
4 ACTS PASSED I. INDE:pENDENCE, A. D. 1776. 
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C H A P. V. 

* An ACT to pun!Jh Traitors and difa.ffefled Pe_rfons. 

Paffed Ocl:. 4, 1776. 

W HE RE A S in the prefent Time of Danger the Safety of the 
People more efpecially requires, that all Perfons who are fo 

wicked as to devife the Defiruction of good Government, or to aid or 
affifi the Enemies of the State, fhall foffer condign Punifhment. AND 
WH ER EA s all Perfons abiding within this State, and deriving Protection 
from the Laws thereof, do owe Allegiance to the Government of this 
State, eilablifhed under the Authority of the People, and are to be deemed 

' as , Members thereof: And all Perfons palling through, vifiting or 
making a temporary Stay in this State, being entitled to the Protd:lion 

_of the Law during foch Paifage, Vifitation or temporary Stay, do_ owe, 
during the fame Time, Allegiance to this Government, 

Set'1. I. BE IT ENACTED by the Council and General A}Jembly of this 
State, rmd it is here~r Ena[fed by the Authority if the .fame,, That every 
Perfon who is a Member of, or owes Allegiance to this Government, as 
before defcribed, and who, from and after the Publication hereof, fhall 
levy War againff this State, within the fame, or be adherent to the King 
of Great-l}ritain, or others the Enemies of this State within the fame, or 
to the Enemies of the United States of North-America, giving to him or 
them Aid or Comfort, or by giving to him or them Advice or Intelli-
gence either by Letters, Meifages, Words, Signs or Tokens, or in any 
Way whatfoever, or by procuring for, or furnifhing to him or them any 

' Kind of -r Provifions or \Varlike Stores, and thereof fha!l be provably 
attainted of open Deed by People of his or her Condition, {hall be ad-
judged guilty of High Treafon, and be puniil1ed accordingly, faving 
the § Corruption ,of Blood. 

2. AND BE IT ENACTED by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Per-
fon who is a Member of this State, or owes Allegiance to this Govern-
ment, as before defcribed, fhall, from and after the Publication hereof, 
by any Speech, Writing, open Deed, or Act, advifedly and , wittingly, 
maintain and defend the Authority, J urifdiction or Power of the King 
or Parliament of Great-Britain, heretofore claimed or ufed within this 
State, or, ~all attribute any fuch Authority, Jurifdiction or Power to the 
King or Parliament of Great-Britain, the Perfons fo offending, being 
duly convicted thereof, fhall be punifhed by Fine and Imprifonment at 
the Difcretion of the Court, fo that the Fine exceed not Three Hundred 

Pounds, 

See two Supplements to this Act, Chap. XXXVII and CCCXXVIII, See alfo Chap. XXXI and XLI. 
} 

t The Crime of fupp]ying the Enemy with Provifions, 6c. and the Punifhment confequent there-
on, have bet:n mitigated by fundry poft~·rior Laws, which have from Time to Time been altered, and 
amtnJed-The Law nqw in Force on that Subject may be feen Chap. CCCXVIIs 

§ By Corruption of Blood, according to the Englifh Law, is meant, that the inhe'ritab1e Quality of 
the Blood; is extingllifhecJ. and b!ottcd out for-ever; fo that the Perfon attainted becomes not only in-
capable of inheriti_ng Lan~s ?r ot~er Hereditaments from ~is _Anceftors, of retaining thofe he is already 
poffeifed of, or ot tranfm,ttmg his own Property by He.1rflup, but alfo ob(b-ucts the Defcent of Lands 
or Te~emen~s to_ his Pofterity_ even to the twentieth Generation in all ~afes ,vhere they are obliged 
to denve thetr Title through him from any rc:mote1 Ancdl:or; fo that hts Sons can neither inherit to 
him, nor tQ any other Anceil:or, at leaft o'n the ,,Part of their attainted Father; but his Lands and Te-
nements !hall efcheat to the Lord of the Fee, fubject to the King's foperior Right of Forfeiture. · J Blackjlone paflim. 
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Pounds, nor the Im12rifonment the Term pf one Year. And if any fuch 
Offender, after fuch13onviclion as afarefaid, fhall commit the faid Of,, 
fences, or any of them, in :'.\llanner and Form aforefaid, and be thereof 
duly convitl:ed, he or fhe iM,il be fet in the Pillory, and irnprifone'd for 
a~y Term not exceeding one Year. . . 

s 

3 . A1rn BE IT EN!\CTED by the Ai1thority aforefaid, That any Perfon, Punifument 
who ihall maliciou£ly and advifoily r~vile or {peak contemptuoufly of ;~: r~~!~:~, 
,the··Government of this State, or ot the Honourable Congrefs of the !Jlent, ¢;r', 
United States of America, or ofone Meafures adopted by the fa.id Con~ 

-grefs, or by,;he .Legiflature of this §tate, or who {hall rnaliciouily and 
advifedly 0fay or do any Thing whatever, which will encourage Difaf, 
feclion, or manifeftly tencl to raife Tumults and Diforders in the State, 
ot who fhall mal~cioufly and advitedly fpread foch falfe Rumours con~ 
cerning the Amef.ican Forces, or the Forces of tl)e Enemy, as will tend 
to alienate the Affeclions of the People from the Government, or to ter~ 
rify or difcourage the good Subjecls of this State, or to diCpofr them to 
favour the Pretenfiops of the Enernft every Perfon fo offending ihall be puniilied. . • with Fi11e and Imp. r1fomrient in Manner afore(aid, . . J IS- / I J 

4. /\NP BE IT)lNACTED\ by the Juthority aforefaid, That any two 
Jufiices of the Peace fh,all, and they hereby are empowered and direcled 
to convene by Summons or Warrant, any Perfon whatfoever, whom 
they fhall fufpetl: to b~ dangerous or difaffetl:ed to the ptefent Govern. 

Two Juft!e~i . 
to tender th~ 
Oaths, 6 o. tq. 
fufpe<;ted fer• 
fons, 

· tnent, and to tender and ~dminifter to him the Oaths of Abjuration and 
\ Allegiarnce, fet forth in an Acl, intitled, * Arz Acl: for the Security ~f thr: 

Goverrnment ef New-Jerfey, pa!fed the nineteenth o(September One Thou-
fand Seven flundred ~nd Seventy-fix • . And if any Perfon, to whom the 
faid Oath fhall be &n'tlered, fhall negkcl: or re.fufe to tak.e the fame, the: 
faid J uftices fhall bind him over with fµfficient Sureties, to appe:,r at the 
next Court of General ~arter-Seilions of the Peace, and to be in the 
mean-whil7 of good Behaviour; and in Default of fu:fficient Sureties, 
or on Refufa1 to be b0und, the faid Jufiices are hereby empowered and 
diyecled to commit fucp ?ffencler, ro clofe (?aol, and certify the fame, 
with the Caufe of Commitment, under their Hands ,ancl Seals, to the 
next Court of Gene¥al ~arter-Seffions of the Peace, where, if fuch Of-
fender_ refufe to take the faid _Oat~s, he £hall conti?~e b,ound to his good · 
l3ehav1our, or be f).ned or 1mpnfqned1 ,a~ ·the f.11cl Coµrt f4aH cleem " 
peceffary. ' 

C H A P. VI. 

.An ACT far the l'![peflion if Gun-Powder. 

P~JTed Ocl. 4, 1776. 

T H IS Act is fingular in its Form, confi/ling of one Section com. • 
pofed of feven Paragraphs ; it appears by the fourth Paragrapl1 

to have been palfod i.~ Expectation that Gun-Powder would be pretty 
generally manufacl:µred throµgh th1; State. In fol)1e Co\lnties · con. 
fiderable ~antities have accordingly been made (hut the Manufac, 
ture not being general, the Office of Infpecl:or, anllPrafrice of Infpec. 
tion, have fallen into Di,fufe, for which Reafori nothing appeared ne. 
celfary in this Compilation but the Title, · 
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