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REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE.

The Joint Committee of the Legislature on State Prison, re-
spectfully report : ‘

That we have visited the institution, in discharge of our official
duties, and examined the dupervisor’s account of the expendi-
tures for the year ending October 31st, 1876, as well as the
vouchers thereof, and find them to agree.

The whole amount of expenditures during the year, including
salaries, provisions, clothing, &c., amount to $106,000; receipts
for the same time, $30,900; permanent improvements, not in-
clnded in the above statement, $16,000.

For an accurate and more detailed account, we refer you to
glle csi;refu]ly prepared statement of the Supervisor, Col. W. R.

urphy.

WE; lsxlave also inspected the prison buildings, including cells,
work-shops, bake-room, wash-house, &c., and find the institution
carefully conducted. . A faithful observance of every thing that
is essential to good order and successful administration being
everywhere apparent, so far, at least, as the present insufficient
prison accommodations will admit of. The discipline is rigid,
but not unkind, ordinary wants are well cared for; cleanliness,
thereby promoting purity of atmosphere, is especially noticeable
throughout all the departments. Reformatory measures are by
no means overlooked, all of which reflect much credit upon the
present Keeper, General Gershom Mott.

In the well-arranged work-shops provision is made for the
employment of a large number of the convicts, itself a reform-
atory measure of great value.

The repairs to the institution have been made in a creditable
manner; these improvements, together with the cleanliness
observable throughout, and especially the vigilance and pro-
fessional skill of the physician, Dr. W. W, L. Philips, have
tended largely to the promotion of a good sanitary condition,
which has prevailed during the year.

Reference was made in last year’s report to the crowded con-
dition of the convicts, incident upon the constantly increasing
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number of commitments, until, at the present time, an absolute
necessity arises for immediate action by the Legislature for an
enlargement of the institution, to meet the wants of its present
overcrowded condition. On the 81st of October there were 829-
convicts confined in 515 cells, many of which were occupied by
two, and others by three prisoners. This condition cannot
long exist without great inconvenience in the management, and
positive injury to the welfare and safety of the inmates.

Your committee were unanimous in suggesting to the Legis-
lature that in the contemplated improvements, especial attention
should be given to separating the young convicts, and those
placed there for minor offences, from old criminals and those
incarcerated for more grave offences, thereby preventing a com-
panionship that is at once undesirable and likely to be produc-
tive of injury to the moral nature of those, who might yet,
under proper influences, be induced to repent of their past
misdeeds, and giving promise of a better future, become in time
useful citizens, in life respected and in death filling an honored

rave.
s In conclusion, it is worthy of notice that the labors of the
committee were greatly lessened by the systematic manner in
which the accounts were presented by the present clerk, Robert
B. Bonny.

Respectfully submitted,

BARTON F. THORN,

JOHN HOPPER,

CHAS. 8. PLUMMER,
Commilttee of Senale.

OLIVER LUND,
R. L. HUTCHINSON,
A. 8. JACOBUS,
Committee of House.



SUPERVISOR'®S REPORT.

NEw JErsey StaTe PRIson,
October 31st, 1876.

To His Excellency, Joseph D. Bedle, Governor :

SurERVISOR'S OFFICE, }

Bir :—Herewith I respectfully forward my eighth annual
report as Supervisor of this prison, including balance sheet and
statements A, B, C and D.

That these may be more clearly understood, it is proper to say
that the act entitled ¢ An act for the government and regulation
of the State Prison,” approved April 21st, 1876, made an entire
change in the mode of paying the debts incurred for the main-
tenance of the conviets; and as the law took effect in the middle
of the fiscal year, it seemed the better plan to continue to charge
our several accounts with the supplies furnished, and give the
State credit for the payment of the bills audited by the Comp-
troller and paid by the Treasurer. In this way is shown the
whole cost of maintenance as well as the separate cost of
subsistence, fuel, clothing, &c. (See statement A.)

The income for the year is as follows:

From conviet labor, - - - - - - $30,724 13
Interest, - - - - - - - - 88 91
Live stock, - - - - - - - 106 63

$30,919 67

The cost of maintaining the convicts during the whole year
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amounts to $55,226.79. Of this sum, the State Treasurer has
paid, under the provisions of the act above referred to,
$27,432.01. The difference between these two sums ($27,794.78)
was paid out of the surplus earnings of last year remaining in
my hands st the date of last report, together with the current
earnings up to the time the law went into operation. s

Since June 1st, I have paid to the State Treasurer in cash
the sum of $34,206.61, being $6,774.60 more than the amount
paid by that officer for the current expenses of maintenance;
that is to say, after paying all the cost of supporting the convicts
during the year, there remained a surplus of $6,774.60, which
has passed into the treasury of the State.

By comparing the debit side of profit and loss account on the
balance sheet with statement A, a difference will be discovered
of $11,172.66. This amount was expended for improvements
and repairs on the buildings, and forms no part of the ordinary
expenses of the prison.

In my last annual report, a statement was made relative to the
relinquishment by Messrs. Bigelow & Howe of their contract for
the employment of convicts. This took effect on the 25th day
of May, 1875, leaving only thirty-six convicts at work. These
were employed by Messrs 71itus & Scudder, who had, on the 2d
day of June of the year last mentioned, given notice that they
-abandoned their contract. This left us with six hundred idle
men, and no prospect of employment for any part of ther.

’
NEW CONTRACTS.

On the 30th of November last, a contract was made with
Messrs. T. D. Philips & Co., of Philadelphia, for the employment
of one hundred and fifty convicts, at the price of fifty cents per
day. This contract terminates on the 80th, prox. The terms of
a new contract with the same firm have been agreed upon for
the employment of two hundred and twenty-five convicts, at the
price above mentioned. This contract is to continue one year,
and will take effect at the end of the expiring one.

On the 1st day of June of the present year, another contract
was made with Messrs. T. P. & 8. 5. Smith, a Philadelphia firm,
for the labor of seventy-five convicts, at the price of fifty cents
per day; and on the 21st day of September, a supplemental
agreement was made to the last mentioned contract, increasin
the number of convicts to be employed to one hundre
and twenty-five. This contract and the supplement will term-
inate on the 1st day of June, 1878. There are, therefore, three
hundred and fifty convicts employed under contracts, and a
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reasonable prospect that this number will be mcreased within .
the next two or three months.

It is believed that the earnings during the coming year will be
sufficient to defray all the current expenses, without making any
material draft upon the State treasury.

Respectfully submitted,
W. R. MURPHY, Supervisor.
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STATEMENT A.

QAINS. LOSSES.
Convict labor, - $30,724 18 | Subsistence, - - $31,307 42
Interest, - - 88 91 | Fuel, - - 7,027 90
Live stock, - 106 63 Olothmg, - 3,267 48

Loss, - - - 24,307 12 | Clothing, dlscharged
convicts, - 2,147 55
Furniture, - - 850 38
Bedding, - - 1,154 90
Tobacco, - - 1,894 88
Hospital, - - 2,897 37
Statxonery, - 375 28

Stationery, for

convicts, - 61 16
Forage, - - 777 98
Water, - - 806 50
Light, - - 2,062 70

Carting, freight and
expenses, - 20 78
Chair seats, - - 25 00
Miscellaneous, - 1,049 61
$65,226 79 $55,226 79
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STATEMENT B.

Showing the Earnings, Expenses, Losses and Gains from No-
vember, 1265, to the close of the present fiscal year; compiled
from official reports.

REPORTS. EARNINGS. EXPENSES. LOSSES. GAINS.

1866, Nov. 30. | $26,172 T8/ §77,156 59| $50,983 81|
Rt ¢ 31,733 42! 87,839 32 56,105 90
[REBET v ¢ i 39,392 38| 95,369 68 55,977 301
1869, to Mar.31. 6,777 52| 67,852 20 61,074 68
1869, to Dec. 31. 42,356 13/ 49,317 89, 6,961 76'

1870, Oct. 31. | 58,381 76| 61,742 51 38,410 75
1871, « « . 100,728 27| 60,113 87 $40,609 80
1872, « « | 80.892 99| 52414 52 28,478 T4
1878, « <« | 90,386 56/ 62,353 18| 28,033 28
1874, « « 104,041 98 58,807 05 45,334 93
1875 « « 81596 80| 57,941 69 23,654 61

1876, « « | 30,724 13| 55226 79| 24,807 12|
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STATEMENT C.

Showing the aggregate cost and expenses of the prison during-
the year ending October 31st, 1876, and the several items thereof.

Maintenance of convicts, - - - - - $55,226 79
Amount given to discharged convicts, - - 1,137 00
Rewards and expenses to recover escaped convicts, 244 18
Improvements and repairs on buildings, . - - 16,884 15
Salaries, - - - - - - - - 49,471 88

— e — r——

$122,963 90




STATEMENT D.

Showing the number of convicts, cost of maintenance, and earnings during each year, from the begin-

ing of the fiscal year 1865, to the close of the fiscal year 1876.
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BALANCE SHEET, NO. 8.

New Jersey State Prison, from October 31, 1875, to October 31, 1876.

i
r
TRIAL BALANCE. PROFIT AND LOSS. STOCK. REAL.
INVEN-
LEDGER TITLES. TORY.
! !
.13 CR. DR. CR. DR. cB. DR. S AUR?

SR e SRR S TR o RUDIBHL B8] o snses s A e vyl Koo (o IR IRGIEPR e st
Interest e e o g g i R e e e S R e e o 1 G SRR e ot i st o e R e
Subsistence .......... $336865 29 : PR BT RGO A ) R & WA A el ekt e L ERA i
el . 8160 65.... L7 87 et /0 RS ) R ] PR < U St 1 T e
ORI e Bl 13853 18|.... G B s | e e e SR 10385 70.....cceuevenes
Discharged convicts' clothing....| 2629 70].... Z L P e e e e R R o i o 482 15
I T Yo et s e oo 11208 83.... 10358 45 CIET BRI R A Aeare ey . 10358 45
B D 406 10/.... 3051 20 1164 90 RERRTEE ...] 3051 20
iidBdeCais s e L N L 1963 28 GaIA0E SR MRE et T e e 68 40
Conviet labor.... SRR e A B O SO s e
Bills receivable . I e 1123 14
Chair seats........ b 25 00|... 226 00
VTR o S A SR R S R e
StateloNaw: Yersey’.. 100 000 P BISI 2L L 81319 21
Bl e e 2397 37 500 00)...
Permanent improvements......... D B I oo s e b P Bk P TR o s e
T o R L g BB L R L s S T e
SEAtIoneRyE v so i 375 28 41 18

4
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BALANCE SHEET—Continued.

Convicts’ stationery.......c.cu.oene. O 40 05 61 16 s (T R
TN e R e o 2088F0R o 626 08 2062 70 826:.08|...... Rt
Forage............ S4BREAL... .outins 87 60 77 93 s GO S A
Live stock bt AR e e 10 ] e RIS Q0N e
Carting, freight and expenses.... 20 73|... Alicrbli M et et i s St e it R el
Maseallahoons ......oc...oovcnnvennns 1049 61 MO AE | i s e AR e SR
T. D. Phillips & Co....... e Pl 2] e il R i R e 2810 75!....... et
RS BoE Smathy T G et N R 103300 crmen
Accounts receivable................. o B R O e S S P | 67 920 b e e
$183404 27 Pt e

iiatataelforinet lors; o B R R e i e 35479 78] 85479 78|..cceereeennnn.

$66399 45| $6399 45/...........oo..oerererrrerrr

INBfICRpItRl e T R D T OO P £k AL ot Ec i GBI e

$152591 23/$162591 23
FARNNI Ry e R i it R e R e i R S S BRI B e e $117111 45
Net capital, 88 per st0CK.......veeeerreeririnerereiorennes A e TS C e v e g e P i e Lons $117111 45/$117111 45
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INSPECTORS’ REPORT.

InspecTors’ RooM, NEw JERSEY STATE PRISON,
November, 1st, 1876.

To His Ezxcellency, Joseph D. Bédle, Governor of New Jersey :

S1r—The Board of Inspectors of the State Prison respectfully
present the following report of the institution, for the fiscal year
ending October 31st, 1876: .

Owing to the continued depression in every branch of busi-
ness this institution has suffered in common with every other,
and has, consequently, but a poor and unsatisfactory report to
make of its operations for the past year.

All due diligence has been exercised by the Supervisor to
. prevent this condition of affairs, but, unfortunately, his efforts
for a time proved futile.

During the present season, however, new contracts have been
entered into, which give promise, if not of profitable, at least of
living, employment for the convicts.

On the 30th of November, 1875, a contract was made for one
year with Messrs. T. & D. Philips, of Philadelphia, for the em-
ployment of 150 men, at fifty cents per diem. Previous to its
expiration a new contract was consummated with same firm,
for 225 men on same terms.

A similar contract was also effected for 75 men, with Messrs.
T. P. & 8. 8. Smith & Co., of Philadelphia, and subsequently an
additional contract for 50 more, making in all 125 men, at same
rate.

So that altogether there are now 350 of the prison inmates
profitably employed. These, with prospective offers for the
employment of still more men, lead us to hope that we have
seen the worst, and that, henceforth, the prison will cease to be
much of a burden upon the State Treasury.
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Thé total amount of moneys authorized to be
drawn for all purposes, including salaries of
Supervisors, Keeper and Inspectors, is, .- - $122,963 90

Apportioned as follows :

Maintenance, - - - - - - - $55,226 79
Amount paid discharged convicts, - - - 1,137 00
Rewards, - - - - - - - - 244 138
Improvements and repairs, - - - - 16,884 15
Salaries, - - - - - - - - 49,471 83

Total, - - - - - - - - $122,963 90
Receipts from labor of convicts, &c., - - - 80,919 67
Leaving net loss to State of, - - - - $92,044 23

The steady and continuous increase in the number of pris-
oners, and the want of proper accommodation for them, compels
us again to call your Excellency’s attention to this subject, and
to request you to urge upon the Legislature the necessity of
making immediate provision for this pressing need. There are
but 515 available cells in the prison, and there are confined
therein at the present time 829 prisoners, the average for the
past year being 766, against 656 for the preceding year, a gain
of 110 on the average. Should this same ratio of increase con-
tinue during the present year, it will be impossible for the
Keeper to provide room for their safe and proper confinement.

Another matter to which we beg to call your attention, is the
necessity of providing suitable accommodations within the walls
of the prison for the proper treatment of lunatic conviets. It
has been suggested in previous reports that by taking the
apartments now occupied by the Keeper’s family, and fitting them
up appropriately, this want would be at once met. This, of
course, would necessitate the erection of a dwelling for the
Keeper, which could be conveniently located directly opposite
the prison, an arrangement which would, in many respects, be
a great improvement upon the present one.

he want of legal authority to purchase real estate has
prevented the officers of the institution from securing the
necessary land for the decent interment of those unfortunates
who happen to die during their term of imprisonment. The
plot (75 feet by 75 feet) now used within the enclosure for this
purpose is filled to repletion, and no further burials can be
made there without disturbing the remains of those already
interred. A suitable piece of grouud just outside the city,
comprising about two acres, has been offered at a reasonable
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price, and we respectfully ask for authority to purchase the
same.

Few or no complaints have been made by the prisoners to
the Inspectors of ill-treatment or insufficient food—gratifying
evidence of the skillful management and good discipline of the
Keeper, Gen. Mott, to whom we cheerfully accord the credit of
having governed the institution, during his incumbency, with
prudence and economy.

The health of the prisoners, as shown by the report of the
prison physician, Dr. W. W. L. Phillips, has been uniformly
good, there having been but twenty deaths during the year, and
those mostly of a constitutional character. No contagious or
infectious disease has prevailed. ;

To Col. Murphy, the Supervisor, we are under many obliga-
tions for his cordial co-operation with us in the performance of
our duties, and congratulate him upon his marked success in
administering the affairs of his department.

To Mr. R. B. Bonney, also, the efficient clerk of the prison,
we are under many obligations for favors and attentions, and
highly commend his careful and accurate method of keeping the
accounts of the prison.

Respectfully submitted,

A. L. RUNYON,

S. M. LIPPINCOTT,
HENRY L. BUTLER,
THEOD. HORN,
GEO. M. WRIGHT.
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TABLE A.

.
1875. 1876.
1] L .
QCCUPATION, NAME. g H . 5 } Total,
S g & g
2 @ B &
5 § s Q
-3 el
= =} - =
Keeper.. .[Chas. Wilson ...... $333 33| $333 33| $333 33
atron.. .| VMrs, Chas, Wilson. 100 00) 100 00| 10D DO;
Asgsistant Matron . . |Mrs. A, Wilson, 75000 75000 7500
Night‘ ‘Watch" .|Ruth Barrow.. 40 00} 40 00} 46 00j.
Qlerk.. 125 00| 125 00| 125 00
Physici 100 00 100 00| 100 00
Moral Instructo 83 33/ 8333 8333
Door K 80 00| 80 00 80 00
Centre.. 100 09 100 00! 100 00
Marsha 100 00| 100 00 100 00
Engineer 100 00/ 100 00] 100 00
Cook Hous! 100 00| 160 00| 100 00
Deputy. 80 00 80 00| 80 00 80 00
« 80 00| 80 00 80 00| . 80 00/..
i 80 00] 8000/ 8000 8000 8000,
y 80 00} 80 00/ 80 00/ 8000 80 00,
) 80 00| 80 00| &0 00{ 80 00| 80 00|.
of 80 0h] 80 00 8000/ 8000 8000|,
o 8000 8000 8000 8 00 80 00
a5 80 00| 80D OO 80 00 80 00| 80 00
58 80 00/ 80 00| 80 00| -80 OOf 80 00
b 80 00) 74 84 RO 0p| 80 00| 80 00
¥ 80 a0l 80 00 80 00] 80 00/ 80 On
b 80 00F 74 84) 800D 80 00 80 00
0 80 0nl 74 84/ 80 00| 80 00! 80 00
s 80 001 80 0K 80 DO| 30 00| 8D 00
. 80 0nf 80 00/ 80 00| 80 00| 80 00
4¢ 80 0nf 80 00l 80 00{ 80 00) 80 00
= 80 00| 8000 8000 80 00| 80 00
o 80 001 80 00| 80 00/ 80 0O/ 80 00
48 80 00| 80 00} 80 00| 80 00| 80 00
. 8N anj 80 00{ 80 ND{ 80 00; 80 00
e 80 00| 80 00 80 00f 80 00/ 80 00)
3 80 00| 8000 80 00f 80 00| 80 00
e 80 00! 80 0D} 80 00| 80 00| 80 00
% 80 00| 80 00f 8000 8000/ 8000
£ 80 00; 800N 80 00| 8000 80 00
X 80 06| 8000 8000 8000/ 80 00
i 80 00 80 00) 800D 80 00| 80 00
o 1 4 80 00| 8000, 8000[ 8000 8000
Driver. Fisher, Jacob, 50000 5000 5000) 5000 50 00
183626 66183606 02 $3626 6683626 66/§3626 66 $18112 66
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1876.
3
OCCUPATION. NAME. l i [zt ing o | ot
2 g
e | 2 Rl
) ; ] 5 a = £ b
g S - = = = | < % & |
{Chas. Wilson $11t H‘ | Jesen i imave %
Mrs Lhas Wllsou 2l gmtaRta |
Mrs. E. Mott.. 66 67| $100 00 Smu 00 smo 00/ $100 00] $100 00! $100 00/..
Assistant Matron|Mrs. A. Wilson., 75 00 75 00 5 00 00| 75 00
Night Watch.......Susan Chawbers 24 00,
Ruth Barrow... 16 00/ 40 00, 40 00
..... Rob’t B. Bonney 125 00) 125 00| 125 00
JWm, W, L. Phl{lip‘i 100 00 100 00{ 100 00
Moral Instructnr‘ A. H. Warner. 83 33| 8333 8333
Door Keeper ........ Ahab Wilson... 00| 80 00; 80 00
Centre... AT !
50 00| 100 00| 100 00
Marslml 1L R
o .| 50 00[ 100 00/ 100 OG
Enginee: ..|Ephraim Kaufman..| 100 00| 100 00| 100 00
Cook House Supt Js.rvm Wanser .........| 50 00
A. K. Perry 90 00| 100 00| 100 00
.|Crane, J. W.. 32 G0] 80 00] 80 GG
Megronegle, I)a.uiel 45 33
Conover, F .| 8000 8000 8000
Conover, S. 45 33 g
Compton, 3200 8000 3000
Gole Thos. 45 33
3200, 8000 80 00
45 33
34 66 8000, 8000
80 00
80 00
80 00
80 00
............ 48 00 ;
Ce TR, PR NS (i B 2
........ (LN G
50 66 5
34 66/ 80 00; 8000/ 8000 8000 8000 8 v
50 66
B0 66].serrearinnnfeaveenninane ¥
50 66 il e Y
80 00 80 00 00| 80 00) 80 00, 80 00| 80 00
Madden, Thos. B 3200( 8000 8000 8000 8000 8000 8000
Miller, Charles.. 80 00] 80 00 80 00] 80 00y 8000 80 00| 30 00!,
Murphy, Geo. D. 32 00 8000 80 00| 80 00] 80 0¢f 80 00| .
Moulds, Thos. ... 80 00l 80 00| 80 00[ 80 00! 8000 8000 80 00!
3466) 8000i 80 60| 800G 80 0bi 80 00| S0 00
80 00) 80 00| 80 00f 8000} 80 00| 8000 8o M0
80 00/ 80 00( 800 S000! 8000 8000 80 00|
80 00| 80 00| 8C 00 8000 80 00| 80 00f 30 00|,
80 00 80 0u] 8000 8000, 8000 80 00] 8p 0.
80 00f 80 00] 8000 8000 8000 80 00| &0 00}
32000 8000 8000 8000 8) 00 8000 8p 00|,
29 34 80 O 80 001 80007 8000 800N 80 ),
32 000 B0 O B0 0D 80 00f 80 00f 80 OB 80 AN}
29 34| 800G 8OO0l 80 0Of 8000 Sp ool 80 0.
29 34) 8000/ 8000) 8000|8000 80 (0] 80 00
2934 800l 8000 8000 8000 80000 &0 00
Grover, John. 6933 8000/ 8300 800 80 00] 8000 80 00
Cornish, A, H. Rl e revets svssepereia] ivens AivatlCE 69 66
Kanfman, Jos 55000 5000l 55000 50000 5000 50 00| 50 00!
Fisher, Jacob 50 00 s00¢[ 50000 50000 50000 50000 50 00f.
.| Groves, George., 16 87
$3443 36/$3313 32)$3343 33/83309 79|$3313 33153343 33|83429 a6l $23556 33







STATISTIES.

Orrice oF NEw JERsEY STATE PRISoN,
TreNTON, November 1st, 1876.

76 the Honorable Board of Inspectors, New Jersey State Prison :

GeNTLEMEN :—Herewith please find statistical tables, compiled
from the records of this institution, for the year ending October
31st, 1876.

Very respectfully,

ROBERT B. BONNEY,
Clerk of Prison.

STATISTICS.

Number confined October 81st, 1875...............ce...... 684
Number received from that time to October 81st, 1876, 556

Escaped prisoners brought back.............................. 1
SRR Trom ASSINMELS .. ... URREEQOET DI 1
~—— 558
1242
There have been discharged, as follows:
By remittance of time, (act April 2d, 1869)............... 356
BN . ... ... R 22
L R T I T S 20
B BRI o R e 11
Fine remitted by Court of Pardons......................... 1
er of U, B, CommBioner...................icidiciiiic... 3
— 413

Number in confinement October 31st, 1876................ 829
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TERM OF SENTENCES.

It e e R L R 5
Forty L1y ROSCOU RO e 1
Tty R R e 1
SRR L R 2
Twenty W L e N 18
Seventeen R o B L e 7
Fifteen R e L 17
Fourteen b e e G 1
Thirteen iSRS R S 1
Twelve G0 Pt P R 4
Eleven e R 1
Ten L L Sl B 70
Nine R R 2
Eight B TR L S TR 16
Beven years and six months...................cocinL. 2
( SEBEAOE Jas o oA TR B AT T R 24
Six sEstand six nonths S0 1L O SRS S 3
[ e N Iy s o 20
Five st and Rix monthe. ot D SRR 1
LY SRR e 110
Four YRR nron iR At R 1
£ B8 e O SR 31
Three " eandisix smonths::. ... ............ SsEE (h. 5
i W e e SR N 110
Two SNt months.................. LSS 1
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KEEPER’S REPORT.

Keeper’s OFFICE, NEW JERSEY STATE PRrIsoN,
Trenton, October 31st, 1876.

To His Euxcellency, Joseph D. Bedle, Governor of New Jersey :

Sig :—1I have the honor to transmit you the following report
for the year ending October 81st, 1876.

Number of prisoners November 1st, 1875, was six hundred and
eighty-four (684); number received during the year five hundred
and fifty-eight (558); number discharged four hundred and thir-
teen (413); leaving at this time eight hundred and twenty-nine
(829). The daily average last year was six-hundred and fifty-six
(656); this year it has been seven hundred and sixty-six (766), an
average increase of one hundred and ten (110). The cost of main-
taining the convicts (including officers’ salaries), per capita during
the year, was one hundred and thirty-eight dollars and forty-nine
cents ($138.49); the preceding year it was one hundred and
seventy-three dollars and fifty-eight cents ($178.5%), showing a
saving of thirty-five dollars and nine cents ($35.09) per convict,
or twenty-six thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight dollars
and ninety-four cents ($26,878.94) on the whole number in
confinement.

Allow me to call your attention to the following statements :

First. The crowded state of the prison.

The number of cells available for the confinement of convicts
is five hundred and fifteen (515); of these twenty-seven (27) are
occupied by thirty-nine (89) female convicts ; this leaves four
hundred and eighty-eight (488) to hold seven hundred and ninety
(790) male convicts; three hundred and eight (308) of the four
hundred and eighty-eight (488) cells are capable of holding only
one in each ; then there remains but one hundred and eighty
(180) cells for four hundred and eighty-two (482) convicts; one
hundred and twenty-two (122) of these must contain three (8)
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convicts each, and the other fifty-eight (58) two (2) each. The
evil effects of confining so many criminals in one cell needs no
explanation or argument. The probabilities are that during the
next year the number of convicts will be at least one thousand
(1000). What is to be done with them is a problem for the
proper authorities to solve, and that without delay.

Second. The practice of sending young convicts here for slight
offences for the period of six (6) months, and confining them in
cells with old and bhardened criminals is to be deprecated, as
when their term of sentence expires they go out better posted,
and greater adepts in crime than when they arrived.

Third. The cook and wash houses.

These were built years ago, and although considered sufficient
at that time, are inadequate to our present wants. There is a
want of space in the rooms. The boilers in the cook house have
not sufficient. capacity, and the machinery in the wash house is
of old style, and not at all equal to the work required of it.

Fourth. The ventilation and sewerage.

Neither of these are sufficient, and the most of it ill-con-
structed. I have had five (5) ventilators put in since assuming
charge, yet these are still insuflicient to carry off the foul air
and gases which naturally accumulate where so many human
beings are packed into a small space. The present system of
sewerage is imperfect, and not at all adapted to the crowded
state of the prison, especially in the north and south halls and
the west wing, the latter having none at all, and still retain the
old system of using buckets.

Fifth. The present grave yard.

The plot of ground now used for the burying of deceased
convicts is but seventy-seven (77) feet, square, and has been in
use ever since this prison was built, and for how much longer I
- do not know. It has been buried in over and over again, so
that it is hardly possible to put a spade in the ground without
striking a coffin or human bones. There is a plot of ground,
which can be bought at a reasonable price, within a convenient
distance, easy of access, and outside of corporation limits. I
would urge the necessity of the proper authorities securing this
plot without delay, and having the remains of those now gepos-
ited in the present burying ground removed to it, not only as a
sanitary, but also as a humane measure.

For the financial, statistical, and sanitary state of the prison,
and the moral and religious condition of the convicts, I wonld
respectfully refer you to the reports of the Supervisor, Board of
Tunspectors, Physician, and Moral Instructor.

Respectfully submitted,
G. MOTT, Keeper.




MORAL INSTRUCTOR'S REPORT.

Srare Prison, Trenton, N. J., October 31, 1876.
To His Ezxcellency, Joseph D. Bedle, Governor :

Sir: In presenting this, my ninth annual report, I have
again to acknowledge my indebtedness to a kind and gracious
God, who has not only spared my life, but has also favored me
with health and strength, so that there has not been any sus-
pension or intermission in the discharge of the duties devolving
upon me. The usual services have been held in each of the
halls on every Sabbath during the year.

A spirit of enquiry has been awakened in the minds of a num-
ber of the convicts on religious subjects, growing out of the
instraction imparted by the Sabbath services. One young man
left the institution, during the past year, indulging the hope
that he had experienced the power of Divine Grace in the salva-
tion of his soul; and another has been awakened to a sense of
his guilt, and his inability to satisfy the justice of God on
account thereof. He has been and still is seeking pardon, plead-
ing the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ, but has not been
enabled to apprehend Christ as his Saviour, though I have
endeavored to present the All-sufficient Saviour to his view. His
‘prayer, and my prayer, is, and has been, that the Holy Spirit
may be his teacher and guide, and he be led to accept of Jesus
as his complete and entire Saviour.

I have endeavored to persuade many of the convicts, and in a
number of cases have succeeded, that it was a good thing for
‘them to have been sent to prison, for thereby they have been
stopped in their mad career of sin and folly, and have time for
reflection on the past, and to anticipate the future; adding, that
God may have mercy in store for them. Those who have had
religious instruction at home, acquiesce in the truth of this sen-
‘timent, acknowledging that no doubt it is for their good.



32 STATE PRISON REPORT.

I labor under great disadvantage in not having the prisoners
in sight, yet from incidents which have occurred, I am convinced
that a very considerable number of them listen to the preached
WOlid, and that word may yet result in the salvation of their
souls.

Some of the convicts are almost destitute of a sense of
religious obligation ; they have grown up without instruction—
gsome of them have never attended a Sabbath school, or been to
a place of worship. Truly, we have heathen in our very midst,
and they are not to be neglected, but cared for and prayed for.

The appropriation of five hundred dollars, made by the Legis-
lature at 1ts last session, for the benefit of the prison library, has
not yet been made available. It is much needed.

Religious tracts have been distributed among the inmates, as
also the ‘“American Messenger,” published by the American
Tract Society, and which is much appreciated by some of the
men.

In the discharge of my duties I have had the kind co-opera-
tion of the officers of the institution.

Respectfully submitted,
ALEXANDER H. WARNER,

Moral Instructor.




PHYSICIAN’S REPORT.

T the Board of Inspectors:

GENTLEMEN : The monthly veports which have been pre-
sented at your regular monthly meetings have furnished your
Board with the requisite information from the medical depart-
ment of the prison. In those reports you have received what-
ever recommendations have seemed necessary in reference to
the hygienic condition and management of the institution.

The crowded condition of the prison is well known. Addi-
tional provision for the safe keeping of the prisoners is impera-
tively necessary

The imperfection of the present system of sewerage is fully
apparent. No delay should be allowed in correcting its defects.

There have been {wenty deaths during the year: eighteenfrom
pulmonary consumption, eue from spinal caries, and one from
cirrhosis of the liver.

Eleven insane convicts were sent to the lunatic asylum. In
any enlargement of the prison which may take place, it will be
entirely feasible to arrange for the proper accommodation of the
insane. This can readily be done if the ground now belonging
" to the State, on the west side of the canal, should be all enclosed
within the prison walls.

Very respectfully,
 Your obedient servant,

WM. W. L PHILLIPS,

Physician.
October 31st, 1876.












