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OFFICIAL SITE OF THE STATE OF NEW
JERSEY

Governor Murphy Signs Joint Resolution
Designating Lunar New Year in New Jersey

01/12/2024

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today signed a joint resolution AJR201/SJR111, designating the first new moon
of the first month of the lunar calendar as Lunar New Year in New Jersey. The date of Lunar New Year changes in
concurrence with the cycles of the moon. The holiday has been recognized and celebrated internationally for
thousands of years by Asians, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders to welcome good fortune in the new year.

“I am proud to sign this resolution today to designate the annual recognition of Lunar New Year here in New Jersey,’
said Governor Murphy. “New Jersey is home to the third-largest per capita population of Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders in the nation, which is why it is important to honor and embrace the rich traditions of our diverse
AAPI community. | especially look forward to joining this year's festivities alongside all who celebrate, as New
Jersey recognizes the Year of the Dragon with purpose, reflection, and renewal.”

Primary Sponsors of AJR201/SJR111 include Senators Richard Codey and Renee Burgess, and Assemblymembers
Ellen Park, John McKeon, and Raj Mukher;ji.

"Lunar New Year is an important holiday for many New Jerseyans, and it has been celebrated in various cultures for
thousands of years,” said former Governor Codey. “This resolution will recognize that holiday, and in doing so
recognize a part of the unique traditions and cultures that make up our state's diverse communities."

“Lunar New Year has been celebrated across the ages, all over the world, said Senator Burgess. The holiday
remains a festive celebration for many families in New Jersey, and is a culturally and historically significant tradition
for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. Commemorating Lunar New Year in New Jersey recognizes the
importance of this day for many New Jersey residents, and the value of those who celebrate the occasion in this
State.”

“Officially recognizing Lunar New Year as a state is more than just celebrating a holiday, it's embracing a culture and
it tells our AAPI neighbors that they are not only accepted, but welcomed and celebrated,” said Assemblywoman
Park. “The AAPI community is the fastest growing population in the state and a law like this, while seemingly small,
is an acknowledgment of their contribution to the fabric of our society. This is the America we should always fight to
be and | am so grateful to see this bill become law.”

“Recognizing the Lunar New Year in New Jersey affirms the cultural tapestry of our diverse population and provides
an opportunity for all New Jerseyans to celebrate a joyous occasion that has been celebrated for thousands of
years,” said Senator and former Assemblyman John McKeon.

"The Asian American community is grateful to Governor Murphy and our legislative champions, in particular
Assemblywoman Ellen Park, for passing the Lunar New Year resolution into law,” said Amber Reed, President,
AAPI New Jersey. “In just a few weeks, 400,000 Asian Americans from across the diaspora will ring in the Year of
the Dragon in New Jersey, and we are thrilled by the newfound pride that state-level recognition of Lunar New Year
will bring for our children and families. Resolutions like this one, and others like Kimchi Day, celebrate New Jersey’s
diversity, affirm our sense of belonging, and create opportunities to share our cultures in schools and with friends
and neighbors in our wider communities."

"As the founder of the Asian American Youth Council, | wholeheartedly commend Governor Phil Murphy and the New
Jersey legislature for their historic decision to designate the Lunar New Year as an annual celebration in our state,’
said Brian Jon, Founder of the Asian American Youth Council. “This significant move not only honors the
cultural heritage of the approximately 10 percent of New Jersey residents of Asian descent, but also proudly
showcases the state's commitment to embracing and celebrating the diversity of cultures within our community.
Recognizing Lunar New Year officially is a powerful affirmation of New Jersey's dedication to inclusivity and respect
for the rich tapestry of traditions that Asian Americans bring to the state’s cultural fabric. It's a momentous step
towards fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation of Asian American heritage among all communities. At
the Asian American Youth Council, we are elated by this recognition and reaffirm our commitment to promoting A
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"The Vietnamese American Community Association (NJVACA) is very happy and grateful to Governor Murphy and
our legislative champions, in particular Assemblywoman Ellen J. Park, for passing the annual Lunar New Year
resolution into law," said Tony Hoang Nguyen, NJVACA Chairman. "This recognition will bring pride and create
more opportunities for the Asian communities to share our traditions and cultures with others, embracing New
Jersey's diversity. May this bring us all good fortunes, great health, happiness, and prosperity."

"| feel so proud that New Jersey is one of the first states to officially recognize Lunar New Year and | am honored to
have advocated for this bill,” said Ziran Yuan, Student Advocate and Founder of NJ Lunar New Year Project,
NJLunarNewYear.org. “Through these past 12 months, | have met wonderful people | would never have known:
Chinese, Korean, Taiwanese-Americans and more. But beyond our community, what has surprised me is the
kindness of people who might have never celebrated Lunar New Year. Before this bill has even become law, it is
already bringing us closer together. It has shown me that New Jerseyans care for each other, and are willing to help
each other. And that's the significance of this bill. It ties us together, and shows us that we are a family."

Governor Phil Murphy

Home (/governor/)

Administration

Governor Phil Murphy
(/governor/admin/about)
Lt. Governor Tahesha

Way

(/governor/admin/It)

In memoriam of Lt.
Governor Sheila Y. Oliver
(/governor/admin/It-
sheila-y-oliver)

Senior Staff
(/governor/admin/staff)
Cabinet
(/governor/admin/cabinet)
Office of Climate Action
and the Green Economy
(/governor/climateaction/)
Office of Equity
(/governor/admin/equity/)
Office of Health Care
Affordability and

Transparency

Statewide
o ) NJ Home
Key Initiatives Social )
(//lwww.nj.gov)
Economy & Jobs Facebook Services A to Z

(/governor/initiatives/#Econortiytps://www.facebook.com/ g reARe/ R iBYIRIYBv/njgovialphaserv

Education Twitter

Departments/Agencies
(/governor/initiatives/#Educat(bttps://twitter.com/GovMurpi‘(y)www_ nj.gov/nj/govideptserv)

Environment Instagram

FAQs
(/governor/initiatives/#Enviror(htem)//www.instagram.com/qgmﬁ{}y&vﬁaqs/)

Health Snapchat Contact Us
(/governor/initiatives/#HeaIthXhttps://Www.snapchat.com/amy_@g\y)nj/feedback_html)
Law & Justice YouTube

Privacy Notice
(/governor/initiatives/#Justicehttps:/www.youtu be'°°m/njg(?ww.rﬁj?g&?l)njlprivacy.htmI)

Transportation Legal Statement &

Contact Us

(/governor/initiatives/#Transpcriation) Disclaimers

Scheduling Requests (//www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

(/governor/contact/scheduIingQ;cessibiIity Statement

Contact Us

News & Events

Press Releases (/lwww.nj.gov/njlaccessibility.html)
(/governor/news/news/56202¢ apmmadioetacidattive. shtml)

Photos

(https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy)

Public Addresses

(/governor/news/addresses)

Executive Orders

(/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html)

Administrative Orders

(/governor/admin/affordablehfa/adthcar%/ri dex.s

Boards, Commissions &
Authorities

(/governor/admin/bca)

Oveérn news/'gltcgpgpproved/ao_archive.shtmI)
Direct Appointments
(/governor/news/appointments)

Advice and Consent

Appointments


https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/equity/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/equity/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html

New Jersey Puerto Rico (/governor/news/acappointments)

Commission Statements on

(https://www.nj.gov/puertoricdagistaission/)

Internship Opportunities (/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)
(/governor/admin/internship.shAtimijnistration Reports

Governor's Fellows (/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)

Program Transition Reports

(/governor/admin/fellows)  (/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)
Governor's Residence - Press Kits

Drumthwacket (/governor/news/press)

(http://drumthwacket.org/)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2024

(//nj.gov/opra/) Office of Go:_ernor PC’)\I ch; gg;
renton,
609-292-6000

(https://my.state.nj.us/openam/Ul/Login) (https://tech.nj.gov/)


https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
http://drumthwacket.org/
http://drumthwacket.org/
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://tech.nj.gov/
https://tech.nj.gov/

