 
things badly needed, but which could not be bought before. 
Another town reports that all of the Traveling Library books 
are out, and another that "only two books are left." One letter 
says that· "our efficiency is doubled since we reorganized, and 
the credit belongs to the Traveling Library." 

One library of non-fiction showed a circulation of 296 in five 
months, for the fifty volumes; while another, half of which was 
fiction, circulated 378 in six months. Of the twenty libraries 
loaned to study clubs, eleven are sent to small towns that are 
without a library, and in most cases the study club was organized 
in order to secure the library. The other nine went to towns 
having libraries, and the books have been added, ten1porarily, to 
the local collections and made available to the public. In two 
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of these efforts are IJ.OW being made to place the libraries m1der 
municipal control. 

The Patrons of Industry have recently become interested in 
the Traveling Libraries, and will, through the Granges, seek to 
circulate the books in the rural districts, where reading matter 
is hard to get. Seven of the libraries are now at points several 
miles distant from a railroad, and readers are attracted from 
even greater distances. 

The attention of the Commission has been called to the need 
of supplying reading matter to the inmates of the State Prison, 
reformatories, penitentiaries and county jails of the State, and 
the suggestion has been made that the traveling libraries should 
be used for that purpose. Some doubt has been expressed 
whether the Legislature, in creating the traveling libraries, in­
tended that they should be thus employed; and it is feared that 
the knowledge that the books were being circulated in these in­
stitutions would destroy their usefulness to the general public. 
As was stated in the Commission's last report, several special 
libraries were created for the use of the women's department 
at the State Prison, but if this branch of the work is to be 
extended and separate collections maintained, many new books 
and cases must be purchased. The subject is one which it is 
believed should be referred to the Legislature for consideration. 

A donation of $roo, as authorized by the act of March 20th, 
rgoo, was made to Westfield, Union county, where a new public 
library, under municipal control, has just been organized; the 
balance of the appropriation lapsed. There was received in fees 
for the use ofthe traveling libraries during the year, $roo, which 
was paid over to the State Treasurer. 

Mr. Kimball, the chairman, represented the New Jersey Com­
mission at the meeting of the American Library Association at 
Portland, in July, and was chosen as one of the members of 
the Council. Dr. Richardson, the retiring president of the Ameri­
can Library Association, is also a m.ember of the Council, while 
Frank P. Hill, who was one of the original members of the 
New Jersey Public Library Commission, was chosen president of 
the American Library Association for 1905-6. 

Some of the more important changes in the libraries of New 
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Jersey are indicated in the following abstracts that have been 
made from reports sent to the Commission and from observa­
tions· made by the Organizer. Special efforts are being made to · 
interest the children in books, and quite as great an endeavor 
to reduce the great percentage of fiction that is being circulated. 

The Jersey Cify Library has had a very prosperous year. 
The circulation has increased very greatly and extensive addi­
tions have been made to the stock of books. Special efforts have 
been made· to increase the collections of New Jerseyana, with 
most satisfactory results. Much public interest is shown in the 
museum, which has developed considerably during the year, re­
ceiving a number of valuable gifts. A new children's room has 
been planned and will probably be in use in a few months. Class­
room libraries, furnished by the library on application, are now 
in a majority of the grammar schools. 

Dover has inaugurated a series of free lectures which have 
proved very successful. Four of these were given last year. 
A piano has been donated to the library during the year. 

The Public Library in Passaic continues to hold the popular 
favor. The circulation for the year amounts to 137,214, show­
ing that the whole stock of 20,300 books was turned over about 
seven times during the year, and an increase of I I ,082 over the 
circulation in 1904. The work with the sch<?ols and literary and 
social clubs through the main library has been much appre­
ciated and the exhibitions were well attended. The satisfaction 
given by the extension of the library service to the Fourth ward 
in the opening of a branch in the German-American School has 
led the trustees to offer similar service to the Third ward, and 
arrangements are being made t~· place books near Passaic Bridge. 

The interest in and circulation at the Reid Library continues 
satisfactory, and the small collection of books in the foreign 
languages are seeing particularly active service among apprecia­
tive foreign-born citizens. The peculiar situation of the building 
in the centre of the manufacturing district has given rise to much 
work on the basis of that usually conducted by social settlements. 
Clubs have been organized and are using rooms in the building 
every night in the week; classes are being conducted to teach 
the adult foreigners to read and write in English, and sewing 
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and knitting classes for girls are developing ·great skill in hand­
work. Probably the most interesting exhibition held during the 
year was a loan exhibition of women's handwork, which brought 
out a very unique collection· of lace and needlework, of great in·­
terest to the foreign women. 

The free lectures have been well patronized ~nd greatly appre­
ciated. In addition to the lectures in English, the foreigners 
arranged and carried through with great success lectures in 
Italian, Slavish, Bohemian and Russian. · 

Outside of Mr. Reid's continued generosity in providing new 
books for the Reid lVIemorial Library, the most valuable gift 
received was 100 volum·es from the library of the late Rev. 
P. H. Leavens, for thirty-eight years pastor of the First Presby­
terian Church of Passaic. Busts of Shakespeare and Dante were 
presented to the H.eid Memorial Library by the Emerson Liter­
ary Svciety and the Dante Association respectively, and there 
are many evidences, from other gifts, that the people of Passaic 
are interested in their libraries. 

The Ridgefield Park Library has been completely reorganized, 
a card system and the Dewey classification introduced. The 
appropriation by the town has been increased. 

Atlantic City opened and dedicated its new library building 
on January 2d, 1905. During the year 3,000 volumes have been 
added. A children's story hour has been started and has been 
enjoyed by the children. A children's museum has been opened. 
It contains an industrial exhibit of vegetable and animal pro­
ducts, minerals and vvoods. 'I'he exhibits are in cases with glass 
fronts, and the children have full access to them.. 1\1ore work 
has been done with the schools . than ever before. A medical 
library was started in the spring, with a donation of eighty vol­
umes, to which other volumes and complete files of medical 
magazines have since been contributed. The trustees will add 
regularly to this department. The circulation for 1904 was 
47,806 volumes. During 1905 there has been an increase of 
more than 100 per cent. for the first ten months. 

The Vineland Library has just taken possession of the new 
building given by Mr. Carnegie. The cost was $12,000. It 
has a reading-room, reference-room and stack-room on the 
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ground floor. Downstairs are committee and assembly rooms. 
The library has been beautified with busts, palms and other 
decorations, which were presented. The report of the first 
month's work in the new building shows a great gain, 249 
new names having been added. Special efforts have been made 
to increase the percentage of non-fiction, with gratifying results. 
Two years ago there were only about two books of non-fiction 
in every hundred books issued; now one-fourth of the books 
issued are non-fiction. A boys' club has been developed because 
the congested condition of the children's room ·made it necessary 
to send some of them down to the room beneath the reading­
room, with books and games. These boys decided to' form a club 
and made rules for their self -government. They had rules pre­
pared, which were adopted, and the results indicate that the 
new method of self-government surpasses the old of supervision. 
Any boy may belong who will submit ~imself to the rules of 
these small citizens. The library has been presented with a new 
set of Lives and Messages of the Presidents, which are beautiful 
in binding and useful in reference. 

The Plainfield Library has had a large increase in gifts, cir­
culation and general interest, which it can trace directly to its 
weekly column in the local paper and its new system of circu­
lating bulletins. In addition to the usual work with the schools 
a deposit station has been started at St. Mary's Catholic school, 
with excellent results. The abandonment of the regulation re­
quiring all applicants to furnish a guarantor has proved a suc­
cess, as has the reduction of the children's fines to one cent per 
day, instead of two cents. 

The Trustees of the Free Public Library of Camden, on June 
27th last, opened the beautiful building given the city by Mr. 
Carnegie, and the original free ' library, in Cooper Park, then 
became the "Cooper Park Branch." William H. Ketler, who 
has been installed as Librarian of the Main Library and its 
branch, immediately began an effort to reduce the proportion of 
fiction read by the free library patrons. He made a d~parture 
from the usual method of announcing new books by merely 
giving their authors, titles and subjects, his method being de­
signed to catch the attention of persons who were not book 
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rea~ers. He laid out a series of imaginary tours by means of 
books, and headed the lists, or tours, with "The Can't-Get-Away 
Outing Club." Then he marked off the various steps in each 
tour by a sub-head and a quotation illustrating it, followed by 
the title of an appropriate volume. These bulletins were pub­
lished by the local newspapers and posted in the Main Li­
brary, and the results were immediate and gratifying. In this 
locality, where fiction has been recorded as 85 to 90 per cent. 
of the total circulation, it fell off, under Librarian Ketler's ad­
ministration, to less than 70 per cent. 

Bulletins announcing the books in the library on the various 
"Useful Arfs," were printed in circular form and were sent to 
all the industrial establishments in the city. Other bulletins 
in circular form announced the readiness of the librarian to 
give personal attention to persons preparing for debates, enter­
tainments, and actual tours. The idea of newspaper bulletins, 
with the quotations, was su~cessfully applied to lists of books 
on history, biography, travel, sports and other su~jects. 

The librarian is now . organizing "The Boys' Reading Fra­
ternity," anq prominent business houses have encouraged him 
by paying for lapel buttons and all the printing and blank books 
the Fraternity needs. The Fraternity is divided into "chapters., 
with boy officers. The Fraternity meets' once a month to hear 
a debate, or oratorical contest by its own members, or p.musing 
and instructive addresses by prominent men. Every member of 
the Fraternity has signed an obligation promising that for every 
novel he reads he will read two class or non-fiction books, and 

. will respect the work of the Free Library and protect its property 
and urge all other persons to do the same. 

The Newark Free Public Library· closes its seventeenth year 
with 107,013 volumes on its shelves. The circulation of books 
for the year 1905 was 510,990 volumes, an increase of 9 per 
cent. over the previous year; 10,804 volumes were added during 
the year; 341 school-room libraries were sent to different schools 
and cin;ulated 80,233 volumes; seventy~six different organiza­
tions held 644 meetings in the building, with a total attendance 
of 14,269 persons. The library has received as a gift from 
Mrs. Howard W. Hayes a most valuable collection of pottery, 
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porcelains, bronzes, paintings and rugs, which are now on ex­
hibitio~ in a room especially arrang~d for it. Two well-known 
residents of Newark have also given bronze replicas of -three 
busts recently found at Herculaneum, and a set of the Art 
Journal and the J\'lusee Fran<;aise in four volumes. 

Branch r was moved to a more central location, on the corner 
of Broad and Bank streets, and its circulation has increased to 
142 per day. The directories, periodicals and books are much 
used by the business men and women of the city. 

Early in the year the Clark Thread Company offered to turn 
over to the library its collection of books and periodicals and 
the room devoted to their use, on condition that the library would 
care for and maintain them for the benefit of the people of the 
neighborhood as well as the employes of the factory. Although 
the number of hooks -is small, the circulation is constantly in-

· creasing and averages thirty-two per day. 
Two new deposit stations were opened during the year, one 

at Vailsburgh and one at the South Street School. A departure 
from the usual method of conducting deposit stations, is the 
experiment of placing libraries in factories for the use of the 
employes. Four such libraries are now in operation, with 
others to be placed. 

The New Jersey Library Class, with an attendance of 25, 
began its second year in the library with a course in cataloguing 
conducted by Miss Theresa Bitchier, of the Brooklyn Public 
Library. Although a number of persons have heen working 
in the library for the experience to be gained, the formal Ap­
prentice Class was opened during the past year. A ten months' 
course, planned to teach chiefly the methods of this library, 
includes also a course of reading. 

The .fourth annual exhibition of paintings was opened in 
March. An exhibition of pictures of David, Daniel and the 
Holy Land, taken from the Library's Folio Collection, was held 
in December, and letters of invitation were sent to all the clergy 
of the city. 

The Trenton Free Public Library's collection now includes 
34,593 volumes, and the circulation last year was 211,523. "The 
privilege extended last year of regulating the number of non-
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fiction books that may be drawn at one time on the sam~ card, 
to the needs of each individual reader, has worked successfully 
and seems to be about the only practical solution of an old 
problem." Because o~ the increasing popularity of the library, 
the trustees have decided to double the space occupied by the 
loan desk department. 

At Madison a series of free lectures is to be given in the 
library this winter, and a course of historical talks on Madison 
is given in the public schools, by Miss Wildman, the librarian, 
who, during the past summer, succeeded in inducing the chil­
dren to read between two and three hundred selected volumes 
of the class popularly known as "Nature Studies." The chil­
dren's reading-room is open every Sunday afternoon, and visi­
tors are entertained with readings or stories. 

The library at Summit has been completely reorganized and 
the latest and most approved methods have been adopted. A 
new librarian has been secured, who, with some assistance, has 
done this work. A children's corner has been added and is 
proving popular. New rules have been adopted and re-regis­
tration has been found necessary. Since August I st, 5 I 2 people 
have been registered. Among other things which have been done 
to enlarge the work, a branch has been established in the . heart 
of the business section, which makes it possible for working 
people to get books which they otherwise could not have done. 
The circulation and percentage of non-fiction has been higher 
for the last few months than ever before. The Fortnightly 
Club has presented the library with $5o worth of books. 

Three new departures from the rules have been made during 
the year at Hackensack, and all with perfectly satisfactory re­
sults. First, in addition to the books to which they were en­
titled, the teachers in the public schools have been permitted to 
take extra books for class work; second, library members 
spending vacations out of town have been allowed to take books 
with them, and in no case has one either been lost or damaged; 
third, books have been supplied to the Old Ladies' Home. In 
April, a loan exhibition was held under the auspices of the 
Bergen County Historical Society, which was very interesting 
and instructive. _ It was open for the month and at its close many 



PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION REPORT. 23 

of the _exhibits were left either as gifts or loans. These have 
been arranged for permanent exhibition and the museum is open 
every afternoon from three until six o'clock. In November a 
lecture was given by Frank G. Speck upon the subject of our 
Indians. It was replete with instruction and interest, and illus­
trated by a collection of relics, arrow-heads, pottery and the like, 
which he generously presented to the Museum. 

In January the "Children's I-Iouf' was introduced in the Perth 
Amboy Library, and if attendance may be taken as an indica­
tion, it received a warm welcome and may be counted a success. 
It is interesting as well as encouraging to note the increasing 
patronage which the library is receiving from the children, who 
are rapidly gaining confidence in its readiness and ability to help 
them. In March an exhibition in the children's room, of work 
in drawing and water colors done in the schools, and ranging 
from, the first grade to the High School, attracted much atten­
tion, and brought to the 11brary many parents and teachers, as 
well as the children themselves. By actual count in one day 
nearly four hundred persons had visited the library. Later in 
the year, when the birds commenced to be seen and heard, an 
exhibit was made of colored pictures representing those most 
familiar in New J er.sez, and this was much enjoyed and appre­
ciated by the children. 

At Mt. Tabor free access to the shelves has resulted in a much 
wider use of the standard books, such as Lord's Beacon Lights 
of History, Booker T. Washington's books and all kinds of his­
tories and travel. However, the great demand is still for fic­
tion, but it has been found that there is a great deal less mis­
chief in the settlement when the boys and girls are reading 
even novels. 

The Bridgeton Library has added a "game toom" as an 
annex. ~his is used by the small boys who would otherwise play 
on the street. It has been found an excellent thing and is meet­
ing with the strongest approval. It is ope'n every night. 

At Montclair the work has shown a very large growth, there 
being an incr~ase of 30 per cent. More expensive books and 
books of reference have been put in this year than ever before, 
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and the character of the library has been proportionately im­
proved. This has been made possible by the pay department, 
which has made available a fund of several hundred dollars. 
Classes for instruction in . the use of the library and books have 
been held with gratifying results. 

The library at Point Pleasant has been classified by the Dewey· 
system, with slight modifications, and has been catalogued thor­
oughly. A number of pictures have been donated to th.e library, 
which add much to its attractiveness. 

The Library at Lambertville has been thoroughly reorganized 
by a committee of ladies on the board of trustees. This work 
has been clone in the most painstaking tnanner and the results 
are very satisfactory. 

The Allendale Library has been re-cart:alogued, re-classified and 
re-arranged. It has been moved to a larger and more convenient 
room in the school-house, which has been furnished attractively. 
The work has been done by the ladies in charge. 

At Flemington a new charging system has been adopted, with 
good results. The traveling library has been subscribed for and 
has been thoroughly enjoyed, and the books are in constant use. 

The Elizabeth Library has received from St. John Sunday 
School a gift of i 29 books, which were most welcome. The 
Inter-library loan slips have been found to be useful. 

During the year the number of visitors to the Bernardsville 
Library has doubled. Because of this the trustees have decided 
to keep the library open continuously from 9 A. M. to 9~'30 P. M., 
and for two hours on Sunday afternoon. 

Several modifications have been made at Glen Ridge that have 
been of great help in the library. The author number in fiction 
has been dispensed with and the plan has been found to work 
satisfactorily and to lessen the work. A change was made in 
the charging system, which was found very valuable and much 
needed before the library should grow larger. Assistance was 
given by the Commission, and the 4,000 books were easily han­
dled. The Traveling Library has been made use of. This has 
proved a great success. Many reference books have been bought 
which could not otherwise have been purchased. Two new book 
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cases have been donated and a number of books. The Young 
Men's Club has also donated $25. 

In Woodbine the library has been separated from the Baron 
De Hirsch Agricultural and Industrial School Library and now 
occupies a room in the school building. In addition to the 
library, a reading-room is open every night to the public. 

Riverton had a course of lectures last winter in connection 
with the library, whiCh were much enjoyed by the people and 
greatly benefited the library. 

Metuchen received 300 books from the Pratt Institute Free 
Library's discar?ed list. Some of these have been rebound for 
local use and others sent to a country school~ to establish a small 
circulating library. 

The teacher~ have established at LaFayette Comer a small 
circulating library with books donated from various sources. 
These are circulated atnon~ the children and tqeir parents, reach­
ing the farmers several miles out in the country. They also 
have a system of circulating magazines, which are collected from 
various sources and passed from the house of one farmer to 
another. 

A mortgage of $2,000 on the Somerville Public Library has 
been paid off during the past year by subscription. The books 
have been catalogued and classified by the Cutter system. 

The Basking Ridge Library has been classified under the gen­
eral heads. The Smithsonian reports have been secured, and 
have been found very useful. 

The Grandin Library, at Clinton, has been partially re-cata­
logued and re-classified and the work is steadily progressing. 

The Port Oram Library at Wharton has been catalogued and 
classified and a printed catalogue has been issued. Much good 
work is being done in the town. 

Englewood has started a plan of issuing to teachers a card on 
which they may get six books at a time. There are now out 
thirty-six of these cards. An exhibition was held of pictures 
relating to New Jersey history, which was very successful. The 
Civic League presented the library with 200 volumes, all in good 
condition and well chosen. 
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Asbury Park has shown an increase of r,ooo in circulation 
during the past year. This is the greatest increase that has ever 
been made in that town. 

Paulsboro has just celebrated the fourth anniversary of the 
library, which has 409 members. registered and 1,496 books on 
the shelves. During the four years r8,648 books have been 
circulated. Paulsboro has barely 2,000 inhabitants. 

According to the report made to the American Library Asso,.. 
ciation, at its meeting in Portland in July, 1905, the gifts and 
bequests to American libraries during the seven months from 
June rst to D·ecember 31st, 1904, numbered 253, representing 
I r6,552 volumes, five collections of books, $5,I28,r7o in money, 
besides fifty-eight miscellaneous gifts that include one building 
and grounds, seven sites, and others the values of which could 
not be learn,ed. These take into account only the gifts of $500 
or · more and of 250 volumes and upwards. For New Jersey 
the gifts amounted to $42,472, and r,r3o volumes, besides a 
collection of minerals. Of the $s,r28,I70 in 1noney, $r,OQ9,500 
was contributed by Mr. Carnegie. According to a statement 
made by Dr. Horace White, Mr. Carnegie's gifts to American 
libraries from November 25th, r88r, to January rst, 1905, 
amounted to $29,094,o8o, and the aggregate of his gifts to 
libraries all over the world was $39,325,240. In the United 
States, 6rg different cities and towns have been, or will be, 
provided with library buildings paid for by Mr. Carnegie. New 
Jersey will have eighteen, costing $512,000. 

The statistical table printed herewith shows that r 3-2 libraries 
have reported to the Commission this year. This is a gain of 
sixteen over the reports made in 1903. In the 132 libraries 
from which the Commission has been able to get reports, there 
are r,46g,ooo books, about two-thirds of these being non-fiction. 
In eighty-two of the towns reporting, there are public school 
libraries. Eighty-five of the r 32 libraries reporting are free, 
thirty-six subscription, eleven school or institutional. Forty are 
in whole or in part supported by the town. Sixty-three · own 
their buildings. Two are given the use of the buildings rent 
free. 
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Eighty-six maintain reading-rooms; twenty-three have sepa­
rate rooms for the children; sixteen keep open a part of the 
day Sunday; eighty-three of them have card catalogues; 
seventy-two are classified by the Dewey Decimal System, three 
have special systems and two use the Cutter. Six of the libraries 
have branches, and five have delivery stations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. C. KIMBALL, 
M. TAYLOR PYNE, 
ERNEST C. RICHARDSON, 
EVERETT T. TOMLINSON', 
HOWARD M. COOPER. 
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New Jersey Library Laws. 

CHAPTER ISO. 

An Act concerning free public libraries. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 
Jersey: 

I. ESTABLISHMENT OF LIBRARIES IN CITIES, BOROUGHS, TOWNS, TOWNSHIPS AND 

VILJ.AGES. 

1. Any city, borough, town, township or village may, in the manner herein~ 
after provided, establish a free public library within its corporate limits. 

2. The governing body of any of such municipality shall observe the provi­
sions of this act when the same shall be assented to by a majority of the legal 
voters in such municipality at any election, general or special, at which the 
adoption of this act shall be submitted to vote by direction of such governing 
body; such question may be submitted to vote either at a general election or 
at a special election to be held for that purpose; the clerk of such municipal­
ity shall cause public notice of such general or special election to be given 
by advertisement, signed by himself and set up in at least five public places 
in such municipality for at least ten days previous to the date of such election 
and published for the same period in two newspapers printed or circulating 
in such municipality. The ballots used at such election shall be printed or 
written, or partly printed and partly written, and the question of the adoption 
of the provisions of this act may be printed or written on the ballots used at 
a general election, on which may be the words "for a free public library" 
and "against a free public library," and the election officers of any such 
municipality shall make a true and correct return of the rest:llt of such election 
in writing, under their hands, and said statement shall be entered at large 
upon the minutes of such governing body. Where the voter shall strike off 
the ballot the words "against a free public library" such vote shall be counted 
as in favor of the adoption of this act; where the voter shall strike off the 
ballot the words "for a free public library" such vote shall be counted as 
against the adoption of this act; if neither the words "for a free public 
library" nor "against a free public library" shall be stricken off any ballot 
such ballot shall not be counted for or against the adoption of this act; where 
any municipality shall vote against the establishment of a free public library 
such vote shall not preclude the holding of another election, general or special, 
to vote for or against the adoption of the provisions of this act. 
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3. If a majority of the votes so counted shall contain the words "for a free 
public library" the provisions of this act shall be deemed to have been 
adopted, and it shall become the duty of the governing body, or appropriate 
board of said municipality, annually thereafter to appropriate and raise by 

J taxation a sum equal to one-third of a mill on every dollar of assessable' prop­
·erty within such municipality. 

4· It shall be lawful to raise by taxation annually for the support and 
use of said library, in addition to the sum required to be raised by section 
three, a sum not exceeding one-sixth of a mill on every dollar of assessable 
property in such municipality; and the sums assessed and collected by virtue 
of this act shall be used for no other purpose than for the use of a .free public 
library. 

II. APPOINTMENT, POWERS AND DUTIES OF TRUSTEES OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

5. A board of trustees of the free public library shall be formed immediately 
in any municipality which shall adopt the provisions of this act, said board to 
consist of seven members, one of whom shall be the mayor or the chairman 
of the governing body of such municipality, as the case may be, ex officio, and 
one the superintendent of public instruction of such municipality ex officio, 
or in case such municipality shall have no superintendent of public instruc­
tion, then the president of the board of education, ex officio, and five citizens 
to be appointed by the mayor or chairman of the governing body of such 
municipality from among the residents therein; such appointments, in all 
municipalities except cities, to be made by and with the consent of the gov­
erning body of such municipality, and for the terms of one, two, three, four 
:and five years respectively, as they may be selected by such mayor or chair­
man. Upon the expiration of the term of office of any trustee the mayor 
or the chairman of the governing body of such municipality shall appoint 
some citizen for a term of five years in the same manner as the original ap­
pointment was made; vacancies occurring in said board of trustees shall be 
filled for the unexpired term only, in the same manner as the original ap­
pointments are made. 

6. The board of trustees shall be a body corporate under the name of "the 
trustees of the free public library of " (naming said 
municipality wherein said library shall be established). Said trustees shall 
have corporate powers of succession, may sue and be sued, and adopt a cor­
porate seal; said board shall meet at some convenient time and place in said 
municipality within ten days of the time of their appointment; they shall 
immediately proceed to organize . by the election from their members of a 
president, treasurer and secretary, who shall hold their offices for one year 
and until their successors are elected; they shall also make and execute under 
their hands and seals a certificate setting forth their appointment and their 
organization and the names of their officers elected; such certificate shall 
l)e acknowledged in the same manner that conveyances of real estate are 
required to be acknowledged, and recorded in the clerk's office of the county 
in which such municipality is located. They shall also send a certified copy 
of such certificate to the office of the secretary of state, at Trenton, to be there 
filed of record, but shall not be required to pay any fees for such recording 
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and filing. The said certificate, or copy thereof duly certified by the secretary 
v f state or by the clerk of the county, shall be evidence in all courts and places 
of the incorporation of the said board. Said board shall hold in trust and 
manage all property of said library; it shall have power to rent rooms, or, 
when proper, to construct buildings for the use of said library; to vurchase 
books, pamphlets, documents, papers and other reading matter; to hire / 
librarians and other necessary servants, and to fix their salary or salaries; 
to make proper rules and regulations for the government of said library, and 
generally to do all things necessary and proper for the establishment and 
maintenance of the free public library in such municipality. The treasurer 
of said board shall give bond in an amount to be fixed by the mayor of 
any city or by the governing body of any municipality other than a city, 
payable to said municipality by its corporate name, conditioned for the faithful 
-performance and discharge of his duties. And such board shall, by its treas­
urer, upon its warrant signed by its president, receive of the disbursing officer 
·of such municipality the money raised by taxation for library purposes, as 
provided in sections three and four of this act. 

7. Said trustees shall receive no compensation for their services, and shall 
not incur any expense or enter into any obligations to an amount in excess 
of the annual appropriation for library purposes and of its funds on hand. 

8. Said board of trustees shall annually make a report of their transactions, 
.accounts, and the state and condition of said library to the governing body 
of such municipality. 

9. Said board of trustees may receive, hold and manage any devise, bequest 
or donation heretofore made or hereafter to be made and given for the estab­
lishment, increase or maintenance of a free public library within its munici­
-pality. 

III. TRANSFER OF BOOKS BELONGING TO CITY TO FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

IO. Any public board in any city wherein there is a free public library, or 
any department of the government of said city having under its control a 
1ibrary or collection of books useful for such public library, may transfer 
the control or property of said books to the trustees of a free public library 
established under this act for use therein; and any such board or department 
so transferring its books or library shall be relieved from further responsibility 
for the care or custody of or property in said books or library, and said trus­
tees of said free public library shall hold and keep said books or library as 
if originally purchased by them. 

IV. PURCHASING LAND AND ERECTING LIBRARY BUILDINGS IN CITIES. 

I I. When, in the judgment of the board of trustees of the free public 
1ibrary in any city of this state that shall accept the provisions of this act 
or has ·heretofore established a free public library pursuant to law, it is 
advisable to purchase lands or to erect buildings thereon, or both, or to 
enlarge or alter any building already erected thereon, for the purposes of a 
free public library, said board of trustees may certify to the common council, 
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or other board or body having charge of the finances of such city, the 
amount of money, in addition to such moneys as they may have on hand 
applicable to such purposes, necessary for the purpose of making such pur­
chase of land, the erection of buildings or other improvements thereof, and 
shall also certify therewith the total amount of moneys and funds belonging 
to the trustees of such free public library · available for the purchase of lands 
or erection of buildings, and an estimated account of the amount necessary 
for the maintenance of the said library for the balance of the then current 
year, and thereupon such common council, or other body or board, ma'y, by 
resolution, at its discretion and with the approval of the mayor of such city, 
authorize and empower the board of trustees of said free public library 
to expend such sums of money, in addition to the moneys belonging to it 
and not needed for the expenses of maintenance for the remainder of the 
then fiscal year, as to such common council, or such other body or board, 
may seem proper for such purposes, not to exceed, however, the amount 
certified as aforesaid by the board of trustees of the free public library; and 
upon the passage of such resolution the board of trustees of said free public 
library shall be empowered and authorized, by and with the consent of the 
mayor of such city, to purchase real estate, and to erect buildings and make 
improvements thereon, and to expend moneys therefor to the amount of 
such appropriation and surplus; provided) however) that no lands shall be 
purchased for the purpose of erecting thereon a free public library building 
except with the concurrence of such common council, or such other body 
or board, which concurrence shall be expressed by resolution of such common 
council, or such other body or board, by and with the approval of the mayor 
of such city. The title of real estate so purchased shall be taken in the 
name of such city, but the use and control of the same shall be in such board 
of trustees of the free public library so Jong as it shall be used for free 
public library purposes. 

I2. When the board of trustees of the free public library in any city of 
this state may desire to take, use or occupy any lands, improved or unim­
proved, either in whole or in part, for the purposes of their building and 
library pursuant to the authority and power vested in said board by section 
I I of this act, and the said trustees cannot agree with the owner or owners 
of such lands, ·or with other persons interested therein, as to the amount 
of r;ompensation to be paid for such taking, use, diversion or occupation or 
interest, proceedings shall be taken by said trustees to acquire said lands 
and ascertain the. amount of compensation to be paid therefor, in the manner 
provided by the general laws of this state for the condemnation and taking 
of lands for public uses. 

V. EQUIPPING LIBRARIES IN CITIES. 

13. Any city that shall accept the provisions of this act, or that has here­
tofore established a free public library pursuant to l~w, and has purchased 
or shall purchase lands, and has erected or shall erect buildings thereon, or 
both, for the purposes of a free public library, and has made or shall make 
appropriations therefor under this act, is hereby authorized to mak~ additional 
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appropriation for the equipment, furnishing and decorating of such library 
building in manner following: The board of trustees of such public library 
shall certify to the common council or other board or body having charge 
and control of the finances of such city the amount necessary for the equip­
ment, furnishing and decorating of such library building, and thereupon such 
common council or other body or board may by resolution, at its discretion 
and with the approval of the mayor of such city, make appropriation of such 
money and authorize and empower the board of trustees of such free public 
library to expend such sum of money, and upon the passage of such resolution 
the board of trustees of such public library shall be empowered and author­
ized to enter into contracts for such equipment, furnishing and decorating, 
and to expend money therefor to the amount of such appropriation ~ 

VI. ISSUANCE Of BONDS FOR LIBRARY PURPOSES BY CITIES. 

I4. Any city that shall hereafter accept the provisions of this act or has 
heretofore established a free public library pursuant to law shall have power 
to create and issue bonds for the acquiring of lands, the acquiring and 
erection and improvement of buildings and appliances for library purposes, 
and the equipment, furnishing and decorating of library buildings, such bonds 
to bear interest not exceeding the · rate of five per centuin per annum and to 
be sold at not less than par, and to be issued for such time and under such 
terms and conditions as shall be prescribed by the common council or other 
body or board having charge of the finances of the city; and such bonds 
may contain such provisions for a sinking fund and for payment as said 
common council or other body having charge of the finances of said city 
shall determine; and such city shall make provision by general taxation for 
the payment of the principal and interest of the said bonds. In case the 
powers of any such city to issue bonds are now limited by law to be a fixed 
percentage of the assessed value of its taxable property, such city shall have 
power to create and issue bonds in the manner and for the purposes above 
set forth to the extent of one-half qf one per centum of the assessed value of 
its taxable property in excess of such limit now existing. 

VII. ERECTING LIBRARY BUILDINGS IN BOROUGHS) 'l'OWNSJ TOWNSHIPS AND VILLAGP.S. 

IS. When any individual or corporation has offered or hereafter may offer 
to the trustees of the free public library of any borough, town, township or 
village in this state which shall hereafter accept the provisions of this act or 
has heretofore established a free public library pursuant to law, or has 
offered or hereafter may offer to the council or other governing body of any 
such municipality, to provide or erect a building to be used as a free public 
library upon condition that such municipality, or the trustees of the free 
public library therein, or the council or governing body thereof, provide a site 
for such a building, it shall be lawful for the council or other governing body 
of any such municipality, by resolution adopted by the votes of a majority 
of all the members thereof, to appropriate for the purpose of purchasing 
a suitable site upon which to erect' such library building, a sum of money not 
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exceeding three-fourths of one mill on every dollar of assessable property 
returned by the assessor of such municipality in his last preceding levy 
for the purposes of annual taxation therein ; and thereupon the board of 
trustees of the free public library in such municipality shall be vested with 
sufficient power and authority to purchase land for said purpose and to spend 
moneys therefor not exceeding the amount of such appropriation; provided, 
however, that the title to lands so purchased shall be taken in the corporate 
name of the municipality, but the use and control of the same and of the 
building to be erected thereon shall be in such board of trustees of the free 
public library so long as the same shall be used for free public library pur­
poses. 

I6. To defray the expense of such purchase the common council, or other 
governing body of any such municipality, is hereby authorized to issue and 
sell the corporate bonds of such municipality, not exceeding in the aggregate 
the amount of such appropriation, which bonds shall be of such denomination 
and shall be made payable within such period not exceeding ten years from 
the date of their issue and bear such rate of interest, not exceeding five 
per centum per annum payable semi-annually, as such council or governing 
body may determine. Said bonds shall be made payable in such manner that 
an equal proportion of the whole amount issued shall become due and pay­
able in each year after the date of issue thereof; said bonds shall be desig­
nated "free public library bonds," shall not be sold for less than their par 
value and shall be executed under the corporate seal of the municipality and 
be signed by the chairman of the council or governing body and attested by 
the clerk thereof, and shall have coupons attached for the payment of each 
half year's interest, or may be made registered bonds, at the option of the 
purchaser. 

I7. There shall be raised and levied annually by taxation in the munici­
pality issuing such bonds a sum sufficient to pay the interest thereon and to 
redeem the part or proportion thereof maturing in the fiscal year for which 
such taxes are levied. 

VIII. PROCEDURE WHEN BOROUGH, TOWNSHIP, &C., UNITES WITH ADJOINING 

MUNICIPALITY. 

r8. At the annual election of any borough, town, township or village not 
otherwise provided with a free public library the voters may, when the 
question is submitted by the governing body of such municipality, by a ma""' 
jority vote authorize the governing body thereof to unite with the adjoining 
borough, township or city of the second or third class in the support or main­
tenance of a free public library, the privileges and uses of said library to be 
on equal terms to the residents of both of the municipalities so uniting. 

I9. When, at such election, the majority of the voters of s·uch municipality 
authorize such union the governing body thereof shall levy a tax of not less. 
than one-third of a mill upon the dollar of assessment, but not more than a 
thousand dollars annually, for the support of such union library. 

20. The mayor or other head officer of such municipality shall be ex officio 
a member of the board of trustees of such union library, and the governing 



PUBLIC LIBRARY COMlVIISSION REPORT. 35 

body thereof may designate two other voters, resident in said municipality~ 
as joint trustees of said union library, one to hold office for two and the 
other for a term of three years, and these trustees shall be a part of the 
board of trustees of the library of said participating borough, township or 
city of the second or third class. 

21. The governing body of the borough, township or city receiving a pro­
posal for union with an adjoining municipality under this act is hereby 
authorized to accept such a proposal of union and to authorize the admission 
of the trustees aforesaid to seats with its own board of trustees of its public 
library, and jointly these trustees shall have full control and government 
of said library under the provisions of statutes governing the establish­
ment of free public libraries. 

22. When, in the judgment of the joint board of trustees, it is advisable 
to purchase lands or to erect buildings thereon, or both, for the purposes. 
of a free public library, said trustees shall certify the proportion of money 
for such purposes based upon the respective assessments of each municipality 
to the governing bodies thereof, and such governing bodies shall submit to 
the voters at the next annual election an appropriation to cover its share 
of such purchase or building, and if approved by the majority of the qualified 
voters voting thereon, said money may be raised by tax or bonds; in 
case bonds are issued the procedure in the issuance of such bonds shall 
conform to the procedure described in section sixteen of this act, and the 
money thus raised shall be passed to the control of the joint trustees, to be 
expended according to the provisions of this act governing the purchase of 
lands and the erection of buildings for a free public library in cities. 

IX. CONDITIONAL GIFTS TO CITIES1 TOWNS1 ETC. 1 FOR LIBRARY PURPOSES. 

23. In any city, borough, town, township or village in which there is now 
or hereafter may be a free public library established pursuant to law, the 
board of aldermen, common council or · other governing body shall have 
power by resolution to accept gifts or bequests for the purpose of building 
a library building in any such municipality which may, be made on condition 
that a sum not exceeding ten per centum of the amount of such gift or be­
quest be annually appropriated for the maintenance and support of such 
library, or which may be made on the above condition and on the further 
condition that such municipality to which such gift is made shall also pro­
vide a suitable site for such building; and when any conditional gift is so 
accepted by any municipality it shall be lawful to raise by taxation from time 
to time for the support and use of said library such amount annually as may 
be required by the condition of any such gift. 

24. When such gift is made on the condition that said municipality shall 
provide a suitable site for such library building, as well as agree to appro­
priate annually a certain sum of money as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for 
the governing body of such municipality to appropriate for the purpose of 
purchasing a site for such library building a sum not exceeding in amount 
three-fourths of one mill on every dollar of taxable property in such munici­
pality last returned for the purpose of taxation therein, and to include the 
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amount so appropriated in the next annual tax levy to be made in such munici­
pality. 

25. At any time after the acceptance of any such last-mentioned gift it 
shall be lawful for the trustees of the free public library in any such munici­
pality to purchase, at a cost not exceeding the amount appropriated therefor, 
a suitable site for the erection of a library building. The title of the real 
estate so purchased shall be taken in the corporate name of the munici­
pality, but the use and control of the same shall be in the board of trustees 
of the free public library therein so long as it shall be used for free public 
library purposes. 

26. Any gift or bequest, when accepted by the board of aldermen, common 
council, or other governing body of any such city, town, township or munici­
pality, shall be received by the treasurer or other corresponding officer 
of such municipality and expeJ;Ided by and under the direction of the trustees 
of the free public library for the purposes for which such gift or bequest 
was made, in the same manner as other funds are now expended by such 
trustees. 

X. TRAVELING LIBRARIES. 

27. The public library commission shall operate, direct and control a sys­
tem of small state traveling libraries; said libraries shall be styled "traveling 
libraries," and so many ·of them as may be found advantageous for use in 
the state may be provided for under rules and regulations to be prescribed 
and promulgated by said commission; the cost, however, of the provision 
therefor shall not exceed the amount which shall annually be appropriat~d by 
the Legislature for such purpose. 

28. The nature and character · of the books to be purchased shall be de­
termined and controlled by the said commission, or a majority of them, and 
the purchase of all books to be used in connection with the said · traveling 
libraries shall be made as said commission may direct. The commission 
shall have authority ·to purchase, . from an,Y appropriation that shall be 
made, such and so many small book-cases and outer traveling cases as experi­
ence and the useful and successful operation of the said system of traveling 

. libraries may reqttire, and they shall have full authority, from any appro­
priation which may from time to time be made, to repair and keep said 
cases in good order and to purchase new cases when necessary; and to keep 
the books in said traveling libraries in good condition by rebinding, or by 
repurchase, or substitution of books, or otherwise, and provide all neces­
sary printing and cataloguing for the same. 

29. Said traveling libraries shall be used and operated at such points 
as the said commission may direct, but the said commission shall not be 
authorized to spend moneys for the rental of any place or places in any 
municipality in this State from which distribution shall be made from said 
traveling libraries. 

XI. APPROPRIATIONS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND FREE READING' ROOMS_. 

30. It shall be lawful for the common council of any city of this State to 
appropriate, from any moneys not otherwise appropriated, such sum of 
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money, not exceeding one thousand dollars, as may in their judgment be 
deemed necessary to establish or aid public libraries and free reading-rooms. 

31. It shall be lawful for the governing body of any borough, town, 
township or village to appropriate from any moneys not otherwise appro­
priated such sum of money, not exceeding three hundred dollars annually, 
as may in their judgment be deemed necessary to establish or aid public 
li~raries and free reading-rooms in such municipality. 

32. It shall be lawful for the governing body of any town, township, vil­
lage or borough to raise by taxation any sum, not exceeding one thousand 
dollars annually, to aid public libraries and free reading-rooms in any such 
municipality; · provided, the same be first assented to by a majority vote of 
the legal voters of any such municipality at their annual election. 

33. Every free· public library established pursuant to any general law shall 
be governed by the provisions of this act, and all acts inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed. 

Approved April 14, 1905. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION. 

AN AcT to promote the establishment and efli.ciency of free · public libraries. 
Approved March 20, 1900. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New 
Jersey: 

1. The Governor, within thirty days after the passage of this act, shall 
appoint five persons, residents of this State, who shall constitute a public 
library commission; such appointment, if made during the session of the 
Legislature, shall be with the advice and consent of the .Senate; one member 
of said commission shall be appointed for a term of five years, one for four 
years, one for three years, one for tw:o years and one for one year, who shall 
hold office until their successors are. appointed; annually hereafter, within 
thirty days after the assembling of the Legislature, the Governor, with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint one member of said com­
mission for a term of five years; all vacancies on said commission, other 
than by expiration of term, shall be filled by the Governor for the remainder 
of the unexpired term, within thirty days after notice thereof shall be given 
to him in ~riting; and all such appointments to fill vacancies, if made during 
the session of the Legislature, shall be with the advice and consent of the 
Senate; said commission shall make a report of its doings to the Legislature 
in January of each year. 

2. No member of said commission shall receive any compensation ; but 
said commission, ·for its necessary traveling •and other incidental expenses, 
and for clerical assistance in the discharge of its duties, may expend a sum 
not exceeding five hundred dollars annually, in addition to the expenditures 
hereinafter provided ; all sums expended, under the provisions of this act, 
shall be pa~d from the State treasury, after the bills therefor have been 
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.approved by . the commission, and sent to the State Comptmller, who shall 
audit and certify the same to the State Treasurer. 

3. The librarian or trustees of any free public library in this State, or any 
person or persons desirous of organizing a free public library, may ask said 
commission for advice ·in regard to the selection of books, the cataloguing 
thereof, and any other matters pertaining to the establishment, maintenance 
or administration of such library, and the commission shall give such advice 
in regard to such matters as it shall find practicable. 

4. Said commission is hereby authorized to donate to any free public 
library under municipal control in this State, upon the application of its 
board of trustees, a sum or sums not exceeding in the aggregate one hundred 
dollars, for books for such library; provided, that the board of trustees of 
such free public library shall first satisfy said commission that they have 
set apart from the funds of such free public library an equal sum of money 
to be expended for the purchase of books for such library; and provided 
further, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to any free public 
library having upwards of five thousand books. 

s. Said commission shall not incur any debt or make any donation or 
expenditure exceeding in the aggregate the appropriation made for its use 
from time to time by the Legislature of this State. 

6. This act shall be deemed a public act and shall take effect immediately, 
and that all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith be and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 

AN Ac'l' to establish a system of public inst?'uction (Revision of 1900). 

Approved March 23, 1900. 

AR'l'ICLE XXVI. 

232. The State Comptroller shall draw his warrant on the State Treasurer 
upon the order of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and in 
favor of the custodian of the school moneys of a school district for the sum 
of twenty dollars for any public school situate in such district for which 
there shall have been raised by special district tax, subscription or enter­
tainment a like sum to establish in such school a school library, or to procure 
books of reference, school apparatus or educational works of art; and the 
further sum of ten dollars annually upon a like order, upon condition that 
there shall have been raised by special district tax, subscription or entertain­
ment a like sum for the maintenance of such library for such year. 

233. All selections of articles aforesaid purchased in part by State funds 
shall be approved in such manner as the State Boar·d of Education may by 
rule direct. 

234. In any school district. in which there shall be more than one ichool· 
house~ the school library committee of two or more of such schools may 
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consolidate and establish in one place the school libraries under their con­
trol, and said committees shall constitute a joint committee for the control 
and management of such consolidated library. 

ARTICLE XXVII. 

235. Whenever in any county there shall have been raised by subscription 
a sum of money not less than one hundred dollars for the establishment of 
a library of pedagogical books for the use of the teachers of the public 
schools, the State Comptroller shall, upon the order of the State Superin­
tendent of Public Instruction, draw his warrant on the State Treasurer in 
favor of the County Superintendent of Schools of said county, for the sum 
of one hundred dollars for the benefit of such library, and annually thereafter 
there shall be paid on a like order a sum not less than fifty dollars nor 
more than one hundred dollars, upon condition that there shall have been 
raised by subscription a like sum for the maintenance of such library for 
such year. 

236. The County Superintendent of Schools and three teachers of public 
schools in such county, appointed by him, shall constitute a committee to 
5elect and purchase books and apparatus for such library, and to make rules 
and regulations for the management, use and safe keeping thereof. 



LOCATION. 

Allendale, 
Allentown, 
Arlington, . . 
Asbury Park, .. . . 
Atlantic City, . .. . 

Basking Uldge, .. 
Bayonne City, .. . 
Belleville, . . .. . 
Berlin, .. 
Bernardsville, 

Heverly , .. 
Bloomfiel<l, 
Bloomfiel<l, 
Boonton, ...... . . . 
Bordentown, 

Bordentown, .... . 
Uordentown, .. .. . 
Bound Brook, ... . 
BranchvillE", . . .. . . 
Bridgeton, .. 

Bridgeton, ...... . 
Burl ington, .. . . . . 
Caldwell , 
Camden, 
Camden, 

Camden, 
Camden, 
Chatham, ... . ... . 
C1inton, . . ....... . 
Cranford, 

Dover, ...... . ... . 
Dover, . . ... . 
East Newark, .... 
East Orange, .. 
East Rutllerfonl, . 

Eatontown, ..... 
Egg Harbor City,. 
I•aberon, . . .... . . . 
Elizabeth, 
Elmer, ......... . . 

Englewood, ... . . . 
F'anwood, ....... . 
Flemln~ton, ..... . 
Florence, ....... . 
l•' reehold, ....... . 

Garton Road, ... . 
Gladstone, .... . . . 
Glen Hidge, 
Hackensack, 
Haddonfiel<l, 

Haddonfi~l<l, 
Hightstown, 
Hilton, . ... . 
Hoboken, ..... . . . 
Jersey City, ..... . 

Lafayette Corners, 
Lakewood, ... 
La!llbertville, ... . 
Lawrenceville, . . . 
Long Branch, .. . . 

·M.n.U\son, ........ . 
i\fadison, . .. . .. . . . 
Matawan, ....... . 
Merchantville, 
Metucben, 

Millville, ... . . . . . 
Montclair, .. .. .. . 
Moorestown, .... . 
·Morristown, ..... . 
Mount Carmel, .. . 

Mount Holly, .... . 
Mount 'l.'abor, .. . . 
Newark, ....... · · 
Newark, ... . 
New Brunswick, .. 

NAME: 0 ~' LIBRAHY. 

Allenclale, . . ..... .. ....... . .. . .... . 
Allentown Library Association, . . . . . . . . ..... 
Free Circulating Library of 'r..' omen 1 S Literary 
l"rec Public Library, . . . ......... . . 
l;'rec Public Library, .... .. .. . 

. .. . . . ....... 
Club, ....... . .. . . . . ... . ... . 

Basking Ridge Free Circulating Libran·, . . ...... • . • ................ . .... 
Free Public Librnr:.r, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ... .•. • .•. . .. • . • . • . . ..• . . . . ... 
Free Public Library, . . . . . . . . . ....•.......... . . . ........ 
Brotherhood's Public LiiJrnr.r, ... . .. . .. . . . .... . ......... . .... . ........ . 
Bernanls Library .Associatlou, ..... . ... .. •.• .. ...... . .. 

Beverly Free Library, . . ... . . . ... . . . • . .. . . . ... 
Jarvie l\fetnorial Library, .. . ...... .. . . .... . . . . . ........ .... .....•... . .... 
Watsessing ~.,ree Library, . . . . . .. . ..... . ..... . . . ...•......... . ......... 
I-Iolmts Library, . ..... .. ........ .. ...•...•. . ... . ....•................... 
Bordentown Military Institute, . . . . . . . . • . . . . .... .. .. . ... . ...... . 

w. c. '1'. u ........ . .... . . . . .. . . . . .... . .............................. . .. . 
Woodward. .rvleJnorial, . . ........ . . .. ...... ... . . .... • ..........•....... . .. 
Women's Literary Club anc.l Library Assoeiat iou, ...... . ..•. . .... . ........ 
Branchville Public Library, . . . . . ..........•......... . ... . ... 
Bridgeton Library, ...... .. .. . .... . ..................... . . . . . .......... . 

South Jersey Institute, . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . ... .. . ... . 
Burlington Library, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • .... . .... . . . . . ... 
Caldwell Library, ....... . ..........•...•..... . ........ . . . ...•.. . ....... 
Carnegie Free Library, . . ........• . . . ..... . ............•... . ....... . ..... 
Cooper Park Branch, . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . ..•.. . . . .............. . ........ 

P ubllc Scbool Library, . . . . • . ... . . . . .. . ......... . ....•... . .... . . . .. 
Pyne Point Free Librul',\', ............. . . . •....... . ........ . .. . .. . ....... 
Chatham Circulating LibL·::u·y, ... . ......... . ..• . .. • .... . . . ....... . • . ..... 
Grandin I~ibrary, .......... . .......... .. .. . ..... . . . ................•... . 
CranforU Library, .. ...... . ....... . ... . .. . . •.•.•.............. . ..• . .. . .. 

Free Public Library, .... . ..•. . .. .. . .... .. .....•.•......•.•. • . . ......... . . 
Publlc School Library, ..... . . . ......•.•........• . . . ..... . . ....... . .. .... 
Free Publlc Library, ......... . . . ..... . ........... .. ............•........ 
Free Public Library, ....... . .......... . .. . .. . •... .. . .............•. • .... 
r~,ree l:.ublic Library, . . ..... . . . .. . . . . . .•.. .. ....•. . . ...•...•. . ......•.... 

Eatontown Public Library, .......... . ..................... . ........... . 
Publlc School Library, .... . ........................ . ............ .. ..... . 
Elberon Library, ....... . ............... . .........•... . ... . ..•...... • .... 
Elizabeth Public Library and Heading Hoom, . . .....•.. . .....•.... . ...... 
Elmer Publlc Library, ................ . .. . ... . ..•... .. ........... . ...... 

Free Publlc Library, .. . ........ .. ......... . . . . . ......... . .............. . 
Free Public Library of Borough of }1'auwood, . . ... . ................ . .... . 
Free Public Library, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . .. . . . ... .. ...... . ... . 
Florence Library, ................. . .... . ...... . .... . ......... . ......... . 
Carnegie Library, ......... . ..... . ................ . .................. .. . 

Public Library, ..... . ......... .. . . ......................... .. ......... . . 
Public Library of Gladstone and Peapack, ................ . ......... . ... . 
Glen Uidge Library Association, ....... .. ....... . . . ................ . ... . 
Johnson l!ublic Library, . . ..... . .............. . ...•....... . •............. 
Iladdon .A thenaeun1, ...... . . . .... . .. . .... . . . .. • .... .. .. . .. . . . ....... . ... 

IIaddonfi.eld Library Company, ........ . .... . ..... . . . .............. . .... . 
Longstreet Library of Peddie Institute, . . . ..•.... . .... . ...... . •.•....... 
Hilton Public Library, .......... . . . ........ • . .. .....•... .. ........ · . .. . 
Free Public Library, . . . . . . . . . ........ . ......... . ................... . 
J.i'rec Public Library, ......... .. .. . .•..... .. ........... . . ........ ... . . ... 

Free Library, ...................... .. .. • . .... .. . ..•.............. . ..... 
Lakewood Library, ........... . ....... . . .. ... . . ..... . ...•..... . ... . ...... 
Stryker Library Association, ... . .... .. . . ............... . .. . .... . ....... . 
Lawrenceville School Library, ... . . . ... . ............ • .......... • ... . ..... 
F'ree Reading Rootn anU Librar~·, .................... .. .. . ..• . . .. ....... 

Drew Theological Seminary, . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . 
1\Jadison Public Library, .............•.... .. ........ . ... . . . . . ........... 
l\latawau Free Public Library, . . ........ . ..... . . . .. . ...... . .... • ....... 
Public Library, ......... . ..... . ............. , .... .. . . .. • ....•.... .. . . .. . 
l\ietuchen Free Library, ... ............. . .•.•........... .. . .. . ....... . . . 

Millville Library an<! Hea<ling Room , . ... .•. .. ...•......... . ....•....... 
Free Public Library, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...• . ...... 
~foorestown Free Library, .. . .. . ..... . ... . . . ............•. . ..... . . . .. . . .. 
. Morristown Library, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ..... .. ... · . · ... . 
Public Library, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ......... . 

Library of Burlington County Lycenm of Ill~tor.r and Natural Scienc('s, ... 
Mount Tabor J.1.,ree Libnu.r, .... . .... . .... . .......... .. .... .. ... . .. . 
Free Public Library , .......................... . .......... . . . . . ......... . 
New Jersey Historical Society, .. . ... . ... . ......... . .... .. ...... . ..... . 
Free Public Library , . . . . . ...... . ....... . ....... . .. . ...•.... . . .. ... . . 

New Brunswick, .. Gardner A. Sage Library, . . . . . . .... . ..•. .. ..... • ...... . . . · · · · · · · · · · · 
New Brunswick, .· Hutgers College Library, .. . .... . ...•.... .. ....... . .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Nutley, ... · · · · · · · Nutley Library, ............ • ..... . .. . .. ... .•... . . .. . ...... · • · ·. · · · · · · 
Newton, ...... · · · Dennis Library. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . · · . · · · · · · · · · · • · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Orange, .... · · . · · · Orange Free Library, ... . .. . .. . . . ...... . ...... • . .. ........ . .. · . · ·. · · .... 

N.U lE 0~' LIBHAit!AN. 

Volunteer service, ....•..........•.. 
Afrs. :hl. P. Ford, ................ . .. . 
Mrs. Low Beadell, . .. ............. . 
Ruth Yeomans, .. ... ...... . 
Alvaretta P. Abbott, ...... . . . . . . 

l\lary B. Barkalow, . 
Phoebe B. Ketcham, 
Mrs. E. A. Shattuck , . 
H. C. Sllarp, ....... . 
:liargu_erite E. Hubbell, 

Mrs. Herman A. Stees, 
1Hrs. Metta lt. Ludey,. 
Edward M . BailPy , . . . . . .. . ... . .. . 
Anna E. '.rhibou, ..... . .. .. . . . . .... . 
'1\ D. Landon, ......... .. .. ... ... • . 

Emma. Wood, ..... . ... . . 
'.r. D. Landon, ................... . 
Elizabeth Dean, ... . .. ....•. .. .. . . .. 
Emily .T. Poyner, ..... . . .. . . 
E. V. ' Vallen, ..... • ... 

Ly<lia Weston, ....... . 
H. V. Spencer, ....... . 
V\' 1n. H. Ketler, ........ . ..... . .... . 
Marietta K. Champiou. . ..... . •. . ... 

Laura Schraick, . . . . 
l\lary Anderson, .. .. . 
Hobert Littlejohn, ....... . ... . . . 
Carrie '.rodd, ..... . .... • ... . ... . .... 
May D. Bradley, ... . ... .. .. . .. .. .. . 

Harriet ~\. Breese, ...... . . 
'l'eachers, ....... . .. . 
Geo. A. Bond, . . ......... . . ... . . . . . 
Frances L. Rathbone .... . . .. .. . ... . 
Emma B. Ver Nooy , . 

Mrs. Jennie Wolcott, . 
rr. ~f. Cressman, .. . 
Mary C. Swayze, ....... .. . . .. .. . . 
Marie Louise PrevoSt , 
E. W . Madara, ..... . . 

JJarriet R. Prosser, ... . .. . . 

Elizabeth Van Liew, . 
Elizabeth Petty, .... . . • ...... . .•... 
Julia Combs, ............ . . 

L. Mounier, ........ . ....... . ...... . 
J. H. Wood, ........ . .. . .....•... . . 
Abbie S. Ful1er, ..... • ........ . ..... 
Mary Boggan, ....... . ... . ......... . 
C. H. Laurence, ....... . ... . ... . .. . 

~r.a'ri~ · Fo~· ·w~it~ ·:::::: ~ :: ...... . .. . 
Seward Harris, . .. ........... . . .... . 
Thomas F. Ilatfield, .. .. ..... . .. • ... 
Esther Elizabeth Burdick , .... . . . 

Teachers, ...................•. . .... 
Katherine O'Leary, ..... . ........ . . . 
Mary A. Laubenstein, ...... . .. .. . . . 
Alexc.nder F. Jamieson, .. . . ... . .... . 
Mrs. 3 . E. Woolley, .... . ... . ...... . 

S. G . Ayres, ..............•. . .. a •• • 

Hertha Selina Wildman, .......... . . 
Edill• Johnson, . .. ................. . 
Corinue G. De Hamel, .. 
Rut\:! Tbomae, . _ . . . . . . .......... . 

Hannnh II. Chew, ....... .. . .•. . .... 
S. Augusta Smith, ..........•. • .... 
Anna Mary Kaighn, ........ . • .. . .. . 
Caroline Olivia LOunsl.mr~·, 
L. ~founier, ................ . ...... . 

.Anna Hilyard Deacon. . ...•....... 
Vivian Gordon, . . ..... . 
• Tohn Cotton Dana, ... . 
Frances ~f. Tichenor, .... . .... . . . .. . 
Comella A. See, .. . ..... . •.. . . . .. . . 

John C. Van Dyke, ... . ............ . 
Irving S. Upson, . . . . . . . ....... . . . 
Volunteer service, .. . ..... . ...... . . . 
Laura L. Coursen, ...... . .. . . . . . . .. . 
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Paterson, .... . ... Free Public Library, ........... . . .... . ... . . . .... . ........ . ...... • ....... G. !-.,. \Vincbester, .. . .. . .•.......... 
I .. aulsboro, .. ·. · · · IJ!'ree Public Library, ............ . . .. .. ... . .... . .... . ... • ....... . . · · ·. · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Pfonnington , ...... Library Association, .. .. ........ . . . . ....... . ... . . . .. . .. . ...... . . .. . ..... Volunteer servic·e , . . ......... . . . . . . . 
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Wharton, .. ..... . 
Whippany, . ..... . 
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Woodbridge, .... . 

Perth Amboy Public Library, ....... . .. . .......... . .. . ... • .. . ...•.•. . ... 
Public Library and Hea<ling Uoom , ......... . . .... . ........ • ....•... . ... 
Point Pleasant Free Library , . . .... .. . . ... . . .. . . ...... . ...•.............. 
Library of Princeton Universit,\', . ........ . ..... . •... . ............ . • . .... 
Princeton Free Lending Librar.r, ....... ... .............. . . ....• . . . .... . . 

Pbiladelpbian Society Library, .....•..... . ....•... . . .. . . . .... . .... • ..... 
Ivy Hall Library, . . ..... .. ........•.. . ..... . ... . ....... . ............... 
Princeton '.rheological Seminary, . .... . . . ... . .•..... . ......• . ............. 
Library of Cl!osophic Society, . . .. . ..............................•.. . .... 
Whig Hall Library, .. . ..... . ...........•. • .... . . .. .. . . . .. . .....• . ...... 

Rahway Library Association, ...... ... .... . . .. . ... • .... . . . ........•..... 
He<! Bank Library Company, . . . . . .. • . . .......... • . .. .. . . .... . ...•... . ... 
Public Library, . .. .......... .. .......•... . ......•. . . . • . . . .. . .. , . .. . .... . 
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~.,ree Library, . ..... . ...... ... . . ... . . . .. .. ... .... . ............ . ... . .... . 
Salem Library Cotnpany, . . ..... . ..... . ... . .. . ... . .... • ....... . ... . ...... 
Shre"•sbury Library, . ..... . . . . . . . .... . •......• . .. . .... . . . . . .... . .. . ... . 

Public Library, . . ...... .. ........ • ... . ... . ....... . .. .. ... . ..... . . . ...... 
Free Public Circulating, . . .. . ...........•.. . .. . ............ . ..•. • . . ..... 
Sparta Library Association, ..... . . . . . ......... • . .....•...... . .... .. •. . .. 
Summit Free Public Library, . .. . . .........•....... . ... . . ..•... . .... . .... 
Neighborhood Ilouse Library , . . ......•.. . ... . ............ . ........... . .. 

Sussex Library .Association, .... . . . . . .. . ............. . .... .. ............ . 
'l.'enatly Library Society, . . . . .......... . ... • ..... . .. • . . ............ 
Christ Church I..~ibrar,\·, . . ........................ . ........ . ... . ........ . 
E,ree Public Library, .. . ... . ........................•.... .. .............. 
E'ree Public Library of the City of Trrnton , . . ... . ...............•...... . 

New Jersey State Libt·ar,\· ............. . .... ... ...• . • .. ......•....... . . 
State Normal and Model School!' Librnr,\·, ....... .. ......... . . . •......... 
Y. M . C. A. Library, . . . . . . ....... . . .. . ..... . . . .. ....... .. ... . 
'\\r. C. '.r. U. I1ibrar.\·,. . ........ . .....•.. . ... . . .. · · · · · · · · · • · • · · · · · 
'J,nckerton Library, . . . . ..... . . . . . .... . . . ......•...... . .•......... . .... 

Verona Public Library , . ...... .. ..•. . .. ..• . ......... . ...... .. •... . ... 
Vinf'entO\Yn Pnb1ic Lihrnr.r , .. ........ . ...... . .•.... . .. . ........... . ..... 
Vineland Free Public Librnr.r, .... . . . . . .. • ...... . ....... . . . .......... . .. 
r•ublic r.ibrary. . . .......... . ...... . ..•..... .. ...... . ...... . . . . . . . . .. 
];""ree Public Library, . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ .. ........ . . . .......... . .. . 

Free Public Library. . .... . ............. . ........... . ................ . .. . 
Roberts Memorial Librar.r , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •........ .. .... 
Woo<lbine Librar)·, ....... .. ..... . .... . . .. ............ . . ... • .... . ....... 
Baron de Hirsch Agricultural alHl Industrial School , ..........•... .. ..... 
Barron Library, . . ....... . ........... .. .................. . ....... . .. . .. . 

E. Ilazel Mulligan, ..........•... .. . 
Emma T..~. Adams, ..... . 
Alice Havens, ....... . ............. . 
E. C. Richardson. . . .. ............. . 
l\lrs. Hodge, Mrs. Owens, .:\liss ~tockton, 

'\\'. S. Davison, ....... . ........ . ... . 
············· ······················· .Joseph H. Dulles, .......•...•...... 
..................... ..... ....... . .. 
H. C. Con ally, ..................... . 

Mrs. Aaron Dean, .... • .. . .......... 
Elizabeth Cooper, .......... . ...... . 
Lillian Higgins, . . .... . ....•.•...... 
Helen D. Buck, ........ . ....... . .. . 
Elizabeth B. Campbell , ............ . 

L. Mounter, ...... . .... . .... . ...•... 
Henrietta Walcott, ..... . . . .... . . . . . 
M. H. Stratton, . . ........... . ..... . 
Mrs. A. V. Jennings, ...... . ....•. . . 

Miss R. M. Anderson, ..... . .. • . .... 
Leslie Freeman, ........... .. . ..... . 
Willard L. Slluman , ....... .. .• . .... 
Louise R. :Morris, ..............•... 
Elizabeth Paine, . . ....... . ........ . 

Charles E. Willson, .....•. . ....•... 
Amelia Haring, . ........... .. ..... . 
~Irs. J..~ . C. Cowdrick, .. . ........ • . . . 
Ida F. ltogers, .......... .. . . . . .... . 
Adam J. Strohm, ....... . .. .. ...... . 

H. C. Buchanan, ........ • .......... 
:\fnrtba F. Nelson, . .. .... • .... . ..... 
F. P . Lamphear, .... . ....... . ..... . 

Eliza Stewart, . . ........ .. . . .. .. .. . 

Mrs. H. V\' . Pitt Rich, ..... . . . ... . . . 
fl. S. Herbert, .......... . ......... . 
A. h Sykes, ...... . ............... . 
1\Irs. M. E. Cunningham, ... . . . . ... . 
~Irs. L. H. Parker, ............... . 

Charles Woolcock , .... . ........ • .... 
B. E. AdanlSOn , ...... . . .. . ..•...... 
J. VV . Pincus, .. . .. .. .......... . 

Anthony Schroeder, ..... ... ... . .... . 

Woodbury, . . ..... Deptford Institute Library . ..... . . . .... . ... . ...... . ...•................. F.llzabeth R Johnson, ....... . ..... . 
"~oodstown, ..... : Pilesgrove Library Association, ..... .. .. . .. . .......•......•.. . ........... Cora ' Yare, . . .......... .. .....•.... 
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Yes, .. ... . . ... Ye~ •.......... No, . .....• .. .. De,vey. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dewey. 
No, .. ......... Yes, . Yes, .....• . ... :2~~ :7~::: :~~~·~; ~:::: ... : •. " I :~:::::::::::: I::::: ........ . No,. . . . . . . . . . . .Y PS, . . • • • • • • • • '''{ es. . . . . . . . . . . Yes, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dewey_. 
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