
CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION 

See: 28 N.J.R. 2352(b), 28 N.J.R. 3818(b). 
Amended by R.1997 d.133, effective March 17, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. llO(a), 29 N.J.R. 921(a). 

In (b ), ( c ), and ( d), inserted references to stickperson. 

SUBCHAPTER 2. BLACKJACK 

Subchapter Ilistorical Note 

Petition for Rulemaking. See: 33 N.J.R. 2549(b), 33 N.J.R. 3223(b). 

Petition for Rulemaking. See: 33 N.J.R. 2712(a). 

19:47-2.1 Definitions 

The following words and terms, when used in this sub-
chapter, shall have the following meanings unless the con-
text clearly indicates otherwise. 

"Bart Carter shuffle" shall mean the shuffling procedure 
in which approximately one deck of cards is shuffled after 
being dealt, segregated into separate stacks and each stack is 
inserted into premarked locations within the remaining 
decks contained in the dealing shoe. 

"Blackjack" shall mean an ace and any card having a 
point value of 10 dealt as the initial two cards to a player or 
a dealer except that. this shall not include an ace and a ten 
point value card dealt to a player who has split pairs. 

"Card reader device" is defined in N.J.A.C. 19:46-1.10. 

"Dealer" shall mean the person responsible for dealing 
the cards at a Blackjack table. 

"Determinant card" shall mean the first card drawn for 
each round of play to determine from which side of the two 
compartment dealing s.hoe the cards for that hand shall be 
dealt. · 

"Double shoe" shall mean a dealing shoe that has two 
adjacent compartments in which cards are stacked separate-
ly and which permits cards to be dealt from only one 
compartment at any given time. 

"Hard Total" shall mean the total point count of a hand 
which contains no aces or which contains aces that are each 
counted as 1 in value. 

"Soft Total" shall mean the total point count of a hand 
containing an ace when the ace is counte.d as 11 in value. 

Amended by R.1982 d.255, effective August 2, 1982, operative Septem-
ber 15, 1982. 

See: 14 N.J.R. 559(b), 14 N.J.R. 84l(b). 
Added definition of "Bart Carter shuffle", "determinant card" and 

"double shoe". 
Amended by R.1993 d.38, effective January 19, 1993. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2351(a), 25 N.J.R. 367(a). 

Added card reader device. · 

19:47-2.2 

Case Notes 

No action for violation of federal constitutional rights absent state 
action permitted to card counter excluded from casino; State Supreme 
Court holding denying casino's right to exclude card counters not 
retroactive. Hoagsburg v. Harrah's Marina Hotel Casino, 585 F.Supp. 
1167 (D.N.J.1984). 

"Card counter" patron .not excludable from gambling at casino 
absent valid Commission rule; public access to casinos. Uston v. 
Resorts International Hotel, Inc., 89 N.J. 163 (1982). 

19:47-2.2 Cards; number of decks; value of cards 

(a) Blackjack shall be played with at least one deck of 
cards with backs the same color and design and one addi-
tional cutting card. If the additional wager authorized by 
N.J.A.C. 19:47-2.17(a)3 or the progressive blackjack wager 
authorized by NfJ.A.C. 19:47-2.19 is offered, blackjack shall 
be played with atleast four decks of cards with backs of the 
same color and design and one additional cutting card. The 
cutting card shall be opaque and in a solid color readily 
distinguishable from the color of the backs and edges of the 
playing cards, as approved by the Commission. 

(b) The value of the cards contained in each deck shall 
be as follows: 

1. Any card from 2 to 10 shall have its face value; 

2. Any Jack, Queen or King shall have a value of ten; 

3. An ace shall have a value of: 

i. Eleven, unless that value would give a player or the 
dealer' a score in excess of 21, in which case, it shall 
have a value of one; or 

ii. One, if the ace is one of the initial two cards dealt 
to a player in determination. of the additional wager 
authorized by N.J.A.C. 19:47-2.17(a)l; provided, how-
ever, that the value of such ace for all other purposes 
under this subchapter shall be governed by (b )3i above. 

( c) If a double shoe is utilized, blackjack shall be played 
with at least two decks of cards that shall be dealt from 
separate sides of the dealing shoe. The cards dealt from 
each side of the shoe shall have backs of the same color and 
design as all other cards being dealt from that side of the 
shoe. The backs of the cards being dealt from one side of 
the shoe, however, shall be of a different color than the 
backs being dealt from the other side. In addition to the 
cards used, a separate cutting card shall be used in each side 
of the shoe. 

( d) If an automated card shuffling device is utilized, 
blackjack shall be played with at least two decks of cards in 
accordance with the following requirements: 

1. . Each deck of cards shall meet the requirements of 
N.J.A.C. 19:46-1.17; 

2. The cards shall be separated into two batches, with 
an equal number of decks included in eac;;h batch; 
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19:47-2.2 

3. The backs of the cards in each batch shall be of the 
same color and design, but of a different color than the 
cards included in the other batch; 

4. One batch of cards shall be shuffled and stored in~' 
the automated card shuffling device while the other batch 
is being dealt or used to play the game; 

5. Both batches of cards shall be continuously 'alternat-. 
ed in and out of play, with each batch being used for 
every other dealing shoe; and . 

6. The· cards from only one batch shall be placed in the 
discard rack at .any given time. 

Amended by R.1982 d.255, effective August 2, 1982, operative Septem-
ber 15, 1982. 

See: 14 N.J.R. 559(b), 14 N.J.R. 84l(b). 
Ad.ded (c). 

Amended by R.1992 d.174, effective April 20,)992. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 3251(a), 24 N.J.R. 1516(c). 

In (b )3i: stylistic revision moving "Eleven" to 3i from 3 regarding the 
value ofan Ace. 

Added new (b )3ii. 
Amended by R.1994 d.80, effective February 22, 1994. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 5454(b), 26 N.J.R. 1113(a). 
Amended by R.1996 d.315, effectiv€l July 15, 1996. 
See: 28 N.J.R.1947(a), 28 N.J.R. 3623(a). 
Amended by R.1996 d.316, effective July 15, 1996. 
See: 28 N.J.R. i950(a), 28 N.J.R. 3625(a). 
Amended by R.1998 d.441, effective September 8, 1998. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 1772(b), 30 N.J.R. 3259(b). 

In (a), deleted "yellow or green" preceding "cutting card" in the first 
sentence and added a new last sentence; and in (c), deleted "yellow or 
green" preceding "cutting card" in the last.sentence. 
Amended by R.1999 d.208, .effective July 6, 1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 935(a), 31 N.J.R. 1819(a). 

In (a), inserted a reference to the progressive blackjack wagers 
authorized by N.J.A.C. 19:47~2.19 in the second sentence; ,,and rewrote· 
(d) .. 

19:47-2,3 Wagers 
(a) Prior to the first card being dealt for each roupd of 

play, each player at the game of blackjack shall make a 
wager against the dealer which shall win if: 

1. · The score of the player is 21 or less and the score 
of the dealer is in excess of 21; 

2. The score of the player exceeds that of the dealer 
without either exceeding 21; 

3. The player has achieved a score of. 21 in two cards 
and the dealer has achieved a score of 21 · in more' than 
two cards; or 

4. The player has achieved a score of 21 in five cards 
and the dealer has not achieved a blackjack or a score of 
21, provided the casino licensee elects such option pursu-
ant to N.J.A.C. 19:47-2.16. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph ( a )3 of 
this section, a wager made in accordance with this ~ubsec~ 
tion shall be void when the score of the player is the same 
as the dealer, provided, however, that a player's wager shall 
be lost when the dealer has a blackjack and the player has a 

· simple 21 which is not a blackjack. 

OTHER AGENCIES· 

(c) Except as otherwise provided in these regulations, no 
wager shall be made, increased or withdrawn after the first 
card of the respective round has been dealt. . 

(d) All wagers at blackjack shall be made by placing 
gaming chips or plaques and, if applicable, a: inatch play 
coupon on the appropriate areas of the blackjack layout, 
except that verbal wagers accompanieq by cash may be 
accepted provided that they are confirmed by the dealer and 

. casino supervisor a11d that such cash is expeditiously con° 
verted into gaming chips or. plaques in accordance · with 
N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.18. 

. , 

. ( e) After each round of play is complete, the dealer shall 
collect all losing wagers and pay off all winning wagers. All 
winning wagers made in accordance with (a) above shall be 
paid at odds . of 1 to 1, with the exception of standard 
blackjack; which shall be paid at odds of 3 to 2. Notwith-
standing any other provision of this subsection, a· casino 
licensee may, in its discretion, offer one or more of the 
following payout odds. for winning wagers made in accor-
dance with (a) above, provided that the casino licensee 
complies with the notice requirements set forth in N.J.A.C .. 
19:47-8.3: 

l. Three cards consisting of the 6; 7 and 8 of the same 
suit shall be paid at odds of 2 to 1; -

2. Three catds consisting of three 7's of any suit shall 
be paid at odds of to 2; 

3. A single blackjack combination consisting of a spe~ 
cific ace and face card designated by the casino licensee in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 19:47-8.3 shall be paid at odds< 
of 2 to 1; 

4, Five Cards Totalling 21 shall be paid at odds of 2 t<;> 
l. 

(f) Oqce the first card of any hand has bee.n removed 
from the shoe by the dealer, no player shall handle, remove 
or alter any wagers that have been made until a decision has 
been rendered and implemented with respect to that wager 
except as explicitly permitted by these regulations. 

(g) Once a waget on the insurance line, a wager to 
double down or a wager to split pairs has been made and 
confirmed by the dealer, no player shall handle, remove or 
alter such wagers until a decision has been rendered and 
implemented with respect to that wager except as explicitly 
permitted by these regulations. · 

(h) No dealer or other casino employee or casino key 
employee shall permit any player to engage in conduct 
violative of (f) or (g) above. 

(i) After the cards have been shuffled pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 19:47-2.5., a casino licensee may, in its discretion, 
prohibit any person, whether seated at the gaming table or 
not, who does not make a wager on a given round of play 
from placing a wager on the next round of play and any 
subsequent round of play at that gaming table unless the , 
casino licensee chooses to permit the player to begin wager-
ing or until a reshuffle of the cards has· occurred. 
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CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION 

(j) If a double shoe is utilized, the term "first card!' as 
used in (a), (c) and (f) above shall mean "determinant 
card." 

(k) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subchap-
ter to the contrary, a player may, in accordance with 
NJ.AC. 19:47-2.19, make a supplemental progressive 
blackjack wager at any blackjack table where the wager is 
offered either by depositing a $tOO gaming chip into the 
acceptor device designated for that player or by r~deeming a 
progressive wager coupon in accordance with the provisions 
of N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.18. 

Amended by R.1979 d.2, effective January 5, 1979. 
See: 10 N.J.R. 568(a), 11 N.J.R. 108(c). 
Amended by R.1980 d.132, effective March 31, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 653(a), 12 N.J.R. 294(c). 
Amended by, R.1980 d.186, effective April 29, 1980. 
See: 12 N.J.R. 357(a). 
Amended, R.1982 d.255, effective August 2, 1982, operative September 

15, 1982. 
See: 14 N.J.R. 559(b), 14 N.J.R. 841(b). 

Added (j), (k) and (I ). 
Temporary amendment of rule pursuant to blackjack experiment. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 123(b). 
Amended by R.1991 d.551, effective November 4, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1784(b), 23 N.J.R. 3350(a). 

In (e): added reference to N.J.A.C. 19:47-8.3 regarding wager 
requirements. 
Amended by R.1991 d.533, effective November 4, 1991. 
See: 23 N:J.R. 28(b), 23 N.J.R. 3355(a). 

Added riew (a)4 and new (f)l-2 setting out odds; deleted language 
in subsection ( f) regarding odds. 1 

Amended by R1991 d.534, effective November 4, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1781(a), 23 N.J.R. 3351(a). 

Revised subsection (f), adding (f)l-3 with text on payout odds for 
winner wagers in blackjack. 
Amended by R.1992 d.123, effective March 16, 1992. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 3436(a), 24 N.J.R. 974(c). 

In (f): added initial sentence regarding when the dealer shall collect 
and pay off losing and winning wagers, 
Amended by R.1993 d.37, effective January 19, 1993 .. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 3695(a), 25 N.J.R. 348(b). 

Simulcasting added. 
Administrative Correction to subsection (k). 
See: 25 N.J.R. April 5, 1993. 
Amended by R.1993 d.293, effective June 21, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 1508(a), 25 N.J.R. 2703(a). 
Amended by R.1993 d.630, effective December 6, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 3953(a), 25 N.J.R. 5521(a). 
Amended by R1994 d.137, effective March 21, 1994. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 5902(a), 26 N.J.R. 1373(b). 
Amended by R.1996 d.315, effective July 15, 1996. 
See: 28 N.J.R. 1947(a), 28 N.J.R. 3623(a). 
Amended by R.1996 d.562, effective December 2, 1996. 
See: 28 N.J.R. 3900(a), 28 N.J.R. 5082(a). 
Amended by R.2001 d.452, effective December 3, 2001. 
See: 33 N.J.R. 2746(a), 33 N.J.R. 4156(a). 

Rewrote (i); deleted G), and recodified existing (k) through (I) as (j) 
through (k). 

19:47-2.4 Opening of table for gaming 

(a) After receiving the one or more decks of cards at the 
table, the dealer shall sort and inspect the cards and the 
floorperson assigned to the table shall verify the inspection 
in accordance with N.J.A.C. 19:46-1.lS(f). 

(b) · After the cards are inspected, the cards shall be 
spread out face upwards on the table for visual inspection by 
the first player )or players to arrive at the table. The cards 
shall be spread out in horizontal fan shaped columns by 

. deck according to suit and in sequence. The cards in each 
suit shall be laid out in sequence within the suit. 

( c) After the first player or players is afforded an oppor-
tunity to visually inspect the cards, the cards shall be turned 
face dpwnward on the table, mixed thoroughly by a "wash-
ing" or a "chemmy shuffle" of the cards and stacked. 

( d) If a double shoe is· utilized, all the decks that com-
prise one side of the dealing shoe shall be spread for 
inspection on the table separate from the decks that com-
prise the other side of the dealing shoe. After the player or 
players is afforded an opportunity to visually inspect the 
cards, the cards that comprise one side of the dealing shoe 
and the cards that comprise the other side of the dealing 
shoe shall separately be turned face downward on the table, 
mixed thoroughly by a "washing" or a "chemmy shuffle" of 
the cards and stacked. 

( e) If an automated shuffling device is utilized, all the 
decks in one batch of cards shall be spread for inspection on 
the table separate from the decks in the other batch of 
cards. After the player or players is afforded an opportuni-
ty to visually inspect the cards, each batch of cards shall 
separately be turned face . downward on the table and 

-stacked. 

Amended by R.1980 d.132, effective March 31, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 653(a), 12 N.J.R. 294(c). 
Amended by R.1980 d.186, effective April 29, 1980. 
See: 12 N.J.R. 357(a). 
Amended by R.1982 d.255, effective August 2, 1982, operative Septem-

ber 15, 1982. 
See: 14 N.J.R. 559(b), 14 N.J.R. 84l(b). 

Added (d); 
Amended by R.1985 d.228, effective May 20, 1985. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 61(a), 17 N.J:R. 1341(a). 

(a) substantially amended. 
Amended byR1999 d.208, effective July 6, 1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 935(a), 31 N.J.R. 1819(a). 

Added (e). 

19:47-2.5 Shuffle.and cut of the cards 
(a) Immediately prior to commencement of play, after 

any round of play as may be determined by the casino 
licensee and after each shoe of cards is dealt, the dealer 
shall shuffle the cards so that they are randomly intermixed. 

(b) After the cards have been shuffled, the dealer shall 
offer the stack of cards, with backs facing away from him, to 
the players to be cut. 

{c) The. player designated by suqsection ( e) of this section 
shaH cut the cards by placing the cutting card in the stack at 
least 10 cards in from either end. 

( d) Once the cutting card has been inserted by the player, 
the dealer shall take all cards in front of the cutting card 
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19:47-2.5 

and place them to the back of the stack. The dealer shall 
then take the entire stack of cards that was just shuffled and 
align them along the side of the. dealing shoe which has the 
mark required by NJ.AC. 19:46-l.19(d)4. Thereafter, the 
dealer shall insert the cutting card in the stack at a position 
at least approximately one-quarter of the way in from the 
back of the stack. The stack of cards shall then be inserted 
into the dealing shoe for commencement of play. If the 
"Bart Carter Shuffle" is utilized, the dealer shall not re-
insert the cut card after the stack has been cut by the 
players. 

( e) The player to cut the cards shall be: 

1. The first player to the table if the game is just 
beginning; 

2. The player on whose box the cutting card appeared 
during the last round of play; 

3. The player at the farthest point to the right of the 
dealer if the cuttihg card appeared on the dealer's hand 
during the last round of play. 

OTHER AGENCIES 

. 4. The player at the farthest point to the right of the 
dealer if the reshuffle was initiated at the discretion of the 
casino licensee. 

( f) If the player designated in subsection ( e) of this 
section refuses the cut, the cards shall be offered to each 
other player moving clockwise around the table until a 
player accepts the cut. If no player accepts the cut, the 
dealer shall cut the cards. · 

(g) After the cards have been cut and before any cards 
have been dealt, a casino supervisor may require the cards 
to be recut if he or she determines that the cut was 
performed improperly or in any way that might affect the 
integrity or fairness of the game. If a recut is required, the 
cards shall be recut, at the casino licensee's option, by the 
player who last cut the cards, or by the next person entitled 
to cut the cards, as determined by (f) above. 

(h) A reshuffle of the cards in the shoe shall take place 
after the cutting card is reached in the shoe as provided for 
in N.J.A.C. 19:47-2.6([) except that: 

1. The casino licensee may determine after each round 
of play that the cards should be reshuffled; 
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CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION 

2. If none of the players accepts the mini-dice shaker, 
the dealer shall accept the shaker on behalf of the players 
and shake it at least three more times. 

( e) The dealer shall then place the mini-dice shaker 
directly in front of him or her, remove the cover and 
immediately call out the sum of the spots on the top or 
uppermost faces of the two dice. Only one face on each die 
shall be considered uppermost. 

(f) After calling out the sum of the spots, the dealer shall 
settle all wagers decided by that shake of the dice by first 
collecting all losing wagers and then paying all winning 
wagers at the odds currently being offered in accordance 
with N.J.A.C. 19:47-13.6. The dice shaker shall remain 
uncovered until all winning wagers have been paid. 

19:47-13.6 Payout odds; vigorish prohibited 
(a) The payout odds for winning wagers at mini-dice 

printed on any layout or in any brochure or other publica-
tion distributed by a casino licensee shall be stated through 
the use of the word "to" or "win," and no odds shall be 
stated through the use of the word "for." 

(b) A casino licensee shall pay off winning wagers at no 
less than the odds listed below. A casino licensee may pay 
off winning wagers at higher odds than those listed below 
provided that such odds are uniform within the casino and 
the casino simulcasting facility. 

Wager 
Place Bet 4 to Win 
Place Bet 5 to Win 
Place Bet 6 to Win 
Place Bet 8 to Win 
Place Bet 9 to Win 
Place Bet 10 to Win 
Field Bets (3, 4, 9, 10, 11) 
Field Bets (2 and 12) 
Any7 
Over7 
Under 7 

Payout Odds 
9 to 5 
7 to 5 
7 to 6 
7 to 6 
7 to 5 
9 to 5 

, 1 to 1 
2 to 1 
4 to 1 
lto 1 
lto 1 

(c) No casino licensee or its employees shall accept any 
wager that, because of the amount thereof, cannot be paid 
at the odds permitted by (b) above. 

( 

( d) No casino licensee shall charge any percentage fee or 
vigorish to a player making any wagers in the game of mini-
dice. 

19:47-13.7 Voluntary or compulsory relinquishment of the 
dice shaker 

(a) After each shake of the dice is completed and the 
bets are settled, the person who accepted the mini-dice 
shaker pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:47-13.S(d) may either retain 
or pass the right to shake the mini-dice shaker after the 
dealer, except that: 

1. If the person is a player: 

19:47-14.1 

i. The shaker shall be p"assed after the player shakes 
a 7; 

ii. The floorperson may order the shaker to be 
passed if the player unreasonably delays the game, 
repeatedly makes invalid shakes, or violates either the 
Casino Control Act or the rules of the Commission; or 

2. If. the person is the dealer, the dealer shall offer to 
pass the shaker if there is any player seated at the table 
who has not previously refused to accept the shaker. 

(b) Whenever a voluntary or compulsory relinquishment 
of the mini-dice shaker occurs, the dealer shall offer the 
shaker to the first player who is immediately to the left of 
the person who previously accepted the shaker, and if that 
player does not accept, to each of the players in turn moving 
clockwise around the table until one of the players accepts 
the shaker. If none of the players accepts the mini-dice 
shaker, the dealer shall accept the shaker on behalf of the 
players. 

19:47-13.8 Irregularities 
(a) The dealer shall call a "no roll" and reshake the dice 

in accordance with N.J.A.C. 19:47-13.5 if the dealer uncov-
ers the mini-dice shaker and: 

1. The two dice do not land flat on the bottom of the 
shaker; or 

2. A die falls out of the shaker. 

SUBCHAPTER 14. POKER 

19:47-14.1 Definitions 
The following words and terms, when used in _this sub-

chapter, shall have the following meanings unless the con-
text clearly indicates otherwise. 

"All-in" means a player who has· no funds remaining on 
the poker table to continue betting in a round of play but 
who still retains the right to contend for that portion of the 
pot in which the player has already placed a bet. 

"Ante" means a predetermined wager which each player 
·is' required to make in some poker games prior to any cards 
being dealt in order to participate in the round of play. 

"Bet" means an action by which a player places gaming 
chips or gaming plaques into the pot on any betting round. 

"Betting round" means a complete wagering cycle in a 
hand of poker a(ter all players have called, folded or gone 
all-in. 

"Blind bet" means a mandatory wager in some poker 
games which only players sitting in specific betting positions 
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19:47-14.1 

at the poker table shall be required to place prior to looking 
at any cards. 

"Burn card" means a card taken from the top of a deck 
which is discarded face down, which is not in play and the 
identity of which remains unknown. 

"Button" means an object which is moved clockwise 
around the table to denote an imaginary dealer and thereby 
determine the betting and dealing sequence. 

"Call" means a wager made in an amount equal to the 
immediately preceding wager. 

"Check" means that a player waives the right to initiate 
the betting in a betting round but retains _the right to act if 
another player initiates the betting. 

"Common card" means, in any game of stud poker, a card 
which is dealt face upward if there are insufficient cards left 
in the deck to deal each player a card individually and which 
can be used by all players at the showdown. 

"Community card" means any card which is dealt face 
upward and which can be used by all players to form their 
best hand. 

"Cover card" means a yellow or green plastic card used 
during the cut process and then to conceal the bottom card 
of the deck. 

"Draw" means, in any game of draw poker, an exchange 
by a player of cards held in his or her hand, after the initial 
round of betting, for an equal number of new cards from the 
deck. 

"Fold" means the withdrawal of a player from a round of 
play by discarding his or her hand of cards during a betting 
round and refusing to equal a wager. 

"Forced bet" means a wager which is required to start the 
wagering on the first betting round. 

"Fouled hand" means a hand that either has an improper 
number of cards or has come into contact with other cards 
in such a way as to render it impossible to determine 
accurately which cards are contained in the hand. 

"High" means a game of poker in which the highest 
ranking hand in accordance with NJ.AC. 19:47-14.3 wins 
the pot. 

"High-low split" means a form of poker in which there is 
a winner for both the highest and lowest ranking hands. 

"Hole card" means any card dealt to a player face down. 

"Low" means a game of poker in which the highest 
ranking low hand in accordance with N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.3 
wins the pot. 

OTHER AGENCIES 

"Opening bet" means the first bet in a round of play. 
''-

"Pot" means the amount which is awarded to the winning 
player or players at the conclusion of a round of play and is 
equal to the total amount anted and bet by the players 
during the round of play, less any rake extracted pursuant 
N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.14. 

"Protected hand" means a hand of cards which the player 
is physically holding or has placed under one or more 
gaming chips. 

"Raise" means a bet in an amount greater than the 
immediately preceding bet in that betting round. 

"Rake" means the amount of gaming chips, gaming 
plaques or coin collected by the dealer as poker revenue in 
accordance with 19:47-14.14. 

"Round of play" means, for any game of poker, the 
process by which cards are dealt, bets are placed and the 
winner of the pot is determined and paid in accordance with 
the rules of this subchapter. 

"Showdown" means the action of revealing the hands of 
each player in order to determine who shall win the pot. 

"Side pot" means a separate pot formed when one or 
more players are all-in. 

"Stub" means the remaining portion of the deck after all 
cards in a round of play have been dealt. 

"Suit" means one of the four categories of cards, that is, 
diamond, spade, club or heart. 

"Table stakes" means the currency, gaming chips and 
gaming plaques on the table is in play and a player may not 
subtract from his or her currency, gaming chips or gaming 
plaques at any time during ongoing play. 

"Up-card" means, in a game of stud poker, any card dealt 
to a player face up. 

Amended by R.1999 d:i23, effective April 19, 1999. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 3394(a), 31 N.J.R. 1082(b). 

Deleted "High-low split eight or better" definition. 
Petition for Rulemaking. 
See: 33 N.J.R. 4396(b). 

19:47-14.2 Cards; number of decks 
(a) Poker shall be played with one deck of cards with 

backs of the same color and design and one additional cover 
card. The cover card shall be opaque and in a solid color 

· readily distinguishable from the color of the backs and edges 
of the playing cards, as approved by the Commission. Two 
decks of cards shall be maintained for use at each poker 
table at all times. Each deck maintained at the poker table 
shall be visually distinguishable in some manner from the 
other deck. While one deck is in use, the other deck shall 
be stored in a designated area pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
19:46-1.BE, unless an automated card shuffling device is 
being used. 

Supp. 12-17-01 47-60.2 
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( c) Starting with the first player to the left of the dealer 
and continuing in a clockwise rotation around · the poker 
table, the dealer shall deal two rounds of cards face down 
and one round of cards face up to each player. 

( d) Once each player has received three cards in accor-
dance with ( c) above, the first betting round shall commence 
by comparing the up-card of each player. For· the purposes 
of this subsection only, in the event that two or more up-
cards are of the same rank, the up-cards shall then be 
ranked by suit, with the highest to lowest ranked suits in 
order as follows: spades, hearts, diamonds, clubs. Betting 
shall be commenced by: 

1. For high poker, the player with the lowest ranked 
up-card; 

2. For high-low split poker, the player with the highest 
ranked up-card. For this purpose, an ace,shall be consid-
ered ranked below a two; and 

3. For high-low split eight or better poker, the player 
with the lowest ranked up-card. For this purpose, an ace 
shall be considered the highest ranking card. 

( e) Following the placement of the forced bet required by 
( d) above, each subsequent player may, proceeding in a 
clockwise rotation from th~ player who placed the forced 
bet, fold, call or raise the bet. After the last player has 
responded to the most recent bet, the betting round shall be 
considered complete. 

(f) Upon completion of the first betting round, the dealer 
shall burn the top card of the deck and then, starting with 
the first remaining player to his or her left, deal a fourth 
card face up to each player who has not fold,ed. The next 
betting round shall commence as follows: · 

1. The player with the highest ranking poker hand 
showing shall be required to bet or check; or 

2. If the highest ranking poker hand showing is held 
by two or more players, the player closest to the left of 
the dealer shall be required to bet or check. 

(g) Following the initial bet or check required by (f) 
above, each subsequent player, proceeding in a clockwise 
rotation, may fold, call, raise or, if the preceding players 
have not made a bet, check. Each player may check until a 
bet has been made. Once a bet has been made, the next 
player in a clockwise rotation may fold, can or raise. ·· After 
the last player has responded to the · most recent bet, the 
betting round shall be considered complete. 

(h) The dealer shall then deal two additional rounds of 
cards face up and one round of cards face down to each 
player who has not folded, with each such round followed by 
a betting round conducted in accordance with the provisions 
of (f) and (g) above. Prior to each round of cards being 
dealt, the dealer shall burn the top card of the deck. If 
insufficient cards remain in the deck to give each remaining 

19:47-14.9 

player a seventh and final card, the top card of the deck 
shall be burned and a common card shall be dealt face up in 
the center of' the table. If there is one or less cards 
remaining in the deck, the dealer shall shuffle the burn 
cards, burn a card and then deal the common card. 

(i) If more than one player remains in the round of play 
after the final betting round has been completed, a show-
down shall be used to determine the winner of -the pot. 
Each player remaining in the · game shall form a five card 
poker hand from the seven cards which he or she was dealt. 
This five card hand shall constitute the poker hand of that 
player at the showdown. The winner of the pot shall be: 

1. In high poker, the player with the highest ranking 
five card high hand; 

2. In high-low split poker or high-low split eight or 
better poker, the player with the highest ranking five card 
high hand and the player with the highest ranking five , 
card low poker hand, subject· to the provisions of (j) 
below, who shall divide the pot equally. 

i. If a pot cannot be divided equally, the excess 
amount, which shaBnot exceed $1.00, shall be given to 
the player with the highest ranking high hand. 

ii. If a tie exists between two or more players for 
the highest ranking high hand, the high hand share of 
the pot shall be divided equally among the tied players. 
If the high hand share of the pot cannot be divided 
equally among the tied players, the excess, which shall 
not exceed $1.00, shall be given to the player with the 
highest ranking high poker card by suit. 

iii. If a tie exists between two or more players for 
the highest ranking low hand, the low hand share of the 
pot shall be divided equally among the tied players. If 
the low hand share of the pot cannot be divided equally 
among' the tied players, the excess, which shall not 
exceed $1.00, · shall be given to the player with the 
lowest ranking low poker card by suit. 

iv. For purposes of this subsection, the cards shall 
be ranked by suit with the highest to lowest ranked suit 
in order as follows: spades, hearts, diamonds and clubs. 

(j) In seven~card stud high-low split eight or better poker, 
a winning low hand may not contain any pairs or a nine, 10, 
jack, queen or king. This defines the qualifying clause 
known as "eight or better." In the event that none of the 
hands of the remaining players satisfies this requirement, 

, the entire pot shall be awarded to the player with the 
highest ranking high hand. 

, (k) In seven-card stud high-low split poker and seven 
card stud high-low split eight or better poker, the player 
may form two different hands of five cards each out of the 
player's seven available cards, enabling that player to con-
tend for both the high hand and low hand share of the pot. 
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A. player may use th~jairie µve car~ gr~~pi11g to: make a . (f) Foll6wing the' ,pl~c~~eµt -
0

of_ the blind bet( s ;, _each 
.. high pol,(er hand 3,9(a low poker. hap.d.. Fo~ ·. eiample:. · .· player sha/1 ii;i tllrn, in a cl<>ckwise rot~ti9n around the poker.· .. _. 1,;-~. 

· · · · · · · · · . table, either fold, call cir raise the bet: The option t6 raise · ' 
1. .A hand consisting of a two, three, four; five and sb( shah a1s~tapply to the.'p1~yer whb made the:~lind bet(s). ~} 

·would qualify as a straight for purposes of the high liarid . After the Jast-I?l~ytfr has responded to the j:nost recent bet, 
· .·· .. and'as a high·rankinglow hand; ·or ·· · .· ·.,. - the betting roµnd.shallbe co:ti:sidered complete: 

z. , A hand COI).Sis,ting of five c~rds of the saihe suit,, , '', , , , , 
. , _. none higher .than ari eight, woiild qualify 'as a flush fo,i _ (g) the' dealer shall then burn the -top card of the deck · 
. purposes of the high hand and as a high ranking lciwi . and proceed to deal three _comrrninity ·cards face· up in the_ 

· hand: . · · - · · · · ·· · ·. · · · · .. center of {he table.· The next betting round. shall commence ·· 

.. (l))n, seven-card stud. •high-low, split poker. and seven~ 
card stud higbalow split eight or bett~r poker, an ~ce niay-he .. · 

•. · us.ed cop.currently as a low card to sat~sfy a low -hand _and as 
. ·a bighcard to satisfy a high hand. 

with the option to bet or .check belonging to the first player . 
to the_ left oftl;te button who has riot folded. Each. subse~ · 
· quent player may, in- clockwise rotation, fold, call, raise the 
bet'.:c:ir,, if preceding players have· not 'rriade' a bet, make an 
opening bet or check .. ·. The betting round shall be consid-
ered' complete when. each player has either.· folded , or called 
in response to the most r~cent bet, . -· · ·.. :l:9:.41.;.;14;10 HQJd '~Jil poker; procedures for d~~lbig of 

. - . -• cards; completion of ~ath rouncl-of play 
. (a) Each. casi~o licensee shall b~·required•to obs~rve the 

_ pro_eedures- set forth in this -section for each game .of 
. - hold 'em . high. poker offeied in <its casino room or. casino. 

simulcasting facility. Hold iel,ll •. poker shall be played to 
determine ·a: winning high hand only. · ·- ·· -

-.. •. ' (h} Up~n completio~ o~ th~ betting iound r~quired by (g) 
ab.pve, the dealer shall again bum the top car.d of the deck 
and then deal a fourth community card face up in the center·-
of the table.: The next betting mund shall 'be commenced 

-_and compl~ted in accon:lance,.with_ the'-requireni~nts 9f(g) 
above. · . -- .. - .1 ; · 

(b) Each poker table: shall be restricted 1:o a m:aidm:u.m of _. _ (i) Upon completfonof the betting found required by (h). ... 
eleven players, . Each player wl,lo elects to participaie in a above; the dealer _shall again burri the top card of the deck -

. round of play. rp,ay be required to place an· ante,:. :fhe: rule .- and then deal a fifth and final community card face tip-in 
govei:ning_ the placement of.an ante and tlle;arnoun(ofthe ', tlie center'c,f-the.fable; The :fi11ai .betting· rbund shalrbe " 
ante; if any, shall be.posted on.a sign at each poker table in. . commenced and completed fa a2cordance with the require-. (=.:;,, 
accordance.with N.J,.A.C. 19:47-8.3; . . . . : rnents oI (g) above; -. - . ·- ::,.____ -· 

. : . . 

(~) Th6 order in which the,c~ds shail be 'deah !Uld the -_ G) 0 lfJnbre thart qne player re~~irl~jn the round of play :. 
order)n which players shall be req:uired. or have the option. . -. after the final betting round h~s been completetl, a . show, -
to 1:iefshall. be deterinined as follows, - . down -shall he used ;to,· determm,e the winner.· of the po't 

. ·• .. _-'· _·1. :·_A_flat -_disk c_aii_ed 'tqe. ''button'; ·sh.al[ be usJ_d, tb Eac;:l,l ·pJayer reµiaining in• the gaine shall form. his or her> 
higlies(ranking five card high pqker hand by 'using, in any. , , , 

indicate 1111 inla~atj( d~aler; combination, his Or her own two carcls and the·-five comri:u~~ , . 
..• -... 2., : At the commencement of play, the button shall h~ , . nity cards availal:>le on the table: , The Winner ,of the pot 

·· placed iR · front of the first player to the< right of the -. ~hail be the player' with the highest ranking fiv¢ ca,:rd high 
. dealer;: and . poker hand. _ If the highest ranking ifive card high poker • 

. 3, Thereafter; the button shallrotate around the table ·. hancl that each ofcthe remaining players can fo:nil is ¢oms -
· · · · pdsed of the Jive community cards, .all players remaining :fu --in a clockwis.e mannef after each round of play. · · , · · · · · the rnUildiif,pfay shall share :equally in the :pot. 

( d) • Tb,e player. to tM hnm.edi~fo lift of. the 'button . shall 
\ . be required to initiate the first betth!g-.iouµd by placing a 

blip,d • bet in accordance. ;with ~e :po~t#d ta,ble. requirements;; · · 
,A casinoJicensee may require.:addition?l ,blind pets tobe , 
made immediately subseqU:e11t to the i,rtitial blind bet.. The • 

._ amount and number of-allblirid'bets .requiredby tlje cashm 
licensee -shall . be _ pos,t~d on: ,a sign iii accordance with 

, N-fA.c:_._ i9:47""s.3. · · 

( e) -Starting with the playe{ tp th_e · imin.ediate left of. the·. -
. button_ an9 . ~011tiriuing · in,.· a clockwise roJaijQ,n .. around . t)le -

.·. , po~er ta,ble; the dealer shall _ deaj. twq, round.s of cards face;· _ 
, down . to,, bach piay,er' with the player \vith . the button, peing/ 

tb,e last player to receive· a card each tiµie. . . . . 
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19:47-14~11- . 611111ha poke~ protedures for (le~ling of 
. . . -· ~ards; colripletion of. ea!!li round of play• 

· . .....,. 

(a) Each9a~incl'lice1Iiie~'shall he required toobserve the> 
procedure~ !iet fo~thiri tµis sec;ti,onfor ead1 g~e. of omaha 

-· high . arid omaha. higl;t~low split eight or ~etter poker . of(ered 
in its casiI10 rooni. or casino simulcastin~ facility., .·--, ·, . 

. . .. -~: -: .. -· .,>",r-';> ; ... : ·_.:'· .- -. •. :: _ _.· . 
_ .• (b) Each pokertable':snall be;restricted .to am~mutn. of 

ten players ... · · Each player who -6l~cts to . participate. iii a · -
round of play may. be reqtJired to iplace- ari. ante. The rule 

, governing'the p}acenien(ofati ante am(the i,uncnint of the • (F 
· ante, if any, shall b~ posted on a: sign. af each poker table jn · 

accordance with :rfJ.AC::, .i9:47-;,fQ. ·. - · -· -~-
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( c) The order in which the cards shall be dealt and the 
order in which 'players shall be required or have the option 
to bet shall be determined in accordance . with the proce-
dures governing the use of a button as set forth in N.J.A.C. 
19:47-14.10( C ) •• 

( d) Starting with the player to the immediate left of the 
button and continuing in a · clockwise ·· rotation around the 
poker table, the dealer shall deal four rounds of cards face 
down to each player with the player with the button being 
the last player to receive a card each time. 

( e) After each player is dealt four cards face down, an 
initial blind bet and all subsequent dealing and betting 
rounds shall be completed in accordance with the provisions 
of N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.lO(d) and (f) through (i). 

(f) If more than one player remains in the round of play 
after the final betting round has been completed, a show-
down shall be used to determine the winner of the pot. 
Each player remaining in the game shall form a five card 
poker hand by using two of the four cards dealt· to the 
player and three of the five community cards. This five 
card hand shall constitute the poker hand of the player at 
the showdown. The winner of the pot shall be: 

1. In high poker, the player with the highest ranking 
five card high poker hand; or 

2. In high-low split eight or better poker, the player 
with the highest ranking five card high poker hand and 
the player with the highest ranking five card low poker 
hand, subject to the provisions of (g) below, who shall 
divide the pot equally. ·, 

i. If a pot cannot be divided equally, the excess 
amount, which shall not exceed $1.00, shall be given to 
the player with the highest ranking high hand. 

ii. If a tie exists between two or more players for 
the highest ranking high hand, · the high hand share of 
the pot shall .be divided· equally among the tied players. 
If the high hand share of the pot cannot be divided 
equally among the tied players, the · excess, which shall 
not exceed $1.00, shall be given to the player with the 
highest ranking high poker card by suit. 

iii. If a tie exists between two or more players for 
the highest ranking low hand, the low hand share of the 
pot shall be divided equally among the tied players. If 
the low hand share of t.he pot cannot be divided equally 
among the tied players, the excess, which shall not 
exceed $1.00, shall be given to the player with the 
lowest ranking low poker card by suit. 

iv. For purposes of this. subsection, the cards shall 
be ranked by suit with the highest to lowest rank suit in 
order as follows: spades, hearts,: diamonds and clubs. 

(g) In omaha high-low split eight or better poker, the 
eligibility requirements of N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.9(j) must be 
satisfied. In the event that none of the hands of the 

19:47-14.12 

. remaining players satisfies this requirement, the· entire pot 
shall be awarded to the player with the highest ranking high 
poker hand. 

(h) The following rules shall only apply in omaha high-
low split eight or better poker: 

1. A player may form two different hands of five cards 
· each, enabling that player to contend for both the high 
hand and low hand share of the pot; provided, however, 
that the distribution of cards contained in each hand shall 
comply with (f) above; 

2. A player may. use the same· five card grouping to 
make a high hand and a low hand; and 

3. 'An ace· may be used concurrently as a. low card to 
satisfy a low hand and as a high card to satisfy a high 
hand. 

Petition for Rulemaking. 
See: 33 N.J.R. 4396(b). 

19:47-14.12 Five-card draw poker; procedures for dealing 
of cards; completion of each round of play 

(a) Each casinolicensee shall be required to observe the 
procedures set forth in this section for each game of five-
card draw high and five-card draw low poker offered in its 
casino room or casino simulcasting facility. 

(b) Each poker table shall be restricted to a maximum of 
eight players. Each player who elects to participate in a 
round of play may be required to place an ante. The rule 
governing the placement of an ante and the amount of the 
ante, if any, shall be posted on a sign at each poker table in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 19:47-8.3. 

( c) The order in which the cards shall be dealt and th~ 
order in which players shall be required or have the option 
to bet shall be determined in accordance with the proce-
dures governing the use of a button as set forth in N.J.A.C. 
19:47-14.lO(c). 

( d) Starting with the player to the immediate left of the 
button and continuing in a clockwise rotation around the 
poker table, the dealer shall deal five rounds of cards face 
down to each player with the player with the button being 
the last player to receive a card each time. 

( e) After each player has been dealt five cards face down, 
an initial betting round shall be completed in accordance 
with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.lO(d) and (f). 

(f) After completion of the initial betting round, each 
player remaining in the round of play, starting with the 
player to the immediate left· of the button and continuing in 
a clockwise rotation around the poker table, shall have an 
opportunity to. draw new cards. This .. process shall be 
accomplished one player at a time. Each player may keep 
his or her original hand or discard as many cards as he or 
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she chooses. Each discarded card shall be replaced by the 
dealer with a new card dealt from · the deck as follows: 

1. Prior to the first player receiving any n~w cards, the 
dealer shall burn the top car.d of the deck; .and 

2. If insufficient quds remain in the deck for each 
player remaining in the round ofplay to drl!W new cards, 

' the discard pile shall be reshuffled and used for this 
purpose; provided, however, that the cards to be disca,rd-
ed by a player who has not yet requested new cards shaH 
not be included as part of the reshµffled cards .. 

(g) The final betting round shall commence with the 
option to bet or check belonging to the first player to the 
left of the button who has not folded. Each subsequent 
player may, in clockwise rotation, fold,. call, raise the bet or, 
if preceding players have not ma.de a bet, make. an opening 
bet or check. The final betting .round shall be considered 
complete when the last player has responde9 to the most 
recent bet. 

(h) If more than one player remains in the round of play 
after the .final betting round has been completed, a show-
down shall be used to determine thewinner of the pot. The ·· 
winner df the pot shall be: . 

1. In high poker, the player with the highest ranking 
five card high hand; and 

2. In low poker, the player with the highest ranking 
five card low' hand. 

19:47-14.13 Five-:card stud poker; procedures for dealing -
( of cards; completion of each round of play 

(a) Each casino licensee shall be required to observe the 
procedures set forth . in this section for each game of five-
card stud high poker offered irt its casino room or casino 
simulcasting facility. Five-card stud shall l;>e played to 
determine a winning high hand only. 

(b) Each poker tabl~ shall be. restricted to a maximum of 
eight · players. Each ph(yer who elects to. participate in, a 
round of play may be required to place an ante. The rule 
governing the placement of an ante and 'the amount of the · 
ante, if any, shall,be posted on a sign at each poker table in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 19:47-8.3. · 

( c) Starting with the first player to the lt!ft of the dealer 
and continuing in a clockwise rotation around the poker 
table, the dealer shall deal one round of cards face down 
and one round of cards face up to each player. 

( d) Once each player has · received two cards in accor-
dance with ( c) above, the first betting round shall commence 
by comparing the up-catd of each player. The player with 
th.e lowest ranked up-card, which shall be determined by suit 
in accordance withthe. provisions of N.J.A.C. 19:47__;14.9(d) 
if .two or more players have an. up-carcl of the same rank, 
shall be required to make a forced bet. 

OTHER AGENCIES 

(e) Following the forced bet, each subsequent player may, 
:proceeding . in a dockwise rotation from the player who 
placed the forced bet, fold, call or raise; the bet After the 
last player has :responded to the most recent bet, the betting 
round shall be considered complete. 

(f) Upon completion of the firstbetting rdund, the dealer 
shall bum the top card of the deck and then deal another 
roup.d of cards face up to each player who has not folded. · 
The next betting rou11d .shall be commenced by the player 
with the highest ranking high poker hand showing. If two 
or more hands are of equal rnnk, the player closest to the 
left of the dealer shall be required tQ. bet . The betting 
round shall be 9ompletedin accordance. with the procedures 
in ( e) above. 

•\ 
(g) The dealer shallthen deal two additional rounds of 

cards face up to each player .who has not folded, with each 
such round followed by a betting round conducted in aceor-, , ., . . • I 
dance with the provisions of (f) <1bove. Prior to each round. 
of cards being dealt, the .dealer shall bum the top card of 
the deck. 

(h) .If.more than one player refuains in the round of play 
after the final betting round has been completed, a show0 

down shall .be used to determine the winner of the pot. The 
winner of the pot shall be • the player with the highest 
ranking five card high poker hand. 

19:47-i4.13A MaJDbo stud poker; procedures for deaUng 
.. the cards; completion of each round of;play 

(a) Each casino licensee shall be required to observe the 
procedures set forth jn this. section for mambo stud high~low 
split six or better poker offered in its casino room or casino 
simulcasting facility. 

- ·-

(b) Each poker. table shall be restricted to 11 players or 
such lesser number as may be determined by the casino 
licen.see. Each player who elects to participate in a. round 
of play may .be required to place an ante. The rule 
governing the placement of an ante and the amount of the 
ante; if any, shall be posted. cin a sign at each poker table in· 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 19:47-8.3. · 

( c) Starting with the first player to the left ofthe dealer 
and continuing in a clockwise rota.tion around the poker 
table, the dealer shall. deal one round of cards face down 
and one round of cards face up to each player. 

( d) Once each player has received two cards in accor- . 
dance with (c) above, the first round of betting shall com-
mence by comparing the up-card of each .player. The pJayer 
with the lowest ranked up~card shall be required to place a 
forced bet. The lowest ranked up~card shall be determined 
in accordance. with the poker card rankings set forth at 
N.J.A.C.19:47-14.3(a);. provided, however, that if the low-
est ranked· up-card is held by two or . more players, the 
lowest ranked up-card shall then be determined by suit. 
For the purposes of this subsection and (f) below, the rnnk 
of · the suits, in . order of highest to· lowest rank, shall be: 

, spades, hearts, diamonds and clubs. · 
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