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Gutenberg’s Printing Press 

 

First 50 Years of Printing 1450 - 1500 
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T. Livii : Livy, the Roman Historian 

Patavini : of Padua, Livy’s home town 

Latinae historiae : History of Rome  
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Printed in Basil, Switzerland, in 1535 

by Printing House founded by  

Johannes Froben 
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T LIVII 

Livy 

PATAVINI 

Padua 

LATINAE HISTORIAE 

History of Rome 

BASILEAE 

Basel 

M. D. XXXV 

1535 
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Martin Luther – Philip Melanchthon 
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17th & 18th Century Style 

• Lower case “s” that looks like an “f” 

• Initial capitals used much more than we do 

today:  for all nouns 

• Italics used for names of people and 

places 

• Unusual spellings 
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The Long, Medial or 

Descending “s” 

 

ſ or  ſ, italic ſ 
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ſinfulneſs 

ſinfulneſs 
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1655 27 
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Dutch retake New 

Netherland for a year, 

Aug. 1673 – Nov. 1674 

New Jersey divided into 

East and West, 1676 

1664 

1702 
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West New 

Jersey 

East New 

Jersey 

1676 Quintipartite Deed 
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Dutch retake New 

Netherland for a year, 

Aug. 1673 – Nov. 1674 

New Jersey divided into 

East and West, 1676 

Jerseys join the Territory 

and Dominion of New 

England, 1688 

1664 

1702 
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Impressio Librorum (Book Printing)—Late 16th Century 
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Stephen Daye Press. First printing 

press in America, brought to 

Cambridge from England in 1638. 

William Bradford introduced the first printing 

press into the middle colonies in 1685. 

William Bradford printed the first New 

Jersey government document in 1704. 
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1728 
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Governor of Virginia, 1671 

“Thank God! there are no free 

schools nor printing-presses, and I 

hope there will be none for a 

hundred years; for learning has 

brought disobedience, and heresy, 

and sects into the world, and 

printing has divulged these and 

other libels.” 
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Trial of John Peter Zenger 
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Governor Lewis Morris 
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Governor Lewis Morris, 1738 

“All the moral virtues seem to be 

comprised under the terms justice 

and honesty, and it is God only can 

make men so:  but it is the 

business of the legislature to make 

it dangerous for men to be 

otherwise.” 
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1742 
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1765 
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