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The SPEECH of His Excellency LEW IS MORR IS, Efg;
Caprain General and Governour in Chief in and over His Ma-
Jelty’s Province of Nowva Cefarea, or New-Ter(ey and the Terri-

 tories thereon depending in America; and Vice Admiral in the
fame, &c.

Gentlemen of the Council and Affembly .

Y&~ T Is with great Pleafure I meet this firft General Affembly of the Pro-
vince of New-Ferfey, by His Majefty now made independent on the
Governour of New-York. This has been a Favour fo great in its Kind.-
and fo long and earneftly defired by the Inhabitants, that I perfwade
my felt it will meet with all the gratetul Returns in the Power of a

People who are {o particularly oblidged by it, and who are to reap all the

Benefits that fuch an Indulgence muft naturally produce

HIS Majeity efteems it His greateft Glory to make al!l His Subjeds as
happy as their Circumftances will admit Him to do ; and His Royal Good-
nefs 1n granting your Requefls, thews, That the remoteft of His Subjeds, as
well as thofe under His more immediate Adminiftration, are equally the

Objects of His Royal Care ; and I doubt not will produce in you Sentiments

fuitable to the Opportunity you now have (almoft beyond your Expecation)

given you to exprefs in the moft proper and agreeable Manner.
Gentlemen of the Affembly :

THE Daty of my Station oblige%}]e to aquaint you, That the Support of
the Government hasbeenfor Bimme forhié expired, and it is neceflary that proper

Provifion be made for it. T have beer often a Witnefs of the Willingnefs and
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Readinefs of the Affemblies of this Province to Support His Majefty’s Govern- .

ment over them, when adminiftred by the Governour of New-Tork, even when
they conceived the Exercife of it by fuch a Petfon not wholly confiftent with
the Intereft of the Inhabirants, This gave Rife to the Petitionsprefented to His
Majefty, for the Alteration now made in their Favour ; in which they affirm-
ed, Tbhat they were equally willing and able to Jupport a diflin€t Governour with
divers of the Neighbouring Colonies who enjoy’d that Priviledge under His Majefly.

- T'HTS has been one Inducement to graat the Requefts made unto him 3
and, as a farther Inftance ‘of His Royal Goodnefs, apointcd a Perfon well
known to you, and whofe Condu@ in'a Station amongft you, not very difs
ferent {rom the Prefent, you have more than once had Experience of.

H 1S Majefty having been gracioufly pleafed to grant the Prayers of the
Petitions, I blieve you will think it a Duty incumbent on you to make good
on your Part the Affurances given in order to obtain the Favour defired ; and
I will make noDoubt but that your Deeds willcorrefpond with yourWords, in
raifing fuch an ample Support for His Government, in fuch a Manner, and
for {o long a Duration, as will be adequate to the Occafion you now have of
doing of it, this being the moft likely Method to induce His Majefty to con-

tinue the Favours already granted, and to make farther Additions to them.
Mr. Speaker ; :

W HEN Irecommend the raifing of a Sgppoft for the Goverﬁ;tlent,  §8

would not be underftood to mean only a Salary for the Governour (which is
but a Part of that Support) but alfo the Salaries of other Ofhcers, and a fuitable

Provifion for the other neceffary and contingent Charges, without which the

Government cannot well be adminiftred.

W HEN The Provifion for the Officers of the Government falls -under -

yourConfideration, I would recommendto you todiftinguith betweer theOfficer
and the Office, and not to fuffer the ill Condu& of an Officer to l:;:any In-
; ' ucement
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ducement to you to defiroy the Office, or leflen the Provifion neceffary for the.
Support of a neceffary Officer, and {hereby lay him under the Temptation
of taking unbecoming Methods to fupport himfelf. i
~ THE Fitnels or Unfitnefs, good or 1ll Behaviour of an Officer, when
known to me, will be a fufficient Motive to me  to continue or difplace him ;
and‘&\the Condu@ of any ofthem has beenfuchas deferves yourCenfure, 1 fhall
very much regard your Complaints, which I perfwade my felf you will take
Care fhall be always founded upon Truth, made only with, a View to “the
publick Goed, and entirely free from Partiali
Refentment. : ;
Gentlemen of the Cowncil 5 1 L
Y O U ar¢ now met for the firft Time, asa feparate and diftin& Part from

the Governour and General Affembly of the Leiflature of this Pravince 3’

your ownKngwledge and Experience makes 1t needlefs for me to fay much par-
ticularlytoyou on that Head;] affure my felf, you have fo great a Regard to the
Prefervation of His Majefty’s Royal Prerozatives, and the juft Libertics of thel
Inhabitants of this Province (both abfolutely neceflary to be kept entire). that,
vouwill confentto noBills that feemtoyouto havethe leaft Tendency to 1mpair
cither. You are alfo appointed t6be Councellors to the Governour, very much
Sy i the Adminifiration 5 your Advice in all Cafes convenient, and 1n
fome neceffary, and which I fhall on all Occafions - gladly receive. I cannot
eratefully enough acknowledge the Honour His Majefly. has done me, in ap-
pointing me to govern this Province, ‘and 1anynot infenfible how unequal I
fhall be to the Tafk, without your friendly and fincere Affiftance, upon which
I very much depend, and therefore hope that in Council you will freely fpeak
vour Sentiments, and that none of you will recommend any Perfon to me to
be continued, or made any Officer ‘1 the Government, of whofe Probity, good
Morals, Fitnefs, Sufficiency, and firm Attachment “to the -prefent-rHufirious
reigning Family you are not very well affared. I know you can fo very well
diftinguith between authoritative and prudential Advice, as to give either of
them properly, ‘and both of them in {oagreeable a Manner as to be attended
with the moft fuirable Effet.
 Gentlemen of the Council and Affembly s A

I FIND a Saying very much obtain, That if a Governour will give the
People good Laws, they will [upport the Government » This fuppofes the Gover-
nour’s making of thofe good Laws(viz. [uch asthe Pzople think fb)to be a Condi-

_tion precedent to their giving a Support 5 and, exprefs’d 1in other Terms,

means no.more, than, if the Governgur will do bis Duty, the Affembly will do
theirs 5 and implys a Neoative, That if the Governour does ot do what they
conceive bis Duty, the Affembly will not do theirs 5 fuppofing the Negle& or Fai-
luré on his Part a fufficient Juftification for the like Conduék on theirs. . Was
a Governour the fole Legiflator or Lawaivet, and Laws like other Comodi-
ties to be purchased.in open Market, what is faid would appear more reafon-
able ‘than the prefent Circumftances of Thnis will admit it to do, but
then thie Confequence would be, That every Law muft be paid for, and . the
more it " twas wanted, or defired, the bigher would be the Price.. L

H O'W. much foever a.Governour may be pleafed with: fuch a Scituation
of Things, I can hardly think the Governed will (if they rightly confider it)
think fuch Circumftances eligible.” = (| b :

G O O D Laws generally take their Rife from-ill Prattices, and are made
to prevent the like, for the future 5 fometimes from ‘well grounded Views of
publick Benefit to arife by them 3 and it is the true Intereft of the chief Ma-

giftrate, not only to affent to fuch, - but to-‘prc'jipofe‘ them him fclf, when he
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fees the Neceffity or Convenience of them; fuch Lews (when well eXeCﬁtcd'S'

are the real and true Support of all Government, which muft foon' fink intoCon?
tempt without them, To fuppofe that a Governour will deny His Affentto' Laws
of this Kind, when truly and properly penn’d, folely to anfwer fuch Ends;
and not clog’d with Claufes of a different Intention, 1s fuppofing,” That! he
will a& againft hisown Intereft, as well as that of the'Community, which
Governours (fit for fuch a Truft) have feldom been‘obferv’d to do. SRS
. THE pafling of good and neceffary Laws, and the raifing Monéy fof
the publick Service fufficient to Support the Government in all its Parts, I
take to be equally Duties, each Independant of the other ; and the laft as
much for the true Intereft of the Community as the firft'; for unlefs the
Dignity of the Magistracy be {upported fuitably to their feveral Stations]
.they can hardly efcape falling 1nto Contempt, and being fo, will bé render’d
uncapable to put any Laws duely in Execution ; or be laid under ftronsTemp-
tations of having Recourfe to- violent Meafures or the Ufe ‘of unbecoming ‘Arts
to Support themfelves, In all which Cafes Magiftracy and Laws intended to
promote the Good of the whole, are render'd inadequate to, or deftru@ive
of the Ends for which they were made.

M O R E than this is needlefs for me to fay on this Head, to Men who fo
well underftand the Natureof Things, and wholbelievecome to this Meeting
with ftrong Inclinfations and f{incere Intentions to do every Thing in their
Power conducive to the publick Good. As that ought to be the only Thing
mn View, if in your Debates concerning the Methods moft proper to pro-
mote it, you preferve a Calmnefs and Temper fuirable to the Occafion, you
will then have the full Ufe of that Reafon God has blefs’d you with, and
your Endeavours then moft likely to be attended with Succefs, .

T HE making Laws for the Difcouragement of Vice, Immorality and
““Prophanenefs, have been common Topicks of Recommeéndation, and even
when confin’d to the narrow Limits of Prophbane Swearing; Curfing, Drunken-
mefs, Lewdnefs, indecent and unfit Bebaviour in Places and Times appropriated
for the Divine Worfbip, has not been without its Ufe, and would have been
more Beneficial to the Publick, if the pecuniary Mul&s laid on them had
been apply’yd to the Purpofes direted by the Laws in fuch Cafes; which (if
I am| rightly inforn’’d) has not been done 3 andif fo, Care fhould be taken
to prevent any Milapplication for the future: Bat) Vice and Immorality - are
Words which may ade:it a much larger Signification; extetiding to-Men 1n all
the Relations they ftand in to each othér, or the Publick 3 any Thing know-
ingly done to the Prejudice or Hurt of arother, being contraryto the Rules
of Morality 3 and to prevent ill A&ions, “and - make Man* better and wifer,
or at leaft to hinder them from growing worfe; is, or thould be the Intention
of all human Laws. By ot ke 10 g

I'T is the Bufinefs of Courts of Judicature to enquire into Offences of
every kind, and give Relief to thofe who apply to'them, and proper Punifh-
ment to Offenders ; but 1t is the Bufinefs of the Legiflature by {uitable Laws to
enable and Oblige them to do this effeitually. hAs 5ol 30 ,

I'T 1sa hard Matter to mend a_bad World, but the hindering Men from
growing worfe than they are, is no {miall ftep” towards'it 5 Lidws- fuitably
made to punifh Frauds and Abufes of every Kind, 1o much, and I fear {o juft-
ly Complained of, is the human Means in the Power of the Legiflature to
prevent their being committed for the futare; = ' o oo oLt

ALL the Moral Virtues feem to be compriz’d under the Terms of Fuflice
and Honefly, and it is God_only can_make Men fo : but itis the Bufinefs of
the Legiflature to make it dangerous for Men to be otherwife, Great Care

fhould
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fhould be taken that all the Comodities exporred from this Province to foreign
Markets fhould be good in their Kind, and_ that no Fraud fhoald be ufed in
the Manufatturing, or in the contents of the Cafks or other Veldels in which
they are brought to a Market; this may be expenfive to us, but Iam perfwa-
ded that the Benefit of the Reputation we may acquire by it, will more than
countervale that Charge ; and I am of Opinion that the more dirett you
make your Importations, the better for the whole, which only thould have
Weight with you,

T HE Methods of Obtaining publick 7uﬂ'iceb ought to be made plain and.

eafy, and not loaded with an Expence more difficult to bear, than the Wro ngs.
endeavour’d'to be redrefs’d by it, fo that the Poor have no Reafon to difpair
of meeting with all the Relief they are intitled to, as well as the Rich 5 all

Trick and Chicane of impudent and knavith Pretenders to Law ought to be

difcouraged ;on the other fide, all the Officers concern’d in the Adminiftation
of  Fuflice, thould be well and fuitably provided for, according to yourAbility,
that they need not be under any Temptation of ufing Methods unbecoming

.theirChara&ers to provide for themfelves.

T H E Minifterial Officers thould be kept ftri&ly to their Duties, and the -

Bounds of it made {o certain and plain, that they thould not ignorantly tranfz
grefs. Such of the Statutes of England, not declarative of the common Law,
wherein the Plantations are not named, and which may admit of Debate
whether they extend or not, if the Reafon of them extends, and fit for you,
1t would not be amifs to enad the like here.

Y O U never had fo favourable an Opportunity as the'prefent, to raife the
drooping Head of this Province, and make it as happy asa Concurrence of good
Circumflances,will admit, your Prudence may dire& you to make the beft
Ufe of it, an3~ ot fuffer 1t to be Irrietrievably loft. :

1 fhall very readily Affent to all Bills fit for Me,. and_in_my Power to Af-

fent unto, that you-fhall agree to prefent for that Purpofe, and others you
will not, I Hope, Propofe : But as I would ngt blindly Afent to any Bill,
without knowing whether I may, and whether it is fit for'me rodo it if
I might, Copies thould be given of all Bills paffed by either Houfe, that they
may be confider’d of, ,‘ ‘ v

T HE alternate fitting of Affemblies at Amboy and Burlington, and keep-
ing of the Secretary’s Office in two Places, fo remote from each other, 15 2

Peculiarity in thisProvince, diffetent, I think, from any other on the Conti-

nent under His Majefty’s Government, and, fome think, tends much to keep

up, both the Name of Divifion and the Thing. As you are now become
entirely a Seperate Government, and in all Frobability likely to continue fo,
if it be not your own Faults, there will be a Neceffity of making a fuirable
Provifion for 2 Governour, and Conveniences prepared for his Dwelling, and’

‘Houfes for the meeting of the-Afembly, Councils, and Courts, not far dife

tant from the Place that thall be pitch’d upon for his Abode. In the doing
of which, the publickGood and conveniency, and not the privateAdvantage or
Banefit of any Place or Men, fhould folely Influence your Debates.

W H AT Eundeavours have been ufed andPropofals made n this Province,
to obtain-a Diftin® Governour from that of New-York, you or.-fome, of you,
I believe well know.- _ K el

T HE Thing is done,and at no {fmall Expence; which i»‘perfwade my felf

will be duly confider’d of by you. : A
i _ , LEWIS MORRIS,
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Printed bf Jobn Peer Zenger, 1738.




