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# An ACT puﬂy/a Traitors and difaffelted Perfons.

Pafled OQ. 4, 1776.

HEREAS in the prefent Time of Danger the Safety of the

People more efpecially requires, that all Perfons who are fo
wicked as to devife the Deftru&ion of good Government, or to aid or
aflift the Enemies of the State, fhall fuffer condign Punithment, AND
WHEREAS all Perfons abiding within this State, and deriving Protection
from the Laws thereof, do owe Allegiance to the Government of this
State, eftablifhed under the Authority of the People, and are to be deemed

'as Members thereof: And all Perfons pafling through, vifiting or

making a temporary Stay in this State, being entitled to the Prote¢tion
of the Law during fuch Paffage, Vifitation or temporary Stay, do owe,
during the fame Time, Allegiance to this Government,

Sect. 1. 'BE 17 ENACTED by the Council and General Affembly of this
State, and it is bereby Enacted by the Authority of the fame, That every
Perfon who is a Member of, or owes Allegiance to this Government, as
before defcribed, and who, from and after the Publication hereof, fhall
levy War againft this State, within the fame, or be adherent to the King
of Great-Britain, or others the Enemies of this State within the fame, or
to the Enemies of the United States of North-America, giving to him or
them Aid or Comfort, or by giving to him or them Advice or Intelli-
gence either by Letters, Meflages, Words, Signs or Tokens, or in any
Way whatfoever, or by procuring for, or furnithing to him or them any

'Kind of 1 Provifions or Warlike Stores, and thereof thall be provably

attainted of open Deed by People of his or her Condition, fhall be ad-
judged guilty of High Treafon, and be punifhed accordingly, faving
the § Corruption of Blood.

2. AND BE 1T ENACTED by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Per-
fon who is a Member of this State, or owes Allegiance to this Govern-
ment, as before defcribed, thall, from and after the Publication hereof,
by any Speech, Writing, open Deed, or A&, advifedly and wittingly,
maintain and defend the Authority, Jurifdition or Power of the King
or Parliament of Great-Britain, heretofore claimed or ufed within this
State, or fhall attribute any fuch Authority, Jurifdiction or Power to the
King or Parliament of Great-Britain, the Perfons {o offending, being
duly conviéled thereof, fhall be punifhed by Fine and Imprifonment at
the Difcretion of the Court, {o that the Fine exceed not Three Hundred

Pounds,

* See two Supplements to this A¢t, Chap. XXXVII and CCCXXVIIL See alfo Chap. XXXI and XLI.

1+ The Crime of fupplying the Enemy with Provifions, &e¢. and the Punifhment confequent there-
on, have been mitigated by fundry poftcrior Laws, which have from Time to Time been altered, and
amended—The Law now in Force on that Subjet may be feen Chap. CCCXVII,

§ By Corruption of Blood, according to the Englifh Law, is meant, that the inheritable Quality of
the Blood is extinguifhed and blotted out for-ever; fo that the Perfon attainted becomes not only in-
capable of inheriting Lands or other Hereditaments from his Anceftors, of retaining thofe he is already
pofiefied of, or of tranfmitting his own Property by Heirfhip, but alfo obftruéts the Defcent of Lands
or Tenements to his Pofterity even to the twentieth Generation in all Cafes where they are obliged
to derive their Title through him from any remote) Anceftor ; fo that his Sons can neither inherit to
him, nor tg any other Anceftor, at leaft on the Part of their attainted Father ; but his Lands and Te-
nements fhall efcheat to the Lord of the Fee, fubject to the King’s fuperior Right of Forfeiture.
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Pounds, nor the Imprifonment the Term of one Year, ' And if any fuch
Offender, after fuch ConviQion as aforefaid, fhall commit the faid Of-
fences, or any of them, in Manner and Form aforefaid, and be thereof
duly conviéted, he or fhe {hall be fet in the Pillory, and imprifoned for
any Term not exceeding one Year,

3. AxD BE 1T ENACTED by the duthority aforefaid, That any Perfon,
who fhall maliciouily and advifedly revile or {peak contemptuouily of
the Government of this State, or of the Honourable Congrefs of the
United States of America, or of the Meafures adopted by the faid Con-
~grefs, or by the Legiflature of this State, or who fhall malicioufly and
advifedly fay or do any Thing whatever, which will encourage Difaf-
fe&ion, or manifeftly tend to raife Tumults and Diforders in the State,

Punifhment
for reviling
the Governs
ment, &,

or who fhall malicioufly and advifedly fpread fuch falfe Rumours con-

cerning the dmerican Forces, or the Forces of the Enemy, as will tend
to alienate the Affe@ions of the People from the Government, or to ter-
rify or difcourage the good Subjecls of this State, or to difpofe them to
favour the Pretenfions of the Enemy ; every Perfon {o offending {hall
be punifhed with Fine and Imprff‘omnent in Manner aforefaid,
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4. Awp BE 1T ENACTED by the duthority aforefaid, That any two
Juftices of the Peace fhall, and they hereby are empowered and direted
to convene by Summons or Warrant, any Perfon whatf{oever, whom
they fhall fufpe@ to be dangerous or difaffecied to the prefent Govern-
ment, and to tender and adminifter to him the Oaths of Abjuration and

t Allegiance, fet forth in an A&, intitled, * dn A& for the Security of the
Government of New-Jerfey, pafled the nineteenth of Sepzember One Thou-
{and Seven Hundred and Seventy-fix. And if any Perfon, to whom the
faid Oath fhall be tendered, thall neglect or refufe ta take the fame, the
faid Juftices fhall bind him over with f{ufficient Sureties, to appear at the
next Court of General Quarter-Seffions of the Peace, and to be in the
mean-while of good Behaviour; and in Default of fufficient Sureties,
or on Refufal to be bound, the faid Juftices are hereby empowered and
direéted to commit fuch Offender to clofe Gaol, and certify the fame,
with the Caufe of Commitment, under their Hands and Seals, to the
next Court of General Quarter-Seflions of the Peace, w“here, if fuch Of-
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fender refufe to take the faid Oaths, he fhall continue bound to his good

Behaviour, or be fined or imprifoned, as the faid Court fhall deem
neceflary,

e, UL A NPT
An ACT for the Iigfpeﬁion of Gun-Powder,

Pafled O&. 4, 1776.

HIS A& is fingular in its Form, confifting of one Section com.

pofed of feven Paragraphs ; it appears by the fourth Paragraph
to have been paffed in Expeétation that Gun-Powder would be pretty
generally manufaétured through the State. In fome Counties con-
fiderable Quantities have accordingly been made ; but the Manufac.
ture mot being general, the Office of Infpeétor, and Pratice of Infpec-
tion, have fallen into Difufe, for which Reafon nothing appeared ne-
ceflary in this Compilation but the Title, ;
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