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ASSESSQI\ QV~CATIQN LAW 
Authority 

N;J.$.A. 54:1-35.34. 

· So~rce a114J :E(fw:ive ))ate · 
R,20()9 4215, ~#'ective J~ 2, .20.Q9. 

See: 41 N.J;R. 872(a),4l N.J •. R. 2713(b). 
·_··:.- .. ·. . 

Cb!tpte~l:xpiratio11 ~* .. 
~r4~~· witlt N,J.S.I\. 52:14B-5.1.c(.2); Cb.apter 17, Ass1;:ssi»" 

QuaJifipati® ~. expires on No\i~ber 29, 2016. · See: 48 N.J;R. 
135$(a). · 

. . 

· . •· Chapter Jnstorl~l N9te · . ' 
Chapter n, Asse~sor Qualific:ation Law;·~• ad(,pted l!lld eff'e~e 

prior to Sep~bej: t; 1969. ~uantto ~xtl(llltiv1:.0tder No~ 660?78), 
Chapter 17 was readopt~ effei;:tive Augus112, 1983, as R.1983 43$5 •. 
See: 15N.J.R. 1082(a), 15 NJ;R. 14{17(b). 

Pur~uant to ExepUtlve Qrder No. 66(1978), c~ 17 was ~ad<!pte(l 
as R.1988 d.408; e(fec:tive July 29, 1988, ~: io N.J.R. 1Q66(!t), 2() N,J.R; l9(a)> . . . . . . . . . . 

· . Pursuant to lixecutive Or<k:t. No. 66(1978), Chap~ i 7 expirc,ci 011 Jµly 
29, 1993. Chapter 17, ~iieS~Ol' QualiµQatioti: 4w; ~· adQpte4 as new 
rules by R.1993 d.4&1; i;ffective Qcto)ler. 4, 1~3; . , S~: · 25 N.J.R. 
2653(a), 2,5N,J.It 46040,). . • , . • ' , . . -
· J>Qrsuant to Executive Qrde, No. ~(1978), 9AAPter .lJ, As~essor 
Qualification Law, :vvas· rea4Qpted as R.\998, d.42J, effective July 21, 
1998. See: 30N.J.R, 1gi2(a); 3QN.J.lt 3Q66(b). · 

c~ 11, A$ses99r Qualitl~tm uW: WIiii. :~pted as R.2004 
463, effective 1$1.µ!lfY 12, 2004. See; 35 N.J:J.t 4847(a), 3.6 N.J.R. 1031(a). · · · · · · · · •.· 

Chapter 17, /¼$!'s8()r Qualifi!;!Jtion L!lw, was ~1!4opted'!l8 R-2()09 ·· 
d.215, effective June 2, 2009. S~i · S!>lmie l!nd Eff~ive I:>lite; 
. Ip !lCCOrdllll~ witliiN.J;S.A,., 57:t4B-5.lb, Chijpter 17, Assessor 

. QualificatiOJJ. lAw; WJIS· SQJ:iedu\ed tQ ei(J)ire 01,), Jlµi~ 2, ~OUi. See: 43 
N.J.R, 1203(a). .·. ·' . . .··• · '. : ' . 

CHAYq:R TAALEOF CQNTi&rs . · · 
. .·,.. . ' ··. 

SUBCHAPTER i, I;!XA~ATIPNS 

SUBCHAPTER ~- 'CERTre'ICATE 
18: 17-2.1 . Pfe~tlon ~f nx:Qr~; cottfi~tiality of tecords 
18: 17-2.2 · . R,evoc~on·or sµspen!!ion of i)eitjfic~~; n,otice 
18:17~2.3 ~ce<hue afbearmgs: . .·. . 
18: 17-2.4 Certificat~ neces~:for appolllµll.ent c,,r reappointtp.ent 
18:1%2., ·.· C:ertii;ic11te necc:iss11tYf'or j9in,t ~umci,pal tllx assesSQr 
18:17-2.6 thrQµgh18il7-2.8 '. (lles~~!l) ,·· . . : .· ... , .. · . 

SUBCHAPl'ER 3. ·coNTINUANQ: IN OFFICE 
18:17-3;1 Applicabiljty of subqlulpter · 
18: 17.3,2 . Gim.eral conditious for tCA\IN of 9ffi.ce 
18: 17-3.3 Actually peifonn,ing dutj,es of offi.ce construed 

18:17•3.4 As!l~SQrs to beapp9inteiJ.1,1otelecte4 . · 
18;17~3.5 Reamw~t# ofas11es,SQr tmJitnite!l tern;t 

·. i8:l7"3..<i, Certii;icate reIDJire!l f9r tel;!.~ ofoffice 
' . 

SUBCHAPTER 4. ASSESSOR OUTlES . 
18:17-4.f Adn)hustratlve iu:t4 l\illt'o.tc~ di.ities~d:procedures 

. ' 

SUBCJIAPl'ER 1. . EXAMll'JATIONS .. . .· . _,.' . -:· ' ... ·. :,;·.,. 

18:17 .. t.l E:s:iJn,bµJtions _for T~l Assessor Certifi~ate 
. ... · ' . ·. 

(a) Jµne 30, ~9<i9, all lippUc~ts for a. Ta,x Asses!lor 
Crificate :tnUijfU\ke ~d Pll.$,~ .~ exaµiination whicb. is giv~ 
EUmllaUy in ~ch an4 September· at. tiiµeii an.<J places art• 
n01µ1cec;I. by the Dir.ectQ:r.1 · · · 

(b) The ex@lina~fons fo(a TlPC Asseiisor Certifipate ~l 
· be eithey. wri~~ .· or oral, o:r. t/otli. and of sqcJ;t character as, to 

fairly t1?St and dt:tennm.~ th~ q'1a,lif;icatioµs, fimess apd,ability 
of the applicant to p,¢rfonn th~ miti¢s of mi assessor; ·· · 
· (c) The~~ation wili he.weighed.in the mant1er pfe'.- .· 

•· scribedbythe Director:, Divjsfon QfTaxatfon? . ·. · 
1 Prior to June::30, i969, certUicirtes <»uld be isilµed withou~ exl;Ul).i-

lU!tio,n pursuant to<N.J;$;/\. 54:H.5,28 wro.ch appiied to Pefll!>ns . 
forming the duties ~fan !!$sess(lr, slitisfacto,ily COlllpleted apprcwed 
trl!i,µing courses. Thi.s prQC(id~ ·.i!i · no. l~g~ aYllila'ble and IJl1 J?~l)S 

· lllust tiQ the examination deseiibed, · · · · · 
. 2 llerebulfter referred to il$ ''Pu:e~r'' · 

•·. ~tatu~~;de~ces 

As to the g~al P1Qvisiops CQP~ ·14e ex~1>n for it Tax 
Assessqr Certificate, sei; N;.J.$:A, 54:1"'3p!i. . 

; ' . ' ,·. 

J.8:17•1,2 AppliCJttio,n 
(~) AJl persons desiring to ·U\ke the ex~o-,.s µllJSt file . 

tm ~ppli~tio~ fonn AC~'l, :atlell!lt ~O '1ay!! prior to the art-: 
11ourictld date ofthe c,,'X~~qn: • · ·· · · · 

(b) ApplicatiQllS for a .t~. as~ssot certificate may be o~ 
tainect {l:oni Prpp~ Ad!llini1:1mµio11; ro B91t 2s1; Treµt~ . 
NJ 0869$.~025C Applicatioiis :niay al$9 be downloa4t,d from · 
the followbig Intemet website: hffi,:t/www.state.nj.us/tre~ · 
t@\tioivl~t4o~!ffx,k~- .: · · · · ·· · · · · · ' ·· 

· :As am~a,. R.197~ d.88, elfectiv~ 8; 1979. 
~ee: ll N.J;R. 10~a), 11 NJ.R. 210(Q). . . , 
~de4 byR.2()Q4 d,63, effe~ve Febru!ll'Y 17, 2()04. 
See: 35 N,J.R. 4847(a), 36 N,J~R. 1031(a). •..... . •.. _ •· 

In (11); inserted "forn:i AC~l" fqllowing "applicittiOJJ."; rewrote (b). · 
• •. .. ·· .. , •. . .• ' . •i;. . ' . 

13:17 .. 1.3 ll:µgibility pr~requ.isites ·: -· .. , ... ':. 

(a) To l>e eligible for the tflX ll!!SeSIIQr's ~Xl,UDlllation, a per.-
son m1,1st rnec,t the follo\Mllg reqQirem!mts. an~ subi,nit . proof · 
of the sam~ atthe time the .appUcation is file4: . . . 

1. Appllcant must be a ci~ of the Unittid Stat~; 

·New J.eney Slate Library 17-1 S1,1pp. 7!'5-16 
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2 .. Appli~t tnust be at ·least 21 years.of age; ( e) Requests for examinatfon reviews must be made witWn 
· · two. months of the daw which app~ on the notice of the 3. Applicant m\}st ~e. of good moraLcharacter, good . mailing of the exmnillation'result$.. . . . . . 

health, and· free from · 4isal,Iint physical and mental. de- . 
fects.; · · · · 

:. 4. ·· ApPUcant · must have · obtained a . c~ificate ot di- ·. 
plm,:ia issqed. 3i\er at least fow years of sµidy .· in an· ap-

. . . prov~ secon<µJcy sch~l •. or ·. have received. an aca.deinic 
. education con,sidered apd · a¢cepted by . tb,e ·. New Jersey 

. (f) E,~•tion, revjews.will b.e·conducted by a reptesen-: 
· tatNe · oti rq,resent8:tives of Property J\dri:tlnisiration~. No ~e . 
ot)ler than representatives of the Division and the p~on fQl' 
whom. the· . review·. is . · being ··conducted (the ·unsuccessful . 
e~e~ )sQall 'be present atthe examination review. · · · · · · 

Con;m:iissioner 9f Edu1:m,tion as fully equival~t; . . · (g) The examit,tatlon review will consist of: ·. 
· ~L ·. Applicant musf .have· ~uated from· a folll' year . · · 

course at a college •· Qf re99gniud standing,. provid¢d, 
however, in lieu of college an applicant may substitutt: fi,tll- · 

, tune experience; in re!il e~tate appraisal work or experience 

. 1. Infonwng tJie applicant ofhis ~e and an ~lana;, 
tion of hQw the grade i1,1 calCl,llated. · · · · 
· 2. Informing the ~ppli~ant of the grade required for ·. 

in propertytax asses!lllletit work on a year;.for~year basis. 
~eniltid by R,2()04 (163, ~~ecµve Fel>~ 17, 2004, •· 
$~: 351-U,R. 4847.(l\), ~6 NJ.R, lO~l(a). · . 
· · I!;l ( a); 11111;,sti,~taj Wf cf for "In !)1,'Cler to" . in the intrQductory para-
~apl). .· . . . . . 

. StatutoryReferfflc~ 
At. tc> f\)ligfbUity ~en~. ~ee Nd.S.A. 5~:Pl5,Z5 •. 

. . . .• ·. ·. . . . . •, .- ·._·:_:<·< ., 

18;17-1.4 AppU~•ti~-1 notaarization; fees 
· (~) J\11 ;pplication will 11Qt;•be consideretl unless it is .· 
signed. by the applicant, pot~ and ac,compaµied by a fee 
i,n the· an1,oµnt or $10,00 QJ,ade·j>ayable to ."The State Treas-,n:er'. . . . .. .. . . 

. (b) A success{W applicant is ~uited to pay · a fee o( 
.. $25;00 to the or4et of 1he State 'f.te.a.surer in order t~ obtain a Tax A.$sessor Certificate. . . . 

. . $ti,tu.tory Ref!.il,'4!Qces .. 
· As to Ute required appliQatjc,n fee, Sf\leN;J.S.A, 54:1-35,25. 

As to ~d ~911~ (ee, 11ee N,J.s.A. 54:~~35.l(;. 

.18:17~1.~ B,eview of e;x:a01inatJ9n procedure$ 
(a) . The avajlability of exaiwnation, reviews wid • instruc-

tiQll.s for requesdng a review are to be ~ounced l:>y proctors 
at examination centers before e~h ~iitation commences. 

"' •:.•.' - 'l, ._, .• ·, , •. • •· . •' • .' ' . .. 

. (b) Tobe sc}leduled for an examination review, utisuc-
. cessful ~aminees 1111,1,st ":write ;to the Divisjon C;>f Ta,xation, 
Property Adtni.msti:atioµ., P0:~9x 251, Trenfo.i_ NJ 08695;, 

·. 02S1, settw.g forth sev~ a1terttative dates ~4 rim.es which 
would be selected. IPld t)le exatnin.ee. will advi~ed of the 

· appoinpn~t date ~d time. ..·. " . . . <. . ; . . .· . · 
(c) Review Qf a pa,tticular ex:ainination will.· b~ granted· 

only to tbos«, who.were not.success@ bi passing s~ch exam-
jpation. ' 

•. (4) All ~Qn reviews Will · be conducted in . the 
· . offices of rrop~ A~strati,0t1 i,ri the Taxation Bµilding, 

50 Barr~k Street, Tl't}llt®, NJ 08695~0251. . . 

passage of the ~amination. . . . . 
3. Sp~ifying the categories whicb, the question!!! ~v.,. 

ered and .info~g tJie· applicant h9w he fated, qategory by 
c!ltegory. · ~estiQi1s are usually gro\lped i,n .each exalll" 
ination by categories. . .. 

. 4. Occ.asionally the revi~ may take up ~1 individual· 
. qµest;ion anq go over it specifically with the· applicant; This . practi~ however will be;1 li111ited.. . . 

(h) No applicant will be pennitted to copy any qtiestions Qt' 
,·. . -. . ' . ' . , 

answers, 
. . . 

(i) No applicaµt vyi.11 be pennitted tllore than one revi~ of 
a particular ~atn~t\tiOn. .. . 

R. 1973 d.60; effective March 2, 1973. 
See:. 5N.J.R. 59(a), 5l\TJ.R.126(a) .. ··. . . 
AmeJ?,ded by IU979 488, effective Miu-ch 8, 1979: 
See: 11 N.J;R:; 102(a); 11 NJ.R. 210(0). ·· 

· Amended ~yR,2Q04 d.63, effective February 17, 2004 . 
. See: 35 NJ,R, 4847(a); 36 N,J.,R. 1031(a); 

Ainende(l the .~ss tlirougb.om. · 

18:17-1,6 (Reserved) 

SUJ3CHAPTER 2. .CEllTlfICATE 
:'. . . . ' : ". ' 

18:11 .. 2.1 · Preservatio• ofre¢ords; ~011tidettiaUty of ··. ~eeord~ · ·• · · · 
. . . . . 

(a) The l)irector ~llpreserv~·the ~pplications, test·~ 
. and oth~ wor~ except such as is retµmed to th~ applica1,1t, 
a1,1d.keep a.record of.the·t!?sults of tll.e:~tions and the 

. · date of issuance of tax. a:ssessor•certifi~~es, for a period of 10 
.· yelll'S aft~ which sych records .~y·a{ ilie ~s~on of the 
. Dh'ect.or, be .destroyed .. All tax. ~sessor · certificates issued 
aft~ the effective date ()f P.L. 1999, c.278 (July l, 2000) will 
b.e dated l!nifomtly in or~ to ftWilitate th~ administration of 
assessor co11tinuing education requi,rein~ts as fqlfows: Janu-
ary 1 of the year following allSq,tember .exatninatiollS; and 
July l in the wue calen(la,r.year Jollowhlg all ~h exam-
inations. · · · · · · ' 
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ASSESSOR QUALIFICATION LAW 

1. The Director, Division of Taxation, under extraor-
dinary circutnstances, at his or her discretion, may issue a 
tax assessor certificate at any time. 

Amended by R.2004 d.63, effective February 17, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 4847(a), 36 N.J.R. 103l(a). 

Assign identifier and rewrote the section. 

Statutory References 

As to the requirements that the Director preserve all applications and 
records, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.27. 

18:17-2.2 Revocation or suspension of certificate; notice 

(a) The Director may revoke or,suspend any Tax Assessor 
Certificate for dishonest practices, or willful or intentional 
failure, neglect or refusal to comply with the New Jersey 
Constitution and the laws made putsuant thereto relating to 
the assessment and collection oftaxes, or other.good cause. 

(b) Such suspension or revocation must be upon proper 
notice and after a formal hearing before the Director or per-
son appointed by him. 

(c) All tax assessor certificates issued prior to July 1, 
2000, shall expire within five years of that date and shall be 
renewed in accordance with the procedure established in the 
Act and this section. Tax assessor certificates issued after July 
1, 2000 shall expire five years following the date of issuance 
of the certificate and shall be renewed in accordance with the 
procedure established in the Act and this section. 

1. Prior to the first renewal date of a tax assessor 
Certificate, every applicant shall, on a form prescribed by 
the Director, Division of Taxation, furnish proof of having 
earned a total of at least 50 continuing education credit 
hours over the prior five-year period. Breakdown of credit 
hours is as follows: 

i. Twenty credit· hours in property tax administra-
tion; 

ii. Twenty credit hours in teal property appraisal; 
and 

111. Ten hours in either property tax administration or 
real property appraisal. · 

2. Thereafter, prior to each succeeding renewal date, 
the applicant must furnish proof of having earned at least 
30 continuing education credit hours over the prior three-
year period. Breakdown of credit hours is as follows: 

i. Ten credit hours in property tax administration; 

ii. Ten credit hours in real property appraisal; and 

111. Ten credit houts in either property tax adminis-
tration ot real property appraisal. 

3. One continuing education credit hour means 50 min-
utes of classroom or lecture time. All tax assessor certifi-
cates shall be renewed upon application to and by the 
Director, Division of Taxation upon payment of the $50.00 
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fee paid to the order of the Treasurer of the State of New 
Jersey and verification that the applicant has met the nee~ 
essary continuing education requirements as provided in 
P.L. 1999, c.278. 

4. Failure to comply with requirements for corttinuing 
education pursuant to section 1 of P.L. 1999, c.278 
(N.J.S.A. 54:l-35.25b) shall cause the automatic revoca-
tion, without a hearing, of the tax assessor certificate. 
When holder of a tax assessor certificate has allowed the 
certificate to lapse by failing to renew the certificate; a new 
application and certificate shall be required; If application 
is made within six months of the expiration of the cer-
tificate, application may be made in the same manner as a 
renewal, but with an additional late renewal fee of $50.00. 

5; The six-month period referred to in (c)4 above shall 
be used for the submission of all necessary documentation 
only. No courses attended during such six;.month period 
will be credited to the prior continuing education cycle, 
except when an extension of time has been granted as set 
forth in (c)6 below. Additional continuing education credits 
earned beyond the required amount . during each cycle 
cannot be applied to the subsequent continuing education 
cycle. 

6. An applicant who is unable to complete the require~ 
mentS for continuing education within the time period 
allowed by statute shall, prior to the expiration of the six-
month period referred to in (c)4 above, submit an Appli-
cation for Extension of Time to Complete Assessor Con-
tinuing Education for the Director's consideration, and 
shall provide docutnentation supporting the application. 
Failure to submit the application prior to the expiration of 
the six;.month period referred to in (c)4 above shall result 
in the immediate denial of such application and immediate 
revocation of the certificate under (c)4 above. The Di;. 
rector, in his or her discretion and for good cause shown, 
may approve the application and extend the tiine in which 
the applicant may complete the requirements for eon.-
tinuing education. For purposes of this paragraph, in order 
to establish good cause the applicant must: 

i. Provide medical evidence, such as a doctor's 
certification; that the applicant was unable to attend the 
classes riecessafy to complete the requirements for 
continuing education within the time period allowed by 
statute; or 

ii. Show that circumstances beyond the applicant's 
corttrol prevented him or her from completing the re-
quirements for continuing education within the time 
period allowed by statute. 

( d) Any person whose certificate is revoked will be re-
moved from office and will not be eligible to hold that office 
for a period of five years after such removal. 

Amended by R.2004 d.63, effective February 17, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 4847(a), 36 N.J.R. 103l(a). 

Added a new ( c ); recodified existing ( c) as ( d). 

Supp. 2-19-13 



Amended by R.2008 d.41, effective March 3, 2008. 
See: 39 NJR 4558(a), 40 N.J.R. B73(a) .. ·. . . .. . . . . .. 

In (c)2jand(c)2ii, substituted "Ten" for "Twelve"; and in (c)2iii, 
substituted "Ten" for "Six". 
Amended by R.2013 d.021, effective February 19, '.2013. 
See: 44 N,J.R. 2553(a), 45 N.J.R. 359(a). 

In (c )5, .inse.rted ", except when an extension. of time has· been granted 
as set forth in (c)6 below''; and added (c)6. 

18:17 .. 2.3 · Procedure =-t hearings 
(a) At a formal hearing: 

1: All evidence Will be taken before a court recorder; 

1. the parties will . not be bound by common law or 
statutory rules of evidence; 

3. All testimony having reasonable probative value will 
be admitted,. but immaterial, irrelevant or unduly cµmula-
tive testimony may be. excluded; 

4 ... Every party will have the right to present his. case or 
defense by oral ordocumentaryevidence to submit rebuttal 
evidence and to conduct such cross~examination as may be 
required for full and true disclosure of the facts. 

(b) After all parties have been given the opportunity or 
presenting ail the eviden.ce in support of the .· issues, the 
Director will take the matter under advisement and reach a 
determinationdnthe record and facts disclosed. 

( c) Upon reaching adetermination~ the Director wiU notify 
the assessor or his. representative by mail of the determination 
made. 

18:17-2.4 ·. Certificate necessary for appointment or 
reappointment 

(a) After July 1, 1971; no person may be appointed or re-
appointed as a municipal tax assessor or .deputy. tax assessor 
in any municipality in this State, unless he or s.he holds a tax 
assessor certificate. However, if an assessor has served 
cot1tinUObsly in office from July 1, 1967, to the date of reap-

. pointment, such certificate will not be required. 

(b) Effective July 1, 1979, P.L. 1918; c.128 provides that a 
municipal tax assessor shall be appointed and not elected. 
Tenure .. rights previously acquired by elected municipal tax 
assessors prior toJuly l; 1979 are unaffected. 

Amended byR.1979 d.88, effective March 8, 1979. 
See: 11 N,J.R, 1<>2(a); 11 N.J,R; 210(c). 
Aniertded by R.20Q4 d.63, effective February 17, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 4847(a); 36 N.J.R, 103l(a), 

Rewrote (a); deleted (b); recodified (c) as (b). 

Statutory References 

. As to the requirement for aU tax assessors . to have . ~. Tax Assessor 
Certificate ih order to be appointed, reappointed or elected, see N.J.S.A. 
54:1-35.30 .. 

As to the requirement for all tax assessors to be appointed, see 
N.J.S.A. 40A:9-146 et seq. 

Supp. 2-19~ 13 
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18:17-2.5 Certificate necessary for joint municipal tax 
assessor 

· No person is eligible to hold the office of Joint Municipal 
Tax Assessor unless such person holds a Tax Assessor 
Certificate. · 

Statutory References 

As to a Tax Assessor Certificate being art eligibjlity requiterrient for 
the Office of Joint Municipal Tax Assessor, see N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.33, 

SUBCHAl>tER 3. CONTINUANCE IN OFFICE 

18:17'-3.l Applicability of subcbaptet 
the provisions of this subchapter apply to every person 

actually in office as an assessor or performing the duties of an 
assessor whether in the classified service urider Title l lA, 
Civil Service, or in a municipality which has not a,dopted 
title 11A, Civil Service. 

Amended by R.2004 d.63, effective February 17, 2004. 
See: 35 RJ;R, .4847(a), 36 ;N,J.R, 103l(a). • 

. Substituted "Title l lA''for "Title. tr•. 

Statutory References 

Asto the tax assessors appointed at the pleasure of ari authority, .see 
N.J.S.A. 54:1-35.31. . . 

18:17-3.2 Genetal conditions for tenure of office 
( a) Arty person has tenure and holds his or her position as 

municipal · tax assessor . during good behavior mid efficiency 
and compiiatice with requirements for continuing education, 
and is not subject to removal, except for good cause shoWn at 
a proper hearing before the Director, notwithstanding the fact 
that such person was appointed for a fixed term of years, if he 
or she: 

1. Holds a tax assessor certificate and serves four or 
more consecutive yeats as. a·. mtinidpal tax· assessor and · is 
teappointe~; or · 

1. While actually ·in office as an assessor or performing 
the duties•· of an assessor received his . certificate prior to 
Jw1e 30, 1969 and has served fa office four consecutive 
years prior to June 30, 1969. 

Amended byR.2004 d.63, effective February 17, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R.4847(a), 36 N.lR. 103 l(a). 

In (a) irts.erted "municipal" preceding ''tax assessor", "and coin• 
pliance With requirements for continuing education" p!eceding ''.and !~ 
not subject t~ removal", deleted "e.lect~d or'' preceding "appointed , 
neutralize gender in the introductory paragraph, inserted "municipal" 
preceding ''tax. assessor" in 1. . 
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ASSESSOR QUALIFICATION LAW 

18: 17-3.3 Actually performing duties of office construed 

{a) For purposes of the Act, a person is deemed "actually 
performing the duties of an assessor" who actually exercises 
the primary responsibility for the day-to-day conduct of the 
assessor's office and who normally and routinely performs or 
supervises others in the performance of all of the following 
functions: 

1, Makes appraisals of real property upon which as-
sessed values are based; 

2. Reviews and determines· applications for property 
tax exemptions and property tax deductions; 

3. Represents the assessing office to the public, the 
governing body and other municipal officials; 

J 
4. Represents the assessing office and the taxing dis-

trict to the respective county board of taxation; and 
personally and directly reports to and receives instruction 
from the county board of taxation; and 

5. Represents the assessing office and the taxing 
district at formal tax appeal hearings. 

Amended by R.2004 d.63, effective February 17, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 4847(a), 36 N.J.R. 1031(a). 

In (a), added reference to pro})erty in 1. 

18:17-3.4 Assessors to be appointed, no.t elected 

(a) Effective July 1, 1979, all municipal tax assessors shall 
hold office by virtue of appointment and not election. All 
municipal tax assessors holding office as of such date shall 
continue in office until their respective terms of office shall 
expire and until their successors are appointed in the manner 
provided by law. the tenure rights of assessors acquired prior 
to July 1, 1979 are protected. 

Amended by R.1979 d.88, effective March 8, 1979. 
See: 11 N.J.R..1Q2(a), 11 N.J.R. 210(c). 

18:17-3.5 Reappointment of assessor serving unlimited 
term 

In municipalities operating under · forms of government 
where the municipal tax assessor served at the pleasure of the 
appointing authority for an unlimited term of office, receipt of 
a tax assessor certificate and continuance in service as asses-
sor after completion of four consecutive years of service is 
deemed the .equivalent of reappointment. 
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Amended by R.2004 d.63, effective February 17, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 4847(a), 36 N.J.R. 1031(a). 

Inserted "municipal tax" preceding "assessor". 

18:17-4.1 

18:17-3.6 Certificate required for tenure of office 

(a) No assessor can acquire tenure of office under any law 
of this State on or after July 1, 1969 unless such person holds 
a tax assessor certificate. 

(b) the rule stated in subsection (a) of this section does not 
affect any tenure of office previously acquired, nor does it in 
any way affect the unexpired term of office of any municipal 
tax assessor previously appointed, nor make void or change 
any provision of Title l lA, Civil Service 'or any of the pro-
visions of any other tenure of office act, except the acquisi-
tion of tenure by an assessor subsequent to June 30, 1969. 

Amended by R.2004 d.63, effective February 17, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 4847(a), 36 N.J.R. 103 l(a). 

lrt (b), inserted "municipal tax'' preceding "assessor"; substituted 
''Title 1 lA" for ''Title II". 

SUBCHAPTER 4. ASSESSOR DUTIES 

18:17-4.1 Administrative and enforcement duties and 
procedures 

Not later than five business days following a written 
request from the municipal search official for the same, the 
assessor shall, on a form prescribed by the Director, notify the 
said mliilicipal tax search official of his intention to place, or 
the existence of, an added, omitted, rollback or other assess~ 
ment respecting subject property, setting forth the nature of 
the assessment and the exact lot and block designations of the 
property to be affected by such additional assessment. 

New Rule, R.1985 d.563, effective November 4, 1985. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1870(a), 17 N.J.R. 2679(a). 

Case Notes 
While municipal governing body has ultimate authority over litigation 

it files and is entitled to withdraw, without tax assessor consent, 
complaints which it files in Tax Court, such withdrawal not permitted irt 
instant case due to undisputed evidence of disturbing insensitivity on the 
part of the governing body to the integrity of the tax assessment system. 
Clinton Tp. Citizen's Committee, inc. v. Mayor and Council of Clinton 
Tp., 185 N.J.Super. 343,448 A.2d 526 (Law Div.1982). 

Supp. 2-19-13 


