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MEETING AGENDA 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 - 1:00 p.m. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL 
3. OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 12, 2009 
6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (and Council Member Reports) 
7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Personnel Committee – Chairman Weingart  
8. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

a. Update on Highlands Plan Conformance 
b. Update on 2009 Plan Conformance Grant Program 
c. Update on Highlands TDR Program 
d. Update on Highlands Project Review 

9. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Approval of Certain Planning Assistance 
Grants - (voting matter with public comment) 

10. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Approval of 2010 Annual Meeting 
Schedule (voting matter with public comment) 

11. PUBLIC COMMENTS (please note – the Council requests that public comments be 
limited to three (3) minutes per person. Questions raised in this period will not be responded to 
at this time but, where feasible, will be followed up by the Council and its staff. )   

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if deemed necessary)  
13. ADJOURN 
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Executive Director’s Report

Plan Conformance Update

Legislative Update

Mapping Updates
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Plan Conformance

 Plan Conformance - 56 municipal submissions covering 

95% of the Preservation Area and 35% of the Planning 

Area. 

 395,660 acres in the Preservation Area and 153,942 acres 

in the Planning Area for a total acreage of 549,602 acres 

(or 64%) of the Highlands Region.

 Planning Area petitions and resolutions are voluntary 

submissions and not binding until Council action and 

municipal ordinance.
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Bergen County

Preservation Area: 12,309 55% 

Planning Area: 10,089 45%

Total 22,398 

Mahwah (both) 16,769 

Oakland (Preservation) 2,622

Total 19,391

100% municipal conformance with Act

Bergen Plan Conformance: 87%  (2 of 2)
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Hunterdon County

Preservation Area: 64,925 50% 

Planning Area: 63,985 50%

Total                                    128,910 

Alexandria, Bethlehem, Bloomsbury, Califon, Clinton, 

Clinton Twp., Glen Gardner, Hampton, High Bridge 

(ordinance), Holland, Lebanon, Lebanon Twp., 

Tewksbury, Union (all but Milford)

100% municipal conformance with Act

Hunterdon Plan Conformance:  99%  (14 of 15)
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Morris County

Preservation Area: 120,123 44% 

Planning Area: 155,486 56%

Total 275,609 

All Preservation unless noted: Boonton Twp., Chester Twp. (both), 

Denville (both), Jefferson, Kinnelon (both), Montville, Mt. 

Arlington, Mt. Olive, Pequannock, Randolph (both), Rockaway 

Twp. (both), Roxbury, Washington Twp. (both)

No resolutions yet from Parsippany-Troy Hills or 

Wharton Borough

100% municipal conformance with Act

Morris Plan Conformance:  64%  (13 of 32)
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Passaic County

Preservation Area: 78,789 94% 

Planning Area: 5,063 6%

Total 83,852

Bloomingdale (both), Ringwood, Wanaque (both), West 

Milford

100% municipal conformance with Act

Passaic Plan Conformance:  98%  (4 of 5)
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Somerset County

Preservation Area: 1,011 2% 

Planning Area: 46,617 98%

Total 47,628

Bedminster Township (Preservation) and Far Hills 

Borough

100% municipal conformance with Act

Somerset Plan Conformance:  9%  (2 of 5)
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Sussex County

Preservation Area: 70,773 54% 

Planning Area: 59,092 46%

Total 129,865

All Preservation unless noted: Byram (both), Green, 

Hardyston, Hopatcong, Ogdensburg, Sparta, Stanhope 

(Planning), Vernon

100% municipal conformance with Act

Sussex Plan Conformance:  56%  (8 of 10)
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Warren County

Preservation Area: 67,027 39% 

Planning Area: 104,066 61%

Total 171,093

All Preservation unless noted: Allamuchy, Franklin, 

Greenwich (both), Hackettstown, Harmony, Liberty, 

Lopatcong (both), Oxford, Pohatcong (both), 

Washington Twp. (both), White

71% municipal conformance with Act

11 municipalities out of 13

(Independence and Mansfield yet to Petition)

Warren Plan Conformance:  39%  (11 of 19)
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Plan Coformance – Planning Area

 Planning Area municipalities did not have a deadline 
and continue to work under a Notice of Intent.  

 March 1, 2010 is the next deadline for Planning 
Area municipalities to prepare a draft Housing 
Element and Fair Share Plan in order to have adopted 
plans completed by June 2010. 

 Many of the municipalities that submitted a Petition 
just for the Preservation Area may still submit a 
Petition for the Planning Area (approx. 130,000 acres). 
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Plan Coformance – Planning Area

18 Planning Area only municipalities continue to 

work under a Notice of Intent (over 65,000 acres).

 These include: Milford, Chester Borough, 

Hanover, Mendham Borough, Mendham Twp., Mine 

Hill, Morris Plains, Mountain Lakes, Riverdale, 

Pompton Lakes, Bernardsville, Franklin Borough, 

Hamburg, Alpha, Belvidere, Frelinghuysen, 

Phillipsburg, Washington Borough.
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Review Process for Municipal Petitions

December 8, 2009 – Petitions submitted

Within 60 days – Completeness determination and 

coordination  with municipal representatives. Once a 

completeness determination is made materials submitted 

will be posted on Council website

Within 45-90 days – Draft Consistency Review and 

Recommendations Report issued by Highlands Council 

Executive Director 

Municipal Response Period – Allows the municipality to 

amend Petition to address issues in the Report

 Public Notice, Final Report, and Council consideration
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Legislative Update

 October 16th letter from the Highlands Council suggesting
two legislative actions regarding the Highlands TDR
Program and the GSPT dual appraisal program.

 Senate Environment Committee released S2639 which
authorizes any municipality outside Highlands Region to
establish receiving zones for Highlands TDR Program.

 Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee released
S1875 which extends the expiration date of GSPT’s dual
appraisal process for Green Acres and Farmland
Preservation programs to June 30, 2014.
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Updated Mapping

Growth mapping

Light Detection and Ranging

(LiDAR)
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Land Use Change in the Highlands
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