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Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Signs First-in-
the-Nation Legislation to Hold
Gun Traffickers Criminally Liable
for Resulting Deaths and Injuries

New Initiative Continues the Murphy Administration’s Steadfast Commitment to
Combatting Gun Violence

TRENTON – Expanding on New Jersey’s nation-leading gun safety laws, Governor
Phil Murphy today signed S3150, which establishes strict liability criminal penalties
for gun traffickers when an illegally trafficked firearm provided by them is used in a
crime that results in serious or significant bodily injury or death.

Under the first-in-the-nation legislation, also known as the “Real Accountability for
Consequences of Unlawful Trafficking of Firearms Act,” a trafficked firearm used for
a crime resulting in a death may be charged with a first-degree crime. Similarly, a
person who commits a firearm trafficking violation resulting in serious or significant
bodily injury may be charged with a second-degree crime. The bill will also allow
New Jersey prosecutors to charge out-of-state traffickers, who have supplied
around 80% of guns used for crimes in our state, for the harms their illegal out-of-
state conduct causes in New Jersey.

The legislation is modeled on similar, longstanding laws that impose strict criminal
liability on drug dealers for overdose deaths caused by their illicit products.

"Far too many New Jerseyans live with the daily fear that people in their
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communities who cannot legally possess guns can illegally obtain firearms and
cause great harm,” said Governor Murphy. “This bill allows us to hold those who
illegally traffic those guns accountable for the harm that those weapons are used to
cause. With today’s new law, New Jersey will become the first state in the nation to
go after illegal gun traffickers in this way.  This is yet another historic step to protect
our children and families from gun violence, and we will continue to support long-
term solutions that will break the cycle of violence once and for all."

Today’s strong anti-trafficking bill builds on the Governor’s commonsense record of
gun reforms, which has positioned New Jersey as a leader in gun safety. Since the
beginning of the Murphy Administration, more than a dozen steps have been taken
to address gun violence in the state. In July 2022, Governor Murphy signed seven
comprehensive gun safety bills, his third significant gun safety package signing
since taking office in 2018.

In collaboration with the Office of the Attorney General, more actions have been
taken beyond the passing of legislation to address violence. Last week, it was
announced that $15 million would be made available through a competitive grant
process to support Community-Based Violence Intervention (CBVI) Programs
throughout the state. The program now stands at a $40 million investment in state
and federal funds since 2021. CBVI programs use interventions and protective
activities in communities and among populations associated with risk factors for
exposure to violence. Through this public health approach to interrupt cycles of
violence, and with a focus on reducing gun violence, CBVI initiatives include a range
of strategies: mentoring programs, street outreach, trauma support services, de-
escalation among high-risk individuals, targeted afterschool programs, job training,
and more.

The first prime sponsors of today’s bill, which passed unanimously through both
houses, include Senator Troy Singleton and Assemblywoman Linda Carter.
“Under the leadership of Governor Murphy and Attorney General Platkin, we are
strengthening New Jersey’s existing status as a national leader in combating gun
violence,” said First Assistant Attorney General Lyndsay V. Ruotolo. “The
legislation signed today will provide more tools for prosecutors and law
enforcement across the state to hold firearms traffickers accountable and make our
communities safer.”

“Approximately 80 percent of crime guns traced in New Jersey come from out of
state. We must continue to hold gun traffickers responsible for their role in
perpetuating gun violence,” said Senator Troy Singleton. “Increasing the penalties
of gun traffickers will aid in deterring and holding traffickers responsible for the risk
they pose to residents. This law will specifically target traffickers that pose a severe
threat to the safety of residents through illegal gun transfers and sales.”



“Those responsible for illegal firearm trafficking must be held accountable for the
consequences of their actions,” said Assemblywoman Linda Carter. “These
individuals are responsible for putting dangerous weapons in the hands of
wrongdoers, and they deserve to be held responsible when a life is lost due to their
unlawful actions. We will be able to impose stricter penalties on firearm traffickers
thanks to this law.”

“This bill is another victory for our citizens and public safety. I applaud the
Governor’s and Sponsor’s efforts to address the horrific consequences of how
easily criminals provide firearms to others who engage in acts of violence. This bill
will better secure communities such as Trenton throughout the state.  This law will
give our law enforcement officers the tools to cut off illegal supply lines and help
keep unregistered weapons off the streets and away from our neighborhoods,” said
Trenton Mayor Reed Gusciora.

“This law sends a clear message to those who would participate and/or profit from
the illegal distribution of firearms, that they can now be held accountable for the
injuries sustained and the lives lost due to gun violence,” said Trenton Police
Department Director Steve Wilson.

“I want to thank the Governor and the Legislature for passing such an important bill
for the safety of all New Jerseyans. It’s very important across our state that we
address guns that are sold illegally and taking the lives of our youth. The illegal
distribution of guns is destroying our communities and today’s bill signing is a step
towards holding illegal traffickers accountable for their actions,” said Pastor John
Taylor of Friendship Baptist Church.

“Today’s signing creates a strong deterrence for those who would bring illegal
firearms into the State of New Jersey from the South via I-95 and from our western
neighbors through other interstate roadways. Last year, 777 illegal guns were
recovered by Newark Police, representing a 26 percent increase over the previous
year. This new legislation is a crucial tool for more significantly holding accountable
those who traffic illegal guns across state lines and for progressively reducing the
number of senseless deaths and shootings that occur each year in New Jersey. I
am grateful to Governor Murphy and our legislators who have tightened the screws
on gun traffickers and made S3150 the law of the land,” said Ras J. Baraka, Mayor
of the City of Newark and President and Chair of the New Jersey Urban
Mayors Association.
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