
NEW JERSEY 

([ourt of <!trots anb Q\ppcals. 1 

Between 
JorrN T. BRICKEL and Wife and JonN 

H. VREELAND, 
Appellants, 

and 
JonN II. V. VANDUYNE, 

Appellee. 

On Bill of 
Appeal. 

Bill oC Complaint. 

IN CIUNCERY OF NEW JERSEY. 

To the Honorable BENJAMIN WrLLIAMsoN, Chancellor of the 
State of New Jersey : 

Humbly complaining, shows unto yonr IIonor, your 
orator, John II. V. VRnduyne, of the township of Pequan-
niack, in the county of Morris and State of New Jersey: 
That he was thirty-three years of age on the twenty-second 
day of March, eighteen hundred and fifty-five; that his 
father was Nicholas V andnyne, late of the said township 
of Pequannock, and that the mother of yonr orator, the 
wife of the said Nicholas Vanduyne, was the sister of 
Raebel, the first wife of J obn H. Vreeland, one of the de-
fendants in this suit. 

And your orator further shows, that the said John H. 
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2 Vreeland has resided in the said township of Pequannock 
for forty years last past and more, and now resides there ; 
that said Vreeland never begat any children; and living 
about four miles from the residence of yonr orator's father, 
and being on friendly and sociable terms with your orator's 
father and his family, and having no children of their own, 
they, the said John II. Vreeland and Rachel his wife, al-
most as soon as your orator was born, requested the father 
and mother of your orator to let them, the said John II. 
Vreeland and wife, have and take your orator, and to per-

3 mit them to adopt and keop your orator as their own son ; 
and as au inducement to your orator's parents to comply 
with their request 1·especting your orator, they, the said 
John H. Vreeland and Rachel his wife, promised and as-
sured your orator's parents that they would treat your orator 
as their own son, and that all the property which they had 
should be given to your orator, so that it would belong to 
your orator when they died . 

.A.ud your orator further shows, that after much per-
suasion and importnnity on the part of the said John H. 

4 Vreeland and Rachel his wife, and after repeatedly pro-
mising and assuring them in substance and effect that all 
the property they owned should ultimately and at their de-
cease become your orator's, and that during their lives your 
orator should be cared and provided for by them as a na-
tural son would be cared and provided for by his parents, 
the parents of your orator, with much reluctance, per-
mitted said John II. Vreeland and wife to adopt yonr 
orator as their own son, and accordingly when your orator 
was only about eight weeks old the said Vreeland and his 

5 wife took your orator to the church at Montville and had 
him baptized with the name of said Vreeland, said Vree-
land and his wife presenting your orator for baptism, and 
making the vows and promises usually made hy parents on 
such occasions ; and when your orntor was about one year 
old, said John II. Vreeland and wife took your orator to 
their own house, and from that time until your orato1· was 
about twenty-one years of age, and until after his marriage, 
he went and was entirely known and called by the name 
of John II. Vreeland . 

.A.nd your orator further shows, that he was married on 
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the tenth day of April, 1S41, and that he continued to Ii ve 6 
with and work for said John II. :Vreeland, and as bis son, 
from the time he first went to live with him until about a 
year after he was married. That about one year after your 
orator was married he commenced housekeeping on a lot 
of about ten acres adjoining the homestead farm of the 
said John II. Vreeland, but he continued to work for said 
John II. Vreeland on his farm and about his business all of 
the time until your orator was about twenty-five years of 
age, and after that your orator continued to work for said 
John II. Vreeland a great part, but not all of the time, nn- 7 
til the spring of the year 18M, since when he has not 
worked any for said John II. Vreeland, nor been requested 
to do so. 

A.nd your orator further shows, that as soon as he went 
to live with said John II. Vreeland, said Vreeland and his 
wife both taught your orator to call said Vreeland "father" 
and his wife "mother," and your orator did so call them, 
and nntinned to do so as long as ho lived with them, and 
so much was your orator called and treated as the son of 
tho said John H. Vreeland and Hachel his wife, that he 8 
supposed they were his parents, and did not know differ-
ently until he was about ten or twelve years of age • 

.And your orator further sho"·s, that when he was about 
eight years of age, the said John II. Vreeland was in ill 
health and was about to make his last will and testament, 
but before doing so he sent for your orator's father, who 
went to see said Vreeland, and the latter then inquired of 
your orator's father whether he intended to allow your 
orator to remain with him, said Vreeland, as his, said Vree-
lad's son, because he, said Vreeland, was about to make his 9 
will and testament, and if your orator was to be permitted 
to remain with him as his son, he intended to devise and 
beqnellth all his property to your orator; that your orator's 
father then and there, in answer to said Vreeland, replied 
in substance and effect that if he, said Vreeland, intended 
to and \\·ould do for and with your orator as he, said Vree-
land, had promised to do when he took your orator, he, 
your orator's father, did not intend to take your orator 
away, and never had, and thereupou said Vreeland told 
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10 your orator's father that he did intend to do as he had pro-
mised when he took yonr orator. 

And your orator further shows that he is informed, and 
believes it is true, that near to the time of the interview 
last above mentioned, the said John H. Vreeland <lid make 
and execute in due form of law a last will and testament 
in writing, in and by which he did devise and bequeath to 
your orator all of his property; but inasmuch as your ora-
tor never saw the said will, has no copy thereof, and does 
not know whether the same is now in existence, he c1nnot 

11 more particularly state the contents thereof, nor what pro-
vision was therein made for the then wife of the said John 
II. Vreeland; but your orator has been informed, and he 
believes and charges, that whatever was so given to the wife 
of the said John II. Vreeland in and by the said will, was 
given to her for her lifetime only, with remainder in fee to 
your orator. 

And your orator further shows that when he was about 
sixteen years of age, his father, thinking it would be well 
for your orator to learn some mechanical trade at all events, 

12 and very important if the said John II. Vreeland should 
not do for your orator as he had promised to do, asked 
said Vreeland whether your orator had not better have a 
trade, or words to that effect, to which said Vreeland in 
substance and effect replied, that there was no use in your 
orator's going to a trade as he bad trade enough for your 
orator, and that he could not spare your orator, nor put 
any one in the place of your orator for two hundred dol-
lars a year who would do as well at his work and busine,s 
as your orator, and that he, said Vreeland, would see that 

13 your orator should have enough and be better provided for 
than if he learned a trade, that he bad always intended to 
give all his property to your orator, and would do so. And 
thereupon your orator and his parents, relying ur,on and 
confiding in that promise, your orator continued to live 
with said John II. Vreeland as he had done before, and by 
reason of those promises of said Vreeland, your orator 
never went to learn a trade, and never learned one. 

And your orator further shows that his father so implicit-
ly and fully relied upon the promises and assurances so as 
aforesaid made to him in respect to your orator, by the 
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said John II. Vreeland and wife, that when the father of 14 
your orator, shortly before his death, made his last will and 
testament, bearing date October the third, 1842, he gave 
nothing to your orator thereby, but he gave to his wife the 
use of nearly his whole estate during her widowhood or 
natural life, and divided the remainder thereof equally 
among all his children, excepting your orator's brother 
Stephen, who was giveu four hundred dollars more than the 
others, and excepting your orator, who was given nothing 
in and by the said will, as by reference to a duly certified 
copy of said will, to which your orator prays leave to i-efer, 15 
will more fully appear. 

And your orator further shows that the value o! his 
father's estate was about seven thousand dollars, and that 
your orator had at the death of his father six brothers and 
one sister, and that the reason and the only reason why the 
father of your orator did not by his last will and testament 
give to your orator a share of his property equal with your 
orator's brothers' and sister's share thereof, was because the 
saiu John II. Vreeland had so frequently and unq.ualifiedly 
promised and assured him that he, the said John H. Vree- 16 
land, would give by his last will to your orator all his, said 
Vreeland's, property-which, if done, would give to your 
orator more property than any of your orator's brothers or 
sister would receive from their father; and your orator is 
informed and believes, and charges, that your orator's father, 
when his last will and testament was being drawn, stated 
to the scrivener who. drew said will his reason for not giv-
ing anything to yonr orator thereby, and that the reason he 
then assigned was, substantially, the same one above stated, 
and your orator shows and charges that had not said Vree- 17 
land made the assurances to your orator's father in respect 
to your orator, as hereinbefore stated, and had not your 
orator's father confided in and relied upon the said assur-
ances and promises, your orator's father would have be-
queathed and devised to your orator a share of his estate 
equal to the shares he gave to your orator's sister and 
brothern. 

And your orator further shows tlrnt his father departed 
this life in the latter part of the month of October, eigh-
teen hundred and forty-two, without having ever revoked 
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18 and annulled or cancelled the will so made by him as here-
inbefore stated, by means whereof all the property of yonr 
orator's father passed to other persons than yonr orator, and 
your orator has received no part thereof. 

. .A.nd your orator further shows that so fully and distinct-
ly did Rachel, the first wife of the said John H. Y re eland, 
understand and acknowledge that your orator had become 
the adopted son of her and her said husband, upou the un-
derstanding and agreement that their said p~operty should 
be left and given to your orator at their death, that on or 

19 about the twenty-sixth day of May, 1848, said Rachel made 
what purported to he her last will and testament, bearing 
date the day and year last aforesaid, in and by which she 
gave and devised to your orator, in fee simple, all her· 
lands, tenements and real estate whatsoever and whereso-
ever situated ; that said will was executed in the presence 
of three subscribing witnesses, and was made by the said 
Rachel nuder the belief that she could make a valid last 
will and testament, devising such lands as she owned in 
fee ; and although the said last mentioned will by reason of 

20 the coverture of the said Rachel was null and void, and 
your orator took nothing thereby, yet your orator submits 
that the making of said will by said Rachel clearly shows 
how she understood and regarded the obligations nuder 
which she and her husband rested as to your orator, and 
that she was willing and desirous to perform and discharge 
the same on her part. 

.A.nd your orator further shows that said Rachel departed 
this life on or about the eighteenth day of March, 1849, 
and your orator prays leave to refer to a duly certified copy 

21 of the said last will and testament of said Rachel, if he 
shall be ad vised so to do. 

.A.nd your orator further shows that the said John H. 
Vreeland not only frequently promised and assured the 
father and the mother of your orator that he would, in 
consideration of your orator having been adopted by him, 
said -Vreeland, as his son, leave.and give to your orator all 
of his property, and that your orator at his death should 
have and receive from him all his property and estate, but 
he also frequently, and times more than your orator can 
enumerate, promised to and assured your orator of the same 
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thing, making to your orator such promises and assurances 22 
from time to time, from the time your orator was about 
sixteeen years of age until the year 1854, and your orator 
believed in and relied upon those promises and assurances, 
and in consideration thereof, lived with and worked for the 
said John II. Vreeland, and endeavored to the best of his 
power and ability faithfully and devotedly to serve him, 
and to deport himself in all respects as a dutiful son should 
do towards his father, and until after the second marriage 
of the said John II. Vreeland, the service and conduct of 
your orator for and towards the said John II. Vreeland 23 
were satisfactory to him, and he frequently expressed his 
approbation of the conduct of your orator, and his favora-
ble appreciation of the services of your orator, not only to 
your orator, but to anJ in the hearing of many other per-
sons. 

And your orator further shows that the said John II. 
Vreeland from the year 1823, until about the year 1854, 
not only promised to your orator and his parents to treat 
your orator as his son, and give him, at his death, all of his 
property; but said Vreeland dnring all that period admitted, 24 
1rom time to time, that he had made such promises, and he, 
said Vreeland, during nearly all that time, your orator has 
no doubt, intended so to do, and in accordance with that 
purpose and intention, between the year 1823 and the first 
of Jan nary 1843, as your orator has been credibly informed 
and believes, said Vreeland made at least two different 
wills and testaments, in and by both of which, after making 
provision for the support of his wife during her lifetime, he 
gave all or nearly all of the residue of his property to your 
orator. 25 

And your orator further shows, that he has been informed 
and he believes and charges, that one of the two last men-
tioned wills was written by Dr. Ezekiel B. Gaines, and the 
other one by Marcus D. L. Gaines, and your orator prays 
that in case the said wills or either of them are or is in ex-
istence, your orator not having them, or either of them, and 
not knowing where they are, the said John H. Vreeland 
may be ordered and required to produce them, that they 
may be offered in evidence in this cause. 

And your orator further shows, that he is informed and 
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26 believes, that on or about the fourth day of January, 1843, 
the said John II. Vreeland made and executed, in due form 
of law, another will and testament, bearing date the day and 
year last aforesaid, and which was drawn by one George 
G. Sickles, now a counsellor at law in the city of New 
York, in and by which last mentioned will said Vreeland 
gave legacies to two persons, amouunting to fifty-one dol-
lars, bequeathed some personal property to your orator, the 
residue to his ,vife Rachel, and gave to your orator all his 
lauds and real estate, after the death of his said wife Ra-

2'7 chel, in fee, subject only to the payment of nine dollars 
annually, to the true Reformed Dutch Ohurch of Montville, 
in half-yearly payments, subject to certain qualifications 
and conditions, upon the happiness of which said payments 
to said church should cease. .A.nd your orator and one 
Abraham 0. Vanduyne, in and by the said last mentioned 
will, were appointed the executors thereof . 

.A.nd your orator further shows, that in and by the said 
last mentioned will, the said John II. Vreeland describes 
and calls your orator as "my adopted sou John Henry V. 

28 Vanduyne," and "my beloved adopted son, John Henry J 
V. Y anduyne, the son of Nicholas M. Vanduyne," as by 
reference to the said will, now in possession of, or under 
the control of the said John II. Vreeland, will more fully 
and at large appear, to which, when produced by the said 
John II. Vreeland, as your orator prays it may be, under 
the order of this Court, your orator prays leave to refer, 
and he also prays leave to refer to a copy of the said last 
mentioned will, in case the original shall or cannot be pro-
duced, and a copy thereof can be procured. 

29 .A.nd your orator further shows, that he has been in-
formed and believes, that after the making of the la,t men-
tioned will, and before the death of his wife, Rachel, but 
the exact year or time yonr orator does not know, the said 
John II. Vreeland made another will and testament, which 
was written by one Josiah Speer, in and by which he made 
some not important provisions as to other persons than your 
orator, slightly different from the will made on the 4th of 
January, 1843, but made new devises and bequests in fa. 
vor of your orator, substantially the same as those made in 
his favor in the will dated 4th January, 1843, which last 
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made will, your orator charges, is in the possession of said 30 
Vreeland, and your orator prays that he may be required 
by the order of this Court to produce it, that your orator 
may offer the same in evidence. 

And your orator further shows, that he has been informed 
by the said John II. Vreeland, as well as by others, and he 
believes it is true, that shortly after the death of Rachel, 
the finst wife of said John H. Vreeland, he, said Vreeland, 
made another will and testament, also written by Josiah 
Speer, the <late of which your orator does not know, in and 
by which said Y reeland, as he informed your orator, de- 31 

'i vised and bequeathed all his estate, real and personal, to 
your orator, saYing and excepting a few small bequests to 
other pe1 sons, not amounting in the aggregate to over one 
hundred dollars, which last mentioned will, your orator 
charges, is in ,aid Vreeland's possession, and he prays that 
said Vreeland may be ordered and require<l to also produce 
this last mentioned will and testament that it may be of-
fered in evidence by your orator. 

And your orator further shows nnto your IIonor, that 
l) / about the month of September, 1840, the said John II. 32 

Vreeland intermarried with one :Maria Ackerson, a widow, 
ancl that shortly after his said secoml marriage, said Vree-
lancl made another will and testament, in and by which 
said Vreeland, as be informed your orator, provided for 
the payment, to bis seconcl wife, of a certain sum yearly, 
during her natural life, or wiclowhood, for her support, but 
the amount thereof your orator does not remember, and 
by the ,aid last mentioned will, gave to your orator the 
residue of his property, excepting one or two very small 
and unimportant legacies. Aud your orator likewise prays 33 
that said Vreelancl may be required, by the order of this 
Court, to produce the said last mentioned will, that your 
orntor may offer the same in eviclencc in this cause, be, 
said Vreeland, having, as your orator charges, possession 
thereof. 

And your orator farther shows, that he has been in-
formee, ancl he believes it is true, that about a year after 
tho said seconcl marriage of said Vreeland, be, said Vree-
land, macle and executed another will, which was Wl'itten 
by one Doctor :Maynard, the provisions of which are un-

2 
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34 known to your orator, except that he has been informed and 
believes that it gave nothing whatever to your orator, but gave 
all the property of said Vreeland to other persons. And 
your orator further shows, that he has been informed and 
he believes it to be trnc, t!;at about the spring of the year 
li:>54, the said John II. Vreeland made still another will 
and testament, which was written by one Jonathan Provost, 
and which, so far as your orator is concemed, was the same 
in its provisions, as the last preceding will written by Dr. 
1.Iaynard; and your orator fortherprays,that said John H. 

35 Vreeland, by the order of this honorable Court, may be 
required to produce the two last mentioned wills, that they 
may be offered in evidence by yonr orator in this cause, 
said Vreeland having the possession or control of both of 
said "·ills. 

:uHl your orator further show~, that lie has been informed, 
an,1 he believes and charges it to be true, that since the 
year 1 ~23, said Vreelancl has made several wills besides 
those Lerninbefore particularly mentioned, and that in all 
of the wills which said Vreeland made from the year 1823, 

36 until his second marriage, he devised and bequeathed to 
yom orator all, or the principal part of his property. 

And yonr orator sho,n,, as heroin before stated, that up 
to, and until after the second marriage of the said John II. 
Vreeland, your orator continued to live upon the most 
friouclly terms with ~aid 1Treeland, and without dispute or 
complaint of any kind existing hotwcen them, your orator 
eudoa-rnring to serYe the mid John II. Vreeland faithfully, 
and he expressing himself satisiicd with your orator's con-
1luct, your orator resided, after he commenced keeping 

37 honse, and until the spring of 1~54, about one-eighth of a 
mile from the residence of said Vreeland, and cl uring all 
that time sened said Y reelaud, whenever requested so to 
do, and in whatever service he required, and particularly 
in taking his produce to market and selling it for him . 

.And your orator farther shows that said Vreeland had, 
and received for his own benefit and the labor of your ora-
tor, from the time your orator was old enough to do any 
work, until he was twenty-ti rn years of age, and from the 
time last mentioned until the spring of the year 1S5i, a 
considerable part of the time of your orator, and as near as 
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he can tell, one-half of his time was devoted to working 38 
and laboring for the said Vreeland. That your orator 
never kept any account of his said work and labor against 
said Vreeland, and so far as your orator knows, and as be 
believes said Vreeland never kept any accounts against 
your orator for anything your orator had or received from 
him, but your orator and said Vreeland lived and worked 
and dealt together, as father and son do, where perfect good 
feeling and confidence exists between them. And although 
your orator, owing to the fact that no accounts have been 
kept by him, is enabled to tell how much the value of the 39 
labor he has done for said Vreeland exceeds the value of 
what he has received from said Vreeland, yet he thinks 
and believes that the balance, if rightfully and justly made 
up, would be from fifteen hundred to two thousand dollars 
in his favor, and among his reasons for so believing, are the 
facts that he did a great deal of useful work for Vreeland, 
on bis farm, before he was twel vc years of age; that your 
orator, after he was twelve years of age, never went to 
school, but stayed with said Vreeland, devoting himself all 
the time to the service of said Vreeland, upon and about 40 
his farm; your orator, as early as when he was only twelve 
years of age, ploughed and mowed, and did all kinds of 
farming work, and soon after the age of twelve years your 
orator did as much work for said Vreeland every clay as 
any workman he, said Vreeland, could employ, and so con-
tinued to labor until your orator was twenty-five yearn of 
age, said Vreeland never pretending to pay your orator 
anything in the shape of wages . 

.And your orator further shows that for some months 
after the second marriage of said Vreeland, his manner to- 41 
wards your orator was very much the same as it had al ways 
previously been; but in the latter part of July, in the year 
1850, said Vreeland seemed altered in his manner towards 
your orator, and appeared to be in some way dissatisfied 
with and hostile towards your orator, but he made no com-
plaints or charges against your orator, to your orator, and 
your orator did not know and could not see any real cause 
for his altered deportment, and no disputes occurred be-
tween him and yonr orator, and your orator in the latter 
part of the summer, and in the fall of that year, did con-
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42 siderable work and labor for said Vreeland, as he had pre-
viously worked, and matters combined in pretty much the 
same way, until the winter of 1853--'.Jc, but on one or two 
occasions, between the year 1851, and the year 185.Jc, said 
Vrneland requested your orator to give him a rcciept in 
full, and in that and in other ways indicated that bis feel-
ings towards your orator were changed, and that he wished 
to cast off and cut off your orator from him. Your orator 
attributed, and as he believes, correctly, the changed de-
meanor of said Vreeland towards your orator to the infln-

43 ence of his, said Vreeland's, wife, she, by her conduct and 
manner, clearly to be seen, but not easily to be described, 
soon after she came to said Vreeland's house, showed to 
your orator that she felt unfriendly towa,·ds him, aud dis-
liked to see said Vreeland reposing confidence in your 
orator, she doing all she could, as your orator believes, to 
cause an estrangement between them, said Vreeland and 
your orator. But during all this time no dispute or quarrel 
took place between said Vreeland and your orator, m,d up 
to the year 1854, said Vreeland continued to assure your 

44 orator that all his, said Vreeland's, property would, at and 
soon after his death, be your orator's, and never informed 
your orator, nor gave him to understand, that he had made 
any will or wills, by which all of his property was devised 
and bequeathed to other persons than your orator ; and 
yom orator further shows, that he never heard of said 
wills as those last mentioned, until after the spring of the 
year 1854, and all be has since learned in reference there-
to has been learned from other persons than the defend-
ants. 

45 And your orator further shows that seeing the unfriend-
ly state of feelings had towards your orator, by the ,rife of 
said Vreeland, and his, at times, changed manner towards 
your orator, fearing that if yom orator continued near him, 
and working for him, some quarrel or dispute would arise, 
and hearing that said Vreeland said he was not going to 
have anything more to do with your orator; your orator, 
about the 1st of April, 1854, removed from the place where 
he had previously resided to another place, about fom miles 
distant, where l,e has ever since resided, and since he so 
removed he has not worked for said Vreeland, and hau. 
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but little intercourse with him, and since he so removed 46 
said Vreeland has never requested your orator to work for 
or assist him, nor did your orator over, at any time, when 
he was not sick and unable to work, refuse to work for or 
assist said Vreeland, when requested so to do . 

.A.nd your orator further shows that said Vreeland is now 
aged about sixty-seven years, and is whimsical and change-
able in his disposition, and very liable to be influenced and 
misled. And your orator has been informed and believes, 
and be charges it to be true, that shortly after the making 
of the deed of conveyance, hereinafter mentioned, John T. 47 
Brickell, one of the grantees therein named, said and de-
clared that the said John II. Vreeland was crazy, and was 
not, a great deal of the time, fit to transact any business, 
and did not know what he was about, or words to that pur-
port, meaning and effect . 

.A.nd yc,ur orator further shows unto your Honor, that 
the said second wife of the said John II. Vreeland, by her 
first husband had three children, two sons and one daugh-
ter, the latter named Elizabeth, and that the said daughter 
intermarried with and now is the ,,.ife of John T. Brick- 48 
ell ; that soon after the second marriage of said Vreeland, 
and ,vhile your orator lived near to and worked for said 
Vreeland, said Brickell and his wife cornmenced visiting 
said Vreeland, and frequently visited at his house, between 
the year 184c9 and the year 1~54, and during that period 
said Vreeland and his wife frequently made long visits to 
said Brickell, who then lived in the county of Bergen, in 
this State. .A.nd your orator is informed, and he believes, 
and he charges it to be trne, that during the period which 
intervened between the year 1849, and the making of the 49 
deed, hereinafter mentioned, said John T. Brickell and his 
wife, both frequently were told by said John II. Vreeland 
and his wife, or one of them, and by other persons, and well 
knew and had full notice of al I the facts and circumstances 
connected with your orator's becoming the adopted son of 
said John II. Vreeland, as herein before stated, that said 
Vreeland had adopted your orator as his son, and had pro-
mised to give your orator, after his death, all the bulk of 
his property; that he, said Vreeland, had made several 
wills and testaments, making such disposition of his pro-
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50 perty, and also that your orator, upon the faith of the ful-
filment of those promises, by said Vreeland, had lived with 
and worked for said Vreeland from early childhood until 
he was thirty years of age. 

And your orator further shows that said John H. Vree-
land being so circumstanced with reference to your orator, 
as herein before stated, and said John T. Brickell and Eliza-
beth his wife, having full notice and knowledge of all those 
circnmstauces, or of some or' tho most material of them, in 
order to cheat, injure and defraud your orator, the said 

51 John II. Vreeland and Maria his wife, on or about the 
eighth day of November, 1854, made, executed and de-
livered, under their respective hands and seals, a certain 
deed or indenture of conveyance, bearing date the day and 
year last aforesaid, in and by which said Vreeland and 
Maria his wife, for the consideration of six thousand dollars, 
as is alleged in said deed, gave, granted, bargained, sold, 
aliened, rnleased, enfeoffed, conveyed and confirmed to the 
said John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, and to their 
heirs and assigns forever, all those tracts of land and pre-

52 mises in said deed described, situate, lying and being in the 
township of Pequannock aforesaid. The first lot containing 
forty-one acres and thirty-three hundredths of an acre of 
land, the second lot containing about sixty-one acres, be 
the same more or less, and the third lot containing twenty-
eight acres and eighty-eight hundredths of an acre, be the 
same more or less. Also all the estate, right, title, interest, 
property, claim and demand whatsover of the said John II. 
Vreeland and Maria his wife, of, in and to the same, and of 
in and to every part and parcel thereof. To have and to 

53 hold all and singular the said tracts or parcels of land and 
premises with the appurtenances unto tho said John T. 
Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, their heirs and assigns, to 
the only proper use and benefit and behoof of the said 
grantees, their heirs and assigns, forever. And the said 
John II. Vreeland in and by the said deed did covenant to 
and with the said John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, that 
they, the said grantors, were the true, lrtwful and right own• 
ers of all and singular the lands and premises in said deed 
described, with the appurtenances thereunto belonging, 
and that the said lands and premises, or any part thereof at 
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the time of the sealing and delivery of said deed, were not 54 
incnmbered by any mortgage, judgment in limitation, or by 
any incumbrance whatever, by which tho title of the said 
grantees to the said lands and premises, made or intended 
to be made by said deed could or might be changed, 
charged, altered, or defeated in any way whatsoever. That 
the said grantors, at the time of the making of said deed 
had good right, full power and lawful authority to grant, 
bargain and sell, and convey the said land and premises in 
manner aforesaid, and that he, said Vreeland, wonlcl war-
rant, secure, and forever defend the said lands and premises 55 
unto the said grantors, their heirs and assigns forever, 
against tho lawful claims and demands of all and every per-
son and persons, freely and clearly, freed and discharged 
from all manner of encumbrances whatsoever, as by refer-
ence to a duly certified copy of said deed, and to which 
your orator prays leave to refer, will more fully and at large 
appear. 

And your orator further shows that the said deed pur-
ports to have been acknowledged by the said John H. 
Vreeland and Maria his wife, on the day of the date thereof, 56 
before one Garret S. Demarest, one of the Judges of the 
Court of Common Pleas of the county ot Bergen, and that 
the said deed was recorded in the office of the clerk of the 
said county of Morris, on the nineteenth day of February, 
1855, in Book F. 5 of deeds, page 32, &c. 

And your orator further shows that he has been informed, 
and he believes it is true, that shortly before the making of 
the said last mentioned deed, said Vreeland declared and 
said that he meant to fix things so that your orator could 
not get anything, and that shortly after the execution of 57 
said deed, said Vreeland was asked by one of his neighbors 
whether it was true that he deeded his farm away, or words 
to that effect. That said Vreeland stood some time with-
out making any reply, and then said that he thought that 
was a secret, but that it was true. 

And your orator further shows, that he is informed, and 
believes, that very soon after the making of the said last 
mentioned deed of conveyance, John T. Brickell said, in 
the pretence and hearing of two or more of his neighbors, 
that your orator might commence legal proceedings now as 
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58 soon as your orator plea~ed, that he, said Brickell, had 
all things fixed now, so that he was safe, anu that he would 
spend all he had iu lawing with your orator, or words of 
that purport, meaning anu effect. 

And your oratorfurtlter shows that said Vreeland owned, 
possessed, and enjoyed all of the land~ mentioned and de-
scribed in the said last mentioned deed, long before, and 
when your orator first went to live with said Vreeland, as 
herein before stated, that he continuecl to own and enjoy the 
same until the making of said deed, and that when said 

59 deed of conveyance "·as made, it embraced and conveyed 
all the lauds and real estate belonging to the said John II. 
Vreeland, and that said Vreeland siuco the making of said 
deed hds acquired no other land or real estate of any kind, 
excepting some kind of a life estate in the premises de-
scribed in said deed. 

And your orator further shows that some twelve or fifteen 
yem·s ago, said John Il. Vreeland was offered seven thou-
sand dollars for the lands and premises described in the said 
deed of conveyance, by a person who wished to purchase 

60 the same, which price said Vreeland declined to accept, 
and he further shows that at the time said Vreeland and 
wife made the said deed, the lands thereby conveyed to 
said Brickell and his wife, at least the sum of eight thou-
sand five hundred dollars. 

And your orator further shows that he has been informed, 
and he believes and charges it to be tme, that no part of 
the consideration money of six thousand dollars mentioned 
in the said deed has ever been paid in any way by said 
J oho T. Brickell or Elizabeth his wife to the said J oho IL 

61 Vreeland or Maria his wife, that said Brickell and his said 
wife have not, nor has either one of them, ever given to said 
Vreeland and his wife, or either of them, any bond, mort-
gage, promissory note, or other security whatsoever, for the 
payment of the said sum of six thousand dollars, or any 
part thereof, and that it was the understanding between 
said Vreeland and wife, and said Brickell and wife, that 
the consideration named and expressed in saitl deed should 
not be called for or required to be paid, or any part thereof. 

And your orator further shows that he has been inform-
ed, and he believes and charges it to be true, that at or 
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about the time of the execution and delivery of the said 62 
deed, the said John T. Brickell and wife, or said Brickell 
alone, executed and delivered to the said Vreeland a lease 
of the said lands and premises mentioned and described in 
the said deed, for the natural life of said Vreeland, or for 
and during the lives of the. said Vreeland and :Maria his 
wife, and the life of the survivor of them, or for some other 
term, or for a small nominal rent, and that such lease, or 
agreement in the nature of a lease, was the consideration 
and the only consideration given, or ever agreed to he given, 
by said Brickell and wife or either of them to said Vree- 63 
land for the s>1id deed. That your orator docs not know the 
form or particulars of the said lease or agreement, but he 
believes and charges that the substance and effect thereof 
were and are to reserve to said Vreeland, for his own life, 
at least, a life estate in the said lands and real estate in tlie 
said lands and real estate described in the said deed, and to 
defer the beneficial operation and effect of the said deed in 
favor of the grantees therein named, until the death of him, 
the said John II. Vreeland, and your orator prays that said 
Vreeland and Brickell and wife may be ordered and re- 64 
quired to disclose the said lease or agreement in the nature 
of a life lease, by setting out the same in full in their answer 
or answers, and that they may produce the same, that it 
may be offered in evidence in tliis case by your orator. 

And your orator further Rhows that at the time of, or 
soon after, the making ot the said deed, the said John T. 
Brickell and wife moved upon the premises therein de-
scribed, and that they have resided there ever since with 
said Vreeland, and that said Brickell has given out and 
said, and your orator charges that it is true, that he is wol'k- 65 
ing and farming the said premises for said Vl'eeland upon 
shares, receiving one-half of the produce thereof. · 

And your orator further shows that the said J obn II. 
Vreeland, besides the goods and chattels upon his farm and 
in and about bis house, owned little, if any, personal pro-
Jel'ty, and that at or about the time said B1-ickell moved upon 
he said farm of said Vreeland, the latter sold to the former 
ie-half of all the stock and personal property upon said 
.·m. 
;A.nd your orator further shows, and he believes and 

3 
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66 charges it to be true, that in the summer of the year 1855, 
the assessor of taxes in and for the said township of Pe-
quonnock, called upon said Vreelancl and inquired of him 
as to ,drnt taxable propert,v he owned, and that ,aicl Yree-
land then informed the saill as,essor that he had conveyed 
his farm to said Brickell; that the latter person owned said 
farm ; that he, said Vreeland, had received nothing, and 
was not to receive anything for said farm; that he had re-
ceived the money for half his stock, but nothing for his 
farm, and that the whole value of his property, as he stated 

67 to said assessor, was six hundred dollars, for and upon which 
amount, and no more, the said assessor assessed tax agaiust 
said Vreeland. 

And your orator further shows, that said Yreeland by said 
conveyance to said Brickell and wife, and by his sales and 
gifts to said Brickell, has divested himself of nearly all his 
property, and that all the property now owned by said 
Vreeland, exclusive of his life estate or other limited in-
terest in said farm, "·ill not exceed in value the sum of six 
or eight hundred dollars; an(l your orator expressly charges, 

68 that ,aid Vreeland, he thus voluntarily divesting himself of 
his property, has incapacitated himself, and rendered it im-
possible for him to fulfil and perform his promises and 
obligations to your orator, and that said Vreeland thus in-
capacitated and di,abled himself for the object and pur-
pose, and "·ith the intent to injure, wrong and defraud yom 
orator, and that the said John T. Brickell and Elizabeth 
his wife, received and accepted the said deed with and for 
the same object, pmposc and intent. 

And your orator further shows, that the said John II. 
6!) Vreeland has fraudulently and entirely refused lo fulfil 

and perform his aforesaid promise, so as aforesaid made, to 
and in favor of your orntor, and has also voluntarily and 
fraudulently rendered himself incapable of performing the 
sarne, aml that the said John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his 
wife, hal'e also frudulently and unlawfully combined and 
confederated with the sai<l John II. Vreeland to defraud 
and injme your orator in the premises. 

And 11011· so it is, may it please your Honor, that the said· 
defendants John II. Vreeland, John T. Brickell and Eliza>· 
beth his wife, combining and confederating with diverJr 
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other persons at present unl71own to your orator, but whose 70 
names when discovered your orator prays may be inserted 
in this his bill of complaint, with apt and proper words to 
charge them as defendants hereto, to injure and aggrieve 
your orator in the premises, not only refuse to fulfil and 
perform the promises and agreements made, to and in favor 
of your orator by the said John II. Vreeland as herein be-
fore stated, bu_t they, the said defendants, sometimes pre-
tend and give out in speeches, that the said John II. Vree-
land never did promise and agree to give to your orator all 
or the main bulk of his estate, to be held and enjoyed by 71 
your orator immediately after the death of said Vreeland 
as herein before stated, and that if he did so promise and 
agree, that such promise and agreement was not binding 
upon him, the said Vreeland, and that he may lawfully dis-
regard and refuse to observe and keep such promises when-
ever he may see fit, ever after the father of your orator, 
and yom orator has confided in and acted upon such pro-
mises, and fully performed that which was the considera--
tion for such promises and agrement; whereas your orator 
expressly charges the contrary of both of those pretences 72 
to be true; at other times the said defendants pretend that 
if the said John H. Vreeland did adopt your orator as his 
son, and your orator did live with and work for him as 
hereiubefore stated, yet your orator did not deport himself 
towards the said John H. Vreeland as au adopted son should 
do, and did not fully, fairly and properly perform all those 
duties, and do all those things which by reason of, and as 
incident to the relation between yom orator and said V ree-
land, devolved upon your orator to do and perform, and 
that tho rriisconduct and defaults of your orator were such 73 
as authorized and justified said Vreeland to refuse, and fail 
to perform and fulfil his said promise and agreement in favor 
of and for the benefit of yonr orator; whereas your orator 
expressly charges that all of these last mentioned pretences 
are utterly untrue, and that the opposite and contrary of 
those pretences is true. At other times the said defendants 
give ont and pretend, that although the said John II. Vree-
land did promise and agree to give your orator all of his 
property as hereinbefore stated, that yet, notwithstanding, 
your orator from time to time received valuable things from 
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74 said Vreeland, which were a sufficient and just compensa· 
tiQn and remuneration to your orator for all the work and 
labor done and performed by your orator for said Vreeland ; 
whereas your orator charges the contrary thereof to be true, 
and your orator farther srntes and charges, that said Vree-
land never paid or delivered to your orator anything in the 
way of wages, or as payment to an ordinary hireling or 
servant, but that what he gave to your orator was g;ven to 
him as a father makes gifts to his son. 

And your orator further charges and insists, that if it 
75 were true (but it is not) that said Vreeland bas given to 

and bestowed upon your orator as much in value, as the 
value of the senice done and pedurmed by your orator for 
said Vreeland, that that fact would furnish no valid ground 
or reason why said Vreeland sl,onld not perform his said 
pr<>mise, and could not alld should not relieve or release 
him from the performance thereof; and at other times the 
said clefclldants or some (If them give out and pretend, that 
your orator cannot have any relief as against the real 
estate of the said John II. Yi-eeland, because they say that 

76 said John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, were pm• 
chaser:i of the same of said Vreeland, for a good and valu-
able consideration in good faith, and without any notice 
whaternr; that your orator was the adopted son of the said 
John 11. Vreeland ; that your orator had been so adopted 
by said Vreeland's promising and agreeing to give to your 
orator all or the greate1· part of his property, so that your 
orator should have and hold the same as. his own, at the 
death of said V rceland, or that your orator in consideration 
thereof, and relying up0n that pr.:-mise being fulfilled, had 

71 lived with and worked for said Vreeland from his child-
hood, until he was thirty years of age; whereas your orator 
expre,sly charges the contrary thereof to be trnc; and he 
further expres,ly charges, that not only had said Brickell 
and wife foll and sufficient notice of all the last mentioned 
facts, but that the very object and notice they had in view 
in obtaining and receiving from said Vreeland and his 
wife the aforesaid deed fur said Vreeland's lands, was to 
place it out of the power of said Vreeland, and to render 
him incapable to perform and fulfil his aforPsaid promise 
and ,agreement, made to and for your orator ; and your 
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orator further charges, that said Brickell and wife, neither 78 
• gave nor promised to give said Vreeland anything for said 

lands, which as against your orator is a good or lawful con-
sideration ; and your orator further expressly charges, that 
as against your orator said deed from said Vreeland and 
his wife to said Brickell and his wife, is fraudulent, illegal 
and void, all which actings, doings and pretences of the 
said defendants are contrary to equity and good conscience, 
and tend to the manifest wrong and injury of your orator; 
in tender consideration whereof, and for as much as your 
orator is without adequate remedy in the premises by the 79 
strict rnles of the common law, and without the resistance 
of this honorable Court, where matters of this nature are 
particularly cogni~able and relievable. 

To the encl therefore, that the said defeudante and their 
confederates when discovered, may upon their several and 
respective oaths or affirmations full, true, direct, perfect and 
distinct answer make to all and singular the matters here-
in before stated and charged, as folly and particularly as if 
the same were hereinafter repeated, and they thereunto 
particularly interrogated paragraph by paragraph, and that 80 
not only as to the best of their respective knowledge and 
remembrance, but also as to the best of their several and re-
spective information and beiief, and especially that the said 
John H. Vreeland may state, set forth aod show whether he 
did not make and execute the several wills and testaments 
herein before alleged to have been made by him, and whether 
the gifts, devises and bequests of said several wills as respects 
your orator were not as hereinbefore stated, and may fully 
and particularly state what the gifts, bequests and clevises 
in said wills contained were as respects your orator, whether 81 
said wills are now in existence or destroyed, and if an.y of 
them have been destroyed, which of them, and when, where, 
how and why destroyed, and who wrote the said several wills, 
and when and who were the witnesses to them, and whether 
he, the said John H. Vreeland, from the year 1823, until 
the present time, made any other wills than those herein be-
fore mentioned, and if so, , hen, the dates thereof, by whom 
written, who were the subscribing witnesses to them,where 
said wills now are, and what gifts, devises and bequests, if 
any were made in them, in favor of or to your orator. 

' 
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82 Also, whether ho, the said John H. Vreeland, before he 
conveyed said farm to said Brickell and wife, ever told the 
said John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, or either of 
them, or gave them to understand, or over heard. any other 
person tell them, or ever heard them or either of them 
say that they had heard or been told that yonr orator 
was the adopted snn of him, said Vreeland, that he, said 
V recland had adopted your orator as his son when your 
orator was a very small child, and had your orator 
christened with his own na])1e; that he promised or in-

83 tended to give or leave to your orator his property, so 
that it should be your orator's after his, said Vreeland's, 
death; that your orator had lived with and worked for 
him, said Vreeland, until after your orator was married, 
and had worked for him after that, and up to the time 
when Brickell and wife began to visit said Vreeland; 
and that he, said Vreeland, had made a will, or several 
wills, in and by which all or nearly all of his, said Vree-
land's, real estate, and all or part of his personal estate, 
were bequeathed and devised to your orator, or anything 

84 like the matters herein inquired about, and what he said 
or heard said to said Brickell and wife, or either of 
them, in 1·eforence to the relations existing between him 
and your orator, and what he heard said Brickell or his 
wife say at any time before the making of the said deed 
in reference to your orator's having his, said Vreeland's, 
property after his death ; and whether said Brickell and 
his wife, or one of them, before the making of said deed 
from him, said Vreelaml, for said lands, did not know or 
had not heard and understood that he, said Vreeland, had 

85 promised to leave or dispose of his lands in some way 
so that they would be your orator's after his, said Vrne-
land's, death, and that your orator was entertaining the 
belief and expected that said Vreeland would do so; and 
whether they, said Brickell and wife, did not know or un-
derstand that he, said Vreeland, had made a will or wills 
giving said lands to your orator. And also, that said John 
II. Vreeland may particularly and fully state why or for 
what reason or reasons the name of Elizabeth, the wife of 
said Joh°' T. Brickell, as one of the grantees, was inserted 
in the said deed of conveyance, made by said Vreeland and 
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wife to said B~ickell and wife, who first proposed that she, 86 
the said Elizabeth, should be one of the said grantees, who 
also proposed, favored, or advised, and what reasons and 
considerations were given, or induced him, said Vreeland, 
to make said Elizabeth one of the grantees of said lands! 
And also, that said Vreeland may further fully and parti-
cularly state what consideration was given or agreed to be 
given to said Vreeland for making said deed to said Brick-
ell ancl wife by said grantees or either of them, or by any 
other rcrson or persons, whether the same has been paid, 
and if so, how and when, and by whom, and if not paid 87 
what security, if any, was given to him, said Vreeland, to 
secure the payment of any consideration agreed to be given 
and not paid, by whom given, whether in writing, and if in 
writing where it is, the form, elate, substance, tenor and 
effect thereof, and by whom written and witnessed. Also, 
whether said Brickell and wife, or either of them, ever gave, 
or agreed to give to him, said Vreeland, a lease for the said 
lands, so as aforesaid conveyed by him and his wife to said 
Brickell and wife, or for any part thereof, for the life of 
him, said V rceland, or any other term, or any instrument 88 
or agreement by which said Vreeland has any right or in-
terest of any kind iu or to the said lands; and if so, whether 
such lease, instrument or agreement, is or was reduced to 
writing ; and if so, where it is, the elate, form, tenor, sub-
stance and effect thereof ; and if such lease or agreement 
was never reduced to writing, that he may state the terms, 
provisions and particulars thereof fully and particularly. 

And that the said J olm T. Brickell and wife may parti-
cularly state and ans~·er when they first threw off or became 
acquaintetl with yonr orator, and whether your orator did 89 
not then Jive near to and work for said John II. Vreeland, 
and whether they did not hear from sorue person or persons 
that your orator had been adopted by said John II. Vree-
land as his son; that your orator had lived with or worked 
for said Vreeland since he was a small child-the said Vree-
land had promised the parents of your orator, and your ora-
tor, that his, said Vreeland's, property should be your ora-
tor's after his death, and that he, said Vreeland, had made 
a will or wills in and .by which the lands of said Vreeland 
were devised to your orator, and all that they heard, knew 



24 

90 or learned about the subjects mentioned in these inquiries, 
when they first heard the same, or any part thereof, bow 
often, and from whom they beard those things, or any of 
them, and whether they did not know, suppose or believe, 
at and before the delivery of the said deed to them from 
said Vreeland and wife, that your orator expected and 
supposed that said Vreeland would give his lands to your 
orator in such way that they wonld belong to your orator 
after the death of said Vreeland, and that such expectation 
and belief of your orator were founded upon promises and 

91 assurances to that effect made by said Vreeland, and upon 
the facts that said Vreeland had adopted your orator as his 
son, and that your orator had always lived with and near 
to him, and worked for him as a son. Also, that they may 
fully and particularly state and declare the reasons why 
the said deeqs from said Vreeland and wife were made to 
the said Elizabeth jointly with him, the said John T. 
Brickell, what the consideration or considerations were for 
so making the same, who first proposed making said deed 
in that way, and who favored, advised or encouraged it. 

92 Also, who first proposed the making of said deed, and to 
whom the proposition was made, what the reasons for 
making such proposition were, and what reasons were as-
signed therefor, what consideration was given 0r agreed to 
be given for said deed and conveyance, and whether the 
same bas been paid-and if so, ho\\', and when, and to 
whom. Also, whether they, or either of them, in any way 
at or since the making of said deed, or at any other time, 
made any agreement with said John II. Vreeland and wife, 
or either of them, that said John IL Vreeland should ha Ye 

93 a right to possess or control the said lands during his life, 
or for any other period, or that said Yreeland should have 
any right or interest of any kind in and to, or control over 
the said lands, or any part thereof'.---and if so, ,vhether si,ch 
agreement is in writing, where it is, aucl the date, tenor, 
purpor( and terms thereof, whether the rnme be in writing 
or not. And that the said defendants may fully amwer 
all the matters and charges aforesaid, and that the said 
John II. Vreeland may be decreed to keep and perform 
his promise and agreement so as aforesaid made for the 
benefit of and with your orator, and to specifically perform 
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the same-that is to say his promise and agreement, so to O! 
dispose of his property that it should go to), vest in, 
and belong to your orator, after the death of him, the 
rnid John I-I. Vreeland, that the said John J. Brickell and 
Elizabeth his wife, may be decreed to be trustees for 
and in behalf of your orator of the title to the lands de-
scribed in the aforesaid detd, rnado to them by said 
Vreeland and wife, and to convey tho same to your orator, 
or as your orator may direct, in fee simple, immediately after 
the death of the said John II. Vreeland, freed and cleared 
from all and every incumbrance that has been or may be 95 
placed thereon, or suffered to accrue against the same by 
the said John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, or either 
of them, or which have been or may be put, or suffered to 
be put thereon by the said John II. Vreeland, for the pur-
pose of injuring, defeating, or defrauding your orator of his 
rights, or for the purpose, or with a view to mrnble him, 
the said Vreeland, to evade or escape from the performance, 
according to its true and fair intent m,d meaning of his said 
prom i. e and agreement made to and for tho benefit of your 
orator; and that the said deed of conveyance made by the 96 
said John II. Vreeland and wife to tho said John T. Brickell 
and wife may, as against and in favor of your orator, be 
decreed to be fraudulent and void, and that said Brickell 
and wife may have no right to, or use or benefit thereby of 
the lands thereby conveyed; and no right, title, interest or 
estate thereby to any of the said lands, except a naked legal 
title for the sole use and benefit of the said John H. Vree-
land during his natural life, and for the sole use and benefit 
of your orator after the death of said John II. Vreeland, 
and then to be conveyed and controlled, as your orator 97 
may direct, and not otherwise ; and that the said defend-
ants may be enjoined from in any way conveying or en . 
cumbering said lands, and from doing or suffering any waste 
thereon or thereof; or if this honorable Court shall consider 
it more proper that the said John T. Brickell and Elizabeth 
his wife may be decreed and required to re-convey the said 
lands to the said John II. Vreeland. as free from incum-
brances as they were when said Vreeland and wife con-
veyed them to them, and that said -Vreeland may be decreed 
to dispose of said lands when thus 1·e-conveyed in such 

4 
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98 manner that said lands will, at the death of said Vreeland, 
go to vest in and belong to your orator in fee simple; or if 
this honorable Oc,urt shall be of opinion that your orator is 
not entitled to relief in either of the before mentioned 
modes, that then and in that case the damages which your 
orator bas sustained by reason of said John II. Vreeland's 
(unde1· the circumstances hereinbefore mentioned) refusi11g 
and failing to fulfil and perform his aforesaid promises and 
agreernents made to and for the benefit of your orator may 
be ascertained and determined in such manner as this 

99 honorable Court may direct, and that those damages, when 
su a•certained, may be decreed to be a lien and encum-
brance upon the said lands, and that the said defendants 
may be decreed and required to pay the same to your 
orator forthwith, or at such time as this honorable conrt 
may direct, and that in default of making payment thereof 
at the time directed by this court, that said lands may be 
sold to pay and satisfy the same, and that your orator may 
have such further and other relief in the premises as the na-
ture of this case ml!y require, and as may be agreeable to 

100 equity and good conscience. 
May it please your Honor, the premises considered to 

grant unto your orator a writ or writs of subpcena of the 
State of New Jei·sey, issuing out of and under the seal of 
this honorable Court, to be directed to the rnid John II. 
Vreeland and John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, 
therein and thereby commanding them, and each of them, 
at a eertain day, and under a certain penalty to be expressed, 
to be and appear before your Honor in this honorable Court, 

lOl then and there to answer the premises, and to stand to, 
abide and perform such decree as to your Honor shall seem 
meet, &c. And your orator, as in duty bound, will ever 
pray, &c. 

JACOB VAN ATTA, 
Sol. and of Counsel with Complainant. 

(A true copy.) 
DAN. B. BomNE, Clerk. 
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IN CIIANCERY OF NEW JERSEY. 

The answer of John IL Vreeland, John T. 
Brickel, and Elizabeth his wife, defendants, 
to the bill of complaint of John H. V . Van-
duyne, complainant. 

These defendants, now and at all times herafter, saving 
and reserving to themselves all manner of benefit and ad-
vantage of exception to the many errors and insufficiences 

102 

in the complainant's said bill of complaint contained, for 
answer thereto, or unto so much and such parts thereof as 103 
these defendants are ad vised is material for them to make 
an~wer unto, they respectively answer and say: The said 
John II. Vreeland, for himself, answers and admits that 
said complainant is of the age stated in his said bill of com-
plaiut; that his father was Nicholas Vanduyne, and his 
mother was the sister of Rachel, the first wife of him, the 
said John II. Vreeland ; that he, the said John II. Vree-
land, has resided in the township of Pequannock, in 
the county of' Morris, for upwards of forty years last past, 
and now resides there; that he bas no children of his own, 10-! 
and never had any; that said Nicholas Vanduyne, father 
of the complainant in his lifetime, lived about four miles 
from this defendant, and was always upon friendly and so-
ciable terms with him. This defendant further answering, 
saith, that it is true that soon after the birth of the com-
plainant this defendant and his said wife Rachel, having 
no children of their own, proposed to said Nicholas Van-
duyne and his wife to adopt the complainant as their own 
child, and agreed, if permitted so to do, to attend to the 
bringing up of said complainant, and to treat him as a son, 105 
as long as he treated and behaved to them as a dutiful 
child should do. And this defendant fnrther saith that it 
is also true that he not only promised to attend to the bring-
ing up of said complainant, but the fact of his having no 
children at that time, and the probabilities that he never 
wquld have any,· was mentioned by him at the same time, 
to said Nicholas Vanduyne, as a reason why he should per-
mit him to adopt said complainant as his own child, and 
this defendant admits that he then assured said :Nicholas, 
either in express terms or in language which said Nicholas 
would probably so understand, that if he never had any 



28 

106 children of his own, and said complainant contin.ued to live 
with him and demeaned himself as a dutiful, obedient and 
affectionate child should do, he would not only treat 
him as a child during his life, but would, if he should sur-
vive the defendant, regard and treat him as his own son in 
the final disposition of his property; but this defendant did 
not promise or agree to give him all the property which 
he then owned, or which he might own at his death, or 
any particular or specific part thereof, and all that this de-
fendant over promised to do or talked of doing for said 

107 complainant, was to be done only on condition, and with 
the express understanding that said John remained with 
this defendant and was and continued to be a dutiful and 
affectionate son to this defendant and his wife especially in 
their old age, and this defendant has no doubt both Nicho• 
las Vanduyne and his wife, the parents of said complain-
ant, so understood this defendant. 

And this defendant also admits that said Nicholas Van-
duyne and his wife consented to the adoption of said com-
plainant by this defendant, aml this defendant and his wife 

108 did have the complainant baptized with the name of this 
defendant, as stated in said bill of complaint, and took up-
on them the vows and obligations usual on such occasion, 
and soon after the complainant was a year old this defend-
ant and his wife took him to their own house, and he con-
tinued to reside with them till a short time after he was 
married, and as this defendant thinks till the complainant 
was in his twentieth year, and was known by the name of 
John II. Vreeland, and called this defendant and his wife 
father and mother. And this <]efendaut further answering, 

109 saith, that from the time said complainant begun to live 
with this defendant, and" until his marriage, this defendant 
did all for him he would have done for his own child, and 
treated him in all respects, he believ~s, as he would have 
treated his own child; that he endeavored to give him an 
ordinary English education, such as could be obtained at 
schools in the neighborhood, and kept him at school, so fai· 
as he could, when there was a school in the neighborhood, 
until he was about fifteen years olcl, and ·would have sent 
him to school longer, bnt said complainant was unwilling 
to go. And this defendant further answering saith, it is 
true said complainant continued to work for him till shortly 
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after his maniage, and lived all that time in this defend- 110 
anfs family, and was treated with the same kindness his 
own child would have been treated, and this defendant and 
his wife looked forward with pleasure to his being a com-
fort to them in their declining yca1-s, and before said com-
plainant was married this defendant gave him at different 
times a silver watch, for which ho paid twenty-two dollars, 
a h01-se worth at least one hundred and twenty-five dollars, 
a saddle and bridle which cost seventeen dollars, a sleigh 
which cost twenty-fl ve dollar,, and a wagon and harness, 
which cost together eighty-seven dollars, and other things 111 
of which he has no account, and which he would have 
given his own child ; but when complainant was only 
nineteen years old, without the consent and against the ex-
press remonstrance of this defendant, ho married one Fanny 
Ed\\·ards, his present wife, to which alliance this defendant 
had special objections, which he ma(le known to complain-
ant at tho time, and as soon as he heard such marriage was 
likely to take place; that after complainant was manied 
sairl defendant, still hoping for the best, received said com 
phinant and his wife into his family, where they remained 112 
about six months, and demeaned themselves with propriety, 
and when said complainant, after a few months desired to 
have a house of his own, this defendant, at complainant's 
request, united with his father and purchased for him a 
house and ahont ten or eleven acres of land, very near to 
the house of this defendant, for w4ich they paid the sum of 
seven hundred and fifty dollars, of which sum this defend-
ant paid five hundred and fifty dollm-s, and as this defend-
ant is informed the estate of said :Nicholas Vanduyne, after 
his decease, paid two hundred dollars, which said purchase 113 
money said complainant, at the time, agreed to repay to his 
said father and this defendant, but has never paid any part 
thereof to the knowledge or belief of this defendant. And 
this defendant, farther answering saith, that about six 
months, as near as he can remember, after complainant was 
married, he and his wife removed from the family of this 
defendant to the house purchased for him, as aforesaid, the 
deed for which was taken in complainant's name ; and said 
com1jlainant from that, time worked said lot as his own, and 
continued to work for this defendant, when requested, for 
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114 several years, perhaps for three or four years, and when he 
so worked he received, as this defendant believes, 
nearly or quite the whole living of himself and wife from 
this defendant and his family ; that among other things 
the defendant received a good bed and. bedding worth 
forty dollars, two cows worth forty dollars and three 
sheep worth nine dollars; and this defendant insists, 
that although there was no express bargain between him 
and the complainant, yet that from very soon after his 
marriage, he paid complainant for his work, as it was done, 

115 in money and provisions; and that he received more du-
ring tlrnt time than he earned, and more than he wonld 
have received, if he had been working for regular wages; 
that during that time, if this defendant rightly recollects, 
said complainant was occupied during most of at least two 
winters in carting at Boonton, using one of defendant's 
horses with his own, using also this defendant's wagon and 
harness, and agreeing to pay this defendant one-half of the 
amount earned by him, but never paid to him any part 
thereof. And this defendant, further answering, saith, that 

116 it is not trne, as stated in said bill, that said complainant 
continued to work for this defendant all the time, till he 
was twenty-five years old; but that he did work for this de-
fendant a part of the time after his marriage, as hereinbe-
fore stated, and for which this defendant insists he was 
fully paid ; nor is it trne, as stated in said bill, that said 
complainant continued to work for this defendant a great 
part of the time, nor even half of the time, after he was 
twenty-five years old, and up to the spring of 185± ; but 
that on the contrary, in the spring of 1848, as near as this 

117 defendant can now recollect, said complainant procured 
himself to be elected one of the constables of said town-
ship of Pequannock, and continued to fill that office for 
two successive years; and that during that time, he did 
very little else than attend to the duties of his office, al-
though this defendant cannot say whether those duties real-
ly required his whole time or not; and during the balance 
of said time to 1854, said complainant only worked for this 
defendant occasionally, and when particularly asked so to 
do, never taking the oversight of the farm or of the work, 
but leaving it to this defendant who was yearly becoming 
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more and more infirm ; and for the work so done by com- 118 
plainant, this defendant insists he was also fully compen-
sated at the time. And this defendant admits he kept no 
written account against the complainant, and so far as he 
knows, complainant kept no written account against him; 
but they lived together very much as father and son would 
live; that ,,hat said complainant received as a compensa-
tion for services rendered to this defendant, though perhaps 
not strictly as wages. 

And this defendant, further answering, says, that it is 
true that before said complainant was married, and this de- 119 
fondant also, after he was married, this defendant, at differ-
ent times informed him that it was his intention to make 
the complainant his heir, and to make a disposition of his 
property in his favor; but such declarations were always, 
as this defendant insists, accompanied with the proviso, 
either expressed or plainly implied, that the complainant 
remained with this defendant, and acted towards him and 
his wife, as long as they lived, the part of an affectionate 
and dutiful son; and this defendant does not doubt that said 
complainant was, for a while, influenced in his conduct by 120 
such assurances ; but this defendant does not think he was 
ever, from the time of his marriage, as much influenced 
thereby as be should have been ; but this defendant denies 
he ever gave complainant any such assurance, subsequent 
to the winter or spring of 1850 ; and this defendant admits, 
that he did frequently, up to the marriage of complainant, 
and, possillly, for two or three years after that, express his 
approbation of the conduct of complainant, (except in re-
spect to his marriage against his consent,) and his appre-
ciation of his services, both to complainant and others; but 121 
he denies that he continued so to express himself up to the 
time of his own second marriage, as charged in said bill of 
complaint. And this defendant, further answering, denies 
that he ever had any such conversation with the father of 
said complainant, as is in said bill alleged to have taken 
place, when complainant was about eight years of age; 
and this defendant also denies that when complainant was 
abont sixteen years of age, or at any other time, the com-
plainant's father asked this defendant if the complainant had 
not better have a trade,_ or any words to that effect, or that 
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122 this defendant ever replied to any such questions put by the complainant's father, there was no use in his going to a trade, or that he bad trade enough for him, or that he could not spare him, nor put any one in his place for two 
hundred dollars a year who would do as well as complain-ant did, or that this defendant would see that complainant should have enongh, and be better provided for than if he learned a trade, or that he had always intended to give all 
his property to the complainant, and would do so, or any- ! thing to that effect; and this defendant submits such a pro-123 position would have been a very strange one for complain-
ant's father to have made, if the allegations of complain-ant's bill are true as to the agreement upon which this de-fendant had adopted the complainant as his own child. 

And this defendant, further answering, saith, that he has understood that said Nicholas Vanduyne, shortly before his 
death, made and executed his last will and testament ; but in what particular manner he disposed of his property, or how much property he had, this defendant has no personal 
knowledge and no means of ascertaining; but this defend-124: ant admits that said Nicholas had six sons and one daugh-ter, besides complainant; and this defendant has heard, 
and believes it to be trne, that he left no part of his pro-perty to the complainant; but why he did not, this defend-
ant has no knowledge: or what reason, if any, ho assigned for such a disposition of his property, this defendant has no knowledge or means of knowing. But this defendant denies that said Nicholas ever conversed with the defend-ant in reference to his said will, or in reference to the dis• position of his properly thereby; or that this defendant 125 ever attempted to influence him, or, so far as he knows or has any cause to believe, did directly or indirectly, influ. ence him in making such disposition of his property ; or that ho is, in any way, responsible therefor. This defend. 

ant admits said Nicholas Vanduyne died at or ubout the 
time stated in said bill, without revoking his said will. This defendant also admits that his wife Rachel, before her 
death, and at or about the time mentioned in said bill of complaint, under the belief that she could make a valid 
will and testament, made aud executed a certain paper writing purporting to be her last will and testament, and 
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thereby gave an<l devised to complainant the real estate of L6 
her, the said Rachel, consisting of abnut fifteen acres of 
lan1l worth about twenty-five dollars per acre; and defend-
ant admits she die<l without rc,·oking said will, and sai<l 
land i, now, and, as defendant helie,·cs, from the time of 
the death of his sai<l wife, has Leen in pcacea\Jlc possession 
of said complainant; and he alone has occnpie<l and nsed 
the same, and claims to own it; and this <lefrnclant further 
saith that he does not know the particnlar rca,on that i11-
ducml his said ,rife to give said la!Hl to the complain-
ant; that she never consulted witl1 this clefcn<lant abont 12'7 
it, nor about making said will; but this defendant 
supposes she so disposed of this property, \Jecm1sc said 
complaint has been adopted by him and his sail! ,rife, 
and out of kind feeling for him, but by no means as a mat-
tl>r of obligation, as insisted in sai<I bill ; and this llefonclant 
admits that he has made ,crnral wills since sai<l complain-
ant began to live with him; that Dr. Ezekiel B. Gaines 
\\Tote one will for him, as this <l('fendant helil•ves, lJCfore 
said complainant was married, but he <loes not recollect the 
particular time nor all the contents thereof, bnt bas no 128 
doubt he devised the principal part of his rl'al c,tate to his 
,rifo, for her life, and after her death to cornplninant. But 
this defendant denies, that so far ns he has a11y recollection, 
}Iarqnis D. L. Gaines eve1· wrote a11y will for him. This 
<lefcn<lant also admits that after complairn,nt was married, 
and about 18-!3, as near as be can now remember, George 
Sickles wrote a will for him, that he ('aunnt n•colkct all the 
parti0nlars, hut does recollect that he f(:t,·o some few lL•ga-
cic,, the amount of which he cannot tell, though they ,rere 
not very large, and tl,e lrnlk of his prnperty he gave to his 129 
wife, and some part to complainant, but what part ho ,loes 
not recollect, nor does he recollect how said en1nplainant 
was therein described, or whether he calle,1 him my aclopted 
son, ,fohn Henry V. Vanduyne, 01· my heln,·cd adopted 
son, John IIenry V . Vanduyne, ti,(' son nf Nichol,,, \V. 
Vnnclnynr, or nnt, and as ,ai<l will is dc,troyed, Ji,, rias no 
means of knowing this defendant, admits that at that time 
he i11tcn1lccl complainant ,honld have some part of his pro• 
perty. This defendant recollects that .\bruham L. Van-
duyne and Peter ·w. Van X es, were appointed his exe~ntors 

5 
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130 by said will, and is quite sure complainant was not named 
as an executor. This defendant also admits that before the 
death of his wife, and after the making of said last men. 
tioned will, but at what particular time he cannot now tell, 
one Isaiah Speer wrote a will for him, but what its provisors 
were he does not now recollect, but is willing to admit that 
some part of his real estate, and he thinks the principal 
part, was devised to complainant, after the death of his 
said wife, but this defendant denies having said will in his 
possession, but the same was destroyed after the death of 

131 his said vcife, and as this defendant believes, after his ma,•. ) 
riage to his prescn t wife, when said Speer wrote another ( 
will for this defendant, differing from the provisions, one 
principally, in that it made provision for his present wife, 
if she should outlive this defendant, but the particular pro· 
vision made for her he does not recollect; and this defend-
ant alleges that in both of said last mentioned wills he de-
vised part of his homestead farm and six acres of wood-
lan<l to other persons than the complainant, but admits 
that in them both he devised the principal part of his real 

132 estate to said complainant, and while this defendant admits 
he may have said, in the hearing of the complainant, he 
had made his will, he has no recollection .of so saying, and 
expressly denies that he ever told the complainant the con-
tents of any will he had made, or any part of said contents. 

This defendant admits that in September, 18'10, he inter• 
married \Yith Maria Ackerson, as charged in said bill, and 
that sometime after that marriage, according to the recol-
lection of this defendant, a will was prepared for him by 
said Isaiah Speer, as hereinbefore stated, and sometime 

133 after that another was prepared for him, by Dr. :Maynard, 
lLe particnlar provisions of which this defendant cannot 
remember, but he does remember that some part of his 
property was devised to compiainant, but what it was, or 
wherein in particular it differed from previous devise to 
him, he does not remember; and this defendant denies, that 
to the best of his recollection, any other will than is herein 
mentioned was ever prepared for, or executed by him; 
and this defendant cannot produce any of said wills, 
for the reason that at each time he made a new one, he 
destroyed the previous one, the last one being destroyed by 



35 

him at or about the time he made the deed to said John T. 134 
Brickell, as hereinafter stated. And this defendant further 
says it is utterly impossible for him to name the ·witnesses 
to his different wills, or the contents of said wills, further 
than as herein contained; and this defendant denies that 
he had any other reason for destroying his said wills than 
because he supposed each one became null and void as a 
new one was made; and he also denies that so far as he 
recollects, any person suggested or advised the destruction 
of said will, or any of them. And this defendant further 
saith that although he was more or less dissatisfied with the 135 
conduct of the complainant, from shortly after his marriage, 
because said complainant became slack and caroless in his 
work, he bore with the complainant as well as he could; 
that in the spring of eighteen hnndred and fifty, as near as 
this defendant can recollect, in order to get rid of the bur-
den and care of his farm, and to place some further induce-
ment before complainant to lead him to be more attentive 
to his business, ho proposed to the complainant to take the 
wbole charge of the farm, to plant tho corn, for which this 
defendant had the ground then prepared, and to reap the 136 
harvest then growing, and he, this defendant, would find 
everything, and give complainant one-fourth of all crop_s 
then on the ground, and one-half of all other that might be 
raised; that the defendant consented to snch arrangement, 
and did go on and plant the corn, but when harvest time 
came, he complained of not being very well, and neglected 
to attend to the harvest, and this defendant was compelJed 
to hire hands and attend to gathering the harvest, said 
complainant being around most of the time, and occasion-
ally rendering some little assistance, but showing a great 137 
lack of industry and energy, and this defendant admits that 
with all his regard and kind feeling for him, he did not 
think the complainant manifested a disposition either to 
help himself or to relieve this defendant of tho burden and 
care of his farm, and this defendant thinks it qnite pro-
bable he showed some dissatisfaction in his conduct, though 
he does not recollect it, but he does recollect telling the 
complainant if he could not be i-elieved of the labor and 
burden of carrying on his farm, he wonld sell it, and live 
on the proceeds. And this defendant further says that 
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13S from that time the complainant continued to grow more 
slack in attention to busine,s, and paid less and less atten-
tion to the work of thi, defendant; and this defe•1dant for 
two succes,i ve years, pre1·ions to the fall of eighteen hun-
dred and fifty-two, to ri,l himself of care and labrw, pnt 
ont his farm npnn shares; that in the fall of eighteen hun-
dred and fifty-one, he was sick, for about eight weeks, 
with billions feyer; and alt! ongh cnmplainant liYed very 
near him, so seldom visiteo him, and did little or 11othi11g 
to relic,·e him of his bu,incs,. and although after that he 

130 occa,ionally worked tor this defendant when reque,te,l, he 
nenr tho11,;l1t he acted. towards him as a dutiful and affec-
tionate s, ,11. llut tl,is defendant denies that he was ever 
uufa,·•.,rnbly influenced in his feelings towards complainant 
hy his pre 0 ent wife, or that she ever attempted in the least 
degl'Co so to influence hint to e trange him from the 
colllplainant, a, is alleged in the said complainant's will. 
1" o,· did she ever in any way attempt to dissuade this 
defondallt from leaving his pf·opcrty or any part thereof to 
complainant, or induce him to make any disposition 0f it, 

HO nor doe,; this defendant believe that his said wifo ever 
sho,rn<l any unfriendly feelings towards complainant . 
.And this defrndant fn1-ther says that in the winter of 18+9-
1850, as he thinks, this <lefondant and· said complainant 
made a settlement between themselves, or a statement of 
the account between them, though neither had any charges 
again,t the other, and that on such statement it appeared 
that he owed the complainant either five or seven dollarn, 
but wl1ic\1 he cannot recollect, and that this defendant then 
offereu to pay such balance, and asked complainant to give 

141 him a receipt, which he refused to do, though he found no 
fault with tbe scttle111eut or statement of the account; and 
this defen<laut has at other time, asked hin, ior a receipt, 
but he has nnifonnly declined giving it, thougl1 he has 
never made any other demand or claim npo1, this defend-
ant until this suit was commenced, and this defendant ad-
mits he was not satisfied with the conduct of co111plainant 
in refusing to give him said receipts. .And this. defendant 
admits no dispnte 01· quarrel eYer occurl'ed l>et11·een himself 
and complainant up to tho spring of 185±, when complain-
ant moved away, nor since, until this suit was commenced . 
.And this defendant is quite sure the complainant never had 
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any cause for such dispute or quarrel, for this defendant 142 
always felt more kindly disposed towards complainant, if 
he wonld demean himself as a dutiful son, than to any one 
else. This defendant never wished to cast or drive off the 
complainant, but wanted his society and assistance in his 
old age, nor did he know, until he saw it stated in com-
plainant's bill, why he moved away in spring of 1854, but 
this defcnilant denies that he continued to assure complain-
ant up to 1854, or at any other time, that all his property 
at or soon after his death would he complainant's. And 
this defendant, further answering, saith, that every year his 143 
need of the complainant increased, a~ this defendant felt the 
infinuitics of age increasing upon him, and yet the com-
plainant, about in the spring of 1854, without consulting at 
all with this defenda:it, and professing in his bill of c<>m-
plaint to be on good terms with this defendant, and to be a 
very dutiful and affectionate son to him, sold the house and 
lot which this defendant and the complainant's father had 
bought for him as aforesaid, and removed four miles distant 
froni this defendant, where he has ever since resided ; and 
this defendant admits that since such removal, complainant 144 
has not worked for him, and there has been bnt little inter-
course between them; and this defendant admits he has 
never sent to complainant and requested him to come and 
work for him, nor has the complainant even so much as of-
fered to render any assistance to this defendant. 

And this defendant further saith that he is now sixty-six 
years old, and is subject to the ordinary infirmities and 
weukne%es incident to age; that he has been a hard-work-
ing man during all his life; and looking forward to this 
periotl of his life, he endeavored, by adopting the com- 145 
plai,;ant and bringing him np in his own family, to secure 
some one who would, from ties of affectioJ1 as well as the 
hope of reward, look after him in his old age, and not re-
proach him for his infirmities; but discovering for several 
years previous to the removal of the complainant to his 
present rc;iuence, that he was likely to be disappointed in 
his anticipation in regard to the complainant, and that the 
bnrden of his farm was too much for him, he resolved to 
s~ll his farm, and offered to sell it for six thousand dollars, 
and would have sold it for that price if a purchaser could 
have been found; that he authorized a land agent in New 
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146 York, and also one in Newark, to sell said farm for him at 
the price aforesaid; that he frequently told the complain-
ant of his intention to sell, and that the reason was he de-
sired to be rid of the labor and anxiety incident to cultivat-
ing the farm; but that said complainant never offered to 
assume any part of said burden, or in any way to relieve 
this defendant therefrom, but, as he admits in his bill of 
complaint, he not only waited for this defendant to invite 
him to assist him from time to time, which this defendant 
confesses he did not think was very much like a dutiful and . 

14 7 affectionate child, expecting at the decease of this defend-
ant to enjoy all his property, but in the spring of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, without any provocation being given 
to him, as he admits in his bill of complaint, and without 
this defendant's consent and approbation, or eveu inform-
ing him of his intended removal, he removed fonr miles 
distant from this defendant; and, although he alleges his 
willingness to assist this defendant after such removal if he 
had been asked to do so, this defendant respectfully insists 
his conduct in that matter was far from being filial, and si10h 

148 as this defendant had a right to expect from the complain-
ant. 

And this defendant further saith that after the said 
removal of the complainant, he never came back to visit 
this defendant, or offered to assist him in any way before 
the conveyance to said John T. Brickell, hereinafter men-
tioned. And this defendant being unable to do much 
work on account of his age, and the effects of several and 
repeated illness, and having no one on whom to rely-his 
family consisting of himself and wife, and two old colored 

149 servants, over seventy years of age-felt the necessity of 
having some one to live with him and take care of him in 
his old age, and of his own accord, and not by the sugges-
tion or solicitation of his wife or any other person, proposed 
to John T. Brickell, one of these defendants, who married 
the daughter of the present wife of this ,defendant, and who 
was then living in the county of Bergen, and with whom 
this defendant became acquainted after his marriage with 
his present wife, to come and live on his farm, and offered 
to convey to him all his real estate if he would agree to 
take care of this defendant and wife, and of his colored 
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servants as long,as they lived; that said Brickell after con-
sidering the matter, accepted the proposition of this defend-
ant, and accordingly this defendant and wife executed and 
delivered to said Brickell and wife, a deed bearing date on 
or about the eighth day of November, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four, for all his real estate, as stated in said bill of 
complaint. And this defendant further saith, that the con-
sideration expressed in said deed is six thousand dollars, 
but that it is true, as charged in said bill, tbat no pecuniary 
consideration was paid therefor by said Brickell and wife, 
or agreed to be paid, and this defendant has no recollection 
why the sum of six thousand dollars was inserted in said 
deed, or that any reason was assigned therefor, but supposes 
it was done by Garret S. Demarest, who prepared said deed 
of his own motion, without any direction from the defend-
ant. 

And this defendant denies that any lease of said lands, 
on any part tliereof, for the term of the life of this defend-
ant, or for any other term, was execnted to him by said 
John T. Brickell, or agreed to be executed, or that this de-
fendant was to have any control whatsoever of said lands 
or any part thereof; bnt he insists, and so the truth is, 
that the true and only consideration for said conveyance, 
was an agreement to support this defendant, and his wife, 
and his colored servants, during their lives, of which the fol-
lowing is a copy: 

•• Know · all men by these presents, that we, John T. 
Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, of the township of Harring-
ton, in the county of Bergen and State of New Jersey, are 
held and firmly bound unto John I-I. Vreeland and Maria 
his wife, of the township of Pequannock, in the county of 
M:onis, and State of New Jersey, in the sum of six thou-
sand dollars lawful money of the United States of America, 
to be paid to the said John II. Vreeland and Maria his 
wife, or their certain attorney, heirs, executors, administra-
tors and assigns, for which payment well and truly to be 
made, we do bind ourselves, and each of our heirs, execu-
tors and administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by 
these presents. Sealed with our seals. Dated the eighth 
day of November, in the year eighteen hundred and :fifty-
four, 
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154 The condition of this obligation is snch, that if the above 
bounded John T. Brickel and Elizabeth his wife, or either 
of them, or either of their heirs, executors and adminis-
trators, or any of them, shall well and truly keep, board, 
maintain and provide for the said John H. Vreeland and 
Maria his wife during the term of each of their natural 
lives, all necessaries they and each of them shall stand iu 
need of, so that they, aud the survivor of them, shall have 
a good, decent and sufficient livelihood and support suita-
ble to their situation and condition, during the said tenn of 

155 their natural lives, and shall also keep and maintain, in a 
suitable manner, the colored servants of the said John H. 
Vreeland, named Jack and Nelly, during the term of each 
of their natural lives, without any fraud or other delay ; 
then the above obligation to be void, or else remain in full 
force and virtue. 

Sealed and deliAered in } 
presence of 
GARRET s. DEMAREST. 

Jom, T. BmcKEL, [sEAL.] 
ELIZABETH BRICKEL. [ SEAL. j 

156 Which said bond or agreement was drawn by said Ganet 
S. Demarest at the time said deed !"as executed, and was 
executed by said Brickel and wife and delivered to this de-
fendant, is now in his possession, ready to be produced and 
proved as this honorable Court may direct. 

And this defendant further saith, that he does not know 
why the name of the wife of said John T. Brickel was in 
serted in said deed as one of the grantees, nor so far as this 
defendant knows was there any especial reason for so 

157 doing ; that he has no recollection of anything being said 
on the subject at the time, or. at any time previous to the ex-
ecution of said deed ; but this defendant supposes he must 
have directed the deed to be so made, and if he did, he did 
so because he thought it was the nsual and proper way to 
make a deed, and from no other cause or reason whatso-
ever, nor did this defendant know or suppose that it made 
any difference, or was not the usual way of making. a deed, 
till he was so informed by his counsel when preparing this 
answer to the complainant's bill of com plaint. 

And this defendant further suith, that he did not, at the 

ti 
C 
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time of said conveyance, suppose said complainant had any 158 
claim on him whatsoever, or any lien upon or interest in 
bis said real estate, or that he made any clairns or pretence 
of such lien or interest, and did not inform or in any way 
intimate to said Brickel and wife, or either of them, that 
complainant had or pretended to have any interest in said 
real estate, or any claim to it after tho death of this defend-
ant, or that he expected the defendant to give it to him by 
will or otherwise, or that he had promised either the com-
plainant or his father that he wonld give it or leave it to 
him, or that he had made any promise whatsoever to the 159 
father of said comj'llainant ; but this defendant admits he 
told said Brickel and wife that he had adopted said com-
plainant when he was very young, and had brought him 
up, and expected him to take care of him in his old age, 
but that, on the contrary, said complainant had deserted 
him, and that he must have some one to clrive on his farm, 
and of his own accord proposed to said Brickel to come and 
live with him, as hereinbefore stated, and so far as this de-
fendant knows, believes or suspects, said BI"ickel and wife 
took said conveyance from this defendant, and gave him 160 
the bond hereinbefore mentioned, without any knowledge 
or suspicon of any claim upon or to said lands, present or 
prospective, by said complainant . 

.And this defendant expressly denies that he had any in-
tention or desire to defraud said complainant by said con-
veyance to said Brickel and wife, or that said conveyance 
was made by him from any such motive. .And this de-
fendant denies that any fraud was committed by said con-
veyance upon said complainant, or that he has any right to 
complain thereof, but that it was such a disposition of his 161 
pl'Operty as this defendant had a moral, legal and equitable 
right to make; and this defendant insists that he had no 
other desire or intention, in making said conveyance, ex-
cept to secure to himself and wife and to his colored ser-
vants a comfortable mainteqance as long as they live . 

.And this defendant further saith, that he had no desire 
to conceal said conveyance to said Brickel and wife, and 
had no reason for any such concealment; that said convey-
ance was on record in the clerk's office of Morris county 
very soon after it was made, and said Brickel and wife 

6 
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162 moved on sai,l premises and took the possession and control 
thereof as their own openly, and made arrangements to 
lrnild a large additiou to the house, and used and occupied 
the Jll'Ope,.ty as their 011·11. And this defendant has no re-
collection of saying ta any one, when asked about said 
conveyance, or any other time, that he thought said con-
veyauce was.a secret, and nothing was ever said between 
him anrl said Brickel and wife about keeping it a secret. 

Aud this defcndaut admits he owned and possessed the 
lan.,s conveyed to said Brickel and wife when complain-

163 ant first \\·ent fa live with him, and that said deed em-
braced all the real estate o,rned by him. 

An,1 this defendant denies that he was ever, to his recol-
lection, offered seven thomancl dollars for his said real es-
tate, or that the same is \\·01th, in his opinion, eight thon-
sand an<l five hrndred dollars, but this defendant supposes 
six thou,a11d dollars to be about a fair price for the same; 
and as before stated, he would, for several years before 
said convey,rncc, have been willing to have sold it for that 
SU Ill. 

164 And this defendant denies that said Brickel works said 
farm on shares anGl gives to this defendant any particular 
slrnrc or part of what he raises, or that said defendant has 
any inte,·est in said land, or in the crops raised as such, his 
only interest being the sn;iport of himscif and wife and 
servants, according to said bond of said Brickel and wife. 
And th,s defendant admits that he sold to said Brickel, 
about the time he moved on the farm, one-half of his stock, 
and afterwards, in the winter of eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six, as near as this defendant can recollect, he sold to 

165 said Brickel the other half of his stock. 
And this defendant further saith, he owned, at the time 

of said conveyance, very little personal property besides 
his household furniture and his stock, and other movable 
property on the farm, and tbat it is true that in the sum-
mer of eightee,n hundred and fifty-five he told the assessor 
of taxes of said township of Pequannock that he had con-
veyed his lands to said John T. Brickel; had not received, 
and was not to receive, any pecuniary consideration there-
for, anJ that the whole value of his property was not over 
six hundred dollars, and such, this defendant insists, was 
the truth. 
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And this defendant admits that by saicl cmweyance to 166 
said Brickell and wife, he divested hi,;hclf' of all i,;tere,t in 
and control over bis real estate, but tl,is defendant expressly 
denies that said conveyance "·as made or devi,ed for the 
pnrpose as charged in the complainant's hill of incapacitat-
ing this defendant, or disabling him from performing any 
promise made by him, either to the complainant or his 
father, or of enabling this defendant to avoid 01· get rid of 
any obligation to said co111plainant, either moral, legal or 
equitable; and this defendant <.enies all intention or desire 
to injure the complainant, or to deprive him of anything to 167 
"·hich he is entitled, but insi8ts that he i, under no obliga-
tion to the complainants, or that he has, in any way, in-
jured or wronged him. 

And this defendant denies having said to any one, so far 
as he recollects, shortly 111aking said deed, or at any other 
time that he meant to fix things, so that the complainant 
could not get anytl,ing ofhin,. 

And the said John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his ,vife, 
auswe1·ing for themselves, say that they ha!l no acqbaint-
ance with the defendant John II. Y reeland till his maniage 168 
with the mother of the Baid Elizah,•t11, in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-nine, or about that ti111e; tlrnt after such 
marriage, these defendants then lived in the county of Ber-
gen, were in the habit of vi,iting sail! Yreeland and wife 
about once a year, and not oftenc1·, except when said \~ree-
land or bis wife were sick ; that on such occasions they 
were in the habit of se~ing, and uccame acquainted with 
the said complainants; and they admit that they were told 
by said John II. Vreeland that he had adopted the com-
plainant when he was a child, and had brought him up, 160 
but they deny that he ever told them he intellllcd to gi,·e 
said com]>lainant his property after his death; that the_v 
frequently heard said Yrceland com]>lain of complainant's 
neglecting him, and not assisting him in his work as he 
ought to do; and they also frequently heard ,aid Yreeland 
say he denied to sell bis said farm, that he might get rid of 
the burden and care of it, on account of his failing health 
and increasing age; but no proposition was e,·cr made by 
these defendants, or by either of them, to the knowledge or 
belief of the other, to purchase said fr\rm, or to take or farm 
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170 it for Faid Vreeland, or to have anything to do with it, but 
that said Yrccland himself first proposed to this defendant 
John T. B,·ickell sometime after said (•omplainant had 
moved away from his former re,idence, near said Vree-
land's, to his present residence, and as this defendant thinks, 
sometime in the summer or fall of eighteen hundred aud 
fifty-four, to convey his farm to him, said John T. Brickell, 
upon condition that ho would come and live with him, and 
take care of and maintain him and his wife and his t,rn 
old colored serrnnts as long as they should live; that this 

171 defendant consulted with his wife, the sai,l Elizabeth, and 
in consideration of the wife of said Vreeland being the 
mother of said Vreeland, they agreed to accept his propo-
sition, and did rn; and thereupon the said John lI. Vree-
land made a deed to them for his said farm, as stated in 
said bill of complaint; arnl theRe defendants admit they did 
not pay any pecuniary consideration for said conYeyance, 
nor did they agree to do so, but they gave to said J uhn II. 
Vreeland a bond executed by them in the penal sum of six 
thousand dollars, conditioned for tho support and main-

172 tenance of mid Vreeland and his wife and servants, as 
aforesaid, being the same bond or copy of which is herein-
before set forth, and to which these defendants respectfully 
ask lea,·e to refer if it be necessary so to do. 

And these defendants further say, that they do not know 
why the sum of six thousand dollars \\"US i.n,erted in ,aid 
deed a;; the consideration tliereot; or by whose directions it 
was done, or whether it was done by the person who drew 
the deed of his own accord, and without being so directed ; 
nor do these defendants know why the name of said Eliza-

173 beth \\·as iJ1serted in said deed as one of tho grantees, nor 
by whose request, direction or suggestion, it was so in-
serted, or ,rhether such direction or suggestion was gh-en 
by any one, nor did these defendants, or either of them, 
know that it was not usual to in,crt the name of the wife 
as a grantee; or that it made any difference whether l1et· 
name was insertc<l or not, until they were so inforn,ecl hy 
coun~el when preparing this answer to complainant's bill. 

And thl•se defendants further say, that they did not, nor 
did either of them, to the kuowledgc or he!ief of the other, 
know or suspect at the time said conveyance was made am! 



45 

delivered to them, that said John II. Vreeland was under 17 4 
any moral, legal or equitable obligation to the said com-
plainant of any kind or description whatever; that they 
knew nothing of the relation existing between saicl John H. 
Vreeland, except said Vreeland had frequently said in 
their hearing that he hacl adopted said complainant; nor 
did these defendants, before said conveyance, ever hear 
that said Vreeland had promised the father of complainant 
to leave his property to the complainant, or that he had 
made any promise to him in reference to giving his pro-
perty to any part to the complainant, but they frequently 175 
heard John Vreeland say, in reference to the complainant, 
that he l1ad clone much more for him than said complainant 
had clone for him; ancl these defendants never heard a 
word about said Vreeland having made different wills, or 
any will, and therein given said real estate, or any part of 
it, to complainant; and these defendants did not believe or 
suppose said complainant had any claim whatsoever to or 
upon said property, or any demand against said Vreeland, 
but suppose and believed said Vreeland had a perfect right 
to dispose of his property as he pleased ; and these defend- 176 
ants have no recollection of ever having heard from said 
complainant that he expected John II. Vreeland to give 
him his property at his death. And these defendants fur-
ther say, tlrnt it was necessary for said Vreeland to have 
some one to help him on said farm, and to take the charge 
of it; and they entered into the said agreement with said 
Vreeland, in perfect good faith, and from no desire or in-
tention to defraud or injure said complainant, or interfere 
in any way with any demands or claims he might have 
against said Vreeland, and they deny all combination with 177 
said Vreeland to defraud or injure the complainant. 

And said J ohu T. Brickell further saith, that he does not 
consider he has any very great bargain in said purchase, 
as he is bound to support said Vreeland and bis wife, and 
two old colored servants, who are now over seventy years 
old, and can do very little. 

And this defendant, John T. Brickell, further saith, that 
he denies that shortly after making the said deed to him, 
by said Vreeland, or at any time he said to any one that 
§aid John II. Vreeland was crazy, and was a great deal of 
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178 the time not :fit to transact business, and did not know what 
be was about, or anything of that purport or effect; and 
this defendant denies that he ever thought said Vreeland 
to be unfit to transact his ordinary business, or incapable o! 
understanding any business in which he was engaged; and 
this defendant bas no recollection of ever saying, with 
reference to said complai.oant, that be had all things fixed 
now so that be was safe, and that he would spend all he 
had in lawing with complainant, or words of that meaning 
and effect, but he does recollect when about to build an 

179 addition to the house some one suggested to him he had 
better not do so until be was sure he was safe; but this de, 
fondant's recollection is that that remark was made in refer-
ence to said property having been entailed to the sister of 
said John H. Vreeland, ifhe died without issue, of which a 
rumor was in circulation, and this defendant replied that 
he had a deed and felt safe, and this defendant may have 
said when he heard that the complainant intended to claim 
said lands, that he felt safe under his deed and would de-
fend his title at any expense, though he has no recollection 

180 of so saying, and if he did, he submits he can in no way be 
prej udiccd thereby. 

And this defendant further saith that he supposed his 
title, under his said deed, to be unimpeachable, and ver, 
soon after said deed was made to him he removed with hi; 
family to said property. and commenced building an addi-
tion to the house, and did build an addition to said house, 
30x24 feet in size, at an expense, counting in the labor of 
this defendant of near one thousand dollars, and paid out 
in money therefor about six hundred dollars for labor and 

181 materials. 
And these defendants all respectfully submit that no 

agreement for the conveyance of said lands to said com· 
plainant, or for any disposition of them in favor of said 
complainant, or for giving to said complainant any interest 
or estate therein, ever was made or pretended to be made 
in writing, signed by said Vreeland, and these defendant; 
respectfully insist that under tho laws of this state no agree-
ment for any such conveyance or disposition of said real 
estate is valid or binding, unless the same is in writing, and 
these defendants think and submit that they are entitled to 
the benefit and protection of the law in that behalf. 
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And these defendants, John T. Brickell and wife, for 182 
themselves, submit that whether said agreement was bind-
ing on said Vreeland or not, they are strictly purchasers of 
said farm for valuable considerations, and without notice of 
any claim or lien of said complaint, and should be allowed 
to hold the same without the let or hindrance of said com-
plainant; that the arrangement between them and said 
Vreeland is one for the comfort and benefit of said Vree-

f land, and such as should be protected and favored by this 
honorable Court, and that no such decree should be made, 
as is desired and prayed for by said complainant, in his 183 
said bill, but they respectfully insist that said defendants 

f" should be hence dismissed, with their reasonable costs in 
r- this behalf most unjustly sustained; and these defendants 
hf deny all unlawful combination and confederacy in said bill 
a charged. 
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Timo. LITTLE, 
Solicitor and Counsel for the Defendants. 

New Jersey, ss.: 
John H. Vreeland, John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his 

wife, being duly sworn, on their respective oaths, say that 
the matters and things set forth in the above answer, so far 184 
as relate to their own acts respectively, are trne, and so far 
as relates to the acts of others they believe them to be 
true. 

JOHN H. VREELAND, 
JOHN T. BRICKELL, 

ELIZABETH BRICKELL. 

Sworn and subscribed, this first day } 
of July, A. D. 1857, before me, 

HENRY C. PITNEY, 
Master in Chancery, 

Of New Jersey. 

A true copy, 
W. M. DABBITT, 

Clerk. 
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IN CIIANCERY OF NEW JERSEY. 

JoHN H. V. v!:;:;:, Complainant,: 
and On Bill, &c., 

JonN II. VREELAND, JonN T. BRICK- Replication. 
ELL and Euz.A.RETil his Wife, de-
fendants. 

-----

This repliant, saving and reserving to himself all and all 
manner of advantage of exception to the manifold in-
sufficiencies of the said answer for replication, thereunto 
saith that he will aver and prove his said bill to be true, 
certain and suflicient in law to be answered unto, and that 
the said answer of the said defendant is uncertain, untrue 
and insufficient to be replied unto this repliant, without 
that, that any other matter or thing whateoever in the said 
answer contained, material or effectual in the law, to be 
replied unto, confessed and avoided, traversed or denied, is 
untrne; all which matters and things this repliant is and 
will be ready to aver and prove, as this honorable Court 
shall direct, and humbly prays, as in and by his said bill 
he has already prayed. 

J .A.COB VAN.A.IT.A., 

Solicitor for Complainants. 
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Evidence 011 part of Con11,Iai11a11t. 187 

Examination of witnesses taken in a cause dcpcndin~ in 
the Court of Chancery of New Jersey, betwcn ,John II. V. 
Vanduyne complainrnt, and John II. Vreeland a111l others 
defendants, on the fourth day of August, in tl,e year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, before Vancleve Dal-
rimple, one of the masters and examiners in Chancery of 
New Jersey, at his office in Morristown in the connt,1· of 
Morris, in the presence of J acoh VanN atta, E-q., solii:itor 
of complainant, and Theodore Little, Esq., solicitor of de- 188 
fondant. 

Ilannali Dey, of the township of Pequannock, in the 
C'lunty of Morris, a witness produced and sworn, on the 
part of said complainant, deposeth and saith : I am the 
mother of the complainant, John II. Y. Vandnyne; my 
present husband is John Dey; my first hnsbarnl's name was 
Nicbolas Vanduyne; 1,e died the l!Jth day of October, 
1842; I think it will be fifteen years in October, now com-
ing; I knew John II. Vreeland, and I knew his fin,t wife ; lS() 
her nane was Rachel; Rachel the fir,t wife of John II. 
Vreeland was my sister; they were in the habit of visiting 
me often in her lifetime, and I of Yisiting them, but 110! 

so often as I had a family; they ne,·er lrn<l any child to my 
knowldge; my son John was born in 1S22, I think; I will 
not be certain; I think that was the date; I had one ohlcr 
than her Stephen; Mr. John II. Vreeland and his wife 
Rachel were at my house a few days after John was born-
two or three days; they made a request in respect to the 
baby. l&0 

Question. State what tbe request was. 
Answer. They wanted him so as to give him his, Vree-

land'~, property. 
Q. State what Mr. Vreeland and his wife said about that. 
A. Well, they wanted to take him right away along if I 

would give him to them; I told them that they could not 
have him then; that if they waiter! till he was a year old, 
then they could have him ; then I told them that if their 
intention was to take him they must have him uaptized 
themselves; that they agreed to do; and when he was be-

7 
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tween seven and eight weeks old, then they sent Mrs. Gar-
rabrant, my other sister, for her to take me there on Satur-
day afternoon, so she, 1Irs. Vreeland, could fix him, John 
Ilemy, herself; then ,re "·ent Sunday to Monteith church 
with him; then Vreeland and his wife both stood for him, 
and had him haptize<l in their own name; they gave him 
the name. 

Q. "When Mr. Vreeland first spoke about taking John, 
what reason, if any, did he give for wanting hiin, or why 
did he say he wante<l him 1 

A. Ko other reason, only he had had different children, 
and he could not bring them up right to snit him; that is 
all the reason I ever heard of. 

Q. 1V as your husband there when Mr. Vreeland was first 
at your house talking about taking John ? 

A. He was present. 
Q. Did he consent that Mr. Vreeland and his wife shoul,l 

take Jolm? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. \\Thy did you consent to part ,vith yonr child ; what 

inclucement had you to do it 1 
"\. Kothing, only the promise they made; they had 

always been after the chil<lrnn ; they wanted the first one. 
Q. What was the promise they made 1 
A. The promise was, they wante<l some one to take care 

of them when they got old, so they could not do anything; 
the promise was all the property if I would let him go .• 

Q. "\Vho was to ha,·c all the property? 
A. John Henry Vanduyne; they were to take care of 

the child ; every two or three wee:ks they would he there 
to visit him, and see to him after that time before he was 
taken. 

Q. Did :Mr. Vreeland say he would take John, but wonl<l 
not give him any of his property, unless he lived with him 
as long as he, Vreeland, lived, or anything of that kind? 

A. No, sir; I ne,·er heard of such an understanding be-
fore. 

Q. 1V ould yon have consented that 11Ir. Veerland should 
take John away from you ~nd adopt him us his son, if he 
had only agreed to give John his property, upon condition 
that John live<l with him as long as he, Vreeland, lived 1 
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(All e,idence as to parol agreement objected to, and this 194 
question objected to, as leading and irrelevant.) 

A. No, sir; I ,rnuld not. 
Q. Was there any condition or qualification put by Mr. 

Vreeland to his promise, that he would give John his pro-
perty? 

A. Nothing only the bare promise that he would do it; 
before John went to )Ir. Vreeland's to live. (Waived.) 
John was in hiq thirteenth month when he ,1·ent to Mr. 
Vreeland's to liYe; he lived at 1\Ir. Yreeland's house after 
that with his uncle and aunt; he called them father and 195 
mother; and called me and my lrnslJand uncle and aunt; 
}\fr. Yreeland and his wife taught him to do so. (Each 
sentence of this evidence objected to.) Ile continued to 
call me and my husband uncle and aunt till he was a man 
grown ; he was ten or twelve years old lJefore he knew we 
were his parents, and then the colored man told him ; John 
worked at Mr. Vreeland's as soon as he was able to do any-
thing, and before that he went to school I suppose. 

Q Did Mr. Vreeland ever tell you how John suited 
him! 196 

.A. Yes; he said he could depend upon him in every-
thing; he was always a good, obedient boy in everything 
he told him; he told me that at different times when he 
would come to my house ; he never found a word of fault 
to me about John; I remember l\Ir. Veerland being sick 
some seven or eight years after John went there; while he 
was sick I and my husband were sent for to go to Mr. 
Veerland's house; l\Ir. Vanduyne went; I conld not leave 
home; I do not know what took place between them at that 
time, except what Mr. Vanduyne said. 197 

Q. Do you kno;v whctber your husband, Mr. Vanduyne, 
ever went to sec l\Ir. Yreeland about John having a trade 1 

(Objected to.) 

.A.. I do; he went; I told :Ur. Vanduyne that if Mr. 
Vreeland did not mean to give John anything, to show that 
he was to have his property, I wanted John to have a 
trade; I did not go with my husband; I guess John was 
in his seventeenth year then ; John was not put to a trade; 
they could not spare him. 
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198 Q. Did you give up insisting that John should go to a trade 1 
(Oh,iected to.) 
A. I did not urge any more after Mr. Vreeland promised 

again to J\Ir. Vanduyne. • 
Q. 1'rhat is the reason you did not urge any more 1 
(Objectrd to.) 
A. I thought if ho got enough to satisfy him for his labor, 

then he could ham a houol' and home, and help himself as 
he had always lived and been brought up there. 

Q. Yon say that yonr lm,l>and went to see Mr. Vreeland 
about John having a trade; after your hnsband returned 
from :?ifr. Yreelaud ',, dicl he tell you about what Mr. Vree-

199 land had rnid about John ,having a trade? 

200 

A. Yes, 8ir; he said :I.Ir. Vrneland could not spare the 
boy nohow to 1,ave a trade; he !,ad more for him than a 
trade would he for him; I don't know of anything else. 

(Objected to.) 
Q. Did :.\Ir. Y andnyne say whether Mr. Yreeland had 

told hin, what he intended to do with his property, and if 
so, \I hat did he say ? 

(Ol>jected to.) 
A. He said :.\Ir. Vreeland had told hiin he meant to do 

as he al ll"ays said ho "·oukl do. 
Q. Did your husl,and, Mr. Vanduyne, make a will shortly bef:,re he died 1 
A. Ile di,!. 
Q. Shortly before that will was made, did he have any 

talk with you al>out making that will. 
A. Tes. 
Q. State what he sai<l about making the will. 
(Objected to.) 
A. Ile told 1110 he di<l not know what to do for that boy, 

John Henry; he said that his uncle had always promised 
to gi,·e him, l,ut he conl<l not tell whether he would or 
not; if he <lidn't give him anything, he would fall short of 
the rest of our children; he said he di<l not know what to 
do for him; I tol<l him he must do the best he could for 
him ; tbis was on Satnrday night before the will was made 
on Monday ; he died just two weeks after the will was 
made, lacking one day. 
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Q. What did he say would be the result if Mr. Vreelaud 201 
gave J ohu his property! 

A. That he would be better off than all our children if 
he did do it. 

Q. Did he give J\hn anythtng by his will! 
(Objected to.) 
A. He mentioned his n3me in the will, in the forenoon 

when it was written, bnt when he came to sign it, at night, 
Joh n's name was stricken out; no property was given to 
John by the will. 

Q. Was there ever any unfriendly feeling on the part of 
your husband towards your son John 1 

A. No sir; always friendly. 
Q. After John had gone to Jive with Mr. Vreeland, did 

you ever hear Mr. Vreeland say anything about giving 202 
John his property! 

A. No sir, I can't tell that ever I have. 

Witness being cross-examined, by counsel of defendants 
further says : I think it was seven years last February since 
I was maniecl to my present husband ; I was executrix of 
my husband's will. • 

Q. Diel you pay any debt for which your husband was 
seen rity for your son John! 

(Objected to.) 
A. Not for which he was security for John, but one for 

which he was security for John H. Vreeland; it was two 
hundred dollars, to Golim Doremus' estate; a joint note of 
John II. Vreeland and my husband Vanduyne; no other 
name on that note; there was another two hundred dollar 203 
note given in tl,e same way, by the same persons, held by 
John R. Vanduyne, executor of Cornelius Vanduyne; I 
paid the Golim Doremus note as executrix of my deceased 
husband ; I did not pay the other; I don't know who paid 
it; I believe the notes were given for money to pay on the 
place which was bought for J obn Ilenry; Mr. V1·eeland 
came to my husband and wanted him to go and find out 
where he could get the money, and then he wanted Mr. 
V ancluyne to go along for security; then the executors of 
Golim Doremus would not let him have the money after it 
was counted out on the table, unless he would give a joint 
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20! note with my husband on as security ; that was a little 
over a year before my husband died I think; the interest 
was due just before he died I think; the place was bought 
of John Miller; it was close by Mr. Vreeland's, so that he 
did not want anybod.)"'living on it, near by, that would 
have fowls about his barn; John llenry has claimed the 
title to it since, and has lived on it part of the time; they , 
were to pay about seven hundred dollars ; no part of that 
seven hundred dollars was paid by my husband, or his es. 
late, except the two hundred dollars; I do not know who 

205 the rest was paid by; it was bonght in the fall after John 
was married in the spring ; Jnhn built a barn on it after it 
was bought; I had eight children by my fit-st husband, liv-
ing at the time of his death; seven of them were boys; 
Stephen has a trade, but he has learned it since he has been 
his own boss ; none of them were pnt to trades; I was not 
present in,the room when my husband', 11·ill was written; 
I knew what they were doing ; I did not hear it read be-
fore it was signed at night; I did not know till after my 
husband's death that J olm's name had been pnt in the will 

206 and stricken out; I don't know who struck it out nor by 
whose direction it was done; the conversation between me 
and my husband about John hrwing a trade was at our 
house; Mr. Vreeland was not present at any part of it; I 
do not know that he had any such conversation with :Mr. 
Vreeland, except from what he told me after he came home; 
Mr. Vreeland told me at different times that John was a 
good, obedient boy; it was before my husband's death; it 
was before Joh n's marriage; when he was ten, twelve or 
fourteen years of age; John frequently came to see us, 

207 while he was growing up; we lived about four miles from 
Mr. Vreeland's; he appeared to be well clothed and taken 
care of; I never heard any complaint in particular but 
once, and then he came and told me ; he was then a young 
man grown np, thirteen, fourteen or fifteen years old; I 
could not tell exactly for that; maybe a little older; I be-
lieve John had a horse he called his own, when he grew up; 
he rode in a wagon and always said it was his; this was be· 
fore he was married or he grew np. 

Q. Yon said they wanted some one to take care of them 
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when they got old and could not do anything : what else did 208 
they say 1 

A . That I believe was all ; they expected he would live 
with t!.:em of cour,e. 

Q. Did they not say that they w~nted some one to live 
with them in their old age as their child? 

A. Yes sir, and to take care of them and stay with them 
as they had fol'lnerly clone; that was their intention ; they 
said they wanted to adopt him as their own child. 

Q. "\Vas it not the undm-standing that they were to take 
him and treat him just as their own child 7 

A. That was the understanding throughout; we expect-
ed them to do it. 

Q. Was anything said about its not being probable they 209 
"·ould never ham any children 7 

A. They did not my aIJything about it, only that they 
did not expect over to luwe any, as ?ifrs. Vreeland said. 

Q. ,rhat property was he to give him? 
A . The property where he now lives on ; he had no 

other farm than that ; that was the property we expected 
he would give him. 

Q. Was it that particular property or the prope1 ty he 
might own at his death 7 

A. I expected that property, and what he might own at 
his death too, by the promise; J olm now lives in Essex 
county; I guess a little over a mile from Y rceland's; he 
docs not now live "ll"here he used to; before th·it he lived 
about four miles from Mr. Vreeland's; he moved where he 210 
now liws, this spring. 

Q. "\Vas it your understanding that Mr. Vreeland was to 
give John all his property, or the principal part of it, or 
that he would treat him as he would treat his own child in 
disposing of his property when he came to die? 

A. IIe always said he would give him all when he came 
to die. 

To questions by counsel of complainant: 
Q. Diel yon object to paying the Golim Doremus note? 
(Ohjectcd to.) 
,i. I did; John "Vreeland had had the money and dis-

posed of it as he pleased. 
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211 Q. Did you, or not, believe and insist that your husband 
had signed the notes as security for Vreeland, or to help 
Vreeland get the money 1 

.A.. Yes sir; that was the reason I objected to paying it. 
Q. Did your husband before he died, direct you to tell 

Mr. Vreeland that he must pay off or take up these two 
hundred dollar notes, or anything to that effect 1 

(Objected to.) 
.A.. Yes sir; he called me to t 10 bed and told me; I told 

Mr. Vreeland what my husband told me; I went right out 
doors and told him before he left; my son J olm Ilenry had 
brought the interest money to our house, and my husband 
was not able to go and take it, and Mr. Vreeland called to 

212 get it, and this occurred when he called; when I told Mr. 
Vreeland this he said he knew that they had had the 
money, and he would go and give his notes for it; that was 
on Wednesday, election day, as Mr '{ anduyne died on 
Sunday; Mr. Vreelan'd never saw Mr. Vanduyne after that 
before his death; Mr. Vreelancl did not give his own notes 
for these. 

To questions by counsel of defendants: I had no bad feel-
ings towards Mr. Vreeland before the trouble about this 
note; about a year after my husband's death; we were not 
on bad terms before my husband's death, as I recollect of; 
I have never collected or tried to collect that note of John 
II. Vreeland since I paid it. 

213 On the examination being read over to witness, she says, 
that she desires to state that the statement that Golim Dore-
mus' executors would not let the money go until her hus-
band gave a joint note with Vreeland, is incorrect, and that 
she meant to be understood to say that John II. Vreeland 
would not take the money, unless her husband, Vanduyne, 
would give a joint note with him; but all she knows about 
it is that her husband told her so; she was not present 
when the money was borrowed. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, the } 
4th day of .August, .A.. D. 1857, 

IlANNAII DEY. 

V. DALRIMPLE, 
Master in Chancery of New Jersey. 
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Ezekiel B. Gaines, of the township of Pequannock, afore- 21! 
said, a witness produced and sworn on the part of sai,1 com-
plainant, deposeth and sr.,th: I know Jno. II. Vrcel.,nd, 
and have known him for a good many years; I wrnte a 
will for him; the first one was a number of year; since; 1 
do not know as I could tell. 

Question. To whom was the principal part of his proper-
ty given by the first will you wrote for JIJr. Y reel and ? 

(Objected to.) 
A.. JIJy impression is, that by the first will the principal 

part of the property was given to the widow during her 21f> 
widowhood, and at her marriage or decease it was to go to 
Jno. Henry Vanduyne; it was previous to J no. Henry's 
marriage; I could not tell how long before; it was some-
time before his marriage; I have ,rritteu one since; that 
was wri\ten some time after the will was \\Titten by .:\Ir. 
Sickles; it may have beeu some years after;. it was while 
his first wife was living; it was left with .:\Ir. Vreeland ; I 
do not know where it now is; I was present when he exe-
cuted the will written by George G. Sickles; I believe I 
snbscribed that will as a witness, if my memory serves me 2. 6 
right; tile paper now shown me is that paper ( ,rhich paper 
I have marked Exhibit A. 1, on part of con1plainant. 

(Same \\·as objected to by defendants.) 
I saw Mr. Vreeland sign his naine to that at that time; I 
recollect that three other witnesses, "·hnse names are signed 
to that will, being present at the same time; I do uot know 
that I should have recollected who were the other witne,ses 
without hearing their names to the will; I presume I saw 
their signatures mad', but can't speak for certainty; Mr. 
Sickles was there, and had the management of the matter, 217 
and I p1·esume it is in his handwriting, though I cannot say 
for a certainty; I saw the signatures 111ade by JIJr. Vree-
land on the top and margin of the pages of the will. 

To questions on cross-examination by counsel of defend-
ants: 

A. That will shown me here was left in the hands of JIJr. 
Vreeland after it was executed ; some seven years after 
that will was executed, JIJr. Vreeland called on me and 

8 
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asked me to draw another, and brought this one along, and 
said it might be of some use to to me in drawing another for 
him, aud left it with me, and it has there remained from 
that time since till Mt·. John II. V. Y anduyne took it out 
of rny posse,sion ; I delivered that paper to complainant 
without the knowledge or consent of ~fr. Vreeland; at the 
time T drew the last will, I was not directed to destroy this 
will; it was not present when the other was executed; .Mt·. 
Vanduyne came to my house and said he had been to 
Sickles', and Sickles directed him to endeavor to find that 
will, and I delivered it to ~fr. Vanduyne, at his request; 
I do not know that it is my custom to deliver np paper; en-
trnsted to me to third parties. 

Witness here desires to say, that when he delivered the 
will to hlr. Y anduyne, he said he merely wanted to show 
it to his lawyer, and would return it in a fow days, and that 
is the last witness has seen of it until to-day. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, this} 
4th day of August, A. D. 1857, 

Y. DaLRntPLE, 

E. B. GAINES. 

Master in Chancery, of Kew Jersey. 

Cornelius Bush, of the township of Pequannock afore-
said, a witness, produced and sworn on the part of said 
complainant, deposeth and saith: I am acquainted with 
John lI. Vreeland; I have known him alrnost as long as I 
can remember, but have not known him particularly so 
long ; my wife is a uiece of his; I was married at Vree-
land' house t1renty-two years ago the third day oflast July; 
since my marriage I have worked for Vreeland; for the 
first year or two I did not work a great deal fot· hi111; since 
and from that time till a year or two back I worke,l there 
pretty much altogether ; John Ilenry Vanduyne was then 
at :Mr. Vreeland's, when I first commenced to work for 
him; he was ,rnrking there with the rest of us; he always 
called hlr. Vreeland papa and his wife rnamma; I do not 
know as I can say I ever heard him call them anything 
else ; I do not know as I have; I mean when speaking to 
either one of tltem. 

Q. Did hlr. Vreeland ever tell you how John Ilemy 
came to be with him 1 
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.A.. Yes, sir. 222 
Q. State what he said about it. 
(Objected to.) 
.A.. Ile told me that he had taken him when he was a 

year old-taken him as his own, and that he hacl had him 
christened as his own, and that he had always intended to 
do by him as his own; he has told me a number of times 
that whatever he had he intended should be John Ilenry's. 

Q. Did you ever hear him say ,,hether he had made any 
promises when he got John IIenry? 

.A.. Ile said that he had promised to give him ,t>hat he 
had. 

(Objected to.) 
Q. Did he say whether he intended to do so, or not to 223 

do so? 
(Objected to.) 
A. Ile said he intended to do so. 
Q. Diel ~Ir. Vreeland tell you more than once, or speak 

more than once in your presence about how John came to 
be J;,·ing with him, and about what he intended to do for 
him/ 

.A.. I don't know that he ever told me -more than once 
how he came to be living with him, but if I wern to say 
that a hundred times I have heard him say that he intend-
ed to give him what he had, I do not think I would be out 
of the way. 

Q. When he was telling you what he had promised to 
give John, did he annex any qualification to it ? 224 

A. I never heard any. 
(Objected to, as leading.) 
Q. When speaking as to what he was going to give John, 

did you ever hear him say that he wouldn't give John his 
property unless John continued to live with him as long as 
he, Afr. Vreeland, lived, or anything like that? 

(Objected to, as leading.) 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether John Henry Vanduyne, when 

he was a boy thirteen or fifteen years of age, knew that 
Mr. Vreeland had promised to give him his property? 

.A.. Ile used to talk about it at that time ; John worked 
for Mr. Vreeland from the time I first knew him till he 
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225 wa8 twenty.one years of age; he was 0driving team, 
ploughing and mowing, and all kinds of work on the 
farm, along with the re,;t of us; be was always consid-
ered a good hand; Mr. Vreeland was always pleased 
with him generally; I never heard him find any fault 
bnt about one thing; I never heard him find fanlt with 
his work; Jolin Henry went after the gi1·ls some, and he 
ditl not like it when he went after then,; I remember 
when J olm went to keeping house, in the house near .Mr. 
Vreeland's; I recollect when John ,,as elected constaulc 

22r, of Pequannock township; he worked for Mr. Vreeland 
generally from the time he went to keeping house till he 
was elected constable; he was there pretty much all the 
time, except when he was at work on his own lot, and 
sometimes we ,rnnt over and helped on that lot together 
like; it was worked along with the rest of the farm; I 
was sent there to work sometimes by .Mr. Vreeland ; I can't 
say where the grain raised in that lot was taken; while 
J'ohJ1 \\·as constable he 11orkcd for Mr. Yreeland; I could 
not say which year he had the most busine,s of the two 

227 years he was constable; he 'll·as gone one year more than 
the ,,the1·, bnt I can't say which year it was; he used fre-
quently to be there at work while constable; sometimes he 
would take a I,orse and be gone a day or so, and then 
uaek, and at work again ; I should say he ,ms there at 
work, while constaule, at least half the time; I did not see 
any difference in his mode of working the farm after he 
was elected constable, from what it had been before; after 
be cea,e<l to be constable, he worked for ~fr. Vreeland ; I 
do not know as I can state exactly when he did quit; the 

228 la,t work I recollect doing there with him was gettiug out 
firewood in the winter, botore he moved away in the 
spring; I think it was four or five years ago last spring 
since he moved away from there; a part of the time since 
he has lived under the mountain abont four miles off; per-
haps it was longer since he moved away; he lived under 
t e mountain four years last sprin~; I think he bad 
been away from Vreeland's about two years when John 
Brickell moved on Vreeland's farm; I knew Nicholas Van-
duyne in his lifetime, when John was a boy in his teens; 
I saw ~icholas Vanduyne at Vreeland's. 
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Q. Did you hear a conversation between John H. Vree- 229 
land and Nicholas Vanduyne about putting John to a 
trade 1 

A.. Well, I heard this con"l'ersation; :Mr. Vanduyne came 
to Mr. Vreeland's, and we were called in to dinner, all of 
us together, and Mr. Vanduyne asked Mr. Vreeland, or 
spoke to him, and said John Henry had spoken to him 
about a trade; and that he felt it his duty, he said, as he 
was his child, to come and see about it; and he asked Mr. 
Vreeland whether he meant to do as he had agreed to do 
with the boy ; that's the ,my he spoke; :orr. Vreeland, he 230 
said, that he did ; and as for a trade, be said, that was jnst 
time thrown away, and more than that, he said he could 
not spare him ; and, said he, I have got trade enough for 
him here; those are the words, as near as I can recollect; 
and Mr. Vandnyne eaid that if that was so, he had no more 
to say ; I can't say whether John Ilenry was present at 
that conversation or not; I don't think he was ; I won't be 
certain ; John Ilenry was about fifteen or sixteen years old 
at that time ; I cannot tell his age with any accuracy at 
that time; I rncollect when Nicholas Vanduyne died; 231 
shortly after his death, I had a conversation with John H. 
Vreeland about the will of Nicholas Vanduyne. 

Q. State what it was. 
tObjected to.) 
A.. After he had been dead sometime, I can't tell how 

long, me .and Mr. Vreeland were together, and 1 asked him 
if he knew how the will was ; he said he did-that he had 
heard; and then I asked him if John Henry had not got 
anything by the will; he said no, he had not got anything; 
I told him I thought that was kind of queer that he had not 232 
given him anything at all; he said John Ilenry did not 
neod it; he had enough without it; I knew Vreeland's 
wife, Rachel ; I heard she had made a will before her 
death; I am not sure that her husband knew that she had 
made the will before she died. 

Q. If you know anything about it, state what yon know. 
A.. I took her to Esquire Speer's myself, and she told me 

that was her business to make her will ; that was not a 
great while before she died ; but I can't tell exactly how 
long; it appeal"S as if I and Mr. Vreeland did have some 
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233 talk about her having made her will before she died; but I 
won't be sure about that; I think he told me, one day, that 
she had willed her property to John Ilenry ; that was be-
fore her death; but I can't be positive about it; I recollect 
of John II. Vreeland being sick a year or two after ·his 
second marriage; I guess it was some,vhere about a year 
after his marriage; may be not so long; it was the next 
summer after his marriage in the fall; he was sick quite 
a while; three or four weeks; perhaps longer; I do not re-
collect the time; I was there, at the house, a part of the 

234 time during his sickness; I was there, and helped take care 
of him, part of the time, and John Henry was there, and 
helped part of the time; we used to take turns nights; I 
would stay a night or two, and th0n John Ilenry a night 
or two, and so on ; he needed a good deal of attention du-
ring some part of the night ; John Ilenry's wife was about 
the house part of the time; I was there after he was im-
proving and nearly well; about that time, I was there one 
night with him, when he was on the mend, and he was so 
much better ,rn did not set up with him all the time; I was 

235 there principally for the purpose of giving him medicine, 
and had a bed on the floor close by him, so that he could 
wake me in Ca$e I was not awake ; and through the course 
of the night, I can't tell what time of night it was, I was 
up, and he commenced talking about John Ileury, and tell-
ing how John ilenry had waited on him through his sick-
ness, and said that !Je could never call on him amiss-any 
time of day or any time of night, whenever he called on 
him, he was always ready; and he said he meant to reward 
him for it; Mr. Vreeland's wife was sick shortly before he 

236 was, and she was not then entirely "·ell; she had been very 
ill for a long time; she ,ms entirnly helpless a part of the 
time; we had to lift her; there "·ere a good many differ-
ent ones helped take care of her and tend her ; and part of 
the time me and John Ilenry and my folks and his folks 
and Mr. Vreeland's folks; a part of the time she had to be 
moved about in a chair; I have seen John llenry's wife 
and him there; I do not know that I ever saw John Ilenry 
moving her alone but once, and that was after she got bet-
ter; he was walking her about the floor, so as to give her 
exercise; she was weak like; I did not see but what John 

r 
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IIenry and his wife were kind and attentive to 1[rs. Vree- 237 

land during her sickness; they were there hack and forth a 

good deal; I ~aw nothing to the contrary; after 1Ir. Vree-

land's marriage, his barn was repaired; it was the next 

spring after his marriage ; I believe his house and barn 

both were repaired ; when we were at work there at repair-

ing the house and barn, I heanl him tell John IIenry he 

ought to be there at work, for, sriys he, it is more for your 

interest than mine ; I will soon be gone, and then it will be 

yours; John was there then, working around there; one of 

the carpenters was Stephen Vamluyne, ancl Albert Vorhies 238 

another; I heard }\fr. Vreeland Ray this while Albert Vor-

hies was working there; I remember John Henry being 

sick one summer; if I remember right, that was the sum-

mer after the barn and house were repaired ; it was a year 

and a half or t,,·o years before John Henry moved away; 

I can't tell exactly how Ion~; he was taken sick the latter 

part of July or first of August; I could not tell exactly 

when it was; "·e had just about finished the harvest when 

he was taken down ; me and his brother finished it the next 

day after he was taken down; John Henry helped in tho 239 

harvest till he was taken sick ; he worked in the harvest 

the clay before we finished ; tho day before, he was taken 

sick at night ; from the comn1encement of the fanning sea-

son till John Henry was taken sick, he had been home, 

there working on Mr. Vreeland's place; he was sick quite 

a while, quite sick, and then he got better, so that he was 

around, but did not do much for quite a while; he had a 

physician-Dr. Fairchild; I mean Dr. Kitchell, not Fair-

child; I thought John was sick while he ,,·as complai;1ing; 

I know he was part of the time; that summer before John 240 

was sick, I cannot say that Vreeland and his wife were 

away, Yisiting. 
Q. Did you e,er hear or see anything which indicated 

an unfriemlly feeling on the part of the present Mrs. Vree-

land towards J olm llemy or his wife 1 
(Objected to.) 
A. I can't say that I over heard the woman say anything 

against John Henry particularly; I ,ms there, one day, 

and }Irs. Vreeland talked to me, and said that John 

IIeury's wife had told Mr. Vreeland that the nest would 

I 

I 
' I 
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241 soon eat him up, and she would let Fanny know she said 
that her folks had al ways had euongh to eat, and had 
enough without coming to Pine Brook for it; aud just such 
folks, she said, she did not like; and she said she wished 
she was out of the place where she was; that's all I have 
ever heard her say unfriendly; that was the second sum-
mer she was there. 

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Vreeland wanted John 
Henry to stay where he was living, or wanted him to go 
away : did you ever hear him say anything about it? 

242 .A.. I never heard him say anything about it, one way or 
the other, that I recollect of. 

Q. Did you hear Mr. Vreeland say as to whether he was 
going to have, or wanted to have, an_vthing more to do 
with John Henry, or anything to that effect? 

.A.. Some sho1-t time before J olm Henry moved away 
from where he lived, me and Mr. Vreeland were going to 
or coming from Newark, and he told me that he would not 
have anything more to do with him at all; I asked him 
why, and he said because he had got entirely out of conceit 

243 of him; those were the words he used; he said nothing 
else particular then ; perhaps it was three months before 
John moved away; it was in the winter as John moved 
away in the ~pring; I did not afterwards tell John Ilcmy 
what l\lr. Vreeland had said to me; he told me once since 
that, that if he altered his writings, he would fix it so that 
neither me nor John Ilenry, either one, would get any of 
it; that was the time that we had a disturbance about some 
grass; I went to him to talk with him about the grass, and 
ask him why he had taken it, or put other people on to 

244 mow, and then I told him I was going to prnsecute him for 
so doing, and he did not want me to, and in the conversa-
tion we had, he said, if he altered his writings, he would 
fix it rn, that neither I or John llenry would get anything, 
and I replied he might take his property and stick it in his 
backside, if he had a mind to, that I was going to have 
pay for the grass ; that was after John Ilenry had moved 
away from l\lr. Vreeland's place; I know John T. Brickell; 
I first became acquainted with him after Mr. Vreeland 
married the woman he has. 

7 



Q. Before he commenced liYing on Vreeland's 1;lace, did 2-!5 
he and his wife visit at Mr. Vreeland's? 

A. Yes, sir; they were there occasionally not Ye1·y often ; 
two or three times a year; maybe oftener; sometimes 
they would stay two or three days; Mr. Vrcclaml and lus 
wife vi,ited at B,·iekell's, as they said, two or three times 
a year; I could not tell exactly as to the l!umber of time~; 
sometimes they would stay a week at a time; most gene-
rally wonld stay a week when they went down there 
amongst their folks. 

Q. ,Vas Mr. Brickell at Mr. Vreeland's aliont the time 2±6 
the house and barn were bein~ repaired, 01· soon after that?. 

A. Ile was there shortly after it was repaired; I saw him 
at that time; I had a little conversation with him at that 
time about John llenry Vandnyue. 

Q. State what it was, how it commenced, an,! what was 
said between you. 

A. I wa~ at the barn, then at w01·k; 1fr. Brickell came 
there with his horses, and after he t, ok care of the111, he 
came to me, and began t0 talk about ditre,·ent things, and 
amongst the rest he got to talking about the harn, what a 2±7 
large floor we had, and he did not like such bi;_: flolll';, he 
rnid; he told me that he had been hnildin~ 01· repai,·ing 
his; I can't say which it was, and said he, the old man 
(Vreeland) does not like my barn, bccansc the floor was 
not big enongh ; then he went on to state how he \\'Ot1ld 
have fixed this if it had been his; then I tol<l him that 
uncle John would not have it any other way whilst he 
Ii ved, and I told him if it got into John Henry',; hands, I 
supposed it would soon be altered; then he wanted to know 
where he livecl, and I told him, anrl hew nted to know if :HS 
he was heir to that property, and I told him that that was 
so calculated ; then he wanted to know how, and I told 
him; I told him that he was his adopted son, that he had 
taken him as his child, and adopted him as his son; that's 
about all the conversation we ever had al>out him. 

Q. In that conver,ation, did you or 11ot tell :Mr. Brickell 
that )Ir. Vreeland had promise<] to give that property to 
John llenry, and if so, state ,diat you said to him in regard 
to ,Tohn II. Vreeland's promises to John or his parents ! 

(Objected to, because leading, and because witness has 
0 
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249 already given in his own way the conversation between 
them.) 

.A.. ]\fr. Brickell asked me if that was so what I told him, 
and I told him J\fr. Vreeland had told me so. 

Q. What did yon tell Lim Mr. Vreeland had told yon! 
(Objected to.) 
.A.. This property, that is, that Mr. Vreeland Irnd promised 

to give him this property, that is what I meant; when he 
asked me if he had adopted John, I told him yes, he had 
told me so; what I meant was, that he had promised to 
give him the property. 

Q. I want to know whether you did or did not then tell 
J\Ir. Brickell, in distinct words, that J\Ir. Vreeland had told 

250 yon he had promised to give that property to John ? 
(Objected to, as leading, and as having been asked and 

answered.) 
.A.. I told him that Mr. Vreeland had told me so; John 

Ilenry was then living in the little house adjoining ]\[r. 
Vreeland's place; that was more than a year before 
Brickell moved on the place. 

Q. ,v as the repair of the barn and house made befo,·e or 
after J\Ir. Vreeland's sickness, which has been spoken of? 

.A.. It was before; J\Ir. Vreeland has lived there on the 
farm since Brickell has lived there. 

Q. What is that farm worth! 
.A.. It is worth between seven and eight thousand dollars, 

I suppose; somewhere there about, I suppose. 
251 Q. Did you ever hear Mr. Vreeland speak of having had 

an offer for that farm from ~Ir. Henry Beach, or any other 
person! 

.A.. Mr. Vreeland told me himself that Dr. Gaines had 
come there, and asked him if he wanted to sell his farm, 
and I think he told me he had told him yes, and he told 
him to set his price, but I won't be certain whether he said 
it was eight or ten thousand dollars he asked for it; that 
was some years ago, and he said the Doctor told him to 
make out his deed, and Le could have the money, whatever 
the price was; he said aunt Rachel would not let him, was 
the reason he did not make out the deed; she said that if 
he sold his place, he should sell her with it ; I knew a horse 
which was kept on Mr. Vreeland's farm, and called John 
;Henry's. 
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Q. How did it come to be called John Henry's? 252 
A . Mr. Vreeland said he had given it to him when it 

was a colt, that was what he told me; the· horse \\·as used 
on Mr. Vreeland's farm the same as the rest of the horses ; 
he was used, and al ways kept there, till John Henry moved 
away to the little house, and then John Ilenry took him 
with him when he moved there; he was used on the farm 
the same as he always had been, only he was kept over at 
John Ilenry's; for the last year he was not used so much 
on the fa!·m ; I do not recollec( that he was on the farm at 
all the .last year ; he might have been on the farm then ; I 253 
recollect John Ilenry's carting to and from Boonton; I 
know Mr. Vreeland drew part of the money earned by that 
carting; he told me he was going to draw it, is all I know 
about it ; it was pay-day in Boonton ; he told me he was 
going to draw the money f0r the carting. 

At this point the examination was suspended, and ad-
journed by counsel to Thursday next, the 6th instant, at 
nine o'clock, A. M., at same place. 

254 
TrruRSDAY MORNrno, August 6th, 1857. 

Examination of witnesses resumed, pursuant to adjourn-
ment. 

,vitness being aross-exarnined by counsel for defendants, 
further saith : I do not know as I could tell just how much 
I worked for Mr. Vreeland; the first two years after I was 
married I worked a considerable; the first year quite 
some, a number of days; I would venture to say one third 
of the time anyway; I think I did; I speak now of the first 255 
year; I did not work a great deal the second year nor the 
third year; I was there a considerable the third year, but 
did not work much, as I was not well; the fourth year I 
worked there a good deal, one-half the time at any rate, if 
my memory serves me right; when I did work out, after 
the first two years, I worked there pretty steadily when I 
worked out at all; I am a rnason by trade; I have followed 
my trade very little since my marriage; I worked by the 
day for Mr. Vreeland; he kept other hired help steadily; 
he had different ones; he used to hire men by the year; 
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256 he had a colored man who lived with him; I worked on 
the farm, and the old gentleman worked on the farm him-
self; he did not hire any man stea,ly by the year but one; 
one rnmmer he did have two, part of the season; when he 
hired anybody I was generally there; I worked there a 
good deal; he did not cnltivate his whole farm quite; it is 
th,·oe or four years since I quit working for the old gentle-
man; I quit ,rn,·king for him when he had the difficulty 
about the g,-ass; I have never worked for him since ; I 
can't recollect whether I worked for him that summer 
before we had the difficulty about the grass or not; I do 
not think I did; I do not know that I have worked for him 
since ,John Henry moved away from there; I worked at 

257 home, on my little place, when I was not working for the 
old gen I lernan; I occasionally worked a day for another 
man; there is about t!Jrce acres of my place tha-t I cul-
tivate. 

Q. When and where did the conversation take place in 
which yon say the old gentleman told yon how John came 
to be living with him1 

A. Ile has told me that so often that I do not know that 
I could tell one particular place. 

Q. Did you not say upon your principal examination 
that you dirl not know? 

(\\' aived.) 
Q. \\'hat "·ere y_ou doing when he told you how John 

Henry cr,me to be living ,Yith him 1 
A. Ile has told n,c when we were riding along the road 

258 to.ether in a wagon; I can't tell exactly what we were 
doing; he has told me that at least twenty different times; 
it was no uncommon thing; I do not recollect where we 
were riqing to, from Newark or to Newark, or back of the 
Meadows, or some vlace; it has been so oftc11, I do not 
recollect. 

Q. Do you recollect of his telling you, when riding to or 
from Newark, or back of the Meadows, how John came to 
live with him 1 

A. I recollect of his tolli11g me; yes, sir; I think one 
particular conversation was when we ,rere coming from 
Newark, that is some years ago; I cannot tell you how 
Iong; its when I first b1Jga11 to work there; that's the first 

1 
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time I recollect of his telling me along the road ; it was 259 
along in summer or spring; I can't tell just what season of 
the year it was; we had been down to Newark to market, 
with butter and eggs; we had not been down with poultry; 
I never went down with him with poultry to my recollec-
tion; I freqnently went with him to Newark, with bntter 
and eggs; I went with him for other purposes besides tak-
ing butter and eggs, with timber and bark; that is the first 
time he told me expressly, but I had heard him and Mrs. 
Vreeland talk of it before in the house. 

Q. What reason did he assign for taking John Remy to 
bring up, if any 1 

A. I don't know that he told me any reason at all ; I 
don't recollect any; I do not know as he said anything 260 
about not having any children of his own to take care of 
him in his old days; I would not be so sure; the old gen-
tleman has told me about how John Henry came to live 
with him back of the :Meadows; he has told me so often I 
cannot tell when and where. 

Q. Did you not say upon your principal examination 
that you did not .know that Mr. Vreeland bad ever told 
you more than once how John came to be living with 
him 1 

A. If I did I misspoke myself, that's all; I did not under-
. stand the question if I did. 

Q. Did you not say in answer to this question by Mr. 
Vanatta: Did Mr. Vreeland tell you more than once, or 
speak more than once in yonr presence, about how John 261 
came to be living with him, and what he intended to do 
for him 1 

A. I don't know as he ever told me more than once how 
he came to be living with him, but I think if I should say 
I had heard him say a hundred times he intended to give 
him what he had, I would not be out of the way; if I an-
swered that in that way I misunderstood it, for it would not 
be right. 

Q. State exactly what he said when he told you how 
John Henry came to be living with him. 

A. "\Veil he told me this, that lie had taken him when he 
was about a yea1· old; that he had had him christened as his 
own, and had always had him ever since; that's all about 
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262 that; that was the language, as near as I can speak it, that 
he nsed; he said about the same every time when he told 
me how he did take him ; he never told me how he came 
to take him or how he agreed to take him; Mr. Vreeland 
is upwards of sixty, I think, but I do not know his age. 

Q. When was it when he told you he intended to give 
John Henry his property, or whatever he had should be 
John Ilenry's 1 

A. At one particular time, that I recollect, we were on 
the wood pile, right across the road from the end of his 

263 house; that was the time Mr. Vanduyne, John Ilenry's 
father I have reference to, had been there to talk to Mr. 
Vreeland, about J oh11 Ilenry's going to a trade; then after 
Mr. Vanduyne went away, Mr. Vreeland came out where 
I was at work on the wood pile and told me; "Now, says he, 
that boy I can't •spare; I have promised to do well by him, 
and I mean to do it, and give him what I leave behind;" 
those were the words he use<l. 

Q. Was that the first time he told yon that what he had 
he meant should be John Ilenry's 1 

264 A. As for that I cannot say. 1 
Q. Is that the first time you recollect of his telling you 1 
A. I do not know whether this was before or after he 

told me the time when we were coming from Newark; I 
mean the time I have before spoken of, when I came from 
Newark with him. 

Q. Do yon recollect that he told yon that time coming 
from Newark that John Henry should have what he left 1 

A. I do not know that he used just them words; he said 
to the same effect. 

265 Q. What property did he say he intended he should ) 
have 1 

A. Ile never mentioned no particular sum, nor no par-
ticular property; he al ways told me John Ilenry should 
have it when he was done with it. 

Q. Where were you when John Ileni·y talked to you 
about the ,old gentleman's promises to give him his pro-
perty 1 

A. I recollect one particular time ; once we were in the 
orchard, sitting under an apple tree, about tile time that he 
wanted to go to a trade, he said that Mr. Vreeland had 
promised to give him his property, but he did not know 
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whether he would get it or not; that's the words he used, 266 
and that was-the reason he wanted to learn a trade; he did 
not know whether he would get the property or not; I 
could not tell how many years this was after my marriage; 
four or five years likely, maybe more and maybe not so 
much; it seems to me as though we were mowing; I do not 
recollect what time of day it was, whether forenoon or 
afternoon; it was before the conversation between Mr. 
Vreeland and John llemy's father; I can't tell you what 
yeaT John waf elected constable; I can't tell ho much 
business he did as constable; it appeaTS to me I have 267 
heard him say he attended Courts at Morristown, but I 
do not know anything about it; I think this conversation, 
under the apple tree, was in the summer, and the next 
spring M~. Vandnyne was there, and had the conversa-
tion with Mr. Vreeland, but I won't be so positive. 

Q. State exactly what John said in that conversation. 
A. I do not know as I could tell every word that he said, 

it is so long ago ; he talked that he wanted to have a trade, 
and they would not let him; he said he would like to have 
a trade; I do not recollect exactly what he did say; that's 268 
the principal part of the conversation; what other words 
he put there I caunot say. 

Q. Do you recollect of anything that J olrn said in that 
conversation besides what you have stated in the last an-
swer 1 If so, state it. 

A. It appears to me as if he said a trade he could never 
lose, if he had it ; I do not know as I can say anything 
more what he said, to be sure, while John was acting as 
constable ; he cultivated his lot himself, so far as I know; 
there were three, fonr or five acres that he cultivated; 269 
there are ten acres in the whole place, if I undeTStood 
right. 

Q. What year was it that Nicholas Vanduyne made that 
visit to John Vreeland that you spoke of? 

A. I could not tell ; it ,ms some little time before Nicho-
las Vanduyne's death, but I could not tell how long; I 
think it was in the spring of the year; I was morticing 
joists when he came there, right across the road from the 
house on wood pile ; J\Ir. Vreeland was gone to mill when 
he first came there; I don't recollect where John was; I 
do not recollect whether he was home or not ; MTS. Van-
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duyne did not come with her husband; I do not recollect 
whether John was at dinner with us or not; it runs in my 
mind as though he was not. 

Q. When did you first repeat the conversation yon heard 
between Mr. Vreeland and Mr. Vanduyne, and to whom 
did you repeat it 1 
· A. The first one that I recollect was my wife, when I 
went home at night ; I do not k,now who else or how many 
I have repeated it to; I have no doubt I have told it to 
John Henry ; I can't tell any particular time, until recently, 
when he asked me about it; I could not tell you the year 
Nicholas Vanduyne died; I think it was the first summer 
after :!IIr. Vreeland was married that he was so sick, but I 
am not sure; I think it was Dr. Maynard or Dr. Winans 
was his physician; perhaps both; I know they were Loth 
there sometimes; I don't recollect what time it was in the 
summer when he was taken sick; I was with him consider-
ably; his colored man did not help to take care of hi111 
much; he was too old; I do not know whether he was sick 
the second season after he was man·ied ; he was frequently 
sick, and always has been since I have known him; the 
sickness in which John and I took so much care of him \\·as 
just after his wife's sickness and while she was recovering; 
he was so sick as to need persons to take care of him and 
sit np with him; he needed siters up two or three weeks-
perhaps longer-perhaps less; he did not, in that conver-
sation at night while he was sick, say anything about re-
warding me for my kindness; his wife was taken sick in the 
early part of the season, and he was taken the latter part 
of the season, if I recollect right. 

273 Q. What reply did John make . to the old gentleman 
when he told him that he ought to be there helping to re-
pair the barn and house; I don't recollect that he said any-
thing at all. 

Q. State as precisely as you can the language the old 
gentleman used. 

A. Well, it appears as though John Ifonry had been 
away, or did not get there soon enough, and the old gentle-
man said," John Ilenry, you ought to be here at work at 
it, and not leave it for me to do, for it's more to your inter-
est than it is to mine, for," says he, "I won't be here long, 
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and then it will be yours; that's about all; John IIenry 274 
was not sick but once after the old gentleman's marriage 
that I recollect of; Joh n's brother Elijah helped to finish 
the harvest that year; I helped; I do not recollect whether 
my father helped or not; I worked for Mr. Vreeland; I do 
not know as I could tell yon particularly what my business 
was at Newark when the old gentleman told me that he 
would not have anything more to do with John Henry; we 
had been with something to ma1 ket-what I cannot tell; 
one reason he gave me for being out of conceit of him was, 
that he had not used the old woman well, he ~aid; and an- 275 
other reason he gave for it, he said that him and John 
Ilenry had undertook to settle, or settled-I can't say 
which-ard if my memory serves mo right, he told me 
that there was a balance corning to John Ilenry, and he 
told me he had laid the money on the table for him and 
demanded a receipt, asked for a receipt, and that John 
Ilenry had picked up and walked off and would not give a 
receipt; that "·as the grounds; he saill he had got out of 
conceit of him; I do not know that I ever told this conver-
sation to anybody till recently here to John Ileury ; I 276 
might have talked of it at home; I do not think I told John 
IIenry soon after he moved away; John Henry and I have 
always been intimate; I do not know why I did not tell 
him of it before-probably I did not think of it when I 
seen him; we did not talk about his claim against the old 
gentleman frequently after he moved away till within a 
year past ; I do not recollect that I said, in that conversa-
tion to the old gentleman, anything about his having said 
that ho intended what he had should go to John Ilenry; I 
don't think he said anything at that time about that having 271 
been his intention, but that now he would not do it; the 
reason he assigued for not giving me or John llenry any-
thing, if he altered his writings, was, that if I prosecuted 
him he would alter his writings, and if he did, he would 
fix it so that neither I or John llenry should get anything; 
I prosecuted him; John ,rns a witness for me in that case; 
I have not heard him complain of John taking sides 
against him in that controven;y while John was living with 
the old gentleman ; I recollect of his carting charcoal; I 
suppuse he bought it ; I do not know where he got it; he 

10 
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27S did not get it off J\Ir. Vreeland's place; I do not recollect 
how long he wa~ engnged at it ; I think one season vrinci-
pally; I de, nnl know where John got his living from after 
he ,ms married; I have seen him come to the old gentle-
man's and g;et things; l1ave seen him take meat fr,lm there; 
won't say I ever rnw him take flour; I might; I suppose 
he got hi$ liYing principallv lrom the old ge11tleman's; I 
thought so; I have always heard the old gentleman say re-
peatedly, e,·er since I have known him, that he was get-
ting old, and would have to sell his farm; I think it is 

2,9 likely I have heard him say so when John was present; he 
gave a reason why he w•,nld have to sell, or wanted to sell ; 
sometime- he ,rnnld give one reason and sometimes an-
other; sometimes he said it took all that he could make to 
keep the place in order; sometimes he would say he was 
tired of wo1king and slaving in that ,my, and be could 
live easier on the interest of the money; then I ha,e heard 
him say that hP had no one to leave it to, and he would 
sell it· and giYe it np; I ha Ye heard him say he was getting 
too old to ham so much care; all the family he has ever 

280 had since I have known him is John Henry, two old colored 
people, and his wife; a colored man and woman; they are 
pretty old; I could not tell yon how old; may be eighty 
or over; J\Irs. Vreeland is about her husband's age, I should 

judge. 
Q. In complaining about the care of his farm, and talk-

ing aliout selling it, and living easier, did bn not complain 
that John did not relie,·e him more of the care of the 
farlll 1 

A. I have bear,] him colllplain about that; yes, sir, he 
281 would scold al,out it; I can't say just what he said; he ) 

complained that John Henry did not go on with the work, f 
instead of leaving him to lie the judge of iL; that was his 
meaning, as I took it; that i9 as near what he said, as I can 
tell; be complained tl,at he would not take hold of it, and 
take it off hi, hands; l lrnYe heard him speak of that a nurn-
ber of ti mes; I could not tell you how long or how often. 

Q. Did he not ,ay, in the same com·ersation, that he w, s 
,gett ng too old to 1<,we sn much care himsulf? 

A. I have ufteu heard hilll say tl,at-yes, sir. 
Q. Di<l you c1 er hear him say, before be would have so 
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much care and tronble, he would sell his farm, and go from 282 
one end of the money to the other? 

A. No, sir; he bas often made the,e complaints I have 
spoken of to me; I do not know who was by besides 
me; it was very common for him to make then;:; he has 
always worried about the cal'e of his farm; I do·not know 
that I am a competent jn<lge of the value of that farm; I 
do not know that there is any difference in the value of the 
farm now ft-o·m what it was when he sold to Brickell, with 
one exception-1Ir. Brickell has built a new house there. 

Q. How much has that 1,onse cost, in yotu· opinion? 283 
(Objected to.) 
A. I do not know that I could tell, as I have never been 

into it; I should suppose it had cost somcwhel'e in the 
neigborhood of a thousand dollars, but I do not kno,v as it 
has-maybe it \l"as more; there are some other iml?rove-
ments made by Brickell around the house-some fencing 
around the house; I should think the farm was worth 
about the same when sold to Brickell as in the lifetime of 
l\Ir. Vreeland's first wife; John used to cart from Boonton 
in the winter season ; I do not know as I can tell how 284 
many "·inters he was engaged; I think more than one, 
though ; he had l\Ir. Vreeland's team, with the excl'ption 
of this one horse, which was called his; it was some years 
ago; I can't tell exactly how long; it was before aunt 
Rachel died, any way ; he did not cart steady; I could not 
say what proportion of the time; it was in the morning, 
just before be started to go, that Mr. Yl'eelan<l told me he 
was going to draw tbe money; I can't tell how long after 
the work was done; John Henry has been in possession of 
the land owned by the first l\Irs. Vreeland since he,· death; 285 
he claims it as bis, I believe; I could not tell how much 
there is of it, though I have heard. 

Q. What is its value! 
(Objected to.) 
A. I suppose it is worth $300 or 8400 ; the conversation 

I had with Brickell, was not the first time I saw Brickell 
there after the old gentleman's marriage. 

Q. State a, precisely as yon can the whole of that con-
versation. 

A. I will, as near as I can recollect; I was at the barn 
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286 -either in it, or somewhere close to it-and Mr. Brickell 
came with his horses or horse, and we got into conversation 
about different things, and amongst the rest the barn w;;s 
spoken of, and the barn floor, and size of it; and Jlfr. 
Brickell said he did not like such big barn floors, nor such 
fashioned barns, and if it were his, he would alter it, or turn 
it the other side or end to, or something like it ; and then 
I think he said he had either repaired or built him a new 
one, I can't say which, and that the old man did not like it; 
then he said, " He is a queer old devil about such things," 

287 or something to that effect; and then I spoke, and said he 
wanted things to his own notion, and that I supposed yon 
could not hire him to have any barn but such a one, or 
something like that ; then there was something said-that 
he, Brickell, would never have went to such an expense for 
such a big roof; and then I told him that I supposed if it 
got into John Henry's hands that he would alter it, likely; 
then he asked me about John Henry, where he lived, and 
whether he was heir to that property, and I told him it was 
so calculated; and told him that Mr. Vreeland had told me 

288 so; that's about the sum and substance of it, as near as I 
cah recollect; I was forty-three years old the twenty-second 
day of July last. 

To questions by counsel of complainant: 

Mr. Vreeland worked as a field hand but a small part of 
the time; he would work with us a part of the time a little 
and then be off; I think I have known him to plough all 
day with a team; that was but very seldom; he would 

289 sometimes help rnke and bind in harvest, and he would 
sometimes rake hay ; taking the summer season through, I 
should not say he worked half the time ; be worked more 
than tltat when I first knew him, but he never worked 
steady like the rest of us; John Henry was a young man 
grown in size when Mr. Vanduyne was there talking about 
his going to a trade; he was big of his age ; in priucipal 
kind of work when I first went there, John Henry could 
do as much as one man need to do or ought to do; in the 
conversation nuder the apple tree about John Ilenry going 
to a trade, I ad vised him to go to a tnide by all means ; 
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well, he said he did not know as they would let him; they 290 
would not let him was the answer ; I told him, let the old 
man give you something.to show for that, a deed for a piece 
of laud or something like that, aud then you'll be safe; he 
said the old man would not do that or something of that 
kind; he did not make me much answer about it. 

Q. He said they would not let him go to a trade; who do 
you mean by they ? 

(Objected to.) 
A. Ile was talking about his papa and mamma, as he 

called them at that time ; I do not know tbat I ever heard 291 
him say what trade he wanted to learn; John Miller owned 
tho lot before John occupied it; I think Miller went out 
to Ohio when he left that lot; he sold because he was 
going away; I heard Mr. Vreeland talking about buying 
Miller's lot; he said he did not know who might get it, and 
he did not want anybody there, and he believed he would 
buy it; for the last fifteen or twenty years Mr. Vreeland has 
complained some of his health; when Mr. Vreeland com-
plained that John had not used the old woman well, he 
meant the present Mrs. Vreeland; he said John Ilenry 292 
had accused her of watching him, John Henry ; that's all ; 
he did not say how he knew that; I do not know as I could 
tell when I first heard him talk of selling his farm; I think 
it was before J olm Henry was grown up ; I never heard 
him ask John Henry to take the farm on shares or to take 
the entire control of it. 

Q. From what you saw of the old man's way of getting 
along there, do you think he would have permitted John 
to take the control of the farm entirely, so that he would 
have had n0thing to do with it? 293 

(Objected to.) 
A. I don't think he would. 
Q. Why? 
(Objected to.) 
A. Because he always said he meant to be boss himself 

as long as he lived; I have heard him complain of the 
other hands about him besides John ; he would complain 
of them all generally so, that they did not do enough to 
suit him often ; those fault finding spells did not last long ; 
he would blow around awhile, a little, and then it would 
be over. 
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294 Q. For the last twenty-five years, what has been Mr. 
Vreeland's temper and disposition; has he been generally 
even-tempered or very changeable in his temper! 

'(Objected to.) 
A. Very changeable as long as I have known him ; 

twenty-fl ve years is longer back than I can go. 
Q. When he told yon about going to Boonton about 

drawing money, had John quit carting, or was the carting 
going on at the time ? 

A . That I don't know; the brothers and sisters of Rachel 
295 Vreeland were Martin J. Young, David Young, Charity 

Vanhouten, that's all; I have heard John got conveyances 
from the heirs after her death for the land she left him by 
her will; I never heard anything like a quarrel between 
John Henry and Mr. Vreeland; I never heard John give 
Mr. Vreeland any nncivil language or answers; Mr. Vree-
land would get his hands to work early if he could ; he 
generally had them to work early, and we generally worked 
till dark; I have worked there till ten o'clock at night in 
the hay field; John Henry was always with ns when he 

296 undertook to work; he generally "11'.ent a-head ; I have t,. -. 
heard the old gentleman say, that John was very saving, 
and particnlarly when he was away carting; I recollect 
John carting charcoal for Mr. Vreeland to Newark; we 
cnt the wood on the edge of the Fairchild meadow on Mr. 
Vreeland's premises ; that is part of the carting charcoal 
I spoke of in answer to Mr. Little's question. 

To questions by counsel of defendants : 

29'7 I said the charcoal he carted was not carted from Mr. r 
Vreeland's premises, bnt I did not think of these pits at 
the time; I was first put in mind of it when John Henry 
asked meif I did not recollect his carting them the same sea-
son; he asked me that during the adjournment for dinner; 
that one season is all I know of his carting charcoal ; I 
think only one pit was burnt on the Fairchild meadow, 
three or four hundred bushels, perhaps ; very often when 
the old gentleman would complain about-John not driving 
up the work, he would make no reply to him at all; that 
would most generally be the case ; the complaint generally 
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was that he was not there in time, working early enough 298 
in the morning, and that he had to go and look after the 
hands; at the' conversation under the apple tree John did 
not say anything about his own father and mother; I can't 
tell how long it was before his father came there to see 
about the trade; so far as I can judge, the farm has been 
managed well and right since Brickell has been there ; all 
I know about it is from passing along the road; I have not 
been on it or over it. 

Q. Can you tell what help Brickell has had there! 
(Objected to.) 
A. I do npt know; when I went there to work for Mr. 299 

Vreeland first, the colored man was pretty good yet; he 
would do a pretty good day's work-common work. 

his 
CORNELIUS + BusH, 

mark 
Sworn as aforesaid, and subscribed } 

before me, this 6th day of August, 
A. D. 1857, 

V. DALRIMPLE, 
Master in Chancery of New Jersey. 

Oatlierine Miller, of the township of Pequannock afore-
said, a witness, produced and sworn on the part of said 
complainant, deposeth and saith : I live about a quarter of 
a mile from John H. Vreeland; I have lived there forty 
years or over within a mile; I have lived where I now live 
twenty-five or six years last past; I have been acquainted 
with Mr. Vreeland during all that time; I was acquainted 
with his first "·ife, and on friendly terms with both of them; 300 
I knew John Ilenry Vanduyne; I have known him thirty 
years, or better-thirty-three, I guess; he lived at Mr. 
Vreeland's; Mr. Vreeland was at my house when John 
Ilenry was a small boy; he, Mr. Vreeland, was working on 
the road when he called in our house; he stopped in to 
light his pipe; some conversation took place between us at 
the time abot1t children. 

Q. State how the conversation commenced-what you 
said, and what he said 1 

A. I hacl a child on my lap, and he said I had a nice 
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301 child, or something like that; I asked him whether he df d 
not wish that he had one ; he said ho had one, and thought 
a good deal of him; then he said he thought as much of it 
as his own, and took it as his own, aud meant to give it all 
he had; and then I told him he was young enough to have 
children of his own, and asked him if he would not give it 
part of his property if he had one ; that was fixed, he said, 
so that it could not be altered ; his word was as good as a 
bond, he said ; that is all I believe at that time. 

Q. What did he say he would do in case he should have 
a child of his own 1 

A. He said that was fixed, and it could not be altered. 
Q. Was it in that connection that he said his word was 

302 as good as his bond 1 
(Objected to, as leading.) 
A. Yes, sir; John Ilenry must then have been four or 

five years old, I guess ; I have a son near John Ilenry's 
age, within five or six ~onths; the child on my lap was a 
girl, younger than my son ; I recollect the first Mrs. Vree-
land's dying. 

Q. From the time John first went to live with Mr. Vree-
land, till the first Mrs. Vreeland's death, did you hear Mr. 
Vreeland, at different times, speak of John 1 

A. I have heard him say frequently he was his child, and 
he took him as his. 

Q. From what he said, could yon learn whether John's 
303 conduct was satisfactory to him or displeasing 1 

(Objected to.) 
A. Ile always seemed to speak with respect of John. 
Q. During that time did you eve1· hear him complain of 

John 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you recollect a sickness which Mr. Vreeland and 

wife had after his second marriage 1 
A. Yes, sir; I was there at the house twice during Mrs. 

Vreeland's sickness, and once while he was sick. 
Q Did you see John II enry or his wife at the house 

while Mr. Vreeland was sick 1 
(Objected to.) 
A. I think I saw John there at the door once during Mr. 

Vreeland's sickness. 
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Q. Did you hear Mr. Vreelaud say anything about John 304 
at that time! 

A. Not that I recollect of, nor did he while Mr. Vree-
land was sick. 

Q. Did you at any time hear Mr. Vreeland say any-
thing about Joh n's having been good in sickness, or any-
thing like that? 

A. I heard him say he did not know how he would do 
without John, he was a great help to him; this be told me 
when his wife was sick-his last wife; Mr. Vreeland said 
John Henry was there a great deal while his wife was sick. 

Q. Do you know whether the present Mrs. Vreeland, 
before John moved away from the place adjoining Mr. 
Vreeland's farm, was friendly or unfriendly towards John! 305 

(Objected to.) 
A. She did not like John Henry very good. 
Q. What makes you think she did not like John Ilenry ! 
(Objected to.) 
A. She said he came there and pried into everything, 

and sh~ found fault he was there so much; that was when 
Mr. Vreeland was sick she told me that. 

Q. Did you ever hear her make complaint or say that 
John Henry exercised too much authority or control there 1 

A. Ile was there too much she said; she <lid not like 
him there. 

Witness being eross-examined by counsel of defendantB 
farther saith: Mrs. Vreeland and I are upon goocl terms; 
her complaint was that John Henry was too much around 306 
out doors; she did complain that he was too much in the 
house helping them; she said he picked up a pot and sat 
it dowp, and had broke a piece out of it, an iron kettle; 
she complained that he did not say anything about it after-
wards; her complaint was that he had taken it up without 
a$king for it; she told me this shortly after she antl Mr. 
Vreeland bad been sick and recovered; she said nothing to 
me about John's denying it to Mr. Vreeland; she did not 
tell me anything else he picked 11p; she did not say any-
thing about his oversight of the farm while Jlfr. Vreeland 
was sick, nor about his nursing or taking care of Mr. Vree-
land; she did not say who di<l take care of Mr. Vreeland; 

11 
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307 she said she did not like him co1Tling round and peeking 
into e,·erythin,:; he said if he had a child it was fixed, and 
he could not alter it, that his word ,ms as good as his 
bond; I thought it was queer a,t the time, which made me 
remember it; this was what .Mr. Vreeland said in the con• 
versation before refened to with Jlfr. Vreeland, at my 
house. 

Questions hy connscl of complainant: 

Q. In thi, conYerrntion which yon had with the last 
.Mrs. Vreehnd, did she complain that John had been inat-
tentive to J\Ir. Yreeland dnring his sickness, or neglected 

308 hi,11? 
A. Ko, ~ir; I do not know that she said when John had 

broken this pot it ,ms a large kettle; I believe they kept 
it ,,nt of doo1·s or in the kitchen shed; I do not know where 
they kept it; out somewhere. 

0ATilERINE :MILLER, 

S,rnrn and subscribed before} 
me, August 6th, 1857, 

·y_ D.ALRBIPLE, 

J\Iaster in Chancery of New· Jersey. 

Henry Cole, of the township of Pequannock, aforesaid, a 
w·itncss produced and ,worn on the part of said complain-
ant, deposeth and saith: I knew Nicholas Vanduyne, tbe 
father of John Ilenry, in his lifetime; I wrote his will for 
him a few days lJeforc his dc,ath; I believe I subscribed the 

309 ,rill as a witness. 

Q. Lnok at the paper now sho1rn you, and say whether 
that i, a copy of tho will yon II rote, (which paper I have 
marked Exhibit A 2, on part of the complainant.) 

A. I lJelievc it is a copy of what I drew. 
Q. When you were alJout drawing the will, did Jlfr. 

Vanduyne speak about making a provision for his son, 
John Henry 1 

.A. res, sir. 
Q. State what he said. 
(Objected to.) 

1 .. I 
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A. When drawing the will, John II. V. Vanduyne was 310 
named in the will, with the ot.her l1eirs, equal Jl'ith the rest, 
except his brother Stephen ; this \\"as in the fornpart of the 
day, and witnesses not being there, I returned in the eYen-
ing to Mr. V and uyne's house, to have the will executed, 
then he wished me to leave J olm IIenry Vanduyn e's name 
out of the will, and requested me to do so, which I did, 
agreeable to his request. 

Q. What reasons did he assign for having John Henry's 
name erased ! 

(Objected to.) 311 
A. They were these; John II. Vreeland had taken him 

to live with him, or adopted him, I can't say which, and 
that he was to give him satisfactorily, an<l that he would 
have a sufficiency if John Vreeland did as he promised, 
without getting anything from home; for these reasons his 
name was stricken ont, after considering the matter over. 

Q. What did Mr. Vanduyne say, as to his belief that 
Mr. Vreeland wouki keep his promise, if anything! 

A. He said he could not tell whether he would or would 
not, but he said he onght to; this was talked ·of in the 312 
morning, "·hile drawing the will, and when I came back at 
night he and his wife had been considering the matter over, 
and thonght John Vreeland would keep his promise, and 
Mr. Vanduyne ordered John Henry's name stricken out. 

Q. State, if you please, as fully as you can the conversa-
tion which took place between you and ;'\'icholas Vanduyne 
in the moming when you were drawing the will, relative 
to John llenry and John H. Vreeland. 

(Objected to.) 
A . I think I have stated it. 313 
Q. Please report the morning conversation. 
(Objected to.) 
A. In the morning he called on me to draw his will; he 

came to my house himself; I went home with him; then he 
began to talk about making his will and gave me the out-
lines; in that conversation he spoke about John Henry and 
Mr. Vreeland, and said there was a note he had endorsed 
with Mr. Vreeland, which Jiir. Vreeland had promised to 
pay, but after I'm gone I do not know what he will do ; 
and if I have to pay that note, or my half of it, then J oho 

' 
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314 Henry will have, ahead of my heirs, so much out of my 
estate ; that rs about the amount till I went to finish up the 
will. 

Q. Was there anything said in the morning by Mr. Van-
duyne about John Henry having been taken by Mr. Vree-
land and Mr. Vreeland having agreed to provide for him, 
and if so, state what it was! 

A. Ile said that John had taken him from a child, and 
said that John had promised that John Henry should have 
a sufficiency, or all his property; I can't say which; I do 

315 not think he said all his property; I do not know of any- '\, , 
thing else. 

Q. Was it in the morning that Mr. Vanduyne said that 
he could not tell whether Vreeland would provide for John 
Henry or not? 

(Objected to.) 
A. I think it was. 
Q. K ow state what Mr. Vanduyne said in the evening? 
(Objected to.) 
A. He said, I have consulted with my wife, I think he 

316 said that, and we have concluded that Mr. Vreelan(l will \ .., 
do as he promised ; he told me that at the time he directed 
me to strike his name out of the will, the will was then 
signed by Mr. Vanduyne and the witnesses, after John 
Henry's name was stricken out; I made the annotation as 
to the erasure, I have no doubt, at the bottom of the will 
after it was done. 

Witness being cross-examined by counsel of defeudants, 
further saith: Mr. Vreeland was not present at any of these 
conversations. 

317 Questions by counsel of complainant : Mr. Vanduyne ! ' 
did not say anything unfriendly in reference to his son John 
nor anything from which I inferred that there was any un-
friendly fooling between them, but to the contrary of that. 

Q. Did Mr. Vanduyne assign any reason for leaving 
J olm_IIenry out of his will except the reason already stated, 
that he believed Jiir. Vreeland would do as he promised 1 

A. No sir. IlENRY CoLE. 
S,rnrn and subscribed before me, } 

August 6th, A. D. 1857, 
V. D.ALRThlPLE, 

Master in Chancery. 
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Henry J. Miller, of tbe said township of Pequannock, a 318 
witness produced and swom on the part of said complain-
ant, deposeth and saith : I am the husband of Mrs. Catha-
rine Miller; I bave known Mr. Vreeland since 1 was a little 
boy ; I will be sixty-five the sixth of next September; Mr. 
Vreeland is about a year older than I am; I have known 
John Henry Vanduyne ever since he came to Mr. Vree• 
land's to live, or about that time; I don't know as I can 
answer bow John Ilenry was living with Mr. Vreeland ex-
cept by hearsay. 

Q. liow did Mr. Vreeland regard him, as a hired boy or 319 
a son? 

.A.. Ile called him his boy ; I don't think I ever heard 
him call him his sou in those words ; I considered that he 
regarded him as his child ; I ne,er heard Mr. Vreeland say 
he had adopted him when he was less than two years old; 
I came to Mr. Vreeland's and looked at the boy and told 
Mr. Vreeland that " you have got yon a boy," he said 
" he had no children and we thought we would take this 
one to raise and have one of our own," that is pretty much 
all to the point ; we talked further about its being pleasant 320 
to have children; I have a number of times heard him say 
that John Ilenry was bis boy and he was a smart boy. 

Q. Do you recollect a conversation you had with Mr. 
Vreeland when John llcnry was ten or twelve years old! 

A. Yes sir; I have a son nearly the same age, a little 
younger ; he had goue back in the mountains after a load 
ofrails ; I told him, Vreeland, it was time for him to be 
back, and told him I always felt uneasy when he did not 
come at the right time; Mr. Vreeland told me it was just 
so with him, that he thought ho had just tho same feeling 321 
that parents had for their children; he thought possibly he 
might be mi,taken, yet he believed it to be the same; he 
had the same feeling perhaps, I should have said, to his boy 
speaking of John lienry; my farm is in sight of :Mr. Vree-
land's farm; I always thought John was a steady, faithful, 
industrious boy; I never heartl Mr. Vreeland make any 
complaint of John before this difrlculcy nor since, for ]\Ir. 
Vreeland and I have bad no conversation about the diffi-
culty ; I can't tell his age, but I think it is since he was 
l]larried that I heard Mr. Vreeland say John Ilenry was a 
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322 smart boy and speak favorably of him ; I remember Mr. 
Vreeland being sick after his second marriage; I should 
think it was the second year after his marriage; I sat up 
with him one night all night and part of another night dur-
ing that illness; while I was there John Ilenry was about 
there; the night I stayed there John Henry was there near-
ly all night; can't tell where he was the other part of the 
night; the other night I saw him there, but don't recollect 
seeing him there the bigger part of the time that night ; 
one of those nights John Ilenry went after the doctor in a 

323 hurry; it was a cloudy night ; not so dark but that you 
could see to travel; I do not think it stormed; Mr. Vree-
land said be must go and go right away, and in less than 
fifteen minutes the horse was up and he off; he told John 
Henry to go. 

Witness being cross-examined by counsel of defendants, 
further saith: I do not remember Mr. Vreeland saying it 
was pleasant to have children to look after you in your old 
age; I do not remember his saying anything about old 

324 age; when speaking of my boys being after a load of rails, 
I suppose the two boys were between thirteen and fourteen 
years of age; I have nothing to fix the fact in my mind 
that Mr. Vreeland said John was a smart boy after John's 
marriage, except my memory; I have heard him say so at 
different times; it was after he lived on the Miller place; 
one little circumstance which brings it to my mind is, I 
thought, whether it went on as peaceable as before, while 
John was living apart, and from what was s.aid I inferred 
it did; I have forgotten when Mrs. Vreeland was sick, and 

325 can't say whether Mr. Vreeland was sick the same season 
or not; I think the farm is as well cultivated now as before 
Brickell came there; it is well cultivated, and a good farm, 
so far as my observation goes; I have not walked over the 
whole of it; I do not know how much help Mr. Brickell 
has had to help him cultivate the farm ; one hand steady, 
and sometimes more; I do not know that he has had more 
than one hand steady; I rather think he only keeps one 
hand, except in the busy seasons of the year ; the colored 
man was a smart man once, but he is worn out now pretty 

" ,. 
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much ; his health is quite uneven ; he complains, and then 326 
is well again. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, } 
this sixth day of August, A.D. 
1857, 

V. DALRillIPLE, 

HENRY J. MILLER. 

Master in Chancery of New Jersey. 

Examination adjourned until to-morrow morning, 7th 
instant, at 9 A. M. 

August 7th, 1857.-Examination resumed, pursuant to 
adjournment, whereupon- 327 

Thomas J. Gilliland, of the township of Pequannock 
aforesaid, a witness, produced and sworn on the part of said 
complainant, deposeth and saith : I live in the neighbor-
hood of three miles of John H. Vreeland ; I have known 
him in the neighborhood of forty or forty-five years; I was 
away from the neighborhood twelve years; I came back in 

-, 183~, and have lived where . I now do ever since; I have 
known John Henry Vanduyne in the neighborhood of 
twenty-five or thirty years-between twenty-five and thir- 328 
ty; I have heard John II. Vreeland speak of John Henry 
Vanduyne, at different times; I went past :Mrs. Van-
duyne's, in company with liir. Vreeland; it was just before 
the Presidential election in 1844, and on the day of a po-
litical meeting at Bearer Town; I went in company with 
Mr. Vreeland to the meeting ; he came past my house ; in 
going by Mrs. Vanduyn e's there were some of Mrs. Van-
duyne's children about the door, and they were disputing 
with each other, and had clinched each other, and the old 
man remarked, "Do you see that 1" "Yes," said I, 329 
" they are used to that, the old folks are in the habit of such 
work, fighting and quarrelling :" and I think I spoke and 
said, " as the old cock crows the young one learns ;" then 
he spoke and said, "I have got one of them, but he has 
been brought up in another kind of a style from what they 
are, and I never," said he, "knew him to quarrel with any 
one, or give any one a saucy word; he has always been a 
good boy to me, and I intend to do well by him, and I 
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330 intend to give him a good chance and make a man of him; 
he married rather too young for my notion, but I do not 
know that I ought to find any fault with that every one to 
his notion;" I asked him what fault he had to find against 
his, John llenry's, wife, and he said, "Well, he did not 
like the Edwards family ;" this was while his fir,t wife ,rns 
alive; in 1850, John Henry was elected constable at an 
annual town meeting; John llenry came to me, and want• 
cd me to sign bis constable's bond; I told him I had been 
secmity for Henry :M. Forester on a note for twenty dol-

331 lars in Newark, ancl the first thing I knew the constable 
came with a warrant after he told me it was all settled, and 
I told him the constable told me, ancl had the warrant, and 
where I must go; he went off, and directed me to come to 
his tavern; be kept tavern; I went up there and stayed 
awhile, and then the constable came, and I told him I 
had but six or seven dollars in money, and my old ac-
quaintances in Newark were gone, so far as I knew, and 
finally I fonnd one, and after I found one, Eva1,s, the 
plaintiff, told me he dicl not want anybody better than 

332 myself; so he told me then he would give me any time 
I wanted by giving my bare note, and I done so for 
thirty days; now, says I, suppose I were to sign yours! 
"now," says be, "Gilliland, you know the old man is 
good enough, and I am good enough ;" then he asked me 
if the old man had not told me be would see me all 
right, and I told him I had not seen the old man yet ; 
while we were talking, John II. Vreeland stepped up, 
and said, " You need not be uneasy about John, I will 
run the risk of him ; for you know he never spends any-

333 thing, he never rnns round like other boys ;" well, I told 
him I did not know as he did, so finally we went in the 
room, and I signed the bc,nd ; so after we came out the 

old man Vreeland called us up to tl;e bar, and we took 
something to drink ; and he said "You need not be un-
easy about signing this bond; no danger but John will 
pay up every dollar he gets; if ho wv.nts any help, let 
him come to me ;" there was some other little conversa-
tion, but I do not know as there is anything that I can 
tell yon which· will do any good ; on the talk of Mr. 
Vreeland, and his telling me there was no danger, I con-

sented to go on John's bond. 



Q. Did he make any remark like this, that if John was 334 not good enough, be was? 
(Objected to, as leading.) 
A. I do not know but there was something similar to 

that; I can't say for certainty ; I rather guess he spoke, 
and said you need not be afraid of him, there is no danger, 
I will see to that; I can't tell "·ho signed the bond as 
surety, besides me; I signed it first; this conversation I 
speak of was the second year John "'as elected constable; 
I was not on the bond twice ; he was constable only two 
years; I think 1850 was tho second year; I think it is 335 
seven years ago; Joel Dayton was security for him the first 
year, but who the other is I do not know; Joel Dayton 
told me he was security; I have heard Mr. Vreeland talk 
on several otlier occasions about John, but I could not 
hardly tell what he said ; I never heard the old man com-
plain of John before Mr. Brickell moved on the farm ; I 
have ahrnys heard the old man recommend John as a good 
boy before Mr. l3rickell came there; that he was always 
willing to do what he requested him; John was a very 
steady boy to "·ork, also after he became a man ; when he 336 
was sixteen or seventeen years of age, he was a man in 
size; he always appeared to go ahead ; the old man always 
depended on his taking charge when he was not by; I 
never heard the old gentleman say anything about giving 
John his property, except when going to that political 
meeting; I was never in his (Vreeland's) house, since his 
second marriage, at all. 

Witness being cross-examined by counsel of defendants, 
further ~aith: I have not been frequently on the farm since 337 
his second marriage, no more than to ride along the road ; 
I conlcl see, I suppose, one-third of the farm, in riding along 
the road ; I never have Lad my foot on the farm, or been 
inside the plantation at all since his second marriage; maybe 
it was a little over a year before his second marriage since 
I had been on tho farm at all ; I was not there very often 
prior to the second marriage ; sometimes once a year, and 
sometimes twice; I now recollect being on tho place once 
since the seco"d marriage, but that is the only time I went 
to see, at that time, John Vanness, and the old man ; I had a 

12 
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338 little business with the olcl man; there ,ms no one there, then, 
I guess, besides t l,ern, hnt some lit tie ehihlren ; Yannc,s and 
tho old rnau "ere planting corn ; I never heanl the old 
man complain of .Tohn since Brickell rnnnd on the farn,; 
I d,rn't k11ow as I havn eve,· talked with the old man about 
John ,incl'; 1 do unt recolkct anything pa1tic11lar the old 
man said about Johu since we were going to the political 
n,eeting, l'XCept \\·hen he signed the bond, but I have heard 
the old man s1 eak al.Jn11t him since; I should suppose the 
farm was worth from six to se"en tl1011sand ,lollars when 

330 Brickell 111nvocl 0•1 it; maybe a little more or less; I could 
not give a regular e:-.ti111:1tc of \Vhat it i8 worth; when going 
t,, the political rneeti11g, in the conversation the old man 
sai,1 1 think tl,at he lnd taken John to bring np; I think 
be said we got him when he was so small be had not got 
into them habits of quarrelling and fighting; he did not say 
what he wanted of John. 

340 

341 

Questions by <;ounsel of complainant: 

Q. Did J\[1·. Yreeland ever say anything to you about 
his I.icing afrai<l that John would work hirnselfsick, and if 
so, state what it was? 

.A. \\' ell, I l.>elie;-e he did; it's about the time they built 
that barn; John I suppose had to do more than he was 
able to all(l got sick, and the old man saicl "he will ha;-e 
to quit doing as 111nch as he docs or be will not get np very 
soon;" he said hu Lad told him be would have to quit or 
he would not gut up very soon; be said 'John bad been 
carting night and day and up early and late; J obn was not 
well at that time; the old 111an tolcl me this between bis 
house and John Henry's-not far from the wood pile across 
the road there; it's about eight years ago, or maybe more; 
near abont that; it ,,·as Lefore :Mr. Vreeland's second mar-
riage; in making an c:--timate of ~ix or seven thou..;and dol-
lars for the farm, I included all the lnnd he owns around 
Pinc Brook; he has land elsewhere; it is woodland; I did 
not inclu<le that in ,11y estirnate; I could not tell anything 
about the valne of that woodland. 

Questions Ly counsel of' defendants: 
The barn was 1.Juilt in the spring of the year, if I remem-
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!Jer right, beforn hi, fir,;t \l·ifc'ti death-not long before ; it 342 
could not liavc been over a year before, but I c,,uld not 
tell; it's out of my head ; I guess likely the harn was re-
paired about the same time tlw house was rcpain,d ; that 
was not the time I spoke of; I spoke of the time the harn 
wa,, built; I guess it was bnilt partly new, and it was 
pretty old; I do not know who did it; I was 11ot there at 
the raising; John had been carting Jogs to the saw-mill 
and boards; the barn on the ~liller place was built ,ame 
season tho other was. 

Questions Ly counsel of complainant: 
I ,ms speaking of the barn on the old man's place. 

Que,ti:ms by counsel of defendants : 
The old man did not say which of the two \Jams John 

worked at so much. 
Tno:'1.lcS J. G1LLILAXD. 

Sworn and su hscribeJ before me, the } 
7th day of August, A. D. 1857, 

V. D.ILRDll'LE, 

}.foster in Ul1ancery of-Xew J"ersey. 

343 

Jack Bonto, a colored man, of the said township of 
Pequannock, a witness prolluce(l and B\\·orn on the part of 
said complainant, deposcth aml saith: I live \Yith l[r. ,John 
II. Vreeland and Mr. Brickell; they all liYc together; I 
guess I know John Ilenry Vanduyne; I brought him np 
from a child, and I ought to know him; John Henry used 
to live with Mr. Vn•elaml; I went to live with }Ir. Vrec- 344 
land before J" ohn llenry di,\ ; I came with }[r. Vreclaml 
the first of October, and ,J olrn Henry ca111e the 113th ,lay nf 
the ne:xt March ; he came the day Le was a year old; he 
was nothing but a little cub when lie can1e. 

Q. Before J"ohn Henry came there, ,lid yon have any 
talk with }.fr. Yreclaml about getting the bny, and if so, 
tell us what the talk was. 

A. I had; says I, }fr. Vreeland, you hail better lea,·e 
that boy where it is; he aske(l 1110 why; well, says I, it 
will only make trouble to you-that's all; mys he, I can't 
see how it will make trouble; th@ ho said, it can't make 
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345 no trouble, because I and my old woman consult together 
that after our death the boy shall have what we leave be-
hind ; John was then at his father's ; it was before he fetched 
him from his father's ; after John came there he called 
Mr. Vreeland papa; he called Mrs. Vreeland mother; he 
called his father uncle Cos, and his mother aunt N and ; 
John, like othe,· boys, played at first along till he was able 
to go to school ; then he went to school; after he was big 
enough, after he quit going to school, he went to work 
with me. on the farm, cutting wood, ploughing, and all such 

346 work like that; he always was a good hand to work; I 
recollect that John was going to keep house on the Miller 
place after he built there. 

Q. Did John Henry and his wife move into John :Mil-
ler's house? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did John Ilenry work after he moved into 

John Miller's house? 
A. Ile worked for himself, and for Mr. Vreeland when 

he wanted him ; I knew Mr. Brickell before he moved his 
347 family on the farm; I never saw him before he came to see 

his mother-in-law on a visit; I can't tell how many times 
he came up visiting before he moved on the place-three 
or fonr times, maybe, but how often I cannot tell ; I told 
Mr. Brickell, when he was up there visiting once, how it 
was that Mr. Vreeland had promised the place to him. 

Q. Just tell us all yon told Mr. Brickell about John's 
having the place. 

A. Well, I told him John was to have the place after his 
death; that be promised; well, said Brickell, then he ought 

348 to do so, said he. 
Q. Did you tell him who had promised to give John the 

place? 
A. Mr. Vreeland, I told him; Mr. Brickell was in the 

stone kitchen when I told h.irn this; it was in the winter, I 
believe, or late in the fall, I believe; I cannot exactly tell 
you the time; we had fire in the kitchen; I can't tell whe-
ther there was any snow on the ground ; I told 1Ir. Brickell 
this before he moved up, but I can't tell whether it was a 
year or a half a year before ; he was visiting there at the 
time I told him. 
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Q. Where was your wife when you told Mr. Brickell this! 349 
A. In the kitchen. 
Q. Did yon tell Mr. Brickell that Mr. Vreeland had 

adopted John Henry, or taken him when a baby 1 
A. No, I did not tell him that-not that I can remem-

ber. 
Q Did vou tell him how long J olm Henry had lived 

with Mr. Vreeland 1 
A. No, I didn't. 
Q. Do you know whether Mr. Vreeland's first wife liked 

or disliked John Henry i 
A. She al ways liked him ; she thought the world of him, 

because she al ways made an appearance of it. 
Q. Does tho wife Mr. Vreeland now has like or dislike 350 

John Henry? 
( 0 bj ected to.) 
A. It seems to me she does not care much about him. 
Q. What makes yon think so 1 
(Objected to.) 
A. She docs not use him 1·ight; that's all makes me 

think so. 
Q. Did yon think so before J olm IIenry moved away 

from the Miller place l 
(Objected to.) 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·what <lid she do that you did not think right 1 
A· "' ell, when he went to the wagon house to get saws 351 

and augurs and things, then she did not like it; nothing 
ebe about that. 

Q. Diel John Henry use the things as he wanted to 
before she came there l 

A. Oh, yes, sir. 
Q. llefore Mr. Vreeland's second marriage, did Mr. 

Vreeland like or dislike John Ilonry 1 
A. No, I never saw that he disliked him. 
Q. Was Mr. Vreeland as friendly to John after he got 

this It.st wife as he was before 1 
A. Ile was friendly enougl,; I could not say so bad 

about him; :'.\Ir. Vreeland was sick after his second mar-
riage for a fortnight or three ,rneks, I believe ; John came 
a couple of nights au<l sat up with him as long as he want;.. 
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352 ed him to; he came up from under the mountain after he 
moved there. 

Q. Do you recollect of Mr. Vreeland being sick after his 
second maniage, before J obn Ilenry moved down under 
the mountain 1 

A. Yes; I cannot tell how long it ,ms he was sick, 
whether a week or a fortnight. 

Q. Did John help take care of him at that time? 
A. Yes; he came over nights, he and his wife both; I 

recollect the present Mrs. Vreeland being sick one sum-
353 mer; I believe she was sick nearly seven weeks or more. 

Q. Did John Henry help take care of her when she was 
sick, or do anything about the house? 

A. Yes; he worked there, and took her out after she 
could go. 

Witness being cross-exainined by counsel of defendants 
further saith: 

Q. How long after Mr. Vreeland was married the ser.ond 
354 time was his sickness? 

A. That I can't tell exactly, whether it was a year or 
two years; I can't tell whether it was the same year Mrs. 
Vreeland was sick or not. 

Q. Was it the same year that they repaired the house 1 
A. I can't tell whether it was the same year they re-

paired the house or before; I can't tell exactly how that 
is; I remember Mr. Vreeland repairing the barn; I can't 
tell whether his sickness, which he had before J olm Henry 
moved down under the mountain, was that same year he 

355 repaired the barn or not; Mr. Vreeland's wife took care of 
him while he was sick that time; be had a doctor who lived 
in Caldwell; Maynard is his name; he now lives in Swim-
field; I did not help take care of the old gentleman ; I 
came by him sometimes and asked him how he did; I 
can't tell how often John Henry was there while the old 
gentleman was sick, at that time; he was often over there 
in the clay time; I saw him in the door yard and saw him 
go in the house; I saw John Henry there in the old gen-
tleman's room, while be was sick; he came every clay and 
every night, but I can't tell how often he came ; this was 
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before Brickell lived there; at these times John was in the 356 
house by the old man, and asked him how he did; I went 
to bed after supper, for my part, about nine o'clock, in the 
short nights; to tell you the trnth, I couldn't tell who stayed 
there after I went to bed; I was at work in the day time in 
the wood, by the barn, and down iu the swamp, setting 
fence, and all such like ,rnrk; I can't tell whether I made 
fence by the swamp or around the house, but I know I was 
out every day doing such things as that; I can't tell whether 
it was in the forepart of the summer or in the fall that Mr. 
Vreeland was sick, at this time; I believe it was in ,rnrm 357 
weather; I am pretty sure it was in warm weather when 
he was sick; be was very sick inclcccl at first; they sat up 
with him part of the night, and the latter part of the night 
he laid a little easier; they sat up every night with him, for 
a while part of the night; when John came from under 
the mountain to see the old gentleman while sick, he stayed 
a while, till ten or eleven o'clock, and then went home 
again ; my wife tolcl me he stayed so late as that; she was 
up sometimes till twelve o'clock before she came to bed; 
I can't exactly tell how olcl I am, but I guess its seventy- 358 
seven or seventy-eight; I have got it home in a book. 

Q. When you were working round on the farm, when 
the old gentleman was sick, who worked ,Yith you? 

.A. I can't tell who we had; different hands wo,ked; 
whether it was Joseph King or William Larkin; I think it 
was Joseph; I can't tell whether the crops were all gather-
ed before he was taken sick or not; Mr. Vreeland was in 
the habit of having winter grain sowed on the farm there; 
I can't tell whether the "·inter grain was sowed that sea-
son before the old gen!leman was taken sick or not; I can't 359 
remember who helped us gather the harvest that year; 
George Vanduyne helped us husk the corn that year, and 
an Irishman Mr. Vreeland hired; I can't think of his 
name; J oscph helped us in the late hay; we fir,t had one 
hancl and then another, and so many I'll get entangled 
with that; J oho has i,ot worked any there since; he moved 
under the mountain; the con,table, Mr. De Mott, brouglit 
me up as far as his house, ancl then I came up with John 
Ilenry Vanduyne; we talked coming up about the old man 
bringing up John IIenry. 
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360 Q. What did John Henry say to yon about it? 
A. Ile said how he worked and never got anything for 

it; that's all he said. 
Q. Didn't he say anything about Mr. Brickell's coming 

there 1 
A. No, not a word ; he talked about the old gentleman's 

promising to give him the place? 
Q. When did you first tell John Ilenry what you said to 

Mr. Brickell 1 
A. I do not know how long it was afterwards ; I cannot 

tell; I cannot tell whether it was before or after the holi-
days I told Brickell this, nor how near it was to the holi-
days. 

361 Q. Why did you not tell Brickell that John Ilenry had 
lived there ever since he was a baby? 

A. I told l\fr. Brickell that. 
Q. Why did you not tell him that Mr. Vre\)land had 

adopted him, and brought him up as his own son ? 
A. I did not think about all these things-that's all; I 

told Mr. Brickell just what l\Ir. Vreeland had told me. 
Q. Do yon recollect just tho words used in talking to 

Mr. Brickell 1 
A. I don't know as I could think of the very words I 

told him; my memory is not so good as it used to be; since 
I have been deaf I cannot take hold of things as I would 
wish to; the season does not make much difference in my 
deafness; I cannot hear unless you speak pretty loud. 

362 To questions by counsel of complainant: 
Q. Ilas Mr. Vreeland-
(Waived.) 

To questions by counsel of defendants: 
A. I recollect of Mr. Vreeland's putting his farm out on 

shares a year or two; it was before Mr. Brickell came, and 
before John IIenry moved away ; John Henry took it the 
first summer; the other summer Mr. Pryor took it; I do 
not recollect another year; George J>haro did have it one 
year on shares ; I did not recollect about him; John Van 
Ess had a part of it one year, which the old man gave him 
for corn, and then Van Ess sowed rye on it. 
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Q. Do you know why ho put the farm out on shares 1 363 
( 0 bj ected to.) 
A. I and he could not work so much as to keep it up all 

right; John Ilenry got sick the year Le took it, in harvest, 
and then he gave it up; he could not attend to it; I can't 
tell, but I believe he took it after the corn ground was pre-
pared ; after John Uemy was married and moved on the 
J\Iiller place, he got his living there, and down at his father 
Vreeland's place; he did all the work he could on that 
place ; thel'C were but four or five acres of it; he worked 
out for the old man; I do not know whether he worked at 364 
other places or not; he built a barn on the Miller place; I 
can't tell where he got the timber; Vreeland and Brickell 
kept separate tables. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, this l 
7th clay of August, A. D. 1857, f 

his 
JACK + BoNTO. 

mark. 

V. DALRIMPLE, 

Master in Chancery, &c. 

The said .John Ilenry Vanduyne, the complainant, being 
offered as a witness by his counsel, and objected to, as in-
competent by the defendants' counsel, without an order of 

· Court for his examination, was by me duly sworn, and 
thereupon he deposed and said as follows: I lived with Mr. 
Vreeland before I was twenty-one years of age. 365 

Q. Before you were twenty-one years of age, was there 
anything said to Mr. Vreeland about your going to a 
trade? 

(Objected to.) 
A. Yes, sir; I spoke to him abont it; he said I could not 

go ; he said he could not spare me. 
Q. State anything further he said on that subject. 
(Objected to.) 
A. Ile said he could not get a man to tend to his work 

and his business as I did, and that he had trade enough for 
me. 

Q. Did he state anything he would do for you in case 
13 
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366 you stayed with him, instead of going to a traue, and if so, 
state what? 

A. He said he would girn me all his property; I did not 
go to a trade, because he promis0d mo hi~ JH'<>pcrt\• if I 
would stay there ; he made such prnmisc~ at other i111e,. 

Q. How often ? 
A. ,v ell, I coul!l not tell how often. 
Q. A fow time,, or many? 
A. I wonld not be out of the ,my, if I was to -ay JHy 

differnnt times. 
Q. llow old were you when he first miHle snch pro 1i,es 

to yon, as near as yon can recollect 1 
A. ,v ell from tliirteen to lourtccn year, of age, wh0n he 

367 first told me of it myself. 
Q. When is the last time he told you 1 
A. After his second marria6e. 
Q. II ow long after 1 
A.. I think the next spring, after he was marriC(l in the 

fall. 
Q. State in what way he cxpre,se!l those premi,es. 
A. That spring, he prornisctl rnc that 1 mn,t come antl 

help him, and he wonld give me all his property; lie ,ai,I, 
at different times, that I could not ha,·c a trade; that I 
must stay with him; that I shonld Im Ye all hi~ property; 
that's about as near as I can get at 1t. 

Q. When were you to rccei,·e all hi,; propcrt}, did he 
say 1 

368 A.. Ile did not say any particular time. 
Q. Was it in his lifetime or after his death l 
(Objected to, as leading.) 
A. Some once or tll"ice, I believe, be saiil when he "·as 

done with it; this ,rns thP langu,.60 aa near a I ca, tell 
you. 

Q. When was this that he said you shou 1,1 come a• t1 
help him, and the property sho11hl be yo·1rs? 

A. It was before and after he rnarried his eco1 d ,,ife, 
both. 

Q. Did he say anything about yonr cl ur· i g ' im for 
yonr work; and if so, ,diat i. 

A.. He said I must not charge him for my ,rn,-k. 
Q. ",. as there any qualification to those pronii,c about 

giving you his property! 
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.A.. Nn, sir. 369 
Q. In speaking to yon about g1nng yon his property, 

di<1 he c\·cr qualify the promise by saying that he would 
girn yon the property, provided you lived ,l'ith him and 
his "·ifo as Ion~ as they lirn<l, and acted towards them as 
an affoctionatc and dutiful son, c,r anything like that 1 

A.. .- ), sir. 
Q After his secon<l marriage, did he say anything to 

you about having lately made !,is will? 
_._\_, Ye~, sir. 
Q. Did he say who hail ,nitten it? 
A. Y c,, sir ; Josiah t-pQCJ'. 
Q. Di,! l c state to you how he had disposed of his pro-

perty; a]l(l if so, stntc ho"·? 3'70 
A. Uc told rne Ill' ha,l gi,·cn it to me, ,vith the excep-

tion of a s11111 that lie kill i.!'ivcn his second wife. 
Q. \\'as that a s11111 out ;nu. out, or a sum yearly 1 
A. I think it \'.as a snm yearlY, if I recnllect right. 
Q. Di,l l c t<itl' to you "'.hy l had made that ,~-ill ; and 

if so, srnte \l'hy? 
.\.. Ile s·1i<l Ill' kul to make a new will; he had to make 

pro\·isinn in that fo1· his second wife, his present wife. 
Q. lI011· long after his second marriage was it that he 

told yon tl,i,? 
A. I could not uc positi ,·e of the time; it was but a short 

time. 
Q. Diel he, at any time previous to that, speak to you 

about thi, will and what provi,.ions he had made by them 1 3'71 
A. He did. 
Q. How often? 
A. 1\' ell, as often as three or fom times; we were alone 

at thc,e ti m, s. 
Q. Where diil yon work, from the timo yon were able to 

\rnrk, until yon were twcnty-fiY<l years of age? 
.\.. I \rnd-ce,l for 1[r. Yreelan,l. 
Q. Did yon "·urk anywhern else during that time? 
A. Only on my own lot a little. 
Q'. 1Vhat proportion of yonr time did yon work on your 

own lot? 
A. 1V ell, not much, for it was but a small piece of 

ground ; about a day in a week, on an average, in the sum-
mer time. 
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372 Q. After that, until tho year eighteen hundred and fifty-
four, did yon work any for l'Jr. Vreeland 1 

A. Yes, sir ; some seasons about half the time, and the 
last two or three seasons may be not so much. 

Q. Did you ever fail or 1:efuse to work for him when he 
requested you so to do 1 

A. Never when I was able. 
Q. Did he ever say anything to you about working his 

farm on shares 1 
A. Ile spoke to me about it; I think it was 1850, as near 

373 as I can recollect it; I havn't any date. 
Q. What passed between yon aud him, in reference to 

working the farm on shares 1 
A. Ile asked mo to work his farm, and we hadn't ma<le 

any particular bargain about it_; I was then to work for 
him; he then asked me whether I coul<l attend to his milk-
ing for him; he wanted to go and pay a visit clown at his 
wife's relations; he did not specify where, only her folks; 
I told him I would; he went away; ho was gone from four 
days to a week, as near as I can remember; he came back 

374 again, and I was taken sick; he says to mo you can't <lo 
any more work; you are not able, and I will see to the 
farm myself. 

Q. Ilow long after he first proposed taking it on shares 
was it before he told you he would take care of it him-
self-that you were not able? 

A. The first time he proposed to me taking it on shares 
was about the first of May, as near as I can recollect, and 
about somewhere near the mi<l<lle of July ,,as the time ho 
said he would try aud do it himself. 

375 Q. When he spoke to you about taking it on shares, 
what did yon say? 

A. I do not recollect that I said auything. 
Q. Who carried on the farm, from May, till you were 

taken sick in July ? 
A.. I done the work, or seen it was done. 
Q. Ilow long were yon sick when you were taken sick? 
A. I was sick all summer; I was confined to the house 

two ,\'eeks, and was then able to be about, but not able to 
work. 

Q. Before you moved away from the Miller house, had 

,,. 
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you heard that ~Ir. Vreeland harl said be was not going to 376 
have anything more to do with you? 

(Objected to.) 
A. I ha<l; I heard it from :llr. Bush. 
(No cross-examination.) 

J om, II. V. V.,nmuYNE. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, } 

the 7th August, A. D. 1S37, 
Y. I) ILHDIPLF:, 

Master in Chancery of X cw J erscy. 
(A true copy.) 

W _ ::IL D..1.nm-rT, 
Clerk. 

ELDnx.~nox OF ,,'rrxi:ss1-:s taken in a cause de-
pemling in a Ccinrt of Chancery of the State 
of 'N cw Jersey, wherein John IL Y. Yun- 377 
duyne is complainant, and John IL Yrccland 
and others arc defcmlants, bd"ol'C Ym1eleve 
Dalrimple, one of tl1c :Masters arnl J~xamincrs 
in Chancery of said State, at his otlicc in ::llor-
ristown, in the county of:IIorris,on the thirty-
first day of :Augu,t, in the year eighteen hun-
dred and thirty-,even, in the pl'Cscnce of 
Jacob Y anatta, J~sq., rnlicitor of the com-
plainant, arnl Theodore Little, fall-, solicitor 
of defendants. 

Josiali Spee1', of the township of Caldwell, in the county 378 
of Essex, being duly sworn on the part of said complainant 
and examined, dcpc,eth arnl saith: I know John JI. Vree-
land, and have known him always since I can remember, 
more than forty years I suppose ; I have writ16n a "·ill for 
J oh:i JI. Yreeland, and one after that, two in all; •he 1irst 
one ·was ,rrittcn in 1847 or 1848; as near as I can tell, rnme-
wherc along there; that ,rns n the lifetime of his first 
wife; I do not know whern that is now; I had it sometime, 
and Mr. Yreeland called am] got it; I do not know that it 
has ever been destroyed. 



379 Q. What <1ispo,ition wa~ nl[l(b of J',Ir. Yrrch•. l', pro-

perty l,y tl•a• fi st wi'l, us near .is y,,n ..,u reullcctl 

(Ol,jH·te<l tc,.) 
\. In tho fir;;, it 11, I,c ordered hi, jngt debts u 11 funeral 

cxpc e: to 1 c paiJ; •'COlltl i c1n, lie g;ve to nis r :~r~, 

)lary ~\nn Bn,h, ""fe cf ( c ..,,j, Uus ,, t"c',tl ··'" .if 
lnrnl adjoini g lnn• of ,I 01 1h) , I' n 1 tlw r ,. 1, lllh~ ,lc-

~cribcil ,ow t' < l.1 1'1 he 11d 1,e m·1 011; he ,1 l,o ga \C I _,r 

part of a let ly no- n the\\ a'10w nou t1·11; t' re :,,uo of 

hisc<tutc re•\ a l I crs('!',ll ho uaYC t, I ;s "i'c ,lu•·in,. her 

3S0 11:1turnl life., a11C: •1 " h · :do] cd s, r Joh 1 I . \ . \' n• 

'1y1111c; •] ~r, was a co,111:." ,n i• •lu , 11, thnt I , 1 urrh of 

l\fontvillc, of wl1" • 1 hew s a 11 nbL•', •l•u1 ld lll p:,id six 

tlullar~, L thi k, n-y~-ir S( lo.lg' flS "t ~1 01 l< rL 71r.,i 1 nrc-1 , 

or s l J..mg ns th·, c lllf'I UE s •1 ,ulil a•r"c .'y lh r • t'.c 

,an c; ;, sth·,hr n1 "nn''"'l Pc•d" \\'. Van 1' sun,! .\bra1 1•11 

C. Ya111lt-" 11, ..,,..,,, Jt 11s; h, < d th,1t "i 1 ·n r y pre, 11cc 

and in thc 1n·.., E cc of " , <lt 1cr "·i Pl, L , ,J , ]), y•on 

and "t01 ',en Davt, , h"s r•, nd "ct re<! ,,l•c.r;oc I 1t i.t 

tho •a nc tune; I I lV<' 110 co1 y , · 1 ·a 't; I l• 1,l <1 cn1) of 

381 that 1ir,t will, l,n• ' vc lonr. <l ·,r i• iuc,· I g, t t', • nL-

]'ll , nnd LU 1}()t Ii• I it; I, l • :,t th' ,k I haH i ; I ar 1 

qnit.., CL ta"n I 1.nr't it; )Ir. \'rec and h"m cf b" ,c _nc 

the in ... f-r1c'"icnB fw l1 W~I t nt \\ 11. 
Q. \\ , t "a, tl , I 1 g11·10 0 cmp! y •d ,n tho w 11 l c erip-

tivc of ,T,,I 'l 1l.·1ry \ ,1 J, n 1 
,\. II at' ;,tu sr I •1 mk; I tlli k L.i directed • tn 

wrik out •he l'u e i1 fr!', I· lnp el SL 1 ,l n lien)' 

Yrl•tla 11] Yanc nvne; [ ,lo 1 "th' 1k he had any, mners: "on 

with me about ,lr'1n lle1J'·y, fm IL t' n d"r;c•in.,, lww t' c 

38~ wills' 01 1<l b~ w · ,tc; the sec""] w 0 1l was " 1t en rf er tho 

dcctl, r'' ·1i fir,t ,, fr. n<- i.f>or 'is ~01 ,1 marr ; ;t 

\PlS 1Jot 1( u.f t:r h~s soc nHl 1 "'rri ~0 it n :r:1 ,_. \, ve lie 1 

a) c•r; it u•ght han• l1l<<'ll n ire or ll ; •h• sec·nn I \I ill 
,ms ex P tL rl U) \Ir. \ ,1 cl , i· 1 11 y :)!'" ~; I w s ON 

of l an lsLril 'ng w t'lc es •o it, 111 I [ th"nk the tw > D: y-

tons lcfurc 1,1ontion, "L Lal 1<u' ·ilin,,. \\i•nc e5 o "t; 

1\Ir. Yrcclallll kept tha• w;Jl; I J,av-3 newr scPn it OC'O; 

I do not know \\. ,<>re it's 'IO\\' ; I drew it a his 1 ,mo a,,d 

never had a·,y co1 y or dn:f of it; 
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Q. St !() what disposif )11 of h•s ]WO) crty 110.mu<le by this 3S3 
last ,n 11, m; rn ar as )·ou cu.n retncr 1 l er ? 

(O..iJ rte,] to.) 
\. Tl, ,ecc 1d "·us a ,lmf• of tlj() fit ,t ,,·ith a lilt!& alter-

ation; afrcr t H' ot 1er uc,pw s 1 e ~,ivc ,1 l his estate to 
,Tolrn lf011ry, cxcopt r'vc Jiuutlrl'<l dollars to his w fo in ad-
d'tiou to h, · wl t of doW6'', t',i l,1 twill di<l 11,,t give the 
cs,at, t, is wi, 0w, uri !:!; he,. r~ the fi O ,li,1, lint ouly 
tho fi 1·e 11Pclrc,I •lollrr ;u ad, ition to her ri~•,t of ,.uwer; 
t'10 s.rne e'<c 11!01,s 'Ii ore nat u II this Inst "·,II; 1 ,1.,o,ly 
in 1 a, •ieu .r l _t the lair l~· w ·t !ll'C t wl w •his last 
w II wu l xc c• ed; 1 · " fo m I t\\·o crlo1r d 1 C'O] ~ "·ere 3S4 
ther"; I ,Jo not th n,, hi u·ilL "a r r~sent wit, the "·ill 
w:b t' ccuh,c .. I <iu" ,f tli'nk ,VJb '-.Y wr~ pre'jcnt w wu 
i• w· ex •ci1•c,] l t tho wi ucs,c ; sh, wa uot present 
when h, , i,cet,.ms w~ p-iven for ,,-ritin., •he la,t will. 

Q. h -:\Ir. Yreclau<l a rnm of firrn .ni. ,! or changcaulc 
in his purposes / 

(Olijec:c<' to.) 
.\. I "lwultl coll'ider him vcry ehnngeahlc indeed; .-ery 

fitl, c ; I ,lo eunsiC or him so. 
(!. Is ho a m<11 c,,sy or ,li1licul I) uc i 1flucnecd by one 

stan,,i 6 i u c•Jnfuen'ial rdat1on to hiIL-likc L1at of 

"i "c ? 
(01.,e• •c,] t ,.) 
A. \ "'J C'asv ') be ·n1uencul, I,, onltl think; you must 3S5 

on) t·• c tins fJr Ill.' _;udg 1ent a',out it. 
Q. l' . Jr to } , r ,It awi •' l.t t \\ ill, ,li,l you ever 

lcrrn f,,, n ,rr. \ rcelm t's e011vcrsa iou ,w he wa,q,lcase,l 
wit'1,, ,n Ilem·.' Yanc:.nyne? 

,\. I e, r hcr,r 1 i t "Y a word ,1',out it one way or 
the otncr; I Ive ,1 • 1i 'a 1d a qua ·1cr f·u1,1 hirn, l suppose, 
or a mile :mu a hal.. 

Q. I or the la. t fou · or firn ye· r what have been )Ir. 
\ 7 rccl.1• 1' 1&l ·1s as to sub ·iety 1 

(Ol 1c el t ,.) 
,\. 1 , u nc • know a 1ytl•i11g abont it; I <lo not know as 

Le I ,ls ( r:.~nk ct tr )p ; l1a,·c Hl t ~ccn 1i: u. 
Q. 1 lo ye r ga ·d him ·1s a empc ·a our an i-itcmperatc 

]1 'l / 

(Ou,,Cl +e,] to.) 
A. That is a pretty hard question; if I should form my 
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3SG opini m from external a;,pearar.ceq, I honl<l con,iuer him 
htemp1, ·ate a con,id1,•abk lf the time, not at all times. 

Oro s., r ,,n;n,rl bv c•mr cl of dofcnr1un•,: I ,'hrnld think 
:).fr. Yrc.,Jand a 1 ,a,; ca,y b be iu,lu, 10, d l•) a son, or one 
sta111li 1p; i, •he relation of " r 1, <lis]>11s< <l IO d•) right to-
wards a father; from ny knowlcrlgc uf his health aml age, 
I shoulrl think he k1c be I in a C'IIHlition tu rna,rnge his 
fal'l 1 ,r the !0 t four ,Jr fi, 0 ~-car,, the u), pcrh,1,i,; he has 
not 1, er a ,le •o ,lo I uch .al r ; lw h 1s h 1c. so111e very sc-

3S7 rious fits of ick 1 , i I hat 1'111 , as I haH nc r,l; I t rr k 
his ron i 'h mis&. b > ,d 1-c.J.a as if- Wa!:i fivo ;en1·~ a~o, 
tliat · fro. 1 my ol sc, v..tion ; I ha\'C rot l ccn -vc.:, info rnte 
wi•h l,irr in that fn c ; I lo nrt k 1\1' that I have spoken 
to 1 i1r in t 1rt ti!_ "; I lmn 11 1, ·, yob • 1 ct! I im pa,,, and 
judoe fr,,n1 hL c•Jun'enn "'C' an<l g( nLral aL>pcarancc. 

WitPC s wi,hcs to trtc tlrnt 110th of the wi.l• made pro-
vi,ion for the support of the crJlorNI people which he did 
not recollect when ta ing tho contents of the wills; he 

388 111111!0 thc'r support obligawry on his e,tate. 

Sworn an l n hscri' ,e,1 bcf ,ro 'lle, t' -i } 
31st day of Augn,t, A. D. l"iil t, 

\ . r) \LF.UI 0 T 'E., 

J OeLI.II SrEER. 

Mast• 'n Chan cry, &c., oi~~cwJcrsey. 

Gn11· f. J[ilZ,,,r, c ·•le. t \,n 'ii,, c._ :.Iano\·cr, oftheconnty 
of !,,.,, , a \Ii • ,;s I ·o lnt·e<l c , t' pa t of ai,l cornpla·n-
a11t, !win"' tiny "orn, on I1is < a•h, ilcJ tSt th and saith: I 
k 10w ,J cl n I. Y redanc,, i I" , e I-no, n l 1m as long as I 

3SD harn ,,nown anybody; t _tis m,1 11cighb11r,; I am younger 
than he; I remember .\Ir. llriekcll lrnil<lin;; a house on ~Ir. 
Yrcclant!', for• ; I clo not ],now who drew the stones for 
the fot ndation of t1 at h011sc. o , l,v I w s at a cutai n black-
s ,ith sl op, J,n1es ( ss, sn ~a1le<l; ~Ir. \'re faml wn, there 
arnl s11m, HJ<ly wen• pa t \I ith '<>n~; I •J.:nk it \\·as on a 
sled; I may not be ri"' it; • keel I ir , Mr. Yr•cclan<l, wlio 
that wa•; he tol<l P ;i i \\ as ,i, m •1; hC' ~aid I c worked his 
farm on shares; he alkc,1 i1 ti is way, that he was tired of 
working, and so or ; aucl he said ~Ir. llrickcll was built!ing 
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a hou•c for himself, at his own expense, a, I understood 390 
l,i111; I toltl l,im there was a goo<l place to build a house 
do\\'n tow,mls ~fr. Dayton's; well, that is pretty mnch all 
that wns ,aiJ, I belim·e, at the time; I did not know who it 
,ct, that went by on the sled, but I supposetl it was the 
man he hacl on his fa,·m ; I cannot say certainly that I have 
seen the lll:lH I saw on tho sled since. but I think it was 
:l[r. Brickell; the house was pnt up by ~fr. B,·ickell the 
~ame t--pri11g or the next spring; tho stones were carted in 
cnlcl weather, aiHl I mean the hnn,e was pnt up, after the 
winter l,rnkc np; I ,rnrked some tlu·ee days at scoring the 391 
timucr for the house. 

C,·osx-c{J'111nination by counsel of defendants: I really 
cannot pnsiti,·ely tell bow man,v years ago thi, conversation 
was; to gne-s at it, I shnnld think it 1aas three or fonr 
ycarti ago; there was nothing more to make me recollect 
the c01wcrsation, than I thought J\fr. Yreelancl had got a 
1uan to "·ork fnr him; I fhst mcnli<>ne<l this conversation 
to anyl""ly this summer; I told Mr. Caleb 1V. Edw,irds of 
it first, I shnul,1 suppose; I do not know how I came to tell 302 
hin,, uni it must have been on acconnt of the suit; I do 
n"t know as :lfr. VI'eeland had had a man to work the farm 
011 shar0s the year befol'c that; he sai<l that ,ms the man 
who had taken his form on shal'e,; I can't really say that 
there was anyuody else who heard this conversation; there 
might ha1·c been people ar~uncl; I do not know what Ml'. 
\' n•,•lancl wa, there for, bnt I think he had a horse; I was 
al>ont cighte0n panel of fence from the man on the sled; 
he wa.., going fron1 me. 

Hworn and snbscrihed before me, } 
Angnst 31st, A. D. 18J7, 

Y. DALRI\CPLE, 

Master in Chancery, &c., of Xew Jersey. 

JJ,:1ij1unin Cmne, E,q., of the town,hip Pequannock, 
afol'cs:cid, a witness prodnced and sworn on the part of 
~aid colllplainant, dcpn:;cth and saith: I am acquainted 
with the fann aud real c:;tate of John II. Y rcelaud; that 

H 
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394 is, most of it, and pretty generally with the quality and 
,aluc of fands in that neighborhood. 

Question. State your estimate of the value of John II. 
Vreeland's real estate at the time Mr. Ericke11 moved on 
Vreeland's farm ? 

A I Rhonltl put the homestead-the body of land about 
his hou,e that is-at ninety dollars an acre; I should pnt 
it nm,· at a hnrnlrecl; I <lo not know the number of acres; 
I should suppose about forty; there is another tract a short 

395 distance from it; I do not know the number of acres, pro-
bahly fifty or sixty acres, or morn; I should put that at 
fifty dollars or upwards an acre ; that joins the river; there 
is another tract of land at the Wahow, or about the com-
lllencement of J acksonvil!e ; I do not kno1v the nnm ber of 
acres, but fo n maps I have seen of it in selling lands 
joining it, It ,ink tliern is twenty-seven acres, and I should 
put it at forty ,hl,·•rs an acre; I should not think my esti-
mat,·s ll'Cre too hip;h, as land sells in that neighborhood; I 
have been on the ,V ahow tract of woodland ; if I owned 

306 tl,e lan<l,, I should not want to take less than something 
like eight thousand dollars for them; I have known John 
IL Yreeland over fifty years; I have livetl all that time 
within two rniles of him; I have seen him very frequently; 
i11 the last fi 1·c or six years, I have seen him about as often 
as before ; he passes my house to go to mill and church. 

Q. IIow is he as to stability of mind-firm or fickle? 
"\. I sliould think be 11·as not rnry firm in his opinions; 

I thi11k ho has strong prejudices in favor of that little 
church, aml that may be pretty well seated. 

3fl7 Q. Do you regard him as a man easy to be influenced 
or difficult to be influenced by his wife ? 

(Objected to.) 
A. I do not know that I can answer that question, as I 

do not know but li~tle of his wife, nor how mnch influence 
she conld have over him. 

Q. Do you regard him as difficult or easy to be influ-
enced by any person of shrewdness, who may enjoy bis 
confidence? 

(Objected to.) 
A. I should think he might be influenced by such a per-

I ' 
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son; my reasons are made up from my own knowledge of 398 
the man, and conversations with him, and public reports. 

Q. How have Mr. Veerland's habits been as to sobriety 
for the last seven or eight years ! 

(Objected to.) 
A. I have seen him when I have thought he had been 

drinking too much. 
Q. How is his appearance as to indications of intemper-

ance, as compared to what it was fifteen years ago 1 
A. I think, from his appearance, it is growing on him. 

Cross-examination by counsel of defendants: I am scv- 399 
enty years old to-day; my attention was called for some 
years past to the value of the farm; I have hearcl he bas 
frequently talked about selling it, and we have talked about 
the price; it may have been eight or ten years past, and 
may be not so long; I have frequently observed it was the 
best farm in Miat section of country, in my estimation; I do 
not know that I was ever asked to set an estimate on the 
dif:'crent lots separately ; land has been gradually rising in 

i 1 value in that neighborhood for a number of years; I do 400 
not mean to say that Mr. Vreeland and I talked about the 
price of the farm; I meant "we," the neighbors, talked 
about it; I think I have, for a number of years, put his 
property as high as eight thonsand dollars, bnt I have 
heard he offered to sell it for seven thousand ; I do not 
know that I have heard he offered to sell it for six thou-
sand; I do not know but I may have heard it; it does ap-
pear to me now that I have heard somebody say so; I have 
not been at his house much within five or six years; I can't 
tell how often ; I was there once, and talke,l with him at 401 
the time I took the census; I am not certain that 1 have 
been in the house but once in five, six, or se·:en years ; it 
appears to me I have, but I "·on't be certain; I have had 
no particular dealings with him in that tim& ; he has been 
at my house to consult me about some difficulties with a 
man working his place; it was just before J\Ir. Brickell 
came there, I think ; I think it was the season before, bnt 
I may be mistaken; the house built since Mr. Brickell 
came there would make four hundred dollars difference in 
value of property ; I never examined the house; it may 
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402 have cost more; that is merely p:nc,sing at it; I thi11k "'.\Ir. 

403 

Vreela11d is a man of weak mind; I ,honhl think he might 
be influenced by his son, or his wife•, if shrewd enough, or 
other confidential friends. 

To questions by counsel o1 complainant: 
In coming from my house to ~torri-;town, I <lo not p:1•s 

the residence of John If. Yreelan I; I have see11 ,Jnhn II. 
Vreeland, I shonld think, as ofte11 as 011cc' a ,reek fo11· tifty 
years, and sonietimes thl'ee or four time~ a" tck; I forg-Pt 
the tena11t's 11a111e he ca111e to cn11wlt me a\Jout ; I <·,lll't 
my that I ca11't say that it was Pharao. 

B .. :sJA'1IS C1USE. 

S,rnrn a11d sn\Jsc1·ibed before me. this} 
31st day of August, .\. D. I~.-,,, 

V. DALRnIPLE, 

Master in Chancery, &c., of Xew Jcrsry. 

Joseph King, of Pequannock, aforesaid, a ,vit11ess pro-
duced and swom 011 the part of said co:11plainant, deposeth 
and saith: I li,e at l'ine Brook; I know J<>hn 11. Yrce-
laucl; I knew his first wife; I worked two years for ::\Ir. 
Vreeland; I was working for him when hi,; first "·ifo died; 
my first yea,· was pretty near np when she died; I worked 
straight on for two years; I workccl \\'ith ::\Ir. Vreeland 
when he nuuTied the second wife; .l\Ir. John lleury Yan-

404 duyne worked at his own place those t,rn years; he wul'lrnd 
s0111e for Mt·. Vredanu; he worked at whatever ::\Ir. Yree-
lancl wanted him cut grass in h:ti'vest anti plough. 

Q. How did he ,rnrk; slow or well/ 
A. Ile worked well. 
Q. \\ bile Mr. Vreeland',; first ,rife \\'as ali,·e, did you 

hear Mr. Yreeland say who ,ms to have his property when 
be was dead 1 

A. Yes; Mr. Vreeland told me the farm ,ms J olm's; I 
told him it was right, and I told him you took that boy 
when small, and it is right fo,· you to allow him the farn;, 

Q. Did you say u1yti1ing to Mr. Vreeland a\Jout his keep-
ing it as long a-::; ho lived? 

A. I told 1,lr. Vreeland he had better keep the place in 
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his hands as Jong as he Jived, and he told me that he 405 
would. 

Q. IIow often did Mr. Yreeland tell you the farm was 
to be Joh n's when he was dead? 

A. That's hard work for me to tell; he told me so 
often; I went with ~Ir. Vreeland when he went to get 
married; J\Ir. Vreeland took me along to drive the horses; 
he tole! me what he was going fo,·; I suppose he told me 
three days bl'forn we ,rnnt; he told me he was going to get 
married, and did not want it told to anyuody; Mr. Vree-
land was married in John Brickell',; hc,use; I saw him 406 
married; I saw Mr. Brickell there at the maniage; he 
asked me what kind of a man J\lr. Vn•eland was; if he was 
a pretty nice man; whether Mr. Vreeland was a first rate 
man to his woman, and asked in ,rhat for kind of place it 
was; I told him it was the best place in Pine Brook; there 
,ms no more talk between me aud Brickell at the time; 
this talk was in hlr. Brickell's barn; we had a little brandy 
there. 

Q. After :Mr. Vreeland's second wife got moved up 
there, did Vreeland tell you anything about his having 407 
made a will? 

11.. After tho second woman had been there a little 
\Yhilc, }Ir. Vreeland told me he would make a will; Mr. 
Vreeland told me the part of the lot next ; J\Ir. Dayton's 
belonged to Cornelius Bush, and the rest part to John 
Ile11ry. 

Q. Did he say he had made the will or .vas going to 
make the will that way? 

A. He told me he would make the will; I saw Mr. 
Brickell after he rnoYed upon Mr. Vreelaud's farm; the 408 
first time I saw him was in J\Ir. Vreeland's house. 

Q. Did you sec him up at the "\Vahow ? 
A. Yes; that was in the winter after he moved; I can't 

say how long he had heen living at Mr. Vreeland's when I 
saw him there; he had not bnilt his house then; I said 
J ollll, you take .M,·. Vreeland's place, maybe sometime you 
get into some trouble, and John told me that he had bought 
the place and got a good deed for it; that's all the talk we 
Lad then. 

Q. Did you tell him who would make him trouble? 
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409 A. Yes; I told him John Vreeland Vanduyne would 
make trouble for him. 

Q. Did yon tell him how or why John Vanduyne would 
make tronble? 

A. I told him I thought John would make trouble for 
him, for John thought the place belonged to him. 

Q. Did you tell him why John thought the place be· 
longed to him 1 

A. I told him, John Brickell, that Mr. Vreeland took 
that boy when he was very small as his own ; that's all I 

410 said; he said he was not afraid of John Vanduyne; that 
was all up at the '\Vahow; that was before he had clone 
building his house. 

Q. Did yon ever hear John Brickell say he had things 
fixed, and John Vanduyne might do what he pleased, or 
anything like that 1 

(Objected to.) 
A. Yes; that was at the Wahow. 
Q. What was he at the W ahow for! 
A. To get a frame to make a barrack; I furnished stones 

411 for that new house Mr. Brickell built; Mr. Vreeland traded 
me a barrack for the stones ; I do not know who carted 
the stones; I recollect Mr. Vreeland putting a new roof on 
his barn and fixing hiB house ; I was at work there then ; 
that was since he got this wife; John Ilenry worked there 
then; I asked Mr. Vreeland if John gets pay; no, he said, 
I pay him nothing; when I get done it belongs to John ; 
it was the first part of the spring since he got the second 
wife; I worked there when Mr. Vreeland was sick; J oho 
Henry was there clay and night ; all the time he was sick ; 

412 Mr. Vreeland's wife was not sick that summer; she was 
not sick while I worked there. 

Q. Did Mr. Vreeland ever send yon to tell John Henry 
to come and work for him 1 

A. Yes; it was before Mr. Vreeland was sick; it was 
more than once; it was a good many times; I went to ask 
him to come and work; I went sometimes clay times and 
sometimes night; I went sometimes as early as four o'clock; 
John came as quick as he could when I went after him ; 
Mr. Vreeland kept something to drink then; sometimes he 
had more than he wanted in the house, and he put some up 
in the wagon-house, and I would find it and take some. 
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(J,. Did Mr. Vreeland take some pretty often himselfl 413 
A. I don't know. 

01'0BB-examination by counsel of defendants: 

A man from Germany took some with me when I found 
the liquor in the wagon-house; nobody else; I and the 
Gcrman worked for him then, and old Jack, but I don't 
count him anything; John Henry worked pretty near all 
the time; I connted Jack one of tho family; he worked 
with tl,e rest; I recollect "·hen John was constable; some- 414 
times he worked and sometimes he attended to the consta-
ble business; I expect John raised his bread and potatoes 
on his own place ; he worked that place; sometimes I 
would go over and help him some in the garden, and one 
time I and John cradled his wheat and Mr. Vreeland's 
both ; I made the trade with the old man for the barrack 
in the fall or first part of winter; the old man wanted the 
stones for John Brickell; I do not know what kind of 
work I was doing when the old man was sick; I know 
John stayed there clay and night, because I saw him there 415 
when 1 went to bed, and he would be there on the floor or 
in a rocking chair when I got up in the morning; he might 
have been home in the middle of the night. 

his 
J osEPn + Knm. 

mark. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, this} 

31st day of August, A. D. 1857, 
V. D.ILRDIPLE, 

Master and Examiner in Chancery. 416 

Adjourned to to-morrow morning at 10½ A. M. 

TUESDAY MonNING, Sept. 1st. 
The parties met pursuant to adjournment whereupon the 

said complainant called one Albe1't B. Voo1'ltees, of the city 
of Ncwai·k, as a witness on his behalf, who, being duly 
sworn on his oath, depose th and rnith: I know J aim II. V. 
Vamlnyne; I lived in his neighborhood when a boy; my 
mother was the second wife of Martin J. Youngs; Mr. 
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417 Youngs was a near neighbor of Mr. Vreeland; I went to 
Mr. Youngs' to live when I was about nine years old, and 
remained there till I was about fourteen and a half old, 
and every summer after that, while learning my trade, I 
went there and stayed two weeks, and I was there at other 
times; I served my time at wheelwrighting, and after that 
I went to J crsey City and leamed cupentering; when I 
lived at Mr. Yonngs', John IIenr_y Vanduyne lived at Mr. 
Vreeland's; he was working on the farm at Mr. Vreeland's 
at work in the woods, and round the farm~at all kinds of 

418 work; he was a very smart, active young man; he was 
considered the smartest young man, and the most active 
about the neighborhood, and that 1,e could do the most 
work; he was stout; I do not think there was a great deal 
of difference between our ages. 

Q. Did the way he worked attract any attention about 
the neighborhood at the time! 

A. Yes; I have heard it spoken of about the neighbor-
hood several times about his working very hard; I have 
heard Mr. Vreeland say that John was a very smart boy; 

419 and then after he became a man he said he was a very 
smart man; I worked at ]\fr. Vreeland's after his second 
marriage ; I can't tell how long it was after; I can't fotch 
to my recollection what year it was; it may have been a 
short time, and it may have been a year; I was at work at 
carpentering work-repairing the house and barn ; I went 
for John Ilenry Vanduyne to come and assist at that work; 
I went at Mr. Vreeland's request; if my memory serves 
me right, he told me to go over_ and tell John Henry to 
come over and help, that it was to his interest more than it 

420 was to his, he said ; I told that to John ; I rather think he 
did come; I won't say positive, but I rather think he did; 
I rather think he was at work round there, while I was at 
work, but I won't say positive. 

Q. Diel Mr. Vreeland say anything to yon about coming 
to Ii ve with him ! 

A. Yes, sir; he came down to my house about three 
year ago; I think the first time was about three years ago, 
the latter part of this month; I was then living at Newark; 
his wife came with him ; I can't say that he stayed all night 
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then, but he did shortly after that; he was at my hourn 421 
different times that fall. 

{~. State what he said to yon about coming to live with 
him on that occasion 1 

(Objected to.) 
.A. lle ,ms talkin§r about bcin§r alone; and one thing and 

another, and he said he wonlcl like to have just such a man 
as I ,,rts come to live with him; then his ,rife spoke and 
mid I had a good place, and I think she made use of these 
words, and said they would get somebody else. 

Q. Did he make any allusion to what he ,rould do for 422 

'I. ' you, if yon ,rnul,l corne0 to Ii ,·e ,,ith him 1 
.A.. Ile rnid l,e would do well by rne. 
Q. \r as his remai·k that he ,rn,ild do well by yon, before 

his wife said they would get sombody else? 
.A. I think it was. 
Q Did Jlfr. -Vreeland ever speak to you after that about 

corning- tu li,·n with hi,n, and if so, state what he said '/ 
,\. Ire saitl after1,·a1·tls, and at ,lifferent times, that he 

woul<l like to I ave me come an,1 li,·e with him. The next 
ti,nc he spoke about it afterwanls he came to my houee to 423 
dinner, and all he ,ai,1 was he would like to have me come 
to live witli liim. 

Q . \Vl ,en next after that did he speak to yon about it? 
A. Tl,e ucxt tin1e I saw hi111 down in Market street, 

Newark ; ho ,ras down with a t,Yo horse wagon ; he said 
then he ,rnnld like to have me live \\·ith hi111; n, thing 
111nrc than that at that tio•c'; after that he came down and 
told n,c he had a man; I tl,i11k he was in the ,hop where I 
w0rkcd in Newark then ; if I recollect right, he told me he 
had a rnan to come and live with him, but he said he 424 
wanted me to make hi111 one promise, that if he got down, 
so that he could not help himseli:._tl,at i,, down sick-he 
\\·anted me to come a11d see to him; then we were talking 
abont this man, alHl I tuld him he had better be careful 
ho\\- l,c got a 111an; I told l1i111 he knew how old folks got 
sen·ed generally; if 1,e put l1is property out of his hands, 
that he mn,t look out that he did not get misused ; he said 
he would lonk out for that-he would keep it under his 
o,rn th11111b us long as his head was ,rnrm; he told me Mr. 

Brickell was the man he had. 
15 
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425 Q. ·was there anything peculiar in the old man's deport-
111Pnt, while that conversation was going on? 

.,\. 1 es, sir; he seemed to feel worked up, and he took 
hold of my hand, and the tears ran down his cheeks, and I 
felt SOJTY for tho old man at the time. 

Q. Did 1,is weeping attract the "attention of other per. 
,ons in the shop at the time! 

A. I do not recollect that it did ; I do not know as any 
one was there, except off and on; I do not think Brickell 
liad moYcd on the farm when this conversation took place; 

426 I was there ,yhen Brickell moved on the old man's place, 
or moved part of his things; he had come over night with 
the things, and I hel pod to unload some chickens in the 
rnorning, and counted them at Mr. Vreeland's request; the 
con vcr;atinn I had with the oltl gentleman in N e1rnrk ll'as 
beforo ]3rickell hrouglit those things there; I did not try 
to make any arrangement with the olrl gentleman to go 
and livo witli him. 

Q. Why 1,ot 1 
(Objected to.) 

427 A. I did not think the women wonld agree, and I did not 
think I coul,1 agree with her, Mrs. Vreeland, either. 

(J. Why did you think you could uot agree with her? 
( 0 bj cctecl to.) 
A. ·when _Mr~. Vreeland spoke to me the first time, she 

was by, an,! she ,poke right off, the same as though she 
would not like to have 1110 there; she said I had a good job, 
arnl they could find Romebody else; I told her I had; she 
,rnnt so far as to ask me 11·hat I was getting where I 11·as, 
aud I told her. 

428 Q. Did yon consult with your mother about the proposi-
tion Mr. Vreeland had made you to come and live with 
him1 

(Objected to.) 
,\. I told my mother that :Mr. Vreeland had told me he 

would like to have me come and live with him. 
Q. What clicl she say? 
(Objected to.) 
A. :She said there was no u,e in me and my wife think-

ing of Jiying with JIIrs. Vreeland; that we could not make 
it go .. 
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Witness being cross-examine,l by counsel for dcfondanto', 420 

· further saith: At tl,e time the old man fir,t aske,1 me to 

come and live with him, John Henry Vandnyne was lidng 

in a little house 1·ight next to him; he lived there at the 

time I repaired the house and barn I spoke of; I don't re-

collect of going more than once to ask him to come and 

help. 
Q. What reply did he make~ 
A. I can't tell what John Henry said about it; I ha Ye 

no recollection of anything he said at that time; I could 

not state ; this was some ti me before the ol<l man came to 430 

see me the first time at N ewai·k; I can't say whether it was 

three, four or five years; I can't recollect the time we fixed 
the barn ; I was engaged at putting up and making pumps 

and plumbing when the old gentleman came to see me the 

fir,t time; I was getting pretty goocl wages arnl ahniys had 

plenty to do; I told them I had plenty to do, an<l then she 

asked me what wages I was getti11g, and I told her and she 

said I had a good place and they woukl get somebody else; 

I ktve neyer lived in Pine Brook steadily or made it my 

home there since I left, when I was fonrtecu years old; I 431 

have never done any work for Mr. -Vreeland since I left ex-

cept repairing the house and barn ; I have never Ii veil in 

his family since I worked there. 

To questions by counsel for complainant: I do not re-

member when John Henry moved away from the little 

house adjoining Mr. Vreeland's; I think Mr. Yreeland 

sent me for John llenry the first morning I was at work 

there; I fix the time when Mr. Vreeland talked with mo 

about coming to live with him by the fact that I took a 432 

hc,use at Stone Ilouse Plains and stocked it with poultry, 

and I had a man in the place, and in the fall I ,fetched my 

poultry down to Newark and Mr. Vreeland took a liking 

to the fowls and got a Shanghae rooster; it is three years 

ago, the first of April last, since I took the house. 
A. B. V oomrrs. 

Sworn and subscribed before l 
me, Sept. 1st, A. D., 1857, I 

V. DALR!MPLE, 

Master in Chancery of New Jersey. 
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433 Fmther examination of witnesses adjourned hy consent 
to 9th September, instant, at 10 o'clock A. M., at my office. 

Partie8 and counsel met on 0th September, 1,57, pursu-
ant to adjournment, and-

Ga1'1·et S. Demarest, of the to,vnship of "\\Ta,hington, in 
the county of Borgen, a witness produce,! am! sworn on the 
pa,t of said complainant, <lep,iscth and rnith: I arn ac-
quainted with Johu T. H1·ickcll and wifo,.:rnd I have been 
acquainted with them ahrays alnuHt; they 11·erc brnnght 

434 up in 0111· neighhoriiocHI; I kn<>w ,J., 1111 TL V,·,,.,Ja:i I; I 
fir,t became ,wquai11te,l witl, hi II at'rc•r he ,narriecl hi, pre-
sent ll"ifo; shortly aftennmls; I coulcl n<>t tell the pn•c·i,c 
ti 1ic. (Being sl1owu lllo:tgage from Jolin l'. Bri<'kl'll a11d 
wile to John lI. Yreeland a11cl wife,, atcd ~th :\"111·ernher, 
1 S.'\i, which I have rn,u·ked Exhibit "\. 3, on pa1·t of com. 
p1ainant :) I Jrew that n1ol·tga,2,"e; it wa..; signed in my 
presence nd ack,wwle lged bei"orn 1ne; I II":\' then a ,J ud:o 
of the Court of Comm 111 Ple·is of De1·µ;,·n ( oun•y ; I "cl ·cw 
a dee,1 nt the same time betweeu tl,e s:1111c p,nt:e,; it was 

43.'\ all oue trnnsacrio11; the deed ll"lt, fr11111 Vreel ,u I an.I wife to 
Brickell aud wife; tl,erc was a b,111d drawn, t110, to corres· 
pond with tlte mortgage; the deed wa .... atk:110,rlcdged Le-
fo:·e rne; all Joue at oue time. (lll'i11g sho1111 l.,1111,J fr11111 
John T. Brickell and w<fe to Vreclan I and witi.·, dated '-'th 
November, l:C-ii! :) '11,at is tie I,, 11d 11!!·1Jtio11cd in that 
mortgage; I tliink the lantlo de:jc:rihed i11 the n101 tgaµ_·(• a:c 
the ~aille Jcscl'il,e<l in the <lJed ; it w :,; 111e:u1t to Ue:,., ,, and 
I l.,elieve it i; so; thc,e papers wer0 e~~Cll'.ed on the day 
th"y bear date; I allrays do that; th,·y \H•re drnwn an,1 

436 executed at.Mr. Drickell's home, in the IOll"llshipof Harring-
ton, in tl1e county of lkJrgv11; I went to Iii-.. lion:--e fol' the• 
purpose of drnwing thern; I foun I t!ll're wheu I 11·eut there 
Mr. Brickell and his farnily and .\lr. Vreeland and l,i, wife; 
I do not recollect any strangers bei ,ig there; I ,nppo,e "\Ir. 
Brickell lil"e<l about two n,ile, ftmn m,1· l'l's'd,,.,cc; I thiuk, 
if rny recollection serve; me rigl,t, that .:\fr. Vreelancl stop-
ped at n1y house 011 !,is 1rny Ol"er to .:\fr. B,·icb,11', an,! re-
qnest,·d me to come Ol"er to Mr. Brickell\; I tl,ink it 11·:1s 
the day previous to my goiug oYcr, tl11rnµ;h it 111ay ha,·c 
been tl1e same <lay ; I tlii11k it was the day before; )Ir. 
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Y reeland's wife was wiih him when he stopped; I think 437 
Mr. Vreeland had called at my house before that; more 
than once I think; he just stopped as he went past; I can't 
say the num\Jcr of times, or how l,mg before; he said he 
wanted me to do some writing; I don't know as he said 
wliat writing; snme writing or business he said ; I do not 
think he mentioned anything but doing some writing; I do 
not recollect that he dic1; that was the first I was ever spo-
ken to abnnt doing any writing between him and ~Ir. 
Briehl! ; that is the fir~t l 01·er heanl abont it; I had other 
business in the neighlJOrhoocl then, and I got to ~fr. Brick- 438 
ell's in tho afternoon, and :1Ir. Vreeland told me what he 
wanted ; 1Yhat writing he wantc,l done; I guess they were 
r.ll present when Le told me that; all the family and Mrs. 
Yn•eland with the rest; they were going back am! forth; 
Mr. Brickell, I think, was about the honso when the in-
structions were _gi 1·011 ; I can't say he w·as at the spot at the 
time, th::;ngh I tl,ink he was. 

Q. Ditl you learn from ::\Ir Vreeland, or the other par-
ties who 1rere then presen:, what papers tl,ey wanted drawn 
and the particulars of the arrangement that they wished 439 
you to commit to \\Tiling before you commenced drawing 

the papers 7 
A. l did; l clrew the papers and writings, as I thought, 

in conforlllity to the instructions and directions then given 

to me. 
Q. ,Vas your opinion asked as to any part of the arrange-

ment, 1hat is, ,d,ich wonld be the better way to manage 
any particular point, or attain any particular object, or 
11·e1e you told that they 1Yanted the papers dmwn so and 
so, wi.thont a,king yonr opinion as to any part of the ar- 440 

rangc1ncn t 1 
A. I don't know how to answer that question, nnless I 

gr, into a detail of what took place; _'\,r. Vreeland, when I 
got there, told me he w:rnted to con vcy to J\Ir. Brickell the 
property; but J,e 1yantecl it con1·eyed in such a manner 
that J\Ir. Brickell aml his wife, in case of either of them 
dying, the smvivor should have it; and I told him (that is 
n,y recollection) that I did not see any other way of doing 
it bnt by n•aking them both grantees; aud upon that, I 
went on and drew the papers, and that, he said, was as he 
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441 wanted it, or something to that effect-as he wanted the 
property fixed ; then it was talked over, at the same time, 
he wanted it so secured as to have a livelihood or support 
for himself, wife and family; that's the reason why Mrs. 
Vreeland is grnntor in the mortgage ; he mentioned, like-
wise, that there were more to be taken care of than himself 
and wife; that there were a couple of old colored people 
he was liable to maintain. 

Q. Was there anything said about the consideration 
money that should be named in the deed? 

442 A. I asked that; Mr. Vreeland told me to put in 
whatever was put in ; but I do not l'ecollect the sum named; 
I did not understand that there was to be ai1y money paid, 
and I think there was none paid; I drew the papers iu the 
sitting-room occupied b_y the family; it opened into the 
kitchen; my object in putting Mrs. Brickcll's name in the 
deed was to secure the entirety of it to her, in case she 
survived her husband; I recollect Mr. Vreeland said be 
wanted the support and livelihood of himself and wife and 
family, as named in the bond, named so that there would 

443 be no backing out; and I think I said, to do that there 
would have to be a mortgage ; this was said before the 
bond was drawn. 

Q. What did Mr. Brickell say to that? 
A. He appeared to be satisfied ; be did not say anything 

to the contrary. 
Q. ,Vas your opinion asked by any of the parties to 

those papers as to whether or no the arrangement contain-
ed in those papers would be perfectly valid in law, and 
whether, in yonr opinion, that kind of arrangement could 

444 be impeached, or in any way set aside? 
A. I do not recollect that there was anything said about 

that. 
Q. Was your opinion as to the validity and sufficiency 

of that arrangement ever asked by any of the parties to 
that arrangement; and if so, when? 

A. I do not know that it was. 
Q. While you were there at Mr. Brickell's honse for the 

purpose of drawing and acknowledging those conveyances, 
did Mr. Vreeland give any reason, or enter into any kind 
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of an explanation why he conveyed away his property in 445 
the manner he did? 

A. He did ; }Ir. Vreeland told me he was getting old, 
and could not look to things himself any more, and he had 
to do something; he said that he had other friends and re-
lations, but they did not care for him, or look after him; 
that happened in the house-in the room; the parties were 
then present, so far as I know. 

Q. Did he name any of the friends or relations that be 
said did not care for him, or look after him? 

A. I do not recollect that he did. 446 
Q. Did h.e say anything about his having adopted or 

brought up a boy? 
A. I do not think he did at that time; I think he once 

mentioned that to me-on one occasion previous to draw-
ing those papers; I could not say how long previous; it was 
longer than the day previous ; quite a while previous ; I 
was doing a little other business for him when he mention-
ed it; I was then drawing or about drawing a will for him; 
that "·as after his second maniage I drew the will and he 
executed it; I do not know where that will now is; I have 447 
never seen it since; he took it along with him; it runs in 
my mind that I drew another will for him at the time I 
drew the deed ; the first will I drew for him was drawn at 
Mr. Brickell's hou~e; I do not kuow who called on me to 
draw that will ; I don't recollect whether be (Vreeland) 
stopped there, at my house, or sent some one for me; I 
think :Mr. Brichll "·as at home wben I drew the first will, 
at some time while I was there at that time. 

Q. Please state as nearly as you can what disposition was 
made of Mr. Vreeland's property by the first will you drew 448 
for him? 

(Objected to.) 
A. I do not recollect; these things rlo not remain in my 

mind long, and besides they are things we do not generally 
di rnlge; I could not now tell you the disposition of it. 

Q. Can you recollect tlie name of any person to whom 
anything was given by that will drawn by you 1 

A. "\Vell, his wife's name was mentioned in it, of course, 
and Mr. Vanduyne'R name was mentioned in it; but what 
he got, I cannot recollect; my impression is that Mr. Brick-
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449 ell and his wife were mentioned in it, or one of them; I 
can't eay what they got. 

Q. Did that will give Mr. Vanduyne very little or a con-
siderable part of Mr. Vreeland's property 1 

A. I do not think it was much. 
Q. State, if yon can, which of the legatees or devisees 

named in that will recei rnd the greater part of liis estate, 
as the will was drawn. 

A. I hardly know what to sa!•, for I don't recollect; it ap-
pears to me that Mrs. Vreeland had quite some interest in 

450 it; but as to giving any particulars, I cannot do it. I 

Q. Did that will ~irn l\Irs. Vreeland anything more than 
a life estate in )Ir. Vreeland's property 1 • I 

A. I could not ,ay; I haYe no draft or copy of that "·ill. 
Q. You say that on that occasion ~Ir. Vreeland stato,l 

about haYing brought up or adopted a boy; please state 
fully and particularly what he tol,1 you on that subject. 

A. IIe told me, if I recollect right, that ho had had a 
boy living with him; that he brought him up, I thin.k he 
mentioned, and that he did not care about him, and had 

451 done him all the injury he could, a]}(l left him, or some-
thing to that effect; that he did not do right, arnl lteft him ; 
I think he made use of those words, or something in that 
way; I do not think he told me the boy's name; I think he 
must have told me the name, or I would not have known 
the name to pnt in the will. 

Q. \Vere those the reasons assigned by )Ir. Vreeland for 
giying Vanduyne no more by the will? 

A. I took it to be so ; yes. 
Q. Did he, in that conversation, say anything to the pur-

452 port or effect that his intentions preriously had been to 
give Vanduyne more than he was giYing hilll by that will? 

..i. I took it to be so; yes; I llo Jl()t recollect of his say-
ing anything about his iiaving had been christened at the 
church. 

Q. Give us the best idea you can as to the length of time 
which elapsed from the time you drew that first will till 
you drew the deed, boud and mortgage 1 

A. I suppose it must barn been in the neighborhood of 
a yeal· or so; probably more; I have nothing to rely on to 
know; I keep no memorandum of these things. 



I 

. 

\ --

121 

Q. Who "·as present, besides yon and :'.\Ir. Vreeland, 453 
when he told you about having brought np that boy ? 

A. I exped no one but him and me ; I thiuk we were 
alone in the room. 

Q. Do yon know whether Mr. Brickell know that Mr. 
Vreeland executed a will at that time 1 

A. I think ho did ; he was about the house there; and 
there was a witness called in, au<l he muHt have known it; 
I was one of the witnesses to that will; I tl1ink Thomas E. 
Ilerring wa-, the other; I think there were but two; I 
think it was under the new law; I cannot recollect who 454 
was named as executor in that will, but some person in 
this part of the country; it was not John II. V. Vanduyne, 
but some person in the. habit of doing public business in 
this county. 

Q. State, if you please, as fully as yon can, what lispo-
sition was made by 11:r. Vreeland of his prop~rty by the 
will you drew at the time that deed and mortgage was 
drawn. 

A. I do not state positively that a will was drawn at 
that time, but I think so; but I can't tell you as to the dis- 455 
position of the property; if there was a will drawn, I my-
self was one of the witnesses ; the other 1 can't recollect ; 
it runs in my mind that we had a man there by the name 
of Abraham Ackerson, but whether it was tho first time or 
last time I cannot tell; he was there once, I think; if there 
was a will drawn at that time, I do not think John II. V. 
Vantluyne's name was mentioned in it; I was going to re-
mark that I may have been mistaken in reganl to J olm II. 
V. Vanduyne's name being mentioned in tho first will ; I 
have been revolving the thing in my mind, and_it occurs 456 
to me that it may have been a man by the name of lfosh 
I had reference to ; my present imp,·es~ion is that ::lfr.Van-
duyne's name was not mentiono(l in tho first ,rill; that it 
was Bush instead of Vanduyne; I think nothing was given 
to Vanduyne by the first ,rill, and that in this conversation 
abont Vanduyne were stated the reasons for leaving him 
out. 

Q. If you drew a will on the day yon drew tho deeds, 
did Mr. Vreeland have any conversation about Vanduyne 
on that occasion 1 

16 
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457 .A.. I believe not ; I do not recollect anything abont 
Vanduyne; all he said was he had friends, and they did 
not care for him, as I have before stated. 

Q. Was there anything said on the day the deed was 
executed why Mr. Vreeland disposed of hi, property liy 
deed instead of disposing of it by will to Mr. Brickell and 
wife, or was it stated why it "·as desirable to have a deed 
rather than a will? 

.A.. I do not know that there was anything said about it ; 
Vreeland wanted to have it conveyed absolutely. 

Q . .A.t the time you drew that first will, or before draw-
ing it, did l'Jr. Vreeland hand you any will he had pre-
viously made to serve you as a guide, or for information in 

458 drawing the will 1 
.A.. Ue had a number of papers there; he had deeds and 

maps; and my impression is there was an old will, I think 
signed by him; I looked over part of it, as to property or 
so; that is my impression. 

Q. To whom was the greater part of Mr. Vreeland's pro-
perty given by that old will you examined on that occa-
sion 1 

(Objected to.) 
.A.. I do not recollect ; the people being all strange to 

me, it has not struck my mind so as to recollect. 
Q . .A.t the time you were at Mr. Brickell's liouse, draw-

ing the first will tor l'Jr. Vreeland, was there any talk in 
the presence of l\lr. Brickell or Mrs. Brickell, or :Mrs. 
V1·eeland, by anybody about John Henry V. Vanduyne, 

459 or the boy that Mr. Vreeland bad brought up? 
.A.. Nothing said in the presence of those people that I 

know. 
Q. Between the time of your drawing that first will and 

your drawing the deed and mortgage, did you have any 
talk whatever "·ith J\Ir. Brickell or his wife about Mr. 
Vreeland's will, which you drew 1 

A. I had not that I know of. 
Q. Do you remember how long it was from the time you 

drew the deed and mortgage to the time Mr.Brickell moved 
into this county ? 

.A.. I do not recollect; I know it was shortly after he had 
his vendue, and moved in the winter or spring afterwards ; 

1 )- I 
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I think he bad his vendue in December; I think towards 460 
the holidays. 

(Uross-examination, none.) 
GARRE'!' s. DEllAREST. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, } 
Sept. 9th, 1857, 

V. DALRDIPLE, 

Master in Chancery, &c., of New Jersey. 

Elias F. lJfaynard, of Caldwell, in the county of Essex, 
a witness, produced and sworn on the part of said com-
plainant, deposeth and saith: I bave been a practising 
physician ; I withdrew from the practice four years last 
spring; I think perhaps five; I am acquainted with John 
II. Vreeland ; I have practised in his family; perhaps for 
four or five years before I wit11drew; I practised in his 
family before tbe death of his first wife; I practised in his 
family till I withdrew from tl,e practice ; I drew a "·ill for 
nfr. Vreeland, I should say five or six years ago, probably; 
it's only a guess; it was after his second marriage; it was 
before I retired from practice; I can't tell how.long before I 
retired from practice; I should think a year or two though; 
tbat will was signed by Nr. Vreeland before witnesses; I 
was one of the witnesses, and my impression is a man by 
the name of Miller was another; and of the other I have 
no recollection ; and I am not positive that M,·. Miller was 
one, though I think so; I took that will home with me to 
my house, after it was signed, by Mr. Vreeland's request; 
Mr. Vreeland afterwards called on me and got it; I should 
think two or more years afterwards; I can't say whether 
it was before or after Mr. Brickell moved on the place; I 
do not know Il!r. Brickell, nor when Le moved there; I have 
never seen that will since; I delivered it to !Ir. Vreeland, 
and do not know where it is; I have no copy of it, and 
an<I never had. 

Q. Please state what disposition of his property was 
maclo by :Mr. Vreeland by that will. 

(ObjQcted to.) 
A. Ile willed it to his wife and a Mrs. Bush ; a few 

acres of land were given to Mrs. Bush; I do not recollect 
the number; my impression is, it was from six to twelve 

461 
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463 acres; I think it was a projection from a straight line of 
the farm, and which when cnt off would leave the farm 
square; ho g-ave ::IIrs. Vreeland the balance of his property 
after paying the debts; there was no condition or qualifi. 
cation of her estate as it was given her by the will. 

Q. Was there anything given by that will to John Henry 
V. Vanduyne 1 

A. His name was not mentioned in the will. 
Q. "\Vas all his property after paying his debts, except 

the small lot given to .Mrs. Bush, given to his wife by that 
464 will! 

A. All "·ith the exception of the support of the two 
colored people; I think it was provided in the will, that 
his wife should support the colored people; that will was 
drawn and executed at Mr. Vreeland's home; John llenry 
V. Vanduyne lived near Mr. Vreeland's at that time-fifty 
or sixty rods off, I shoul<l think more or l<Jss; it is my im• 
pressiou Le lived there; when attending as a physician at 
)Ir. Vreeland's, I often saw John II. V. Vanduyne about 
J\[r. Vreeland's; I Lave no recollection of seeing Lim there 

465 the day this will was executed; I don't know whether I 
,aw him or not; my impression is that he has called on me 
to attend 1\Ir. Vreeland's family, but I would not state it as 
a fact. 

Q. W onld you regard Mr. Vreeland as a man of strong 
mind, or as a man of weak and changeable mind 1 

(Objected to.) 
A. I do not know as I am a j ndge of men's intellects in 

that respect ; his mind is very changeable in some things. 
Q. 1Y ould he, in your opinion, be an easy or difficult man 

466 to be controlled by one who enjoyed his confidence! 
(Objected to) 
A. I think he would be easy controlled. 

Gross-examination by counsel for defendants: 
I mean to say that if he has full confidence in one acting 

as his phy,ieian, or in any other capacity, he could sway 
him as he pleased, but if he has not full confidence you 
could not move him a peg. 

Q. Do yon think, then, he would be a difficult man for a 
son disposed to do right to a father to please 1 
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.A.. I think he wonld. 467 

Q. Do you think it would be difficult for a son to gain 
his ccmfiden ce 7 

.A.. I should think it wonld be difficult· I think he has a 
mind of his own; I think I had his f,;U confidence for 
many years as his physician ; I gained his confidence I pre-
sume by attending to my duty as his physician; I had it 
at_ all ev~nts; a person might gain his confidence by a 
faithful discharge of' duty to him; a changeable person is a 
hard person to please, and to-day you may have their con-
fidence and to-morrow you may not. 468 

To questions by counsel of complainant: 
Q. You have stated that you thought it would be diffi-

cult for a son to please him or gain his confidence; please 
state your reasons for that opinion . 

.A.. They are these: a man of his age and of a changeable 
mind, it is in my mind a difficult thing to obtain his confi-
dence for any length of time and place. 

To questions by counsel of defendants: 469 
Q. What e,·idence did you ever have that Mr. Vreeland 

is a man of very changeable mind ! 
A. The most of my evidence is hearsay evidence ; I 

know of' two wills he made ; as far as wills are concerned, 
that is all; my opinion is formed from this out-door opinion; 
this out-door opinion rcfened to the different wills for one 
thing; and the otl,cr out-door talk has been iu reference to 
his change of property-that is, his anticipated disposal; I 
have heard that John V an<lnyne was to recei vc a large part 
of his property, and tho next breath I heard it was going 470 
another course, and again it had taken another channel; I 
heard some of this out-door rumor and knew some of it; the 
last I heard of was his bringing l\Ir. Brickell there ; my 
opinion that he is a changeable man is based on these 
things. 

To question by counsel of compbinant: . 
Q. Did Mr. Vreeland's manner and conversation and 

conduct when you saw him while acting as his ~h!sician, 
and otherwise, contribute in any way to your op1mon that 
he was a changeable man~ 

I 
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471 A. I bad very little conversation with Mr. Vreeland, 
except when there professionally; my opinion is based more 
on the wills and out-door rumors than anything I saw my-
self; what I saw of him bad no influence on my opinion as 
to bis being cbangea ble. 

E. F. MAYNARD. 

Sworn and su bscribcd before me, the 9th } 
day of September, A. D. 1857, 

V. DALRIMPLE, 

Master and Examiner in Chancery of New Jersey. 

472 Daniel Crane, of the township of Pequannock, in the 
county of Morris, a witness producecl on the part of said 
complainant, being duly sworn on his oath, dcposcth and 
saith: My wife is a sister to Mr. Vanduyne, the complain-
ant; her name was Catharine Ann Vanduyne; she re-
ceived an equal share of her father's estate in land and 
money, the same as the other children, except Stephen; 
John did not receive any, and Stephen got more than the 
rest. 

Q. What did her share amount to 1 "' ,-
473 (Objected to.) 

A. Betwixt eight hundred and nine hundred dollars-
eight hundred and seventy odd dollars; that was what was 
left clear of all expenses. 

Q. What were the principal expenses which were taken 
out1 

(Objected to.) 
A. It was all settled np, and then what was left was di-

vided equally among all the heirs, except John; he Imel 
nothing to do with it ; the real estate was di vi<lcd by com-

474 missioners appointed by this Court ; the share of land my 
wife got was not worth more, in my judgment, than the 
share of any of the other heirs ; I held my share of the 
land about a year after it ,ms tiet off to me; there was 
nothing peculiar about the sale I made of it ; I asked the 
price, and they gave it to me; there were seven heirs be-
sides John to divide it among; I have worked at John 
II. Vreeland's; the last time was quite some time ago; it 
must be as much as six or seven years ago ; I think it ,ms 
the spring after he got married in the fall or winter; I was 
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doing carpenter work ; I roofed bis house and one side of 4'75 
the barn ; Albert B. Voorhies worked with me ; I think I 
worked there seven days at that time ; I heard Iifr. Vree-
land, while I was working there at that time, speak about 

\ John Henry; I was at work on the scoffold, and Mr. Vree-
I 

1 
lancl came by me ; he says to me that he thought he would 
put a new roof on the house, and then John Henry would I 

not have to do it after him ; that it was all his when he I 
was done with it; those are the words he spoke; he said i 
it woulcl be John llenry's after he was clone with it; John 
Iknry was tending us carrying up shingles at that time ; 4'76 
he lived a few rocls from Mr. Yreclancl's; Mr. Vreeland's ' 

:firot wife "·as an aunt to my wife. 
Q. State ,,hat brothers and sisters the first Mrs. V1·eeland 

had. 
.A. Martin J. Young, David Yonng, Peter Young, llan- I 

nab Y om1g and Charity Young; Charity Young married 
John J. Y anhouten, and llannah Young was my mother-in-
law; there are others who are dead and gone; those I have 
named I have seen; Peter Young is dead ; he left children ; , ,- Martin is dead also, leaving children ; I have lenrnecl from 477 
tho family that there was a brother by the name of John 
Young; he has children living ; he has not been heard of 
in a great ,d1ilc. (Being shown deed from David Y onng 

and others to John II. V. Vanduyne, dated 22d March, 
1851, ,vhich I have mm·ked Exhibit .A 5 on part of com-
plainnnt): I nm acquainted with the two lots of land, the 
description of which is now read to me from that deed; 
John H. Vreeland's first wife formerly owned those two 
lots ; J olm Henry Vanduyne has been in possession of it 

since her death. 4'78 
Q. Do you know, or dicl you ever hear of John Henry 

V. Y and uyne getting a deed for those two lots of land from 
any of the heir~ of Rachel Vreeland, except those who 

I 
have signed this deed 1 

A. He did not get a deed from any but those three; 
1.Iartin J. Y onug would not sign it, and Peter Y onng was 
dead, and John Young was gone away. I 

Witness bein"' cross-exarnined by counsel of defendants, 
l ,., 

fmthor saith : I would not be willing to give over three I 

' 
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479 hundred dollars for the two lots described in that deed ; I 
lived within four or five miles of Mr. Vreelan<l', wheu John -~ 
Ii ved there ; I have never lived any nearer than that to 
him ; it is fourteen years ago the eighteenth of February 
last since I was married ; when John Ii ved in the house 
near Mr. Vreeland's he had a family of himself, wife and 

three children; I could not tell where be got his living 
from while he lived there; I know the size of the lot ho 
lived on; I do not think he could raise his living altoge-
ther on that lot; I shoul<l think he could raise halt of it; I 

II 480 have been to his house when he was ,ick ; I guess he was 

sick about two weeks at the time I was there to see him; 
he bas been complaining a good tleal, off anti on, but never 

to be confined but these two weeks. 
his 

DANIEL + CRANE. 

mark. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, } 
the 9th September, A. D. 1S57, 

V ANCLEYE DALRDIPLE, 

481 Master and Examiner in Chancery of New Jersey. -'\ 
.I 
'j 

Jacob Vanatta, Esq., of Morristown, New Jers<iy, a wit- ( 

ness produced and sworn on the part of said complainant, 

deposeth and saith : At the time I was drawing the bill in 
this cause, as well as previous to that time, I examined the 
record of deeds and mortgages in this county, and found 
there the record of the c,eetl from Mr. Vreeland and wife 
to Mr. Brickell and wife which is referred to in the bill and 

482 
answer in this cause, but did not find any record of the 
mortgage which has been offered here to-day, and did not 
discover tho record of that mortgage until after tho cause • . I 
had been argued on demurrer before the chancellor, and I 
think it was April or May la,t, as near as I can recollect, 
before I discovernd or knew of the existence of this mart-
gage, and in fact I had not heard of the existence of it un-
til I discovered it on the record, but had verbal information ' 

from complainant, at the ti me I drew the bill, that there 
was something in the nature of a life lease ; this mortgage 
the clerk seems not to have indexed in the book at the 
time he recorded it; it is now interlined in the index to 

L 



I 

f 

I 

II 

12() 

the ,~h~mc in which it is recorded, and at the time I was 
cxamrnmg the l·ccords that was the current book nnd as I 
?nl:l'. looked in the index of the book, I did n;t discover 
it; it nppenrs to have been put in the index of the book 
nfter the book wns completed. 

Sworn nnd subscribed before me the } 
Vth day of September, A. D. 1'857, 

JACOB V ANATIA. 

VANCLEVE DALRThIPLE, 

Master in Chancery of New Jersey. 

(A trne copy.) 
w. M. BABBITI, 

Clerk. 

DeCendants' Evidence. 

EXAMINATION OF 'IVn·xESSES tnken on the first day 
of October, in the year eighteen hundred and 
Jifty-seven, in a cause depending in the Court 
of Chancery, of the State of New Jersey, 
"·herein John II. V. Vanduyne is complain-
ant, and John IL Vreeland and others are 
clefcudants, before Vancleve Dalrimple, one 
of the Masters and Examiners in Chancery of 
N cw J crsey, at his office, in Morristown, in 
the County of :Morris, in the presence of the 
parties and· their counsel. 

483 

484 

('omdius Low, of the township of Caldwell, in the 485 
county of Essex, n witness produced and sworn on the part 
of said defon,lants, saith : I reside in the township of Cald-
well, Essex connty; I nm sixty-seven years old, and am a 
farmer; I know John II. Vreeland ; I know his farm; I 
1 s('d to know it well; I have not been on it of late yearil; 
the old gentleman offered to sell it to me ; it was six years 
a!.(o last spring, tor six thousand dollars; I thought it_ was 
enough for it ; I went back to buy the farm ; I tol_d hnn at 
that time if I could sell my farm I would buy 1t; three 
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486 yeare ago this fall I sold mine, and sometime in the winter 
I \\'Ont to buy Mr. Vreeland's; I did not buy it, because he 
tolcl me he had learnd it out or sold it; I cannot tell which; 
he <lid not say to whom he had leased or sold it; there was 
110 one living there besides him at the time. 

Q. What reason, if any, did hlr. Vreeland give for sell-
ing his farm, when he offered to sell to you? 

(Objected to.) 
A. II e said that he was getting old and he did not want 

the care on his mind. 
4~7 Q. Was anything said hy him there about John Ilenry's 

not relieving him from the care of the farm, or he thought 
he ought to, and, if so, state what was said? 

(Objected to,) 
A. There ,ms something said which has slipped my 

mind, so that I cannot tell exactly what it was. 
Q. According to your recollection, was what he said by 

"·ay of complaint of John Ilcnry? 
(Ohjected to.) 
A. I think he said he did not do as he ought to do. 

,188 (j. Did he state in what respect he did not do as he 
Oll!!;ht to do? 

(Objected to.) 
A. Well, he did not attend to his business, if I remem-

Le1· right; that is "·hat he said. 

Cross-examination by counsel of complainant. 

I suppose I reside six miles from Mr. Vreeland's; I have 
live<] where I no\\' do upwards of thirty years; I have not 

489 Leen on Mr. Vreeland's farm or examined it within that 
thirty years; I used to be acquainted with it; before that 
I had been on it; I fix the time when :Mr. Vreeland offered 
to sell me the farm by different circumstances, which hap-
pened at th,1t time; the time J\fr. Vreeland offered his farm 
to me I told him I could not buy at tho present time, and I 
told him perhaps my son would buy it; he lived in New-
ark; my ;nn came up shortly after that and I spoke to him 
al,out it ; he said he did not want it at that present time; 
that time that he came up I was planting corn in a certain 
lot; furthermore, there was one of my neighbors died in 

1 
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the fall, as this occurred in the spring ; that neighbor's 490 
name was Christopher Loupeuer; he died there in our 
neighborhood; these arc the circumshmcc9 from which I 
recollect the time; Mr. Vreelaud's offer to sell me the farm 
was made at my place; there was no one with him at that 
time; he came to my house alone; then I nenr went to 
his house to see about buyiug his farm till three years ago 
this fa]) ; when he called on me about baying the farm I 
did not want to buy at all; it must have been in planting 
corn time, in May sometime, when he called at my place 
and offered to sell me the place ; my son was up to my 
house in a few days after }fr. Vreeland was there ; John 491 
Hemy Vanduyne was not present at my house when this 
conversation took plaoe at my house with Mr. Vreeland; 
I do not know where John Ilenry was living and working 
at that time. 

Q. Did Mr. Vreeland say in that conversation what 
business John Ilenry had neglected to attend to? 

A. I don't remember as he did. 

To questions by counsel of defendants: 
I do not know what Mr. Vreeland's business was there 

that day ; he bad none as I heard of, except to sell his 
farm; I remember he was on his wagon with a load going 
to mill. 

To question by counsel of complainant: 
Q. When Mr. Vreeland offered to sell yon the place at 

six thousand dollars, was his woodland, which is some 
seven or eight miles from his farm, at or near the \Vahow, 
to go with the farm for the six thousand dollars? 

A. It was to include that. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, the} 
1st day of October, A. D. 1857, 

V. D.,LRThlPLE, 

CoRNELrus Low. 

Master in Chancery, &c., of New Jersey. 

492 
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493 Stephen Vanduyne, of the township of Pequannock, in 
the county of :Morris, a witness, produced and sworn on the 
part of said defendants, dcposeth ancl saith : I am a brother 
of complainant; I recollect his living with John II. Vree-
land. 

Q. Shortly after John Ilenry was married did he express 
to yon, or in your hearing, any dissatisfaction with the "·ay 
in which he was there, and what did he say ? 

(Objected to.) 
A. -well, he expressed some dissatisfaction shortly after 

494 he was married, or about that time; he was dissatisfied in 
the way he was working there, and he gave the reason 
that the,.e were persons making difficulty between him and 
:Mr. Vreeland, and":Mr. Cornelius Bush was putting Mr. 
Vreeland up against him. 

Q. Did he say anything about being compensated for his 
work, and, if so, what 1 

A. I do not recollect of him saying much about being 
compensated, except in this way, that there was talk that 
:M1·. Vreeland could not give him the property because it 

495 was entailed, so he had been told, and he did not think he 
could work so any longer, as :Mr. Bush would be the heir 
to it, or his wife rather, and rather than to be troubled 
about it he would leave it and not work so any longer. 

Q. Did he have the farm on shares at any time shortly 
after he was manied? 

A. I understood sv from him and :Mr. Vreeland both 
that he had it on shares. 

Q. Did he make any complaint or express any dissatis-
faction in your hearing, at or about that time, and, if rn, 

496 state what he said? 
A. I do not recollect as he did, at the time of the farm 

being on shares, but before he was married sometime he 
talked to me about leaving, and thought he bad better 
learn a trade; I did not bear of any particular difficulty at 
that time. 

Q. Did you hear him complain at any time about his 
being compelled to work too hard, whe_n he had the farm 
on shares, or about his being unable to make a li viog ! 

(Objected to.) 
A. I heard him say he had to work hard to make a !iv-

' 
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ing, and had nothing left when the year came round; I 49'7 
know the lot on which he lived, adjoining Mr. Vreeland's, 
and have seen it often ; I should not think a person could 
make a living off that lot, not in ordinary farming. 

Q. What proportion of his living do you think could be 
made off that lot by ordinary culture? 

(Objected to.) 
A. ·wen, I should think not more than one-half. 
Q. Did you ever hear him say where he got that lot? 
(Objected to.) 
A. I heard him say he got it or that it was bought for 498 

him by John Il. Vreeland; I think it cost seven hundred 
and fifty dollars. 

Q. Was John a constable, and if so, for how many years? 
.A. He was constable for one year; whether he was for 

any more or not I do not 1·ccollect. 
Q. What proportion of his time did his business as con-

stable occupy? 
.A. I cannot say for certainty, but should think the con-

stable business wonld employ a man all the time if it was 
attended to ; he was at this business riding about a good 499 
deal. 

Q. While he lived near Mr. Vreeland's, do yon know of 
his being engaged at carting for himself? 

.A. I think he was; it is something that I do not recol-
lect how much; I saw him carting wood and timber; I 
saw him carting hickory wood from the mountain, and 
timber from the mountain and lowland to the saw-mill; I 
know of his carting cider for Clair ; he carted considerable 
loads when I saw him on the roads; I think he used his 
own team; sometimes one horse, whether I ever saw him 500 
with two I do not recollect ; that was a horse he al ways 
had for some eighteen years, I should think ; it was a horse 
that Mr. Vreeland raised; I heard J olm say he was his. 

Q. ·what other movable prol'erty had John? 
A. Ile had a one-horse wagon, or carriage rather, a sad-

dle and bridle I believe; I don't know that he had a sleigh 
which belonged to him or not; he had a sleigh, but I don't 
know as it belonged to him ; I cannot say as for cattle ; he 
had a harness. 

Q. Where did he get these articles ? 
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501 (Objected to.) 
A. The wagon and saddle were bought while he was at 

Mr. Vreeland's some two or three years before he was mar-
ried ; and as for the others I do not recollect anything more 
about them ; the horse he took away with him, and I think 
the saddle and bridle; it seems to me the carriage was 
worn out and disposed of before that; I think it was traded 
in part for another by John Ilenry; I know Cornelius Bush, 
and have known him I should juJge in the neighborhood 
of twenty years, not less than that; he lived at one time a 
neighbor to my father for some year or two; I was living 
home at that time; I live about three miles fr.im him now, 

502 I should think. 
Q. Do you know his general character in that neighbor• 

hood for truth and veracity? 
A. I do not in that neighborhood where he lives particu-

larly; I suppose he has lived there about eighteen years; 
come to think, not so long-perhaps two or three year; 
less than that. 

Q. Did you ever hear your brother speak of his cha-
racter for truth and veracity? 

(Objected to.) 
A. I have heard him say that he would tell things that 

were not so ; that is quite a thickly-settled neighborhood 
where .Bush lives. 

Q. State all that John said of Bush as to his speaking 
503 the truth. 

(Objected to.) 
A. The principal part that I know is John saying that 

he made trouble between him and Mr. Vreeland, and tel· 
ling things that were not so. 

Q. Were he and John at variance while John lived with 
Mr. Vreeland? 

A. Not particularly, except the disturbance John ac• 
cused him of making with Mr. Vreeland. 

Witness being oross-ewamined, by counsel of complain· 
ant further saith : My fathei· Ii ved about four miles from 
Mr. Vreeland's, so called; I left home at twenty-two yeara 
of age, to go and work for myself; I then went to work al 
different places wherever I cuold get work, and on my own 
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little farm ; I had a piece of land; I have lived within 504 
three miles of Mr. Vreeland, I think, for fifteen years, ex-
cept for two years while I was away in Pennsylvania; it 
was between 1840 and 1843 when John Henry had Mr. 
Vreeland's farm on shares, I think, bnt I would not be posi-
tive as to the time ; I do not know that he had it on shares 
more than one season; I am not snre of more than one; I 
can only say what I learned; but whether he worked it 
the whole season or only a part I do not know, it is so 
long since; it was while Mr. Vreeland's first wife was liv-
ing; I am sure Mr. Vreeland's first wife was living; I am 505 
sure of that because my father was living at the time; it 
was after Joh n's marriage ; I do not think John was mar-
ried quite two years before my father died; it was not 
more than two years; my father died in the fall of the year, 
but it's more than I can tell you in what year at present; I 
think it was in the winter or spring of 1841, when John 
was married ; I think it was the first year he was married 
that John took this farm of Mr. Vreeland; he took it so that 
he planted corn in the time he had it; I think I was work-
ing at my father's at the time ; John talked to me about 506 
ha Ying it on shares the season be was working it ; I cannot 
tell yon how old John was when he talked to me abont 
learning a trade, but it was about two years before he \\ as 
married; I do not know anything about how many bush-
els per year J olm raised off his own lot; I lived at the same 
place I now do ,d1en John was constable ; I cannot tell 
how much of the time John was engaged as constable, ex-
cept I Haw him on the road a good clea!, and saw him on 
the way and spoke to him away from home and in our 
neic.hhorhood · I would sec him many times in a mouth, 507 
while he was :onstable, and sometimes I would not see him 
at all ; sometimes I was at work where I had a chance to 
sec liim often, and sometimes not; I lmve h'llOWn John to 
cart for himself, doing his own work; and then I have 
known him to cart for part of the proceeds, Mr. Vreeland 
having the other part; so John has told me a number of 
times; thi., horse that I have seen John have I have seen 
worked on }Ir. Vreeland's farm while John lived there; I 
have seen them hauling wood with him; but whether I 
ever saw him do any farming work I can't say, but sup-
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508 pose I have; I don't know that I ever saw Mr. Vreeland 
usingthe carriage which John had; I do not know of my 
own knowledge who bought the saddle and bridle; I should 
judge Mr. Bush lives about three miles from me now; 
when I heard John say that Mr. Bush did not tell the 
truth, it was always in connection with his making disturb-
ance between him and Mr. Vreeland principally; John 
told me this before and after he was married, and at differ-
ent times. 

To questions by counsel of defendants: I do not know 
509 that I have heard John say anything of this in the space of 

six or seven years; it was before the first Mrs. Vreeland's 
death that I heard of it first; I think it was some year or 
two before her death that he told me this last. 

Questions by counsel of complainant : 

Q. State as near as you can the yeal' in which Mr. Vree-
land's second marriage took place ? 

A. It's something that I could not do ; I should think 
that it is as much as six or seven years ago. 

STEPHEN V ANDUYllE. 

Sworn and subscribed b.efore me, the l 
1st day of October, A. D. 1857, 

V. DALRIMPLE, 

Master, &c., in Chancery of New Jersey. 

510 Jolin S. Vanlwuten, of the township of Pequannock, in 
the said county of Morris, a witness produced and s1rom 
on behalf of said defeniiants, deposeth anil saith: I live on 
what they call the Hopper place now; about four miles from 
John R. Vreeland; I know John II. V. Vanduyne, an! 
have known him since he was a little boy; I knew him 
while he lived with Mr. Vreeland. 

Q. Did you ever hear John, while living with Mr. Yree-
lancl, express any dissatisfaction with the way in which he 
was living there, and if so, state what complaints he made! 

(Objected to.) 
A. Well, he did not have much to say about dissatisfae 
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tion while he lived with Mr. Vreeland in the house; well, 511 
he seemed to be dissatisfied after he left Mr. Vreeland's 
house, and moved in a house close by; he said he di,! not 
get enough for the work that he did. 

Q. Did you have any conversation with him in the fall 
before he moved away from near Mr. Vreeland's? ' 

A. Ile seemed to be dissatisfied ; he said he was going to 
try and get pay for his work ; that was in the fall before he 
moved to my honse in the sp1-ing; he moved to my house 
when he left Mr. Vreeland's; I know Cornelius Bush. 

Q. What is his character for trnth in that nei.,hbor-hood? 0 

(Objected to.) 
A. Sometimes he will tell a pretty good story; his cha- 512 

racter is not very good for truth. 
Q. Do you think he would be believed there when swear-

ing in a matter in which he had any interest or feeling 1 
(Objected to.) 
A. I suppose he might be, and he might not. 

Witness, being cross-examined by counsel of complainant, 
further saith : 

Q. You say that you had a conversation with John not 
long before he moved from Mr. Vreeland's place to your 
place. I wish you to state how long before J olm actually 
moved. 

A. It was in the fall, as he moved in the ~pring; it was 
in September or October; I do not know which; I fix the 513 
time as in September or October, because it was pretty 
late in the fall. 

Q. Was it wh&n John was asking you whether he could 
move his things to your place or not 1 

A. It was; John was fixing to build a house near my 
house at that time ; the conversation occurred in my house; 
I guess ·ward Edwards was present at the same time; we 
were rather telling him that he had better let it alone, and 
he said he did not know about that; I can't tell how the 
conversation began ; we got to talking about one thing and 
another and he 8aid he had not had anything of Mr. V1·ee-
land a~d I said I would hate to give a good dollar for a ' poor one. 

18 
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Q. Did he say at that time that Mr. Vreeland did not in-
tend to give him the property? 

.A. No, sir, he did not say anything about that. 
Q. Did John, at that time, say that he could not make 

both ends meet, or keep both ends up, by working for Mr. 
Vreeland for nothing, or anything like that? 

.A.. No, sir, he did not say anything like that to me at 
that time, or any other. 

Q. When did you first tell 2.fr. Vreeland what John said 
to you at your house at that time? 

.A.. I have never told him at all; I was a brother-in-law 
of Mr. Vreeland by his first marriage-we married sister;. 

J OIIN J. V ASHOcTL.'!, 

Sworn and subscribed before me, the } 
1st day of October, .A.. D. 185 7, 

V. DALRDIPLE, 
Master in Chancery, &c., of New Jersey. 

Examination here adjourned to to-mo1Tow morning at 
10 .A.. M., at same place. 

FRIDAY MoRNING, Oct. 2d, 1S57. 

The parties and their counsel met, pursuant to adjourn-
ment, whereupon the defendants called-

Elijah Vanduyne, of the township of Pequannock, in 
the said county of .Morris, as a witness on his behalt; who, 
being duly sworn, on his oath deposeth anu saith: I am 
a brother of John Ilenry Vanduyne; I lived with him at 

516 one time; it is ten years ago since 1 first went to live with 
him; I was there a year and a half at that time. 

Q. Before you went to live with him, or while you were 
living there, did you ever her.r John say how he was work-
ing there 1 

tObjected to.) 
.A.. I heard him say he had worked on some part of the 

land for one-third of what he raised; it was while I Will 

living there ; he did not say what part of the land he had 
worked on shares ; I worked for John part of the time 
while I lived with him that year and a half on his place; I 
mean on the lot adjoining his house. 
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Q. Did you hear the old man while yon lived there 517 
at that time complain of the way in which the work got along? 

( 0 bj ected to.) 
A. Ho did complain some. 
Q. To whom and of whom did he complain 7 
(Objected to.) 
A. I heard him complain that John Ilenry did not do 

as much as he might ; I don't know as he made this 
complaint to any particular one; I heard it. 

Q. "\Vas there any difference in the manner in which 
John worked at the time yon lived there; and the way 
he worked previously, so far as yon know ; I mean as to 5 I 8 
his industry anJ attention to business! 

(Ohjectod to.) 
A. Ile did not do as much while I lived with him as he did before. 
Q. Diel yon ever hear John complain of Cornelius 

Bush making trouble between him and the old man ! 
(Objected to.) 
A. I believe I have; he thought Bush sometimes t,·ied 

to make disturbance between him and the old mau. 
Q. '\Vere John and Bush at that time on intimate 

terms, or not 1 
(Objected to.) 
A. They appeared to he. 
Q. To whom did John make the complaint aboutBush 519 

you ha,e spoken of? 
( Ol,j ccted to.) 
A. It was done in his family. 
Q. During the time you lived the'i·e, did you hear the 

old gentleman sper,k of selling his farm 1 . 
A. I did not ; after I lived there the year and a halt 

1 was a,vay one year, and then I went back and was 
there a year and a half again ; the_ second yea:· and a 
half I was there, I was engaged with a threslnng ma-
chine for my~clf; I was then away again six months; I 
then went back again, and stayed, I could not tell how 
lo1w in particular. 

(). During any part of the time you lived there, was 
John a leading man on Mr. Vreeland's farm! 

I 

I 
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520 A. IIc was for about two or three months; that was 
seven yenrs ago ; be took the old man's farm on shares 
that ~pring. 

Q. What was he engaged in during the time you lived 
there 1 

A. He worked for the old mau some ; he was constable 
one year, I am certain; and he had some land on shares at 
different places ; and he was in New York driving cart a 
spell; I could not say in particular whether that was the 
first, second or third time I lived there. 

Witness being cross-examined by counsel of complainant, '• ' 
fnrther saith: 

521 Question. By saying that you lived with John, do you 
mean anything more than that you boarded at his house 
Sundays, and when yon were not at ,rnrk away ? 

A. That's what I mean. 
Q. While you were boarding at John's, did you ever 

know Mr. Vreeland to come and ask John to come and 
work for him or on his place 1 

A. I did; I have known the hired man of Mr. Vreeland, 
and Jack, his colored man, to come there and leave word 
for ,John to come m.1d work for Jifr. Vreeland; John would 
generally go ; I have known John to leave his own work 
on his own lot undone, and go to work at Mr. Vreeland's, 
"·hen he ,ms wanted there. 

Q. At some such time as that, did you not say to John 
that if yon were in his place yon would not leave your own 

522 work to work for Mr. Vreeland, or anything like that? 
( 0 bj ected to.) 
A. I did. 
Q. At such times have you not made the remark to John 

that he was a great fool for leaving his own work to work 
for Mr. Vreeland and get nothing for it, or words to that 
effect 1 

(Objected to.) 
A. I did not know, at the time, whether he got anything 

for it or not, for certain; I made such a remark to John ; I 
believe I have heard Mr. Vreeland make complaint a little 
ahoL1t other hands, who worked for him, besides John. 

Q. Do yon know why John did not keep the farm on 
shares longer than two or three months ! 
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.A.. John got unable to work, and the old man got hands 523 
and done the work himself; J obn got sick. 

Q. About the time John got sick, did yon not hear the 
old gentleman say that he would take the farm himself and 
go on with the work 1 ' 

.A.. I don't know that I heard him say that be would · he 
did do so; John was quite sick aud had a physicia~ · I 
think it was in harvest that he was taken sick. ' 

Q. After Mr. Vreeland's second marriage, did you not 
know instances when Mr. Vreeland had gone away on a 
visit of John or his wife, or both of them, going to Mr. 524 
Vreeland's to do the milking 1 

.A. I did; I believe Mr. Vreeland requested them to at-
tend to that before going away ; it was in fall and winter 
along that John was carting in New York. 

Q. Was it after the farmers' fall work was done 1 
.A. Ile commenced about the time it was nearly through 

with, I think; he continued at that bnsiness, driving cart 
in ew Yark, between two and three months, I think; he 
was never engaged in it more than that one period. 

Q. You say that you have heard the old man complain 525 
that John diJ not do as much as he might, at other times ; 
did you not bear the old gentleman say that John was a 
good boy, or a smart boy, or something to that effect 1 

A. I think I have heard him say that be had been 

smart. 
Q. Did you ever hear the old gentleman complain to 

John, or in his hearing, about Cornelius Bush 1 
(Objected to.) 
.A. I believe I have. 
Q. When John told you that he had worked some part 526 

of Mr. Vreeland's land for a third, did he not say that Mr. 
Vreeland had told him that if he would put the manure 
which John had on his own lot on this lot of Mr. Vreeland's, 
and put grain iu the lot where ho put the manure, that be 
would give him one-third of what be raised on the lot? 

A. I could not say in particular as for that. 
Q. Di<l you not help John cart the manure from John's 

barn yard tho same year in which you bought your thresh-
ing machi~e, on to one of Mr. Vreeland's lots 1 

I 
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527 A. This is another concern, rather; I did help him cart 
manure from his barn on to Mr. V rccland's lot. 

Q. Was not tbe lot on which you carted that manure the 
lot that J oho had on shares for a third 1 

A. That's so; there were four acres, perhaps more, in the 
lot. 

ELIJA.II V AND UY NE 
Sworn and subscribed before} 

me, Oct. 2d, 1857, 
V. DALRIMPU:, 

Master, &c., in New Jersey. 

Hem·y Speer, of the township of Pequannock, in the 
county of Morris, a witness produced and sworn on the part 
of said defendants, deposeth and saith: I live in Pine 
Brook; maybe it is a half mile more or less from John II. 
Vreeland; I follow weaving; I work out occasionally on a 

528 farm; I suppose I have lived at Pine Brook about fifteen 
or sixteen years; during the time I have lived there I have 
worked for John II. Vreeland some; Mr. Vreeland was 
generally about, and gave orders and seen that the work 
was done ; we went by bis orders; be had different men ; 
he generally kept a man hi reel by the year ; the colored 
man was generally around seeing to things, and spreading 
hay in haying time; I did not work much for him before 
his first wife died; it bas been principally since his second 
marriage. 

Q. During the time you have worked there, has John 
been steadily employed on the farm 1 

529 .A. No, sir; I think not while I was there. 
Q. Do you know of John's working any part of the land 

on shares 1 
A. I have seen him to work on this piece of ground 

which the last witness spoke of; I don't think I ever heard 
John say anything about how he worked it; I think it 
would take him most of his time to cultivate that and his 
own lot, if it was cultivated properly. 

Q. While you have lived at Pine Brook, have yol! ever 
heard Mr. Vreeland speak of selling his farm? (Objected 
to.) If so, state when, as near as you can, what reason he 
gave for selling, and bis price 1 
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533 James II. Young, of the township of Pequannock, in 
the county of Morris, a witness produced and sworn on the 
part of defendants, deposeth and saith : I live about a 
quarter of a mile from Mr. Vreeland's. 

Q. Did you ever hear the old gentleman talk of selling 
his farm, and if so, state when, the price he asked, and the 
reason he gave for selling! 

(Objected to.) 
A. I heard him offer to sell his farm; I don't know as I 

could tell exactly when it was; I think it was sinco ho has 
534 been married to the second women ; I don't recollect of 

ever hearing him say the price he wanted; the reason he 
gave was because he could not get any one to take care of 
it as it ought to be; and he was getting too old he said to 
take care ofit himself; John IIcnrywas living on his little 
place, next to Mr. Vreeland at that time ; I can't tell how 
long it was before John moved away. 

Q. Was John employed steadily on the old man's farm? A. No, sir. 
Q. So far as you could judge, living close by, how did he 535 work-occasionally or steadily? 
A. I should call it occasionally. 
Q. Do you know of his working any part of Mr. Vree-land's farm on shares, and if so, what part? 
A. I heard John say that he was farming on shares when 

he was taken sick; I think he told me that he was to have 
the use of the lot; he put the manure on for keeping up 
the fence betwixt that lot and the meadow lot; I don't re-
collect, as he said for how long he was to have the use of 
the lot ; I don't recollect whether it was one or two years 536 he cultivated that lot. 

Q. How much of his time would it take to cultivate that lot and the lot by his house properly ? 
(Objected to.) 
A. I should think it would take pretty much all his time. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, } 
the 2d day of October, 1857, 

JAMES H. YOUNG. 

V. D.ALRIMI'LE, 
Master, &c., in Chancery of New Jersey. 
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William De Hart, of the township of Hanover, in the 537 county of Morris, a witness produced and sworn on the part of said defendants, deposeth and saith: In the spring of 1840, I moved close by Mr. Vreeland's, and lived there one year then ; then I moved over into IIanover township, the best part of half a mile away from there; and have not lived over three-quarters of a mile away from him since 1840; if I live to see the 28th day of January next, I will be sixty years old. 
Q. While you lived close by llfr. Vreeland, how did John work on the farm-I mean steadily or only occasionally 1 538 A. When he worked on the farm it was occasionlly; he lived on his own place at that time; he cultivated his own lot ; he bad a lot down below which he had of llfr. Vree-land, which has been spoken of here before. 

Q. How much of his time would it take to cultivate that and the lot by his house 1 
A. I do not know how much of Mr. Vreeland's land he had; if he had all below tho lane, it would take all his time, together with his own lot; but I do not know how much ho had of it ; I do not know how long he kept that lot ; 539 Vanduyne complained to me one day, and said the old man wanted him to go to the mountain and make fencing stuff and haul it and use it on this lot, and he said or signified it would not pay; he said he did not want to keep up the fences and fetch the stuff from where the old man wanted it brought for the lot; I heard John say one day he was working some of Vreeland's laud on shares, and I asked him what share he got, and he <lid not tell me; it was a part of the homestead farm there. 

Q. Do you know of John being engaged in other work 540 for himself, and if so, state what? 
(Objected to.) . A. Ile was like everybody else I suppose, dorng all he could to make a Jiving ; he was not in any particulr busi-ness; he was constable a while; I think it was two years, but am not certain whether it was one or t1rn years ; I un-derstood him to say he was carting a short time in New York. 
Q. Did you hear Mr. Vreeland speak of selling his farm, 

19 
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541 and if so, what price did he ask, and what reason did he 
gi rn for selling ? 

(Oujected to.) 
A. I have heard him speak of selling it; in the forepart 

of the season of U,±9, he asked six thousand dollars for it, 
and I have heard him speak of selling it since; he said he 
was not able to manage it himself, he was getting too old, J 
and he had not any one that he could depend on, that's the ,rnrds he said. 

(J. Did he speak of John Henry in connection with the 54~ farm 1 
A. I don't know as he mentioned his name. 
(J. i::lince Mr. Brickell has come there, has he made any 

im111·,n-ement in the place by building or otherwise? 
(Objected to.) 
A. I should think he had considerable ; he has built a 

very good house on it for one thing; I have not been on 
tl ,e land to kuow w hethcr or not it is in a better state of 
cultirntiou than it was; I should thiuk such a house, to 
speak within b, unds, would cost fifteen hundred dollars; 

543 perhaps more; I heard him speak of selling his farm both 
before and after his second marriage. 

Q. b·om your observation, what proportion of the time 
from 1840 to 1854, when John left, was ho engaged on the 
farm of 11Ir. Vreeland, other than the farm he worked on 
shares? 

A. Ile might have been at work on the f rm unbeknown 
to mo; shortly after I went there, in the spring of 1840, 
J\fr. Y reelan<l was taken sick, and then Vanduyne was 
there, and waited on him till he got better; and I do not 

544 think he worked on the farm but special little after that sea- 1 sou; he was in ill health like, and was constable; in 1850, 
I did not live there; in 1852 or '53, I went back again 
where I had lived before, and then George Pharo had the 
farm, and Vreeland had nothing to do with it; a man by 
tho name ot Prior had it one year; he had it after Pharo; 
after Mr. l'rior's time was out, I guess Mr. Brickell came. 

(i. Do you know who did the milking for Mr. Vreeland 
after his second marriage, when he and his wife were 
away! 

A. :::iry boy done it part of the time ; I do not remember 
seeing any one else milk there, but they might. 
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Witness being cross-examined by counsel of complain- 5{5 

ant, further saith: I think 1iir. Vreeland's farm is worth 

six thousand dollars ; the farm, without the house, I should 

think was worth no more than six thousand dollars at a 

fair price ; in that, I do not include Mr. Vreeland's la;1d at 

the W ahow ; I do not know what that is worth nor the 

quantity; I do not know whether Mr. Vreeland's' price of 

six thousand dollars included this land at the W ahow oi: 11ot 

Q. IIavo you examined the house built by Mr. Brickeli 

on the Vreeland farm, and made au estimate of its cost by 

actual examination of the building 1 546 

.A. No; all I judge from is, from the aµpearance of the 

building, and I have been in some parts of it; I think Mr. 

Prior had Mr. Vreeland's farm the season before Mr. Brick-

ell moved on to it in the fall or winter; but I 1pight be mis-

taken about that; and Mr. Pharo worked it on shares the 

season before Prior worked ; I have known Mr. Vreeland 

for twenty-five or thirty years before 18{0, but I did not 

live in that neighborhood; I had no acquaintance with 

John Henry before 18{9, when I mo,·ed there. · 

Q. During the iive years which elapsed from the spring 547 
of 1849 to the spring of 185!, are you able to tell us, with 

any degree of certainty, as to how much of the working 

time of that five years John llenry spent in the service of 

Mr. Vreeland 1 
.A. No, sir, I can't tell; I lived right across the way from 

Jiir. Vreeland's when my boy did the milking; my boy did 

milking the first season I Jived there-the same fall and 

winter after Mr. Vreeland was married the second time; 

he never milked any for him till after he was married "the 

second time. 548 

To questions by counsel of defendants: 

Mr. Vreeland was sick twice in one season; I do not 

know how far the two fits of sickness were apart, but I 

should not think over two months; he has had fits of sick-

ness since then. WILLIAM DE HART. 

Sworn and subscribed before m~, the} 
2d day of October, A. D. 1807, 

V. DALRIMPLE, 

Master, &c., in Chancery of New Jersey. 
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5i9 Oaleb W. Edwards, of the township of Hanover, in the 
said couuty of Morris, a witness produced and sworn on 
the part of said complainant, deposeth and saith: The most 
of people call me Ward Edwards, leaving off the Caleb; I 
am somewhat acquainted with John J. Van IIouten; I re-
member that John II. V. Vanduyne was building a house 
near Mr. Van IIouten's; I was at Mr. Van Houtcn's house 
with John Henry the fall he was preparing to build ; I 
could not say whether I was there more tl,an once with 
JIIr. Vanduyne that fall or not ; I mean before he built the 550 house. 

Q. Did you ever hear John Henry say, in Mr. Van 
Ilouten's presence, that he was going to try and get pay 
for his work which he had done for Mr. Vreeland, or any-
thing like it 1 

A. I did not, to the best of my recollection. 
Q. Or did you ever hear JIIr. John J. Van Houten say 

to John Ilenry that he, Mr. Van Houten, would hate to 
g,ive a good dollar for a poor one, or anything like that 1 

A. I do not recollect ever hearing him say so. 
551 Q. Did you ever hear any conversation beiwcen John 

Henry and John J. Van ilouton about John II. Vreeland/ 
A. I don't think I have. 
Q. ·when you were. at Mr. Van IIouten's house, when 

John was fixing to build near Mr. Van Ilouten\ did you 
make any remark to John Henry, on leaving Mr. Van 
Houten's about any peculiarity you noticed about Mr. Van Ilonten 1 

(Objected to.) 
A. I believe I remarked he was rather a singular man-

552 that he did not seem to have mnch to say; that is about all 
I recollect. 

Q. Do you know Cornelins Bush 1 
A. Yes, sir, I know him; I have known him either 

twenty or twe_nty-one years; he lives within about a mile 
and a half from me; I have lived twenty or twenty-one 
years a neighbor to him, but can't say whether he has !il'ed 
in the house where he now does all the time. 

Q. Are you acquainted with his general reputation for 
truth and veracity in the neighborhood where he lives 1 

J 
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A. Well, I suppose I am ; I have never heard it ques- 553 
tioned, that I know of, by anybody. 

~-- From wh~t you know of the man, would he, in your 
oprn10n, be believed when under oath by a jury of his 
neighbors 1 

A. I think he would, sir ; I wculd believe his statements 
made under oath. 

Witness being cross-examined by counsel of defendants, 
further saith: I am a brother-in-law of John II. V. Van-

duyne; I do not think that I ever really advised him to 
bring this suit; I have talked with him on the subject. 

Q. Did you ever hea.r John Henry complain of Bush 

making trouble between him and Mr. Vreeland 7 554 

A. I do not recollect that I have. 

Re-examination: I am somewhat acquainted with the 

farm Mr. Vreeland lives on. 
CALED w. EDWARDS. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, the} 
2d day of October, A. D. 1857, 

V. D ALRTIIIPLE, 

Master, &c., in Chancery of New Jersey. 

Examination adjourned till Monday morning, October 

5th, 1857, at same place. 

MoND.A.Y MoRNING, October 5th, 1857. 

Parties met pursuant to adjournment, whereupon defend- 555 

ants called as a witness on their behalf-

James J. Prior, of the township of Caldwell, in the 

county of Essex, who being duly sworn, on his oath de-

poscth and saith: I live, I suppose, a mile and a half from 
John II. Vreeland; I used to live next door neighbor to 

him, from 1852 to 1556, I think; I am a farmer by prac• 
tice, but a mechanic by profession; I do a little of both; I 
fanned Mr. Vreefand's place on shares one year; I guess 

it was from 1853 to 1854; can't be positive as to dates; he 

applied to me t0 take it. 
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556 Q. What reason did he give for putting out his farm on shares? 
(Objected to.) 
A. Well, he said he was old, and could not work it alone himself. 
Q. Did you say anything to him about John's worl-ing 

for him ; if so, what, and what did he reply 1 
(Objected to.) 
A. When he asked me.about it, I said, there is John 

Ilenry; he said, I think, that John had had his farm at 
557 two different times, and one time, in particular, he had to see to it and gather the crop himself. 

Q. Do you know of Mr. Vreeland ever offering to sell 
his farm, and if so, for what price did he offer it 1 

(Objected to.) · 
A. Yes; he offered it to me for six thousand ; that was 

the time, I think, when I was at work there on shares; his 
offer to sell included the woodland with the farm ; previous 
to my working his farm on shares, I harvested his grain for 
him; it was the year previous; Elijah Vanduyne helped 

558 me, and my own son ; I do not know as anybody else did; I gathered it and thrashed it for the ninth bushel. 
Q. During the time you Ii ved neighbor to Mr. Vreeland, 

did John work for him steadily, or only occasionally i 
A. John was there occasionally, I know; he worked there only occa8ionally. 
Q. Do you know on what terms J ohu and Cornelius Bush 

were as to friendship while he lived there i 
(Objected to.) 
A. I should think on not very good terms. 

559 Q. What, in your opinion, was the value of Mr. Vree. 
land's farm at the time Brickell came there i 

A. I should say six thousand dollars. 
Q. What reason, if any, did Mr. Vreeland assign for wanting to sell his farm 1 
(Objected to.) 
A. Well, he was old, and could not work it very well himself. 
Q. Was he, in your opinion, in need of some one to re· 

lieve him of the burden of cultivating his farm 1 
(Objected to.) 
A. Yes. 

... 
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Witness being cross-examined by counsel of complain- 560 
ant, further saith : 

Q. Why do you think he needed some one to relieve 
him of the burden of cultivating his farm 1 

A. Because he was old and infirm, and not able to work 

at his time of life. 
Q. What ailed him that rendered him unable to take 

care of his farm ? 
A. Ile had several attacks of the colic, and was subject 

to it; I have several times brought stuff up from the drug-
gist's in the city ; he used to get it nights, and I do not 561 
know how long it lasted; I have been called up to him 
several nights ; there was nothing else that would prevent 
his taking care of the farm except these attacks, and his 
age and infirmities; his infirmities proceeded from his 
age; if he was my father I would not want him to work; 
a man at his time of life worth six thousand dollars; I only 
bad the tillable land the year I had the farm on shares, 

twenty-five or thirty acres I should think ; Mr. Vreeland 
hired the grass cut himself; I don't know whether John 
Ilenry worked around there any that summer or not for 562 
the old man ; I do recollect be mowed some for him; the 
meadows were a long way from the land I worked ; I guess 
I did not work the farm the summer preceding the fall 
when Mr. Brickell moved there ; John Ilenry was not 
present when Mr. Vreeland told me why he wanted to rent 
and sell the farm ; the reason I did not work the farm the 
second year was I had a farm of my own, and had a thresh-
ing machine, ancl got sick in the fall, and Mr. Vreeland 

hired a man and went at it himself. 
Q. Did yon and .Mr. Vreeland get into any difficulty! 56 3 

(Objected to.) 
A. I got sick and could not attend to it very well, and 

he wanted to sow and he complained; that is about all the 

difficulty we bad. 
Q. Did not you say at or about that time that you could 

not depend on anything .Mr. Vreeland said, and that yon 
would not give two shillings for his word for anything1 

(Objected to.) 
A. Ob, yes; it's very likely I said so; it was on account 

0f a misunderstanding ; he wanted to sow and to take pos-
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564 session of the ground right away, and I was sick and could 
not do it. 

Q. Why did you say you could not depend on his word! 
(Objected to.) 
A. Because of this misunderstanding betwixt us. 

Questions by counsel of defendants : 

Q. Did John say to you at any time you would have 
trouble with Mr. Vreeland, and, if so, state all he said! 

A. He might, but I can't recollect now. 
Q. Did he say anything to you as how Mr. Vreeland 

would have his business done ! 
565 (Objected to, as leading.) 

A. I don't recollect; while I lived near him, and before 
Mr. Brickell came there, Mr. Vreeland had an attack of 
fever ; I think it was the year bofor.e Mr. Brickell came 
there ; I am not sure as to time; he was quite sick. 

Sworn and subscribed before } 
me, October 5th, 1857, 

V. DALRIMPLE, 

JAMEs J. PmOR. 

Master in Chancery, &c., of New Jersey. 

Henry J. Miller, a witness produced on the part of 
complainant, being duly sworn, on his oath deposeth and 
saith: 

Q. Do you know Cornelius Bush 1 
566 A. Yes, sir; I have known him twenty or a little rising 

twenty years; I think it is near twenty years since I have 

,.. 

lived in the neighborhood with him; I think it is three- l 
quarters of a mile to his house round the road. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Bush's general charac- • 
ter in that neighborhood for truth aud veracity I 

A. I have heard him spoken of very frequently; I think 
I am acquainted with his reputation for truth and veracity. 

Q. Is that reputation good or bad ? 
A. I never have heard anything said against him that I 

know of, with respect to his character for truth and 
veracity I 
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Q. From what you know of his general character for 566 
truth and veracity, would you believe him when he was 
under oath as a witness i 

A. I would. 
Q. From your knowledge of his general reputation for 

truth and veracity, would he or not be believed when 
under oath, by a jury of his neighbors 1 • 

A. I believe he would. 

Witness being cross-examined, further saith : I heard 
Aaron Vanderhoof, not long since, speak of Bush's charac- 567 
ter for truth ; I heard Thomas II. Riker speak of his cha-
racter for truth, and Benjamin Crane; I cannot call to 
mind any more now at present; Aaron Vanderhoof was at 
my house when he spoke of it; I haYe heard him speak of 
it several times; the last time was only two days since; 
the reason he spoke of it at my hou,e, bvo days since, was 
because it had been questioned here ; my family spoke to 
him about it; I did not; I did not meddle with the con-
versation; I did not avoid having anything to do with the 
conversation designedly; Y anderhoof was at my house on 568 
Saturday last; Aaron Vanderhoof Ji,·es in Fairfield, where 
Cornelius Bush was raised; he is about forty or forty-five 
years old ; I can't tell his age exactly; Fairfield is two and 
a half miles from where Bush now lives; Vanderhoof's 
brother married Bush's sister; some years ago I heard 
Benjamin Crane talk of Bush's character for truth; there 
was some trouble between Bush and 1Iartin Young; there 
was a prosecution; Judge Crane had nothing to do with 
the suit; he was talking about the snit; I do not recollect 
Crane's exact language, but he said he believed Y onug was 569 
to blame, for he believed ]3u$h tolu the truth; that he 
would believe him ; I heard Thomas II. Riker speak of it 
a year or two ago; I do not recollect the circumstance that 
brought it up ; he said he would believe Bush quicker than 
somebody else they were talking about,; that he believed 
he was correct. 

ilENRY J. MILLER. 

(This witness having been once examined in this cause, 
20 
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570 his further examination was objected to, by counsel of de-
fendants, without an order of the Court.) 

571 

Sworn and subscribed before me, } 
the 5th October, A. D. 1857, 

V. DALRIMPLE, 
Master in Chancery, &c., of New Jersey. 

(A tru<> copy.) 
W. M. B.Al!Brrr, 
· Clerk. 

E:K.UnNATION Ol' Wn:.F.SSES in a cause depend. 
ing in tho Court of Chancery of Xew Jersey, 
between John II. Y. Vanduyne, complain-
ant, and John IL Vreeland and others, de-
fendants, taken in the presence of the solici-
tors of the parties before Vancleve Dalrimplc, 
a Master and Examiner in Chancery of New 
Jersey, at Mon·istown, in said State, on the 
27th day of October, A. D. 1857. 

572 Jacob 0. Tuttle, of the township of IIanover, in the 
county of Morris, a witneRs produced and sworn on the part 
of said defendants, on his oath dcposeth and saith: I live 
in Hanover township, in Ilanover X eek ; I should presume 
a mile and a half or two miles from John IL Yreclancl's; 
I have lived there all my lifetime; about thirty-eight 
years; about two years I lived a mile farther away than I 
do now ; I know John II. V. Y and uyne; I think he was a 
constable in Pequannock township, in 1849 or 1850. 

573 Q. Did you at that time have any conversation with him 
about living with Mr. Vreeland, and if so, state what he 
said 1 

A. At the time he was constable I did not pay my tax, 
and he was over by my place, and he asked me if I had it ; 
he was collecting taxes; I did not pay him at that time, 
and then we got to speaking about my father's pl'Operty, 
and I was telling him what I got, and he went on to state 
what property that he had given to him by ~Ir. Yreeland's 
wife; he said it was a piece of land on the mountain or un-
der the mountain ; it strikes me it was under the moun-

) 
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tain; he said if he did not get anything more from Mr. 574 
Vreeland, he had that much from bis estate; he went on to 
say that be had cut some trees aud pealed them. 

Q. What did he say, if anything, about being satisfied 
with what he bad got? 

.A.: I don't know that he said so; he might have said so; 
he did not state the value of what he had received. 

To question by counsel of complainant: I presume it 
was Mr. Vreeland's first wife he referred to, as I presume 
Mr. Vreeland had not married the second time; I do not 
know when he married tho second time. 

Questions by counsel of defendants: 

Q. Did be say anything in that conversation about ex-
pecting to receive more property from Mr. Vreeland at his 
death, or at any other time, or any further compensation, 
and if so, state what he said? 

.A.. I don't know that he did at that time, though he 
might. 

Sworn and sub~cribed before me,} 
October 27th, 1857, 

JACOB 0. TU'l'TL>C. 

V. DALRIMPLE, 

Master, &c., in Chancery of New Jersey. 

Henry Cole, a witness produced and sworn on the part of 
said complainant, on his oath deposeth and saith : I know 

575 

a man by tho name of Cornelius Bush; he lives at Pine 576 
Brook, a mile and a half from me; I have been acquainted 
with him since he was a boy; I have lived in his neighbor-
hood for the last fifteen or twenty years; I believe I am ac-
quainted with his general character for truth and veracity 
in that neighborhood; it is ordinarily good; so I conceived 
it to be; I believe he would be believed by a jury of his 
neighbors, when under oath; I have acted as a magis-
trate in my neighborhood for ten years. 

Uross-examination: I know John Vanduyne working for 
other people ; I know of one instance of his working for 
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577 himself; for Daniel R. Vanduyne; I know of his carting 
for the Jfoonton Company ; I do not know of his working 
for Daniel R. Vanduyne to a very great amount; when he 
worked for Vanduyne was while he lived at Mr. Vree-land's. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, } 
the 27th day of October, A. D. 
1857. 

IIENRY CoLE. 

V. DALRDII'LE, 
]\faster in Chancery of New Jersey. 

(A true copy.) 
,v. M. BABEITT, 

Clerk. 

ExAmNA.TJON OE' WJTNESBES taken in a cause de-
pending in the Court of Chancery of New 
,fersey, wherein John II. V. Vanduyne is 
complainant, and John II. Vreeland and 
other; are defendants, at the office of Yan-
cleve Dalrimple, ]\foster and Examiner in 
Chancery of New Jersey, on the fourth da_y 
of December, A. D. 1857, in. tho presence of 
Jacob Vanatta, Esq., solicitor of complain-
ant, and Theodore Little, Esq., solicitor of 
defendants, before the said Vancleve Dal-
rimple, Master and Examiner as aforesaid, to 
wit: 

579 Clu·istian Toung, of the township of Pequannock, a wit-
ness produced and sworn on the part of said defendants, 
dcposcth and saith: I lived at Pine Brook formerly, next 
to John llcnry Vauduyue's; I now live at Boonton, and 
barn lived there for the last eighteen months; I was sixty-
three years old this last November; I am the widow of 
]\[artin Young; I was not able to come when asked to 
come here for,nerly as a witnes~, when Mr. Brickell came 
after 1110, I was sick in beu ; it was during this last Court 
here; there had been a previous time appointed for me to 
come here before that; I waa not able to come then ; I 
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lived at Pine Brook, between two hundred and three bun- 580 
dred yards from John II. Vreeland's, for twenty-seven 
or twenty-eight years ; it seems to me John was seven or 
eight years old when I first went there to live; he was but 
a small boy, but large of his age; I recollect the time he 
was married; I could not exactly tell how long John lived 
at Vreeland's after he was married, but I should think 
something like three or four years ; before Joh n's marriage, 
I could not tell how old he was, but one Saturday his 
mother brought him back to Mr. Vreeland's, and came to 
our house, and stayed till Monday; I do not know how long 581 
he had been away; John did not stay with her at my 
house, she left him at Mr. Vreeland's; she told me when 
she came then to our house, that John had come home, 
and she had come to bring him back. 

Q. After John was married and went to live in the house 
by himself, where did he get the support of himself and 
family i 

(Objected to.) 
A. He worked with Mr. Vreeland, on Mr. Vreeland's 

farm; I could not tell where he got his support. 582 
Q. Do you know of any place from which he could get 

it, except Mr. Vreeland's ! 
(Objected to.) 
A. Well, he had two cows he brought there, if I don't 

mistake, and I think he had some sheep, and I suppose he 
drew support from them for some ; he got his cows and 
sheep from Mr. Vreeland; I could not tell whether he 
bought them, or they were given to him; I never heard 
him say he bought them ; sometimes he pastured them on 
his lot, and sometimes c.n Mr. Vreeland's lots; he had a 583 
horse and wagon and a sleigh he got at Mr. Vreeland's, at 
the tima he went to housekeeping; he took them from Mr. 
Vreeland's with him, and he took some furniture with him 
too. 

Q. After John moved into his house, do you know of 
any differences or disagreement between him and Mr. 
Vreeland about the work, or anything else! 

A. I used to milk right across the way, and I used to see 
Mr. Vreeland come and knock at John IIenry's door, and 
want him to get up and go to the hay.field, that the hands 
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584 were gone to work ; I have heard this several times; the old 
gentleman would call and say, " Come, John Ilenry, come," 
and the old gentleman would build the fire in the kitchen, 
and fill the teakettle, to get John off to the hay field. 

Q. Did you ever hear John Ilenry say anything about 
the old gentleman letting him have part of his land to 
farm! 

A. Yes sir, I have heard him tell it, and John Henry 
too; there was a piece of meadow by the bend of the river, 
as he always called it, and J obn Henry had the use of it 

585 provided he would ·pay the taxes and make the fences ; •f 
part of this was tillable land, and part of it meadow; the ,,, ,._ 
chestnut timber to fence this land was to be brought from ) 
Mr. Vreeland's land, at the Wabow, by John Ilenry; his 
fences got poor, and J obn Ilenry refused to do it unless the 
old gentleman gave Lim a deed for tho lm;d. 

Q. Did yon ever bear him say anything about the old 
gentleman favoring Cornelius Bush more than be did him, 
and if so, state what he said 1 

(Objected to.) 
586 A. Well, he let Cornelius Bnsh have a piece of land to -'> r 

work on shares, and John Henry said he thought Mr. Vree-
land thought more of Bush than he did of him, that he had 
given him a good piece of ground, and given him his oxen 
to plough it with, and favored him a great deal more than 
be did him; this conversation about Bnsb was five or six 
years ago ; John was in tho ha bit of visiting our bonse fre-
quently while we lived there ; in addition to what I spoke 
of, Mr. Vreeland and John's father gave him the place 
where he Ii ved. 

587 Q. From your observation of John some years after he 
was married, and from that on till he left there, was he, in 
your opinion, an industrious man in attending to the farm-
ing, or not! 

A. That's a hard question for me to answer; Mr. Vree-
land used often to grumble that work did not go on as it 
should, and John Ilenry would think that he was not well 
enough to work. 

Q. Was that complaint continued for a length of time-
that be was unable to work! 

A. He gave up Mr. Vreeland's farm, and was constable 

1 
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a couple of years, and then he did not work for Mr. Vree- 588 
land. 

Witness being oross-ewamined by counsel of complainant, 
further saith : I don't know how John got the two cows; he 
brought them from Mr. Vreeland's ; I often saw them on 
Mr. Vreeland's place before John got them ; I gness one 
of these cows was not given, by the father of John's wife, 
to her. 

Q. What furniture did M. Vreeland or his wife give to 
John Henry ? 589 

A. A bnreau, a bed and bedding ; there were a good 
many notions, such as persons have given to them when 
they go away and keep house ; I have heard Mrs. Vree-
land say half a dozen times they gave them the bed and 
bedding; I have heard Mr. Vreeland say so too, and have 
heard Mrs. Vreeland say it at John Henry's; and John 
Ilenry and his wife have told me that in their own house ; 
it was before Mr. Vreeland's first wife died that he told 
me this-a good while before; Mr. Vreeland and his first 
wife did not like John Henry's wife much, and they would 590 
often come in John Ilenry's and scold about things lying 
about, and being wasted, and so on, and state what they 
had given to John Ilenry ; it was always said that his papa 
gave John Ilenry the wagon, and horse, and a watch, and 
the sleigh; I have heard John Ileury say it time and again; 
Mr. Vreeland generally rose between four and five o'clock 
in the morning in summer ; in winter I did not see so much 
of him in the morning ; when I saw him at John's house, 
it was not before sunrise generally; maybe the sun ,vould 
be half an hour high, maybe not so much; I could not say 591 
how often I saw him there at John's house before he was 
up ; if I had thought I would ever have been called on 
I might have kept count, but it was several times; maybe 
as often as dozens of times, and may be not so often ; our 
cow. yard was there through the summer ; I could not tell 
how often I saw Mr. Vreeland build the fire at John's 
house; he built it out of doors in an out-kitchen; I have 
seen him do it often ; the last time was as much as ten or 
twelve years ago; sometimes the old man would knock 
two or three times ; then John Henry would get up and 

i 
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592 go to the meadow, and go to his work, and the old man 
would do in the house what I suppose was John Henry's 
work; I have seen this more than one season-for five or 
six-so far as I know; one of John's children died while 
he lived there, I believe. 

Q. While that child was lying a corpse in Job n's house, 
did not Mr. Vreeland come to J obn's house, and want him 
to go out into the field and cradle grain? 

(Objected to.) 
A. I have heard so, but have not seen it ; I believe that 

593 is so. 
Q. Why do you believe so ? 
A. Because, at the time I heard folks talk about it ; 

John had the meadow I have spoken of two or three years 
before Mr. Vreeland took it back again; I don't know 
whether he gave it up a year or two years before he moved 
away, or how long it was; John Ilcnry said Mr. Vreeland 
asked him to fence. the meadow, and pay the tax for it, and 
he would not do it unless he would give him a deed for it; 
this piece I have refe1·ence to is not the piece he worked on 

594 shares ; he worked the farm on shares ; I understood at the 
time, from the talk in the neighborhood, that he had the 
farm on shares; I can't tell how many years he had the 
farm on shares; I don't know that J obn had the farm on 
shares more than one year ; I do not know that he had it 
a whole year on shares; I know that John Ilenry worked 
it on shares, and he was sick, and his brother lived with 
him then ; and I have been there and beard J obn Ilenry 
ask his wife, while he was sick, if be should give it np ; I 
do not know how long J obn Ilenry was sick that summer; 

595 he would go out to work in the forenoon, and come in to 
dinner, and in the afternoon say the old boy was in his 
place; and I don't know whether he was light-headed or 
not ; and the same time be would ask his wife whether he 
should give up the place or not ; I could not tell whether 
he was sick or not; but somehow Mr. Pryor took the place; 
I can't say whether he was hired or not, but I saw Mr. 
Pryor and bis bands work the place the same season ; I 
think that John had it on shares ; I can't say whether Mr. 
Pryor was hired or bad it on shares ; Dr. Kitchell attend-
ed John that season in his sickness; Mr. Vreeland went 
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and fetched him; I think the doctor came in the fall after 506 
John gave np the place; it runs in my mind so ; I don't 
know what time John gave up tho place; I know Mr. 
Pryor cnt'np corn. 

Q. How do you know that Joh n's father did anything 
towards giving him the place John lived on! 

A. John's mother came to our house, and wanted Mr. 
Young to go with her where the money was got to buy the 
place, to take the notes up; I did not think John was a 
very lazy man ; I don't know as I thought John "·as al-
ways a poor hand to work; Mr. Martin J. Young was my 597 
second husband; Albert B. Voorhees is my son by my first 
husband. 

Q. Can we depend on what Albert testifieR to? 
(Objected to.) 
A. I ain't going to judge anything about wl,at he says 

about it; at first along my husband, Martin ,] . Young, was 
not on friendly terms with Mr. Vreeland, but aftenvards he 
was; he was often in Mr. Vreeland's house; we have been 
to meeliPg there, and to visit there often; he visited there 
within eighteen months or so after we were married; there 598 
was not fifteen years, or two years, or eighteen months af-
ter we were married, that Mr. Young did not speak to Mr. 
Vreeland. 

Q. For twenty years after yon were married to Martin 
J. Young, did he and Mr. Vreeland ever speak together, 
except it was in a quarrel or dispute? 

A. I shan't answer it again; I have answered it often 
enough. 

A. After your marriage to Mr. Young, for a period of 
twenty years, did he not frequently tell you to have nothing 599 
to sav or do with John II. Vreeland or his wife? 

A." There is no truth in it; we visited at Mr. Vi-ee-
land's bef9re John Ilenry was married; I visited Mr. Vree-
land's ten times while his first wife was living, to ,,-here I 
visited once afterwards; I am no relation to Mr. Vreeland's 
present wife-none at all; she is no relation to my first 
husband; she wns a mere stranger to me till she carue to 
Pine Brook. 

Q. Am I to understand yon, then, that your husband, 
21 
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Martin J. Young, and John II. Vreeland were on friendly 
terms a great m;ny years before yom husband died? 

A. ·well, they were on ftiendly terms a while, and then 
they had a spat; and then on friendly terms, and then a spat and so on. 

Q. What did these spats grow out of? 
(Objected to.) 
A. I ain't going to answer it-
('lhis answer was given after defendants' counsel a,hised 

witness that she was at liberty to answer this question or not.) 
-I cannot tell how often these spats took place ; I ,ms 

not always with them to know. 
Q. When yon first went to live with Mr. Young a8 his 

wife, was there not a clispute bet11·eeu him and M,·. Yree-land about a road 1 
{Objected to.) 
A, Yes, there 11·as a dispute about a road before I came 

there; after I married Mr. Young there was a distnrb,rn ce 
about the road once, and then they decided it, ancl were good friends. 

Q. Did they dispute about anything but the ruad at any time! 
{Objected to.) 
A. I don't know whether they did or not; while John 

Ilenry Jived at Pine Bmok near us, he used to be at om 
honso very often, and his wife almost every day ; I don't 
know whether the furniture in John Ilenry's house was 
purchased with money given to John lienry's wife by her 
father; I don't know nothing about their going to K ewark 
and buying the fomiture they had in their honsc; I have 
never gone in their house and found fault that ~fr. Yree-
land ought to have give,, them more things; I do not speak 
to Cornelius Bush, and havn't for years. 

Q. How many years? 
Q. I can't recollect; more than teu. 
Q. Did you not yourself at one time say to Joh , Henry 

that lfr. Vreeland was showing more favors to Buh than 
to him, or giving Bush more than John Henry? 

A. I don't recollect, but it might easy be I did. 
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To questions by counsel of defenclants-

J ohn's child I have spoken of died about ten o'clock in 
the evening; it had not been sick very long; John had been 
at work the clay before the child died ; I guess Mr. Vreeland 
bew the child was dead the night it died; Mrs. Vreeland 
was over there when it died ; she went home that night, 
and I and Mrs. Vanduyne stayed there all night. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, the} 
4th clay of December, 1857, 

CIIRISTINA Y OuNG. 

V. D .\LRIMPLII, 

Master, &c., in Chancery of New Jersey. 

603 
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MAY TEmr, 1857. 

JOHN H. V. VANDUYNE, ) 
v. > 

J OIIN H. VREELAND and others. I. _______ ) 
JAcon VANATTA & ·w. WnELPLEY, for Complainant. 
T. LITTELL & As.\ WnrrEIIEAD, for Defendants. 

"\VILLIA.."\ISON, Ohancellor.-The bill alleges that the com-
plainant was thirty-three years of age on the 22d day of 
March, 1855, and that his mother was the sister of the wife 
of John IL Vreeland, one of the defendants. That the 

606 

said J ohii II. Vreeland and his wife have no children; that 
they, as soon as the complainant was born, requested his 
father and mother to let them, the said John II. Vreeland 607 
and wife, take the complainant, and permit them to adopt 
and keep him as their son; and, as an inducement for them 
to do so, they promised his parents to treat the complainant 
as their own son, and that all property they had should be 
given to the complainant, so that it should belong to him 
at the death of said Vreeland and his wife. 

That after much pcrsnation, and in addition to the pro-
mise aforesaid, promising the complainant's parents that he 
should be cared aud provi(led for Ly them as their own 
should have been cared and provided for, the parents of 
the complainant permitted said Vreeland and wife to adopt 
the co1nplainant as their O\\"ll son; and, accordingly, when 608 
the complainant was only eight weeks old, said Vreeland 

) r and his wife took the complaiuant to church, and had him 
baptized with the name of said Vreeland; and when the 
complainant was aLont one year old, they took him to their 
own house; and from that time until he was about twenty 
years of age, and until after his marriage, he was known 
and was called by the name of John IL Vreeland. 

That the complainant was married on the 10th of April, 
1841; and that he continued to live with and work for said 
Vreeland, and as his son, from tho tillle he first went to 
live with him until about a year after he was married. 
That he, about a year after be was married, commenced 
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609 house-keeping adjoining the farm of said Vreeland; bnt 
he continued to work for him on his farm all the time until 
he was about twenty-five years of age; and after that he 
continued to work for said Vreeland until the spring of the 
year 1854, since which time he has not 11·orked for said 
Vreeland, nor been reque;ted to do so. That while com-
plainant lived with Vreeland and wife, he called them 
"father" and" mother," and supposed tl,ey were his father 
and m0ther, and did not know to the contrary until he was 
ten or twel vc years of age. 

610 That when the complainant was about eight years of age, 
the said Vreeland was in ill health, and was abont to make "1 

his will; but before doing so, he sent for complainant's 
father; that he inquired of his father whcthe,· he intended 
to allow the complainant to remain with him as. his son, 
stating that he was about making his will, aud if the com-
plainant was permitted to remain with him as his son, he 
intended to devise and bequeath to him all his property. 
That the complainant's fa\her, then, in answer to said Yrne-
land, replied, in substance and effect, that if he (Vreeland) 

llll intended and would do for the said complainant as he had 
promised, he (the complainant's father) did not intern! to 
take the complainant away, and never had; and, thereup-
on, the said Vreeland told the complainant's father that he 
did intend to do for the complainant as he promi;ed when 
he first took him. 

That compbinant is informed and believes, that near the 
time of the said interview the said Vreeland did make all([ 
execute, in dne form of law, a will by which he clevised and 
becptcathcd to the cumplainant all of his property, pro-

612 viding for his wifo; but after her death, with remainder to 
complainant. That when the comµlainant was about six. 
teen years of age, his father asked said \~reeland whether 
the complainant had not better learn a trade, to which mid 
Vreeland replied that there was no nse in the complain-
ant's doing so-that he could not spare the complainant, 
nor pnt any one in his place for t\1·O hundred dollars a-y0ar, 
who would do as well at his work and business; and that 
he, said Vreeland, would see that the complainant had 
enough, and was better provided for than if he bad learn-
ed a trade. That the father of the complainant, relying 
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upon the agreement with Vreeland, shortly before his death, 613 

made his will, bearing date October 3d, 1S4c2, by which he 
gave his wife his property during her life or widowhood, 
and divided the remainder thereof among all his chil,lren, 
excepting the complainant, to whom nothing was gi\-en ; 
that the valno of his father's estate was about $7,000 ; that 
complainant had six brothers and one sister, and the only 
reason why a share of tho prnpcrty was not given to com-
plainant was in consequence of the repeated promises and 
assurances aforesaid of said Y1·ccland ; and that he staterl 
this as his reason to the scrfrenor who drew his will. That 614 
the complainant's father died in October, lb±~, without 1·c-
voking or alterin~ his said will. 

That tho said Vreeland not only gave to the complain-
ant's fatl,er the promises and assurances aforesaid, but he 
diil al,o frcgnentlj mnko like promises and assurances to 
tlw complainant himself, from the time he was sixteen 
years of age until the year 1S,i-1; and tho complainant be-
lievetl in, and relied upon, those promises and assurances, 
mul, in consi,lerntion thereof, lived with, and worked for 
the said V rec land, and endeavored, to the best of his power G15 
nrnl ability, faithfnll,v and devotedly to serve him, and to 
deport himself, in all respects, as a dutiful son should to-
wards his father; and until after the second marriage of 
the said Yreelaml the service and conduct of the complain-
ant towards said Vreeland was satisfactory to him, and he 
fre<1nently expressed !,is approbation of the cond net of the 

complainant. 
That bet1Yccn the years 1823 and 1S4c3, said Vreeland 

made two different wills, b_y both of which, after making 
provision for the support of his wife during her lifetime, GlG 

he beq neathcd nearly all the remainder of his property to 

the complainant. 
That on ur about the 4th of Jan nary, 18-13, the said Vree-

land made and executed another will, by which he gave 
legacies to tll'o persons amounting to fifty-one dollars; be-
q ucathed some personal property to the complainant, the 
residue to his then wife, and ga vc to the complainant all 
his lands and real estate after the death of his said wife, 
subject only to the payment of nine dollars annually to the 
Dutch church, subject to certain conditions, upon the hap-
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617 pening of which the said annuity should cease; that in the 
said last will the said Vreeland calls the complainant "my 
adopted son John Henry V. Vanduyne," and "my beloved 
adopted son John Henry V. Vanduyne, the son of :Nicholas 
M. Vanduyne." 

That subsequently, but before the death of his wife 
Rachael, the said Vreeland made another will, by which 
he made some changes from his other wills to different 
legatees, but no change as regards the complainant ; that 
shortly after the death of his said wife Hachael, the ~aid 

618 Vreeland made another will, by which he devised and be-
queathed to the complainaut all his real and personal estate, 
excepting some small bequests to others, not amounting-in 
the aggregate to over one hundred dollars, and which said 
last will is still in possession of said Vreeland. 

That in the month of September, 18,19, the saiJ Vreeland 
intermarried with one Maria Acker,on, a wido11·, and shortly 
after said maniage said Yreeland made another will, by 
which, as saiJ Vreeland informed the complainant, after 
providing for the payment to his said wife of a certain sum 

619 yearly during her natnral life or widowhood for her sup-
port, he gave to the complainant the resdue of his property, 
excepting one or two small unimportant legacies. 

That about a year after his second marriage, the said 
Vreeland made another will, by which he gave nothing 
whatever to the complainant; and that about the spring of 
the year 1 ,5,1,, said Vreeland made another will, by which 
he left none of his property to the complainant; that since 
the year 1853 said Vreeland made several other wills be-
sides those particularly mentioned, in all of which wills, 

620 which were made prior to his second maniage, he devised 
and bequeathed to the complainant the principal part of 
his property. 

That the complainant lived on the most intimate and 
friendly terms with said Vreeland up to the time of Vree-
land's second marriage; that said Yreeland received the 
exclnsive services of the complainant from the time he was 
able to work until he was twenty-five years old, and con-
tinued to work for him and do his business until he was 
thirty-three years old ; that the complainant neYer went to 
school, bnt was all his time employed in working on the 
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farm of said Vreeland, performing the duties and work of 621 
a common laborer, and never received any pecuniary com-
pensation for his services. 

That in a few months after the second marriage of said 
Vreeland, his manner towards the complainant became 
changed, and he did not exhibit the same kindness of feel-
ings or confidence towards the complainant as theretofore; 
that this change of conduct was o,Ying entirely tn a hostile 
feeling wbich his second wife, soon after her entrance in 
the family, entertained towards tho complainant; tl,at not-
withstanding this change of feeling towards tbo complain- 622 
ant, he remained with said Vreeland up to 1s:,4, when he 
left him ; that there never "·as any open rupture between 
said Vreeland aud complainant, and complainant continued 
to hold out that it "·as his intention to leave the complainant 
all his property; that said Vreeland is now about sixty-
seven years of age, and much broken clown in mind and 
body. 

That the present wife of said Vreeland had by her first 
husband three children, two sons and a daughter; that the 
said daughter intermarried with and is now the wife of John 623 
T. Brickell, one of the defendauts; that from the year 
1549, said Brickell and wife were frequent visitors of said 
Vreeland's family, and were informed by said Vreeland, 
anil well understood the relationship existing between said 
Vreeland and the complainant, and the agreement on the 
part of Vreeland to give complaina11t all his property. 

That on or about the 8th of November, 1845, for the 
fraudulent purpose of depriving the complainant of the b~-
nefit of the said agreement with the said Vreeland, the 
said Vreeland and wife executed and delivered to the said 624 
Brickell and wife, a deed by which said Vreeland and wife 
conveyed all said Vreeland's real estate to said Brickell 
and wife, to their heirs and assigns forever. 

That said Vreeland owned the said real estate long be-
fore the complainant went to live ,l"ith him; that be has 
acquired no property si11ce; that the said real estate so con-
veyed is worth at least $8,500. 

Tbat the cvn8ideration mentioned in the said deed is 
$6,000 ; that no part of the said consideration has been 
paid, nor in any way secured to be p,1id ; but that it is the 

22 
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625 understanding between the parties to the said deed, that 
the consideration expressecl in said deed should not, or any 
part thereof, be required to be paid; that at the time of the 
delivery of the deed, •lie said Brickell executed and deli-
vered to said Vreeland a lease of said real estate de;crihcrl 
in sai,l .deei!s, for the nat,ual life of said Vreeland and ,Yifo 
and the survirnr, for a small nominal rent, and that such 
lease was the only consideration given, or agreed to he 
given for the real estate so com·Pyed; that after saicl con-
veyance Brickell and wife moved on the farm, ancl ga,·e 

62ti ont that they are ,rnrking it on shares; that at the time of 
said conveyance Vreelancl had but little personal property, 
except what was about the farm, one half of which ho sol<l 
to said Brickell ; that in l~.51>, when the assessor called 
upon the said Vreeland to asse-s him for taxes, he told the 
assessor that all the property he had was $GOO, and for that 
amount only he was assessed; that ho further told him he 
had received nothing, and was to recci vo nothing for his 
farm. 

The bill chai·ges that the conveyance was maclc hy Yree-
627 land and wife, and was accepted by 13rickell and wife for 

the purpose of defrauding complaiuant, and of depriving 
him of the benefit of the agreement made on his behalf with 
the said Vreeland; that said Vreeland d,·clares he will not 
fulfil said agreement; that he has disposed of his property 
for the purpose of placing it out of his power to do so. It 
concludes with the following prayer: That the sai,l Brick-
ell and wife may be decreed to be trnstccs to hold the lands 
during the lives of Vreeland and wife fo,· theii- use and 
benefit, and upon the death •Jf tho survivor to convey tho 

628 same, in foe simple, to the complainant, or that the said 
deed to Brickel and wife, as against the complainant, may 
be decreed fraudulent, aml that they may be requil'Cd to 
re-convey the said lautjs to the said Vreeland, and the said 
Vreeland be decreed to dispose ofcaid lands, when thus re-
conveyed, in such manner that said lands will, at the death 
of said Vreeland, go to, vest in, and belong to the com-
plainant, in fee simple; or if the Court shall be of opinion 
that the complainant is not entitled to either of the reliefs 
aforesaid, that in that case the damages which the com-
plainant has sustained, uy reason of said Vreeland refusing 



171 

to perform Lis part of said agreement, may be ascertained 629 
and determined in such manner as this Court may direct, 
and tLat the damages, wLen ascertained, may be decreed 
to be a lien upon the said lands, &c., &c. 

To tLis bill th~ defendants have demunecl. All the facts 
are admitted by tLQ demurrer, and must be taken as trlle. 
The agreement npon which the bill is founde,l was in parol, 
but its performance, or part performance, is set up to avoid 
!Le statute. Although the demurrer admits tLe facts of the 
bill, the agreement being in parnl, the. complainant is enti-
tled to the bellcfit of the statute, unless the part perform- 630 
ance, which is set up to avoid its operation, is of a charac-
ter to have that legal effect. The demurrer admits the 
parol agl'Cement, and insists that it is not such a parnl 
agreement as will take the case out of the operntion, of the 
Statllte of Frauds, and depri,-e the defendants of the benefit 
of it ns a defence. If that were the whole case, the demllr-
rer would be sustained. A defendant may answer and ad-
mit the parol agrnement; bllt it; at the same time, he insists 
on the prntection of the statute, 110 decree can be nrnde 
merely on the ground of the admission of tho agreement. /ii:ll 
A demurrer is in effect the same as an answer, which ad-
mits the parol agreeme11t, but it claims the benefit of the 
statute. It admits the agreement, hut denies the right of 
the complainant to enforce it. l311t, if the hill alleges such 
a part performance as will take the agreement out of the 
statute, the demuner i~ snch an admission of tho part per-
formance as will exclude the tlefendants from the benefit 
of the statute. The bill must stare the facts which are re-
lied upon as part performance: when the facts are ad,nitted 
hy the demurrer, the Court mnst determine whetl1er the 632 
facts relied upon do constitute part performance. 

In this case, if tho agreement, which is the grn11nd of the 
bill, is of such a elrnracter as could be enlorced by either 
party if it ,rnre in writing, then, I think, there can be no 
doubt but there has been such a part performance in this 
case, by the cornplai11ant, as will take the agreement out 
of the operation of the statute. The bill alleges that the 
agreelllent has been fully performed by the father of the 
complainant, one of the parties by whom it was made, and 
by the complainant upon whom it imposed certain duties, 
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633 and obligation8. The facts stat~d show that they have per-
formed their part of the agrnement as fully as such an 
agreement could be pcrformo<l. There is nothing more for 
them to do. The co111 plai nant cannot be denied his redress 
by the interposition of the statute. 

It i, objected that this agreement can11ot be enforced by 
the complainant because he was no party to it. But he was 
the party for whose benefit the agreement wa8 made. All 
the advantages of the agree111ent were to accrue to him. 
The consi,lcration ,,·as lmt partially paid by his father. 

634 The most rnluahle portion of it, and the most beneficial to 
the defendant Yreeland, has been rendered by the com-
j'lainant himself. The party for whose benefit the agree-
ment is to be performed, and especially if any valuable por-
tion of the consideration ha, been rendered by him, has the 
legal ri;rht to enforce it. It is of no consequence tl1at the 
promise to fulfil it was not made di~tinctly to the person 
\\'ho ,rn,·t-ntitle<l to the remuneration, but to some one else 
who had authority to make it on his behalf. (Oddhmn v. 
Litcl,jrml, 2 Vern., ;iUG. JJevenish v. Baines, J>,,ice in 

635 Cl,. Ca&, 3.) I think thi, suit is rightly brought by tho 
complainant. 

Is the complainant entitled to :iny relief upon the case 
made by the bill? The ca,c is a very peculiar one, and has 
its ,lifticnlties. The complainant !1a, heen greatly wronged. 
He has devoted the prime of his life to the service of the 
,lefcl)(lant Vreclan,l. He served him twenty-fi \·e yeai'>l, 
upon the faith of an agreement, made at the solicitatio•1 of 
the defendant, with the complainant's father; that for imch 
~ervice the eolllplaiuant should be provided for, at till' de-

63G fe11dant's death a, his own son. Ile was <leprive,! of a par-
ticipation iu his father's property, upon the assurances of 
tho defendant, made to that father, that he need make no 
provision for his sou, because the defendant, in fulfillment 
of his agreement, "·o,ild stand to,Yar<ls him in the place of 
his parcnt,, aud as he ha,! stipulated, would provide Jin' 
him b,v will. lie rec ·ived the COlllplainant into Ltis family 
npon the terms of the agreement, and the services of the 
complainant "·ere rendered and were accepted, 11pon tho 
exl'ectatinn of their being carried out in good faith. · The 
rlefendant has repeatedly acknowledged his obligation ta 
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fulfil the agreement by making different wills, from time 637 
to time, in accordance with its provisions and the under-
standing of the parties. Ile has verbally renewed the 
agreement, frequently with the complainant, and induced 
him to continue his services, assuring him that the fulfil-
ment of the agreement by him should be a reward to the 
complainant for his fidelity. For twenty-fl ve years the de-
fendant accepted the services of the complainant, upon 
the understanding that the agreement was the basis of the 
relationship existing between them. Now, the defendant 
has fraudulently put out of his hands, and for the sole pm- 638 
pose of defrauding the complainant, all of his property, 
out of ,,hicb he was to make the provision which he had 
stipulateu to make by the agreement. 

Why should not ihe complainant have redress? It is 
said the character of the agreement is such, that the 
Court ought not to entertain a bill upon it. The~e is no 
consideration of public policy which should forbid the 
Court countenancing such an agreement. Considering 
the situation of the parties, and their circumstances in life, 
it was beneficial to all parties, and cannot be considered as 639 
inj ndicions or unreasonable_ The father made a beneficial 
arrangement for his offspring, and Vreeland's affections 
were satisfied by the adoption of a son. The agreement is 
alleged to have been unreasonable, because it deprived 
Vreeland of the free disposal of his property. But this is 
not so. It provided him with a son, and only obligated 
him in the dispo,al of his property, to make such provision 
for the child of his adoption as might reasonably be ex-
pected from parental obligation and affection. There was 
nothing unnatural, situated as he was, in his assuming such 640 
an obligation, and of his making the complainant the object 
of his affections. It did not deprive the defendant of dis-
posing of his property as he might see fit, for his own com-
fort and benefit. The complaint is not now made that he 
has so dispo,cd of his property, but tl,at he has disposed of 
it by putting it out of his hands, for the sole purpose of de-
frauding the complainant, and of depriving him of the 
benefit of the agreement. It is said that the agreement is 
not mutual, because Vreeland coulu not enforce it. But it 
is too late for a party who has accepted the performance of 



174 

641 an agreement from the other party, and has induced him 
to perform his part of it, to raise the objection that he is 
not bound by the agreement, because he could not enforce 
that performance if it had been refused. It is further said 
that the Court ought not to entertain a bill upon 
such an agreement, because of the embarrassment that ex-
ists in the complainant enforcing its specific performance. 
But the Court must dispose of this objection accord-
ing to the embarrassments existing at the time its jurisdic-
tion is invoked. If at such time the execution of the agrcc-

6±2 ment is so surrounded by difficulties that they cannot be 
surmounted without the Court doing real injnstice 
to one of the parties, and without making its execution 
burthensome and oppressive, the Cunrt, in view of such 
consequences, may properly refusa to inte,fore. 

It appears to me that no clifficulty exists in this caBe to 
the Court's affording to the complainant adequate relief, 
without doing the least injury to any of the defendants. 
The pleading,, admit that Vreeland and hi,; wife have con-
veyed the property to Brickell and his wife, for a non,inal 

643 consideration ; that the conveyance ,ms made and accepted 
for the fraudulent pnrpose of defeating the agreement, an<l 
that for a nominal consideration, Brickell and hi$ wife have 
given to Vreeland and his wife a lease of the properly 
dnringt heir lives. A decree of this Colll't, declaring llrick-
ell and wife trnstces, to hold the property during the lives 
of Vreeland 1111d wife, for their benefit, an<l after the death 
of the one that smvives, to convey the property to the com-
plainant, will injure no 011e, and will secure to the com-
plain.ant the benefit of the agreement. It will work no 

644 injury to Brickell and wife. They paid nothing for the 
property, and cannot complain that they arn deprived only 
of the opportunity of reaping the frnits of their fraud. It 
can do no injury to Vreeland and wife, foritsccmes to them 
all the interest they have in the property, its enjoyment 
during their liYes. But it is not necessary for me to decide 
now to what specific degree the complainant is entitled. 
It is enough for me to be able to see that a decree can be 
made without serious detriment to any of the' parties. 
Further consideration may suggest a better and more ap-
propriate remedy. 

The demurrer must be overruled with costs. 
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IN" CIIAXCERY OF NEW JERSEY. 

Between 
J OIIN II. V. VANDUYNE, 

Complainant, 
and 

J onN II. VREELAND, J om, T. BRICKELL 

and EL1Z.\IlETII his ·wife, 
Defcntlant~. 

Decree. 

This cause came onfor final hearing at the last :May Term 
of this Court, Lefore the llonorablc Benjamin 'Williamson, 
Chancellor of the State of Now Jon;ey, in the presence of 
Jacob Y auuatta antl Etlward '\V. Whelpley, of counsel, 
with the complainant, and of Theodore Little and Asa 
'\\Thitehead, of counsel, \l'ith the defendants, upon the bill, 
ans,rnr and proofs in the cause. And the .said bill, answer 

645 

and proofs ba,-ing been read, and the arguments of the said 646 
counsel on both sides having been heard and considered, 
an<l it appearing to the Conrt that the agreement mentioned 
and set forth in the bill, as made between the defendant 
John II. Vreeland and Rachel, his former wife, of the one 
part, and the father and mother of the complainant, of the 
other part, by which the parents of the complainant, at the 
request of the defendant John H. Vreeland and Rachel, 
his former wif'c, when the complainant was an infant under 
tho age ol' one year, consented and agreed that the defend-
ant John II. Vreeland and Rachel, his ,rife, might have, 
and take, and adopt and keep the complainant, as their 
own son, for and in consideration that the defendant John 647 
II. Vreeland and lfachel, his then wife, promised and agreed 
to treat tho complainant as their own son, and that all the 
property that they had should be given to the complainant, 
so that it shonld belong to him at the death of the said John 
II. Vreeland and Rachel, his then wife, is satisfactorily 
proved, as alleged in the bi II. And it further appearing, 
by the pleadings and proofs, that the parents of the said 
complainant performed their part of said agreement; that 
the defendant John IL Vreeland and Rachel, bis former 
wife, now deceased, did adopt and take, and have the cus-
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648 tody and control of the complainant, pnrsuant to said agree-
ment, and that the said John II. Vreeland has, in other 
respects, partly performedt he said agreement; and it also 
appearing that the complai1iant adopted the said agree-
ment, and that he has performed his part thereof. Auel it 
likewise appearing that the said John ll. Vreeland has re-
fused to perform that part of said agreement still remaining 
to be performed by him, and has voluntarily and fraudu-
lently incapacitated himself from performing the same by 
voluntarily and fraudulently disposing of all his property 

649 to defeat the performance of the said agreement, reserving 
an interest therein for his own use during his own life. 
And it further appearing that the deed of conveyance 
made by the defendant John H. Vreelaiid and Maria, his 
wife, to the defendant John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his 
wife, dated November the eighth, cigliteen hundred and 
fifty-four, and recorded in the Morris county Record of 
Deeds, book fol. 5, pages 3~ and 33, purporting to convey 
three several tracts of land which are mentioned and 
described in the bill of complaint and in the said deed, was 

650 made and intended to defeat the said a6 reem ent, and is 
fraudulent against the rights of the complainant under and 
by virtne of the said agreement. And that the said John 
T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, are not bona fide pur-
chasers of said lands described in said deed for a vain-
able consideration, without notice of the rights of the 
complainant, under and by virtue of the said agreement, 
and the Court being of opinion that the complainant is bn-
titled to relief. 

It is, therefore, on the thirty-first day of December, in 
651 the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-

eight, ordered, adjudged and decreed, and this Court, in 
virtue of the power and authority therei u vested, doth or-
der, adjudge and decree that the said deed of conveyance 
made by the defendant John IL Vreeland and Maria his 
wife to the defendants John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his 
wife, dated November the eighth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, was, at the making thereof, and still is, a fraud 
upon the said agreement, and, as against the said complain-
ant, is void. And it is further ordered, adjudged and de-
creed that the said defendants John T. B1·ickell and Eliza-
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beth his wife, do hold, and that they, and the snrvi,·or of 652 
them, and the heirs of the survivor of them, shall hold the 
lands described in said deed as trustees, subject to the said 
agreement so made as aforesai<l with the parents of the 
complainant and with the complainant, and upon the fol-
lowing terms, namely : To hold the rnme until the death of 
the said John II. Vreeland, when an account shall lie taken 
of such permanent improvements as the said John T. 
Brickell has heretofore put upon the said landg, and of his, 
her and their costs, expenses and trou!Jlc in keeping, !Joard-
ing, maintaining and providing for the said John II. Vrce- 653 
land and Maria his wife all necessaries they and each of 
them ba,e stood or shall stand in need of, so that they shall 
have a good, decent and sufficient livelihood and support, 
suitable to their situation and condition, and for keeping 
and maintaining in a suitable manner the two colored ser-
vants, Jack and Nelly, mentioned in the answer of tho de-
fendants, under and in accordance with the bond made and 
given hy the said J olm T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife 
to the ,aid John II. Vreeland, dated Xovember the eighth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and set forth in the said 654: 
answer, until the death of the said John II. Vreeland, and 
that the said accountants be credited therewith. 

And at the same time an account shall be taken of the 
rent~, issues and profits of the said lands and premises from 
the time the said John T. Brickell took possession of the 
said lands until the death of the said John II. Vreeland, 
and that the said accountants be charged there,Yith. And 
for the better taking of the said account and discovery of 
the matters aforesaid, the said John T. Brickell and Eliza-
beth his wife, and the survivor of them, and the heirs and 655 
survivor of them, are to produce before the said Master, 
upon oath, all agreements, books of account, memoran-
da, receipts, vouchers, bills, papers and writings in their 
or any of their possession, custody or power, relating to the 
mattero of said account, and are to be examined upon the 
interrogatories on oath, aR the said Master shall direct. 

And it i~ further ordered, adjnclged and decreed, that if, 
upon the taking 0f the said account, it shall appear by said 
account that there is nothing due to the said John T. 
Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, or the survivor of them, 

23 
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656 or the heirs of the survivor of them, on the said account, 
or if there shall appear to be a balance upon said account 
in favor of the acconntants or accountant thereupon, the 
payment of such balance by the complainant to him, her 
or them to whom it shall then appear to be dne, the said 
.fohn T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, or the survivol' of 
them, or the heirs of the survi,·or of them, shall execute 
and deliver to the complainant a proper and sufficient con-
veyance in fee of the said lands and premises mentioned 
and descl'ibed in the said deed, free and clear of all in• 

657 en m brances placed upon the mid lands, or on any part of 
them, by or through the said John T. Brickell and Eliza-
beth his wife, or either of them, or the survivor of them, 
or the heirs of the survivor of them or of either of them, 
bnt subject to the right of dower in said lands of Maria, 
the wife of the said John II. Vreeland, if she shall survive 
hel' said husband. 

And it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed, that a 
perpetual injunction be granted against the defendants, 
John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, to restrain them 

658 and each of them, and that they and each of them be per• 
petnally enjoined and restrained from in any way convey-
ing or encumb<;iring said lauds, or any of them, except as 
aforesaid. 

And it is further ordered, adj udgecl and decreed that the 
said defendants do pay to the complainant his costs of this 
suit, to be be taxed, and that the complainant have execu-
tion therefor against the said defendants, according to law 
and the practice of this Court. 

And either or the parties is to be at liberty to apply to 
this Court as occasion may require. 

(A true copy.) 
W. :M. Banmn, 

Clerk. 
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Exhibit A I, 

On part ef Complainant. 

In the. name of God, Amen: I, John H. Vreeland, of the 
township of Pequannock, in the connty of Morris, and 
State of New J e1·sey, considering the uncertainty of life, 
b11t being at present of sound memory and understanding, 
thrnugh the blessing of an all- wise Providence, do make 
and publish this my last will and testament, in manner 

659 

and form following-that is to rny : 660 

First.-It is my will, and I do order my executors, here-
inafter named, to pay my funeral expenses and all my just 
and lmdul debts, a,i soon as the same can be conve•,iently 
performed after my decease; which said fnneral expemes 
a11d just debts, whatsoever they may be, shall be folly sa-
tisfietl and discharged out of any or such sums of money as 
I may be in possession of at the time of my decease; and 
in case that I shall not be possessed of a sufficient sum of 
ready money to pay 111,r said funeral expenses as aforesaid, 661 
01· my just debts, whatsoever the s,uue may be, at the time 
of my decease, then I do request of my said executors, 
hereinafter named, to sell and dispose of so much of my 
personal estate, of ,vhich I shall be possessed at the time 
of my decease, in such manner as they, my said execu-
tors, shall be advised will best promote my internsts ; 
but, nevertheless, that they, the said executors, shall, 
previous to such sale, as aforesaid, have so mnch of the 
said personal property of which I may be possessed at 
the time of my decease ; appraised by at least, and 66.2 
in the pre,once of, two freeholders of the said county of 
1\Ionis, ,rho are publicly known as men of good judg-
111ent and understanding, the value of the property to be 
sold or disposed of, as aforesaid; and after such appraisal, 
that my executors shall proceed to advertise pulilicly, in 
at least six of the most public places in the said neigh-
borhood, wheresoever I may reside at the time of my 
,lecease, so much of the rnid personal property so appraised 
as aforesaid, as shall be sufficient to defray my said fune-
ral expenses and my just debts, wh&tsoever they may be, 
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663 for cash, or for such good aud approved security, as, ac• 
cording to my said ex&cutors' opinion, will best promote 
the interests of said estate. 

Item.-l do give and bequeath, all my real estate, con• 
sisting of my homestead farm, and several out-lots, "i.,eing 
all the real property I at this time am seized of, and which 
I iuheritecl upon the decease of my father, and also from 
my interlllarriage with Rachel Young, the daughter, and 
one of' the heirs-at.law of James Young, deceased, late of 

664 the township of Pequannock, and county of Morris, and 
State of New Jersey, ~s aforesaid, to my beloved wife, 
Hachel, the daughter of the aforesaid James Young, de· 
c,·ased: to haYe and to hold the same, together with all 
the profits which may accrue therefrom during her said 
lifetime, to her sole and especial use, benefit and behoof, 
without let or hindrance from any person or persons ,diat-
soeYer, as freely and fully as I would be, or have beenca-
pable of enjoying the said real estate,· consi,ting of my 
homestead farm, and the several out-lots connected therc-

665 with ; nevertheless, upon the express condition that the 
said Haclicl Young shall continue and remain my widow, 
without intermarrying or cohabitation with any per,on or 
persons whatsoeYer; and that in case my said wife, as 
afore,aid, should, after my decease, think proper to inter-
marry, or cohabit with any person or persons, then, from 
that period, her enjoyment and possession of the said home• 
stead and out-lots aforesaid shall cease; but in case she 
shall remain my widow, it is my will that she s!,all con• 
tinue in the enjoyment of the said real estate during her 

666 said natural life. 

Item.-! do give and bequeath unto my beloved wife, 
T:achel, the daughter of James Y onng, deceased, as afore-
said, all my personal property, of whatsoever kind it may 
consist at the time of my decease, including my falllily 
utensilR, stock of cattle-whether of cows, working cattle, 
fatting cattle, yonng cattle, or any stock known as neat cat-
tle, horses, hogs, sows, shoats, or pig;-poultry, of any and 
every kind-hay, grain, rails, wood that may be cut upon 
the premises, and any and every article of utility which 



181 

may be in any manner personally connected with the cnl• 667 
tivation of the farm, or the produce thereof, which may in 
any manner be construed as personal property : and also, 
all the household 1urniture, which may be now, or at any 
period hereafter, or at the time of my decease, upon mv 
said homestead farm, or upon any of the said out-lots 
thereof-consisting of beds and bedding, chairs, tables, 
looking-glasses, carpets, crockery, and any and every ar-
ticle of household furniture, commonly known as such, 
or which can or may be constrned according to the 
common meaning of household furniture, to the end 668 
that my said dearly be]O\-ed wife, Bache!, the <laugh-
ter of the said James Young, deceased, as aforesaid, 
s'hall possess all and singular my personal_property in her 
own right at all times after my decease ; and shall 
have full power to use or to dispose of the same, as she may 
deem proper or necessary, without let or hindrance from 
any person or persons whatsoever ; and I do hereby author-
ize my said executors hereinafter named, after having dis-
charged all my just debts, heretofore named, to transfer all 
the rest, residue and remainder of my personal property, to 660 
my sairl dearly helo,-ed \\'ife, Rachel, the daughter of 
James Young, as aforesaid, in her own right, to be pos-
sessed and disposed of by her, as she may think proper, 
without any restriction or reservation whatever, excepting 
the reservation to my adopted son, John Henry V. Van-
duyne, of a pair, consisting of two horses, such as my be• 
Io,-ed wife, in her judgment, may select for his nse, and 
that he, the said John Henry V. Vanduyne, shall be the 
owner of the said pair of two horses, so selected by my 
dearly beloved wife, Rachel, the daughter of J arnes Young, 670 
deceased, as aforesaid. Aud it is my request, to my said 
wife, Rachel, as aforesaid, that upon her decease, she shall 
reserve for the use of the said J olm Ilenry V. Vanduyne, my 
adopted son, as aforesaid, all and singular the farming uten-
sils, such as ploughs, wagons, harrows, harness, and such 
other articles as may be necessary to carry on the said farm; 
wishing her to nnderstand, nevertheless, that I do not con-
sider this is a part of my last will, but in the light of a be-
quest, which from the love and affection she has ever 
borne towards me, I feel fully persuaded she will freely 
perform. 
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671 Item.-I do give and bequeath, ont of my said real 
estate, as aforesaid, during the lifetime of my said beloved 
wife, Rachel, the daughter of J arnes Young, deceased, as 
aforesaid, the sum of nine dollars, in each aud every year, 
during the lifetime of my said wife, to be paid in half-
yearly payments of four dollars and fifty cent, each, on the 
first days of October and April, after my decca~e, to the 
consistory of the "Trne llefor1110d Dntcb Ohlll'ch at Mont-
ville," to be paid for the sole use of said chlll'eh, in each 
and every year during the lifetime of my heloved wife, as 

672 aforesaid, so long as the se1Tices in the saitl church shall be 
coudncted after the present manner of worshipping God 
by the said congregation; but in case the said church 
should be so1cl1 or any alteration should take place in the 
society worshipping there, and another congregation substi-
tuted, whose creed and religious views differ from the Trne 
Reformed Dutch Church, the said nine dollar, in half-
yearly paynients of four doll am and fifty cents each, on the 
said before named first days of October and .April in ead1 
and every year thereafter, shall then ~ea,e, and be of no 

673 effect. 

Item.-I do give and bequeath to my beloved wife, 
Rachel, the daughter of James Young, deceased, as afore-
said, my tll"o female and male colored servants, Eleanor 
and Jack, requesting of my beloved wife, that she "·ill be 
kind to them, and provide all necessary comforts for each 
of them during their natmal ]iyes, so long as each of them 
shall continue to behave themselves properly, and approve 
themseh·es worthy of tile confidence of my dearly belove,] 

674 wife, as aforesaid. I have made this as a request, anti do not 
charge my executors ll"i h any part of the performance of 
the same, so far as it relates to the before named Eleanor 
and Jack. 

Item.-I do giYe and bequeath to my dearly beloved 
nephew, James Young, the son of my ,ister, Rachel, the 
wife of JI.Iartin J. i ' oung, which said sister is i1ow deceased, 
in consideration of the lo,·e and affection I have ahn,ys 
borne to him as my nephew, and as the son of my sister 
Rachel, as aforesaid, the sum of one dollar, la11"ful money 
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of the United States; and I do charge my said executors to 675 
pay the same, as soon after my decease as may be conven-
ient. 

Item.-I do give and bequeath to my dearly beloved 
niece, Mary Ann Y onng, the wife of Cornelius Bush, aud 
the daughter of my sister Rachel, the wife of Martin J. 
Young, which said sister is now deceased, the sum of fifty 
dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be paid to the 
said Mary Ann, in her own right, without any control of 
her husband, and free from the control of any and every 676 
person whatsoever; the said 'sum of fifty dollars to be paid 
in ten equal yearly payments of five dollars in each year, 
on the first day of October, after my decease, making ten 
payments of five dollars each. And in case the said Mary 
Ann should emigrate to some other part of the United 
States, or any other country than her present residence, I 
do hereby authorize my executors, hereinafter named, to 
pay the said several yearly sums to her order; but never-
theless, as near as they can ascertain, or either of them for 
her own use, or for the use of her children. And in the 677 
event of the decease of the said Mary Ann, during the said 
term of ten years, then such sum or sums as may have re-
mained unpaid, out of the said fifty dollars, shall be paid to 
her children, or the survivor of them, share and share alike. 

Item.-I do give and bequeath to my beloved adopted 
son, John llenry V. Vanduyne, the son of Nicholas M. 
Vanduyne, after the death of my beloved wife, Rachel, 
the daughter of James Young, deceased, as aforesaid 
all my real estate, consistillg of my homestead farm, 678 
and the out-lots connected therewith ; and, also, such 
other lots of land as I may have inherited in the 
right of my wife, Rachel, one of the heirs-at-law of 
the before named James Young, together with all the 
rents, issues, and profits arising from the same, to the use 
of the said John llenry V. Vanduyne, the son of Nicholas 
M. Vanduyne, as aforesaid, his heirs, executors, adinin-
istrntors and assigns, to his and their proper use, benefit 
and behoof forever; and the said John Henry V. Van-
duyne shall have full power and good authority, his heirs, 
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670 executors, administrators and assigns, to sell the whol~ or 
any part thereof, to any person or persons, as he may think 
proper, converting the se,cral sums received for the same 
to his own use. Nevertheless, upon the consideration that 
after the decease of my beloved wife, Raebel, the daughter 
of J arnes Young, deceased, as aforesaid, the saiJ John 
Henry V. Vanduyne shall pay or cause to be paid to the 
true Reformed Dutch Church of Montville, heretofore 
named, the sum of nine dollars, in each and every year, 
after the decease of my beloved wife, Rachel, the daughter 

680 of James Young, as aforesaid, payable in half-yearly pay-
ments of four dollars and fifty cents each, on the first days 
of .A.pril and October, after the decease of my said beloved 
wife, as aforesaid, who is chargeable with the payment of 
the same, so long as she shall live, and whenever it shall 
please God to call her from this world, then I wish the 
said sum to be continued by my said son, as before named, 
John Henry V. Vanduyne, under the same restrictions, and 
in the same manner as heretofore provided. 

681 ltem.-I do give and bequeath to my dearly beloved and 
adopted son, John Ilenry V. Vanduyne, his heirs, execu-
tors, administrators and assigns, after th., decease of my be-
loved wife, Rachel, as aforesaid, the daughter of James 
Young, deceased, my two colored sernrnts, Eleanor and 
Jack, requesting my said adopted son that he will treat 
them kindly, and fnrnish them with gooJ and sufficient 
provision in meat and drink and clothing, so long as they 
shall continue to behave themselves orderly, ancl to fnlfil 
his :reasonable demands for their work, labor and services, 

682 bnt in case the said Jack or Eleanor, as aforesaid, sbonld 
behave in an unruly or disorderly manner, either together 
or separately, then I do request my said adopted son to use 
his best judgment, and act according to the dictates of 
prudence and humanity with the said Eleanor and Jack. 

ltem.-It is my request that a neat marble slab, bearing 
my age and name, shall be placed at the head of my grave 
after my decease, and that after the decease of my wife, a 
similar marble slab, bearing her age and name, and also 
mentioning her as my wife, shall be placed at the head of 
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her grave, praying Almighty Goel that we may rest in 6S3 
peace, until the Gospel trump0t calls together the quick 
and dead. 

Lctstly.-I do hereby constitnte and appoint my trusty 
friend, Abraham C. Vanduyne, of the township of Pequan-
nock, an.cl the county of :Morris, and State of New Jersey, 
the son of Cornelius A. Vanduyne, deceased, and my 
adopted son, John Henry V. Vanduyne, tho son of Nicholas 
]IL Vanduyne, the executors of this my last will aucl testa-
ment. 

Done this fourth day of January, in the year of our 
Lord, one thonsancl eight hundred and forty-three; and that 684 
I may be considered as sound in mind and body at the time 
of signing the said last will and testament, heretofore re-
cited, I have reqnested my fri;nd and physician, E. B. 
Gaines, Medical Doctor, to examine me to his satisfaction, 
and place his name to this instrument officially, as a rnedi-
cal practitioner. 

JoHN H. VREELAND. [L. s.J 

· Signed, sealed, published and declared 1 
1,y the said J obn H. Vreeland to ) 
be his testament and last will, in 
presence of us, the said J olm H. j 
Vreeland having declared all former 
wills revoked. . 

24 

JOEL DAYTON • . 

ABRAHAM A. VANDUYNE. 

DANIEL s. VANDUYNE. 

E. B. GAINES, 

Physician and Surgeon. 
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Exhibit A. 'l of· Complainant. 

In the 11arne of God, Amen. I, Nicholas Vanduyne, 
being of sound mind, memory and understanding, for which 
blc,sing I thank God, do make and pnblish this my last 
will and testament in the manner following, that is to say : 

FiNt,-It is my will, and I do order, that all my just 
debts and funeral expenses be duly paid and satisfied as 
soo11 as conYenicntll can be after my decease. 

Itnn.-I gi,·e to my belov0d wife, Hannah Vandu_yne, 
6S6 the use of all my personal estate of every name and kind, 

as long as she d~es remaii1 m_v widow, or during her natn-
ml life, ,rith. the exception of the snm of four hundre<l 
llollars, which I shall hereinafter mention. Further, I giYe 
an\l bequeath to my beloved wife, lfannah Vanduyne, the 
use of all my real estate as long as she does remain my 
,~idow, or during her natural life. 

Itcm.-I give and bequeath to my son, Stephen Van-
duyne, the sum of four hundred dollars of my personal 
estate. 

68'l It, m.-I give and bequeath, after the widowhood or 
ckath of my said wife, all my real and personal estate 
to 1:,tephen Y andt1yne, Catharine Ann Vanduyne, Silas 
Vanduyne, Elijah Y anduyne, James Vanduyne, Albert 
Vanduyne and Martin Vanduyne, to be divided among 
them, share and share alike. 

Lrrntly.-I hereby appoint my loving wife, Ilannah Van-
duyne, and my son, Stephen Vanduyne, executors of this 
mJ lust will and testament, this the third day of October, 
A. D. eighteen hundred and forty-two. 

1he name of John Henry V. Vanduyne being erased 
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ont before signing and sealing, which was written in the 688 
nineteenth line. 

Nrcrrous VANDUYNE. [L. s.] 

Signed, sealed, published and declared} 
by the said Nicholas Y andnyne to 
be his last will and testament, in 
the presence of us. Dated October 
3, 1842. 

HENRY CoLE . 
.ABRAII.UI 0. V iSDUYNE. 

JACOB F. V AiS'NESS. 

Proved before the Surrogate of J\Iorris county by Henry 
Cole, one of the subscribing witnesses, November 14, 1842. 

Exhibit A 3 011 1mrt ot" Complaina11t. 

JoIIN T. BRICKELL and ·wIFE, 

to 
J OIIN IT. VREELAND. } 

Mortgage 8th November, 185±, upon the lands in con- 689 
troversy, given to secure the performance of the condition 
of the bond mentioned belo,v. .Acknowledged 8th No-
vember, 1854. Hecordecl February 19th, 1855, in Morris 
County Register of Mortgages, Book B 2, folios 33-4. 

Exhibit A 4 on 1•a1·t oC Com1,Iai11ant. 

Rnow all men by these presents, that we, John T. 
Brickell and Elizabeth his ,l"ifc, of tho township of Har-
rington, in the county of llergen and State of K ow Jersey, 
are held and finnly bound unto John II. Vreeland and 
Maria his wife, of the township of Pequannock, in the 
county of Monis and State of New Jersey, in the sum ot 
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690 six thousand dollars, lawful money of the United State8 of 
America, to be paid to the said J olrn JI. Vreeland arnl J\Iaria 
his wife, or to their certain attorney, heirs, execntors, ad-
ministrators and assigns, for which payment wdl and trnly 
to be made, we do bind ourselves, and each of our heirs, 
executors a11d administrators, jointly and severally, firlllly 
by these presents. Sealed with onr seals. Dated the 
eighth day of November, in the year e.ighteen hundred a11d 
fifty-four. 

The condition of this obligation is such, that if the above 
691 bounden John T. Brickell and Elizabeth his wife, or either 

of their heirs, execntors or administrators, or any of them, 
shall well an,! trnly keep, boanl, maintain and provide for 
the said John II. Vreeland and Mai-ia his wife dnring the 
term of each of their natural lirns all necessaries they and 
each of them shall stand in need of, so that they an,l the 
survivor of them shall have a good, decent and snfficient 
livelihood and snpport, suitable to their situation nnd con-
dition, during the said term of their natnral li1·cs, and shall 
also keep and maintain, in a suitable manner, the colored 

692 servants of the soid John II. Vreeland, named Jack and 
Nelly, during the term of each of their naturnl lives, with-
out any fraud or other delay, then the abo,-e obligation to 
be void, or else remain in full force and virtue. 

Sealed and delivered in } 
the presence of 

J OllN T. BRICKELL, 

EuzABETll BmCKELL. 

GARRET G. DEMAREST. 

[L. s.] 
[L. S.] 

r • 
1 
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IN CHANCERY. 

Between ? 
J OBN H. VREELAND, J onN T. BmmrnLL 

and Wife, 
Defendants, O B'll & A l 

n , ppes and 
J OTIN II. VANDUYNE, 

Complainant. 

The defendants hereby appeal from the final decree made 
in this Court in the above stated cause, decreeing that the 
complainant is 9ntitled to the relief sought and prayed for 

693 

by his bill of' complaint, and that the defendants shall pay 694 
the costs and charges of the complainant in this snit, to the 
Court of' Enors and Appeals. 

Dated February 7, 1859. 
TnEo. LITTLE, 

Sol. for Defendants. 

I conceive that there is good cause for appeal in the 
above stated cause. 

TnEo. L1TTLE, 

Of Counsel with Defendants. 
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695 NEW JERSEY COURT OF ERRORS AND APPEALS. 

Between ' 
Jorm II. VREELAND and Jorm T.t 

BRICKELL and Wife, 
Appellants On Bill, &-c.-Pe-

and ' tition of Appeal. 

JORN H. V. VANDUYNE, 

Appellee. 

To the Honorable the Court of Errors and Appeals of the 
State of New Jersey : 

The humble petition of John II. Vreeland and John T. 
Brickell, (and Elizabeth his wife,) the appellants above 
named, respectfully shows that your petitioners find them-
selves aggrieved by a final decree made in the Court of 
Chancery, by his Honor, Benjamin Williamson, Chancellor 
of the State of New J crsey, bearing date the thirty-first 

696 day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-eight, in a suit wherein the said 
John II. V. Vanduyne was complainant, and your peti-
tioners "\"\"ere defendants in these respects, to wit: That the 
said decree adjudges that the said complainant is entitled 
to the relief sought and prayed for by him in his bill of 
complaint in said cause, and that your petitioners shall pay 
his costs of said suit, and in that tho decree adjudges that 
the agreement set forth in the complainant's bill was proved 
by him, and in that said decree adjudges the deed men-

697 tioned in the complainant's bill as having been made by 
said John H. Vreeland to said John T. Brickell and wife 
was fraudulent as to tho complaint in said snit, and that 
said John T. Brickell and wife were not purchasers of said 
property conveyed by said deed for a valuable consider-
ation, without notice of said agreement set ·up in the com-
plainant's bill, and in that, by said decree, John T. Brickell 
and wife are adjudged and decreed to hold the lands 
described in the said deed as trnstees, subject to the said 
agreement set up in the complainant's bill, and upon the 
terms mentioned in said decree, and in that, by said decree, 
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the said J olm T. Brickell and wife are adjudged and de- 698 
creed in effect to fulfil and perform their agreement with 
said John II. Vreeland, without being permitted to receive 
the consideration agreed on by the parties to said agree-
ment, and in that said decree makes a new contract be-
tween said John H. Vreeland and said John T_ Brickell 
and wife, not made or agreed to by them ; and in that, by 
said decree, the said John T. Brickell and wife arc restrain-
ed and enjoined from conveying, or in any way incumber-
ing the lands in dispute in said cause . 

.And your petitioners humbly appeal from said decree, 699 
in all its parts, upon the ground that the same is erroneous 
in tho matters hereinbefore set forth, and because the com-
plainant is not entitled to the relief sought and prayed for 
in his bill of complaint, and his bill should have been dis-
missed with costs. 

Your petitioners therefore pray that the said decree of 
the Cbanceller may be reversed, set aside, and for nothing 
holden; am! that your petitioners may have such relief in 
tho premiums as to this honorable Comt shall seem meet. 

TIIEO. LITTLE, 

Solicitor and of Connsel 
With the Defendants. 
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